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Chwong 1: Doc Can Tam Sy

Mot dem thang Hai mua gié bao bung gitta nhitng ngay xa xwa truéc
khi ca thé gidi bong nhién dao 16n, Emily Byrd Starr chi c6 mét minh trong
phong, tai ng6i nha 1au doi trén trang trai Trang Non & lang HoO Blair. Khi
ay, co bé dang ngdp tran niém hanh phiic tot cung. Sau khi can nhac dén hoi
lanh ban dém, ba Elizabeth da cho phép c6 dot Itta trong cai 10 suwéi bé ti
teo — mot an hué hiém hoi. Anh Itta rang r& bap bung téa ludng 4nh sdng
mau doé vang soi té6 khap can phong nhé sach nhw li nhw lau véi nhitng d6
noi that co6 16 cung may 6 cra s6 khoét sau, bau ctra rong, chiéu lén nhitng
bong tuyét dang niu chat nhw cac trang hoa nhé trén may tdm kinh mau
tréng xanh bi swong gid phi md. Anh lita mang chiéu sau va sic mau bi an
dén cho tdm gwong soi trén birc twong gid dang phan chiéu hinh dnh Emily
gap nguoi trén chiéc ghé dém trudc 16 swédi, viét vao “cudn s6 Jimmy” madi
toanh bia den béong lang vira dugc 6ng Jimmy cho hom ay, dwdi anh sang
ctia hai cdy nén cao mau trang — phwong tién chiéu sang duy nhat duoc
phép st dung & Trang Non. Emily rat vui khi nhan dugc cudn so6 nay, vi co
bé da viét kin cuén s6 duwgc o6ng tdng hoi mua thu ndm ngodi, va hon mot
tuan nay, c6 bé da phai chiu duwng noi thong kho vi bi kim nén khong thé
viét vao mot “cudén nhat ky” khong hé ton tai.

Nhat ky da trd thanh yéu t6 quan trong bac nhét trong nhitng thang
ngay nién thiéu cang tran nhya song ctia Emily. N6 da tiép quan vai tro cta
nhitng “bic thu” c6 bé viét subt thoi tho au cho ngudi cha qua c6, noi c6 bé
c6 thoéi quen “doc can tdm sy” vé cac rac roi va lo lang ctia minh — vi ngay
ca khi dang trong quang thoi gian diéu huyén méi chap chitng buéc vao do
tu6i muwoi bon, ngwoi ta van gap nhiéu rac réi va lo lang, dic biét khi ta
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phai song dudi sy cai quan nghiém khac, du day thién chi nhwng khéng hé
chan chta diu dang cua ba Elizabeth Murray. Poi khi, Emily c6 cam giac
néu khong nhd cudn nhat ky, rat c6 thé co bé sé no tung bdi ci¥ phai am
tham kim giit moi cam xuc trong long.

DPo6i vGi co bé, “cudn s6 Jimmy” bia den day cop ay khong khac gi mot
nguoi ban riéng tw, mot ban tam giao dang tin cay dé c6 bé tam sy vé nhiéu
van dé du dang chat chita dén ngot ngat trong long nhung lai qua dé kich
dong nén ching thé phé mic rét vao tai bat ct nguoi nao. O trang trai
Trang Non bay gid, mudn tim bat ct thé loai s6 trang nao cling kho6 chang
kém gi bac thang 1én troi, va néu khong nhd ong Jimmy thi chac Emily
chang thé dao dau ra cudn nao. Chac chan ba Elizabeth sé khong cho ¢6 co
bé roi — ba Elizabeth van cho rang Emily dang lang phi qua nhiéu thoi gian
“cho cdi thtt chit nghia meo cao vé van” nhu thé - con ba Laura lai khong
dam trai 101 ba Elizabeth trong chuyén nay — thém nira chinh ba Laura cling
that tam nghi rang c6 1é Emily nén tap trung vao cong viéc thi hon. Ba
Laura la mot phu nit dang kinh, nhung van c6 nhiéu chuyén ba khé long
hiéu néi.

Ong Jimmy thi lai ching hé e s¢ ba Elizabeth, va chi can trong dau
ong ndy ra suy nghi rang rat c6 thé Emily dang mu6n mét “cudn so trang”
khac thi y nhu rang cudn sé trang dé sé ngay lap tirc xuat hién, bat chap
nhitng anh mat lwvom nguyt cia ba Elizabeth. Chi vi muén kiém dwgc cudn
sO0 ay ma ngay hom dé 6ng da 1an 16i xuong tan Shrewsbury ngay gitta lic
con bdo ngwoc chiéu bat dau quan thao cang lic cang hang. Vay nén, tam
minh trong anh sang 16 swdi vira huyén ao vira than thién, Emily van dat
dao niém hanh phiic du gi6 dang thét gao hu huyt xuyén tir vieon cay lau
doi rong ménh mong cho tdi tdn man Bac Trang Non, tung nhitng trang hoa
tuyét khong 16 choéi 16a xoay tit vang tir dau bén nay sang dau bén kia khu
vuon tri danh cua bac Jimmy, x6 cai dong hé mat trdi dat han sang cho
khac, va rit 1én nhitng am thanh ky quai xuyén khap Ba Nang Cong Chua —
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cach goi quen thudc cua Emily doi véi ba cdy dwong Lombardy trong goc
vuon.

“Néu buobi toi khong phai ra ngoai trdi bao to thi toi rat yéu con bao
giong nhu con bao nay,” Emily viét. “Bac Jimmy va t6i da c6 mét budi t6i
tuyét voi 1én ké hoach cho khu vueon ctia hai bac chau, chon lwa cdy va hat
giong tr tdp danh muc. Pung tai dia diém dang bi quan thdo ghé gém nhat,
phia sau nha héng mat, hai bac chau dy dinh sé trong mot tham ctc thiy
hong, va hai bac chau sé 1dy nhitng cay hanh dang tr6 hoa lam nén cho cac
nang Nguwoi Dat Vang — titc dam thuy tién hoa vang gio day dang mo mang
dwdi cd mét tuyét. T6i thich 1én ké hoach mua hé nhu thé nay, ngay gitta
lic bdo td dang thét gao. Nhu vay, t6i sé cam thdy dudng nhv minh dang
gianh chién thang tredc mot thit 16n lao hon t6i gap van lan, chi nho t6i c6
dau 6c hon, con con bao chang la gi hét ngoai mét thit sitvc manh tan nhan,
mu quang — khing khiép ddy, nhung lai mu quang. Toi ciling c6 cam giac y
nhu thé khi ngo6i day bén céi 10 swdi am cting than thwong cua minh, lang
nghe con bao cuong nd van vii bon bé, va cuwdi thang vao mat né. Va, c6
dugc diéu do la nho hang tram nam trudc, cu ¢d Murray da xay ng6i nha
nay va xay mot cach vo cung can than. Toi ¢ ban khoan mai, khong biét
mot tram nam sau, liéu cé ai gianh dwoc chién thang tredc mot thit nao day
nho vao cai gi d6 ma t6i da dé lai hay da thuc hién khong. DBay qua la mot y
twong day hirng khai.

“Toi chang kip suy nghi gi ma da ct thé viét dong chi¥ in nghiéng kia
r6i. Thay Carpenter ndi toi st dung qua nhiéu tr in nghiéng. Thay néi dé la
noi &m anh dau thoi Victoria, va t6i phai c6 gang tir bo no6 di. Sau khi tra ti
dién thi t6i rut ra két luan minh sé phai lam thé thoi, vi r0 rang chang cé gi
hay ho khi bi am anh béi thit gi d6, mac du c6 vé nhw tha thé van con do
hon la bi mat ty cha. Day, t6i lai thé r6i: nhung t6i cdm thay lan nay sw
dung tw in nghieng la chinh xac.
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“T6i doc tir dién ca tiéng dong ho lién — cho t6i tan khi bac Elizabeth
n6i y nghi ngd va cho rang tét hon hét t6i nén mang lai may cai tat rach cta
minh di. Bac dy khong thé 1y gidi xac dang duwoc cé gi khong o6n khi t6i c
mai mé nghién ciu tir dién, nhung bac dy cam thay chac chan chuyén dé
chdng diung dan gi cd, vi bac dy c6 bao gid mudn lam thé dau. T6i mé doc
tir dién. (Vang, st dung in nghiéng & day la hoan toan can thiét, thwa thay
Carpenter. Mot tir 'mé' thong thudng lam sao ma dién ta dwgc cam xuc cda
con chit!) Ngon ngit thu vi dén thé day. (Lan nay t6i mac & am tiét dau
tién!) am thanh cia mot vai t¢ - chang han nhv 'ma am', 'huyén bi' — da
mang anh chép dén cho t6i. (Oi chao! Nhung tdi phai viét nghiéng tir anh
chép. N6 c6 binh thwong dau — né la thi dac biét nhat, tuyét voi nhat trong
cudc doi toi. Khi né xuat hién, t6i dwong nhw cdm thdy mdot canh cira vira
bat m@ trén bitc twong tredc madt va gilp toi thodng nhin thay — ding vay
dé, thay thién duong. Lai viét nghiéng nita roi! Oi, toi da hiéu tai sao thay
Carpenter lai la ray r6i! T6i phai c6 gang bé cai thoi quen nay di thoi.)

“Nhitng tir dao to btia 16n chang bao gig dep ca... 'budc toi'... 'ngo
nguoc'... 'quoc té'... 'vi hién'. Ching lam t6i nghi dén nhitng cay hoa ctic va
hoa thwge dwoc to khing khiép ma bac Jimmy da dan t6i di xem hoi mua
thu nam ngoai & cudc trién 1am tai Charlottetown. Hai bac chau chang thay
chiing c6 chit xiu dé thwong nao hét, 4y vay nhing c6 may ngudi lai c
cho rang chung that tuyét voi. Nhitng cay cuc vang bé nho ctia bac Jimmy,
giong nhw nhitng vi sao m& huyén do nhdp nhay trén vat linh sam & goc
vuon phia Tay Bac, con dep hon gap chuc lan. Nhung t6i lai lan man di
chéch khéi chu dé cia minh r6i — lai mot théi quen xau khac cna toi, theo
10i thay Carpenter. Thay néi toi phdi (lan nay chinh thady méi 1a nguoi dung
tir viét nghiéng nhé!) hoc cach tap trung — lai mot tir to tat khac va cling la
tir xau xi khong dé dau cho hét.

“Nhung lic doc cudn tir dién ay, t6i rat vui, vui hon nhiéu so vdi ldac
danh thoi gian cho dam tat c6 gan kia. Gia nhw t6i c6 mot doi tat lua, chi
can mot doi thoéi cling dugc. Ilse c6 ba doi. Gig hé ban ay thich thi gi la lai
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dwgc cha cho ngay thit ndy, vi bac ay da biét yéu thwong ban ay réi. Con
bac Elizabeth thi bdo tét lua la thit phi dao ditc. T6i khong hiéu ndi tai sao
nita... no ciing c6 khac gi vay ao lua dau.

“Lai n6i dén chuyén vay lua, di Janey Milburn & Ao Thanh Kién — that
ra ba dy chang cé quan hé ho hang gi c4, nhung ai cling goi ba dy nhw thé -
da thé rang ba dy sé khong bao gio mac vay lua, triv phi hét thay thé gidi
ngoai dao déu cai theo Co Pdc hét. Chuyén do ré that 1a hay. Toi wdc gi toi
cling c6 thé hay ho dwgc nhw thé, nhung danh chiu thoi, t6i yéu do lua qua
mat r6i. N6 mdi dep dé va ryc rd lam sao chit. T6i mu6n lic nao cling dugc
madc d6 lua, ay la trong trrong hop t6i da dw da dé lam thé, nhung c6 16 moi
lan nghi dén ba di Janey yéu dau va gi6i ngoai dao van chwa cai dao, thé
nao t6i ciling sé thay can rit lwong tdm cho xem. Néi vay thoi chi néu c6
that nhw thé thi cling con phdi mat nhiéu nam nita td6i méi c6 du tién dé mua
dau chi Ia mot chiéc vay lua, ma tir gio dén lic do, hang thang t6i van phai
san mot it tién ban tritng ctia minh cho cac hoi truyén gido. (Bay gio toi
dang c6 nam con ga, cd nam déu la con cta nang ga mai 1ong xam Perry
tang to6i nhan dip sinh nhat Ian thit muwoi hai.) Néu sau nay c6 thé mua dwoc
mot chiéc vay lua nhw da néi thi t6i biét ro chiéc vay ay trong sé nhu thé
nao. Khong phai mau den, ndu hay xanh nwgc bién, nhitng thit mau vira bén
vira ditng dan, ding mau truyén thong trang phuc cia nha Murray & Trang
Non — 0i, chao 0i, khong dau! No sé la thit lua 6ng anh, nhin duwdi anh sang
nay la mau xanh da trdi, nhin dwdi anh sang kia lai 1ap lanh mau bac, giong
y nhw bau troi nhap nhdy, thap thoang qua khung kinh ctta s6 da mao di vi
bang gi4, va n6 sé dwgc diém xuyét nhitng séng dang ten, nhw nhitng sgi
16ng vii manh mai két tir nhitng bong tuyét cheo leo ngoai 6 ctra sO phong
t0i. Teddy bao cau ay sé vé hinh t6i mac b vay ay va goi bitc tranh do la
'Thiéu nit bang tuyét', con bac Laura cudi tim tim r6i néi bang giong cyc
ky diu dang va nhin nhuwdng, ding cai kiéu néi toi rat ghét, cho du nguoi
néi co la bac Laura yéu dau chang nita,

“'MOot cai vay nhu thé thi ich 1gi gi v&i chau ch, Emily?’
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“Co6 1é n6 chang c6 ich lgi gi hét, nhung khi khoac 1én ngudi bo vay
ay, toi sé cam thay nhw thé n6 chinh la mét phan ban than minh, cam thay
né gan lién vai t6i chit khong phai 1a mén do chi dwgc mua vé roéi mac vao
nguoi. Toi ludn ao wéc c6 mot bo vay nhu thé trong doi. Va ca 16p vay 16t
bang lua... roi tat lua nita!

“Gio thi Ilse da c6 mot chiéc vay lua roi, mot chi€c vay mau hong
nhat. Bac Elizabeth noi bac si Burnley cho Ilse an mdc qua gia va qua sdc
sO so v6i mot dira tré. Nhung bac Burnley chi muon bu dap lai hét thay
nhitng nam thang bac ay chang cho Ilse an mdc gi hét. (T6i khong c6 y la
ban ady tran truong chang mac gi dau, nhwng néu chi dwa vao bac si Burnley
thi c6 khi ban ay sé thanh ra nhu thé ciing khong chirng. Toan nguwdi khac
phai cham lo dén khodn quan 4o ctia ban dy.) Gid ban &y mudn gi bac ay
cling chiéu hét, va bac ay con cho phép ban ay thich lam gi thi lam. Bac
Elizabeth bdo nhw vay chang c6 gi hay ho cho Ilse ca, nhung thinh thodng
toi van thay ghen ti v&i ban dy. T6i biét thé la rat xdu tinh, nhwng t6i chang
kim long dugc.

“Mua thu nam sau, bac si Burnley sé gtti Ilse dén trudng trung hoc
Shrewsbury, va sau d6 la t6i Montreal dé hoc dién thuyét. Vay nén t6i mdi
ghen ti v6i ban ay, chit khong phadi vi chiéc vay lua. T6i chi mong sao bac
Elizabeth cho phép t6i t6i Shrewsbury, nhung chi e la chang doi nao c6
chuyén dé dau. Vi me t6i da tron nha theo b6 t6i nén bac dy luén cho rang
hé sénh ra mot cai khong dé mat dén t6i dugc la dirng hong tin twdng vao
t0i. Nhung dang 1€ ra bac ay chang can phai lo sg t6i sé tron nha theo tiéng
goi tinh yéu. Toi da ha quyét tam sé khong bao gio 1dy chong. T6i sé gan
bo tron doi voi nghé thuat.

“Teddy mu6én mua thu t&i sé dén Shrewsbury, nhung me ciu ay sé
khong dong y dau. Néi thé khong c6 nghia la ba ay s¢ Teddy bo nha di theo
tiéng goi tinh yéu, chi la ba dy yéu thwong cau ay qua doi nén khong thé roi
xa cau ay dugc. Teddy muon trd thanh hoa si, va thay Carpenter bao rang
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cau dy c6 nang khiéu trdi pht va nén dugc trao cho co héi, nhung chang ai
dam néi gi vdi ba Kent ca. Ba ay 1a m6t phu nit nhé nhan-that ra chang cao
hon t6i 1a may, lang 1€ va rut ré - y vay nhung ai ciling s¢ ba ay. T6i... s¢
dén chét di dwgc. Toi ludn biét roé ba ay khong thich minh-ngay tir ngay xtra
ngay xwa cai thoi toi va Ilse lan dau tién dén Vat Cuc Ngéi dé choi vé6i
Teddy. Nhung gio thi ba dy ghét to6i han hoi — t6i dam chac thé - chi vi
Teddy quy t6i. Ba ay khong thé chiu dung duwgc khi cau dy yéu quy bat ky
ai hay bat ky thi gi khac ngoai ba ay. Tham chi, ba ay con ghen ca véi
tranh cdu ay vé nita. Vay nén cidu ay chang cé nhiéu co hdi dé t6i
Shrewsbury dau. Perry thi sé di. Cau dy chang cé xu nao, nhung du gi cau
ay ciling sé lam theo y minh. Chinh vi vdy vau ay dinh sé t6i Shrewsbury
thay vi Hoc vién Queen. Cau dy van dinh ninh rang & Shrewsbury dé kiém
viéc lam thém hon, thém nita tién tro ¢ day cling ré hon.

“'Ba bac Tom gia lom khom cta t& cling c6 it tién day,' cau ay bao toi,
'nhung ba dy sé chang cho t& du chi mot xu... trw phi... tr? phi...'

“R0i cdu ay nhin t6i day an y.

“T6i chang thé kiém ché dwgc ma do hét cd mat, roi sau do lai gian
dién lén vai chinh minh vi t6i da dé mat, va ca vGi Perry nifa... vi cau ta da
nhac dén mot chuyén ma t6i khong muon nghe chit nao... héi xwa ay, cé
lan bac Tom cua cau ta da gap toi & rirng cay bui nha 6ng John Ngao Man,
va lam to6i sg dén chét di dwgc vi ba dy ci nang nac bat toi hita sé cudi
Perry khi nao ching t6i 16n, chi thé thi ba &y m&i chiu nu6i cau ay an hoc.
To6i chua tirng ké v6i ai vé chuyén dé — xau ho chét di dugc — ngoai Ilse, va
ban ay bao,

“ 'Nghi ma xem, ba Tom lai mong moi kiém mé6t ngwdi nha Murray
cho Perry co day!

“Nhung sau do, Ilse t6 ra khat khe khung khiép v6i Perry, suot ngay
cdi co v6i cau dy, ca vé nhitng chuyén ma toi chi thay buén cuwdi thoi. Perry

https://thuviensach.vn



chdng bao gio thich bi bat ky ai qua mat vé bat ctt chuyén gi. Tuan vira roi,
lic chung t6i dang du tiéc & nha Amy Moore, chii cia Amy da ké cho
chuing t6i nghe vé mé6t con bé kha quai di ma chu ay tirng nhin thay, n6 chi
co ba chan thoi, vay la Perry bao,

“'Oi dao, thé thi c6 1a gi so véi con vit chau titng nhin thady & Na Uy

’

chw.'

“(bung la Perry tirng & Na Uy that. Ngay xwa hoi con nhd, cau ay tirng
cung cha minh dong buém lénh dénh khap moi noi. Nhung t6i chang tin bat
c? 10i nao vé con vit d6. Cau dy khong ndi doi — cau ay chi bia chuyén thoi.
Thay Carpenter kinh mén, con khong thé khong viét nghiéng dugc.)

“Theo 10i Perry thi con vit &y cé bon chan, hai chan nam & vi tri binh
thwong giong nhuw nhitng con vit khac, con hai chan nita thi moc ra sau
lvng. Vay nén khi nao phat mét vi di bang doi chan binh thwong roi thi né
sé 1at ngtra minh lai di bang hai chan kia!

“Perry ké cau chuyén bia nay véi vé mat rat nghiém tuic, va ai ciing
déu pha 1én cuwoi, chi cia Amy thi noi, 'Ké tiép di, Perry." Nhung Ilse lai
gian dién lén va suo6t trén duong vé nha khong thém noi nang gi vai cau ay.
Ban ay bédo cau ay da ty bién minh thanh mot thang ngoc, c6 gang 'ra vé ta
day' bang m6t cau chuyén ngu ngoc nhu thé, va chang quy ong nao lai cuw
Xt theo kiéu do hét.

“Perry noi: 'Gid t6i van chwa phai mot quy 6ng ma chi la cau bé lam
thué thoi, nhung mot ngay nao do, tiéu thw Ilse a, toi sé trd thanh mot quy

ong hao hoa phong nha hon bét ky ai c6 biét cho ma xem.'

“'C6 phéi quy ong hay khong,' Ilse ndi day ac y, 'thi tir khi sinh ra da
thé r6i. Ho khong thudc kiéu ngudi co gang thi sé thanh, cdu biét day.'

“Ilse hau nhuw da bé han théi quen goi nguwdi khac la d6 nay do no,
giong nhw ngay xwa ban ay van lam khi cdi 1on véi Perry hodc t6i, ma thay
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vao dé la n6i nhitng diéu doc ac, cay doc. Ching con khién ngudi ta ton
thwong hon gap nhiéu lan so véi bi goi la do6 nay d6 no, nhung t6i that tam
chang buén dé y dén chiing — khong nhiéu lam — hay khong 1au lam — vi
Ilse khong chu tam noi thé va that ra ban dy ciling yéu quy t6i khong kém gi
t0i yéu quy ban ay. Nhung Perry thi bao nhitng 16i dy ct deo dang tam tri
cau ay. Tw lic do6 cho téi tan khi da vé dén nha, cau dy va Ilse chang noi
nang gi véi nhau nita, nhwng hom sau, Ilse lai cong kich cau dy vi chuyén
dung sai ngtt phap va khong ding day khi c6 mot phu nhan buéc vao
phong.

“ 'Tat nhién ngudi ta cling chang thé trong chd cau biét diéu dé duoc,'
ban 4y no6i bang giong cay doc hét mitc, 'nhung t6i dam chac thay
Carpenter da no luc hét sirc dé day ngit phap cho cau.'

“Perry khong noi mot 16i vai Ilse ma chi quay sang noi véi toi.

“'Cau sé chi cho t& cac 16i sai chi#?' cau ay hoi. '"T¢ khong thay kho
chiu néu cau lam thé dau... khi chiing ta 16n 1én thi khéng phai Ilse ma
chinh cau méi la ngwoi phai chiu dung t6.'

“Cau ay noi thé cot lam Ilse gian, nhung téi con gian hon nhiéu, vi né
bong gié vé mot chi dé cam ky. Vay nén ca hai dita t6i chang ai thém néi
chuyén véi cau ay trong sudt hai ngay, va cau dy bao du sao di nita thi cau
ay cling nhe ca ngudi vi tam thoi thoat duwge nhitng 161 chi trich gay gat cua
Ilse.

“Perry khong phai ngudi duy nhat & Trang Non bi roi vao tinh huéng
dang xdu ho. T6i qua t6i da n6i mot diéu ngu ngoc, khién cho méi khi nhg
lai t6i déu phdi do mat. Hoi Phu nit Cu trg da hop mat & day va bac
Elizabeth maoi ho an t6i, vay la chong ctia cac ba cac co trong hoi cling dén
tham gia. Ilse va t6i ding phuc vu & ban an bay bién trong bép vi ban
phong khach khong du rong. Ban dau thi moi chuyén ciing kha vui, nhung
dén khi moi nguoi déu da dwge phu vu do an thitc uéng day du thi khong
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khi c6 phan té nhat dan, va t6i ditng bén cita so, vira phong anh mat ra
ngoai vuon, vira soan trong dau may van tho. T6i say swa véi viéc nay dén
noi chang may choc da quén bang tat ca moi thit khac, cho téi khi dot nhién
toi nghe thay bac Elizabeth goi 'Emily' bang giong sac 1ém, va roi bac ay
hwéng anh mat day an y vé phia ngai Johnson, muc st méi cta ching toi.
T6i boi roi chop 1ay binh tra va kéu Ién,

“'0i, ngai Tach, ngai c6 mudn cham thém tra vao Johnson cua ngai
khong a?'

“Ai ndy déu pha lén cuwdi, bac Elizabeth trong vo cung cau kinh va bac
Laura xau ho tot do, con t6i thi chi wéc gi minh chui xuéng dat cho xong.
T6i tran troc gan hét mot dém vi ¢t nghi mai vé chuyén nay. La mot noi toi
tin chac néu thyc sy lam sai chuyén gi dé thi téi cling chang cam thay bt
it va xau ho dén mic nay. Tat nhién day la van dé veé 'long kiéu hanh ctia
nguwoi nha Murray', va toi cho rang chuyén nay rat té hai. Boi khi, toi chi sg
rang xét cho cung, ba bac Ruth Dutton héa ra da danh gia dung vé toi.

“Khong, ba 4y khong ding!

“Nhung & Trang Non da hinh thanh mot truyén thong rang nhitng
nguwoi phu nit trong dong ho can phai cé da kha nang déi phé véi bat ky
tinh huéng nao va lic ndo ciing phai té ra duyén dang dwong hoang. Oi
chao, con gi la duyén dang duong hoang khi hoi ngai muc sw méi mot cau
nhu vay chit. T6i dam chac tr gio trd di, hé gap t6i la thé nao 6ng dy cling
nghi dén chuyén dé cho xem, va t6i sé luén kho s& dan vat moi khi thay
ong ay hwdéng anh mat vé phia minh.

“Nhung bay gio, khi da viét lai cau chuyén nay vao nhat ky roi thi t6i
khong con cam thdy qua kho s& nita. Dwong nhuw mot khi da dwgc viét ra
roi thi chang diéu gi con c6 vé to tat hay khing khiép — than 0i, cling chang
dep dé hay huy hoang — nhv khi ta dang nghi hay cam giac vé né. Duong
nhw n6 da co lai ngay khi ta dem no vao trong ngon ngir. Ngay ca cau tho
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toi vira sang tac ngay trudc khi thot 1én cau hoi ngd ngan do6 c6 vé nhw
cling chi con gitt lai dwgc mot nira sy hay ho khi dwgc t6i viét thanh cau
chir:

“'Noi nhitng ban chan nhung ctia bong t6i ém ai budc qua.'

“N6 khong phai vay. Dudng nhw né da mat mat it nhiéu vé dep rang r&
roi. Tuy nhién, ltic t6i dang ditng do, phia sau toan bo dam dong dang vira
an uéng vira chuyén tro, va nhin thay bong t6i rén rén, ém ai lwét qua khu
vuon va day doi, chang khac gi mot phu nit xinh dep khoac tdm &o choang
dém vd&i d6i mat chinh 1a hai vi sao, d&nh chép da dén, khién t6i quén di hét
thdy moi thit trén doi, chi giit lai nifm mong maéi dwgc mang chit gi do cia
vé dep ma t6i cdm nhan dugc ay vao trong 16i tho ctia minh. Khi cau tho dé
ndy ra trong tam tri t6i, t6i cdm thay dwong nhu t6i hoan toan khong phai
nguoi da sang tac ra né — dwong nhw cé Diéu Gi Khac dang c6 gang muwgn
toi dé 1én tiéng — va chinh DBiéu Gi Khac dé da khién cau tho c6 vé that
tuyét diéu... &y vay ma bay gio khi khoanh khac qua r6i thi cau chit duwong
nhu that nhat nhéo, ngu ngdc, va bitc tranh ma t6i dang c6 gang vé nén nho
ngon ngit lai chang hé tuyét diéu dén thé.

“Oi, gia nhu t6i c6 thé mang moi thit vao trong ngdn ngit ngay khi toi
nhin thdy ching! Thay Carpenter bdo, 'C& c6 lén... c6 gang hon nita... kién
tri vao... ngén ngit 1a phwong tién truyén dat cuda tro... hay bién chiing thanh
no6 lé cho tro... cho dén khi chiing néi cho trdo nghe nhitng diéu tro mudn
nghe.' Qua nhu thé that... va t6i da thi réi... nhung t6i van cam giac nhw cé
mot thit gi d6 vuot ra ngoai ngon ngt... bat ky tir ngit nao... hét thdy moi tw
ngtr... mot thit gi d6 ludn tron thoat khadi ta moi khi ta c6 gang nam bat... dy
vay nhung no sé van dé rét lai trong tay ta mot thit néu khong chiu véi tay
ra ta sé chang bao gio c6 dugc.

“T6i van nhé mot ngay mua thu nam ngoai, chii Dean va t6i di bo qua
ndi Ngoan Muc dé t6i khu veeon phia bén kia — cdy c6i trong ritng chu yéu
la linh sam, nhung c6 rieng mot goc danh cho nhitng cay thong lau nam
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16ng lay. Hai chu chéu t6i ng6i duwédi goc cay thong, chi Dean doc cho t6i
nghe truyén Peveril xit Peak va ca mdy bai tho cia Scott nita; roi chu ay
ngudc nhin Ién nhitng canh cay to xoe rong nhv sgi 1ong chim, va noi,

“'Cac vi than dang chuyén tro trong nhitng cay thong... cac vi than
cta phvong Bac xa xuwa... cia nhitng cau chuyén dan gian vé nguoi Viking.
Sao Troi nay, chau cé biét tho cia Emerson khong nhi?'

“Varoi chu ay doc doan tho... t6i van con nhé nhu in va tir d6 dén nay
van lu6n yéu thich nhitng van tho do.

“'Cac vi than chuyén tro trong hoi thd cta thé gian,

Ho chuyeén tro trong cay thong du dwa xao xac,

L4p day bo bién xwa rong dai

Bang cudc doi thoai thiéng liéng;

Va nha tho nghe l6m dugc

MGt tir ngau nhién ho néi

Chinh la ngwoi dinh méenh da an bai

Pén tubi tac cling danh tuan phuc.'

“Qi, céi 'ttr ngau nhién' d6 — n6 chinh 1a Piéu Gi D6 da trén khéi toi.
T6i van luon lang tai hong nghe thay né... t6i biét minh chang bao gio nghe
thdy dugc... tai t6i khong dong diéu vdi no... nhung tdéi dam chac thinh
thodng t6i van nghe thdy mot tiéng vong yéu 6t, xa xam, nhat nhoa cuia
né... va chinh tiéng vong ay khoi ddy trong t6i mot niém vui thich dén dau

cung noi tuyét vong bdi khong thé truyeén tai vé dep ciia n6 bang bat ci tir
ngit nao to6i biét.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Ay vay nhung, tiéc thay, t6i dd tw bién minh thanh mét ¢6 ngdc ngay
sau trai nghiém tuyét voi do.

“Gia toi co thé Iwét tdi phia sau muc sw Johnson, bang nhitng buéc
chan ém 4&i nhw béng dém, roi duyén dang cham tra cho ong tir chi€c binh
tra bang bac ctia cu c6 Murray, hét nhw béng t6i dang rét dém vao chiéc
tach trang cua thung liing Blair, chac han bac Elizabeth sé hai long vé t6i
hon gap van lan so vé&i khi t6i c6 thé sang tac nén bai tho dac sac nhat tran
gian.

“Bac Jimmy thi khac mot troi mot vire. Toi nay, sau khi hai bac chau
xem bang danh muc xong, t6i da doc bai tho cia minh cho bac ay nghe, va
bac ay thay no rat tuyét. (Bac ay chang thé biét rang n6 con kém xa so véi
nhitng gi t6i nhin thdy trong tdm tri.) Bac Jimmy ciing sdng tac tho. O
nhiéu cho, bac ay rat khon ngoan sang suét. Con & nhiéu cho khac, nhitng
ch6 ndo bo bi ton thwong do bac dy bi bac Elizabeth day nga xudng cai
giéng & Trang Non, bac dy ching c6 gi hét. O do chi cé sy tréng rong thdi.
Vay nén ai cling bao bac ay la ngudi ngdy dai, bac Ruth tham chi con dam
noi bac Jimmy chang da khon ngoan dé du6i mot con méo tranh xa cho
kem. Ay thé nhung néu ta ghép hét nhitng chd khon ngoan sang sudt cua
bac ay lai, thi & ca cai lang Ho6 Blair nay, chang ai c6 n6i mét nira sy thong
minh dich thye cia bac dy dau — ké ca thay Carpenter di chang nita. Moi toi
ta chang thé ghép hét nhitng chd khon ngoan sang sudt cia bac ay lai
dugc... gitta ching ludon cé cac khoang trong. Nhung t6i rat yéu quy bac
Jimmy, va ngay ca khi bac ay bi nhitng thi ki quac am vao, t6i cting khong
bao gid sg bac dy, du chi mot ndy may. Ngwoi khac thi van so - ngay ca bac
Elizabeth, tuy nhién bac ay thi c6 1é khong phai so ma ding hon la an nan
day dit — chi triv Perry. Perry ltc nao ciing khoe khoang cau ay chang sg gi
sat... chang bao gid biét sg 1a gi. T6i nghi néu dwoc thé thi tuyét biét bao.
Gia nhu t6i c6 thé gan da nhuw vay. Thay Carpenter néi sg hai la mot thi
Xau xa, la con cé cuaa hau hét moi sai lam va nhitng diéu dang ghét trén thé
gioi.
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“'Xua dudi n6 di, Ngoc Bich,' thay ndi... 'xua dudi né khoi tréi tim di.
So hai chinh la thtra nhan sy yéu du6i. Thi¢ khién tro s¢g hai manh mé hon
tro nhiéu, hay it ra theo tro nghi la vay, néu khong tro da chang s¢ né. Hay
nhd Emerson cua tro... 'sg diéu gi thi hay lam diéu ay".

“Nhung, nhw chi Dean da noéi day, day dung la kiéu 1oi khuyén hay thi
hay that nhwng khéng cé co thuce hién, va t6i khéng tin la minh c6 thé lam
dwgc. Thanh that ma noi, t6i sg rat nhiéu thit, nhung trén thé gidi nay chi cé
hai nguwdi khién to6i sg@ thuwe sw. Mot 1la ba Kent, va mot la 6ng Morrison
Khung. T6i s¢g 6ng dy khing khiép, va chac han tat cd nhitng nguwoi khac
cling vay. Nha ong dy & Ao Thanh Kién, nhung 6ng dy chang may khi &
dé... ong ay lang thang khap moi mién dat nwéc, tim kiém c6 dau mat tich
ctia 6ng dy. Ong ay da két hon cach day lau 1dm r6i, nhung méi duwoc vai
tuan thi nguwoi vo tré qua doi, va ké tir ngay do, ong ay chang bao gio con
tinh tdo dwoc nita. Ong 4y cit khing khing rdng ba van chwa chét ma chi
mat tich thoi, va sé cé ngay 6ng tim thdy ba. Theo nam thang, 6ng ay ci thé
gia di, lung cit thé cong xudng, va van c* mai miét di tim ngwoi vg mat
tich, nhwng véi 6ng, ba van ludn tré trung va xinh dep.

“He nam ngodi, mot hom ong ay da dén day, nhung khong vao nha...
chi dam chiéu nhom vao trong bép ro6i hoéi, 'Annie c6 & day khong?' Hom
d6 ong dy kha hién lanh, nhung thinh thodng 6ng ay hung dit va dién ro
khong ta néi. Ong dy bao lic ndo ciing nghe thay tiéng ba Annie dang goi...
rang tiéng néi cdia ba ay ludn 1¢ litng phia trwdc ong... ludn luén & phia
trirdc ong, y nhu cai tir ngau nhién cda t6i. Mat 6ng ay quat queo chang chit
nép nhdn, va trong 6ng chang khac gi mot con khi gia lu khu. Nhung thi
to6i ghét nhat la ban tay phai ctia 6ng dy — n6 dé tham nhw nhuém mau -
han vét bét. Toi khong thé giai thich 1y do tai sao, chi biét rang ban tay do6
khién t6i kinh hai tot cung. Chi can cham vao né ciing khién t6i khong chiu
nodi. Thém vao dé, nhiéu khi, 6ng ay con cwdi mot minh rat dang sg. Sinh
vat duy nhat cé vé thu hit dwgc si quan tdm cuia 6ng dy la con ché gia mau
den dinh chat 6ng dy nhw hinh véi bong. Ngudi ta bdo 6ng dy chang bao
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gi®o xin x6 cho ban than du chi mot mau thitc an. Néu khéng dugc moi thi
ong san sang chiu déi, nhing 6ng sé cau xin thitc an cho ché cia minh.

“Qi chao, t6i s¢ 6ng ay dén chét di duge, va hom dé, téi mirng him vi
ong ay khong vao trong nha. Lic 6ng dy quay lung di, mai toc dai da nga
mau mudi tiéu phat pho trong gié, bac Elizabeth déi mat nhin theo ma néi,

“'Hoi con tré, Fairfax Morrison rat banh bao, thong minh, vGi ca mot
twong lai ruc 6 dang chd don. Thé day, that chang ai lwong trudc dugce sy
xép dat caa Chua.'

“'Thi vay mai thu vi chtt a,' toi noi.

“Nhung bac Elizabeth da cau may béo t6i dirng c6 to thai do bat kinh,
ding phéan ng quen thudc ctia bac 4y moi khi t6i néi gi lién quan dén
Chda. T6i chang hiéu noi tai sao nita. Bac ay ciing khong cho Perry va toi
néi chuyén vé Nguoi, du Perry that 1ong vo ciing quan tam dén Nguodi va
mong muon tim hiéu tat tdt moi chuyén vé Nguwoi. C6 mot chiéu Chu nhat,
bac Elizabeth tinh c@ nghe thay t6i bay té v&i Perry suy nghi cta toi vé
Chua, vay la bac ay bao nhu thé that dang ho then.

“Nhung c6 phai vay dau! Van dé nam & cho Chua cta bac Elizabeth
khac véi Chida cua t6i, chi thé théi. T6i cho 1a moi ngwoi déu c6 mot Chida
riéng. Vi du nhu Chuia cta bac Ruth sé tritng phat ké thu cua bac ay... mang
'sw phan xét' dén cho ho. Theo t6i thay, c6 vé nhu that tinh d6i véi bac ay
thi Nguoi chi c6 moi 1gi ich d6 thoi. Jim Cosgrain thwong mang Nguoi ra
dé thé thot. Con di Janey Milburn thi ngay ngay buwdc trong anh sang tur
Chuta cua di ay, va tdéa sang cung no.

“T6i nay t6i da doc can cam xuc ctia minh roi, va gio t6i di nga thoi.
To6i biét ro minh da viét rat nhiéu 't 1ang phi' vao trong cudn nhat ky nay —
lai thém mot sai lam van chwong cta t0i, theo cach néi cta thay Carpenter.

https://thuviensach.vn



“"Tro 1ang phi ngon ngir qua, Ngoc Bich a... tro vung vit ching ra mot
cach qua vo t6i va. Hay biét tiét kiém va kiém ché... d6 chinh la diéu tro
dang can day.'

“Tét nhién thay dy noi rat ding, va toi da co gang ap dung 16i khuyén
nhu cda thay vao trong cac bai luan va truyén ctia minh. Nhuwng nhat ky cia
t0i thi ngoai toi ra c6 ai doc dau, hoac néu co6 thi ciling phai dgi cho dén khi
toi chét da, vay nén t6i chi muén mac cho cam xtic ctia minh dan dén dau
thi di dén do.”

Emily nhin cdy nén — né ciing sap tan ro6i. C6 bé biét o t6i nay dirng
mo c6 thém cdy nén nao nita — cac quy tac cta bac Elizabeth cling ngang
bang cac quy tac cua dan Mede va dan Ba Tu: ¢ bé cdt cuén nhat ky vao
cai tu nhé trén bé 10 swdi bén phai, vui ngon Itta dang lui dan, cdi quan do
va thoi tat nén. Can phong cham rai chim vao trong thit &nh sang nhot nhat,
ma quai loa nhoa anh tuyét cia budi dém vén c6 trang nhung vang trang
tron lai bi khuat 14p phia sau nhitng ddm mday bdo dang van vii. Nhung
ngay khi Emily da san sang vui minh trén chiéc giwvong cao den si thi cam
hitng bat chgt ap dén — mdot y twédng mdi toanh choéi sang vé mot cau
chuyén. Co bé thoang rung minh mién cuwdng: can phong dang lanh dan.
Nhung lam sao tr chdi cdi y twdng kia duge chie. Emily chu6i tay vao gitta
16p khan trdi givong nhéi 16ng chim va tdm dém nhoi rom r6i 16i ra mot
cay nén con phan nira, von dugc gidu & day phong nhitng Iic khan cap nhw
thé nay.

Tat nhién, day khong phai hanh dong ding dan gi cho cam. Nhung tw
tredc tGi nay, va ngay ca sau nay ciing vay, toi chang bao gio lam ra vé
Emily la mot da tré luon lam nhitng chuyén ding dan. Sach truyén dau cé
viét vé nhitng dia tré chuyén lam nhitng chuyén ding dan chi. Nhw thé thi
ching sé nhat hoen hoét dén do chang ai bu6n doc nita.

Emily thap nén, xé chan vao tat va khoac thém chiéc 4o choang day
cop, roi ldy ra mot cudn s6 Jimmy khac da kin chir qua ntra va bat dau viét,
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dwéi anh nén don doc, chap chon dang vé nén mot 6¢c ddo anh sang nhot
nhat gitta can phong von t6i den nhw myc. Emily viét gitta 6c ddo anh sang
ay, mai dau den cui rap trén quyén so, trong khi budi t6i cham rai tr6i qua
lang 18, gitta lic cac cu dan khac cta trang trai Trang Non déu da chim sau
vao giac ngu; cang lic ngudi cang lanh va tw thé cling bat dau thiéu thoai
mai, nhung con bé gan nhw chang hé nhan ra. B6i mat né btrng chdy... hai
g0 ma tng hong rang rd... ngon ngtt tudn trao nhw doan quan than thanh
ram rap tuan theo tiéng goi tir ngoi but. Cubi cung, dén lic cay nén tan xeéo
xéo hdp hoi gitta viing sap nhé dwédi chan nén, con bé méi rung minh tha
dai quay vé hién thuwc. Bong ho chi hai gio sang, Emily vira lanh cong vira
meét rii; nhung con bé da hoan thanh cau chuyén cia minh, va dé la cau
chuyén dac sac nhat con bé tirng sang tac. Emily ric vao trong cai 6 gio da
lanh ngat, long tran ngdp cam giac han hoan man nguyén nho da dap tng
tron ven théi thic sang tao ctia minh, va thiép di gitta tiéng ru hdi cia con
bao dang da suy yéu.
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EMILY TREN DAI CAU VONG

Lucy Maud Montgomery
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 2: Thoi Thanh Xuan Non Nét

Cudn sach nay khong hoan toan, tham chi cling khong phai phan 16n,
duwgc cau thanh bdi cac doan trich tit cudén nhat ky cia Emily; nhung, bang
viéc két nbi cac van dé du chwa da tam quan trong dén mirc xitng dang
dwgc danh han m6t chwong riéng nhung lai khong thé thiéu néu muoén hiéu
can ké vé tinh cach va moi treong cua co bé, t6i sé gidi thifu mot phan
cudn nhat ky d6. Thém nita, khi ngwoi ta da c6 san chat liéu trong tay thi
t0i gi khong dung ch¥? Cu6n “nhat ky” cta Emily, v6i hét thay nhitng cho
viét nghiéng va nhitng ch6 non ndét thiéu trau chuét ay, qua thye da khac
hoa hinh dnh Emily trong mua xuan thit muwdi bon ctia cudc doi cung tam
hén nhay cdm giau tri twéng twgng ctia c6 bé mot cach sac nét hon bat ky
cuon tiéu st nao c6 thé lam duwgc. Vay nén, ching ta hay thir ng6é thém lan
nita vao nhitng trang sach 6 vang cta “cuén s6 Jimmy” cii k§ von dugc viét
t’ ngay xtra ngay xua trong “sy canh chirng” cua Trang Non.

“15 thang Hai, 19...

“T6i da ha quyét tam hang ngay sé viét vao cudn nhat ky nay hét thay
moi hanh dong ca tot cd x4u cua t6i. T6i bat gdp y twédng nay trong mot
cuon sach, va vo cung hitng thd véi nd. T6i mudn phan anh mét cach chan
thye nhat. Tat nhién, viét vé nhitng viéc lam t6t thi dé qua roi, nhung con
viéc lam xau thi chang dé gi ma néi dugc ra.

“Hom nay, toi chi lam duy nhat dugc mot viéc xau — cé nghia la viéc
duy nhét t6i cho la xau. Toi da t6 thai do xac lao vaGi bac Elizabeth. Bac dy
nghi t0i rita bat dia 1au qua. Toi thi chang thdy c6 1y do gi can phai voi va
cd, ma toi lai con dang ban sang tdc mdt cau chuyén tén la Bi mat cta chiéc
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coi xay. Bac Elizabeth nhin t6i r6i nhin dong ho, va noéi thai do gat géng
nhat tran doi,

“'Chau la chi em v6i loai 6c sén day a, Emily?'

“ 'Khong! Oc sén ching c6 didy mo ré ma gi véi chau hét,' toi kiéu ky
dap lai.

“Véan dé khong nam & cau néi cda t6i, ma chinh cach t6i n6i méi thé
hién sy xac ldo. Va t6i da chu tam lam thé. T6i titc dén n6 dom dém mat —
hé c bi ai chi trich 1a y nhu rang t6i lai phat cdu. Chuyén xong roi thi t6i
lai thay hoi han vo cung vi da cdu gian — nhwng t6i hdi han vi lam thé that
ngu ngoc va khong ra dang doan trang chi khong phai vi thay t6i 16i. Vay
nén chac han ciing khong thé coi d6 la sw an nan hai 16i dich thue dugc.

“Vé viéc tot thi hom nay t6i lam dwgc hai viéc. T6i da citu song hai
sinh mang bé bong. Sal Ng6 Ngao tém dwgc mot chi chim sé mat den dang
thwong, va toi da doat 1dy chu ta ti tay 6 nang. Chua sé hoi ha bay di mat,
va t6i dam chac chd ta vo cung hanh phic. Sau d6, t6i xuéng cho chan bat
trong ham va phat hién ra mét con chudt bi kep chan vao bay. Con vat toi
nghiép nam do, sitc tan luyc kiét do viing vay qua nhiéu, trong d6i mat den
la 4nh nhin dé. T6i khéng sao kiém long dwgc nén danh tha ty do cho né,
va du chan cang nhv thé nhung né van nhanh chéng chuén di mat dang.
Toi khong chac chan 1am vé hanh dong nay. Tat nhién xét tir diém nhin cta
con chu6t thi day la mot viéc tot, nhung theo quan diém ctia bac Elizabeth
thi sao?

“T6i nay, bac Laura va bac Elizabeth da doc nguyén mot hop day ap
thw tir cii r6i sau do6 dot sach. Hai bac dy doc thanh tiéng va binh luan vé
may birc thw do, trong khi t6i ng6i trong géc nha dé dan tat. Nhitng birc thw
rat thi vi va toi da biét dugc vo khoi diéu toi chwa bao gid biét vé nha
Murray. T6i cdm thdy tuyét voi xiét bao vi dwgc lam mot thanh vién trong
mot gia dinh nhw thé nay. Chang trach dan lang Ho Blair goi ching t6i la
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“Nguoi Buge Chon” — mdc du ho néi thé khong phai véi y khen nggi. Toi
cam thdy nhat thiét phai tuan thu nghiém ngat nhitng truyén théng ctia dong
ho minh.

“Hom nay, t0i nhan dwgc mot bire thw dai tir chi Dean Priest. Chu ay
dang trai qua mua dong & Algiers. Cha ay bdo dén thang Tw sé vé nha va he
tGi sé dén ¢ cung vébi chi gai, ba Fred Evans. Toi rat vui. Sé tuyét biét bao
néu chu 4y & lai H6 Blair sudt cd mua he. Chwa cé bat ky ai tro chuyén vGi
t0i giong nhu chi Dean. Chu ay la ngudi 16n t@ t€ nhat va thu vi nhat toi
tirng biét. Bac Elizabeth bdo chud ay la ké ich ky, giong hét nhitng nguoi
mang ho Priest. Nhung hoi d6 bac dy dau c6 yéu quy gi nha Priest. Lic nao
bac ay ciing goi chu ay la Lwng Binh, va chang hiéu sao ctt nghe thé toi lai
thay kho chiu. Mot bén vai cua chii Dean cao hon vai bén kia that, nhung
do6 c6 phai 16i ctia chu dy dau. T6i tirng c6 1an noi véi bac Elizabeth rang t6i
mong sao bac dy dirng goi ban t6i nhw thé, nhung bac ay chi béo,

“'Co phai ta dat biét danh cho ban cta chau dau, Emily. Tt xwa dén
nay ho hang nha cau ta lic nao chang goi cdu ta la Lung Binh. Nha Priest
dau c6 vang danh vi sy lich thiép dau!'

“ Teddy ciing nhan dwgc thw tir chi Dean, va thém cd mot cuén sach
nita — Cugc doi nhitng hoa si vi dai - Michael Angelo, Raphael, Velasquez,
Rembrandt, Titian. Cau dy bao khong dam dé cho me ciu ay nhin thay cau
ay dang doc cudn sach nay, thé nao ba ay ciing dot di cho xem. T6i tin chac
chi can c6 co hoi, Teddy roi cling sé tré thanh mot nghé si vi dai nhw bat ky
ai trong s6 dé thoi.”

“18 thang Hai, 19...

“HO6m nay, toi da c6 mot budi t6i rat dé chiu khi mot minh di dao sau
gi® hoc trén con dwong ven sudi chay qua rirng cay bui nha 6ng John Ngao
Man. Vang mat tr0i mau kem la la trén man tuyét trang xd6a, con nhitng cai
béng d6 xuéng manh mai va u buén dén that long. T6i van luon cho rang
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trén doi nay, chang c6 gi dep bang bong cdy. Va dén khi t6i budc vao vuon,
cai bong cua t6i trong méi hay lam sao chi, dai ngoang ngoang dén do vat
sang han phia bén kia vieon. Ngay lic do, t6i da sang tac duwgc mdt bai tho
v&i hai cau,

“'Néu ching ta cao ngang bong ctia minh,
Thi béng ching ta sé cao dén mitc nao.'
“T6i nghi cau tho nay rat dam chat triét hoc.

“T6i nay t6i da viét truyén va bac Elizabeth biét thira to6i dang lam gi
nén tirc gian lam. Bac dy mang t6i vi t6i lang phi thoi gian. Nhung nhw thé
dau c6 lang phi thoi gian. Nho viét truyén, toi da tredng thanh hon, t6i biét
chac nhu thé. Va chwa ké c6 nhiéu cau khién toi rat thich nita. 'T6i e s¢
canh ritng xam' — t6i rat hai l1ong véi cau nay. Va... 'bang bac oai nghiém
nhv anh trang, nang dao buwdc trong khu ring t6i'. T6i thady cau nay kha
hay. Tuy nhién, thay Carpenter lai bao bat ctt khi nao cam thdy cai gi dé
ddc biét hay thi t6i hay cat bo n6 di ngay. Nhung chao 6i, t6i khong thé cat
cau ay di dwgc, it nhat chwa phai la bay gio. La & chd, cit khoang ba thang
sau khi thay Carpenter kéu t6i cat bo thit nay thi kia, t6i lai thady thay noi
ding va cdm thay xdu ho vi n6. Hom nay thay Carpenter khong té ra chut
nhan nhwgng nao déi véi bai luan caa t6i. Thay chang thay hai long vdi bat
ctt diém nao & no hét.

“ 'Trong mot doan ma c6 dén tan ba tir than 6i sao, Emily. Chi mot lan
thoi cling da la qua nhiéu trong cai nam day on phwdc nay réi!' 'Hap dan
khon cudng hon - Emily, vi Chda, viét tiéng Anh di xem nao! Thé nay that
khong chap nhan duogc.'

“Chuyén nay cling thé. T6i t minh danh gia va cam thay noi xau ho
lan téa khap chau than nhw mét con séng do birng. Ro6i, sau khi thay
Carpenter da dung buit chi xanh gach gan nhu tat ca cac cau van, cham choc
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hét thay nhitng doan van hay ho ctda t6i va gan nhw dong dén ciu tric cau
nao ciing déu 16i ra dugc 16i, réi con bao rang t6i qua nghién thé hién 'cha
nghia khon ngoan' trong bai viét, thay quang cudn v& bai tap cta t6i xudng,
X0C tay vao toc va noi,

“'Tro ma doi viét lach dy ha! Ngoc Bich nay, cam 1dy thia r6i hoc nau
nuwong di!'

“Roi thay sai buwdc bo di, 1am bam nhitng cau nguyeén rua 'khong dao
to bua l6n nhung vo cung tham thuy'. Toi nhat bai luan toi nghiép cua minh
1én, trong long cling khong dén noi qua kho s@. T6i von da biét ndu nuwéng
roi, thém nita thoi gian qua, t6i da it nhiéu hiéu thay Carpenter. Bai luan
cta t6i cang dac sac, con gian dit ctia thay danh cho chiing sé cang di doi.
Chac han bai luan nay ciing twong doi 6n. Nhung thay van gian dir va mat
kién nhan vi thay da nhin ra c6 nhitng cho 1€ ra t6i con c6 thé lam t6t hon
nita, a4y vay ma t6i lai khong lam dwoc — vi cau thd, vi lwdi nhac hoac vi tho
0. Ma thay thi khong cach nao chiu n6i mot ngudi du c6 kha nang nhung
lai khong chiu lam cho t6t hon. Va néu khéng cho rang toi c6 thé sém dat
dwgc mot diéu gi do thi chac han thay cling sé chang buén ban tam dén toi.

“Bac Elizabeth khong tan thanh y kién ctia ngai Johnson. Bac dy cho
rang thuyét than hoc ctia ngai muc sw khéng ding dan. Trong bai giang dao
hém Chu nhat vira r6i, 6ng dy bao dao Phat cling cé nhiéu diém hay.

“ 'R6i hom sau thé nao ong ay ciling bao rang gido hdi La Ma ciing c6
cai hay cho xem,' bac Elizabeth phan n 1én tiéng lic dang ngoi an t6i.

“Co thé ¢ dao Phat ciing c6 nhiéu diém hay chit. Khi nao chi Dean tr@
Ve, t0i sé phai héi chud dy van dé nay méi dugce.”

“2 thang Ba, 19...

“HOm nay, tat cA may bac chau déu phai dy mot dam tang — cia ba cu
Sarah Paul. T trdc dén nay t6i van thich di dy dam tang. Khi nghe t6i n6i
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thé, bac Elizabeth c6 vé choang vang dén diéng ngudi, con bac Laura noi,
'0Oi, Emily yéu dau!' K& ma cé thé khién bac Elizabeth choang véng dén
diéng nguoi thi toi cling thady kha thich thd, nhwng t6i khong bao gio thay
thodi mai néu 1§ lam phién long bac Laura — bac ay dang mén dén thé co
ma — vay nén toi bén gidi thich, hay ding ra la c6 gang giai thich. Nhiéu
khi that kho giai thich moi chuyeén vai bac Elizabeth.

“'Pam tang tht vi ma bac,' t6i ndi. 'Va bubn cudi nita.'

“Co 1@ t6i noi thé chi cang khién cho tinh hinh thém t6i té. Tuy nhién,
bac Elizabeth ciing biét rd chang kém gi t6i rang sé thu vi xiét bao khi dugc
chitng kién mdy nguwdi ho hang cta ba Paul, nhitng ngudi suét bao nhiéu
nam nay van cam ghét va thudng xuyén cai co vdi ba — Itic con séng ba cu
cling da chang phai nguwdi than thién gi cho cam! — ng6i & do, vui mat vao
khan tay gid vo nitc nd. T6i biét thtra tirtng nguwdi bon ho cling nhuw tat ca
nhitng gi bon ho dang nghi trong long. Jake Paul dang ban khoan khong
biét liéu c6 kha nang ba gia cay nghiét do viét di chic dé lai chuit gi cho
ong ta khong... con Alice Paul, von biét r6 muwdi muoi ba ta sé chang nhan
dwgc gi, thi dang hy vong Jake Paul cling phdi chiu s6 phan twong ty. Néu
thé thi ba ta m@&i thdy man nguyén. Ba vg ctia Charles Paul dang ty hoi dén
lic nao ba ta sé dugc tuy y xi ly ngoi nha theo dung cach ba ta khao khat
tir lau nhung ba Paul da chang bao gio dong y. Con di Min dang sot hét ca
ruot, chi sg khéng cé da banh nwéng phuc vu cho dam ho hang xa bon doi
von chang bao gio dwgc ho chd mong hay muon gap, trong khi Lisette Paul
dém ngudi va 1ay lam buc minh vi s6 nguwdi tham dy khong dong bang dam
tang ctia ba Henry Lister hoi tuan trwdc. Luc t6i ndi lai chuyén nay véi bac
Laura, bac ay nghiém nghi noi,

“'C6 thé moi chuyén diing nhw thé that, Emily'-(bac ay biét thtra d6 la
su that ma!) - 'nhung tém lai, c6 vé khong duwgc ding dan lam néu mot co
gai mdi ti tudi dau nhu chau cé thé... cé thé nhin ra nhitng thi nay.'
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“Tuy nhién, t6i khong thé khong nhin ra nhitng diéu nay. Bac Laura
yéu dau lic nao cling cam thay ti€c thwong vo han cho moi nguwdi dén noi
bac dy chang thé nhan ra mat khoi hai ctia ho. Nhuwng t6i con thdy ca nhitng
diéu khac nita. T6i nhin thay Zack Fritz bé bong, cau bé dugc ba Paul nhan
nuoi va cham séc rat tan tinh, dau kho dén mic gan nhu suy sup, va toi con
nhin thdy ba Martha Paul dang day ditt hé then khi nhé dén cudc cai co gay
gat hoi xwa véi ba Paul... t6i nhin thdy khuén mat ba Paul, lic séng von cau
c6 khé dam dam la thé, vay ma gio lai that thanh than, oai nghiém va tham
chi con dep nita... nhw thé cudi cung T than cling da lam ba théa man.

“Phadi, cac dam tang qua la thua vi.”
“5 thang Ba, 19...

“T6i nay, tuyét roi nhe. T6i thich nhin man tuyét 1at phat dam xién
nhitng than cay toi sam.

“Co lé hém nay t6i da lam mot viéc tét. Jason Merrowby da dén day
gitip bac Jimmy xem g0, va t6i nhin thdy 6ng ay lén vao chuong lon, doc
chai rwgu tgp mot hép. Nhung t6i khong hé rang ké lai chuyén nay vdi bat
ky ai... viéc tot cua t6i 1a thé day.

“Co ¢ toi nén ké v6i bac Elizabeth, nhwng néu vay, bac ay sé khong
bao gio thué 6ng ay nita, ma ong ay lai dang khat viéc, vi con phai trong
nom ngwoi vo va dan con tdi nghiép. That chang phai lic nao cling dé dang
phan biét dwgc chac chan hanh dong cua ta 1a tét hay xau.”

“20 thang Ba, 19...

“Hom qua bac Elizabeth cau dién 1én vi t6i khong chiu viét 'diéu thi'
cho ong Peter Degeer md&i chét tuan tredc. Ba DeGeer dén day nho t6i viét
ho. Nhung t6i khong chiu... téi cuc ky phan nd treéc mot dé nghi kiéu thé.
T6i thay lam thé chang khac nao bang bo nghé thuat cua t6i... nhung tat
nhién t6i khong ndi nhw vay véi ba DeGeer roi. Néu noi ra thé thi thé nao
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ba dy ciing dau long lam cho xem, thém nita ba ay cling con lau mai hiéu
du chi xiu xiu y t6i mudn néi. Bén ca bac Elizabeth cling vay, sau khi ba
DeGeer di roi, toi da giai thich ly do tir choi vdi bac ay, nhung bac ay co
hiéu dau.

“'Chau toan viét hang déng thit vé van chang ai thém,' bac ay noi. 'Co
1& chau nén viét mot thit that sy dwgc ngudi khac mong muon. N6 sé mang
lai niém vui cho ba cu Marry DeGeer t0i nghiép. Lai con “bang b6 nghé
thudt cta chau” nita co day. Néu nhat thiét phai giai thich thi sao chau
khong chon cach noi cho c6 ly mot chuat ha Emily?!

“Toi ben tim cach noi nang cho co ly.

“'Bac Elizabeth,' toi n6i nghiém tic, 'lam sao chéau c6 thé viét tho diéu
cho ba ay chit? Chau khong thé viét mot bai diéu van sai sy that chi cot dé
mang lai niém vui cho bét ky ai. Ma chinh bac cling biét ro la mu6n néi vé
ong Peter DeGeer thi lam sao cé bai diéu van nao vira hay ho t6t dep vira
chan thuc duwgce cha!”

“Bac Elizabeth ciing biét vay, thé nén bac ay dam ra bdi roi, nhung
chinh vi thé bac ay lai cang byc minh véi t6i hon. Bac ay cau kinh qua doi
dén mic toi quyét dinh leo 1én phong viét 'diéu thi' vé dng Peter, nhung chi
nham mua vui cho ban than tho6i. Hién nhién, viét diéu van chan thuc veé
mot ngwoi ta chang yéu quy gi cho cam la mot cong viéc thu vi khong sao
ta xiét. Noi thé khong c6 nghia la tdi ghét ong Peter Degeer dau nhé; t6i chi
coi thwong ong ta giong nhu thai d6 cta tat cd nhitng ngwoi khac thoi.
Nhung bac Elizabeth da khién t6i bic minh, ma ¢ khi nao byc minh la y
nhw rang toi sé viét lach cay nghiét ra tro. Va lai mét lan nita, t6i cam thay
biéu Gi D6 dang viét thong qua t6i... nhung la mot Biéu Gi B6 khac han
binh thuwdng... mét Biéu Gi D6 day ac y va cham biém hao hitc ché nhao
ong lao Peter DeGeer gia nhan gia nghia, 16 bich, déi tra, vung vé, luwoi
biéng, nghéo khé. Y twéng... ngdn ngi... van diéu... tat cd dudng nhuv cit thé
roi vao ding noi dung cho trong khi Biéu Gi D6 khiic khich cwoi khodi tra.
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“T6i cam thay bai tho ay that dac sac, khién t6i khong thé cam long
dwgc nén hom nay da mang n6 dén treong cho thay Carpenter doc. Toi c&
dinh ninh thay thé nao ciing thich né... ma c6 1é thay ciling thich that, xét
trén phwong dién nao do, nhung sau khi doc xong, thay bé bai tho xudng va
nhin toi.

“'C6 1é nhao bang mot ké that bai la chuyén it nhiéu tha vi that,' thay
né6i. 'Ong ldo Peter khon khé 1a mot ké that bai... va ong ay da chét... Pang
Tao Héa c6 thé khoan dung véi ong ay, thé ma dong loai ctia 6ng 4y thi lai
khong. Khi ta chét di, Emily, 1€ nao tro ciing viét thé nay vé ta? Tro c6 nang
lyc... 6, dang vay ddy, n6 ranh ranh & day nay... cai nay qua thyc rat dac
sac. Tro c6 thé khac hoa sy yéu dudi, ngoc nghéch va xdu xa ctia mot nhan
vat theo mdt cach doc ddo dén mirc dang ngac nhién so v&i mot co gai ¢ do
tudi cua tro. Nhung... lam thé cé dang khong, Emily?'

“ 'Khéng a... khong,' t6i ndi. Toi qua xau ho va héi han dén ndi chi
muon tron sang cho khac ma khéc. That kinh khiing xiét bao khi nghi dén
chuyén thay Carpenter twéng tiwong ra toi sé c6 khi nao do viét thu nhw thé
vé thay, sau hét thdy nhitng gi thay da lam cho toi.

“ 'N6 khong dang,' thay Carpenter noéi. 'Luén c6 chd cho sy nhao
bang... c6 nhitng chitng hoai t¥ chi c6 thé bi d6t dén kiét cung... nhung hay
dé viéc dot chdy do6 cho nhitng bac thién tai. Han gan t6t hon gay ton
thuwong nhiéu. Nhitng ké that bai ching ta biét rd diéu do.'

“'Oi, thay Carpenter!' t6i kéu 1én. T6i muén néi rang thay khong phai
ké that bai... t6i muén néi hang tram diéu... nhueng thay da ngan toi lai.

“ 'Nao... nao, ching ta khong néi dén van dé dé, Emily. Khi ta chét,
hay néi ring, “Ong 4y 1a mot ké that bai, va khong ai y thitc dugc ditu dé
mot cach sau sac hon hay cam nhan vé né mét cach cay dang hon chinh
ban than 6ng ay.” Hay khoan dung vé&i nhitng ké that bai, Emily. C& viéc
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cham biém nhitng diéu xau xa néu tro khong con cach nao hon... nhung hay
thwong cdm nhitng ngudi yéu dudi.’

“Roi thay quay di, goi ca 16p vao hoc. Toi dan vat khong yén subt ti
lic ay va t6i nay thé nao cling tran troc khong ngu dugc cho ma xem.
Nhung ngay bay gio, bang thai do nghiém tic nhat, t6i sé ghi lai trong cuén
nhat ky 10i thé nay, Ngoi but ctia t6i sé han gan chit khong gay ton thuong.
Va, bat chap co6 phai dau thoi Victoria hay khong, t6i van viét n6é bang chir
nghiéng, bai vi toi cuc ky cuc ky nghiem tuc.

“Tuy nhién, t6i khong xé bé bai tho ay... toi khong thé... n6 that sy qua
hay khién t6i khong danh long pha huy. T6i cat né vao ti riéng dé khi nao
thich thi 16i ra doc lai 1an nita, nhung toi sé khong bao gio dwa né cho bat
ky ai xem.

“1 thang Tu, 19...

“Hom nay, mot vi khach dén tham lang H6 Blair da néi mot cau khién
t0i vO cung bitc boi. Toi dang & bru dién thi tinh cd gap vg chong ong Alec
Sawyer, von dang song & Charlottetown. Ba Sawyer rat xinh dep, thoi trang
va thich ra vé ké ca. Toi nghe thay ba ta n6i vdi chong, 'That chang hiéu
sao dan tinh & cai xi bu6n té nay co thé tiép tuc song & day hét nam nay
qua nam khac nhw thé nhi? T6i thi sé phat dién 1én cho ma xem. Chang c6
chuyén gi xay ra ¢ day ca.'

“T6i nhitng muon ké cho ba ta nghe vai diéu vé lang H6 Blair. L& ra
toi da co6 thé trd thu bang mot man cham biém. Nhung, tit nhién, nguoi &
trang trai Trang Non khong gay chuyén thi phi gitta chon cong cong. Vay
nén t6i danh ty thoa man bang cach cui chao cye ky lanh lung khi ba ta néi
chuyén v@i t6i va roi sau do lwét qua ba ta. Toi nghe tiéng 6ng Sawyer ndi,
'Co gai do6 la con céi nha ai vay?' va ba Sawyer tra 16i, 'Chac han la con
meéo nha Starr d6 roi... co ta cé cai kiéu ngang cao dau dung phong cach
Murray, thé day.'
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“Ct thr nghi dén viéc noi 'chang c6 chuyén gi xdy ra ¢ day cd' xem!
Sao chit, ngay bay gi0 dang xdy ra day chuyén day théi... nhitng chuyén ly
ky hoi hop. Toi thdy cude song noi day that tuyét voi khong but nao ta xiét.
Chung t6i lic nao cling c6 day thit dé cuwdi, dé khdc, dé chuyén tro.

“Ctt thi nhin lai hét thdy nhitng chuyén da xay ra tai lang H6 Blair ba
tuan gan day xem... ca bi ca hai déu da ca. Ong James Baxter bat thinh linh
khong them n6i ndng gi véi vg minh ma chang ai biét tai sao. Ba dy cling
khong biét, t0i nghiép thay, va ba dy dang v6 cung dau kho vi chuyén dé.
Ong cu Adam Gillian, lu6n ghét cay ghét ding bat ctt hanh dong gia vo
nao, mGi mat cach day hai tuan, va cau noéi cudi cung cua ong ay la, 'Nhg
coi soc sao cho dung ai gao ru khoc 16c gi tai dam tang cua ta." Vay la
chdng ai gao ra hay khéc 16c gi. Cé ai mudn lam thé dau co chit, va vi 6ng
dy da cam doan thé ro6i nén cling chang ai buon gid vo lam gi cho mat cong.
Truéc nay Ho Blair chwa titng c6 mdt dam tang nao vui vé nhu thé. Toi da
chitng kién nhiéu dam cuwdi con sau bi hon thé nhiéu, chang han nhw dam
cudi caa Ella Brice ay. Chuyén phu ddm may den lén ngay cuwdi cta c6 ay
chinh la Iic thay trang phuc c6 ay quén béng mat phai di giay trang ma xo
nguyén doi dép trong nha cii rich bac phéch hé ca ngén chan di vao phong
khach. That tinh, cho du c6 dy chang x6 bat ct thit gi ma di xuéng day thi
nguoi ta cling chang thé ban tan nhiéu hon duwgc. Vi chuyén nay ma c6 Ella
khon kho khoc 1én khoc xudng sudt budi tiéc cudi.

“Ong gia Robert Scobie di cdi nhau mét tran ra trd véi c6 em cling
cha khac me, sau khi da song bén nhau su6t ba mwoi nam ma chwa bao gio
to tiéng vGi nhau dau chi mot lan, du nghe néi ba ay rat hay khién nguai
khac byc minh. T trwdc téi gio, bat ké ba dy lam gi hay néi gi thi éng
Robert cling khong bao gid gian dit, nhung c6 vé nhw h6m no, sau bita toi
chi con thira lai mo6i mot cai banh ran, ma day lai la mén khoai khau cta
ong Robert. Ong 4y cét cai banh vao trong chan, dinh dé danh in dém, ay
vay nhung dén lic quay lai lay banh thi 6ng phét hién ra ba Matilda da
chén sach mat roi. Ong 4y bén néi gidn ding ding, kéo miii ba 4y ma goi

https://thuviensach.vn



ba ay la mu dan ba xau xa, r6i dudi ba ay ra khéi nha. Ba ay bén khan géi
dén song cung nguoi em gai & Ao Thanh Kién, va 6ng Robert sap phai
song mot minh roi. Hai nguwdi bon ho sé chang bao gid chiu tha thi cho
nhau dau, nguwdi nha Scobie 1a thé ma, va cling sé chang ai con cé thé séng
vui vé man nguyén dugc nita.

“MGt dém trang sang tir cach day hai tuan, George Lake dang trén
dwong tit Ao Thanh Kién vé nha thi bat thinh linh nhin thdy mot cai bong
den si si ngay bén canh cai béng cta anh ta, trén 16p tuyét 14p loang anh
trang.

“Ma & dé lai chang cé bat cit thir gi dé do cai bong dé xuong.

“Anh ta v6i ba chan bon cang chay dén ngoi nha gan nhat, sém chét vi
sQ, va nguwoi ta bao anh ta sé chang bao gio trd lai nhw xwa dugce nita.

“Pay la chuyén ly ky nhat tirng xdy ra. Dén tan ltic viét lai t6i van con
thdy rung minh. Tat nhién George han phéi nhin nham réi. Nhung anh ta
von la ngudi trung thuc, va cling khong uoéng rwgu. Toi khong biét phai
nghi gi vé chuyén nay nita.

“Arminius Scobie la ngwoi thudoc dang do lo nwéc mam, dém cu dwa
hanh, va luén gianh phan mua mii cho vg dé ngira tredng hop ba ay tiéu
qua nhiéu cho mén dé. Cac ctra hang & Shrewsbury déu biét rd chuyén nay,
va ai cling cudi nhao 6ng ta. Tuan vira roi, hom 6ng ta dén ctra hang 'Jones
va McCallum' dé mua mii cho vg, 6ng Jones bdo sé tang khong cai mii day
cho 6ng ta néu 0ng ta chiu doi cai mii d6 diéu tr ctra hang dén nha ga.
Arminius lam theo ngay. Ctta hang cach ga tdm mot phan tw dam, va dam
con trai @ Shrewsbury kéo hét ra duong chay theo sau hii huyt ché giéu 6ng
ta. Nhuwng Arminius chdng budn ban tam gi. Ong ta da tiét kiém dugc ba do
la bon muoi chin xu con gi.
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“Va, mot toi, ngay tai Trang Non, toi da danh roi qua tring ludc long
dao lén chiéc vay cashmere dep thit nhi ctia bac Elizabeth. D6 ding la mot
su kién ddy. Cho dit mét virong qudc & chau Au bi sup d6 thi ciing ching
thé so dwgc v6i do chan dong ¢ Trang Non khi ay.

“Vay nén, thwa phu nhan Sawyer, ba da nham to r6i. Thém nita, bén
canh hét thay nhitng sy kién dé, dan lang noi day déu rat thu vi. Téi khong
yéu quy tat cd moi ngwdi, nhung toi thay ai cling thad vi... ba c6 Matty Small
da bon muoi tudi nhwng an mac loe loet kinh hon... su6t mua hé vira roi,
lan nao dén nha tho ba dy cling mdc cai vdy mau hong xin kem mi mau dé
twai... roi 6ng cu Reuben Bascom, lwdi dén do c6 mot hom trgi mwra tam ta
sudt dém, nwdc nhé tong tong tir mai nha dot, thé ma 6ng dy tha giwong 6
che ca dém con hon ditng day kéo giwong ra cho khac... Elder McCloskey,
lic ké cau chuyén vé mot ngudi truyén gido trong budi cau nguyén tap the,
ctt dinh ninh rang nhac dén 'quan' thi khong duwgc phu hop lam, vay nén lic
nao cling noi mot cach lich sy la 'trang phuc cho cac bo phan phia duéi cta
ong dy'... Amasa Derry, mua thu vira roi da gianh dwgc bon giai thwong tai
cudc Trién lam nhgo dong rau ong ta ldy trom tir canh dong ctia Ronnie
Bascom trong khi Ronnie thi chang kiém dwgc gidi nao... Jimmy Joe Belle,
hom qua da di tit Ao Thanh Kién dén day ldy mot it go xé dé 'say cai truong
ga tro tru tré bé bong cua t6i'... 6ng Luke Ellitott, nghién tinh hé thong dén
doi vao ngay dau nam da vach ra mé6t ban ké hoach cho ca nam lién, ro6i 1ap
biéu do cho tat ca nhitng ngay 6ng ta dinh sé say swa bét nhe... va bam sat
theo ké hoach dé... tit ca bon ho déu thu vi, khoi hai va hap dan.

“DPay, t6i da chitng minh cho ba Alex Sawyer thay ba ta da nham lan
tuyét doi roi, vay nén t6i cam thay kha thodi mai véi ba ta, cho du ba ta da

goi toi la con meo.

“Dugc goi la meo thi c6 gi khién téi khong thich chi, loai méo von
dang yéu dén thé co ma. Va tbi thich dwgc goi 1a méo con.

“28 thang Tu, 19...
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“Cach day hai tuan, t6i da gwi bai tho hay nhat ctia minh, Khic ca
ngon gio, cho mot to tap chi & New York, va hom nay no da quay trg lai
kém theo moi mGt mau gidy in nho viét, 'Rat tiéc, chiing t6i khong thé sw
dung tac pham nay.'

“T6i cam thay that khing khiép. C6 1€ t6i chang thé nao that sy viét
dwgc bat ky thi gi do cho ra hon.

“To6i c6 thé chit. R6i sé c6 ngay t0 tap chi do ldy lam vui ming khi
duwgc dang tai cac tac pham cua t6i.

“T6i khong ké véi thay Carpenter vé chuyén gwti bai tho nay di. Con
lau t6i méGi dwgc thay théng cam. Thay ay bao phadi nam nam nita mdéi dén
lic lam phién cac bién tap vién. Nhuwng t6i biét ro nhiéu bai tho t6i doc
duwgc trén chinh to tap chi d6 chang cé chut xiu gi dac sac hon so vGi Khiic
ca ngon gio.

“Khong c6 mua nao trong nam khoi day cam hing lam tho trong toi
mot cach manh liét hon mua xuan. Thay Carpenter bao t6i hay c6 ma kiém
ché con bdéc dong di. Thay bdo mua xuan phai chiu trach nhiém cho nhiéu
th rac rudi hon bat ky thit gi khac trén tran gian.

“Cach ndi caa thay Carpenter c6 mét y vi nao do.”
“1 thang Nam, 19...

“Chu Dean dang & nha. Hom qua chu ay dén cho chi gai va toi nay da
sang day, hai chu chau dao bo trong vuon, via di di lai lai trén con dwong
dong ho mat troi vira tro chuyén. That tuyét biét bao khi chd ay quay tr@
lai, cing d6i mat xanh huyén bi va cai miéng dep deé.

“Chang t6i tro chuyén rat lau. Chung t6i n6i chuyén vé thanh pho
Algiers, vé si dau thai cta cac linh hon, vé viéc bi hoéa tang va vé cac
khudon mdt nhin nghiéng... Chu Dean noi toi c6 khudn madt nhin nghiéng
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dep... 'ngwoi Hy Lap thuan khiét'. T6i ludn thich 16i khen nggi ctia chd
Dean.

“ 'Nhin xem chéu 16n thé nao nay, Sao Mai!' chu ay kéu 1én. 'Mua thu
nam ngodi ta bo lai mot dita tré... va gio vé ta da thay mot phu ni!'

“(Ba tuan nita to6i sé muwoi bon tudi, va toi kha cao so véi ban bé dong
Itta. C6 vé chi Dean thdy chuyén nay rat dang muirng... khac han véi bac
Laura, c@ moi khi do vay cho t6i la bac dy lai thé dai thuon thugt va thay
bon tré con sao 16n qua nhanh.)

“'Thoi gian tr6i qua nhw thé day,' t6i noi, trich dan cau noéi trén cai
dong ho mat trdi, va cdm thay né kha tinh té.

“'Chau cao gan bang chu ro6i nay,' chi ay ndi; roi bé sung bang giong
c6 phan cay dang, 'tdt nhién Lung Binh Priest thi dau c6 cao 16n oai nghiém
gl.'

“Cit moi khi nghe nhac dén lung cha ay, du theo cach nao di nita, t6i

déu thdy rung minh, nhung lan nay, t6i noi,

“ 'Chu Dean, chi dirng cwoi nhao ban than nhw thé... it nhat, cling
dirng lam thé vGi chau. Chau khong bao gid nghi chi la Lung Binh.'

“Cha Dean nam tay t6i, r6i nhin thang vao mat t6i nhw thé dang co
gang soi thau linh hon toi.

“'Chéu c6 chac chan vé chuyén d6é khong, Emily? Lé nao chau khong
thwong xuyén mong wdc chi khong bi khap khiéng... va khong bi gu?'

“'Chau van thwong wdc mong nhw thé vi chi,' toi tra 161, 'nhwng doi
v6i chau, du thé nao thi cling khéng c6 gi thay doi ca... va mai mai ludn
nhu thé.'
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“'Va mai mai luon nhw thé!" chi Dean nhac lai nhitng 16i nay bang
giong manh mé. 'Gia nhw cha c6 thé tin chac vao chuyén do, Emily... gia
nhw chi c6 thé tin chac vao chuyén do.'

“'Cht c6 thé tin chac vao diéu do dugce chi,' téi nong nhiét tuyén bo.
Toi rat bye boi vi chid ay c6 vé nghi ngd chuyén do... tuy nhién vé mat cha
ay 6 gi do khién t6i cdm thay khong may thodi mai. Dot nhién, t6i nhé dén
hé6i chu 4y citu toi thoat khéi méom da trén vinh Malvern, chad dy tirng béo
cudc doi toi da thudc vé chu ay ké tir khi cht ay ctu mang t6i. Toi khong
thich nghi rang cudc doi t6i lai thudc vé bat ky ai ngoai chinh ban than tb:i...
cho du la bat ky ai cling khong, ngay ca Dean, cho du toi rat quy chad ay. Va
xét trén mot s6 phuwong dién, tdi quy chi Dean hon bat ky ai trén thé gidi
nay.

“Khi troi téi dan, cac vi sao 16 dang va ching t6i ngam nhin ching
thong qua cai 6ng nhom mdi tuyét voi cta cha ay. That tha vi biét bao. Chu
Dean biét hét moi thit vé cac vi sao... tdi c¥ c6 cam giac céi gi chud ay cling
biét. Nhwng khi t6i néi thé, chu dy lai béo,

“'C6 mot bi mat ma chu khong biét... chu san sang danh doi tat ca
nhitng thi khac dé biét vé nd... mot bi mat... c6 1é cha sé chang bao gio
biét. Cach dé gianh dugc... cach dé gianh duogc...'

“'Cai gl a?' toi to mo hoi.

“'Mong wdc chay bong cua trai tim chu,' chu Dean vira mo mang noi
vlra nguwdc nhin mot vi sao lung linh duwong nhw dang treo tit tan trén ngon
cua mot trong Ba Nang Cong Chua. 'Hién tai n6 co vé xa voi va dang khao
khat chang khac gi vi sao lung linh nhw vién ngoc kia, Emily a. Nhung... ai
ma biét dugc chit?'

“Khong biét thit gi ma lai khién chti Dean khat khao dén vay nhi.”

“4 thang Nim, 19...
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“Cha Dean mang dén cho t6i mot cai cap gidy dwng ho so rat dang yéu
mua tir Paris, va t6i da chép vao mat trong tam bia kho tho t6i thich nhat
trich tir bai Hoa long dom mat rgp. T6i sé doc né moi ngay va sé nhd lai 16i
thé 'leo 1én Buwong Alps'. T6i da bat dau nhan ra minh sé phai no lyc bo 1én
tirng chit mot, mac du co 1€ toi tirng mong ngéng minh sé phéng thang tGi
'muc tiéu xa voi vgi do' bang doi canh chéi loi. Thay Carpenter da gat phat
giac mo tho ngay do.

“ 'Bau ngon chan va nghién chat rang vao... d6 la cach duy nhat day,'
thay noi.

“T6i qua, lic nam trén giwong, to6i da nghi ra duwgc may céi tén kha
hay ho dé dat cho nhitng cudn sach toi sé viét trong twong lai - Tiéu thw cao
quy; Trung thanh véi dic tin va 15i thé nguyén; Oi, Margaret xanh xao quy
gia (T6i muwon y nay cua Tennyson), Tang 16p Vere de Vere (nhu trén) va
Vuong quoc trén ba bién.

“Chao, gia nhu t6i c6 thé ndy ra cac y twéng phu hgp véi nhitng cai
ten kia!

“T6i dang viét mot cau chuyén lay tén la Ng6i nha gitta cum thanh
huwong tra... cling la mot céi tén rat hay, t6i cho la thé. Nhung man néi
chuyén yéu dwong van dang lam t6i thdy phién qua. Cho du c6 viét gi di
chang nita thi ngay khi vira ddt buit xuéng, t6i da cdm thdy né citng nhac va
ngd ngan dén do to6i chi muén phét dién. To6i dinh nhd chi Dean day toi
viét sao cho phdi, vi h6i xwa cha ay tirng hita sé day t6i roi, nhung cha ay
lai bao t6i van con qua nhé... chd ay néi thé vdi kiéu cach bi an quen thude
dwong nhu ludon khién ngudi ta cdm thay c6 qua nhiéu an y dang sau cau
chit don thuan. T6i chi mong sao minh ciing c6 thé n6i nang mdt cach giau
y nghia nhu thé, vi n6 khién ta tré nén vo cung thu vi.

“T6i nay sau khi ti trudng vé, toi va chii Dean ngoi trén chiéc ghé da
gitta vieon, bat dau doc lai Alhambra. Cit moi lan doc, cuén sach lai khién
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t0i c6 cam giac nhw thé minh vira m@ mot cach civa nhé va bwdce thang vao
vung dat than tién.

“'Udc gi chau dwoc dén tham Alhambra!' toi n6i.
“'R0i sé c6 ngay ching ta dén tham noi do... cung nhau,’ Dean noi.

“'O4, thé thi thich qua,' toi kéu 1én. 'Chu nghi lieu chung ta c6 bao gio
lam dugc khong, chi Dean?'

“Nhung chd Dean chwa kip tra 16i thi t6i da nghe thay tiéng huyt sdo
ctia Teddy vang lén trong ritng cay bui nha 6ng John Ngao Man, tiéng huyt
sdo than thwong khe khé véi hai n6t cao ngan va mot not tram dai, dé chinh
la dau hiéu ctia ching toi.

“'Chau xin 16i, chau phai di r6i. Teddy dang goi chau,' t6i noi.
“'Hé Teddy goi la chau déu phai di a?' chi Dean hai.
“T6i gat dau giai thich,

“'Cau ay chi goi thé nhitng lic dac biét muén gap chau, va chau da
hita sé gap cau ay bat c lic nao, mién la chau c6 thé.'

“'Chu dac biét muén gdp chau ddy chit!" chi Dean néi. "T6i nay chu
dén day cot dé doc Alhambra cung chau ma.'

“Pot nhién t6i cam thay v6 cung khd sd. Toi rat mudn lai & cung chi
Dean, nhung t6i lai cAm giac minh phdi di gap Teddy. Chd Dean nhin toi
bang 4&nh mat nhitc nhéi. R6i chi dy dong sap cuén Alhambra lai.

“'Pi di,' chu ay noi.

“Vay la t6i di... nhung chang hiéu sao, mgi chuyén dudng nhw héng

bét cad.”
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“10 thang Nam, 19...

“Tuan nay t6i dang doc ba cudn sach chi Dean cho mwgn. Mot cudn
chang khac gi khu vieon hoa hong, rat thu vi, nhung hoi qua ngot ngao. Mot
cuon giong nhv rirng théng trén nii... néng dwgm mui nhya thom. Toi yéu
né, nhung noé lai do tran trong t6i mot thit cam gidc tuyét vong. Cubn sach
rat hay... t6i tin chac minh khong bao gio c6 thé viét dugc nhw thé. Con
cu6n kia thi y nhw cai chuong lgn. Chid Dean da dwa nham cu6n do cho toi.
Lic phat hién ra, chi dy gidn dién 1én véi ban than... gian dit va kho s@
nta.

“'Sao Troi... Sao Troi a... chu sé khong bao gio dwa cho chau mot
cuon sach nhw thé... si bat can chét tiét caia cha... hay tha 16i cho chid. Cuén
sach do la bitc tranh chan thyc vé mot thé gidi... nhuwng on Chua, khong
phai 1a thé gidi ctia chau... khong phai la bat ky thé gidi nao thudc vé chua.
Sao Troi a, hita vdi chad la chau sé quén cudn sach doé di nhé.'

“'Néu quén dugce thi chau sé quén,' t6i noi.

“Nhung t6i khong biét liéu minh cé quén dugc khong. N6 qua gém
ghiéc. T lic doc cudn séach &y, to6i khong con vui vé duge nita. T6i cam
thdy nhu thé ban tay minh chang hiéu sao da bi vay ban, va téi chang cach
nao rita sach dugce. Khong nhitng thé, t6i con c6 mdt cam gidc quai la khac,
nhw thé mot canh ctra nao do6 da sap lai sau lung toi, nhot toi lai trong mot
thé gidi ma du khong hiéu hay khong thich thi t6i van bat buoc phai kham
pha.

“T6i nay toi da c6 gang viét mot bai miéu td chi Dean trong cudn so6
Jimmy tap hgp cac phac thao chan dung, nhung khong tai nao lam dwoc.
Nhitng th t6i viét ra gidng nhw mot birc anh... khong phdi chan dung.
Duong nhw & chi Dean van c6 diéu gi d6 vugt ra ngoai tam hiéu biét cua
toi.
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“Hom no, chi Dean da chup cho t6i mot birc anh bang cai may anh
mdi cia chud ay, nhung chi dy khong hai 1ong véi no.

“'Trong chang gidong chau gi cd,' chd dy ndi. 'Nhung tat nhién, ai ma
c6 thé chup anh dwoc anh sao kia chit.'

“Roi chu dy bo sung, mot cach kha gay gat, theo y toi 1a thé,

“ 'Chau nhé bao nhoc tiéu quy Teddy Kent dy dirng c6 ma dwa khuon
mat chau vao tranh cta cau ta nhé. Chang can cd gi dé tranh nao cau ta vé
cung déu dinh chéau vao hét.'

“'Cau ay c6 lam thé dau!' téi kéu 1én. 'Nay nhé, Teddy chi vé moi mét
bitc vé chau théi, ding cai bitc tranh da bi ba Nancy danh cap ay.'

“T6i néi kha han hoc va chang chiit ngai ngan gi, vi cho dén tan bay
gig, toi van khong tai nao tha thit cho ba Nancy vi t6i da giir rit 1ay bitc
tranh do.

“'Cau ta ddt chut gi do cua chau trong moi bic tranh,' chu Dean ngoan
cd néi. 'Mat chau... dudong cong cia co chau... dang dau nghiéng nghiéng
cta chdu... tinh cach cta chau. D6 mdi la diéu té nhat... chi khong qua ban
tam dén déi mat va cac dwong nét hinh thé ctia chau, nhwng chu sé khong
dé thang nhéc d6 gan mot phan linh hon ctia chau vao hét thay nhitng thit
cau ta vé. C6 1é cau ta khong y thitc dwgc minh dang lam gi... ma chinh thé
méi cang thanh van de.’

“'Chau chang hiéu chi néi gi ca,' toi noi, giong kha ngao man. 'Nhung

Teddy la ngwoi tuyét voi... chinh thay Carpenter da néi thé.'

“'Va Emily & trang trai Trang Non nhéc lai thé! Oi chao, thing bé d6
o tai... mOt ngay nao do6 cau ta sé lam nén chuyén néu khong bi ba me bién
thai hay hoai cudc doi. Nhung cau ta hdy biét diéu ma gii but chi va co vé
tranh xa vat sé hitu cua cha ra.'

https://thuviensach.vn



“Chu Dean cuoi 16n khi néi cau d6. Nhung t6i van ngang cao dau. Toi
khong phai 'vat s@ hitu' cia bat c ai, cho du chi la dua théi cling vay. Va
t0i sé khong bao gio trd thanh nhuw thé.

“12 thang Nam, 19...

“Chiéu nay, ca bac Ruth, bac Wallace va bac Oliver déu dén day. To6i
mén bac Oliver, nhung cam tinh danh cho bac Ruth va bac Wallace thi
chang nhiéu hon truéce 1a bao. Ho t6 chitc hop gia dinh gi d6 trong phong
khach v@i bac Elizabeth va bac Laura. Bac Jimmy ciling dugc tham gia,
nhwng toi bi loai ra ngoai, mac du t6i ddm chac cudc hop nay thé nao ciing
c6 lién quan dén toi. Toi nghi bac Ruth cling khong dugce lam theo y minh,
vi su6t ca bita toi, bac ay khong ngirng to thai do khinh ré toi, lai con noi
t0i cang ngay cang gay rét nita chi¥! Noi chung, bac Ruth thi khinh thi con
bac Wallace thi ra vé ké ca vdi t6i. To6i van thich thai do khinh ré caa bac
Ruth hon, vi t6i chang phai lam b thich tha gi. T6i c6 gang nhan nhin chiu
duwng, nhung roi cling dén ldc giot nwdc 1am tran ly. Bac Ruth bao t6i,

“'Em'ly, ditng cé ma cai,' ci nhw thé bac ay dang ndéi chuyén véi mot
dita tré ranh vay. T6i nhin thang vao mat bac ay va lanh lung dap lai,

“ 'Bac Ruth a, chau nghi bay gi¢ chau da qua tudi dé bi n6i nang theo
kiéu do roi.'

“ 'Chau chwa dén tudi dwgc phép to thai do xac lao vo 1é dau,' bac
Ruth néi, kém theo cai khit mii. '"Va néu ta ma la Elizabeth thi ta sé cho
chdu mot cai bat tai ngay day, tiéu thw a.'

“Toi ghét bi goi la Em'ly, la tiéu thw va ghét bi khit miii nhw thé! Toi
c6 cam twédng bac Ruth hoi da hét moi khuyét diém ctia ngwdi nha Murray,
va chang c6 14y bat ky dic tinh t6t dep nao cta ho hét.

“Andrew, con trai bac Oliver cling dén cung bac dy va sé & lai mot
tuan. Anh ta 16n hon t6i bén tu6i.”
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“19 thang Nam, 19...

“H6m nay la sinh nhat t6i. Hom nay, t6i tron muwdi bon tudi. T6i da
viét mot bire thu '"Tw t6i ctia tudi muoi bon cho t6i nam hai mwoi bon tuoi',
dan kin lai va cat vao ta riéng, dgi dén sinh nhat nam hai mwoi bon tudi sé
md& ra. Toi da viét vao dé mot vai dy doan. Chang biét dén khi t6i mé thuw
thi nhitng chuyén do6 da xay ra chua.

“Hom nay bac Elizabeth da tra lai cho toi toan bo sach cua cha. Toi
vui mirng khong sao ta xiét. B6i vai t6i, nhitng cudn sach d6 duong nhw
lwu gitt mot phan con ngwoi cha. Cudn sach nao ciing déu dugc cha ghi tén
bang chit viét tay, lai con cé ca cac ghi chi bén 1é nita. Ching duwong nhw
nhitng mau thw cha gti. T6i ngdm nhin ching sudt ca budi t6i, va dudong
nhu lai cdm thay cha v6 cung gan giii, khién t6i bu6n vui lan 1on.

“Hém nay da xay ra mot chuyén pha héng ca ngay. O truong, ding lic
t0i budc 1én bang dé gidi mot bai toan, bong nhién moi nguwdi bat dau cwoi
khiic khich. T6i khong hiéu ndi c6 chuyén gi. Ro6i toi phat hién ra ai d6 da
dinh mot td gidy lén lung toi, bén trén cé dong chit to viét bang muc den:
'Emily Byrd Starr, nit tadc gia cua Con vit bon chan'. Bon ching cang cudi
ton hon khi t6i giat to gidy ném vao thung dyng than. Toi vo cung tic gian
vi moi nguwoi da ché nhao nhitng hoai bao cua t6i theo cach dé. Pén tan khi
vé nha, t6i van con gian dir va dau dén. Nhuwng roi, lic t6i ngoi trén bac
thém ngdi nha héng mat, ngdm nhin su6t nam phut lién mdt trong nhitng
cay hoa pang xé khong 16 mau tim cta bac Jimmy, moi gian dir déu troi mat
sach. Ai c6 thé 6m 4p con gian khi su6t mot ldc lau doi mat vao tan tam
mot bong hoa pang xé chu.

“Thém nita, roi sé dén lic bon ching khong cwdi nhao t6i duwgc nita!

“H6m qua Andrew da vé nha ro6i. Bac Elizabeth héi t6i cé quy anh ta
khong. Tt tredc dén nay bac ay chang bao gid hoi xem tdi c6 quy ai khong,
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tinh cAm yéu mén cta t6i chang bao gid quan trong du mitc cd. Chac han
bac dy da bat dau nhan ra t6i khéng con la mdot diva tré nita roi.

“T6i bao anh ta la ngwoi tot, kha tir té€, ngu ngdc va chang co gi tha vi.

“Bac Elizabeth cau kinh dén do khong them noi gi vdi toi suot ca toi.
Vi sao nao? Téi phdi néi that chit. Ma Andrew ding la nguwdi nhw thé con
gl.”

“21 thang Nam, 19...

“Hom nay, lan dau tién trong mua xuan nay, Gia Kelly da dén day,
mang theo cd mot déng hop thiéc méi toanh sang loang. Ong dy mang cho
t6i mot tdi keo nhu thuong 1€, va tréu choc toi vé chuyén lay chong, cling y
nhu thuong 1€. Nhung cé vé 6ng ay ban tam chuyén gi do, va ldc toi xudng
khu ché bién bo sita dé 14y cho 6ng dy mot coc sita nhw 6ng ay yéu cau,
ong ay beén di theo t0i.

“'Co géi yéu dau,' ong dy noi giong bi an. 'Ta da gap Lung Binh Praste
trén dwong lang. Cau ta nang dén day lam phéng?'

“T6i nghiéng dau theo ding tw thé Murray.

“ 'Néu 6ng muon no6i dén chu Dean Priest' t6i dap, 'thi chu ay dén day
kha thwong xuyén. Chu dy 1a mot nguwdi ban dac biét cta chau.'

“Gia Kelly lac dau.

“'Co gai yéu dau... ta da canh bao chdu ro6i day... sau nay dirng bao gio
bédo ta chwa canh bao chau nhé. Hom dwa chau dén Ao Praste, ta da bao
chdu dirng bao gio 1dy mot nguwdi nha Praste. Nao, c6 phdi ta da bao thé
khong?'
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“'Ong ky qu4, Gia Kelly a,' téi néi, vira tic gidn nhung lai cam thdy
that phi ly khi tic gian Gia Jock Kelly. 'Chau sé chang cuéi ai ca. Cha
Priest dang tu6i lam cha chau ay chit, va chau chi la mot c6 bé duwgc cha ay
giap do viéc hoc hanh thoi.'

“Gia Kelly lai lac dau.

“'Ta biét ro nhitng ngwoi nha Praste, co gai iu dau a. Va mot khi ho da
quyét tam theo dudi cai gi thi chau ditng mong c6 thé dé dang xoay chuyén
dwgc tinh hinh. Con cai cdu Lung Binh nay... nghe noéi cau ta da dé mat dén
chau tw héi cau duwgc chau lén khéi vach da Malvern dy... cau ta chi dang
doi cho dén lic chau da 1én la sé theo dudi ngay thoi. Nghe néi cau ta
chang theo dao nao c4, va ai cling biét ding ltic dwgc rira t6i, cau ta da voi
tay ra giang mat cdp kinh mat ngai muc sw dang deo. Vay nén chau trong
cho gi chit? Ta sé khong bao chau chuyén cau ta khap khénh va gu lung...
cai dé tu chau nhin cling thdy. Hay nghe theo 101 khuyén cia Gia Kelly ng@
ngan ma budng ra di khi van con kip. Nao, dirng c6 nhin ta theo cai kiéu
Murray thé chi, c6 gai iu dau. Bung thé day, va ta n6i chuyén nay ciing chi
vi mudn t6t cho chau théi.'

“T6i bo di, dé mac ong ay. Chang thé tranh luan vdi 6ng dy vé mdt van
de kiéu thé duwgc. Udc gi moi ngwoi dirng nhét nhitng suy nghi dé vao dau
t0i. Ching ct bam chat vao day dai nhu dia vay. Gio thi sé mat ca tuan t6i
chang thé cw x1t thodi mai vdi chi Dean dugc, cho du t6i biét r6 muwoi muoi
moi diéu Gia Kelly n6i déu chang c6 nghia ly gi hét.

“Sau khi Gia Kelly di roi, t6i 1én phong viét vao cuén s6 Jimmy mot
bai miéu ta can ké vé ong ay.

“Ilse mdi tadu duwgc mot cai mii méi dinh nhitng dam may bang vai
tuyn xanh va nhitng qua anh dao dé chét, may cai no to twéng bang vai
tuyn xanh 6m dwdi cam. To6i khong thich n6 va néi thé vGi ban ay. Ban ay
tirc dién lén, bado t6i dang ghen ti va khong thém ndi nang gi vdi toi sudt hai

https://thuviensach.vn



ngay nay. T6i suy ngam rat nhiéu vé chuyén nay. T6i biét chac minh khong
ghen ti, nhung xét cho cung, t6i da pham sai 1am r6i. T6i sé khong bao gio
néi véi ai diéu gi nhu thé nita. Du sy thye c6 ding nhw thé di chang nita thi
néi vay chang khéo 1éo chit nao.

“Hy vong ngay mai Ilse sé tha thit cho t6i. Lan nao ban dy gian t6i, toi
cling déu nhé ban ay dén phat dién 1én duwge. Nhitng lic khong cau kinh,
ban ay rat dang mén, rat vui vé va tuyét voi.

“Gio Teddy cling hoi gian toi. T6i nghi la do Geoff North da di bo vé
nha véi téi sau budi cau nguyén tap thé tdi thit Tw vira roi. T6i hy vong do
la ly do. T6i thich cdi cdm gidc minh c6 anh hwdng 16n dén thé d6i vai
Teddy.

“Khong biét liéu t6i cé nén viét lai diéu nay khong nhi. Nhung sy that
1a thé.

“Gia nhu Teddy biét dugc, téi da rat kho s& va xau hé vé vu viéc do.
Thoat dau, lic Geoff chon t6i trong so tat cad nhitng dita con gai khac, t6i
thdy kha hanh dién. D6 la lan dau tién t6i duwgc hd tong vé nha, trong khi
Geoff lai la mot anh chang thanh thi, rat dep trai béng bay, va moi c6 nang
16n tudi hon & lang H6 Blair déu mu mi vi anh ta. Vay nén t6i hién ngang
bwdc ra khoi nha thd cung véi anh ta, cdAm thdy nhw thé minh d6t nhién
tredng thanh han. Nhwng méi dwgc mot doan thi t6i da thay ghét anh ta r6i.
Anh ta qué ra vé ta day. C6 vé nhu anh ta cho rang t6i chi 1a mot con bé nha
qué kho khao chac chan sé bi choang ngop triéc vinh dy dwge dong hanh
cung anh ta.

“Ma ban dau thi qua diang thé that! Chinh diéu d6 khién t6i day dut
mai. Nghi ma xem, t6i lai 1a con nhéc ngu xuan dén thé co day!

“Moi khi t6i binh luan gi, anh ta lai nhai di nhai lai cau 'That tinh, em
lam anh ngac nhién ddy,' bang giong diéu kiéu cach, lé nhé. Va anh ta khién
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toi phat chan. Anh ta chang biét néi nang hop ly vé bat cit van dé gi. Hoac
do anh ta khong dinh lam thé véi t6i. Lic ching t6i vé dén Trang Non, toi
da cau lam r6i. Vay ma dén ltic do, cai do khong thé chiu dyng noi ay con
bao toi hon anh ta chu!

“T6i ding thang do nguoi lai... 0, gidy phut do toi ding la ngwoi nha
Murray mot tram phan tram. T6i cam thay trong minh y hét bac Elizabeth.

“'T6i khong hon con trai,' toi khinh khinh néi.
“Geoff pha len cuoi va chop tay toi.

“'Sao nao, co ngdc, em nghi anh dwa em vé nha dé lam gi chit?' anh ta
héi.

“Toi gidng tay ra va budc vao nha. Nhung trede khi lam thé, t6i da
lam mot viéc khac.

“T6i tat vao mat anh ta!
“Roi t0i 1én phong, ho then kh6c nite né vi bi si nhuc, va vi da té thai
do thiéu ditng dan dén thé trong con phan uat. Giir thai do ditng dan la mot

truyén thong & Trang Non, va t6i cdm thady minh da phan boi n6.

“Nhung c6 1é toi da khién Geoff North 'ngac nhién' mot cach thich
dang nhat!”

“24 thang Nam, 19...

“H6m nay Jennie Strang bao tdi rang Geoff North néi véi anh ctia cau
ay t0i la mot ké 'tam thwong nong tinh' va anh ta chiu du roi.

“Bac Elizabeth da phat hién ra Geoff vé nha cung t6i, vay la h6m nay
bac 4y bdo t0i sé khong duwgc 'tin twong' dé di mot minh dén budi cau
nguyén tap thé nira.”
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“25 thang Nam, 19...

“To6i dang ngoi trong phong dwédi anh chiéu ta. Ctra s6 mé toang va
dan éch ca vang mét cau chuyén da xay ra ti lau lam. Doc con dudng di bo
gitta veon, Anh Chang Vui Vé dang gio cao nhitng chiéc coc khia ranh c&
dai dwng héng ngoc, vang va ngoc trai. Lic nay troi khong mwa, nhung
mura da ra rich sudt ca ngay hom nay — mét con mwra thim dam mui t¢ dinh
hwong. Téi thich moi loai thoi tiét va thich trdi mwa — nhitng ngay muwa
phun lac rac khi Ba Gié chi nhe nhang rung ngon van sam; va ca nhitng
ngay mua cuong da trang troi trang dat. Toi thich bi mwa giam gitt, toi thich
nghe tiéng mwa nén sam sap trén mai nha, dap am am lén khung kinh ctra
sO va chdy 0 6 qua mai dua, trong khi Ba Gié nhw mu phu thuy gia dién dai
gao ru dinh tai nhitc 6c gitta khu ritng va xuyén khap vuon.

“Tuy nhién, néu troi muwa ding lic t6i mudn di dau, toi sé cau nhau
chang kém bat ky ai!

“MGt budi téi nhw thé nay ludn ggi t6i nhé dén dém mua xuan cha toi
mat ba nam trudc, nhd dén ngdi nha nhé cii ky than thwong & Maywood.
Keé tir dao ay, t6i chwra lan nao quay lai noi do. T6i khong biét liéu bay gio
c6 ai dang song ¢ dé khong. Khong biét Adam va Eva, Thong Ga Trong va
Cay Cau Nguyén c6 con nhw xwa khong. Khong biét ai dang ngu tai can
phong cii cua t6i, khong biét cé ai yéu quy nhitng cay bu 16 bé béng va choi
dua cung Ba Gi6 trong nhitng vat van sam khong. Ngay khi vira dat but viét
tlr 'vat van sam', mot ky c ngay xwa bong ua vé. Mot t6i mua xuan hoi toi
1én tam, t6i dang chay quanh may vat rirtng, choi tro tron tim cung Ba Gié
thi phat hién ra mot cai hom nho lot thém gitta hai cay van sam phu nhitng
chiéc 1a nhé xiu xanh mwét, trong khi hét thay moi thit khac van dang trong
tong mau nau phai. Canh twgng ay dep dén do ngay khi t6i vira nhin thay
thi anh chép da 16e 1én — d6 la lan dau tién anh chép xuat hién véi téi. Co 18
chinh béi vay nén t6i méi nhé tham 1a xanh nhé bé d6 mot cach ro rét dén
vay. Chang ai khac nhé dén ching... khong chitng con chwa ai nhin thay
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ching bao gid. T6i da quén hét nhitng chiéc 14 khac, nhung riéng tham 14
ay thi c hé xuan dén la ky tc vé ching lai troi day trong t6i, danh thirc
nhitng cdm xdc ven nguyén ma gidy phut tuyét voi dy da mang lai.”
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EMILY TREN DAI CAU VONG

Lucy Maud Montgomery
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 3: Pem Thao Thirc

Trong ching ta, nhiéu ngwdi van con nhé nhw in thoi diém dich xac
ching ta tién tdi mot cot moc quan trong nao dé trén dwong doi... thoi diém
diéu ky khi chiing ta tam biét thud au tho dé buwéc vao quang doi thiéu nt;
thoi diém lung linh huyén hodc — hay c6 1é la choang vang kinh hoang — twr
khi thiéu nit bat chot bién thanh ngwoi phu nit tredng thanh; thoi diém 6n
lanh khi ta phai d6i dién v&i cai thuc té rang thoi thanh xuan da dit khoat
lui lai dang sau ta; thoi diém sau bi, thanh than khi y thitc dwgc dong chay
thoi gian. Emily Starr khong bao gio quén dugc budi téi cd trdi qua cot moc
dau tién, va vinh vién bo lai thoi tho du phia sau.

MOoi trai nghiém déu gop phan t6 diém cho cudc song thém phong phd,
va trai nghiém cang sau, sy phong phi ma n6é mang lai cang 16n. Budi t6i
kinh hoang, bi an va rao rc mot cach ky la d6 da trao cho ca tri 6c lan trai
tim c6 mot sy tredng thanh nhw da dugce dic két qua hang bao nhiéu nam.

b6 la mot dém dau thang Bdy. Ca ngay troi nong ham hap. Ba
Elizabeth bi thoi tiét nay lam cho bitc boi dén do quyét dinh sé khong tham
dy budi cau nguyén tap thé. Ba Laura, 6ng Jimmy va Emily van di. Truwéc
khi roi nha, Emily da hoi xin ba Elizabeth va dwgc cho phép vé nha cung
Ilse Burnley sau buoi 1€, tham chi con dugc & lai qua dém. Day ding la mot
niém vui swéng hiém hoi. Ba Elizabeth khong may khi dong y chuyén vang
nha qua dém.

Nhung bac si Burnley dang phai di xa, con nguoi quan gia tam thoi
phai nghi viéc vi ran mat ca chan. Ilse da ra Emily t6i d6 dén & cung, va
Emily dugc phép lam vay. Ilse khéng biét chuyén nay — that ra, c6 chang
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may hy vong 16i dé nghi dwgc chap thuan — nhung réi sé dwoc thong béo tai
budi cau nguyén tap thé. Gia Ilse khong dén mudn thi Emily da né6i cho c6
biét chuyén trwdc khi budi cau nguyén “tién hanh” roi, va nhw vay rat cé
thé sé tranh dugc nhitng sw cd khong may trong tdi do; nhung, nhu thuwong
1¢, Tlse da dén muon, thanh ra cai sdy ndy cai ung.

Emily ng6i trén hang ghé cau nguyén cua nha thd Murray, ngay sat
dau gido dwong, canh khung ctra s tré ra vat linh sam va cdy thich bao
quanh ng6i nha thd nhé mau trang. Budi cau nguyén tap thé nay khéng phai
budi tu hop dinh ky hang tuan von chi lac dac vai con chién ngoan dao nhw
thwong 16. N6 la mot “budi hop mat dac biét”, dugce to chitc dé chuan bi cho
ngay Chu nhat cong dong sap tdi, va dién gid khong phai la cha Johnson tré
trung tran day nhiét huyét luén khién Emily hdo hitc lang nghe bat chap sai
sOt ngd ngan cta cb & bita to6i cia Hoi Phu nit Citu trg hom vira ro6i, ma la
mot nha truyén gido duwgc Shrewsbury cho muwgn mét t6i. Nho danh tiéng
ctia 6ng ta ma nha tho dong nghit nguwdi, dy vay nhung sau d6 hau nhuv ai
cling tuyén bo tha nghe cha Johnson ctia ho giang con hon. Emily nhin 6ng
ta cham chd, day xét doan va rut ra két luan 6ng ta an néi qua ngot xGt va
chdng ra dang con ngudi cao quy gi hét. Co nghe ong ta doc tir dau dén
cu6i mot bai kinh, tham nghi,

“Pua ra 10i khuyén sang su6t ctia Chia va lang ma quy thi dau phai
cau nguyén chi.”

Sau khi lang nghe dién thuyét vai phut, c6 rit ra két luan 6ng ta chi la
mot ké tw duy phi ly, thich bay tro giat gan va khoai gay chuyén lum xum,
vay la c6 ditng dung phét 10 6ng ta dé tha minh vao c6i mo —m6t chuyén
nhin chung c6 c6 thé lam tuy y moi khi trong long bat an muon tron thoat
hién thyc trai ngang.

Ngoai troi, anh trang van dang dwgc sang qua nhitng tan thich va linh
sam, lac rac d6 xuéng con mua bac, mac du mot dun may day de doa dang
dun lén didc dan phia chan troi Tay Bac, va tiéng sam am i vang vang pha
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tan bau khong khi tinh lang gitta dém heé oi 4, mot dém hau nhu tinh khong
chut gid, du thinh thodng bat chot mot luong khi quet ngang dam cay coi,
nghe giong tiéng thd dai hon la mot con gi6 nhe, va x6 béng cay tim tum
thanh nhitng hinh thu ky di dang nhay mua. Vé dep thanh binh quen thudc
hoa quyén cung nhitng dau hiéu bao bao dang vé nhuém bau khong khi ban
dém bang mot sac mau ky la khién Emily mé man, va co tan dung han phan
ntta thoi gian dién thuyét cia nha truyén gido dé soan thao trong tam tri ban
than miéu ta vé canh twgng nay danh cho cuén sé cua Jimmy. Thoi gian
con lai, c6 nghién citu ti'ng nguwdi mot trong s6 cac thinh gia lot vao tam
nhin. Trong cac cudc hoi hop gitta chén cong cong, Emily chang bao gio
chan tro nay, va cang 1én c6 cang thich hon. Tha vi xiét bao khi nghién ctu
nhitng khuén mat moéi ngudi mot vé ay, khi ngdm ngoi do doan vo van cau
chuyén cudc doi dugce viét trén dé bang nét chit twgng hinh bi an thoi Ai
Cap co dai. Hét thay nhitng nguwoi dan 6ng dan ba do, ai cling c6 nhitng noi
niém tham kin, nhitng cudc doi bi mat khong t6 cung bat ky ai ngoai chinh
ban than va Chda. Ngudi ngoai chi cé thé suy doan vé ho, va Emily rat say
meé tro choi suy dodn nay. Qua thye, nhiéu khi, ¢6 con cam thay duong nhw
moi tht khong chi dung lai @ muc suy doan, dwong nhuw trong mot vai
khoanh khac dac biét nao do, c6 c6 thé budc vao tam hon ho, co thé doc
duwgc trong do nhitng dong co, nhithg dam mé von vi dao sau chon chat ma
c6 1é van la mot bi an ngay ca vdi nhitng nguwdi sé hitu ching. Bao gio
cling vay, chi can céi kha nang dy tréi day la Emily lai khé long cudng ndi
khao khat dwgc lam diéu nay, dau rang ngay ca khi da danh long nhwgng
b, c6 van khong bao gid thoat khéi cam giac ay nay, cho rang minh dang
xam pham vao doi tw cta ké khac. Chuyén nay khéac han véi viéc sdi rong
d6i canh twdng twgng bay vao mot thé gigi sang tao trong tam twdng, khac
han véi vé dep tinh té, huyén do cia “anh chép”; & ca hai truong hgp do, co
khong c6 bat ky gidy phit lwdng Iy hay ngan ngai nao. Nhung khi réon rén
bwdc xuyén qua mot canh ctra dang tam thoi mé khoa nhw thé, réi thoang
nhin thdy nhitng th von khong dugc bay to, khong thé bay t6 dang dugc
che day trong sau tham trdi tim va tdm hon ngudi khac, hanh dong do, bén
canh y thitc vé sitc manh ctia n6, luén mang dén mot nhan thirc vé sy cam
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doan, tham chi la y thitc vé sy bang bo thanh than. Tuy nhién, Emily khong
biét liéu c6 khi nao c6 cwdng lai noi sttc quyén rii cia né khong... 1an nao
cling nhu 1an nao, c6 lu6n li€c qua canh ctta va nhin hét thit nay dén thi
kia, 16i t6i lic d6 mé6i nhan thitc dwgc minh dang lam gi. Hau nhw chiing
lu6n 1a nhitng diéu khung khiép. Bi mat thwong khung khiép. Nhitng thi
dep dé chang may khi bi che giau lam gi... chi nhitng thi xau xa, méo mo
m&i hay bi thé.

“Vao thoi xa xwa, Elder Forsyth chac han la ké wa hanh ha nguoi
khac,” c6 nghi. “Nhin mat 6ng ta giong thé lam. Ngay lic nay day, ong ta
dang thich nha truyén gido vi ong ay dang gidng vé dia nguc, va Elder
Forsyth chac mam moi ké thu ctia 6ng ta déu xuéng do hét. Bung vay, thé
nén ong ta maGi 16 vé man nguyén nhw thé. Minh nghi hang dém, ba Bowes
van cuGi choi bay lwgn trén troi. Ba ta c6 vé thé lam. Bon tram nam trudc,
ba ta han phai la phu thuy, va Elder Forsyth da dong coc thiéu chay ba ta.
Ba ta cam ghét hét thdy moi ngudi... han phai kinh khing 1am khi cam ghét
tat cd moi nguwoi, khi dé tdm hon tran ngdp han thu. Chac chan minh phai
tim cach miéu td mot nguwdi nhw thé trong cuén s6 Jimmy. Khong biét liéu
han tht cam ghét cé xua duoi toan bd tinh yéu thwong ra khéi tam hon ba ta
khong, khong biét trong d6 con roi rét lai chit yéu thwong nao danh cho bat
ky ai hay bat ky thit gi khong. Néu c6 thi rat c6 thé né sé citu v6t ba ta. Pay
ding la mot y twdng hay dé viét truyén. Trudc khi di ngt minh phai ghi lai
méi dwgce, minh sé muwon Ilse it gidy vay. Khong can... cudn sach thanh ca
ctia minh van con soét it gidy trang. Minh sé viét lai luon.

“Khong biét tat ca nhitng nguwdi nay sé néi gi néu dot nhién duwgc héi
ho mong mudn gi nhat, va bat budc phai tra 1oi thanh that nhi. Khéng biét
trong s6 nhitng cdp vg chong kia, c6 bao nhiéu nguwdi mong mudn dwoc
thay do6i nhi? Vg chong Chris Farrar chac la cé... chuyén dé ai ma chang
biét. Chang hiéu tai sao, minh ¢ cdm thay chac chan James Beatty va vg
ong ta cling thé. Ho c6 vé kha hai long vé nhau, nhung c6 mdt lan, minh bat
gdp ba dy nhin 6ng ta ding lic ba dy khong ngd c6 nguwdi dang quan sat; o6i

https://thuviensach.vn



chao, ci¥ nhw thé qua doi mat ba ay, minh da nhin thau tan tam hon ba ay,
va ba dy cam ghét 6ng ta... sg hai 6ng ta. Gid ba ay dang ngoi kia, ngay
canh 0ng ta, nhé bé, gay com, an mac lac mét, téc bac da moi ca roi, nhung
ba ay, chinh ban than ba ay, 1a m6t ngon Itta phan khang chay dé hirng huc.
Dbiéu ba 4y mong mudn la dugc thoat khéi ong ta... hay chi can phan khang
lai du chi mot 1an. Thé la ba dy théa man r6i.

“Cha Dean ngoi kia... minh that khéng hiéu diéu gi da mang chu ay
dén budi cau nguyén tap thé chit? Vé mat chu dy rat nghiém tic, nhung anh
mat chd ay thi tran ngap vé giéu cgt danh cho 6ng Sampson... ma 6ng
Sampson dang néi gi vay nhi?... Oi chao, lai chuyén gi d6 vé cac trinh nif
khon ngoan[1] ddy ma. Minh ghét cac trinh ni* khon ngoan, minh thay ho
ich ky khing khiép. Nhé ra ho c6 thé san sé cho nhitng c6 géi kho dai t6i
nghiép kia mét it dau. Minh khong tin 1a sy nggi ca ma Chua Jesus danh
cho ho sé nhiéu hon sy nggi ca ma Nguwdi muon danh cho vién quan gia bat
lvong; theo minh thdy, Nguwdi chi dang c6 gang canh bao nhitng nguoi kho
dai dé ho khong duogc t6 ra bat can va kho dai thoi, vi néu ho ma nhu thé,
nhitng ké khon ngoan ich ky sé chang doi nao gitp do ho. Khong hiéu liéu
c6 dang bi coi la xau xa khong néu minh cam thay tha & bén ngoai véi
nhitng ngwoi kho dai dé ma c6 gang an i giip do ho, con hon la & bén
trong tiéc tuing cung nhitng ké khon ngoan. Nhu thé con thu vi hon nhiéu.

[1] Du ngon vé Mudi trinh nit chép trong sach Phic am Matthew:
Mudi c6 trinh nit cam den don chang ré. Nam c6 dugce xem la kho dai vi
mang dén ma khong mang thém dau, con nam c6 kia dugce cho la khon
ngoan vi mang den con chuan bi ca binh dau day. Cho mai chwa thay chang
ré dén nén cd mwoi c6 déu ngua thiép di. Ntta dém, co6 tiéng h6: Chang ré
dén. Nhung lic nay, dén cia nam c6 kho dai déu hét dau nén tat ngém.
Muogn dau thi khong dugc, cic c¢d6 danh chay ra quan mua. Nhung mua
xong dau vé dén noi thi ctra da dong, tiéc cwdi da bat dau. Nam c6 kho dai
danh phai ra vé trong hoi tiéc.
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“Kia 1a ba Kent va Teddy. Oi chao, ba ay khat khao chdy béng mot
thiz... minh khong biét la thit gi, nhung né la thit ba dy khong bao gio c6 thé
gianh dwoc, va khat vong gianh duge né da dan vat ba dy sudt ca ngay lan
dém. Bé&i vay ba ay méi su6t ngay ke ke bén Teddy nhw thé, minh biét ma.
Nhuwng minh khong biét cai gi da khién ba ay khac han so véi nhitng phu
nit khac. Minh khong bao gio c6 thé liéc vao trong tam hoén ba 4y... ba dy
ngan chan moi anh nhin... canh cta chang khi nao 1éng then mé khoa.

“Con minh mong mu6n gi nhat nhi? D6 chinh 1a leo 1én tan dinh con
duwong Alps,

“'Va viét 1én trén bang danh sach chdi ngoi
Cai tén hen mon ctia mot ngwoi phu nit.'

“Téat ca chung ta déu doéi. Tat ca ching ta déu mu6én mot chiat banh mi
su song... ay vay nhung 6ng Sampson lai khong thé trao né cho ching ta.
Khong biét 6ng ay muon gi nhat nhi? Tam hon 6ng dy c& sén sét dén noi
ching thé nhin thdu dugc. Ong dy c6 v van mong mudn hén ha... dng Ay
chang mong muon bat ky thit gi da do dé bi no6 chi phoi. Cha Johnson muon
giup do moi nguwdi va thuyét phuc moi ngwdi lam diéu diung dan... cha that
tam muodn thé. Con mong moi chdy béng nhat cia di Janey la dwgc chitng
kién toan b thé gidi ngoai dao déu cdi sang Co Ddc gido. Tam hon di ay
khong an chita bat ky wdc mong den téi nao. Minh biét thay Carpenter
muon gi... co hdi ting tudt mat mot lan nita quay trd lai. Katherine Morris
muon tim lai tudi thanh xuan... ba &y cam ghét moi dira con gai tré tudi hon
nhu bon minh béi vi bon minh tré trung. Cu Malcolm Strang chi w6c ao
duwgc song... chi can thém mdt nam nita théi... 1an nao cling chi can thém
mot nam nita... chi can duwgc song... chi can khong phéi chét. Han phai
khung khiép biét bao nhiéu khi song ma chang cé muc dich gi ngoai trir
tron chay cai chét. Nhung 6ng ay van tin vao thién duong... 6ng ay van
chic mam roi sé& dén d6. Ong gia tdi nghiép ay, gid nhu c6 thé nhin thay
anh chdp ctia minh day du chi mot 1an théi thi at han 6ng ay da chang bay

https://thuviensach.vn



to thai do ghét cay ghét dang nhuw thé khi nghi vé cai chét. Con Mary Strang
lai mudn chét... trudc khi mot thit khung khiép nao dé6 ma ba dy e sg sé
hanh ha ba dy cho t6i chét. Nghe néi dé la bénh ung thw. Con c6 ong
Morrison Khung dang & khu vic danh cho ban dong ca nita... moi nguoi
déu biét 6ng ay muodn gi... tim thdy Annie ctia 6ng ay. Tom Sibley thi c6 1&
muon madt trang... va biét ro0 anh ta khong bao gio c6 thé lay dugc né... bai
vay nguoi ta mdi bao anh ta hoi dién dién khung khung. Amy Crabbe mu6n
Max Terry quay lai v6i chi ay... ngoai chuyén do ra thi chang con gi quan
trong ca.

“Ngay mai minh sé phai viét hét nhitng chuyén nay vao cudn so
Jimmy. Chuing that hidp dan xiét bao... nhung, xét cho ciing, minh van thich
viét vé nhitng diéu tot dep hon. Chi c6 diéu, & ching lai c6 mot y vi ma
nhitng th t6t dep khong cé dugc. Nhitng canh ring ngoai kia... trong
chiing la ky xiét bao gifta béng t6i va anh sang bac. Anh tring dang trim
1én nhitng tdm bia mot m&t tdim man ky la, khién cho ngay cd nhitng tdm
bia xau xi cling tré nén dep dé han. Nhung troi néng ham hap, trong nay
chang khac gi cai 10 nung, con ti€éng sam am i cang lic cang doéi lai gan
hon. Hy vong Ilse va minh kip vé nha truéc khi bdo néi. Oi chao, ngai
Sampson a, ngai Sampson, Chua dau c6 phai vi Chua gian dir... ngai ma noi
thé thi chitng té ngai chang hiéu gi vé Nguwoi hét... t6i dam chac Nguoi vo
cung phién mudn khi chiing ta té ra kho dai xau xa, nhung Ngudi khong
phat dien phat khung lén. Chua cta ngai va Chua cua ba Ellen Greene
giong nhau nhu hai giot nwdc vay. T6i chi mudn ditng bat day noi véi ngai
nhw thé, nhung gitta nha thd ma tra 16i mot cach xdc xwgce thi chang phu
hop véi truyén thong ctia nha Murray chit nao. Ngai da b6i xau Chua...
trong khi Ngudi t6t dep nhwong dy. Toi cam ghét ngai vi da boi xau Chda,
do béo i lun tit.”

Va ro6i diung lic dé, ong Sampson, von da vai lan dé y dén anh mat
tham do cham chd cta Emily va c dinh ninh ta ddy dang gdy duwgc an
twgng cuwc ky 16n lao khién c6 gai y thitc duwge ré rang tinh trang khong
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duwgc citu v6t cua ban than, két thic bai gidng bang nhitng 16i khan nai chot
ha vo cung khan thiét, va ngoi xudng. Von dang phdi chen chic gitta bau
khong khi ngot ngat birc bi cia ng6i nha thd dong dic 10 mo anh den, cac
khan thinh gid déu nhe nhom thd phao ra thanh tiéng, va gan nhv chang
buon doi dén lic hat thanh ca va doc kinh Ta on, ho c thé un un kéo ra
ngoai tim dén véi bau khong khi trong lanh hon. Mac ket gitta dong nguoi
va bi tach ra khoi ba Laura, Emily bi day dat ra bén, xuyén qua canh ctra
dan vao khu vyrc dan dong ca ma lot vao ngay bén trai buc giang kinh. Phai
mat mét ldc c6 mdéi chat vat thoat ra khoi dam dong va hoi ha vong ra phia
trede, hy vong sé gap dugc Ilse & do. O day lai la mot dam dong nira,
nhing chang may choc da van nguwoi, tuy nhién c¢6 van khong thay béng
dang Ilse dau. Dot nhién, Emily nhan ra c6 khong mang theo quyén thanh
ca. C6 voi va lao ngugc trd lai cho ctra dan vao khu vire dan dong ca. Chac
han ¢6 da bé quén cudn sach thanh ca & cho ghé ngoi... trong khi 1€ ra
khong bao gio dwgc phép dé quén né & do. Cot dé cho an toan, cd da kep
vao gifta cuén thanh ca mau giay Iwu lai vai ghi chép roi rac dugc co 1én It
viét trong thoi gian xwdéng bai thanh ca cudi cung - m6t ban miéu ta kha
chua cay vé co Potter gay gio xwong thudc dan hgp xwdng, may cau cham
biém nham vao chinh cha Sampson, thém ca mot vai twdng twong ngau
nhién ma c¢6 muén giau kin nhat vi n6 chat chita mét phan giac mo va sy
twong twgng han sé khién cho bat cit sy nhom ng6 nao tir nhitng doi mat xa
la cling tré thanh hanh dong bang bo thanh than.

Lic co vao trong, cu Jacob Banks, 6ng ldo vira mu d& vira nghénh
nging nhan nhiém vu tréng nom nha thd, dang tit dan dén dém. Ong da tit
dén hai cdy den trén twong phia sau buc gidng kinh. Emily v& 1dy cudn
thanh ca cua co dang dé trén gia... chang thdy mau gidy cta c6 dau. Dudi
anh sang 10 mo do 6ng Jacob Banks da tat not cdy dén cudi cung, cd nhin
thdy n6 nam trén san nha, dwéi cai ghé cau nguyén phia trudc. C6 quy
xuong, viron tay ra v@i 1dy mau gidy. Gitta luc do, cu Jacob buwéc ra ngoai
va khoa canh ctra dan vao khu vue dan thanh ca.
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Emily khong nhan ra 6ng lao trong coi nha thd da di mat; ngo6i nha tho
van dang 10 m& sang duwdi sw chiéu roi cia vang trang cho dén lic nay van
chwa bi nhan chim sau nhitng ddam may dong dang khong nging dun lén
cudn cudn. Ay vdy nhung héa ra d6 van khéng phai mau gidy co can tim...
khong hiéu n6i né dang ¢ dau nita?... 6, rot cudc thi ciing thay né day roi.
Emily nhat mau gidy 1én va chay t6i bén canh ctta, nhung cita lai khong
mo.

DPén lic d6, Emily méi nhan ra 6ng cu Jacob Banks da di mat, chi con
lai mot minh c0 trong nha tho. Co hi huc tim cach m& cwva nhung chi hoai
cong vo ich, r6i co goi dng cu Banks nhung cling chang c6 tac dung gi.
Cudi cung, co lao di gitta hai hang ghé, chay ra hién truéc. Gitra chirng, co
nghe thay tiéng c6 xe doc ma cudi cung ken két xoay dau bén cong vao roi
chay di mat: cung lic dé, mat trang dot ngot bi nhitng dam may den si nuot
chitng va ng6i nha thd mat hat gitta bong t6i - bong toi day dac, oi &, bitc
bo6i, gan nhu cé thé s& mé dwgc. Emily thét 1én trong nodi hoang loan bat
ngo... nén thinh thich vao ctra ra vao... dién cuéng van tay nam cta... roi lai
kéu 1én. Oi, moi ngudi dau thé di hét rdi co chi... chic chin ai dé s& nghe
thdy tiéng co! “Bac Laura 0i”... “Bac Jimmy o0i”... “Ilse”... r6i cudi cung
rén 11 tuyét vong... “Oi, Teddy oi... Teddy!”

Mot dai chdp trang xanh quét qua hién, ngay sau do6 tiéng sam gam
1én. Mot trong nhitng con bao t6i té nhat bién nién st lang Ho6 Blair da bat
dau... va Emily Starr thi bi nh6t m6t minh trong ng6i nha tho t6i tam gitta
ritng thich... ¢6, von luon ludn ap u trong long mot nodi s¢ hadi vo ¢d mang
tinh ban nang trwdc nhitng con dong bdo, mot ndi hodng sg c6 khong bao
gi0 c6 thé xda than ma chi dua strc kiém ché duge phan nao.

Run ray, c6 do sup xudng bac cau thang dan dén khu virc dan dong ca,
va ctt cuén ngwoi thu lu & dé. Chac chan sé cé nguwdi quay lai khi phat hién
ra c6 dang mat tich. Nhung liéu c6 ai phat hién ra khong? Ai sé nhé tdi co
chit? Bac Laura va Jimmy van chdc mam c6 dang & cung Ilse nhw da dv
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tinh. Trong khi Ilse, hién nhién da di mat r6i, thi van dinh ninh Emily
khong di cung minh dwgc va bgi vay co sé cho rang c6 da trd vé trang trai
Trang Non. Khong ai biét c6 dang ¢ dau... sé chang ai quay lai tim c6 ca.
CO sé phdi ¢ lai day, gitta chén t6i tam, hoang vu, dang sg am am tiéng
vang nay... ngay lic nay day, ngdi nha thd ¢6 von nam ro nhuw long ban tay
va yéu thuwong hét mue béi nhitng maéi lién két bao nam véi 16p gido ly, vGi
bai ca va nhitng khuén mat chat phac cua bao ban bé than mén da tré thanh
mot noi chon xa la, ma quai tran ngdp nhitng noi khiép hai day am énh.
Chang c6 16i thoat nao hét. Nhitng 6 ctta s6 kin nhw bung khong tai ndo md
duwgc. Nha tho dwoc thong gié bang nhitng khung kinh 4p tran hét nhitng 6
ctra sO con con, dugc md ra dong vao bang cach kéo mot sgi day thép. Co
khong thé leo 1én tdi tan do, ma ngay ca cé tdi duge do thi co cling chang
thé chui qua dugc.

Co0 thup xudng co rim ngwdi trén bac cau thang, ca ngwoi run 1én ban
bat. Bén lic nay, sdim chdp noi ti€p nhau hét dot nay dén dgt khac, gan nhw
khong ngirng nghi: mwa quat vao ctra so, khong phdi tirng hat tirng hat ma
giang thanh man, thinh thodng lai tudn x6i x4 nhw quang cé loat mwa da
vao 6 ctta. Gi6 dot nhién nodi 1én cuon cudn theo con bao, ra rit thét gao
quanh nha tho. Pay khong phai “Ba Gi6o” mong manh swong khoi voi doi
canh doi, nguwdi ban than thiét tir thud du tho cia c6, ma la ca mot doan phu
thiy dang la hét. “Hoang t&* Quyén nang ctia Khi ché ngy gio,” cb tirng co
lan nghe 6ng Morrison Khung noéi thé. Sao lic nay c6 lai nghi t6i 6ng
Morrison Khung nhi? Chang hiéu sao ctra s6 cit lach cach lién héi thé cht,
y nhu thé dang bi nhitng tén ky si ma quai cuGi bao dap gié rung lac vay!
Co tirng nghe nguwoi ta ké lai mot cau chuyén rgn ngudi, rang cach day vai
nam, c6 nguwoi da nghe thay tiéng dan organ vang lén giita dém trong ngoi
nha thd vang hoe vang hoat. Ci¢ thit twdng twgng bay gio ty nhién tiéng
nhac bat dau vang 1én xem! Cé vé nhuw chang su twdng twgng nao lai qua
mutc quai di hay khing khiép dén do chang thé tré thanh hién thwe. C6 phai
cau thang dang kéu kéo ket khong nhi? Bong t6i gitta nhitng dot chép 16e
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ngot ngat dén do khién ngudi ta c6 cam gidc né day com cop. Qua hodng
loan s@ bi n6 s0 vao ngwoi, Emily chi biét vui mat vao trong.

Tuy nhién, ngay sau dd, co lay lai can dam va bat dau ngam ra phan
tng cta c6 luc nay khéng hé phu hgp vdi truyén thong cua nha Murray.
Nguwoi nha Murray khéng dwgc phép suy sup nhu thé nay. Nguwoi nha
Murray sé khong hodng loan mot cach ngé ngan giita bao tap sam chdp.
Céac bac to tien nha Murray dang yén gidc trong khu nghia dia riéng phia
bén kia ho han sé khinh thwong mot ké hau dué thoai héa nhw c6. Bac
Elizabeth han sé bao d6 la biéu hién cua chat Starr trong c6. C6 phai diing
cam hon: xét cho cung, c6 da trdi qua nhitng thoi khac con toi té hon thé
nay nhiéu... cdi dém c6 an phai qua tdo doc ciua 6ng John Ngao Man... budi
chiéu c6 nga khoéi vach da trén vinh Malvern. Chuyén nay xdy dén qua dot
ngot, thanh ra trwde khi kip huy dong long can ddm dé chdng choi lai thi c6
da chim trong con hodng sg mat roi. Co phai x6c lai tinh than mdi dugc. Sé
chang c6 chuyén dang sg gi xdy ra vdi c6 hét... chang c6 gi téi té hon
chuyén phai ¢ lai su6t dém trong nha tho. Pén sang mai, c6 c6 thé thu huit
su chd y cia ngwoi qua duong nao dé. Gio co6 da & day hon mot tiéng dong
h6 roi, va nao da cé gi xay ra dau co cht, triv chuyén téc c6 qua that da bac
trang mat roi, vi theo c6 hiéu doi khi toc tai van hay bi thé lam. Thinh
thodng, & chan t6c ¢t rdm ran mot cam giac la la. Emily nam chat bim t6c
dubi sam dai, san sang chd anh chdp tiép theo. Khi chép l6e 1én, c6 nhin
thdy r6 mai t6c minh van nguyén mau den nhanh. C6 thé phao nhe nhom,
bat dau thay tinh than phdn chan hon han. Bao dang tan. Nhitng hoi sam
cang lic cang yéu dan va thuwa thét hon, tuy nhién mwa van khong ngirng
roi, gié van quay cuong gao ru quanh nha tho, do nhitng am thanh rén ri ky
quai xuyén qua 16 khoéa to twdng.

Emily x6c thang lai vai, than trong tha hai chan xuéng mot bac thang
thap hon. Cé 1€ t6t hon hét, cd nén thir quay trd vao trong nha thd xem sao.
Néu mot dot sdm sét nita noi 1én, gac chuéng cé khi bi danh tring cling
khong chirng; theo c6 nhd, cac gac chuong chang lan nao thoat khéi bi sét
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danh ca: né rat c6 kha nang dam sam xuéng mai vom ngay trén dau co. Co
sé vao trong nha va ngéi xuéng day ghé cau nguyén danh riéng cho nha
Murray: c0 sé binh tinh, biét xét doan va that tw chu: ¢6 rat 1dy lam x&u ho
vi noi hoang loan vira r6i, nhwng n6 khiép that day chi.

Gio day, bao phu quanh ¢6 la man dém nang né mugt nhw nhung, tuy
nhién van ggi 1én mot cam giac ky quai giong hét lic ndy, cai cam giac
dwong nhu chi can vuon tay ra la ta sé cham vao bong toi, c6 18 tai sy nong
nyc va am w6t ctia dém thang Bay. Hang hién nay nho hep qud, néu vao
trong nha thg, c6 sé khong con thdy ngot ngat birc boi nhw thé nita.

Emily dwa tay ra dinh tim 14y tay vin cau thang hong lam diém tya
kéo nguwoi ditng day trén d6i chan run ray. Ban tay c6 cham vao... khéng
phai tay vin cau thang... lay Chda long lanh, céi gi vay nhi?... thit gi d6 16ng
1a... tiéng thét kinh hoang dong citng trén mo6i Emily... nhitng buéc chan ém
ai budc xuéng day bac thang bén canh c6, anh chép l6e sang va ngay dudi
chan cau thang 1a mét con ché den khong 16, n6 quay minh ngwdc nhin co
treée khi bi nuét vao trong bong toi dang den dac tré lai. Dau vay, c6 van
kip thoang nhin thay d6i mat do ryc ctia né chiéu thang vao co, y hét doi
mat quy.

Chan téc ctia Emily lai bat dau ram ran trd lai, mot sgi xich khong 16
lanh ngan ngat bat dau cham rai tredn 1én xwong song c6. Co khong thé ctr
dong duwoc ngay ca khi tinh mang dang phu thudc vao diéu d6. Tham chi c6
khong kéu 1én néi. Diéu duy nhat ¢6 c6 thé nghi tGi trde hét la con cho san
dang sg cua Manx Castle trong Peveril xit Peak. Trong mot vai phut, noi
kinh hai ctia c6 cu6n cudn dang trao dén do rot cudc chinh co thé co cling
tré nén roi ra khé chiu. Roi, bang mot no lyc véi sy quyét tam khong hé
giong nhw cia mot dita tré - t6i d6 rang vao gidy phit d6 Emily da hoan
toan khong con la mot dita tré nita r6i - c6 xoc lai kha nang tw chta. Co sé
khong dau hang noi sg hai; ¢6 nghién rang, siét chat doi ban tay dang run
ban bat; c6 sé diing cam... suy nghi hop tinh hop ly. B6 chi la mot con ché
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rat binh thwong & lang HO Blair di theo chan cht nhan, mot cau nhéc
nghich nggm nao doé, vao trong khu virc danh cho dan dong ca, ro6i bi rét lai
phia sau. Chuyén nhu thé ndy trudc kia ciing tirng xay ra roi. Anh chép 16e
sang soi to6 cho c6 thay ro hanh lang gio dang vang hoe. R0 rang con cho da
vao bén trong nha tho. Emily quyét dinh sé ¢t & yén tai chd. Du da hét
hodng loan nhung c6 khong muén gitta dém hom lai dot nhién cham phai
mot cai miii lanh ngat hay mot mang swon 16ng 1a. C6 khong tai nao quén
duwgc cai cdm giac khung khiép cua gidy phut c6 cham vao sinh vat dé.

Gio at han da mwoi hai gio roi; khi bubi cau nguyén tan thi da la muoi
gio t6i. Con bao hau nhw da tat han tiéng. Thinh thodng van vang 1én tiéng
chuyén dong va tiéng gio rit gao, nhung con lai la sy thinh lang, chi bi pha
V@ bdi tiéng mua dang dan nhoé hat. Tiéng sdm van am i yéu 6t va chdp tinh
thodng van lée 1én, nhung anh sang da diu hon, m¢ nhat hon, khong phai
anh choéi 1oa rach ngang bau troi dwong nhue bao boc toa nha nay dwdi thi
anh sang xanh qua ruc ro dén do khong chiu noi, khién mat c6 nhitc nhai.
Dan dan, trdi tim c6 bat dau dap binh thuong tré lai. Tw duy ly tri da tim lai
duwgc sttc manh. Mac du khong hé thich tha véi tinh canh hién thoi, nhung
c6 bat dau phat hién ra & n6 nhitng kha nang day kich tinh. Chao 6i, that la
mot chwong hay ho xiét bao danh cho cu6n nhéat ky cia c6 - hay cudn so6
Jimmy; va, hon thé nita, danh cho cu6n tiéu thuyét ma mot ngay nao dé sé
dwgc cd chap but! Bay la mét tinh hudng danh riéng cho nhan vat ni¥ chinh;
tat nhién cudi cung roéi ni chinh nay sé dwgc nam chinh giai citu. Emily bat
dau xay dung c6t truyén... thém that cho no... trau chudt né... san tim tw
nglt dé biéu dat n6. Xét cho cung, chuyén nay ciing cé phan... tha vi. Duy
c6 didu, o6 chi mong sao biét dwgc con ché kia tir dau dén. Anh chép nhot
nhat 1ap loe trén nhitng tdm bia m&t ma c6 c6 thé nhin thdy xuyén qua
khung ctta s6 hang hién phia doi dién kia méi ky quai lam sao! Dugi anh
sang ldc to lic mo, thung liing than thudc phia xa xa kia trong méi khac la
lam sao! Gié rén 11, thd than va phan nan mgi di¥ 1am sao... nhung né da tré
lai 1a Ba Gié cuta riéng co. Ba Gio la mot trong nhitng sdn pham tr thud au
tho da dugc c6 mang theo vao quang doi thiéu nit, va gio day, co dang
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dwgc no an di bang y thitc vé mot moi than tinh 1au nam. Nhitng ky si gi6
ctia con bao da bién mat, ngwdi ban twdng twgng ctia co6 da quay ve. Emily
thd mot hoi dai hau nhu man nguyén. DBiéu to6i té nhat da qua... va that tinh,
chang phai c6 da cu x rat ding muc do6 sao? Co cam thay long tw trong
ctia minh bat dau quay tré lai.

Dot nhién Emily biét c6 khong chi @ mot minh!

Co khong thé néi dugce tai sao minh lai biét thé. Co khong nghe thay
gi... khong nhin thay gi... khong cam thay gi: dy vay nhung, vuot trén hét
thdy moi nghi ngo hay tranh cai, co biét rang c6 mét Sy Hién Dién trong
boéng t6i gitta day cau thang phia trén c6. Co xoay nguwdi ngudc nhin 1én.
Nhin nhw thé qua that rat dang sg, nhung du sao néu cam thay Thi Gi Do
dang & trwdc mat ta thi van d& kinh khung hon chan so véi viéc cam thay
né dang & phia sau. Co trgn mat dién cuoéng nhin cham cham vao béng t6i,
nhung chang thé nhin thay gi. R6i sau do... c6 nghe thdy mot tiéng cuoi khe
khé vang lén phia trén minh... mot tiéng cuwdi suyt chit nita da khién tim co6
nging dap... tiéng cwoi phi nhan, vo cung dang sg ctia mot ké tam tri khong
binh thwong. Chang can phai nhd dén anh chép chiéu sang thi c6 mdi nhan
ra 6ng Morrison Khung dang & dau d6 gitta day cau thang bén trén co.
Nhung anh chdép da 16e 1én... c6 nhin thay 6ng ta... c6 cdm thay dwong nhw
minh dang chim dan vao trong mot cai vic bang lanh 18o nao do... tham chi
c6 con chang kéu lén dwgc. Mai mai c6 sé khong bao gio quén hinh anh
ong ta, dugc anh chdp kham vao trong tri ndo cd. Ong ta cii lom khom
phia trén ¢6 nam bac cau thang, mai dau hoa ram dam b6 vé phia truéc. Co
nhin thdy anh sang dién cuong trong mat ong ta; bo rang vang khé nhw
nanh cho s6i nhe ra duwdi nu cuwdi mim dang so; ban tay gay gudc khéu khao
dé nhur mau vuon vé phia truedc, suyt nita cham tdi vai co.

Con hodng loan vugt qua ngoai tam kiém soat dap vd tan tanh trang
thai mu mi cia Emily. Co ditng bat day, kinh hai bat 1én mot tiéng thét dinh
tai nhitc 6c.
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“Teddy! Teddy! Cttu t& véi!” co dién cudng ré lén.

Co0 khong biét tai sao minh lai goi Teddy; tham chi c6 con chang nhan
ra minh da goi cau; mai tan sau nay c6 mdéi nhd dén nd, giong nhuw ngudi ta
c6 thé nhé lai tiéng thét da danh thitc minh day gitta con ac méng; co chi
biét rang minh phai cau vién sy trg gidp, rang co sé chét mat néu ban tay
khting khiép kia cham vao ¢6. N6 khong dugc phép cham vao co.

Chang khac gi mot ngwoi dién, co6 nhdy phat xuéng cau thang, lao vao
trong nha tho va chay 1én gitta hai hang ghé. Co6 phai an minh trudc khi tia
chép tiép theo xuat hién, nhung khong phai trong day ghé ctia nha Murray.
Han ong ta sé dén do tim c6. Co nhao vao mot day ghé gilta phong va nip
xuong sat san nha tan trong géc. M6 hoi lanh nhuw bang toat ra w6t dam toan
than c6. Noi kinh sg khong thé kiém soat thit chat tirng soi té bao trong
nguoi co. Diéu duy nhat co cé thé nghi t6i la khong duwgc phép dé né cham
vao nguoi... cai ban tay do nhv mau cua ong gia khung do.

Moi gidy troi qua twdng chirng nhw hang nam trgi. Ngay sau do, co
nghe thdy tiéng budc chan... tiéng budc chan lic gan lic xa nhung duong
nhu dang tw t tién tGi gan c6 hon. Dot nhién, ¢6 nhan ra 6ng ta dang lam
gi. Ong ta dinh mo dén titng diy ghé dé so soang tim c6 thay vi doi 4nh
chép. Vay ra 6ng ta van dang tim ba ay, co tirng nghe noéi thinh thoang 6ng
ta lai bam theo cac c06 gai vi ¢ ngd ho la Annie. Néu bat dwgc ho réi, 6ng
ta sé dung mot tay gitt ho lai, con tay kia diu dang lua vao téc va vuot ve
khuon mat ho, trong khi khong ngirng 1ap cap lam bam nhitng 10i au yém
ngu ngdc. Ong ta ching 1am hai ai bao gi®, nhung ciing ching ddi nao tha
tw do cho bat ¢ ai t6i tan khi ho dwgc ngwoi khac giadi civu. Nguoi ta don
rang Mary Paxton & Ao Thanh Kién khong bao gio con binh thudng tré lai
dugc nita; tri ndo ¢6 bé vinh vién khong thé phuc héi sau ct soc.

Emily biét rd chang sém thi mudn roi cling dén lic 6ng ta tdi dugc
day ghé noi c6 dang nup... so soang xung quanh bang doi ban tay ay! Diéu
duy nhat gitp c6 gitt dwgc ly tri mac du co thé da cing do 1a y nghi rang
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néu cd mat y thic, hai ban tay dé sé cham vao c6... gitt 1ay co... vudt ve co.
Nh¢ anh sang tir luéng chdp tiép theo, cé thé thay ro ong ta dang buwéc vao
day cau nguyén ngay bén canh. Emily viing ddy, lao ra ngoai chay sang dau
bén kia nha thd. C6 lai an minh lan nita: 6ng ta sé tim ra c¢6, nhung c6 van
c6 thé tiép tuc lan tranh: chuyén nay c6 thé lap di lap lai cho t6i hét dém:
stt‘c manh ctia mot ga dién sé déo dai hon so vGi ctia c6: cudi cung cé khi co
sé guc xudng vi kiét sitc, va ong ta sé chdp lay c6 ngay lap tic.

Do6i v6i Emily ma néi, tro choi tron tim dién ro nay kéo dai cé khi dén
hang may tiéng dong ho roi. Nhung thyc ra, méi chi qua nita tiéng dong ho.
Co0 hau nhw chang thé suy nghi tinh tdo duwgc nita, cling chang hon gi so véi
ké sdn dudbi dién khung dang bam theo kia. C6 chi thuan tdy 1a mot sinh vat
trong con hodng loan dang gao thét, luén nip, nhdy trén. Hét lan nay dén
lan khéc, 6ng ta san dudi c6 bang thai do nhan nai xao quyét va bén bi. Lan
cudi cung, co & ngay sat mot canh ctra thng véi hanh lang, va trong con
tuyét vong, c6 dam bo qua canh ctra r6i déng sap no lai ngay tredc miii ong
ta. Bang cht tan lyc con lai, co c6 hét sitc bam chat tay nam ctta, ngan 6ng
ta xoay van. Gitra lic dang vat 10n, c6 nghe thdy - cé phdi c6 dang mo
khong nhi? - giong Teddy goi tén c6 vong tit ddy cau thang 16 thién phia
bén kia canh ctra ngoai.

“Emily... Emily... cau c6 & do khong?”

Co khong biét cau dén bang cach nao... c6 chang hé ban khoan thac
mac... co chi biét rang cau da & do!

“Teddy, t& bi nhot trong nha tho!” co6 thét 1én... “va 6ng Morrison
Khung dang & day... 0i... nhanh lén... nhanh léen... ctu t6 vdi... cdu tG voi!”

“Chia khoa ctta dang treo chd céi dinh trén kia ngay phia bén phai
ay!” Teddy kéu to. “Cau lay chia dé m@& ctra duwgc khong? Néu khong thi t&
sé dap vo ctra s6 hién.”
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Pung lic d6, may tan ra va anh trang do tran khap hang hién. Nho dé,
c6 nhin thdy r6 mén mot chiéc chia khéa to twéng dang treo cao trén birc
twong bén canh ctra ra vao. Cé nhdy bo vé phia trudc, chop lay chiéc chia
khoa dung luc lao Morrison Khung giat tung canh ctra va lao vao hién, con
ché bam theo sat gét. Emily m@ khoa ctra ngoai va loang choang nga vao
vong tay rong m@ ctia Teddy vtra kip lic dé tranh thoat dugc ban tay mau
dang vuon ra d6. Co nghe thdy lao Morrison Khung ré 1én mot am thanh
hoang da, quai di chat chira noi that vong khi c6 chay thoat khai 1ao.

Run ray, nitc nd, c6 bam chat 1ay Teddy.

“Qi, Teddy, dwa t& ra khoi day di... dwa t& di nhanh lén... 6i, dirng dé
ong ta cham vao t@, Teddy... dirng dé ong ta cham vao t6!”

DPay c6 ra sau lwng minh, Teddy ditng mat doi mat véi ldo Morrison
Khung trén bac thém da.

“Sao 6ng dam doa cdu ay s¢ dén thé?” cau gian dir chat van.

Duéi anh trang, 1do Morrison Khung mim cwoi day vé khan nai. Dot
nhién, toan b vé dit tgn lan hung bao ctia 6ng ta tan bién nhw bong béng
xa phong... chi con lai mot 6ng lao dau khd mai tim kiém th& thudc vé
minh.

“Ta mudn Annie,” 6ng ta lam bam. “Annie dau roi? Ta c* ngd da tim
thdy c6 ay & kia. Ta chi muén tim thdy Annie xinh dep cua ta théi.”

“O day lam gi c¢6 Annie,” Teddy néi, siét chit ban tay nhé bé lanh
cong cua Emily.

“Cau c6 biét Annie ¢ dau khong?” lao Morrison Khung khan khoan
héi, khap khéi hy vong. “Cau c6 biét Annie téc den cta ta & dau khong?”
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Teddy van birng birng gidn dit véi ldo Morrison Khung vi dam doa
Emily that kinh, nhwng 161 khan nai t6i nghiép ctia 6ng lao da khién cau xtc
dong... va chat nghé si trong cau da dap lai sw phdi mau cua bitc tranh hién
hién trén cai nén la ng6i nha thd mau trang chan chita anh trang. Cau nung
nidu y dinh vé hinh lao Morrion Khung dang ditng d6, cao va hoc héc,
khodc trén ngudi tam do choang che bui mau xam, b6 rau cing mai téc dai
bac trang, d6i mat trling sau tham tham dau dau mot cudc tim kiém bat tan.

“Khong... khong... chdu khong biét ba dy ¢ dau,” cau diu dang ndi,
“nhung chau tin chac r6i sé c6 ldc 6ng tim thay ba ay.”

Lao Morrison Khung thd dai.

“Oi chao, dung vay. Ro6i sé dén lic ta bat kip co ay. Pén day nao, cho
cda ta, ching ta sé tim c0 ay.”

Theo sau la con ché gia mau den, 6ng lao buéc xuéng thém, bang qua
bai cé va buwdc doc con duwdong dai wét dam rop bong cdy. Va nhu vay, ong
ta da budc ra khoi cudc doi caa Emily. Co khong bao gio gap lai lao
Morrison Khung nita. Nhung c6 doi mat theo 6ng ta vdi sy thau hiéu, va
tha thi cho 6ng. Dwdi con mat cia co, Morrison Khung chi 1a mét ldo gia
ghé tdm, nhung ong ta lai khong nhin nhan ban than minh nhu thé; 6ng ta
la mot ngwoi tinh hao hiép dang kiém tim c6 dau than thwong da mat tich
ctia minh. Vé dep dang thuong an chita trong hanh trinh kiém tim ctia 6ng
ta da hap dan c6, cho du giita ltic ¢6 van dang run ban bat bdi ca tiéng dong
ho phai chiu néi thong kho.

“T6i nghiép lao Morrison,” c6 nitc nd trong lic Teddy phdi nira dat
ntta diu c6 téi mot trong nhitng tdm bia mo bang phang lau nam bén hong
nha tho.

Ca hai ngoi lai do6 cho t6i khi Emily 1dy lai binh tinh va r6i xoay x& ké
dwgc dau dudi cau chuyén, hay noi ding ra la cac tinh tiét dai khai. Co cam
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thdy minh chang bao gio cé thé ké lai dugc-cé 1é tham chi chang thé viét
vao mot cuén s6 Jimmy - tron ven noi hoang loan dang nhat dan ctta nhitng
gio phut ay. Biéu d6 da vuot ra ngoai kha nang truyén tai ngon ngi.

“Ay thé nhung nghi ma xem,” cd nitc nd, “cai chia khéa van nim dé
sudt. T trede dén gio té chang biét gi vé chuyén do hét.”

“Luc nao ong cu Jacob Banks ciling 1dy cai chia to khoa ctra ra vao tw
bén trong, roi treo 1én cai dinh d6,” Teddy néi. “Ong dy khéa ctta vao khu
virc danh cho dan dong ca béng cai chia khéa nhé mang theo vé nha. Ong
dy van lu6n lam thé ké tir h6i mat céi chia khéa to ba nam trudc va phai
hang may tuan sau mdi tim lai n6 dwgc.”

Pén lic nay Emily méi swc nhé ra sy xuat hién ctia Teddy mdéi ky la
lam sao.

“Sao cau lai tinh co dén day vay, Teddy?”

“Thi t6 nghe thay cdu goi t¢ ma,” cau no6i. “Co6 phai cau da goi t6
khong?”

“Dung vay,” Emily ngap ngung noi, “Td da goi cau luc vira mdi nhin
thdy lao Morrison Khung. Nhung cau khong thé nghe thdy t¢ duoc,
Teddy... cau khong thé. Vat Cic Ngai cach day ca dam co ma.”

“Té da nghe thdy cau that ma,” Teddy buwdéng binh dap. “Luc day t6
dang ngu va bi n6 danh thitc. Cau goi, "Teddy, Teddy, ctru t@ véi'; to xuwa
dén gio, chwa bao gio td nghe giong cau ré rang hon thé. TG ben bat day,
quang quang mac quan 4o va dén day nhanh hét mirc.”

“Sao cau biét t¢ dang ¢ day?”

“Sao a... t¢ khong biét nita,” Teddy néi, vé bdi réi. “Té cé dirng lai
nghi ngoi gi dau... chi la lic nghe thay cau goi, dwdng nhw t& biét ré cau
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dang & trong nha thd, va té phai hét sitc nhanh chéng dén day. Chuyén
nay... chuyén nay dung that la... ky cuc,” cdu két luan mot cau chang dau
vao dau.

“V6i t6 thi chuyén nay... chuyén nay... hoi dang sg.” Emily run ray ca
nguoi. “Bac Elizabeth néi t6 c6 linh cam tot... cau c6 nhé chuyén vé me
Ilse khong? Thay Carpenter noéi t¢ la mot co6 dong... t& khong biét chinh xac
nghia cda tir d6, nhung t6¢ tha khéng phai nguwdi nhw thé con hon.”

Co lai run 1én. Teddy nhitng twéng c6 dang lanh, va vi chang c6 bat ky
thi gi khac dé khoac 1én nguwoi co, cau bén vong tay 6m lay cé... véi chit
ngap ngung, chi e sé xtic pham dén long kiéu hanh nha Murray cfing nhw
long tw trong nha Murray. Emily khong thdy lanh vé mat thé xac, nhung
tam hon co thi lai day 1én cam giac 6n lanh. Trong cudc triéu tap la lung ay,
c6 mot thit siéu nhién nao dé — mot diéu huyén bi nao d6 ma c6 khong tai
nao hiéu dugc — da lwét qua c6 ngay sat sat. Trong vo thitc, co nép sat vao
trong long Teddy hon chit nita, nhan thitc dwgec mot cach sau sac sw diu
dang du yém cua cau thiéu nién an dwédi 16p vo de dat xa cach. Co chot
nhan ra c6 yéu quy Teddy hon bat ky nguwdi nao khac... thdm chi con hon ca
bac Laura, hon ca Ilse hay cha Dean.

Teddy siét chdt vong tay hon mét chuit.

“Du sao di nita, t& rat ming vi da dén day kip thoi,” cdu noi. “Néu
khong, 1do gia dién khung do6 c6 thé doa cau sg dén chét mat roi.”

Hai nguwoi ¢t yén lang ngoi nhw thé vai phit. Dwong nhw moi thit déu
chim dam trong bau khéng khi huy hoang dep dé... va phan nao siéu thyc.
Emily ng& minh at han phéi dang trong con mo, hodac dang phiéu du vao
mot trong nhitng cau chuyén diéu ky nao do do chinh c6 sang tac. Bao da
tan, vang trang lai mot lan nita téa sang vang vac. Bau khong khi trong lanh
mat lanh dugc dét bang nhitng giong ndi day quyén rii, nao la giong noi lic
nhat Iic khoan cda nhitng hat mwa dang nga khéi nhitng canh thich run ray
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sau lung ho, nao la giong néi ky di cia Ba Gié quanh ngo6i nha thd mau
trang, tiéng bién xa xam khéu goi tri td mo, va trong tréo hon, hiém hoi hon
la nhitng giong néi khe khé xa xam rdi rac ctia dém. Emily nghe thay hét
thdy nhitng giong ndi dé, duong nhw khong phai bang doi tai cia co thé ma
thue chat 1a nho doi tai ctia tam hon, béi vi tir tredc dén nay c6 chwa bao
gid nghe thdy chiing. O phia xa kia 12 canh déng, con dudng va nhitng khu
rirng nho, khéu goi va kho nam bat mot cach dén la tha vi, nhw thé dang
tam minh dwéi anh trang ma nghién ngam vé nhitng bi mat cta thé gigi yéu
tinh. Nhitng cdy cic mau trang bac gat gu dong dua trén nhitng ngdi mo rai
khap khu nghia dia, ca nhithg ngéi mo van dwgc nguwoi doi nhd t6i lan
nhitng ng6i mo da chim vao quén lang. Mot con cu ndp trén cdy thong gia
bat cwdi khanh khdch mgt minh. Nghe thay thit am thanh day ma mi ay,
anh chép huyeén bi cua Emily quét khap ngudi co, lam ca ngwdi co lac lw
nhu dang trong con gié manh. Trong cam nhan cua Emily, dwong nhw co va
Teddy dang don doc trong mot thé gigi mai diéu ky, mot thé gidi duwgc dét
nén twr tudi tré, t sy bi an cung niém vui, va chi danh riéng cho c6 va
Teddy. Duwong nhu chinh ban than hgo da hoa vao trong thit hwong dém
phdng phit ngan ngat mat rwgi, trong ti€éng cuwdi cia con cu, trong nhitng
cdy ctc dang né ro gitta bau khong khi mo mo 4o do.

Vé phan Teddy, cau dang cam thay Emily that xinh xan biét nhuong
nao dudi anh trang nhat nhoa kia, véi doi mat huyén bi an dwdi hang mi rop
béng, v&i nhitng lon téc nhé sam mau ve vudt can ¢d trang nhu sita. Cau
siét chat vong tay thém chut nita... &y vdy nhung long kiéu hanh nha
Murray cung pham gia nha Murray van khong may may phan doi.

“Emily,” Teddy thi tham, “cau la c6 gai dang yéu nhat trén doi.”

Nhitng cau chit von da dwgc hang triéu hang triéu cau bé danh tiang
hang triéu hang triéu c6 bé, qua quen thudc dén do dang nhé ra chang con
gia tri gi. Ay vay nhung khi ta nghe thdy cau 4y lan dau tién, giita mot thoi
khac thanh xuén diéu ky nao d6, ching van mé&i mé, trong tréo va la ky dén
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d6 nhu thé mdi vira litng 10 troi dat qua nhitng day hang rao cia vion Dia
Pang. Co gai a, bat ké co la ai, bat ké co6 bao nhiéu tudi, thi hay c thanh
that ma thd nhan rang cai gidy phut do co lan dau tién nghe thay nhitng 16i
néi nay bat ra khéi doi m6i mot chang trai dau yéu dang bén lén nao do
chinh 1a thoi khac tuyét voi nhat trong doi. Ca ngwdi Emily, tv dinh dau
cho t&i tan nhitng ngén chan dang xo6 trong doi dép 1€, déu run 1én trudc
cam giac vé mot sy ngot ngao chuwa tirng thay va co ho that dang sg, mot
cam giadc tac dong dén nhan thitc theo ding cach “anh chdp” da tac dong
dén tam hon co6. That dé 1y giai va hoan toan chang cé gi dang trach néu
diéu tiép theo c6 thé 1a mot nu hén. Emily doan rang Teddy sap hon co;
Teddy biét cau dinh lam thé; va rat c6 kha nang ciu sé khong phai nhan
mot cai tat vao mat nhw Geoff North.

Nhung chuyén lai khong dién ra theo hwéng d6. Mot bong den w6t
vao gilta cong va bang qua bai c6 am wét, dirng lai ngay canh ho, réi cham
vao vai Teddy, dung ldac cdu vira cti mai dau den béng xuong. Cau ngudc
nhin 1én, gan nhu chét sitng. Emily ngudc nhin 1én. Ba Kent dang ding do,
dau tran, khuén mat han vét seo duwgc chiéu sang vang vac dudi anh trang,
doi mat chan chita néi bi thwong nhin thang vao ho.

Ca Emily lan Teddy déu ding bat day dot ngot dén do c6 vé nhu ding
ra nén noi la ca hai da bi ndy bat 1én mdi phdi. Thé gidi than tién ctia Emily
tan bién nhw bong bong xa phong. Co dang & trong mot thé gidi hoan toan
khac... mot thé gidi phi ly, nyc cudi. Pung vay, nuc cwoi. Tat cd moi th
bat chgt tréd nén nuc cwdi han. Con gi cé thé nuwc cwdi hon chuyén bi me
Teddy bat qua tang c6 dang ngbi day vdi Teddy, lic hai gio dém... cai tw
kinh khiing ma mai dao gan day c6 mdi nghe néi dén lan dau tién la gi dy
nhi? O, phéi 6, tan tinh... chinh thé ddy... tan tinh nhau trén ngdi md tdm
muoi ndam tudi cua George Horton? R6i ngudi ta sé nhin chuyén nay theo
chiéu hwéng day cho ma xem. Sao lai c6 chuyén nhw thé duwgc co chit, vira
lic truede con dep dé duong ay, thé ma chi chép mat da thanh ra nuwc cudoi
dén thé? No6i xdu ho nhw ngon Itra birng birng thiéu dot co tir chan cho t6i
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dau. Con Teddy... c6 biét Teddy dang cam thay minh chang khac gi mét tén
ngoc.

V@i ba Kent thi chuyén nay chang c6 gi nyc cwdi hét... né that dang
sg. Nhin tir noi ghen tudéng quai di cta ba, sy c6 nay tham dam cai y nghia
hung g& nhat. Ba nhin Emily bang d6i mat triing sdu dwong nhuw chi mudn
an twoi nudt séng doi phuong.

“Vay ra c6 dang tinh ké cwdp mat con trai t6i day,” ba néi. “N¢ la tat
ca nhitng gi t6i co, ay vay ma co lai rap tam cwdp no khaéi tay t6i.”
“Oi, me 0i, vi Chda, me hdy t6 ra ding dan chut di!” Teddy lam bam.

“N6...n6 con bao toi to ra diung dan co ddy,” ba tham thiét kéu 1én véi
vang trang. “Pung dan co day!”

“Vang, ding dan,” Teddy gian di néi. “Cé cai gi dau ma ngdu nhang
hét ca 1én nhu thé chit. Emily tinh cd bi nhét trong nha tho va cad ong
Morrison Khung ciing & d6, doa ban dy sg gan chét. Con dén gitip ban ay
thoat ra ngoai, va bon con chi ng6i nan lai day may phit doi cho ban ay hét
hodng sg dé c6 thé di bd vé nha duge. Chuyén chi thé thoi.”

“Sao con biét c6 ta & day?” ba Kent truy hoi.

Thue thé, tai sao kia chit! Day la m6t cau hoi khong dé gi tra 16i. Suw
that c6 vé giong mot cau chuyén bia dat ngd ngan, xuan ngoc. Dau vay,
Teddy van nhac lai.

“Ban ay goi con,” cau noi thang thirng.

“Va con nghe thay co ta... t* cach xa hang dam. Con tuwdng me tin
chuyén do6 ha?” ba Kent vira n6i vira cudi sang sdc.
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Pén lic nay, Emily da binh tinh tr¢ lai sau con hodng loan. Tw khi
dugc chao doi voi cai tén Emily Byrd Starr, co6 chwa khi nao bi lung tung
qua lau. Co6 ngao nghé ding thang day, va trong anh sang 1o mg ay, bat
chdp nhitng dwong nét Starr cia minh, trong c6 khong khac gi mot
Elizabeth Murray thdi con tré hon bay gio ba muoi tudi.

“Cho du ba c6 tin hay khong thi do la su that, thwa ba Kent,” c6 kiéu
ky néi. “Chau khoéng cuwdp con trai ba... chdu khdng muon cau ay... cau ay
cw viéc di di.”

“Trudc tién t¢ sé dwa cau vé nha da, Emily,” Teddy néi. Cau khoanh
tay lai, ngtta dau ra sau va c6 té ra oai nghiém y nhw Emily. Cau cam thay
no luwc dé da that bai mot cach tham hai, ay vay nhung thai do dé van tac
dong manh mé dén ba Kent. Ba oa Ién nitc nd.

“Pi di... di di,” ba noi. “C di v6i co ta di... mdc ké me muon ra sao thi

»

ra.

Pén lic nay thi Emily da gian dir dén t6t d6. Néu ngudi dan ba chang
thém biét troi cao dat day nay cit m6t mue doi gay chuyén thi cling tot thoi:
sé cO chuyén dang cho ba ta xem.

“Chéu sé khong dé cau ay dwa vé nha,” ¢o lanh lung noéi. “Teddy, di
v6i me cau di.”

“Ai cha, c6 ra 1énh cho n6 ddy a? Vay 1a n6 phai rim réip tuan theo 15i
c6 phong?” ba Kent kéu 1én, c6 vé nhu da hoan toan mat kiém soat. Than
hinh nho tho6 cta ba rung 1én ban bat theo nhip nhitng con thén thitc dit doi.
Ba bop chat hai ban tay.

“N6 sé tr minh lwa chon,” ba kéu 1én. “N6 sé di cung c6... hodc dén
vdi toi. Chon di, Teddy, tw minh quyét dinh di. Con dirng cé nghe c6 ta sai
bdo. Chon di!”
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Mot lan nita khong thé kiém ché dwoc thai do qua khich cua minh, ba
gio tay 1én chia thang vao Teddy toi nghiép.

Luc nay, Teddy vira thay kho sd lai vira nhen nhom noi tirc gian, mot
cam gidc quen thudc doéi vdi bat ky tén dan 6ng con trai nao khi phai tan
mat chitng kién hai nguwdi phu nit tranh cdi vé anh ta. Cau chi mong sao
minh dang ¢ noi nao do6 cach xa ca nghin dam. That chang khac gi mot mé
bong bong... ma lai con cw x 16 bich dén thé nay tredc mat Emily nita
chit! Thé quai nao ma me cau lai khong thé x sy giong nhw bao nhiéu ba
me khac chit? Viéc gi ma ba c phdi té ra cang thang r6i sén son 1én nhw
thé chi¥? Cau biét thira dan lang H6 Blair van khdo nhau rang ba “hoi am
dau”. Cau khong tin cau chuyén ngoi 1é doi mach d6. Nhung... nhung...
cha, néi tom lai day ding la m6t mé bong bong. Lan nao ta cling phéi quay
lai vGi n6. Cau biét lam gi day? Cau biét rd néu cau dwa Emily vé nha, me
cau r6i sé khdc 16c cau nguyén hét ngay nay sang ngay khac cho xem.
Nhung mat khac, that khong thé twdng twgng néi cau c6 thé bé mac Emily
sau khi c6 vira trdi qua kinh nghiém dang sg nhw thé trong nha thg, roi dé
ké c0 bang qua con duwong quanh qué kia. Nhung gio Emily da lam chu tinh
hinh. C6 dang titc gian tot do vdi noi tirc gian lanh bang ctia 6ng cu Hugh
Murray von khong doi nao ty tiéu tdn bang man quat thao chang dau vao
v6i ddu ma sé danh thang vao van dé trong diém.

“Ba la ké ich ky ngu ngoc,” con noi, “va réi ba sé khién con trai ba
phai cam ghét ba.”

“fch ky! C6 goi ta 1a ké ich ky day a,” ba Kent niic ng. “Ta chi séng vi
Teddy théi... thang bé 1a ly do duy nhat dé ta song trén doi nay.”

“Ba dung la nguoi ich ky.” Gio Emily dang ditng thang: d6i mat c6 toi
lai, giong c6 sac nhuw dao, khuén mat c6 16 16 “nét mat nha Murray”, va
dwdi anh trang nhot nhat, né phan nao khién ngudi ta s¢g hai. Du da cat
tiéng, c6 van ban khoan khong hiéu lam sao minh lai chac chan vé nhitng
chuyén 4y dén thé. Nhung ding la c6 biét vay that. “Ba c& twéng ba yéu
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cau ay... nhung ba chi yéu chinh ban than minh tho6i. Ba nhat quyét muon
pha hong cudc doi cau dy. Ba sé khong cho cau ay dén Shrewsbury, bdi vi
néu roi xa cau ay, ba sé thay dau kho. Ba dé noi ghen tuéng doi vdi tat ca
nhitng gi cau dy quan tam gam nham trai tim ba, va dé né diéu khién ba. Ba
khong vi cdu ay ma chap nhan bat ky noi dau du nho bé dau. Ba khong
xitng dang lam me. Teddy la mot thién tai... tat cd moi ngwoi déu ndi thé.
L& ra ba phai thdy tw hao vi cau ay... 1€ ra ba phai cho ciu ay co hoi. Nhung
ba dau c6 lam thé... va roi sé cé ngay cau ay cam ghét ba vi chuyén do...
dung day, r6i cau dy sé nhu thé cho xem.”

“Qi, khong, khong,” ba Kent rén 1. Ba gio ca hai ban tay 1én nhw
muon do don va co rim ngudi lai nép vao Teddy. “Oi, c6 that doc ac... doc
ac. Co lam sao biét ta da phdi chiu dwng nhitng gi... c6 lam sao biét dugc
noi dau van luén thwong tryc trong trai tim ta. Thang bé 1a tat ca nhitng gi
ta co... tat ca. Ta chang c6 gi khac ca... ngay mot ky @c ciing khong. Co thi
hiéu cai gi. Ta khong thé... khong thé nhuwong né cho ai dwgc.”

“Néu ba ctr dé mac cho long ghen tuéng cua ba huy hoai cudc doi cau
ay, thi r6i ba sé mat cau ay thoi,” Emily néi chac nhw dinh déng cot. Tw
tredc téi gio c6 van ludn sg ba Kent. Nhung ngay lic nay, c6 bong nhién
khong con thay sg ba ta nita... c6 biét minh sé khong bao gio con sg ba ta
nita. “Ba cam ghét hét thdy moi thitr cau ay quan tam... ba ghét ban bé cau
ay, ghét con ché cta cau dy, va ca nhitng bitc tranh ctia cau dy. Ba biét thira
nhw vay. Nhung ba khong thé dung cach d6 dé niu gitr cau ay dugc dau, ba
Kent. Va ba sé chi nhan ra diéu dé khi da qua mudn r6i. Tam biét cau,
Teddy. Cadm on cdu lan nita vi da dén ciu td. Chao ba, ba Kent.”

Loi tam biét cia Emily rat dit khoat. C6 quay nguoi, ngang cao dau
sai budc bang qua bai c6, khong buon liéc mat 1dy mot lan. Co hién ngang
buwdc trén con dwong dm wét... thoat dau trong tam trang gian div tot do...
r6i, khi con gian lang xudng thi la cdm giac mét moi thay thé... 6i, mét moi
ra r0i. Co nhan ra toan than minh dang run ray vi mét. Nhitng cdm xtuc chat
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chong trong budi t6i h6m nay da rat can moi sttc lyc ctia c6, con bay gio...
biét lam gi day? Co6 khong mudn quay tréd vé Trang Non. Emily c6 cam
giac c6 khong bao gio c6 thé doi mat vdi con gian dit ctia ba Elizabeth néu
mot s6 hanh vi tai tiéng trong budi t6i nay bi 16i ra ngoai anh sang. Co ré
vao cong nha bac si Burnley. Nha 6ng chang bao gio khéa ctta. Emily rén
rén chui vao tién sanh ding ltic binh minh bat dau 16 nho thap sang bau troi
va cudn minh trong chiéc ghé dai nam dang sau cau thang. Cé c6 danh thitc
Ilse cling chang ich gi. Bén sang co sé ké lai toan bd cau chuyén cho Ilse
nghe va budc c6 ban hiva gilt bi mat... it nhat cting la toan bo cau chuyén
ngoai trir dieu Teddy da noi cong véi phan lién quan dén ba Kent. Mot cai
qua dep dé, con mot céi lai chang c6 gi hay ho dé ké cho ngwoi khac. Tat
nhién, ba Kent khong giong nhitng nguwdi phu nit binh thuwong khac va c6
kho chiu byc minh ¢@ nao vi chuyén dé thi cting chang ich lgi gi. Du vay,
ba da dap nat, da hay hoai mot thit viva dep dé vira mong manh...ba da vo
duyén vo cd la vay ban mot khoanh khac dang 1€ ra nén dwoc vinh vién bao
phu trong bau khong khi ngot ngao. Va, tat nhién, ba da khién cho Teddy
t0i nghiép tw cdm thdy minh chang khac gi mot con lira. Xét dén cung, dé
méi la dieu Emily thue tinh khong thé tha thit dugc.

Trong lic mo mang tr6i vao giac ngud, co6 lo mo nhd lai nhitng sy kién
da dién ra trong budi téi day boi roi do... c6 bi nhot trong ngdi nha tho
quanh qué... cdm giac hoang loan khi cham phai con ché... n6i hodng loan
toi té khi bi ldo Morrison Khung truy dui... cdm gidc nhe nhdm dén ngat
ngay khi c6 nghe thay tiéng Teddy... khoanh khac tho mong ngan nguti dudi
anh trang m¢@ gitta khu nghia dia... bao nhiéu chén danh cho cau chuyén
tinh tho mong ma rét cudc lai 1a chén day chit!... sy xuat hién vira bi vira
hai caa ba Kent tam ly bat thuong chi gidi ghen tuéng.

“Hy vong minh khong té ra qua dang vaGi ba dy,” Emily tham nghi
trong lic chim dan vao giac ngu. “Néu khong thi minh rat 14y lam tiéc.
Minh sé phai viét n6 vao trong cuén nhat ky, coi nhw mot hanh dong xau.
Chang hiéu sao minh c¥ c6 cam giac nhu téi nay, bong nhién treéng thanh
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han... ngay hém qua c nhw da tréi xa hang bao nhiéu nam réi vay. Nhung
nhitng chuyén t6i nay sé gitip minh viét dwgc mot chwong dén la hay trong
nhat ky cho xem. Minh sé viét lai hét moi chuyén... hét tit tat moi chuyén
ngoai trr viéc Teddy da n6i minh la c6 gai dang yéu nhat tran doi. Diéu do
qua... than thwong... dé c6 thé viét thanh cau chit. Minh sé... chi... ghi nh&
trong long thoi.”
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EMILY TREN DAI CAU VONG

Lucy Maud Montgomery
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 4: “Theo Cach Nguoi Khac Nhin Ching Ta”

Emily da lau don khap Iwgt san bép & Trang Non va gio dang mé mai
dung gidy rap danh béong mat san men theo ding cac dwong “hoa van chir
chi” tuy dep nhwng rat phitc tap, von la mot trong nhitng truyén thong tai
Trang Non va nghe don dwgc phat minh b&i cu c6 tirng ndi tiéng vdi cau
néi “T6i sé ¢ day”. Ba Laura da day Emily cach lam va Emily rat tw hao vé
k¥ nang ctia minh. Ngay ca ba Elizabeth ciing phai ha c¢6 nhan xét Emily da
rat khéo tay trong viéc danh béng cac hoa van noi tiéng do, va mot khi ba
Elizabeth da phai cat 16i khen nggi thi moi binh ludn xa x6i hon ciing tr@
thanh v6 dung ma thdi. O lang Ho Blair, chi doc c6 trang trai Trang Non la
van gilt gin phong tuc lau doi dung gidy rap danh bong mat san; tir 1au cac
ba noi trg khac da bat dau st dung nhitng thiét bi “méi toanh” cling nhw
nhiéu dung cu vé sinh tinh xdo nham lam trang san nha. Nhung quy ba
Elizabeth Murray khong nam trong nhém do; chirng nao ba con ndm quyén
cai quan Trang Non thi chitng d6 nén van con dugc thap sang va san nha
van dugc dung gidy rap danh sang bong nhu guong. Ba Elizabeth tirng
khién Emily bwc minh dén phat dién vi ci¢ nhat dinh doi c6 phai khoac bd
“Me Hubbard” cii rich cua ba Laura trong ltc lau chui san nha. Co 1é ciing
can phai giai thich mot chit cho cac thanh vién ctia thé hé nay biét, “Me
Hubbard” 1a mot chiéc vay suéng ky qudi vé co ban duwgc sit dung nhu mot
b6 vay & nha va thoi xwa tirng rat dugc wa chudng vi vira mat mé vira dé
mdc. C6 1é chang can phai néi ciing biét, ba Elizabeth hoan toan phan déi
kiéu vay Me Hubbard nay. Theo cach nhin nhan cta ba thi chiing 1a thanh
tiru m&i nhat caa sy 16i thoi luom thudom, va ba Laura khong bao gio dwoc
phép c6 thém bat ky chiéc nao nita. Tuy nhién, vGi chiéc vay cii kia, cho du
mau ti dinh hwong xinh dep ban dau da bi phai thanh sac trang nho duc thi
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né van con qua “tot” nén chwa nhat thiét phai bi tong ra thuing rac; va né
chinh la cai vdy Emily bi bat mac 1én nguoi.

Cling chang khac gi ba Elizabeth, Emily cam ghét cai kiéu vay Me
Hubbard 4y dén tan tdm can. V&i co, ching con té hon cd dam “tap dé em
bé” dang ghét ma c6 phai mac hoi mua he dau tién dat chan dén trang trai
Trang Non. C6 biét thira trong minh sé 16 bich dén thé nao trong chiéc vay
Me Hubbard ctia ba Laura, vén dai tGi tdn chan c¢6 ma lai buéng thong
xuong tir doi vai gay go cua co, trong vira lung thung vira xau xi; va Emily
thi luén so¢ bi trd nén “16 bich”. Co titng khién ba Elizabeth chodng vang
khi lanh lung tuyén b6 rang co6 “tha xau xi con hon 16 bich”. Thanh ra
Emily lau chui danh béng san nha nhung Iic nao cling dé mat canh chirng
clta ra vao, san sang bo chay néu nhd c6 bat ky khach la nao xuét hién gitta
lic c6 dang chui trong cai vay gém guoc do.

“Bo chay”, nhv Emily biét rd mwoi muwoi, khong phéi 1a mot truyén
théng cta nha Murray. O Tring Non, ta can giit vitng 1ap truong, bat ké 1a
vi van dé gi... chang han nhu ta Iic nao cling phdi an mac té chinh ding dan
phu hgp véi tinh hinh. Emily y thitc dugc diéu nay hoan toan hop ly, nhung
c0 van con tré, van con kho dai, du dé canh canh noi lo sé xau ho dén chét
néu c6 bat ky ai nhin thdy c6 dang khoac trén ngudi cai vay Me Hubbard
ctia ba Laura. Cai vay gon gang that ddy... sach sé that day... nhung n6 cling
that “I16 bich”. Ban c thir ma xem!

DPung lic Emily vira cha cat xong xudi va dang dem binh cat cat vao
trong cai hoc nhé bén dudi bé bép, cho quen thudc danh cho né tir thai xura,
thi co6 nghe cé tiéng ngudi la vong lai tir ngoai khu viron sau bép. Nhom voi
qua ctta s6, cd nhan ra ngay ai la chi nhan ctia nhitng giong noéi dé... c6
Beulah Potter va ba Ann Cyrilla Potter, hién nhién, dang dén dé tham dv
cudc hop ctia H6i Phu nit Citu trg theo ké hoach. Ho thang tién tGi ctra sau,
theo ding théi thwong & HO Blair moi khi ngwoi ta dén nha hang x6m, ké
ca dé tham hdi than tinh lan ban céng chuyén; lic nay ho da bang qua hang
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thuc quy ryc rd sac mau duge 6ng Jimmy trong hai bén con dwong lat da
dan t6i khu ché bién bo sita, va trong so6 toan thé dan cw ca & trong lan
ngoai vung Ho6 Blair, ho la hai nguwdi Emily it mu6n bi bat gap nhat trong
bat ky hoan céanh 16 bich nao. Khong kip can nhac, c6 dam b6 vao buong dé
giay va dong sam ctra lai.

Ba Ann Cyrilla go ctra bép hai lan, nhung Emily khong hé nhic nhich.
CoO biét ba Laura dang dét vai trén can gac xép ap mai; c6 c6 thé nghe thiy
tiéng ban dap tham thich vang vang phia trén dau. Nhung c6 chac mam ba
Elizabeth dang lam banh & chai bép va han thé nao ciing nhin thay hai vi
khach. Ba sé dan ho vao phong khach va r6i Emily c6 thé chuon khéi cho
nay. Va c6 mot diéu co da ha quyét tam... ho khong dugc phép nhin thay c6
trong chiéc vdy Me Hubbard kia. C6 Potter 1a mot phu nit gay go, chanh
chua, an néi doc dia, thich ng6i 1é doi mach, lai c6 vé ghét bo tat cd moi
nguoi noéi chung va Emily néi rieng; con ba Ann Cyrilla la mot ba tam
phop phéap, hoa nha, khéo 1éo, xinh dep, va, chinh bédi sy ngot ngao than
thién cia ba ma chi trong mot tuan cling du sitc gdy nén nhitng ton hai dich
thye nhiéu hon cad c6 Potter lam duwgc trong han mot nam. Du khong thé
cwdng no6i cam tinh danh cho Ann Cyrilla, Emily van khong tin twéng ba.
Co qua thuong xuyén dwgc nghe chuyén ba Ann Cyrilla giéu cgt nhitng
nguoi von trede “mat” luén duge ba bay té thai do diu dang duyén dang, va
ba Ann Cyrilla, von la mot trong nhitng “Wallace dom dang” noi Ao Thanh
Kién, dac biét thich cwdi cgt nhitng nét khac thuwong trong trang phuc cua
nguoi khac.

Tiéng go cwa lai vang 1én; lan nay xudt phat tr c6 Potter, theo nhu suy
doan ctia Emily dya vao nhitng am thanh giat cuc. Ho dang dan mat kién
nhan. Cha, ho thich thi c& viéc gd cho dén khi dan bo vé nha di, Emily
tham ha trong long. Co sé khéng ra m& cia trong cai vay Me Hubbard
dau. R6i c6 nghe tiéng Perry vong tir ngoai vao, gidi thich rang ba
Elizabeth dang hai qudé mam x0i & bai dat 16n nhon goc cdy dang sau
chuong bo, nhung mdi ho vao trong va cit thodi mai nhw & nha, cau sé di
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goi ba vé. Trudc sy tuyét vong ctia Emily, hai vi khach lam ddng thé that.
Co Potter ngoi xuéng kem theo tiéng cot ket, con ba Ann Cyrilla thi nghe
phu mot tiéng, trong ltic tiéng bwdc chan rat lui cia Perry tat dan trong
vuon. Emily nhén ra c6 sap duong cung dén noi réi. Bén trong cai ta giay ti
hin nay — von khong chi dwng giay ma con cat cad dong quan ao lao dong
ctia 6ng Jimmy nita — vira ng6t ngat vira nong ham hap. Co chi wéc ao sao
cho Perry sé khong mat qua nhiéu thdi gian m@i tim ra ba Elizabeth.

“Qi chao, trdi néng kinh 1én duge,” ba Ann Cyrilla vira néi vira rén am
len.

Emily t0i nghiép — khong, khong, chung ta khong dugc goi co la
Emily t6i nghiép; c6 khéng dang phai nhan sy thwong hai — c6 rat ngoc
nghéch va da dwoc doi x vo cung hgp tinh hgp ly roi; Emily, von khi dé
mo hoi dang va ra nhw tam, hoan toan dong y vdi ba.

“T6i khong dé néng birc nhw ngwoi béo,” c6 Potter néi. “Hy vong ba
Elizabeth sé khong bat chiing ta phai cho lau qua. Ba Laura dang dét vai...
t0i nghe thiy tiéng mdy dét trén gac xép. Nhung cé gap ba ay ciling chang
an thua... du ba dy hita hen gi thi ba Elizabeth cling sé chang buén dém xia
cho xem, chi béi vi dé6 khong phdi quyét dinh cta ba dy. T6i thay ai d6 vira
cha cat danh béng san nha xong. Ba cé thdy nhitng tdm van mon vet kia
khong? Thé nao ba lai chang doan la ba Elizabeth Murray sap lat san mdi;
ay vay nhung tat nhién ba dy qua keo kiét. Nhin day nén trén mat 10 swdi
kia... nhin ma xem, anh sang da kém lai con thém bao nhiéu phién phiic,
chi vi néu cho thém ti dau hoa thi sé tén kém hon. Dao 6i, ba dy dau c6
mang tién theo dwgc chit; dau c6 mang ho Murray di chang nita thi roi tGi
lic dén canh cong vang, ba dy cling phdi bo tat ca lai phia sau thoi.”

Emily sitng s& choang vang. C6 nhan ra minh khong chi sap chét ngat
trong td giay, gio' c6 con bién thanh ké nghe 1én — mot viéc c6 chuwa tirng
lam ké tir budi t6i tai Maywood, khi c6 tron dugi gam ban c6t nghe 1é6m
xem cac ong cau ba bac ban bac thé nao vé s6 phan cta c6. Tat nhién, hoi
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d6 co chu tam lam thé, con gio la trong thé bat dac di — it nhat, cai vay Me
Hubbard da bién n6 thanh tinh thé bat dac di. Nhung chuyén dé khong gitp
cho nhitng 16i binh ludn cta c6 Potter tréd nén dé lot tai hon. Ai cho c6 ta
cai quyén dugc goi bac Elizabeth 1a ké keo kiét? Bac Elizabeth khong keo
kiét. D6t nhién, Emily thdy gian c6 Potter vo cung. Chinh c6 ciing thuong
am tham chi trich bac Elizabeth, nhung mot nguwdi ngoai ma lai dam lam
thé thi qua khéng thé nao chdp nhan dugc. Lai con cai kiéu cham choc
nhitng nguwdi ho Murray nita chit! Emily cé thé hinh dung ra anh mat c6
Potter 16e 1én danh d4 dén mitc nao khi c6 ta thot 1én cau nay. Con vé
nhitng cdy nén...

“Anh nén c6 thé chiéu sdng cho nguwdi nha Muray nhin xa tréng rong
hon nhiéu so vd&i c6 c6 thé nhin dwéi anh mat troi day, thwa co Potter,”
Emily khinh khinh hét mitc so v&i mot ngudi dang bi cd mot dong song mo
h6i tubn dam dia sau lung trong khi miii chi ngwi thady mui da cdi.

“Chac han vi van dé chi phi nén nam nay ba 4y m&i khong cho Emily
tiép tuc dén trwong nita,” ba Ann Cyrilla néi. “Hau hét moi ngudi déu chac
mam du sao di nita ba ay ciing sé van cho con bé hoc & Shrewsbury mot
ndm... co han sé cho rang ba ay thé nao cling lam thé, néu khong phai vi ly
do nao khac thi it nhat ciing bdi long kiéu hanh. Nhung t6i nghe néi ba ay
da quyét dinh nguoc lai r6i.”

Tim Emily chung han xuéng. Cho dén tan lic nay, c6 van chwa dam
khang dinh ba Elizabeth sé khong cho c6 t&i Shrewsbury. Nwdc mat bat dau
dang Ién ang ang... nhitng giot nwdc mat that vong bong rat, nhitrc nhoi.

“Emily phai dugc hoc nghé gi do dé kiém song thoi,” co Potter nhan
xét. “Cha con bé chang dé lai cai gi sat.”

“Cha da dé chau lai day thoi,” Emily tham néi, siét chat tay thanh hai
nam dam. Con gian dit da hong kho nhitng giot 1é trong mat co.
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“Oi da,” ba Ann Cyrilla néi, giong thdm dam y ché giéu ra chiéu
khoan dung lam, “nghe don Emily dinh kiém s6ng bang nghé viét truyén
ddy - khong chi song cho qua ngay dau, ma t6i dam chac con bé con rap
tam lam giau nita day.”

Ba lai cuoi 16n. Céi y twdng nay méi 16 bich lam sao chit. Pa 1au lam
r6i ba Ann Cyrilla khong nghe thdy chuyén gi buén cuwdi dén thé.

“Nguoi ta bdo con bé lang phi dén qua ntra thdi gian viét quénh viét
quang nhitng thit vo bo,” c6 Potter dong tinh. “T6i ma la ba Elizabeth thi
chang may choc sé chita cho con bé khoi céi théi hanh dong v van nhw thé
ngay.”

“Chang don gian thé dau. Theo nhuw t6i hiéu thi con bé Iic nao ciling
kho day bao lam - qua ciing dau ciing c6 dung kiéu ngudi nha Murray. Cai
dam Ay ai cling ngang nhu cua hét.”

(Emily, day phan ng: “Nghe cai cach nhan xét vé ching ta bat kinh
chua kia! Gia khong phai dang mdc cai vay Me Hubbard nay thi minh da
tong ctra xong ra doi chat véi ho r6i.”)

“Nhuw hiéu biét ctia toi vé ban chat con ngudi thi con bé ro la can phai
dwgc quan gido cho chat vao,” co Potter no6i. “Roi n6 sé thanh ké lang lo
cho xem, ai nhin ciing c6 thé thiy rd nhu thé. R6i né sé lai thanh mot Juliet
thit hai thoi. Ba c dgi ma xem. Md&i muoi bon tu6i dau ma né da danh mat
vdi tat cd moi ngwoi réi!”

(Emily, mot cach day cham biém: “Chau khong nhu thé! Va me khong
phai ké lang lo. Me hoan toan c6 kha nang, nhung me khong tré thanh

nguwoi nhw thé. Con ba thi du c6 mudn cling khéng lam dwgc, ba c6 gia
dang kinh a!”)

“Con bé dau c6 dugc xinh dep nhw Juliet toi nghiép, ma no6 lai con tam
ngam tam ngam qua thé, vita ranh manh vita tham sdu khé lwong. Ba
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Dutton béo trén tran doi ba dy chua tirng gdp dita tré nao ranh manh dén
thé. Nhung van c6 nhitng diém khién t6i thich & c6 bé Emily t6i nghiép ay
day.”

Giong ba Ann Cyrilla day vé ké ca. Emily “t6i nghiép” co rim lai gitta
dong giay dép.

“Piém khién t6i khong thich & con bé la lic nao n6 ciing lam ra vé
thong minh,” c6 Potter ndi giong qua quyét. “Con bé toan st dung nhitng
10i 1é khon ngoan hoc dugc tw trong sach nhung lai mao nhan do la caa
minh...”

(Emily, tic gian: “Chéau khong thé!”)

“Ma n6 lai con gioi mia mai ngwoi khac va rat dé ty ai nita chit, va tat
nhién cling kiéu ngao chang kém gi Lucifer,” c6 Potter két luan.

Ba Ann Cyrilla lai bat cwdi vui vé, ra chiéu khoan dung.

“Oi dao, ai ma ching biét ngwdi nha Murray von thé tir xwa. Nhung
sai 1am 16n nhat cia ho la c dinh ninh rang chi mo6i ho méi biét cach xwr 1y
diung dan moi viéc, va cai 16i tw duy dy thi Emily nhiém ndng lam. Day,
tham chi con bé con cho rang n6 thuyét giang gioi con hon ca cha Johnson
nta co.”

(Emily: “PAy la tai minh bao trong mdt bai gidang ma 6ng dy ndi cau
tredc mot dang, néi cau sau mot néo day ma... va 6ng ay lam vay that con
gi. Va chau ciling da nghe thay ba cham chich ca chuc bai gidng r6i dy cht,
ba Ann Cyrilla.”)

“Con bé ciing hay ghen ti nita,” ba Ann Cyrilla néi tiép. “Ct thua ai
cai gi la con bé khong tai nao chiu dung ndi, n6 mudn cai gi cling phai
diéng nhat co. Toi biét thira trong dém hoa nhac, né da thay tti nhuc dén
trao nwdc mat vi Ilse Burnley am gon giai thwdng danh cho man hoi thoai.
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Emily dién d& qua... n6 c¢ citng do nhu khiic go dy. Ma né lai con lién tuc
cai lai cac bac bé trén nita chit. K€ ra, néu né khong té thai do vé gido duc
qua thé nhu thé thi chuyén ciing hay ho day.”

“Cilng la la ba Elizabeth khong tri dugc cai chitng do cta n6. Nguoi
nha Muray lic nao cling chac mam nén tang giao duc cua ho nhinh hon han
so vOi nguoi binh thwong,” co Potter noi.

(Emily, day phan nd, néi vGi dam giay dép: “Dung thé con gi.”)

“Tét nhién,” ba Ann Cyrilla n6i, “theo t6i phan 16n khuyét diém cta
Emily déu tr moi quan hé qua than mat vdi Ilse ma ra hét. Lé ra ho khong
nén cho phép con bé qua lai vé6i Ilse nhw thé. Nay nhé, nguoi ta bao Ilse
cling kém mo dao chang thua gi cha né dau. T6i Itic nao ma chang biét n6
nao co tin vao Chua... va ngay ca Quy D@ nita.”

(Emily: “Con quy trong mat ba con xau xa hon nhiéu.”)

“Qi cha, sau ldc phat hién ra ngudi vo quy bau cia minh khong bé nha
theo Leo Mitchell, gio ngai bac si day do con bé tir té hon mot chut r6i,” co
Potter khit miii. “Ong 4y da cho con bé dén 16p gido ly. Nhung con bé
khong thich hgp lam ban Emily dau. Nghe bao ct* m¢& miéng ra la no lai
chtti vGi raa. Co hom ba Mark Burns dang & trong van phong ctuia ong bac
si thi nghe thiy Ilse ndi r& mén mot trong phong khach 'ra ngoai, do chét
giam Spot,' chac han la con chd.”

“Oi chao 6i, 6i chao 6i,” ba Ann Cyrilla rén ri.
“Ba c6 biét tuan vira roi t6i da nhin thay né lam gi khong... chinh t6i
nhin tdn mat bat tan tay luén nhé!” c6 Potter néi bang giong vo cung qua

quyét. Ba Ann Cyrilla khéng can phdi gia dinh rang c6 dang dwa vao mat
cta bat ky ngwdi nao khac.
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“Co chang thé lam t6i ngac nhién dwoc dau,” ba Ann Cyrilla néi liu
riu. “Dao, ghe bdo t6i thit Ba tuan tredc, n6é da tham gia nghi thitc quay roi
dém tan hon tai ddm cuwdi cta Johnson, an mdc chang khac gi thang con
trai.”

“Ciling gan giong nhu vay. Nhung chuyén xdy ra ¢ ngay san tredc nha
t0i co. N6 di cung Jen Strang, c6 bé sang xin t6i ré cay hoa hong Ba Tu cho
me. To6i da hoi Ilse xem liéu n6 cé biét may v4, nwéng banh va lam vai viéc
khac ma t6i nghi at han né da dugc day ré6i. Nhung hoi dén dau Ilse cling
déu noi 'khong', thai do dén la trang trdo, thé r6i n6 noi... theo ba dira con
gai do da noi gi nao?”

“0, n6 noi gi?” ba Ann Cyrilla thi thao héo hc.

“Con bé néi, 'C6 c6 biét ditng bang mot chan con chéan kia gio 1én cao

ngang tam mat khong, co Potter? Chau biét lam thé day.' Va...” — c6 Potter
ha thap giong bat ra mot am thanh tham dam sy kinh hoang — “... n6 lam y
nhu thé!”

Vi thinh gia & trong t vui mat vao chiéc 4o xam ctia 6ng Jimmy hong
nén con buén cuwdi chi chuc bat ra ngoai ¢6 hong. C6 nang boc dong Ilse
thich gay sdc cho c6 Potter biét chirng nao chi!

“Lay Chua long lanh, quanh do cé ai khong?” ba Ann Cyrilla tha thiét
héi.

“Khong... that may qua. Nhung to6i tin chac cho du c6 ai ¢ ddy thi con
bé cling lam y nhuw thé thdi. Lic dé ching t6i ditng ngay sat duwong chi...
bat ky ai cling c6 thé di ngang qua. T6i xdu ho qua thé. Thaoi t6i con tré,
mot cO gai ma lam chuyén gi twong tu thé thi c6 ma chét di cho xong.”

“Nhu thé da tham thap gi so vGi chuyén con bé va Emily tam trén bai
cat dwdi anh trang ma khong c6 1ay mot manh vai che than,” va Ann Cyrilla
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néi. “Pé ding la chuyén tai tiéng khong gi sanh kip. Co da nghe chuyén dé
chua?”

“0, c6 chtt, chuyén d6 thi ca cai lang Ho Blair nay ai ma chéng biét.
Tat cd moi ngudi déu da nghe ké roi, trir moi Elizabeth va Laura. T6i van
chwa tim ra tin nay lan di t* nguén nao. Bon ching bi ai nhin thdy a?”

“Qi chao, khong, khong dén noi thé dau. Ilse ty minh néi ra ddy. C6 vé
nhw né nghi rang do la chuyén kha dwong nhién. Téi thay phai c6 ai d6 néi
chuyén voi Laura va Elizabeth thoi.”

“Ba truc tiép néi di,” Potter goi y.

“Qi, khong, toi khong muén chudc 14y sy ghét bé ciia hang x6m lang
giéng dau. On Chua, t6i khong phai lanh trach nhiém day do Emily Starr.
Néu khong, con lau td6i méi cho phép con bé dinh liu dén Lwng Binh Priest
qua nhiéu nhw thé. Anh ta la ké ky quai nhat trong cd céi dong ho Priest ky
qudi ay. T6i dam chac anh ta thdo nao ciing anh hwdng xau dén con bé. Doi
mat xanh 14 ctia anh ta khién t6i sén hét ca toc gay. Toi chang biét anh ta c6
tin vao bat ctr diéu gi khong nita.”

(Emily, lai day cham biém: “Ngay ca Quy ciing khong sao?”)

“Theo nhuw don théi thi gitta anh ta va Emily c6 mot cau chuyén kha
ky quai,” co Potter néi. “T6i chang hiéu dau cua tai nheo ra lam sao ca.
Chiéu mudn hém th Tw tuan vira roi, ngwoi ta bat gap ho trén qua doi 16m,
cw xtt mot cach quai la khéng dé dau cho hét. Ho cit dan mat lén troi ma
di... roi dot nhién dirng lai... chop lay canh tay nhau r6i chi thang Ién trén.
Ho lam di lam lai may lan lién. Ba Price quan sat ho tir sau ctta so va chiu
khong thé hinh dung néi ho dang lam gi. Trdi van con qua s6m, chwa thé cé
sao duwgc, va ba ay chang tai nao nhin ra c6 th gi trén troi. Ba ay da nam
tran troc ca dém ban khoan vé chuyén dé ay.”
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“Cha, chung quy lai thi van la van dé nay théi... Emily Starr can dwgc
trong nom,” ba Ann Cyrilla ndi. “Thinh thoang t6i c6 cam giac co khi sang
su6t ra thi nén han ché Muriel va Gladys giao du qué nhiéu vdi con bé.”

(Emily, nong nhiét: “Udc gi ba lam thé. Bon ho qua ngdc nghéch, qua
kho khao, va Itic nao cling c lang vang quanh chau va Ilse.”)

“Ngam cho thau dao, t6i thay thuong thay cho con bé,” c6 Potter ndi.
“N6 qua dai dot va kiéu cang, dam ra chang chong thi chay roi sé khién tat
cd moi nguwdi ghét bd thdi, va nhitng nguwdi dan 6ng ditng dan, biét suy nghi
thiu tinh dat 1y sé chang doi nao dé tdm dén n6 dau. Geoff North ké ciu ta
tirng dwa n6 vé nha mot lan, va véi cau ta, thé la da qua da r6i.”

(Emily, qua quyét: “Chdu tin c6! Nhan xét dwgc cau do thi Geoff da té
ra khéa thng minh day.”)

“Nhung xem chirng con bé dé chang song qua noi thoi thiéu nir dau.
Con bé c6 vé bi viém phdi nang lam. N6i that Iong, Ann Cyrilla a, toi thuc
lay lam ti€c cho dita bé toi nghiép do.”

DPoi v6i Emily, day ding la giot nwéc lam tran ly. C6, mot nguwdi nha
Starr dich thyc mang trong minh mot nita dong mau Murray lai phai nhan
long thwong hai ttv Beulah Potter! Me Hubbard cling vay ma khong Me
Hubbard cling vay, lam sao ma chiu dung n6i chuyén nay chit! Canh ctra tu
dot nhién bat m¢& va Emily hién ra, trong bd vay Me Hubbard, ding sirng
sttng trén 16p giay dép va 4o quan. Ma c6 dé birng, mat t6i lai. Ba Ann
Cyrilla va c6 Beulah Potter ha hoc ca miéng, mat mét Iic 1au van chang
khép lai dugc; mat ho dan tréd nén do tham; ho chét lang chang néi dugc
cau gi. Su6t ca phut ay, Emily nhin cham cham ho trong sy im lang tham
dam y khinh miét va chat chita vo van y nghia. Ro6i, vdi phong thai ciia mot
nit hoang, c6 duwong bé bang qua can bép réi bién mat & phia bén kia canh
ctra phong khach, ding liac ba Elizabeth bwéc 1én nhitng bac cdp bang sa
thach kém theo 16i xin 16i trang nghiém vi da bat ho phai dgi. Co Potter va
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ba Ann Cyrilla van chét lang khong ndéi nén 16i, thanh ra ho chang dé gi tro
chuyén vé H6i Phu nit Citu trg, vay nén sau vai cau hoi dap nhat girng, ho
ling ting cdo tir. Chang thé ly gidi dwgc thai do cia ho, ba Elizabeth doan
chac han ho buc minh thai qua vi phdi chd doi. Vay la ba gat han van dé do
ra khoi tam tri. Mot nguwoi nha Murray chang can quan tdm xem nhitng
nguoi nha Potter nghi gi lam gi. Canh cia ti mé toang chang tiét 16 diéu gi,
va ba ciing khong hé biét rang trong can phong dong kin trén kia, Emily
dang nam vat ngang giwong, Up sap mat xuéng ma khoc nirc nd vi xau ho,
gian dit va tai nhuc. Co6 thay ton thwong va mat thé dién. Ngay tr dau, toan
bd chuyén nay déu do cai théi kiéu cang ngd ngan cta ¢6 ma ra... co y thitc
1o diéu do... nhung su tritng phat c6 phai ganh chiu ndang né qua.

Co khong qua dé tam dén 16i no6i cta co Potter, nhwng nhitng 16i cham
choc du khéng qua chua cay nhung lai day ac y cia ba Ann Cyrilla lai
khién c6 dau dén that sy. C6 von van c¢6 cam tinh v4i ba Ann Cyrilla xinh
dep, dé mén, mot con ngwdi lic nao ciling tit té, than thién va chang bao gio
tiéc 16i khen nggi c6. C6 van dinh ninh ba Ann Cyrilla that tam quy mén
minh. Ay vay ma gi& lai phat hién ra ba dang néi vé co theo cach nay day!
“Chang nhé ho khong thé n6i mot diéu nao t¥ t€ vé minh sao?” c6 nic né.
“Qi, ching hiéu vi sao minh lai cdm thay minh da bi vay ban... phan do su
ngu ngdc cta ban than, phan bdi thai d6 ac y cta ho... va minh con cam
thdy tinh than vita nho nhudc vira roi loan. Liéu con cé khi nao ta cdm thay
minh sach sé dwogc nita khong?” Mai dén khi da viét hét moi chuyén vao
trong cudn nhat ky, c6 mdi lai c6 cam giac “sach sé&”. Sau lic dd, cd bat
dau nhin nhan sy viéc mot cach b6t méo mé hon va c6 gang binh tinh xem
xét van de.

“Thay Carpenter n6i ching ta can phai biét cach hoc hoéi ti*t moi trai
nghiém cda minh,” c6 viét. “Thay n6i rang moi trai nghiém, bat ké dé chiu
hay khong, déu hitu ich d6i véi chiing ta, mién la chiing ta c6 kha nang xem
xét si viéc mot cach than nhién. 'Bay chinh la mot 10i khuyén sang sudt ma

https://thuviensach.vn



ta luén canh canh trong long,’ thay ndéi giong chua chat, 'dy vay nhung
chang bao gio c6 thé 4p dung vao ban than dwogc ca.'

“T6t thoi, toi sé co gang nhin nhan sy viéc nay bang thai do binh than!
Co6 1€ muon lam dwgce thé thi can can nhac hét thady nhitng diéu nguwoi ta noi
V€ toi, r6i sau do chi can quyét dinh xem diéu nao la that diéu nao la gia, va
diéu nao chi don thuan la sy bép méo... cai do toi thay con té hon ca sy gia
mao nira.

“Trwdc hét: viéc an tron trong tu dung giay, von don thuan xuat phat
tir thoi twr cao ty dai, nam trong dién nhitng hanh dong xau cua t6i. Va c6 1é
su xudt hién cua t6i, sau khi da phai & trong d6 su6t mot lic 1au, cling nhw
viéc khién ho that kinh, lai la mot hanh dong xau khac. Nhwng ngay ca vay,
t0i van chua thé cam thay 'binh than' nhin nhan sy viéc nay dwgc, bdi vi
cho du khong nén, t6i van cam thdy ming vi da lam nhw thé - thuc vay,
ngay ca khi ho da nhin thay t6i trong bd vdy Me Hubbard! T6i sé khong
bao gio' quén vé mat cua ho! Nhat 1a vé mat cia ba Ann Cyrilla. Co Potter
thi chang may choc sé gat chuyén nay ra khoi tam tri théi... co ta sé bao thé
la dang doi t6i lam... nhung ba Ann Cyrilla thi cho du c6 chét cling sé
khong bao gid vurot qua dugce chuyén da bi bat qua tang nhuw thé.

“Con gio, hdy ngam nghi cho ky nhitng 16i chi trich ho danh cho
Emily Starr va quyét dinh xem Emily Byrd Starr c6 dang phai nhan nhitng
10i chi trich d6 khong, toan bd hay chi mdt phan. Gio thi hay thang than ma
nhin nhan nhé, Emily, hdy 'nhin sau vao tan tdm can' va co6 gang danh gia
ban than, khong phai bang con mat ctia c6 Potter hay bang cach nhin cta
chinh ban than nguoi, ma theo con ngudi dich thyc cua nguoi.

“(Chac han ro6i t6i sé thay chuyén nay rat tha vi cho xem!)
“Pau tién, ba Ann Cyrilla néi t6i la ké cttng dau cing co.

“T6i c6 phai ké citng dau citng c6 hay khong?
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“T6i biét minh la ngwai kién quyét, va bac Elizabeth van néi t6i buéng
binh. Nhung citng dau citng c6 la cach noi té hon hét thdy. Kién quyét la
tinh tot, tham chi néu dau 6c thyce té mot chit thi ngay buéng binh ciing c6
mat tich cyc bu dap lai. Nhung nguoi citng dau cing c6 lai 1a nguwdi qua
ngu ngoc nén chang thé nhin ra hay thau hiéu duwgc tinh xuan ngdc cuaa 16i
gidi quyét nao d6 ma c khang khang bam tru vao no... n6i gon lai, khang
khang van hét toc lyc lao vao mot birc twong da.

“Khong, t6i khong phai ké ciing dau cting c6. Toi biét cach chap nhan
nhitng burc twong da.

“Chi c6 diéu t6i phai mat rat nhiéu cong sttc méGi thuyét phuc dugc
ban than tin rdang ching la nhitng bitc twong da chit khong phai cac mo6
phong bang gidy boi. Bdi vay, toi chinh 1a ké budng binh.

“Co Potter ndi toi la dita lang lo. Biéu nay hoan toan khong ding su
thuc, vay nén t6i sé khong néi dén n6 lam gi. Nhung c6 dy con noi t6i 'danh
mat' v&i nguoi khac. Nao, t6i c6 thé that khong? To6i khong cha tam lam
thé... toi biét ro nhw vay; nhung c6 vé nhw ngudi ta van co thé vo tinh 'danh
mat' v6i nguwdi khac, ma da nhw vay thi téi tranh lam sao dwgc chi? Toi
lam sao c6 thé ca doi nay di dau cling cup mat xuéng. Hom no chi Dean da
bao toi:

“'Chéau ma c nhin ta thé nay, Sao Trdi a, thi ta chang biét lam gi khac

ma danh phai thuan theo yéu cau cta chéu thoi.'

“Con tuan vtra roi, bac Elizabeth ciing t6 ra kha kho chiu vi bac dy bao
lic t6i do ngon do ngot dé Perry dong y tham gia bu6i da ngoai cta 16p
gido ly, t0i da nhin cdu ay mot cach 'khong ditng dan chit nao'. (Perry ghét
cac budi da ngoai cta 16p gido ly 1am.)

“Nay nhé, trong ca hai treong hop dy, téi thady minh chi dang nhin
bang 4&nh mat nai ni théi ddy chi.
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“Ba Ann Cyrilla n6i t6i khong xinh dep. C6 that thé khong?”

Emily dat but xuéng, budc t6i bén tdm guwong va van hét kha nang
“binh than” dé quan sat. Téc den... mat tim mo mang... moi do tham. Cho
dén ldc nay thi van chwa dén noi nao. Tran c6 qua cao, nhung kiéu téc mdi
ctia co da danh tan khiém khuyét d6. Da co trang nhu tuyét con ma c6, thud
nho von nhgt nhat 1a thé, gid phon phdét nhw ngoc trai hong. Miéng co rong
qua cd nhuwng ham rang rat dep. Doi tai hoi nhon khién c6 chang khac gi co
nai con duyén dang. C6 c6 c6 nhitng dudng nét ma co6 chang thé ngan minh
yéu thich dugc. Than hinh manh khanh chwa vao do chin toat len vé duyen
dang; co biét, do da tan tai nghe ba c6 Nancy nhan xét, rang c6 c6 cai mat
ca chan va mu ban chan cua cu Shipley. Emily rat nghiém tic chon dt moi
goc do ngam nhin Emily — trong — guwong r6i sau d6 quay lai véi cuén nhat
ky.

“T6i da rit ra két ludn rang minh khong hé xinh dep,” co6 viét. “Chac
trong t6i cling c6 vé kha xinh néu téc tai dwgc lam ding kiéu, nhung mot
c6 gai xinh dep dich thue thi du dé kiéu téc gi cling van xinh, vay nén ba
Ann Cyrilla néi thé la ding r6i. Nhung t6i cam thay chac chan t6i khong
xdu dén mitc nhu ba dy am chi.

“Roi ba dy con bdo t6i tam ngam tam ngam chit... tham sau khoé luwong
nita. Toi chang thdy chuyén 'tham sau kho lwdng' thi cé gi khong ding, ay
vay nhung nghe giong thi c6 vé nhu ba dy nghi la c6 day. T6i tha la ngudoi
tham sau con hon la ké nong can. Nhung to6i c6 lau ca khong? Khong. Toi
khong phai ngwoi nhw vay. Vay méi dang noi, téi nhuw thé nao ma lai khién
ta nghi toi la ké lau ca cht? Bac Ruth luc nao cling khang khang bao toi
nhu thé. T6i nghi c6 1€ la tai t6i von co6 thoi quen, hé thay chan ghét ngudi
khac thi thé nao toi cling bat thinh linh rat vao trong thé gidi riéng cua
minh va dong sam cira lai. Moi ngudi rat kho chiu véi chuyén nay... t6i
thay néu canh ctra bi dong sam lai ngay treéc mat minh thi c6 buc bdi cling
hop tinh hop ly théi. Ngudi ta goi né la tdm ngam tam ngam, trong khi né

https://thuviensach.vn



chi don thuan la hanh vi ty vé. Vay nén toi sé chang ban khoan gi vé
chuyén do hét.

“CoO Potter da néi mot diéu that kinh tém... rang t6i da mao nhan
nhitng 10i 1é khon ngoan doc dwgc trong sach la ctia minh... c6 gang té ra
thong minh. Chuyén nay sai mot tram phan tram. Thanh that ma néi, t6i
chwa bao gio 'co gang té ra thong minh'. Nhung... to6i qua that thwong tim
cach hinh dung xem mot suy nghi nao d6 cia minh sé nhuw thé nao néu
dugc dién dat bang ngon ngit. Co 1é day la mét dang khoe khoang. T6i phai
can than vdi chuyén nay méi duoc.

“Ghen titc: khong, t6i khéng c6 cai théi dé. Phai thira nhan rang toi rat
muon dugc la nguwoi ditng dau. Nhung khong phai vi ghen titc véi Ilse nén
budi tdi hoa nhac hém dy t6i m@i khoc. Toi khdc vi cam thay toi da 1am roi
tung vai dién ctia minh. T6i dién ciing do do that, ding y nhw ba Ann
Cyrilla nhan xét. Chang hiéu sao t6i khong thé dién dwgc tron vai. Thinh
thodng, c6 vai dién nao d6 dwong nhw dwgce do ni déng giay cho t6i, bdi
vay toi co6 thé la nhan vat dé, nhung néu khong, t6i sé khong thuc hién tot
phan hoi thoai. T6i dién vai d6 chi c6t lam vui long c¢6 Johnson, va t6i thay
xau hoé khung khiép vi toi biét co dy rat that vong.

“Va c6 vé nhu long kiéu hanh cda to6i cling bi ton thwong chut it,
nhung t6i chwa bao gid ndy sinh suy nghi ghen ti véi Ilse. Toi tw hao vé ban
ay... ban ay dién kich rat tuyét voi.

“Pung vay, t6i da cai lai. Toi thita nhan dé la mét trong nhitng khiém
khuyét ctia minh. Nhwng moi nguwdi da néi nhitng diéu kinh khing dén thé!
Ma tai sao khi moi ngudi cai lai t6i thi nguwdi ta chang thdy c6 gi khong
diung? Ho van lam thé hét lan nay dén lan khac... trong khi t6i cling c6 ly
nhiéu chang kém ho.

“Hay mia mai? Phai, t6i e rang d6 lai 1a mot khuyét diém khac cua
minh. Hay ty ai... khong, t6i khong co tinh do. T6i chi nhay cam thoi. Con
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kiéu ngao? Cha, ding vay that, t6i qua c6 hoi kieu ngao... nhung khong
kiéu ngao theo kiéu moi ngudi van nghi. Toi khong thé ngan minh ngang
cao dau, va t6i cting khong thé khong cam thay that tuyét voi khi dwoc hau
thudn bdi ca mét thé ky nhitng con ngwoi chinh trure, tir té€ v6i nhitng truyén
thong tot dep va tri tué dang né trong. Khong giong nhw nhitng nguwdi nha
Potter... chi vira md&i phat 1én ngay hom qua!

“Oi, nhitng nguwdi phu nit dé xuyén tac moi chuyén vé Ilse t6i nghiép
méi ghé lam sao chit. T6i cho la chiing ta dirng hong mo twéng dén chuyén
nguoi ho Potter hodc vo cia mot ngwoi mang ho Potter nhan ra dugce canh
mong du trong vé Phu nhan Macbeth. T6i da nhac di nhac lai véi Ilse rang
tredc khi luyén tap canh do, cau ay nhat thiét phai nhin truéc ngod sau xem
ctra gia da dong hét chwa. Cau ay dién vai nay kha tuyét. Cau dy chwa bao
gio tham gia vu pha r6i co6 dau chu ré do... cau ay chi bdo cdu ay thich di
dén do thoi. Con vé chuyén tam dudi trang... qua cé chuyén thé that, chi c6
diéu ching t6i van mdc mot it quan do day ch&. Chuyén dé chang co gi
dang kinh khiép ca. Chuyén dé dep dén my man... du vay thi bay gio né da
bi pha hoai, bi thodi héa béi nhitng 16i don thoi lan khap moi noi. T6i chi
wdc gia nhu Ilse chwa ké chuyén dé cho ai.

“Chung t6i bo 1én bai cat di dao. T6i do6 trang sang vang vac, bai cat
dep lung linh. Ba Gi6 xac xao gitta nhitng vat co trén dun cat, nhitng con
song lap lanh diu dang trwon 1én quét sach bo bién. Chung t6i hdo hic
muon tam, nhwng thoat dau tin chac rang chang thé théa man mong mudn
d6é dugc vi lam gi c6 quan do tam. Vay nén ching t6i ngoi trén cét, tro
chuyén cung nhau. Vinh 16n hung vi trai dai tre6c mat ching t6i, 14p lanh
nhw dat bac, quyén rii dén say long, chay dai tit tap mat hut gitta nhitng
man swong mo mit cia bau trdi phwong Bac. Trong n6é chang khac gi mot
dai duwong bao la giita 'chon than tién hoang vang'.

“T0i noi:
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“'Té chi mong sao dugc 1én tau, dong buém thang tién ra ngoai kia...
ngoai... ngoai... td sé cap bo ¢ noi nao dugc nhi?'

“ 'Anticosti[1] chang,' Ilse noi... theo t6i thdy c6 phan hoi qua thiéu
si’c sang tao.

[1] Ddo Anticosti nam & Quebec, Canada.

“ 'Khong dau... khong... t& nghi la noi chan troi géc bé co,' t6i mo
mang noi. 'Mot bo bién xinh dep chang ai biét tdi, noi mwa chang bao gio
roi, gio chang bao gio théi. Co 1€ la qué hwong ctia Gié Bac noi cau bé
Diamond[2] tirng dat chan dén. Nguoi ta cé thé bang qua bién bac, dong
buom tién vé noi do trong mot budi tdi nhw toi nay.'

[2] Trong tac pham Trén luwng Gidé Bac (At the back of the North
Wind) ctia nha van George MacDonald, cau bé Diamond da lam ban vd&i
ngon gié Bac va dugc ba dwa tdi qué hwong cua ba, noi khong cé kho dau,
khong c6 cai chét.

“'T¢ nghi noi do chinh la thien duong,' Ilse noi.

“Vay la ching toi ban luan vé sy bat ti, va Ilse bdo cau dy sg chuyén
do6 lam... sg phai song mai mai; cau ay bao chan chan tram phan tram cau
ay sé chan ghét ban than dén tot do. Tai thi bdo c6 1€ t6i kha thich y twdng
ctia chi Dean vé si luan hoi... t6i khong tai nao tim hiéu duwgc xem liéu cha
ay c6 tin vao thuyét nay hay khéng... va Ilse bdo c6 1& sé hay ho that néu
cau dam chac cau sé dwgc tai sinh lam mot con nguwdi ti té, nhwng nhd
khong phai nhu thé thi sao?

“'Ai cha, v6i bat c hinh thitc bat ti¥ ndo thi cau ciing déu budc phai
chdp nhan mao hiém thoi,' t6i nhan xét.

“'Du sao di nita,' Ilse ndi, 'cho du kiép sau t&¢ duwgc la chinh minh hay
phai lam ngudi khac thi t¢ van hy vong minh sé khong c6 cai tinh khi néng
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nay khung khiép d6. Néu van tiép tuc dwgc la chinh minh thi chi can sau
nita gio dat chan dén thién dwong, t6 sé dap vo cdy dan hac, xé nat vang
hao quang va vat trui canh cta cac thién than khac. Cau biét thira t& sé lam
thé cho coi, Emily a. Té chang thé lam khac dwgc. H6m qua t& lai cai nhau
mot tran long troi 16 dat vdi Perry. Loi hoan toan thudc vé td... nhung tat
nhién cau dy da lam t& phat dién vi théi huénh hoang ctia cau ay. T¢ wéc gi
c6 thé kiém ché tinh néng ndy cta minh.'

“Gio t6i chang mady may ban tam dén nhitng con gian dit cta Ilse...
Toi biét ro nhitng 10i ban ay néi trong lic gian dit chang bao gio la that
long ca. T6i khong bao gio dé bung bat ci& 10i nao. Toi chi mim cuwoi vGi
ban ay, va néu c6 san mau gidy nao trong tay, toi sé ghi lai nhitng diéu ban
ay noi. Hanh dong nay chi khién ban dy titc dién 1én dén mic nghen hét ca
10i, chang néi nang dwgc gi thém nita. Ngoai nhitng ltic do ra thi Ilse rat
dang mén va nhon kinh 1én duoc.

“'Cau khong thé kiém ché dwgc con gian dit vi cau thich néi gian,' téi
noi.

“Ilse nhin to6i cham cham.

“'Khong phai... t¢ khong nhw thé.'

“'Co day. Cau thich no,' t6i khang khang.

“'Cha, tat nhién,' Ilse ndi, cuoi toe toét. 'Puing la trong lic né dién ra
t@ thady vui vé that. That man nguyén kinh 1én dugc khi néi nhitng diéu xtc
pham nhat, goi ra nhitng biét danh t6i té nhat. T¢ tin la cdu néi ding, Emily
a. TG thich n6 that. Ky la that day, ay vdy ma chang bao gio t& nghi dén
diéu do. Cé 1é néu that long khéng vui vé gi khi noi gian thi t& sé chang
gian dir lam gi cho cam. Nhuwng sau khi moi chuyén da qua... t& lai hoi han
vo cung. Hom qua, sau khi cdi nhau vd&i Perry, t¢ da khoc hang gio lién.'

“'Phai, va cau cling thich chuyeén do... dung khong?'
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“Ilse tram ngam suy nghi mat ltc.

“'Co lé thé that, Emily a; cdu ding la ngudi ky la. T sé khong néi vé
chuyén nay nita. Bi tam théi. Khong c6 quan do ha? Khong thanh van de.
Cach day ca dam lam gi c6 ai dau. T¢ khong thé cudng lai nhitng con séng
kia. Chung dang goi to.'

“T6i cling cam thady y nhu vay, va tdm dwédi anh trang dwong nhu la
mot chuyén lang man xiét bao, thu vi xiét bao... ma n6 ding la nhw thé that,
khi nhitng ngudi nha Potter chira biét gi vé n6. Bén khi biét roi, ho da lam
né hoen 6. Ching t6i cdi quan &o trong mét cai hdm nho nam gitta cac dun
cat — trong chang khac gi mot cai bat bang bac duéi anh trang — nhwng van
mac nguyen vay 16t. Chung toi da vui dua thoa thich, vira té nwéc vira boi
16 gitta 1an nwdc xanh 1ap lanh nhw dat bac, gitta nhitng con s6ng nhe nhang
ém ai, y nhu hai nang tién c4 hay hai ni* than bién. Duwong nhuw ching to6i
dang song trong mot bai tho hodc mdt cdu chuyén than tién. Va khi budc
1én bo, t6i chia tay vé phia Ilse, noi:

“'Budc t6i day noi bai cat vang

Nhtin goi chao hon 1én mat cat,

Ngon gi6 hoang tat 10i hat,

Khéo 1éo dat budc chan

Va, nhitng tién ni* dang yéu, ganh ndang trén than.'

“Ilse nam tay t6i va chiing t6i nhdy vong tron trén bai cat loang loang
anh trang, sau dé chiing t6i leo 1én cho cai t6 bac, madc quan ao vao roi vé
nha trong niém han hoan man nguyén. Tat nhién, chi cé diéu ching t6i phai
cuon hai cai vay 1ot wdt sting lai kep duéi nach, thanh ra cé vé nhv vay cua
ching t6i bam sat vao co thé, tuy nhién chang ai nhin thiy ching t6i hét.
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Va gio thi ca cai lang Ho6 Blair nay déu dang l1dy lam chuwéng tai gai mat
dén tot do vi chuyén dé day.

“Du sao di nita, t6i mong la chuyén nay khéng dén tai bac Elizabeth.

“That qua té vi ba Price lai mat an mat nga dén thé trudc chuyén caa
cha Dean va t6i. Chung t6i dau c6 lam bua phép quai dan gi dau... chung
toi chi don thuan di dao trén ndi Ngoan Muc va doi tim dau vét cac birc
tranh giita nhitng ddm may. Co6 1é hanh dong do6 tré con that ddy... nhung né
thd vi vo cung. To6i thich chd Dean & chinh cai tinh do6 day... chtu ay chang
bao gi& chi vi thady né c6 vé tré con ma e ngai khong dam lam mdot chuyén
v hai va thd vi nao d6. Chu dy chi cho t6i thady mot dam may giong nhu in
mot thién than dang bay ngang bau troi xanh nhat twoi sang rang rd, 6m
trén tay mot dira tré. Mot tam khan voan méng tang mau xanh nhat che phu
mai dau cua thién than may, va bén dwdi 16p voan ay, mot vi sao nhat nhoa
dau tién sang nhap nhdy. P6i canh thién than dwogc bit vang, con chiéc vay
trang muot 16m dom mau dé sam.

“'Kia la Thién Than Sao Hom dang bé ngay mai t6i,' chi Dean noi.

“Canh twgng dep dén noi da khién t6i chim dam trong mat thoi khac
huy hoang. Nhung chi mwoi gidy sau n6 da thay doi, khong khac gi mot
con lac da v6i cai budu ngoai co!

“Chung t6i da c6 ntra tiéng dong ho tuyét voi, dau cho ba Price, von
chang nhin thay bat cir thit gi trén bau trdi, c6 cho rang chiing t6i han dién
mat roi.

“Cha, riéng trong van dé nay, chang can phdi c6 gang chiéu theo y
ngwoi khac lam gi. Piéu duy nhét can lam la séng ding véi ban chat cta
minh. Xét cho cung, t6i tin vao ban than minh. T6i khong xau xa va ngu
ngoc nhw ho van twéng, toi cling khong mac bénh lao phoi, va toi con biét
viét lach nita. Gig day khi da viét lai toan bo moi chuyén, t6i cAm nhan su
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viéc theo cach khac han. Diéu duy nhat van khién t6i birc minh chinh la
viéc co Potter to ra thwong hai toi... bi mot ngwoi mang ho Potter thwong
hai kia day!

“Ngay liuc nay day, t6i doi mat ra ngoai ctra s6 va nhin thiy tham sen
can cda bac Jimmy... r6i bat chgt a&nh chép 16e 1én... vay la ca co Potter, ca
thai do thwong hai lan miéng 1uGi cay doc cua c6 ta dwong nhw déu chang
con la van dé nita. Sen can 0i, ai d3 nhuom mau cho cac ban vay, nhitng
cay hoa ruc rd twoi dep diéu ky? Chac han cac ban da duwgc tao hinh tw
nhitng budi hoang hon mua he.

“He nay, toi da giup d& bac Jimmy rat nhiéu cong viéc vuon tuge. Toi
tin chac t6i cling yéu khu veon chang thua kém gi bac dy. Ngay nao ching
t0i cling déu c6 nhitng kham pha mdi vé hoa va nu.

“Vay 1a bac Elizabeth s& khong cho t6i dén Shrewsbury! Oi, t6i cam
thay that vong dén do ct nhw thé t6i that long mong moi bac ay sé cho phép
vay. Dwong nhw moi cadnh ctta cudc doi déu da déng sap lai trwedc mat toi
10i.

“Nhung xét cho cung, t6i van con vo van diéu dang dé cam kich. Co 1é
ro6i dén nam sau, bac Elizabeth sé cho phép t6i hoc & day thdi, con thay
Carpenter c6 thé chi bao cho t6i rat nhiéu; t6i khong phai ké dang ghé tém,;
anh trang van dep dé xiét bao; roi sé c6 ngay téi dan than vao sy nghiép
viét lach... va t6i c6 mot con méo 16ng xam dang yéu mat tron vanh vanh
vira méi nhdy t6t 1én trén ban, dui dui miii vao cay bit cta tdéi nhw mudn ra
nhac nha rang t6i viét lién mot mach nhw thé la da 1am roi.

“'Meéo xam mdi dich thue la meo chi!™
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EMILY TREN DAI CAU VONG

Lucy Maud Montgomery
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 5: Tha it Con Hon Khong

Mot dém khuya thang Tam, nghe thay tiéng huyt sdo ra hiéu cua
Teddy vong vao tt con duong Ngay Mai, Emily ben 1én ra ngoai gap cau.
Cau c6 tin md@i... ¢ nhin d6i mat sang long lanh ctia ciu la du doan ra
duoc.

“Emily 0i,” cau kéu lén day phan khich, “r6t cudc t& cling dugc t6i
Shrewsbury r6i! T6i nay me t& vira bdo me da quyét dinh sé cho phép t6
di!”

Emily rdt ming... nhung van khong tranh khoi xen lan mot noi buon
phién ky la, va c6 ty trach ban than vi da ndy sinh cam xtc dé. Trang trai
Trang Non sé quanh qué c6 don dén thé nao day khi ba nguwdi ban than thiét
lau nam ctia c6 déu da di mat! Cho dén tan gidy phit nay, c6 méi chgt nhan
ra c6 coi trong tinh ban cung Teddy biét bao nhiéu. Trong hét thdy nhitng
vién canh twong lai gan c6 tw vé ra cho ban than, hinh anh Teddy van lu6n
lu6n hién dién. Co6 van lu6n coi sy’ c6 mat cia Teddy la hién nhién. Gid thi
sé chang con ai nita... dén ca chi Dean cling khong, vi chi Dean lai sap
thue hién chuyén du hanh mua déng nhu thuwong 1é... hodc t6i Ai Cap hoac
t¢i Nhat Ban, c6 1é phai dgi dén phit chét chi méi quyét dinh dwgc. Co
biét lam gi day? T4t cd nhitng cudn s6 Jimmy trén tran thé nay liéu cé thay
thé nodi vi tri cia nhitng nguwdi ban than thiét bang xwong bang thit caa co
khong?

“Chi mong sao cau cling dvugce di!” Teddy noi, trong luc ca hai dao
bwdc trén duwong Ngay Mai — nhung gio thi gan nhw da bién thanh dudng
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Hom Nay roi, vi nhitng cdy thich non ram rap 16n nhanh nhw théi da cao
vut han Ién.

“Mong wéc khong théi thi c6 ich lgi gi dau. Thoi dirng nhac dén
chuyén nay nita... chi khién t¢ thém buo6n thoi,” Emily n6i nhat girng.

“Qi dao, dui sao chiing minh van con nhitng ky nghi cudi tudn ma. Ma
t¢ di dugce lan nay cling la nho cong cau ddy. Chinh vi nghe nhitng 16i cau
néi t6i hom no & khu nghia dia ma me da cho phép t& di. TG biét tit sau
hom do, me té van suy nghi chuyén do su6t, vi cit thinh thoang me lai buot
ra mot cau nao do6. Tuan vira roi, c6 hom t¢ nghe thdy me t¢ 1am bam, 'Lam
me that khing khiép... that khung khiép khi lam me ma phdi chiu dung
nhitng chuyén nhw thé nay. Ay vay ma con bé d6 con goi toi 1a ké ich ky co
day!' Roi c6 lan khac, me t& noi, 'Néu ta muon nam gitt thit duy nhat con lai
cho ta trén cudc doi nay thi co6 phai la ich ky khong?' Nhung t6i nay ltc me
bdo t& c6 thé di, thai do cua ba dé chiu lam. T¢é biét ngwoi lang van bao me
t¢ khong dwoc tinh tdo lam, va doi lic diang la me t¢ hoi ky quai that.
Nhung chi nhitng Itic c6 mat nguwdi khac mdi nhw thé. Cau khong biét dugc
nhitng lic chi co rieng hai me con vGi nhau, me t¢ diu dang va tinh cam
dén thé nao dau, Emily a. T¢ khong muén bé me & nha ma di. Nhung t&
phai hoc hanh Ién chit!”

“T¢ rat mirng néu nhitng gi t& ndi da thay doi dwoc suy nghi cta bac
ay, nhung bac ay sé khong bao gio tha thit cho t& vé chuyén dé dau. T bira
do6 dén gio bac ay van luon ghét t4... cau biét thira nhu thé con gi. Cau biét
thita c* mo6i lan t& dén Vat Cic Ngai, bac dy lai nhin t& theo kiéu gi r6i
day... 0i, bac dy rat lich sy v6i t6. Nhung con doi mat ctia bac ay kia, Teddy
a.”

“T¢ biét,” Teddy no6i, khong mdy thodi mai. “Nhung dirng khat khe
v6i me t¢ qua, Emily a. T6¢ dam bao khéng phai lic nao me t& cling thé
dau... mdc du tr Iic té biét y thirc thi me t¢ da nhw thé ro6i. TG khong biét
bat cit diéu gi vé me hoéi trudc d6. Me t¢ chang bao gio ké gi cho t6... t6

https://thuviensach.vn



khong biét chit gi vé cha td. Me chang néi gi vé cha cd. Tham chi t& con
chang biét vét seo trén mat me t& do dau ma cé nita.”

“Té nghi la tam tri me cau chang c6 van dé gi ca dau, that day,” Emily
néi cham rai. “Nhung t¢ nghi c6 chuyén gi d6 khién bac ay vwdng ban...
ludn ban tam vé no... mot diéu gi do bac ay khong tai nao quén, khong tai
nao ri bo khéi dau duwogc. Teddy nay, t& dam chac me cau bi &m mat roi. Tat
nhién, t& khong cé y néi la bi ma manh hay bat ky thit ngé ngan nao dé
kiéu vay am. Ma la bi &m b&i mot suy nghi khing khiép nao dé.”

“T6 biét me t¢ khong vui vé hanh phic gi cho cam,” Teddy néi, “va
tat nhién nha t& von nghéo. T6i nay me t& da no6i rd me chi cé thé cho té di
hoc & Shrewsbury trong vong ba nam thoi... me chi da sic chu cap dugc
cho t¢ dén chirng dy. Nhung chi can nhu thé t6 cling da cé duge budce khai
dau r6i... sau do thi t¢ sé tim ra cach dé tru tiép. TG biét t& c6 thé lam duwoc.
T& sé thu x€p 6n théa chuyén dé véi me.”

“R0i sau nay, thé nao cdu ciling sé tré thanh mot hoa si vi dai,” Emily
mo mang noi.

Ho da di dén cudi dwong Ngay Mai. Bai co6 ven ho dang tréi dai trwdc
mat, bi phu trang bdi cd mot bién hoa cic. Nguwdi nong dan ghét hoa ctic vi
coi ching chi 1a loai cé dai gay hai, nhung gitta m6t budi hoang hon mua
he, néu dirng nhin lai t* Vung Bat Cia Niém Vui Pa Mat, cA mot canh
dong trang xd6a hoa ctic ay that chang khac gi khung canh trong mo. Bén
duwdi ching, ho Blair sang 1ap lanh nhuw bong hué tdy vang khong 16. Con
trén ngon doi phia Tay, Ngoi Nha Tuyét Vong nhé nhan ndu minh giita
nhitng bong do, cé 1é dang mo mang twdng nhd dén mot co6 dau doi tra
chwa titng mot lan dat chan dén noi nay. Vat Ciic Ngai t6i den nhw muc.
Liéu c6 phai ba Kent dang c6 don & do, nitc nd trong bong toi, chi biét lam
ban cung no6i khao khat tinh yéu thwong vira bi an vira vat va?
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Emily dang ngwdc nhin bau trdi hoang hén; déi mat c6 nhin cham chq,
khudn mat xanh xao toat 1én vé kiém tim. C6 khéng con cam giac buon ba
hay chan chuwong nita, chang hiéu sao chi can c6 Teddy bén canh thi c6
chang bao gio lwru gitt cam giac do 1au dwoc. Trén khap cdi tran nay, chang
c6 tht am nhac nao giong nhw giong néi ctia cau. Dwong nhu chi can c6
cau, bong nhién diéu t6t dep nao cling c6 thé bién thanh s that. Co khong
thé dén Shrewsbury... nhung c6 van c6 thé lam viéc va hoc hanh ngay tai
Trang Non... 6i chao, c6 sé lam viéc va hoc hanh nhu thé nao day. M6t nam
nita dugc ¢ bén thay Carpenter sé ich 1gi cho c6 lam day... c6 1é ciling chang
kém canh gi Shrewsbury. Co cting da c6 Puong Apls ctia minh ma leo lén
16i... c6 sé leo 1én d6, cho du trén dwong cé bao nhiéu tré ngai di chang
nita... cho du c6 c6 nhan duwgc bat ¢t sy gitp do nao hay khong.

“Pén luc do, t¢ sé vé lai hinh anh cau ngay lic nay day,” Teddy néi,
“va dat tén cho buc tranh la Jeanne d'Arc... khuon mat tran ngap sinh khi...
dang lang nghe tiéng long ctia minh.”

Cho du tiéng long ctia c6 c6 nhu thé nao di chang nita thi t6i do, dén
lic 1én giwong di ngn, tdm trang Emily van c¢6 phan hoi chan nan, réi dén
lic tinh day sang hém sau thi chang hiéu sao c6 ctt dinh ninh trong da la
ngay hom do6 thé nao co cling sé nhan dugc tin tot lanh nao d6 — mot cam
giac dinh ninh mai van khong phai nhat cho du da bao nhiéu tiéng dong ho
tr6i qua van theo ding cai cung cach sdo mon quen thudc cia nhitng ngay
thit Bay tai Trang Non, van la nhitng khodng thoi gian tat bat don dep sach
sé tinh twom dé ngbi nha chao don ngay Chu nhat, dong thdi chan thitc an
lai dugc b sung day dan. Ngay hom do6 vira lanh vira am wét, véi nhitng
man swong mu nwong theo ngon gié Pong kéo vé tir bién, phti chup man
swong 1én khap Trang Non va khu vuon ci.

Pén ldc troi chang vang, con mwa xam lay phay bat dau giang giang,
trong khi tin tirc tot lanh thi mai van chang thdy tam hoi. Emily vira lau
chui xong xu6i dam dé nén bang dong, trong lic d6 van khong quén sang
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tdc mot bai tho c6 tén Khic ca vé con muwa, thi ba Laura cho biét ba
Elizabeth mu6n gap co trong phong khach.

Trong tri nhd cta Emily, nhitng cudc tro chuyén trong phong khach
gitta c6 va ba Elizabeth chang dwgc dé chiu gi cho cam. C6 vat 6c mai co
cling khong nghi ra duwgc dao gan day cé viéc gi, da hoan thanh cling vay
ma van dang dang dé& ciing vay, c6 kha nang dan dén cudc néi chuyén nay,
dau vay c6 van run run di vao phong khach: cho du ba Elizabeth dinh néi gi
v6i c6 thi at han dé ciling la chuyén dac biét quan trong, néu khong da
chang can phai néi trong phong khach. PBay chi 1a mot trong nhitng théi
quen vat vanh cua ba Elizabeth thoi. Daffy, con meo to xac, 1én vao bén
canh c0 nhv mot cai bong xam lang 1€. Co hy vong ba Elizabeth sé khong
dudi no ra; c6 né bén canh co thi c6 sé dwgce tran an phan nao: mot con méo
lu6n la ké hau thuan hiéu qua, mién né dirng vé phe ta!

Ba Elizabeth dang dan; ba trong c6 vé nghiém nghi nhung khong co
dau hiéu kho chiu hay gian dit. Ba chang buén quan tam dén Daff, chi tham
nghi Emily nhin md&i cao lam sao khi ditng gitta can phong lau doi trang
nghiém dwéi anh chiéu chang vang. Bon tré con c goi la 16n nhanh nhw
thdi! Duong nhv mdi ngay hom kia thoi, Juliet xinh dep, thang than... ba
Elizabeth Murray kién quyét gat hét nhitng suy nghi cia minh sang mot
bén.

“Ngoi xuong di, Emily,” ba noi. “Ta c6 chuyén can néi véi chau.”

Emily ng6i xuéng. Daffy cling bat chuwdc theo, khoan khoai cudon dudi
lai quanh chan. Emily dot nhién c6 cam giac tay nhép nhap, miéng kho
khoc. C6 chi wéc gi lic nay minh ciing dang dan 1at. That khoé chiu lam sao
khi ¢t ngoi thir ra & day, chang c6 viéc gi lam, ban khoan khong biét sap cé
chuyén gi sap xdy ra. Chuyén da xdy ra lai la diéu c6 chwa bao gio nghi
dén. Ba Elizabeth, sau khi thong tha dan xong mot vong tron trén chiéc tat
ctia ba, noi thang vao van de:
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“Emily, tuan t6i chdu c6 mudn dén Shrewsbury khéng?”
Pén Shrewsbury? Cé c6 nghe nham khoéng vay?
“0i, bac Elizabeth!” c6 thét 1én.

“Ta da ban bac rat ky chuyén nay vdi cac bac ctia chau,” ba Elizabeth
néi. “Moi nguoi déu dong y vai ta rang chau nén dugc hoc 1én cao hon. Tat
nhién sé ton mot khodn chi phi dang ké... khong, dirng ngat 16i ta. Ta khong
thich bi ngat 16i dau... nhung bac Ruth sé trd mot nira phi ton, coi nhw déng
gop nuodi dwdng chau... Emily, dirng c6 ngat 10i ta! Bac Oliver sé trd not
phan phi ton con lai; bac Wallace sé chu cap sach v& cho chau, con ta sé
phu trach khodn quan &o. Tat nhién, chau sé tuy sitc ma giip bac Ruth
cham lo nha ctra, coi nhw phan nao dén dap lai long t6t ctia bac dy. Chi can
dap @ng dugc diéu kién dwa ra, chau sé dwoc t6i Shrewsbury ba nam.”

biéu kién gi day? Emily - chi mu6én nhdy mua ca hat va cwoi 1én
khanh khach khéap can phong khéach 1au doi von xwa nay chwa titng c6 bat
ky ngwoi nha Murray nao, ké cd me co, dam to gan nhdy mua cuwdi dua
trong d6 — danh mién cudng ép minh ngoi thang do nhv pho twgng trén
chiéc ghé dém va tham hoi minh cau hoi dé. Trong su cho dgi hoi hop, co
phan nao cdm thdy thoi khac nay xem ra cling kha kich tinh.

“Ba nam & Shrewsbury,” ba Elizabeth tiép tuc, “ciing sé ich lgi véGi
chau chang kém gi ba nam & Queen; tit nhién, ngoai trit viéc chau sé khong
lay dwgc chitng nhan hanh nghé gido vién, ma véi chau thi chuyén do ciing
chdang thanh van dé, chau dau cé ty minh kiém song. Nhung, nhu ta da néi
do, sé c6 mot diéu kién.”

Tai sao bac Elizabeth khong néi luén xem diéu kién do la gi? Emily
gan nhw khong thé chiu dung noi sw cho doi héi hop nay nita. Liéu c6 kha
nang ba Elizabeth phan nao e ngai viéc nhac dich x4c cai diéu kién dé
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khong? Chuyén tro cau gio khong phai la th6i quen ctua ba. Lé nao no
khting khiép dén thé u?

“Chau phaéi hita,” ba Elizabeth nghiém nghi noéi, “rang trong sudt ba
nam & Shrewsbury, chau sé tir bo hoan toan viéc viét lach v& van cua
chau... hoan toan, ngoai trtv nhitng bai luan ma co 1é nha truong sé yéu
cau.”

Emily ngo6i bat dong... va binh tinh. Mdt bén la khong Shrewsbury;
con mot bén, khong con tho, khong con nhitng cau chuyén va “nghién
cttu”, khong con nhitng cuén s6 Jimmy thu vi da dang sac mau. C6 khong
can thém mot gidy phut nao dé can nhac quyét dinh ctia minh.

“Chau khong hiva thé dugc, bac Elizabeth a,” c6 néi kién quyét.

Ba Elizabeth sttng sot danh roi cd manh tat dang dan. Ba khong ngo sé
c6 chuyén nay. Ba ctt dinh ninh rang véi khat khao dugc t6i Shrewsbury ay,
Emily sé san sang chap nhan bat ky diéu kién nao dé doi lay co hoi duoc di,
nhat 1a mot diéu kién vat vanh nhu thé, von theo ba Elizabeth thi chi thuan
tiy lién quan dén viéc dep bo théi buéng binh di théi.

“Y chdu la chéau sé khong tir bé viéc viét lach vé van cta chau dé doéi
lay sy gido duc ma ldc nao chéu ciing gid vo la vo cing mong mudn?” ba
tra van.

“Khong phéi chau khong lam ma chi 1a chau khong thé,” Emily gidi
thich, day that vong. C6 da biét ro ba Elizabeth c6 1é sé khong hiéu duoc,
ba Elizabeth von chang bao gio hiéu dugc diéu nay. “Chau khong thé
khéng viét dugc, bac Elizabeth. N6 dn vao trong méu ctia chau roi. Ep budc
chéau ciing chang ich lgi gi cd. Chau muon dwoc di hoc that, khéng phai
chuyén gia vo, nhung chau khong thé danh doi bang viéc tir bo chuyén viét
lach. Chau khong thé gitr dwgc mot 16i hita nhw thé, vay thi c6 hita ciing
dwoc viéec gi dau a?”
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“Vay thi chau c ¢ nha di,” ba Elizabeth gian di noi.

Emily nhitng twéng ba sé ditng ddy budc ra khéi phong. Ay vay nhung
ba Elizabeth lai nhac cai tat 1én va trd lai cong viéc dan 14t trong tam trang
vo cung phan nd. Thanh that ma ndi, ba Elizabeth cam thdy sitng s6t dén
mic phi ly. Ba that long muén cho Emily dén Shrewsbury. Truyén thong
doi héi rat nhiéu & co, va hét thay moi ngudi trong nha déu cho rang ho nén
cho c6 di. Chinh ba la ngudi dwa ra y twdng vé diéu kién nay. Ba tuwéng
rang day la mét co hoi tot dé dep boé thoéi quen ngu ngoc lang phi thoi gian
va tién bac khong — giéng — nguwdi — nha — Muray chit nao, va ba khéng
may may nghi ngd sw thanh cong cua ké hoach nay, vi ba biét rdo Emily
muon di nhw thé nao. Ay vay ma gid thi xem cai con bé buéng binh v6 on
bac nghia, ngu ng6c thiéu ly tri nay di — “ban chat Starr dang 16 ra roi day,”
ba Elizabeth ham hyc nghi, chang con nhé gi dén cai dong mau Shipley
van dang chady trong huyét quan c6! Ba biét lam gi day? Duc rat tit chinh
kinh nghiém bén than, ba biét qua rd mot khi Emily da ha quyét tam thi
chang gi c6 thé lay chuyén duwgc co, va ba cling biét r6 mac du ca ong
Wallace, 6ng Oliver lan ba Ruth déu giong nhw ba, luén cho rang niém dam
mé viét lach cua Emily qua ngéc nghéch va phi truyén thong, nhung ho sé
khong ung ho yéu cau cta ba — Elizabeth. Ba Elizabeth Murray nhin thay
rd thé nao moi ngwoi ciing sé quay lung hoan toan lai vGi ba, va ba
Elizabeth Murray ciing khong thich vién canh nay chit nao. Nhé ra ba phai
lay chuyén dwoc, véi thai do tw nguyén, dita bé gay go xanh xao dang ngoi
trén cai ghé dém ngay tredc mat ba kia. Diva bé ay yéu 6t dén thé, tho tré
dén thé, ay vay nhung cting khé lay chuyén dén thé. Sudt ba nam qua, ba
Elizabeth Murray da no luc chita tri thoi viét lach dai dot, ngdoc nghéch nay
cta Emily, nhung cling bang ay nam, ba, m6t con ngudi trwdc nay chua
tirng that bai trwdc bat ky viéc gi, lai khong thé thwe hién dugc diéu nay.
DPau thé dung cach bo doéi hong khuat phuc c6; ma ngoai bién phap do ra thi
c6 vé chang con cach nao hiéu qua ca.
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Ba Elizabeth gian di* ngoi dan, trong khi Emily ngoi bat dong, vat 1on
v6i cam giac that vong cay dang dan xen lan noéi am (c tredc sy bat cong.
CO da ha quyét tam sé khong khéc triedc mat ba Elizabeth, nhung that kho
long nudt nguwgce nwdc mat vao trong. Co chi mong sao Daff dirng c6 g g
véi céi vé thoa man 10 16 nhw thé, c@ nhu thé trong mat cia mot chii méo
xam, hét thay sy doi déu v6 cung hoan hdo vay. Co wdc gi ba Elizabeth bao
c6 di ra ngoai. Nhung ba Elizabeth lai chi gian di* ng6i dan chang noi
chang rang. Toan b sy viéc nay phan nao giong nhv mét con 4c mong. Gié
dang manh dan lén, mwa bat dau quat vao 0 ctra so, va dwong nhw bao thé
hé Murray da yén nghi trong cdi vinh hang dang tv nhitng khung anh t6i
mau nhin xuéng bang anh mat khién trach. Ho khong hé cam théng véi
nhitng anh chép, nhitng cudn s6 Jimmy ciing nhw nhitng con duong Alps;
khong hé cam thong véi no luc theo dudi nhitng thit cao sang than thanh du
cam d6 nhung chang may thuan tai quen mat. Nhung, bat chap cam giac
that vong dang chat chita trong long, Emily van khong thé khong nghi rang
tinh huéng nay ma dwoc van dung vao mot canh bi kich trong tiéu thuyét
thi that tuyét voi biét nhwong nao.

Citra m& va 6ng Jimmy khé khang budc vao. Ong Jimmy da biét rd sip
c6 chuyén gi va ndy gio van chua tam binh tinh lang nghe dang sau canh
ctra. Ong biét Emily s& khong doi nao hita hen mot chuyén nhu thé; ong
ti'ng nodi voi ba Elizabeth nhw vay tai cudc hop gia dinh muoi ngay trudce.
Ong chi 1a don gian 1a Jimmy Murray, nhung 6ng hiéu mot ditu ma ba
Elizabeth Murray khon ngoan khong tai nao hiéu dugc.

“Co chuyén gi vay?” ong hoi, dwa mat tir ngwdi nay sang nguoi kia.

“Chang c6 chuyén gi ca,” ba Elizabeth ngao man néi. “Ta vira dé nghi
sé cho Emily di hoc, va con bé da tir choi roi. Tat nhién, con bé mudn lam
gi thi ci¥ tuy y thoi.”

“Ai ma tuy y noi khi sau lvng c6 dén ca nghin bac t6 tién chit,” ong
Jimmy noi bang chat giong ky di von van dwgc ong st dung moi lan néi
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dén nhitng van dé kiéu nay. Cach néi do6 lan nao ciing khién ba Elizabeth
rung cad minh; ba khong bao gio c6 thé quén dwoc sw ky di ctia 6ng chinh
do 16i cia ba ma ra ca. “Emily khéng thé hita nhe chi mong muén dugc.
Chau co6 hita dugc khong, Emily?”

“Khong a.” Cho du da c6 kiém ché, hai giot nwdc mat to twdng van lan
xuong hai bén ma Emily.

“Néu chau c6 thé,” 6ng Jimmy ndi, “chau sé hita chuyén do vi ta ch,
diung khong?”

Emily gat dau.

“Chi doi hoi qua dang qua, Elizabeth,” 6ng Jimmy noi vGi nguoi phu
nit dang gian di¥ ngoi dan. “Chi doi hoi con bé phai tir bo hoan toan dam
mé viét lach... nay nhé, gia st chi chi yéu cau n6 ti*t b6 mét phan nao dé
thoi thi sao... Emily nay, néu bac ay chi yéu cau chéau tir bé mot phan nao
dé théi thi sao? Chau cé thé lam duwgc khéng?”

“MGt phan nao 1a sao a?” Emily than trong hoi.

“Cha, vi nhu bét ky thit gi khéng phai sy thye ching han.” Ong Jimmy
rut ré bwéc dén cho Emily roi dat mot ban tay 1én vai c6 vé khan nai. Ba
Elizabeth van khong ngoi tay dan, nhung dwong dan da cham rai han lai.
“Vi nhuw nhitng cau chuyén chang han, Emily. Bac dy dac biét khong thich
nhitng cau chuyén chau sang tac ra. Bac ay nghi ching chi thuan la doi tra.
Bac ay khong mdy quan tdm dén nhitng thit khac. Chau khong nghi la chau
c6 thé tir bo viéc viét truyén trong ba nam sao, Emily? Pwoc hoc tap 1a mot
diéu tuyét voi. Chi vi muon dugce di hoc ma ba Archibald ctia chau da phai
tan tién vat va lam day; ta da nghe ba ké lai chuyén dé khong it 1an r6i. Thé
nao, Emily?”

Emily nghi nhanh trong dau. C6 thich sang tac truyén: that khé long ti
bé viéc d6. Nhung néu moi khi cam hitng dang trao, c6 van cé thé viét lai
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bang tho nhitng twdng twgng bay bong ctia minh... va con ca nhitng phac
thdo nhan vat khac thwong trong cudén sé Jimmy... ghi chép vé cac su kién
xdy ra trong ngay... di dém... cham biém... bi tham... thi c6 1€ c6 van c6 thé
chiu dung dugc.

“Thtr thuyét phuc bac ay di, thi thuyét phuc di,” 6ng Jimmy thi tham.
“Xoa diu bac 4y mot chit. Chau ng bac dy nhiéu lam, Emily a. Nhwgng bo
bac dy di.”

“Bac Elizabeth,” Emily rut ré néi. “Néu bac cho chau dén Shrewsbury,
chau hita trong vong ba nam sé khong viét bat ci¢ thit gi khong ding su
thue. Thé cé dugc khéng a? Badi vi chau chi co6 thé hita dwgc dén thé thoi.”

Ba Elizabeth dan nét hai vong tat nita r6i méi ha c6 dap 10i. Ca ong
Jimmy 1an Emily déu twéng ba sé ching théem déap lai. Ay thé nhung ba dot
nhién gap hét d6 dan lai va dirng day.

“Rat tot. Cit lam nhu thé di. Tat nhién, ta phan déi nhiéu nhat la nhitng
cau chuyén cua chéau: vé nhitng th con lai, ta nghi la bac Ruth sé cham lo
can than khién chau chang con thoi gian dau ma lang phi vao chiing nira.”

Ba Elizabeth duwong bé buéc ra ngoai, long tham nhe nhém v6 cung vi
ba da khong phai ganh chiu that bai tham hai, ma van duwgc chiéu c6 dé co
thé rtt lui trong danh dy khéi mét tinh hudng phic tap. Ong Jimmy vé vo
mai dau den nhanh cia Emily.

“To6t lam, Emily. Chau biét ddy, buwéng binh qua la khong dwogc. Va ba
nam co phai la ca doi dau, meo con.”

Khéng phai la ca doi that: nhung doi véi mot diva tré mGi muwdi bon
tudi dau thi cling c6 khac gi dau. Toi do, lic da 1én giwong, Emily khoc
tham cho t&i tan khi chim vao giac ngga; va roi, tinh day lic ba gio sang,
gitta dém khuya t6i den nhw mure, gi6é van vii thét gao trén bai bién phwong
Bac khong biét da qua bao doi ngwdi, c6 nhom day, thap mot ngon nén roi
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ngoi vao ban, mo ta lai toan bé canh huéng nay trong cudén sé Jimmy; can
nhac ting tr titng chit cot sao cho khong 10i nao viét ra lai khong phan anh
nghiém ngat thyc té!
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EMILY TREN DAI CAU VONG

Lucy Maud Montgomery
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Chuong 6: Nhitng Ngay Pau O Shrewsbury

Teddy, Ilse va Perry reo lén mung rd khi Emily bao tin co6 sé t6i
Shrewsbury. Ngam di ngam lai, Emily ciing thdy kha vui. Diéu tuyét voi la
co sé dugc hoc trung hoc. Co khong hao hing gi vdi chuyén phéi an nho &
dau tai nha ba Ruth. Pay la chuyén khong ngd ma tGi. Co van cho rang ba
Ruth sé khong doi nao san long chap nhan cho c6 & canh, va c¢6 ciing luon
dinh ninh rang néu c6 quyét dinh cho c6 dén Shrewsbury chang nita thi ba
Elizabeth han cling sé cho ¢6 tro & cho khac... cé thé la vdi Ilse. Chan
chéan, co thich phwong an nay hon nhiéu. C6 biét kha rd cudc song sé chang
thé dé dang khi song dwéi mai nha ba Ruth. Ay 1a chwa ké c6 con khong
dwgc phép viét truyén nita.

Cam thay noi khat khao sang tao thiéu dot trong tam nhwng lai bi cam
thé hién ra ngoai; noi vui mirng ram ran khi thai nghén duwgc trong 6c
nhitng nhan vat hai hwéc hay day kich tinh, dy vay nhung lai bi cdm mang
lai sy song cho chiing; dot nhién choang nggp bdi y twdng vé mot cot
truyén xudt sac, ay vay nhung ngay lap titc lai nhan ra rang ta chang thé
phat trién n6 dugc. Toan bd nhitng diéu nay chinh 1a mot sy tra tan chang ai
c6 thé y thitc dugc, ngoai trir nhitng ngwoi c6 khao khat sang tac bam sinh.
Hét thay cac ba Elizabeth trén doi nay cling chang bao gi¢ hiéu duwgc diéu
dé. Véi ho, day chi dugc coi 1a s ngu ngéc thuan tady.

Hai tuan cudi thang Tam 4y, trang trai Trang Non chim trong bau
khong khi tat bat. Ba Rlizabeth va ba Laura ban di ban lai khéng biét bao
nhiéu lan vé chuyén vay véc cta Emily. Co phai c6 trang phuc khong lam
mat thé dién nha Murray, nhung mét tiéu chuan chon lya nita la phai mang
tinh thuwong thic va khong thoi thwong. Ban than Emily khong dwgce dong
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gop y kién trong van dé nay. Mot hom, ba Laura va ba Elizabeth da tranh
luan “tr giita troa cho tGi tan chiéu t6i wt dam swong” vé viéc liéu Emily
c6 dwoc phép c6 mot chiéc do lua hay khong — Ilse c6 ba cai — r6i cudi cung
quyét dinh boé phiéu chong tredc noi that vong vé bo ciia Emily. Nhung ba
Laura c6 cach nghi riéng lién quan dén cai ma ba khong dam goi thang ra la
“vay da hoi”, vi chi can ba Elizabeth nghe thay cai tén do thdi thi s6 phan
cta no sé dugce dinh doat xong xudi vé phuwong citu van: cai vay bang vai sa
xinh dep vo cung, mau xam phdét hong — toi cho rang day chinh 1a cai sac
mau ma thoi dé ngudi ta goi la tro ctia hoa hong; khong c6 - qua la mot
buéc nhwgng bd vi dai ctia ba Elizabeth; véi hai 6ng tay do phong to at han
vao thoi nay sé khién nguwoi ta thdy chwéng mat 1lam, nhwng vao thoi do,
giong nhw moi xu huéng thoi trang khac, lai viva dep vira duyén khi dwoc
khodc trén nguwoi mot c6 gai xinh xan. Pay la cai vay dep nhat Emily tirng
c6 trong doi; va lai con dai nhat nita, m6t dac diém mang y nghia v cung
16n lao vao thoi ky dd, vi nguoi ta chi dugc coi la trudng thanh khi da dugc
mdc vay “dai”. Vay dai chdm doi mat ca chan xinh dep ctia co.

Mot t6i, trong ldc va Laura va ba Elizabeth déu dang di vang, c6 da
mac chiéc vay doé, bdi hy vong chi Dean sé dwoc nhin thdy co trong trang
phuc nay. Ong danh ca buéi t6i dén choi cling ¢6 — ngdy hom sau 6ng sé
khaoi hanh, quyét dinh 1én duwong di Ai Cap — va ho cung dao bwdc trong
vuon. Emily cadm thdy minh chin chan va sanh diéu han, vi c6 phai nhac cai
chan vay dep lung linh 1én dé khong dinh vao dam co6 hoang yén. C6 quan
quanh dau chiéc khan nhé mau héng phét xam, va dudi con mat ctia 6ng
Dean thi c6 qua la giong mot vi sao hon bao gid hét. Hai con méo di ho
tong — Daffy, chi méo muwép 16ng béong muwot va Sal Ngé Ngdo, cho dén
gig van dang nam quyén thong tri trén khap cac kho chuéng & trang trai
Trang Non. Bon meéo dén roi lai di, nhung Sal Ng6 Ngao thi mai mai van
luén ¢ dé. Hai con meéo tung tang dua nghich trén cac luéng co, nip sau cac
bui hoa rdm rap roi nhdy chém Ién nguwdi nhau, luén lach chay quanh chan
Emily. Ong Dean sip di Ai Cap, nhung 6ng hiéu rd mudi muoi rdng cho du
& bat ¢t noi nao, tham chi ngay gitta bau khong khi mé hodc huyén bi cta
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nhitng dé quoc da chim vao quén lang, ong ciing khong chirng kién dugc
bat ctt diéu gi khién 6ng thich thia hon bitc tranh tuyét dep ma Emily va dan
meéo con da khac hoa nén trong khu vieon Trang Non lau doi trang nghiém
ngao ngat huong hoa nay.

Ho khong tro truyén hao hing nhu thwong 1€, va sy im lang dét nén
mot bau khong khi cé phan ky di gitta hai nguwdi. Pa tirng c6 mot doi lan,
trong con boc dong, dong Dean bat chgt ndy sinh cai khao khat dién ro6 dugc
vt han chuyén di Ai Cap sang mot bén ma & lai nha hét ca mua dong; c6 1€
sé t6i Shrewsbury; ong nhun vai cuoi nhao chinh minh. C6 nhoc nay dau
can 6ng cham lo co chi... cdc quy ba quy c6 & trang trai Trang Non la
nhitng nguwdi giam hd cyc ky hiéu qua. C6 van chi 1a mot dita tré, bat chap
véc dang cao rdo manh mai va doi mat sau tham tham. Nhung cai ngan co
trang ngan cdia c6 mdi hoan hdo lam sao chi... cdi viéen méi cong cong do
tham ngot ngao kia méi quyén rii biét nhwong nao. Chang mdy ch6c ma co
sé thanh mot ngwoi phu nit; nhung khong phai nguwoi phu nit danh cho ong;
khong phai danh cho gd Lung Binh Priest khap khiéng von ctung thé hé vdi
cha c6. Pa hang tram lan, 6ng Dean ty nhac nhéd ban than dirng bién minh
thanh mot g ngdc. Ong phéi 1y 1am théa mén vé6i nhitng gi s6 phan da
trao cho 6ng — tinh ban va tinh thwong mém cta ngdi sao thanh td nay.
Nhiéu ndm sau, tinh yéu cta c6 sé la mét diéu ky diéu — danh cho mot
nguwoi dan ong nao do khac. Chac chan, 6ng Dean dm c nghi, c6 sé lai
lang phi n6 cho mot ga lun t6t ma nao do trén thyc té sé chang xitng dang
nhan mot ni¥a tinh cam do.

Emily dang nghi khong biét c6 sé nhd 6ng Dean da diét dén nhuwong
nao; c6 sé nhd 6ng hon bao gid hét. Mua hé dé, ho da bau ban than thiét
xiét bao. Bat ké lan nao chuyén tro cung 6ng, dau chi trong vai phut ngan
ngui, co cling déu c6 cam gidc cudc song ctia minh tré nén phong phu hon
nhiéu. Nhitng cau cham ngén thong minh, hém hinh, hai hwéc va dam chat
troa phing cua ong luon dang cho nguaoi khac hoc hoi. Ching khoi day sy
quan tam; khiéu khich va truyén cdm hitng cho ¢6. Nhitng cau nggi khen
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thang hodc ctia dng gitip cd ty tin hon. Ong ludn cuén hiit ¢6 theo mot cach
la ky ma khong ai trén thé gidi nay c6 thé lam duge. Co6 cam nhan dugc
diéu dé, nhung co khong tai nao phan tich cho 16 rang duwgc. Con Teddy...
cod y thitc duge ro rang tai sao co lai yéu quy Teddy. Chi don thuan xuat
phat tir cai chat Teddy riéng ctia cau théi. Va Perry nita... Perry 1a mot cau
nh6c ram nang tinh quai, vui nhon, tinh tinh boc tryc va huénh hoang ma
du c6 co ta cling chang thé nao khong yéu quy dwgc. Nhung dng Dean thi
khac. Liéu c6 phai sitc mé hoac cua 6ng bat nguon tir sy hap dan ctia nhitng
diéu chwa biét; cua trdi nghiém; ctia sw hiéu biét khon ngoan; ctia mot tri
tué dwoc mai gitia moi ngay mot thém sac sdo nho bao cay dang da trai qua
trong cudc doi; hay ctia nhitng diéu 6ng Dean biét rd trong khi c6 thé co sé
chang bao gio biét? Emily khong sao tra 10i dugc. Co6 chi biét rang néu dem
so sanh v@i ong Dean, tat cd nhitng nguwdi khac déu c6 phan hoi nhat nhéo;
tham chi ngay ca Teddy ciing vay, dit ¢6 yéu quy cau nhat. Oi chao, diing
vay, Emily khong bao gio mdy may nghi ngo gi chuyén co yéu quy Teddy
nhat. Tuy nhién, c6 vé nhr 6ng Dean lai théa man dugc phan nao ban chat
tinh t&€ va phirc tap ctia c6 ma néu khong cé 6ng thi lic nao né ciing luén
trong tinh trang doi khat.

“Cam on chu vi tat ca nhitng gi chd da day cho chau, chd Dean a,” co
nai khi hai chi chau dirng lai ditng bén cai dong ho mat troi.

“Lé nao chau nghi rang chau chang day ta diéu gi ca, ha Sao Troi?”
“Lam sao c6 thé chi¥? Chau nhé nhu thé, ngay ngé nhuw thé...”

“Chéau da day ta cach cuwdi khong nhudm vi cay dang. Ta hy vong chau
sé khong bao gio nhan ra dé 1a mot an hué 16n lao dén mirc nao. Bung dé
nguoi ta lam hw chau & Shrewsbury nhé, Sao Troi. Chau dang qua hao huc
vi dugc di dén dé nén ta chang muon déi mot gao nwdc lanh vao lam gi.
Nhung & Trang Non nay, chau sé song sung tdc... dé chiu hon nhiéu.”

“Cht Dean! Chau muon duoc hoc gi dé...”
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“Hoc hanh! Hoc hanh dau dong nghia véi viéc bi nhoi so bang mon
dai s6 va tht tiéng Latin hang hai. Ong cu Carpenter c6 thé day chau nhiéu
hon va b6 ich hon hét thay nhitng tay mo, ca nam lan nit, & trwong trung
hoc Shrewsbury.”

“O day, chau khong thé tiép tuc dén truong dwgc nita,” Emily phan
doi. “Chau sé co6 don lam. T4t cad hoc sinh tam tudi chau néu khong tGi
Queen hay Shrewsbury thi ciing sé & nha. Chau khong hiéu néi chid, Dean
a. Chau c twéng cha sé 1dy lam mirng vi cac bac ay cho phép chau dén
Shrewsbury chi.”

“Ta mung ch... vi dieu d6 mang lai nifm vui cho chau. Chi c6
diéu...nhitng tri thitc ma ta mong mudn chau tiép tuc thu dwgc sé chang hé
duwgc day trong cac truwong trung hoc, va cling chang thé do lwong dugc
bang céc bai thi cudi ky. Cho du chau c6 thu hoach duwgc bat ky diéu gia tri
nao @ bat ky treong hoc nao di chang nita, thi do6 ciing 1a nho chau phai ty
minh tim toi. Pirng dé nguwdi ta bién chau tré nén khac vGi con nguwoi that
ctia minh, thé thoi. Ta khong nghi 1a ho sé lam dwoc thé dau.”

“Khong, ho khong lam thé dugce dau a,” Emily qua quyét. “Chau cling
giong nhuw con meo trong truyén caa Kipling dy — chau bwdc di trong s co
don tv do, va vay cao dudi ti do moi khi dén noi nao khién chau hai long.
Bdi vay nén nhitng ngudi nha Murray mdéi nhin chau bang anh mat ngd vuc
nhu thé. Moi ngudi nghi 12 18 ra chau lic ndo cling nén c6 bay dan. Oi chi
Dean, chu sé viét thu thwong xuyén cho chau chiw? Chang ai hiéu chau
dwgce nhw chd. Va chau da quen véi s hién dién cua chii qua réi, dén noi
chang thé nao thiéu vang chu dugc.”

Emily néi — va nghi trong long — vé diéu nay mot cach kha don gian,
nhung khuan mat xwong xwong cua ong Dean do bung len. Ho khong chao
tam biét nhau — theo ding nhu théa thuin bdy lau gifta hai nguoi. Ong
Dean vay tay chao co.
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“Chuc chau moi ngay déu may man,” 6ng noi.

Emily chi trao cho 6ng nu cwdi cham rai huyén bi quen thudc cia
minh...6ng da di r6i. Khu vuon c6 vé c¢d don biét bao dugi anh chiéu ta
xanh nhat, véi nhitng cay triic dao dang bung hoa trang x6a nhw nhitng
béng ma thap thoang cho nay mot it, cho kia mot it. Co v6 cung mirng r&
khi nghe tiéng huyt sdo cua Teddy vang lén trong ritng cay bui cua ong
John Ngao Man.

Vao budi t6i cubi cung tride khi xa nha, c6 da téi tham thay Carpenter
va xin thay gép y vé may ban thao co6 d€ lai cho thay doc va phé binh tuan
vira roi. Trong s6 d6 c6 may cau chuyén mgi nhat, duwgc cd sang tac ngay
trwdc khi ba Elizabeth dwa ra t6i hau thw. Riéng vé vu phé binh thi thay
Carpenter Iic nao ciing rat san long déng gop y kién, va lan nao thay ciing
néi thang thitng chang chat kiéng né gi; nhwng thay rat cong bang, va
Emily ludn tin twéng vao nhitng nhan dinh cua thay, ngay ca khi thay néi
nhitng diéu nhat thoi nhw dao sac cita vao tam hon c6.

“Cau chuyén tinh nay chang c6 gi hay ho ca,” thay noéi thang thirng.

“Con ciing biét day khong phai cau chuyén con muén viét,” Emily tha
dai.

“Chang c6 cau chuyén nao tuan theo y muon hét,” thay Carpenter noi.
“Tro sé khong bao gio viét dugc thit gi c6 thé khién tro thue sw hai long,
cho du né c6 théa man nhitng nguwoi khac di chang nita. Vé chuyén tinh
yéu, tro khong thé sang tac ching dugc, vi tro khong thé cam nhan duwgc
ching. Bing c6 gang viét bat c thit gi tro khong thé cdm nhan dugc... roi
sé thanh that bai thoi... nhitng tiéng vong chang c6 gia tri gi hét’. Nay, con
cau chuyén nay nhé, chuyén vé ba cu nay nay. Cling khéng dén noi nao.
Hoi thoai thong minh day...that nit don gidn va 4n twgng. Va on Chua, tro
c6 khiéu hai hwdc day. Theo ta thi do 1a ly do cha yéu khién tro khong gidi
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viét truyén tinh yéu. Chang nguwdi nao c6 thé viét dugc truyén tinh yéu néu
nguoi ta khong cé khiéu hai hude dich thye.”

Emily khong hiéu tai sao lai vay. Co thich viét truyén tinh...va ching
la nhitng cau chuyén bi thwong uy mi vo cung.

“Shakespeare c6 thé day chit a,” ¢6 buwéng binh dap.

“Tro kho long dwge xép vao cung dang cap véi Shakespeare,” thay
Carpenter n6i kho khéc.

Emily dé birng hét mat may.

“Con biét la con khong dwgce nhu thé. Nhung chinh thay néi la chang
cO ai ma.”

“Va ta van gilt y kién d6. Shakespeare la ngoai 1é cang lam sang td
quy tac nay. Mac du chac chan khiéu hao hwdc ctia 6ng dy khong duwoc van
dung khi 6ng ay viét Romeo va Juliet. Tuy nhién, hdy quay lai v6i Emily &
trang trai Trang Non nao. Cau chuyén nay — cha, mot ngudi tré tudi néu van
chwa bi 6 ué thi c6 thé doc truyén nay.”

Duva vao cach uon giong cua thay Carpenter, Emily y thitc dugc thay
khong danh gid cao cau chuyén co viét. Co gitt im lang trong ldc thay
Carpenter ndi tiép, phay tay gat nhitng ban thdo quy gia cta c6 sang bén
chang chut e de.

“Cai nay xem chitng na na tac pham bat chwdc mdt cach kém céi
phong cach Kipling. Dao gan day tro doc truyén cia 6ng ay ha?”

“Vang a.’J

“ Ta cling doan thé. Birng c6 bat chwdc Kipling. Néu nhat thiét phai
bat chudc, thi bat chwéc Laura Jean Libbey dy. Ngoai trir tén truyén ra thi
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cai nay chang c6 gi hay ho ca. Mot cau chuyén hu cau vat vanh sdac mui doa
dirc gia. Va Tai san chon vui khong phai la mot cau chuyén; né chi la cai
mady. N6 kéu cot két. Khong mot gidy mot phiit nao n6 cé thé khién ta quén
di thyc t€ n6 la mot cau chuyén. Bd&i vay nén no khong phai mot cau
chuyén.”

“Con dang c6 viét mot truyén sat vGi thue té,” Emily cai lai.

“Ai cha, d6 mdi chinh 14 1y do. T4t ca chiing ta déu nhin cudc séng
thong qua mot do twdng — ngay ca vdi nguwdi bi v& mong nhiéu nhat trong
ching ta. Chinh vi vay, néu cac suw kién qua sat vGi thuc té thi chiing sé
chang thuyét phuc dugc ai hét. D€ xem nao — Gia dinh Madden - lai thém
mot no lwc bam vao cht nghia hién thye nita. Nhwng né chi 1a bitc anh
chup cht khong phai chan dung.”

“Nhitng chuyén thay vira néi chang thuan tai chit nao,” Emily thé dai.

“Néu chang ai n6i bat ctr diéu gi khong thuan tai thi thé gidi nay at han
sé dé chiu lam, nhung no ciing sé rat nguy hiém,” thay Carpenter bat bé lai.
“Tro da noi vdi ta tro mudn nghe phé binh chit khong can 10i dwong mat.
Tuy nhién, cling c6 doi chut dwong mat danh cho tro day. Ta da gitt nhan
xét nay dé ndi sau cung. Chut khac biét twong doi 6n, va néu khong sg lam
héng tro thi ta han sé néi rang né qua la xudt sac. Sau mwoi nam nita, tro co
thé viét lai truyén nay va bién né thanh mot tdc pham ra tro. Pung vay,
muoi nam... ditng c6 nhan mat, Ngoc Bich. Tro c6 tai nang; va tro co sy
nhay cam ngon ngit tuyét voi... lan nao tro ciing tim dugc cach dung tr dat
nhat... d6 la mén qua vo gia. Nhung tro ciing pham phai mot vai 16i té hai.
Nhitng cho in nghiéng nay nay... chira cai théi dy di, Ngoc Bich, chira cai
théi ay di. Va mot khi da xa rdi hién thyc thi tro phai kiém ché tri twdng
twong cua minh chi.”

“Gio thi n6 bi kiém ché roi day a,” Emily u rii n6i.
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Co keé lai cho ong nghe vé théa thuan giita c6 va ba Elizabeth. Thay
Carpenter gat gat dau.

“Tuyét.”
“Tuyét!” Emily nhac lai, giong v6 hon.

“Phai. D6 dung la th tro can day. N6 sé day tro cach kiém ché va tiét
kiém. Trong ba nam ay, hdy bam sat hién thyc va thit xem tro c6 thé hiéu gi
vé ching. Hay dé cho virong quoc tuwdng twong duwgc yén ma bam chat vao
cudc song binh thwong.”

“Lam gi c6 cai goi la cudc song binh thuong chit a,” Emily néi.
Thay Carpenter nhin ¢6 mét lic lau.

“Tro no6i dung... qua la khong c6,” thay noéi cham rai. “Nhung nguoi
ta van luon ban khoan vi ta hiéu vé diéu dé6 méi it 6i lam sao. Cha, c ti€ép
tuc di...tiép tuc di...c di theo con dwong tro da chon... va ta on than thanh
vi da cho tro tuy y budc trén con duwong do.”

“Bac Jimmy néi chang ai c6 thé lam gi tuy y khi sau lvng c6 dén ca
nghin bac to tién.”

“Ay vay ma ngudi ta c? bao ong dy ngdc nghéch day,” thay Carpenter
lam bam. “Tuy nhién, c6 vé nhw cac bac t6 tién cda tro khong dat cho trog
mot 10i nguyén dac biét nao. Ho chi don gian dat ra cho trog muc tiéu
huwéng t6i cac dinh cao, va ho sé chang doi nao dé tro song thanh than khi
van chua thye hién dwge diéu dé. Cit goi ndé la tham vong di...hay khat
vong...cacoethes scribendi...mu6n goi la gi cling dwogc. Dugi sy khiéu
khich... hay sw quyén rii ctia né... nguoi ta phai khong nging leo 1én
cao...cho tdi khi that bai... hoac...”

“Thanh cong,” Emily néi, hat mai téc den nhanh ra dang sau.
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“Amen,” thay Carpenter ndi.

Toi d6 Emily viét mot bai tho — Tam biét Trang Non, nuwéc mat wét
dam trén ting con chir. Tng cau tirng dong nhw thdm vao trong long co.
That tuyét voi xiét bao khi dwgc dén trwong... nhung co lai phéi roi xa
trang trai Trang Non yéu dau! Moi tht @ Trang Non déu gan bé véi cudc
song va tam hon co... la mot phan mau thit caa co.

“Khong phaéi chi c6 minh c6 yéu can phong, cay coi va nhitng rang
doi... chinh ching ciing yéu minh,” c6 nghi.

Cai va ly nhé mau den cta c6 da chat nich do. Ba Elizabeth da coi séc
dé moi moén do can thiét déu dugc cat vao do, trong khi ba Laura va ong
Jimmy thi dé y sao cho ngay cd mot vao mén d6 khong that sy can thiét
cling dugc dong goéi theo. Ba Laura da bao Emily rang c6 sé tim thdy mot
doi tat ren mau den cat trong doi dép quai hdu — ngay ca ba Laura ciing
chang dam liéu dén mic chon tit lua — con 6ng Jimmy cho c6 ba cudn so
Jimmy kém v&i mot chiéc phong bi bén trong c6 dong nam do la.

“Pé mua bat ctt thit gi chdu muén, Méo Con a. Nhé ra ta dinh bé muoi
do6 co, nhung bac Elizabeth chi cho ta &ng tredc nam do tién lwong thang
tGi thoi. C6 18 bac ay cling doan ra dugc.”

“Néu c6 thé tim ra cach kiém dwgc may con tem cua MY thi chau cé
dwgc phép lay mot dé dé mua ching khong a?” Emily h6i hop néi nho.

“Chau thich mua gi cling dwgc,” 6ng Jimmy kién dinh nhac lai, mac
du 6ng van chang thé hiéu ndi tai sao lai c6 ngudi thich mua may con tem
cta My chit. Nhung néu Emily muén mua tem MY, thi c6 cling nén c6 tem
M.

Ngay hom sau tr6i qua giong y nhw mot gidc mo doi véi Emily... con
chim véo von trong ritng cay bui nha éng John Ngao Man khi c6 tinh giac
lic binh minh... hanh trinh t&i Shrewsbury trong bu6i sang mat lanh dau
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thang Chin... man dén chao lanh nhat cua ba Ruth... khoang thoi gian
trong mot ngbi trwong la... t6 chitc ¢ cac 16p nam nhat... vé nha an toi...
chdc chan bang day viéc chang thé chi géi gon trong mdt ngay duogc.

Nha ba Ruth nam cu6i m6t con ngo trong khi dan cw, map mé ving
nong thon. Emily nghi ng6i nha that xdu kinh 1én dwgc, trang tri 10 loet da
cac thé loai ham ba lang. Nhung & Shrewsbury, chang c6 gi ngoai mot bai
c6 nhé tro trui, khé khan; nhung c6 mét thit Emily vira nhin thdy da thich.
Phia sau ng6i nha la mét bai dat rong vdi nhitng cay linh sam manh mai cao
vit — nhitng cdy linh sam manh dé nhat, thang tam tap va cao chot vot nhat
ma co tirng nhin thay, trai vé dang sau nha hoa vao trong mét canh sac mo
mang sanh ngat dai vo tan.

Ba Elizabeth & Shrewsbury ca ngay, mai dén sau bita t6i m@i vé nha.
Ra dén ngwdng ctra, ba bat tay Emily, nhan nhu c6 hdy té ra ngoan ngoan
va phdi tuyét doi lam theo 1énh ba Ruth. Ba khong hon Emily, nhung so véi
binh thwong thi giong ba Elizabeth dac biét diu dang. Emily diéng trén
nguong cita, ndc mat dam dia, nghen ngao nhin theo cho dén khi bong
dang ba Elizabeth da khuat khéi tam mat — ba Elizabeth dang quay vé trang
trai Trang Non dau yéu.

“Vao nha di thoi,” ba Ruth no6i, r6i thém “va xin chau dirng c6 dong
sam ctra lai day.”

O nay, Emily c6 bao gio dong sam cta dau.

“Chung ta sé rira bat dia an lic t6i,” ba Ruth néi. “Tw ray vé sau ngay
nao chau ciing phai lam thé day. Ta sé chi cho chau cho dé do dac. Chac ba

Elizabeth da bdo chau la ta mudn chau lam vai viéc noi tro lat vat dé doi lai
viéc tro @ day.”

“Vang,” Emily dap ngan gon.
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Co6 khong lan tan chuyén phdi 1am viéc nha, nhiéu dén dau ciing thé...
nhung chinh giong diéu ctia ba Ruth mdi gay kho chiu.

“Tat nhién chdu ma & day thi chi phi sinh hoat ctia ta sé doi 1én rat
nhiéu,” ba Ruth tiép tuc. “Nhung cling la chuyén hgp tinh hop ly khi tat ca
chung ta cung phai déong gop nuodi duong chau. Ta cho la, va Ituc nao ta
cling nghi nhuw vay, dang ra sé t6t hon nhiéu néu cho chau dén truong
Queen dé kiém cai chitng chi lam gido vién.”

“Chéau cling mudn thé,” Emily néi.

“Hirm.” Ba Ruth biu méi. “Ra la thé. Néu vay thi ta that khéng hiéu
noi tai sao bac Elizabeth lai khong cho chau dén Queen. Xét trén nhiéu
phwong dién khac thi ta ddm chac ba ay da chiéu chuéng chau qua du roi...
ta van cho rang néu ba dy nghi chau thyc long mong muén diéu nay thi
kiéu gi ba dy chang nhan nhwgng. Chau sé nga ¢ buong bép. Mua dong cho
dé am hon nhitng phong khac. Trong d6 khong co6 khi dot, nhung du sao di
nita thi ta cling chang da kha nang sam khi dét dé cho chau hoc hanh. Chau
phai dung nén th6i; moi lan dung hai cay cling dwgc. Ta mudn chau gilr
phong riéng gon gang ngan nap va c6 mat & didy dé an com ding vao gio
gidc ta da dé ra. Ta cuc ky dé y dén chuyén nay ddy. Con mot viéc nita ma
chéau ciing can phai hiéu ngay 1ap titc. Chau khong dwgc phép duwa ban be
vé day. Ta khéng c6 y dinh mua vui cho bon ching dau.”

“Ilse cling khong duwoc a, hay Perry, hay Teddy ciing vay a?”

“Cha, Ilse la mot nguwoi nha Burnley va ciling c6 quan hé xa. Con bé
thinh thodng dén ciling dwgc, khong c6 chuyén lic nao cling chay lang
quang & day dau nhé. Theo nhitng gi ta nghe dugc thi con bé khong phai
mot nguwdi ban dong hanh phu hop véi chau lam. Vé phan dam con trai...
chdc chan 1a khong. Ta chang biét gi vé Teddy Kent, va chau phai thay dua
tw trong dé dirng c6 ma giao du vdi Perry Miler.”
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“Chau du ty trong dé giao du véi cau dy,” Emily vac lai.

“Pirng c6 xdc xuwgc vdi ta, Em’ly. Chau can phdi hiéu ngay bay gio
rang @ day, chau sé khong dugc phép thich lam gi thi lam nhw khi chéau &
trang trai Trang Non dau. Chau bi chiéu qua hoa hw r6i. Nhung ta sé khong
cho phép nhitng thang bé lam thué dwgc dén tham chau gai ta. RO la ta
khong thé hiéu noéi céi s thich thdp kém d6 cua chau tir dau ma ra. Bén ca
cha chau c6 vé nhu cling ra dang mot quy 6ng day chit. Lén nha d& dé dac
ra di. R6i sau do hoc di. Chuing ta sé di ngu ltc chin gio!”

Emily birng birng phan nd. Ngay ca bac Elizabeth ciing chwa bao gio
ndy ra y nghi cdm Teddy dén trang trai Trang Non. C6 khéa minh trong
phong va 1 rii thdo d& hanh ly. Can phong mdi xau xi lam sao ch. Vira
nhin 1a c6 da thay ghét r6i. Cira ra vao dong khong chat; tran nha déc tham
mua 16 cho, sa xuéng qua sat givong dén do gio tay ra la da cham vao
dwgce. San nha trong tron trdi mot tdm tham 16n “théu moc” khién Emily
nhitc cd mat. Tdm tham khong mang phong cach Muray — néi mot cach
cong bang thi cling chang phai thi hiéu cta ba Ruth Dutton. Mot ngudi ho
hang & qué cua 6ng Dutton qua c6 da tang n6 cho ba. Chinh gitta la mang
mau do twoi 1oe loet, sdng swgng, xung quanh la nhitng trang tri hinh xoan
6c mau cam choéi mit va mau xanh luc dam thai qua. O bén géc tham Ia
nhitng b6 duong xi tim va hoa hong xanh.

D6 go trong phong son mau nau so c6 la trong dén la gdm gudc, bon
bttc twong dan loai gidy vGi hoa van thdm chi con gém gudc hon nhiéu.
Céc birc tranh cling mang lai 4n twong twong tw, dac biét la bitc thach ban
rvc 1@ c¢6 hinh ni* hoang Alexandra, nit trang lap lanh khap nguoi, dugc
treo & mot goc do dé khién ngudi ta c6 cam giac nguwdi phu nit vieong gia
ay thé nao ciling nga giap mat cho xem. Bitc thach ban chang thé bién ni
hoang Alexandra tré nén xau xi hay tam thwong, nhung dang thwong thay,
cam gidc ma n6 mang lai thi cling chang kém canh la bao. Trén céi gia hep
mau nau s6 co la, c6 mot binh hoa gidy cam day nhitng bong hoa gidy dé
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chtrng da hai mwoi nam tudi. That chang ai c6 thé tin ndi trén doi nay c6 co
bat ci thit gi xau xi va sau ndo nhu ching.

“Can phong nay chang than thién chat nao... n6 khong muén minh...
minh sé chang doi nao tim dwgc cdm gidc than thudc thodi mai & day,”
Emily noi.

Co thay nhé nha da diét. Co6 mudn nhitng nhitng anh nén & Trang Non
toa sang chiéu roi nhitng cay bu 16... mui hwvong cta nhitng day hoa bia
tam w6t swong... 1l méo gw rir ctia ¢o... can phong yéu dau dong day wéc
mo cua co... s thinh lang va nhitng bong den trong khu vuon ci... nhitng
bai ca oai hung ctia s6ng gi6 cat 1én gitta vinh... thit am nhac 1au doi vang
vong ma c6 nhé dén quay quat gitta sy im lang ctia ving ndi dia nay. Tham
chi, c6 nhé cd khu nghia dia nho von la noi yén nghi cia nhitng thé hé
Trang Non qua co.

“Minh sé khong khéc.” Emily siét chat hai tay. “Bac Ruth sé cuoi
nhao minh cho xem. Minh chang thé yéu ndi bat ky thit nao trong nay. Liéu
bén ngoai c6 thir gi khong?”

Cbd day ctra sb 1én. O ctva tré ra hwéng Nam, mé théng ra vat linh sam,
va mui nhya thom bay dén cho c6 nhu vuét ve au yém. Phia bén trai, cé
mot khodng trong giita ritng cdy, lam thanh mot cai ctra s6 xanh mai vom,
va xuyén sang phia bén kia, ngudi ta sé nhin thdy mot khoanh dat nhé chan
chita anh trang quyén rii dén mé nguwdi. Va né ciling dan vao khung canh
hoang hon trang 1€. Phia bén phdi trong ra swon doi rai rac nhitng mai nha
cta cu dan phia Tay Shrewsbury; ngon doi 16m dom anh dén gitta 4nh
chang vang ngay thu, dam chim trong mot vé dep nhw mién ¢6 tich. Bau dé
gan day, vang lai tiéng chim ué odi chac han cua vai chi chim non dang mo
mang buon nga nhdn nhay trén mot canh cay sap bong.

“Chao 06i, canh twong nay dep qua,” Emily thi thao, tho han ngwoi ra
ngoai dé hit cang long nguc bau khong khi dwgm hwong linh sam. “Cha
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tirng bao minh rang chi can tim thay dwgc mot nét gi dep dé thi con ngwoi
ta c6 thé yéu mém dugc bat ci¥ noi dau. Minh sé yéu noi nay.”

Ba Ruth bat nhd ng6 dau vao phong qua ctra ra vao.

“ Em’ly, sao chau lai dé cai 4o ghé kia nam xdc xa xdc xéch trén sofa
phong an thé ha?”

“Chéau... khong... biét,” Emily boi r6i néi. Co tham chi con chang y
thitc dwgc minh da lam x4o tron cai 4o ghé ay. Sao ba Ruth lai héi c6 nhw
thé ch, c@ nhw thé ba nghi ngd c6 dang ap t mot muwu do nham hiém den
toi kho lwong nao do vay.

“Xudng chinh n6 ngay ngan lai di.”

Pung luc Emily ngoan ngoan xoay ngwoi lai thi ba Ruth kéu 1én,

“Em’ly Starr, ha ctta s6 xuéng ngay lap titc! Chau dién a?”

“Phong ngot ngat qua a, “ Emily nai ni.

“Ban ngay thi chau c6 thé thong gi6 dugc, nhuwng mat troi da lan réi
thi dirng c6 bao gio m@ cai ctra s6 do6 ra. Bay gio ta chinh la ngudi chiu
trach nhiém cho sttc khoe ctia chau day. Chau phai biét 1a ngwoi bi lao phéi
nhat thiét can tranh khi dém va gi6 lua ch.”

“Chéu khong bi lao phoi,” Emily kéu 1én phan doi.

“Tat nhién la phai cai r6i.”

“Ma néu chau c6 bi that, thi khong khi trong lanh ldc nao ciing t6t nhat
cho chau. Bac si Burnley da néi vay roi. Chau ghét cam giac tu ting lam.”

“Nhitng nguoi tré tudi ct nghi ngudi gia that ngéc nghéch, trong khi
nguwoi gia biét rd bon tré mGi ngéc nghéch lam sao.” Ba Ruth cam thay
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nguyén cau cach ngon dé da truyén tdi hét nhitng gi can néi roi. “Di gi
thang cai 4o ghé ra di, Em’ly.”

“Em’ly” nin nhin budc di. Cai 4o ghé gdy kho chiu dugc chinh lai tw
thé chuan xac.

Emily ditng nhin quanh mot luc. Phong an nha ba Ruth thang 1€ va
“tan thoi” hon han can “phong khach” ¢ Trang Non, noi ho van thuong to
chitc nhitng bita an “quay quan”. San lat go cing... tham Wilton... d6 noi
that bang go s6i theo phong cach thdi Tién Anh. Nhung, Emily nghi, can
phong chang c6 dwgc du chi mot niva sy “than thién” cia can phong c6 kinh
& Trang Non. C6 thay nhd nha hon bao gid hét. Co khong sao thuyét phuc
dwgc ban than tin rang minh sé thich bat ky diéu gi & Shrewsbury... viéc
song cung ba Ruth, hay chuyén di hoc. So v&i thay Carpenter sac sdo chua
cay thi gido vién & day dwong nhw ai ndy déu nong can va nhat nhéo, chua
ké & 16p nam hai con c6 mot dira con gai ma vira nhin c6 da thdy ghét ngay
roi. Ay vay ma c6 nhitng twdng quang doi nay sé twoi sang xiét bao. .. dwgc
song tai Shrewsbury xinh dep va di hoc trung hoc. Cha, trén doi dau co
chuyén gi y nhw ta hang twdng twong dau, Emily ty nha trén dwong quay lai
phong, trong tam trang bi quan nhat thoi. Chang phai chi Dean tirng cé lan
ké rang cha da danh ca doi ap u mo wdc duwge chéo thuyén gondola bang
qua cac dong kénh Venice dwéi dém tring sang sao? Ay vay ma dén khi
thue hién dugc wdc mo dod, thiéu chut nita cha da bi bin mudi xoi tai.

Emily nghién chat rang trong ltic mo mam bwdc 1én givong.

“Minh chi can tdp trung suy nghi vao anh trang va khéng khi lang
man, phét 16 1t muoi di théi,” c6 nghi. “Chi c6 diéu... bac Ruth chdm chich
doc dia qua thé.”
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Chuong 7: Chap Nhat
“20 thang Chin, 19...

“Dao gan day, tdi thuong bo bé cuén nhat ky ctia minh. O nha béc
Ruth thi nguwdi ta chang lay dau ra nhiéu thoi gian ranh réi. Nhung gio la
toi thit Sau va cudi tuan nay toi khong thé vé nha dwgc, vay nén toi danh
tim sy an Ui noi cudn nhat ky ctia minh. Ci¢ hai tuan mot lan t6i mé&i dugc
vé Trang Non nghi cudi tuan. Bac Ruth muén t6i gidp ‘don dep nha cta’
vao thit Sau hang tuan. Chung t6i don dep khap lwgt ngoi nha sudt tir trén
xuong duwdi, chang mang dén chuyén c6 can phdi lam thé hay khong, y nhw
cach n6i cia nguoi lang thang khi rita mdt dinh ky hang thang vay, va roi
dén Cha nhat sé nghi ngoi thw gian, hoan toan khong dong chan dong tay
lam bat ky viéc gi.

“T6i nay, nghe trong khong khi c6 mui swong gia. Toi chi sg khu veeon
& Trang Non sé phdi odan minh chéng choi. Bac Elizabeth sé bat dau chac
mam da dén mua bé can bép ngoai troi va mang Waterloo quay tré lai bép.
Bac Jimmy sé vira ndu cam lgn trong vieon cay an qua cii vira ngdm nga bai
tho do bac sang tac. Rat c6 thé Teddy, Ilse va Perry — toan nhitng nguoi
may man déu da dugc vé nha — sé dén do, va Daff sé tho than xung quanh.
Nhung t6i khong dwgc nghi vé chuyén nay nita. Nhuw thé chi lam khudy
dong noi nhé nha thoi.

“T6i dang dan thady yéu mém Shrewsbury, tredng Shrewsbury va cac
gido vién & Shrewsbury — tuy nhién chd Dean da néi rat ding, ¢ day toi
chang tim thay bat ci ai giong nhu thay Carpenter. Cac hoc sinh nam hai va
nam cudi déu coi thwong dam hoc sinh nam nhat, va Iic nao ciling té thai do
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rat ké ca. Mot vai ngwoi da ra vé bé trén véi toi, nhung thoi nghi chac ho sé
chang thi 1am thé 1an nita dau — ngoai triv Evelyn Blake, lan nao gap t6i co6
ta cling to thai do ké cd, ma chung toi lai gap nhau kha thvong xuyén, vi
ban than cua cO ta, Mary Carswell, tro cung phong véi Ilse tai nha ba
Adamson.

“Toi ghét Evelyn Blake. Diéu do thi chang c6 gi phai nghi ngd hét. Va
cling chang can phai nghi ngd chuyén co ta ghét t6i. Chang t6i la nhitng ké
thu ban nang... ngay tir lan dau gap go, chiing t6i da nhin nhau nhw hai con
meo xa la, va chi can nghi thé la da. Tw trwdc dén gio, toi chua tirng thuc
long cam ghét ai. H6i xwa t6i c twdng la c6, nhung bay gid téi da nhan ra
dé6 chi la cdm gidc khong thich th6i. Cam ghét la mét thay doi kha tha vi.
Evelyn la hoc sinh nam hai, cao rdo, khon ngoan va kha xinh xan. C6 ta c6
d6i mat dai mau nau nhat day xdo tra va hay noi bang giong miii. Toi biét
co ta c6 tham vong van chwong, va luon cho rang minh la c6 gai an mac
dep nhat trwong trung hoc. Cé 1€ c6 ta dung la thé that, nhung chang hiéu
sao c6 vé nhu quan ao cda o ta con gay duwgc an twong manh mé véi ngwoi
khac hon ca ban than c6 ta. Moi ngwoi van ché boi Ilse bdi an mac qua sang
trong va qua gia dan, nhung du sao di nita cau ay van lam cha duwgc quan
do cua minh. Evelyn thi khong thé. Ban lu6n nghi dén quan 4o cta c6 ta
trirdc khi nghi dén c6 ta. C6 vé nhu khac biét nam & chd Evelyn mac cho
nguoi khac, con Ilse mac cho chinh ban than minh. Khi nao quan sat co ta
k¥ cang hon chut nita thi t6i sé phai viét mot ban phac thao tinh cach co ta
méi dugc. N6 sé lam t6i thda 1ong 1am cho ma xem!

“T6i gap co ta lan dau tién ¢ phong cta Ilse, va Mary Carswell da giGi
thiéu ching t6i vdi nhau. Co ta nhin xuéng t6i — do 16n hon t6i mot tudi
nén co ta cling cao hon t6i mot chit — roi noi,

“ ‘Ai cha, phai roi, tiéu thw Starr phai khong? T6i da nghe di t6i, phu
nhan Henry Blake, ké chuyén vé cau roi.’
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“Phu nhan Henry Blake chinh la c6 Brownell hoi xwa. T6i nhin thang
vao mat Evelyn ma dap,

“ ‘Chac chan ba Henry Blake da t6 vé kha nhiéu cho hinh anh cua t6i.’

“Evelyn bat cudi — bang mdt kiéu cudi toi chang thich chit nao. Nghe
cai diéu cuwoi do, ta sé cam thay co ta dang cwoi chinh ta chit khong phai
cuwoi cot diéu ta vira noi.

“ ‘Cau khong may hoa thuan véi di dy, nhi? Theo t6i hiéu thi cau kha
yéu thich van chwong. Cau viét cho bao nao vay?’

“C0 ta hdi bang mét giong diéu vo cung ngot ngao nhuwng c6 ta biét rd
ranh t6i chang viét cho t& bao nao hét... van chwa.

“ ¢ To Doanh nghiép ctia Charlottetown va tuan bao Thoi dai cia
Shrewsbury,’ toi dap lai, toét miéng cuoi tinh quai. “Toi vira thoa thuan véi
ho xong. Néu t6i gtti tin cho Doanh nghiép thi véi mo6i mau tin, t6i sé nhan
dugc hai xu, va hai mwoi lam xu mot tuan nho viét tin xa hoi cho to Thoi
dai.’

“Nu cuoi troi tan cua toi khién Evelyn kho chiu. Bang 1€ ra, hoc sinh
nam nhat khong dwoc cwoi twoi tan kiéu thé tredc mat cac dan anh dan chi
16p trén. Chuyén van chwa dirng & do.

“ 0O, phai r6i, theo t6i hiéu thi cau phai lam viéc dé chi tra cho cac chi
phi sinh hoat ctia minh,” c6 ta n6i. ‘Chac han moéi khoan thi du nhé dén dau

cling déu hitu ich cd. Nhung y t6i mudn nhac dén nhitng tap san van hoc
dich thuce kia.’

“ ‘Nhu But long ha?’ toi hoi lai kem theo mot nu cuoi toe rang rd
khac.
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“But 16ng la td bao caa trwong trung hoc, dwgce xudt ban dinh ky hang
thang. N6 dugc bién tap béi cac thanh vién cta Pau 1au va Cd, mét ‘hoi
van hoc’ chi nhitng hoc sinh ndm hai va nam cu6i mdi du tw cach tham gia.
Bai dang trén But 16ng déu do hoc sinh viét, va mdc du theo ly thuyét, bat
ky hoc sinh nao ciing dwgc tham gia déng gép bai vé, nhung trén thuce té,
gan nhv to bao khong chdp nhan bat ¢t tac phdm nao ctia hoc sinh nam
nhat. Evelyn la mot thanh vién c6t can trong hoi Pau 1au va Cu, va ho hang
ctia ¢o ta nam vai tro bién tap vién cua Bt 16ng. R0 rang co ta cho rang toi
dang ché nhao c6 ta, vay la gan nhuv tir lic d6 cho dén tan khi ra veé, c6 ta
phdt 10 t0i hoan toan, chi tr* mot cu dam thoc nhe nhang khi cau chuyén
chuyén sang dé tai vay véc.

“ “T6i muén c6 mot cai trong ddm no méi kia qud,” co ta néi. ‘O Jones
& McCallum c6 mdy mau mdéi dang yéu lam, va trong chung thanh nha
kinh khing. Sgi ruy bang nhé bang nhung den ma cau dang budc quanh c6
ay, tiéu thu Starr a, trong kha phu hgp day. Cai thoi chiing con thinh hanh,
chinh tdi cling tirng deo mot cai.’

“To6i khong thé nghi ra bat ¢t cau phan phao khén ngoan nao. Toi c6
thé dé dang nghi ra dwgc nhitng cach néi khon ngoan khi chang cé doi
twong nao dé st dung ching cd. Vay nén t6i chang néi nang gi ma chi don
thuan mim cwdi mot cach vo cung cham rai va khinh khinh. Cé vé nhu thai
do d6 con khién Evelyn thay kho chiu hon ca 16i noéi, vi sau dé t6i nghe
thay c0 ta bdo rang ‘tiéu thw Emily Star d6’ c6 m6t nu cudi rat gia tao.

“Ghi chu: - Nguoi ta cé thé lam dugc vo khoi viéc nhd nhitng nu cuoi
thich hgp. T6i phai nghiém tic nghién cttu van dé nay méi duge. Nu cuoi
than thién... nu cwoi khinh bi... nu cuwdi vo tw... nu cwoi khan khoan... nu
cudi toe binh thwong hay day tinh phinh pho.

“ Con vé c6 Brownell — hay néi ding hon la ba Blake — t6i da gap c6
ta trén pho cach day vai ngay. Lic vira di qua t0i, c6 ta quay sang néi gi dé
v&i ban dong hanh va ca hai cwdi phé 1én. Cach cw x qua té, t6i nghi thé.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Toi thich Shrewsbury va thich treong hoc, nhung toi sé khong bao
gio thich nha cia bac Ruth. N6 c6 tinh cach rat khé chiu. Nha cling giong
nhw nguaoi vay... sé c6 ngoi nha banj thich, c6 ngdi nha khong... va doi khi
sé cO ngoi nha ma ban yéu. Nhin tir ngoai vao, ngoi nha nay dugc bao phu
béi 16i trang tri 1oe loet. O bén trong, cdc cin phong thdy déu ngin nip, hop
thitc va v6 hon. Cho du cé dat gi vao trong nhitng can phong doé thi duong
nhw no cling chang bao gio c6 vé nhw thudc vé noi d6. Chang giong vGi &
Trang Non, noi nay chang hé cé nhitng ng6c ngach hay ho lang man.
Phong nay cua t6i cling chang céi thién hon sau thoi gian t6i & day. Tran
nha dé bep t6i... n6 sa xudng ngay sat giwong t6i... trong khi bac Ruth
khong cho phép t6i chuyén giwong. Bac ay té vé hét sitc kinh ngac khi toi
dée xudt chuyén nay.

“ ‘Chiéc giwvong lic nao ciling dugc dat & géc do,” bac dy bao, c nhw
thé bac ay dang noi, ‘Mat trdi lic nao chang moc & dang Bong’ vay.

“Nhung cac birc tranh méi dich thyc 1a thiv té hai nhat & can phong
nay... nhitng bitrc thach ban khac hoa nhitng hinh dnh khé chiu nhat. Mot
lan t6i xoay ching ip mat vao twong va tat nhién bac Ruth budc vao — bac
ay chang bao gid gb ctra — va dé y dén chiing ngay lap tic.

“ ‘Em’ly, sao chau lai lam xao tron nhitng birc tranh vay?’

“Bac Ruth Iuc nao cling hoi ‘tai sao’ toi lam cai nay, ‘tai sao’ t0i lam
cai kia. Cé khi toi giai thich dwgc, nhung nhiéu lic téi danh bo tay. Va lan
nay t6i cling khong thé. Nhung tat nhién t6i van phdi tra 16i cau héi cta bac
Ruth. Trong treong hgp nay thi mot nu cwdi khinh khi sé chang c6 tac dung
gi dau.

“ Cai vong deo c6 cho cho cia nit hoang Alexandra ctt &m anh tam tri
chau,” t6i noéi, ‘con vé mat cua Byron trong gidy phat cudi doi &
Missolonghi lam chau khong hoc hanh nghiem tuc dugc.’
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“ ‘Em’ly,” bac Ruth ndi, ‘chau c6 thé c6 gang bay té mot cht thai do
biét on dwgc khong.’

“T6i nhitng mudn hoi’

“ ‘Véi ai kia a, nit hoang Alexandra hay huan twéc Byron?’ nhung tat
nhién t6i da khong lam thé. Thay vao dé, t6i ngoan ngoan xoay hét cac birc
tranh tré lai vi tri cii.

“ ‘Chau van chua noéi cho ta biét nguyén nhan dich thyc khién chau
xoay nhitng bic tranh do lai,” bac Ruth nghiém nghi no6i. ‘Co 1é chau khong
dinh néi cho ta biét. Ngdm ngam va khé Iwong... ngdm ngam va kho
lwong... ta van luén néi chau la ngwoi nhw vay ma. Ngay tir lan dau tién
gdp chau & Maywood, ta da néi chau chinh la di¥a tré ranh manh nhat ta
ting gap trén doi.’

“ ‘Bac Ruth, sao bac lai ndi vdi chau nhu thé?’ t6i gian dir hoi. ‘D6 la
bdi vi bac yéu thuwong chau va mudn chau tré nén tot hon, hay bac cam ghét
chau va muon lam chéu bi ton thwong, hay don gian chi tai bac khong thé
lam khac dwgc?’

“Tiéu thw Xdc Lao nay, mong c6 nhé cho day la nha cuda ta. Va ké tw
gio trd di co sé phai dé yén cho cac bic tranh cta ta. Lan nay, ta sé tha thi
cho chau vi da lam xdo tron ching, nhung ditng dé chuyén nay xay ra lan
nita ddy. Cho du chau c6 twéng minh khon ngoan dén thé nao chang nita,
roi cling sé c6 lic ta phat hién ra dong co nao khién chau xoay ngugc
nhitng bic tranh do lai.’

“Bac Ruth oai vé budc ra khoi phong, nhing t6i thira biét bac dy van
ding nghe ngéng mot lic kha 1au & dau cau thang dé xem liéu t6i c6 bat
dau néi chuyén mot minh khong. Bac ay ltic nao cling quan sat toi... tham
chi ngay ca khi bac dy chang néi gi... chang lam gi... t6i van biét bac dy
dang quan sat t6i. T6i c6 cam giac minh chang khac gi mét con ru6i dang &
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dwéi kinh hién vi. Khong mot 16i 16, mot hanh dong nao thoat khéi sw phé
phan ctia bac ady, va cho du khoéng thé doc duwgc suy nghi cua t6i, bac dy c&
thich quy chup cho t6i nhitng suy nghi ma t6i chang bao gi¢ ndy sinh trong
dau. T6i ghét chuyén dé con hon bat ky diéu gi khac.

“Lé nao toi khong thé noi dugc diéu tot dep gi vé bac Ruth? Tat nhién
t6i co thé chrt.

“Bac ay la nguoi trung thue, doan chinh, that tha, can cu va néi dén
kho thitc an cta bac ay thi bac Ruth khéng can phai thay xdu ho véi ai hét.
Nhung bac ay chang c6 bat ky dic tinh dang mén nao, va bac ay sé chang
doi nao tir bo sy nd lyc tim hiéu xem tai sao to6i lai xoay nhitng bitc tranh
do lai. Bac ay sé khong bao gio tin rang to6i da ndi cho bac dy sy that gian
don.

“Tat nhién, moi thi¢ ‘1é ra con c6 thé té hon’. Nhu Teddy tirng néi day,
no c6 thé la tranh nit hoang Victoria thay vi nit hoang Alexandra.

“T6i cling treo m&t vai bitc tranh cua riéng minh da gép phan cttu giip
t0i, mot vai bitrc ky hoa rat dé thwong vé Trang Non va vé vudn cay an qua
cli dugc Teddy veé rieng cho t6i, cong thém mot ban in khac do chu Dean
tang. D6 la bitc tranh v&i nhitng sac mau 6n hoa, khng may sac nét khac
hoa canh mdt hang co bao quanh mot dong sudi gitra sa mac cing mot doan
lac da dang bang qua dai cat dudi bau troi t6i den diém xuyét nhitng vi sao.
Bitc tranh thim dam mau sac bi an, day quyén rii va moi khi nhin thay né,
toi lai quén bang moén do nit trang cda nit hoang Alexandra cling nhw khuan
mat sau tham ctia huan twéc Byron, va tam hon t6i thoat ra ngoai... ra bén
ngoai... xuyén qua mot canh cong nho dé dén vai thé gidi bao la, ky vi cta
ti* do va mo wac.

“Bac Ruth héi t6i 1ay bitc tranh d6 ¢ dau. Dén khi t6i néi cho bac ay
biét thi bac ay khit khit miii dap lai,
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“ ‘Ta that chang tai nao hiéu duwoc tai sao chau lai c6 cam tinh véi
Lung Binh Priest co chit. Ta chang thé wa ndi anh ta.’

“To6i khong nghi la bac ay sé c6 thién cam vdi chi Dean.

“Nhung mdc du ngdi nha thi xau xi con can phong cua téi chang hé
than thién, Mién Chinh Truc lai rat xinh dep va chinh né da cttu séng tam
hén t6i. Mién Chinh Tryc 1a ritng linh sam dang sau nha. T6i goi nd bang
cai tén do vi linh sam cay nao cay nay déu cao chét vét, manh mai va thang
tam tap. Gifta ritng con c6 mdt ho nwdc khoac tdim mang che bang dwong
xi, ngay bén canh la mot tdng da xam to. Cai hé dugc két n6i bang mot con
dwong nhd that thwong uén lwgn quanh co, hép dén do chi vira mot nguoi
di. Moi khi mét moi, c6 don hay gian dit, hodac khi nhitng khat vong qua
chay béng, t6i lai ra noi nay ngoi vai phut. Chang ai c6 thé gitt mai tam
trang bat an khi nhin hang hang 16p 16p nhitng chép nhin manh mai noi bat
gitra troi xanh. T6i van thwong dén d6 hoc vao nhitng chiéu dep troi, mac
du bac Ruth luén nghi ngd, cho rang day thwc chat lai chi la mot biéu hién
nita cho tinh ranh manh cta ro6i théi. Chang bao lau nita, troi sé toi rat sém
khién t6i chang thé hoc & d6 dugc, va toi roi sé nudi tiéc lam cho xem.
Chang hiéu sao, mo6i khi & noi nay, cac quyén sach cua toi lai toat 1én mot y
nghia ma chiing chang bao gid c6 dwgc khi ¢ bat ¢t noi nao khac.

“Co rat nhiéu ngoc ngach xanh mwét than thwong trong Mién Chinh
Tryc, nong nan mui hwong dwong xi tam anh mat troi va nhiéu khodng
khong gian thoang dang xanh mau cé diém xuyét nhitng cay cic tdy phon
phét, khé khang du dwa vé phia nhau moi lic c6 Ba Gié chay len 16i giita
ching. Va ngay phia bén trai ctta s6 cda t6i, mot nhém thong gia cao vt
ding dé, duwdi anh trang sang hay gitta sac trdi chang vang, trong chang
khac gi mot nhém phu thiy dang ve vay diia phép. Lan dau tién nhin thay
ching, vao mot dém gié 16ng sau budi hoang hon dé Itta, dwéi anh nén
phan chiéu giong nhw mot ngon dén hiéu ky quai treo lo Ittng trong khong
trung, 1ap 16 gitta dam canh 14, anh chép da xuat hién — lan dau tién tai
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Shrewsbury — va niém hanh phitic t6i cdam nhan dwgc qua 16n lao dén do
chuyén gi cling chang con quan trong nita. T6i da viét mot bai tho vé
chung.

“Nhung chao 6i, noi khao khat dugc viét truyén chay béng trong toi.
Ngay ttr dau toi da biét rat khé gitt dugc 10i hiva véi bac Elizabeth, nhung
t0i khong ngo no lai kho khan dén thé. Dwong nhe moi ngay khé khan cang
trd nén nang né hon... nhitng y twdng co6t truyén xudt sac dén thé c nhay
vao trong tam tri t6i. R6i sau do, t6i lai phai cau dén sy ho trg ctia nhitng
ban nghién citu tinh cach nhitng nguwdi tdi quen biét. Toi da viét vai ban r6i.

“Trong t0i lic nao cling chdy bong mot khat khao dwgc thém mam
giam muoi chut it cho ching — t6 thém sac mau bi an cho boéng toi, diém
thém vé song dong cho nhitng nét ddc sac nhat. Nhung t6i nhd rd minh da
hita vGi bac Elizabeth rang sé khong bao gi@ viét bat cit diéu gi khong ding
voi sy that, bai vay toi danh kiém ché ngoi but va cd gang khac hoa ho
chinh xac nhu trén thuye té.

“T6i tirng viét mot ban miéu ta vé bac Ruth. Tha vi nhung nguy hiém.
T6i khong bao gio dé cudn s6 Jimmy hay nhat ky ctia minh trong phong
riéng. Toi biét bac Ruth sé luc loi khap phong moi khi t6i di ra ngoai. Bai
vay toi luon mang theo chung trong cap sach.

“T6i nay Ilse da dén day va chung t6i cung nhau hoc bai. Bac Ruth
khong tan thanh chuyén nay — va, néu xét mot cach céng bang, t6i khong
nghi rang bac ay sai. Ilse rat vui vé, hai hwdc nén toi chi e rang ching t6i
chi cuwdi nhiéu hon hoc. Hom sau ching t6i ciing chang hoc hanh tr té
trong 16p, them vao do, ngoi nha nay khong tan thanh chuyén cuoi dua.

“Perry va Teddy thich truong trung hoc. Perry trang trai chi phi ¢ tro
bang cach trong non 16 luyén kim va vuon tuge, con tién an uéng nhd vao
cong viéc hau ban. Thém vao dd, cau con kiém dwgc hai muwoi lam xu moi
gi® cho cac viéc lat vat. Toi khong thuwong xuyén gap cau dy hay Teddy, chi
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trir nhitng dip cudi tuan vé nha, vi theo quy dinh cta truedng hoc thi con trai
va con gai khong dwoc phép di cing nhau ca lic dén trwong lan Iic vé nha
sau gio hoc. Du vay thi 6i nguwdi van lam nhw thé. T6i cling c6 mét vai co
héi, chi cé diéu t6i da ty nhu véi long rang néu khong tuan tha quy tac thi
sé l1a hanh vi di ngugc lai véi cac truyén thong & Trang Non. Chua ké, c
budi t6i dep trdi nao toi vira ti tredng vé nha la bac Ruth lai héi liéu t6i co
di cung ai khong. T6i c6 cam gidc doi khi bac ay cé phan hoi that vong khi
t0i n6i ‘Khong”.

“Ngoai ra, t6i chang mdy cam tinh v&i bat ky cau trai nao tirng muo6n
di vé cung t6i.”

“20 thang Muoi, 19...

“T6i nay, phong t6i nong nac mui bap cai luéc, nhwng t6i khong dam
md& ctra sO0. Ngoai troi, khi dém qua dam dac. Ké ra, c6 1€ toi sé danh liéu
mot 1t néu khong phai ca ngay hom dé bac Ruth da chang lay gi lam vui
vé dé chiu. Hom qua la ngay Chua nhat t6i & lai Shrewsbury va Iic hai bac
chau dén nha thg, t6i da ng6i vao trong géc ghé cau nguyén. T6i khong biét
lan nao di nha tho bac Ruth cling phéi ng6i ¢ vi tri do, nhung bac ay thi lai
c nhat dinh cho rang t6i c6 tinh lam thé. Bac dy doc Kinh Thanh subt ca
bubi chiéu. T6i c6 cam giac bac ay dang doc n6 nham vao t6i, mac du t6i
chang thé hinh dung néi nguyén nhan la gi. Sang nay bac dy hdi tai sao t6i
lai lam thé.

“ ‘Lam cai g1 a?’ toi hoang mang hoi lai.

“ ‘Em’ly, chau thtra biét chau da lam gi day thoéi. Ta sé khong doi nao
dung thi cho cai thai do ranh manh nay dau. Bong co cua chau la gi?’

“ ‘Bac Ruth, chau khong hiéu bac dinh noéi gi,” t6i néi, hoi ngao man
mot chut, vi tdi cam thdy minh dang bi doi xi bat cong.
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“ ‘Em’ly, hém qua chau da ngoi vao trong goc ghé chi cot dé lam ta
phai tranh khoi cho dé. Tai sao chau lam thé?’

“T6i nhin xuéng bac Ruth; gio cao hon bac dy roi nén t6i cé thé lam
vay dugc. Bac ay ciing chang thich thé. To6i birtng birng gian dit va c6 18 nét
mat da phang phat sac thai Murray. Lam am 1 1én vi chuyén nay thi c6 vé
dang khinh qua.

“ ‘Néu chau lam thé dé bac phai tranh khoi cho dé thi chang phai
chinh n6 1a 1y do tai sao day u?’ t6i n6i bang giong khinh khinh ding y nhw
cam xuc trong long. T6i nhdt cap sach 1én, hién ngang budc vé phia cira.
Nhung dén dé thi t6i dirng lai. Toi bat chgt nhan ra rang, cho du nguwdi nha
Murray c6 thé lam hay khong lam gi thi lic nay day, t6i van dang cuw x@
khong ding vdi phong thai can cé cia mot nguwdi nha Starr. Cha han sé
khong tan thanh 16i cw x cta t6i. Vay la toi xoay ngudi lai va noi, cuc ky
1€ phép,

“ ‘Dang 1é chau khong nén noéi nang nhw thé, bac Ruth a, va chau
mong bac tha 16i. Chau khong c6 bat ky y gi khi ng6i vao trong goc. Chi tai
tinh cd chau la ngudi dau tién di vao trong hang ghé théi. Chau khong biét
bac thich ngoi & gbc do.’

“C6 18 toi lich sy hoi thai qua. Gi thi gi, 10i xin 16i cta t6i c6 vé chi
choc cho bac Ruth titc dién hon nita. Bac ay khit khit mii néi,

“ ‘Lan nay ta tha thit cho chau, nhung ditng c6 dé chuyén nay xdy ra
lan nita. Tat nhién ta chang trong chd chau sé no6i cho ta biét ly do cta
chau. Chau qua ranh manh dé c6 thé lam thé.’

“Bac Ruth, 6i bac Ruth! Néu bac cit day di day lai rang chau la mot
dita ranh manh r6i thi sé dén Itic bac budc chau phai tré thanh mot ké ranh
manh that cho ma xem, va dén ltic d6 thi coi chirtng ddy. Néu da quyét dinh
bién thanh mot ké ranh méanh r6i thi chau thé nao ciing xé miii bac dé nhw
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tré ban tay! Chinh béi chdu qua thang than nén bac mdi diéu khién chau
dwgc day cha.

“T6i nao toi cling phai Ién giwong ldc chin gio - ‘nhitng nguwdi c6 nguy
co mac bénh lao nhat thiét phai nga cho day giac’. Khi t6i di hoc vé thi &
nha con cad nui viéc lat vat dang cho san, roi dén t6i lai phai hoc bai nita.
Vay nén, chang had lic nao cho téi viét lach dwoc gi. Toi biét bac Elizabeth
va bac Ruth ban bac vé van dé nay. Nhung t6i phai viét. Vay la dén sang,
troi vira to mo la toi da day, thay quan do, khoac thém mot cai 4o choang —
vi gio budi sang troi rat lanh — roi ngéi xudng tan dung mot tiéng dong ho
v6 gia viét voi viét vang. Toi khong muon bac Ruth phét hién ra va goi toi
la ké ranh manh, vay nén t6i néi thang vdi bac dy rang t6i dang lam gi. Bac
ay lam cho t6i hiéu r6 rang rang t6i bi than kinh mat réi va thé nao ciing
khong tranh khoi két cuc tang thwong tai mot nha thwong dién nao do,
nhwng thye tinh, bac ay khong ngan cam t6i; c6 1é bac dy cho rang chuyén
dé r6i cling chang c6 ich 1gi gi. Khong phdi thé. Toi phai viét, dé la diéu
duy nhét c6 y nghia. D6i véi t6i, mot tiéng dong ho nhw thé gitta budi sang
xam xit chinh la thoi khac twoi sang nhat trong ngay.

“Dao gan day, do bi cam viét truyén nén toi thwong nghi vé ching.
Nhung roi dén mot ngay, toi bat chot nhan ra t6i dang pha vo théa thuan
v&i bac Elizabeth, néu khong phai trén gidy trang muc den thi ciing la trong
tam twong. Boi vay, toi ngwng viéc nay lai.

“H6m nay, toi da viét mot ban nghién ciu tinh cach Ilse. Rat thu vi.
Chéang dé gi phan biét dwgc con ngudi ban ay. Ban ay qua dac biét va kho
lwong. (Chinh t6i da vat 6c nghi ra dugc tir d6 day.) Tham chi, ngay cé con
gian dit cua ban 4y cling chang giong vaGi bat ky ai khac. Ban ay khong ném
vao mat ho nhitng 16i 1é kinh khing nhw binh thwong ma ban dy ngdm
ngam choc ngody. (Ngdm ngam choc ngody la cac dung tr t6i mGi phat
hién ra. T6i thich st dung ti*t m&i. T6i khong bao gid nghi rang minh that
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si’ nam bat dwgc mot ti nao dé cho t6i tan khi t6i néi thanh 10i hodc viét n6
ra.)

“To6i dang viét canh cia s6. Tdi thich ngam nhin 4nh dén &
Shrewsbury nhap nhday giita anh troi chang vang trén khap ngon doi trai dai
hut tam mat.

“Hom nay t6i nhan dwgc thw ctia chi Dean. Chu ay dang ¢ Ai Cap;
gitta nhitng dén dai do nat tho cac vi than c6 xwa cling nhw lang md cta céac
vi ti* thoi xa xwa lam. To6i chiém ngwdng manh dat la ky d6 thong qua doéi
mat ctia chi dy, dwong nhw t6i da cung chi ay quay ngugc lai thoi gian
xuyén qua hang bao nhiéu thé ky xa xam; t6i biét sac mau huyén bi thdm
dam trén nhitng bau troi mién dat ay. T6i la Emily thanh Karmak hay thanh
Thebes, hoan toan khong phai la Emily vung Shrewsbury. Chu Dean c6 kha
nang ma thuat nhw thé do.

“Bac Ruth nhat dinh doi doc thw ctia chi dy cho bang dugc, va khi doc
xong roi bac ay bao né that nghich dao!

“T6i chang bao gio nghi dén céi tinh tir d6.”
“21 thang Mudi, 19. ..

“T6i nay, t6i da leo 1én ngon doi nho ram rap thoai thodi gitta Mién
Chinh Tryc va dwgc tan hwdng niém han hoan khi ditng trén tan dinh. Bao
gig cling thé, moi khi leo 1én mot dinh doi nao doé, ta luon thay trong long
ddy 1én niém théa man. Khong khi dwgm mui swong gid, ditng tr trén nhin
xuong, toan canh cang Shrewsbury hién 1én mé&i dep dén nhuwdong nao, va
cdy cOi quanh toi thay déu dang hao hitc ngéng chd mot diéu gi do sap xady
dén — it nhat do ciling la cach duy nhat t6i cé thé dung dé miéu tad an twong
ching da ghi dau trong t6i. T6i quén hét thdy moi thi - s cham choc cia
bac Ruth, thai do ké ca cua Evelyn Blake va cai vong c6 cho ché cuia nita
hoang Alexandra — hét thdy moi th trén doi von khéng may t6t dep.
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Nhitng suy nghi thi vi nhw dan chim chdp chéi bay dén véi t6i. Ching
khong phai suy nghi ctia t6i. Néu la suy nghi cua t6i thi da chang hay ho
dwgc bang mot niva thé. Chiing dén tr noi nao do6 khac.

“Puong lic quay trd veé, trén con dwong nho téi om ay, trong khong
gian tran ngap nhitng am thanh thi tham dang yéu, t6i chgt nghe thay tiéng
cuoi khic khich vang lén gifta vat linh sam dang sau lung. Toi giat minh,
thoang hot hodng. Toi biét ngay day khong phai tiéng cwdi cia con ngwoi,
ma ding hon, né gidng nhw tiéng cwdi tinh quai dén tir thé gidi than tién,
chi phang phat mot chit ranh manh rat mo ho. Toéi khéng con tin vao nhitng
yéu tinh rirng nita — than 0i, ngwdi ta mat qua nhiéu khi trong long tré nén
triu nang hoai nghi — vay nén tiéng cudi nay khién t6i hoang mang qua doi;
va, ding vay day, mot cam giadc hoang sg dén sén gai 6¢c bat dau trueon 1én
cot séng cua toi. R6i, dot nhién, tdi syc nghi dén bon cd va chac mam cai
am thanh nay han la ttr loai ddy ma ra — mot am thanh han hoan dich thuc,
nhu thé mot ké song sét nao do ctia Thoi dai Vang dang khic khich cuoi
mot minh gitta béng t6i noi kia. C6 1€ bon ching cé hai con, va chac han
dang sung swdng tan huwdng mot tro dua nao do cua loai cd. T6i phai viét
mot bai tho vé chuyén nay méi duwgce, du cho toi chang tai nao c6 thé dung
ngon ngtt 16t ta hét dwoc dén mot niva sitc mé hodc va vé ma quai ctia no.

“Hom qua Ilse da bi tradch mang mot tran ra tro trong phong thay hiéu
tredng vi téi khi tan hoc da di bo vé nha cung véi Guy Lindsay. Thay
Hardy da néi gi d6 khién ban ay dién tiét dén n6i chop ludn binh hoa cic
trén ban thay ném thang vao twong, va tat nhién, cai binh da vo tan tanh.

“ ‘Néu la vai nhitng c6 gai khac thi moi chuyén roi sé cang lam cho
xem, nhung thady Hardy von la ban ctia bac si Burnley. Thém nita, c6 mot
diéu gi d6 & doi mat vang cua Ilse tdc dong dén ta. T6i biét dich xac sau khi
ném vd& tan cai binh hoa dé thi ban ay sé nhin thay Hardy theo kiéu nao.
Moi gian dit déu can sach, doi mat ban 4y sé lap lanh nét cuwdi va day tao
ton — bat kinh, bac Ruth thé nao ciling goi n6 nhu thé. Thay Hardy chi néi
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don gian rang ban dy dang hanh dong tré con va sé phai dén cai binh, vi do6
la tai sdn cta nha treong. Chuyén d6 phan nao khién Ilse chét diéng, ban ay
nghi n6 la mot két thic qua nhat nhéo cho nhitng hanh dong anh hung cua
minh.

“T6i da trach mang ban ay chang chut kiéng dé. Thanh that ma néi,
phai c6 ai d6 day cho ban ay biét 16n biét khon 1én chi, dy vay nhung c6 vé
nhw ngoai t6i ra thi chang con ai khac cdm thdy c6 bat ky trach nhiém nao
trong van dé nay. Bac si Burnley sé chi pha lén cwdi rii regi khi nghe ban
ay ké lai. Nhung toi c6 1€ cling nén khién trach cd Ba Gi6 nita. Ilse chi cwoi
pha 1én va 6m cham 14y toi.

“ ‘Cung a, n6 la mot dong tan hoang nhon kinh 1én duwgce ay. Khi nghe
thdy tiéng v0, t& chang con chut gian dit nao nita.’

“Tuan trudc, Ilse da ngadm tho tai budi hoa nhac cta trudong va ai cling
nghi ban ay that tuyét voi.

“Hom nay, bac Ruth bdo t6i bac &y mong rang toi sé tré thanh mét hoc
sinh ngdi sao. Bac ay khong choi chit vGi tén cta t6i; 6, khong, bac Ruth
khong c6 y niém gi vé tro choi chit. Bat ké hoc sinh nao gianh dwgc trung
binh 90/100 diém trong ky thi Giang sinh va khong cé bat ky mon nao dudi
80 diém thi sé dugc goi la hoc sinh ‘Ng6i sao’ — ‘Star’ va ké tir d6 cho dén
cudi hoc ky sé dugc gan mot ngdi sao vang trén trang phuc. D6 la mot sy
biét dai dang khat khao va tat nhién khéng c6 may nguoi gianh dugc. Néu
toi ma that bai thi thé nao bac Ruth cling day di day lai chang bao gi& biét
chan cho xem. T6i khéng duwgc phép that bai.”

“30 thang Mui, 19...
“H6m nay, t& But 16ng thang Mwoi mot duge phat hanh. Tuan tredc

toi da gwi dén bién tap vién toa soan bao tho vé con ci ma toi sang tac,
nhung anh ta khong dung. Va anh ta lai dang bai ctia Evelyn Blake, mot bai
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tho van v@ van, ngu ngoc vé L.a mua thu, y hét thit van chwong t6i tirng viét
cach day ba nam.

“Va Evelyn chia bubn v@i toi trwdc toan thé phong nit sinh bdi vi
ngwoi ta da khong chon bai tho cta téi. Chac han Tom Blake da ké cho co
ta nghe chuyén do.

“ ‘Cau dung 1dy lam bu6n vé chuyén do, tiéu thw Starr. Tom néi no
cling khong dén no6i nao nhwng tat nhién van chwa dat dén tiéu chuan cda
But 16ng duwgc. Rat c6 thé mot hai nam nita ciu sé dat dugc trinh do dy. Cw
tiép tuc c6 gang di.’

“ ‘Cam on,’ t0i ndi. ‘T6i khong budn. Viéc gi phai thé ch&? Trong bai
tho ctia minh, t6i dau c6 st dung tiv “long lanh” dé ghép van véi tr “mau
xanh”. Néu ma lam thé thi qua thyc t6i cling sé 1dy lam bu6n lam lam.’

“Evelyn no hét cd dom dom mat.

“ ‘Dirng thé hién su that vong qua 16 liéu thé chit, nhoc,” 6 ta noi.

“Nhung t6i nhan thay sau do co ta da tir bé chu dé nay.

“Chim dam trong cam giac théda man, ngay khi ti tredng vé nha, toi da
viét vao cudn s6 Jimmy mdt bai phé binh bai tho cua Evelyn. T6i da mo
phong né dya trén bai tiéu luan ctia Macaulay vé Robert Montgomery toi
nghiép, va bai phé binh nay lam t6i thich tha dén do t6i chang con cam thay
buon phién hay xau hé nita. Khi nao vé nha, téi sé phdi dwa cho thay
Carpenter xem méi dugc. Roi thay dy sé cwdi khung khuc khong ngirng
cho xem.”

“6 thang Muoi mot, 19. ..

“T6i nay, khi liéc qua m6t lwgt cuon nhat ky cia minh, téi phat hién ra
r6i chang mdy choc, t6i sé phai tir bé cong cudc ghi lai nhitng hanh dong
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tot va xau cua minh thoi. Cé 1é béi vi qua nhiéu hanh dong cua t6i thudc
kiéu ntra nay ntra kia. Toi chang tai nao quyét dinh dugc nén xép ching vao
dang nao nita.

“Cit sang thit Hai, theo nhw 1é thwong, moi khi dén luwgt diém danh,
chung t6i sé phai dap lai bang mot cau trich dan. Sang nay, t6i trich dan lai
mot doan tho trong chinh bai tho t6i sdng tac O cita s6 huéng ra bién. Khi
toi roi khoi Hoi dong dé xuong 16p nam nhat, c6 Aylmer, c6 hiéu pho, ngan
toi lai.

“ ‘Emily, em da doc mot kho tho rat hay trong gid diém danh. Em da
trich n6 tv dau vay? Em cé biét toan bo bai tho d6 khéng?’

“T6i qua phan khéi dén do gan nhu chang thé tra 16i noi.

“‘Co a, thra co Aylmer,” mot cach vo cung e de.

“ © CO rat mudn c6 mot ban sao bai tho dé,” c6 Aylmer noéi. ‘Em chép
lai ho c6 mot ban dugce khong? Va ai la tac gia cua bai tho do vay?’

“Tac gia,” toi vira ndi vura cuoi, ‘la Emily Byrd Starr a. That ra, thwa
co Aylmer, em da quén béng mat khong kip tim mét trich doan nao dé doc
trong gio' diém danh, ma v0i qua em chang nhé ra dugc gi, vay nén em da
trich t* chinh bai tho do em sang tac.’

“CoO Aylmer mai chang néi gi dugc mat mot Idc. Co ay cir thé nhin toi.
CO vOn ngudi to béo, tam trung nién, mat vuong chit dién va c6 doi mat to
mau xam rat dep.

“ ‘Co con muon chép bai tho nita khong a, thva c6 Aylmer?’ t6i mim
cuoi hoi.

“ ‘Co chtt,” c6 noi, van nhin t6i bang anh mat la ling do6, ct nhu thé
tredc day co chwa tirng nhin thay t6i bao gid vay. ‘Co6 chit, va nho em ky
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tén vao do nita nhé.’

“T6i hira sé lam vay va tiép tuc bwdc xudng cau thang. Bén chan cau
thang, t6i liéc mat nhin lai phia sau. C6 dy van ditng do, déi mat theo toi.
Tr anh mat co, toat 1én mot sac thai nao do khién t6i cam thay that vui
swong, that tw hao, that hanh phuc, nhun nhwong va... va... sung tin. Phai,
cam giac cua toi chinh la thé day.

“Oi, ngay hdm nay méi dep dé 1am sao. Gid thi tdi can gi phai ban tim
vé Bt 16ng hay Evelyn Blake?

“T6i nay bac Ruth da di bo vé dén dau thi trdn dé tham anh Andrew
nha bac Oliver, gio dang lam viéc tai ngan hang & day. Bac ay cho to6i di
cung. Bac ay tan tinh khuyén bdo anh Andrew rat nhiéu chuyén, nao la vé
nhan cach, vé viéc an uéng ciing nhw vé quan ao 16t, va bac ay con bao bat
ctt khi nao thich anh ta cit dén nha choi t6i ty nhién. Andrew la mot nguoi
nha Murray, cac ban thay roi day, béi vay anh ta c6 thé x6ng thang vao
nhitng ché Teddy va Perry chang dam dat chan tdi bao gio. Anh ta kha wa
nhin, v6i mai téc thang mau do dugc chai vudt ding kiéu. Nhung lic nao
trong anh ta cling c6 vé nhu vira bi ho bot va la lvgt phang phiu vay.

“Theo y tdi budi t6i hdm nay cling khong phéi hoan toan lang phi, vi
ba Garden, cht nha cta anh ta c6 mot con méo rat hay ho ma lai con thich
tan tinh t6i nita chit. Nhung khi Andrew vo vé cau chang va goi cau chang
la “‘meéo con tdi nghiép’, con vat thong minh doé ben rit 1én vdi anh ta.

“ ‘Dirng ¢6 sudng sa vdi meéo qua,” toi khuyén Andrew. ‘Va anh phai
néi nang mot cach ton trong vé cau dy hay véi cau ay.’

“ ‘Nham nhi!” bac Ruth noi.
“Nhung gi thi gi, méo cling c6 pham gia ctia meéo chi.”

“18 thang Mudi mot, 19...
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“Dao nay, vé dém trgi da bat dau tré lanh. Hém th Hai, ltic quay vé,
toi dd mang theo mot binh gin cia Trang Non dé git am. T6i 6m cai binh
cudn tron trén giwong, thich thu lang nghe tiéng dong gi6 thét gao trong
Mién Chinh Tryc bén ngoai va tiéng mwa quay cudng ru rit trén mai nha.
Bac Ruth chi sg cai nit ban sé bat ra khién mwa trit xuéng ngap giwong.
Chuyén do co 1€ cling té hai ngang vGi chuyeén da thuc sy xay ra dém hom
kia. Ntra dém, t6i tinh gidc, nghi ra dwgc mot y twdng xuat sac bac nhat cho
mot cau chuyén. Toi cam thady minh phai bat day ngay lap titc dé ghi chép
lai vao cudn s6 Jimmy kéo sé quén bién di mat. R6i thi t6i cé thé lvu gilt nd
cho dén khi thoi han ba nam da hét va t6i dugce tv do viét 1ach.

“Toi nhay ra khoéi giwvong va dung luc dang quo quao quanh ban tim
nén thi lai lam d6 lo muc. Vay ma tat nhién toi phat byc ca 1én va chang thé
tim thdy bat c& thit gi! Diém, nén, moi thit déu da bién mat. Téi dung lo
murc 1én nhwng biét rd van con cd mot viing mure trén ban. Myc dinh tém
lem hét cac ngén tay t6i, va t6i chang dam cham vao bat c thi gi trong
béng t6i, trong khi d6 lai chang tim thay thi gi dé chui sach né di duoc. Ma
sudt thoi gian do, téi con nghe thdy tiéng muc nhé tong tong xudng san.

“Gitra luc tuyét vong, toi mé ctra ra — bang ngén chan vi t6i khong
dam cham doi tay dinh mwc ctia minh 1én ctta — r6i di xuéng cau thang,
chui tay vao cai gié lau bép 10 va kiém duwgc mot it diém. Nhwng tat nhién,
dén luc nay thi bac Ruth da day, tra héi nao tai sao nao dong co la gi. Bac
ay lay nhim diém t6i cam, d6t cay nén cta bac ay roi theo t6i di 1én tang
trén. Oi, canh twong méi khang khiép 1am sao cht! Sao mot cai lo muc
bang da bé ti teo lai chita dwgc dén cd mot lit myc nhw thé chi¥? Nhin céi
dong 16n xon kia thi dé phai mat ca lit myc méi gay ra dugc.

“T6i cAm thdy minh chang khac gi mdt lao gia di dan Scotland, mot
toi kia di vé nha phat hién ra t6 am ctia minh da chdy thanh tro con toan thé
gia dinh da bi nguwdi da do 16t sach da dau, va ldo noéi, ‘Chuyén nay that nuc
cuwoi chang dé dau cho hét.” Khan trdi ban da hong; tham wét sting; tham
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chi dén ca gidy dan twong cling bi ban tung tée. Nhung nit hoang Alexandra
van mim cuwdi don hau trudce toan canh va Byron van tiép tuc hap hoi.

“Bac Ruth va t6i da phai mat ca tiéng dong ho hi hui véi mudi va
giam. Bac Ruth khong tin t6i khi to6i bao t6i ddy dé ghi chép lai mot cot
truyén. Bac ay chac muwdi muoi téi c6 dong co khac va day lai chi 1a mot
bang chitng nita cho tinh ranh manh kho lwdng cua t6i thoi. Bac dy con néi
mot vai diéu ma toi sé chang viét lai lam gi. Tat nhién, t6i xing dang bi
qugd trach vi toi khong day nap lo muyc; nhwng t6i khong dang phai chiu tat
ca nhitng diéu bac dy ndi. Dau vay, t6i van hét sitc ngoan ngoan chap nhan
hét. Mot phan 1a vi t6i da cau tha that; va mot phan 1a vi téi dang x6 doi
giay di trong nha. Mdt khi t6i dang xé do6i giay di trong nha thi ai mu6n 1én
mat day doi toi cling dwgc hét. R6i bac dy két thiic bang cau lan nay bac ay
sé tha thit cho t6i, nhung dirng c6 dé chuyén nay xdy ra lan nita.

“Perry da thang cudc thi chay mot dam trong giai thé thao ctua trvong
va phéa v& ky luc. Cau ay vénh vang qua thé vé chuyén dé va Ilse da noi
con thinh nd véi cau ay.”

“11 thang Mudi mot, 19...

“T6i qua bac Ruth bat gap t6i dung luc toi dang doc David
Copperfield va dang khéc nitc né vi thady Davy bi me xa lanh, chwa ké toi
dang am tham gian dit 6ng Murdstone. Bac ay ct nhat quyét doi biét tai sao
toi khac nhung dén khi t6i gidi thich thi bac dy lai khong tin.

“ ‘Khéc vi nhitng ngudi chang bao gid c6 that trén doi a!” bac Ruth
cua toi noi voi vé hoai nghi.

“ <Oi, nhung ho c6 that ddy chit a,” tdi n6i. ‘Ho ciing c6 that nhw chinh
bac théi, bac Ruth a. L& nao bac cho rang c6 Betsy Trotwood chi la twdng
twong?’
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“Toi ct dinh ninh c6 1& minh c6 thé c6 duwgc mon tra dich thuc khi t6i
Shrewsbury nhung bac Ruth lai bdo né khong tot cho sttc khoe. Vay nén toi
danh uéng nudc trang vi t6i sé khong udng tra sita nita dau. Cit lam nhuw t6i

»
!

con bé lam ay
“30 thang Muvoi mot,19...

“T6i nay anh Andrew da dén day. Hé to6i thit Sau nao t6i khéng vé
Trang Non la anh ta lai dén. Bac Ruth dé ching t6i ng6i n6i chuyén riéng
v&i nhau trong phong khach con bac ay ra ngoai tham du cudc hop ctia Hoi
Phu ni* Cttu trg. Andrew, von la mot nguwoi nha Murray, cé thé tin twdng
duoc.

“Khong phai t6i khong thich Andrew. Lam sao c6 thé khong thich mot
ngwoi vo hai nhu thé co chit. Anh ta thude kiéu nguwdi dang mén i té, vung
vé, hay néi va luon lam day 1én trong ta mot thoi thic mudn choc gheo ho.
R0i sau do ta sé thay an nan hoéi han béi vi ho that qua tot.

“T6i nay, nhan bac Ruth da di ra ngoai, t6i c6 gang tim hiéu xem minh
c6 thé thyc sy néi chuyén véi anh Andrew mot cach kiém 16i dén mitc nao
trong lic t6i mai theo dudi dong suy nghi cia ban than. T6i phat hién ra t6i
c6 thé bay t6 thai do than thién ma chang can phai dung dén nhiéu tir ngt,
‘Khong’, ‘Vang’, trong mét vai diém nhéan, c6 thé kém ma ciing cé thé
khong mot tiéng cudi nhe; ‘Em khong biét’, “That thé a?°, ‘Ai cha chd’,
‘Tuyét qua!’, dac biét la cau cubi cung. Andrew ct thao thao bat tuyét, va
khi anh ta ding lai 1dy hoi thi tdi sé chém vao cau “Tuyét qua’. Toi lam
nhw thé chinh xac mwdi mot 1an. Andrew thich thé. T6i biét né da mang lai
cho anh ta mGt cam giac phinh pho dé chiu rang anh ta that tuyét. Trong lic
dé toi dang song trong thé gigi mo wdc twdng twong huy hoang trang 1é bén
bo song Ai Cap gitta thoi Thotmes 1.

“Vay nén ca hai chung t6i déu vui vé. Toi suy nghi sau nay t6i sé thtr
lai 1an nita. Andrew kha ngoc nghéch nén con lau méi bat thép dwgc tro
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cua toi.

“Luc vé nha, bac Ruth hoi, ‘Cha, chdu va Andrew choi v6i nhau thé

nao?’

“Lan nao anh ban dén choi bac Ruth ciing hoi thé. To6i biét thira tai
sao. T6i biét r6 cai am muu nho nhé van dwgc nhitng nguwoi nha Murray
ngam ngam thau hiéu, mdc du t6i khong tin la sé c6 lic nao dé bat ky ai
trong bon ho néi thang né ra.

“ ‘Vui a,” toi n6i. ‘Anh Andrew dang c6 tién bo ddy a. T6i nay anh ay
da n6i mot cau chuyén kha tha vi, va anh ay khong can stt dung diéu b6 qua
nhiéu nhw thuwong 18.°

“T6i khong hiéu noi tai sao cit thinh thodng t6i lai n6i nang nhu thé
nay véi bac Ruth. Co 1€ sé t6t hon nhiéu cho t6i néu téi khong lam thé.
Nhung mot diéu gi do — téi khong biét c¢6 phai 1a mot diéu gi dé6 mang dac
diém Murray hay Starr hay Shipley hay Burnley hay chi don thuan la théi
ngoan co thoi — ¢t khién t6i bat ra nhitng cau néi do trudc khi t6i kip suy
ngam cho ky.

“ ‘Chac chan chau sé tim dwgc bau ban an y hon & thi tran
Stovepipe[1] ddy,” bac Ruth néi.”

[1] Thi trdn qué hvong caa Perry.
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EMILY TREN DAI CAU VONG

Lucy Maud Montgomery
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Chuong 8: Khong Pu Chirng Cw

Emily ti€c nudi roi khéi hiéu sach, noi mui sach cing mui tap chi méi
chang khac gi mot thit hwong thom ngot ngao doi véi c6, va voi va chay
xuong pho Prince 16ng gi6 lanh cam cam. Moi khi c6 co hoi, c6 déu 1én dén
hiéu sach tranh thti dam minh vao cac cudn tap chi vén qua dat do so véi
kha nang chi trd cta c6, ham hd tim hiéu xem ho xuat ban dang tac pham
nao, dac biét la tho. Cé nhiéu doan tho c6 chang thé nhin ra c6 chat gi dac
sac hon so véi mot s6 doan tho do chinh c6 sang tac, dy vay nhung cac nha
bién tap van déu dan gwi trd tdc pham cda c6. Emily da dung kha kha s6
con tem My mua bang dong do la cua bac Jimmy dé trda cho phong thw
phan hoéi nhitng tdc pham non ndét cia c6, von chi dwgc dinh kém 16i an i
lanh lung vi da loai bo cac bai viét. Bai Tiéng ca cwoi cia c6 da bi tra lai
sau lan, nhung Emily van chwa hoan toan mat niém tin. Chinh budi sang
do, co vira lai tha n6 vao thung thuw & hiéu sach.

“Lan tht bdy may man sé t6i,” co tham nhu trong lic quay xuéng pho
di dén nha tro cta Ilse. Lic mwoi mot gio c6 sé co6 bai kiém tra tiéng Anh
va cO muon li€c qua bai vé ghi chép cua Ilse trude khi vao thi. Cac hoc sinh
nam nhat da sap hoan thanh cac bai thi cu6i ky, von dwoc t6 chitc theo dot
va bat dau khi cac phong hoc déu vang bong hoc sinh nam hai nam ba —
mot chuyén luén khién cho ddm hoc sinh nam thi¢ nhét gian di¥ dén phat
dién. Emily cdm thdy khéa chac chén la c6 bé sé gianh dwgc mot cai ghim
cai ngoi sao. Cac mon hoc danh do c6 nhiéu nhat déu da thi xong va co
khong tin minh sé dinh phdi mot mén nao dwéi tdim muoi diém. Hom nay la
mon tiéng Anh, va gan nhu chac chan co6 sé dat trén chin muoi diém. Chi
con lai doc mon lich s, von 1la mén hoc wa thich cua ¢6. Tat cd moi ngwoi
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déu ky vong c0 sé gianh dugc cai ghim cai ngoi sao. Bac Jimmy phan khich
dén do chang théd noi, con chi Dean vo cung tin twdng vao thanh cong cta
co bé nén da gui 16i chic mung s6m tw trén dinh mot kim tw thap. Thu caa
chu vra tGi hom trude, kem theo mot goi qua Giang sinh.

“Ta gwri tang chau chiéc vong c6 nho bang vang dwoc 1dy tir xac wdp
mot nang cong chda qua c6 cuda triéu vua thit mudi chin,” 6ng Dean viét.
“Tén co 4y la Mena va theo nhitng gi dugc viét trén van bia thi c6 ay la
ngwoi vo cung ‘hién thuc’. Bai vay ta nghi ¢6 ay han sé gap moi chuyén
subn sé trong Sanh Phan xét[1] va cac bi than c6 xwa dang sg han déu mim
cuoi bao dung vGi c6 dy. Mén bua ho mang bé nhé nay da nam trén 16ng
nguc can kiét sitc séng cia co ay qua hang ngan nam r6i. Ta gwi tang chau
moén qua chat chita biét bao thé ky yéu thwong. Cé 1€ n6 han phai la mot
mén qua tinh yéu. Liéu con c6 thé gan cho né cai ly do nao khac khong kho
né da yén nghi trén trai tim co ay suot chirng dé thoi gian? Chac han chinh
co ay da chon n6. Néu la nguwdi khac chon thi thé nao nguwoi ta cling sé dat
mot thit 1ong lay hon 1én c6 con gai mot vi vua.”

[1] Theo quan niém cua nguwdi Ai Cap co dai, sau khi chét, moi nguoi
déu phai di qua Sanh Maat hay Sanh Phan xét. Khi ho vao dén day, than
Anubis sé mac trai tim ho ra va can né v6i mot sgi 1ong vii cua nit than
Maat. Néu trai tim nhe hon sgi 16ng thi d6 la mot linh hén tét va nguoc lai.

Moén nit trang nhé bé khiém tén dy da mé hodc Emily bdi nét quyén rii
va s bi an ctia né, tuy nhién, c6 gan nhw sg né. Lic vong né quanh can c6
trang ngan manh dé ctia minh, Emily khong tranh khéi mot thodng rung
minh ma quai va ban khoan mai trong long vé ngudi con gai hoang gia
tirng deo chiéc vong nay tir thoi hoang kim ctia mot dé qudc da chét. Lich
st cta no la gi, bi mat nao n6 dang chat chita?

Lé dwong nhién, ba Ruth khong tan thanh chuyén nay. Can c6 gi
Emily lai nhan qua Giang sinh tv Lwng Binh Priest chit?

https://thuviensach.vn



“ft ra, néu muén gri qua cho chau thi anh ta ciing nén gui tht gi do
ma&i mé chi,” ba néi.

“MG6t mon qua ky niém vé Cairo dwgc san xuat tai Ptrc chang han,”
Emily nghiém tuic goi y.

“Pai loai thé,” ba Ruth tan thanh khéng chit nghi ngd. “Anh trai ba
Ayers da mang tr Ai Cap vé cho ba &y mot cai chan gidy rat dep lam bang
thdy tinh vién vang, bén trong con c6 mdt bitc tranh hinh nhan sw. Cai mén
d6 mon vet kia trong c6 vé ré tién lam thi phai.”

“Ré tien! Bac Ruth, liéu bac c6 nhan ra cai vong ¢6 nay von dugc lam
thu cong va da dwgc mot nang cong chua Ai Cap deo tw trvdc ca thoi
Moses khong?”

“Ai cha, néu chdu mu6n tin vao nhitng cau chuyén than tién ctia Lung
Binh Priest thi ¢t viéc,” bac Ruth néi, vé thich thd. “Néu ta ma la chau,
Em’ly a, ta sé khong deo no trudc mdt moi ngwoi dau. Nguwoi nha Murray
khong bao gid deo do nit trang xoang xinh. T6i nay chau khong dinh deo
né day chi, nhéc?”

“Téat nhién la cé chit a. Lan gan day nhat né dugc ngwdi ta mang trén
ngwoi cé 1€ 1a tai triéu dinh Pharaoh trong thoi ky dan ap. Gid, no sé tdi
buoi 1é khiéu vii trén giay di tuyét cua Kit Barrett. Dung la khac biét mot
troi mot vie! Chau hy vong téi nay hon ma céng chtia Mena sé khong am
chau. C6 ay c6 khi sé titc gian vi sy pham thuwgng ctia chau, ai ma biét
dwgc? Nhung c6é phéi chau la nguwdi vo vét mon ctia ¢6 ay dau, va néu
khong phéi chéau thi r6i cling c6 nguwoi khac s hitu moén nay thoéi, mot
ngwoi nao dé co 1é sé chang mdy may nghi dén nang cong chtia nhé dé.
Chau dam chac c6 dy tha thay sgi day chuyén toéa sang &m ap trén co cua
chau con hon la ¢ trong mot vién bao tang sau tham dé cho hang ngan cap
mat t0 ma v6 cdm nhin cham cham. C6 dy la nguwdi ‘hién thuc’, chi Dean
da noi thé, co6 dy sé khong thdy mién cudng khi cho phép chau sé hitu soi
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day chuyén xinh dep cua c6 dy. Thua céng chia Ai Cap, nguwdi ma ca
vrrong quoc da tubn trao trén cat sa mac giong nhw regu vang bi do tran, t6i
xin chao mirng ngudi di ngang qua khu vie tham thoi gian.”

Emily cti rap ngwdi va vay tay xuéng triedc nhitng vién canh vé hang
bao nhiéu thé ky da chét.

“Thit ngdn ngt khoa trwong nhw thé that ngu ngoc qua ddy,” ba Ruth
khit miii.

“0, cau cudi cung dé gan nhuw dwgc trich dan toan bo tir bitc thy caa
chi Dean day a,” Emily thang than noi.

“Nghe cling giong giong anh ta lam,” la 16i tan thanh khinh khinh cta
ba Ruth. “Cha, ta nghi cai vong Venice ctia chdu con hon chan céi thit do
sac mui ngoai dao kia day. Nay, nhé dirng c6 & lai tré qua day, Em’ly. Nh&
bdo Andrew dwa chau vé nha tredc mudi hai gio nhé.”

Emily sé di cuing Andrew dén bu6i khiéu vii cia Kitty Barrett — mot
ddc quyén dugc ban cho mot cach kha khoan dung vi Andrew nam trong s6
nhitng ngwdi dwge chon. Cho du mai dén tdn mot gio c6 bé mdi vé nha thi
ba Ruth ciing sé bo qua théi. Nhwng néu lam vay, Emily cé nguy co sé ga
gat subt ca ngay, nhat la khi hai t6i vira r6i c6 bé da thic rat khuya dé hoc
bai. Trong thoi gian thi c, ba Ruth da budng léng cac quy dinh khat khe
cta minh va cho phép tang thém kha kha lwgng nén. T6i khong biét va
cling chang thé ghi chép lai ba ay sé noi gi néu biét Emily da tdn dung mot
phan anh sang nén dwoc cdp thém 4y dé viét mot bai tho vé nhitng cai
bong. Nhung chang c6 gi dé nghi ngd chuyén ba sé coi n6 la mot bang
chitng b6 sung cho tinh ranh manh. Co6 1€ hanh déng d6 ding la ranh manh
that. Mong cac ban nhé cho, t6i chi la ngwoi viét tiéu st cho Emily chit
khong phdi nguoi bién ho cta co bé.
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Emily gap Evelyn Blake & phong Ilse va du khong 10 r6 ra mat nhung
Evelyn Blake vo ctung khé chiu trong long bdi vi c6 ta khong duwgc maoi dén
bubi khiéu vii trén giay trugt trong khi Emily Starr lai dugec moi. Vay la
Evelyn, dang ng6i bén chiéc ban cta Ilse va du dwa cai mu ban chan cao
boc lya trréc mat cac co gai khong co tat lua, chi chye chd bung n6é con
cau gat cia minh.

“Té mung la cau da dén, ban than mén dang tin cdy a,” Ilse rén ri.
“Evelyn da nhi€c moéc tir su6t ca sang nay roi. Co 1€ gio co ta sé quay sang
cau ma tha cho té¢ mot luc.”

“To6i vira bdo c6 ay la phai hoc cach kiém ché tinh néng nay di,”
Evelyn n6i vdi vé ta day chac chan ding. “Cau khong dong y vdi t6i sao,
tiéu thw Starr?”

“Cau co chuyen gi vay, llse?” Emily hoi.

“Qi, sdng nay t& vira cai nhau mot tran ra tro v6i ba Adamson. Khong
soém thi mudn r6i chuyén nay ciing chang tranh dwgc dau ma. Té cuw x@
ngoan ngoan qua lau réi nén ca mot déng tat xau da chat thanh ndi trong t&
r6i day nay. Mary biét thé ma, ding khéng Mary? Mary tin chac 1a roi sé c6
ngay no6 bung no théi. Ba Adamson da khoi mao bang cach hédi may cau ro
la khé chiu. Bac dy lic nao chang lam thé, ding khong Mary? Sau do6 thi ba
ay bat dau nhi€c moc, va r6i cudi cung thi gao 1én. Dén lic do thi td tat vao
madt ba ay.”

“Cau thay chua,” Evelyn noi, day tham y.

“Té chang thé dirng lai dwoc,” Ilse toét miéng cuwdi. “Té co thé chiu
dung thai do phi ly va 16i nhi€éc mo6c caa ba dy, nhung dén khi ba ay bat dau
kéu 1én... ctt lic nao kéu gao la ba dy xau xi khong chiu dugc; vay day, thé
la té tat ba ay thoi.”
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“C6 1é sau d6 d6 cau cam thay dé chiu hon nhiéu,” Emily néi, quyét
tam khong dé 16 bat ky dau hiéu khong tan thanh nao truéc mat Evelyn.

Ilse cuwoi pha lén.

“Co6 chit, ban dau thi vay. Du sao di nita n6 ciing lam ba 4y thoi la hét.
Nhwng sau dé thi khong tranh khéi cam thay c6 16i; nhing c6 1€ néu trong
treong hgp nay néu xay ra lan nita thi td sé van lam thé thoi. Néu Mary day
ma khong qua tr té dén thé thi té da chang dén no6i xau xa bang mot nita
vay. Tham chi t& con phéi can bang chat it &y chit. Mary von ngoan ngoan,
nhtin nhwong va ba Adamson dé dang ap dao cau dy. Cau phai nghe ba ay
mang nhiéc Mary néu 16 Mary c6 tuan nao di choi qua mot toi co.”

“Ba ay dung day,” Evelyn n6i. “T6t hon hét cau nén di choi it théi.
Cau dang bi nhac nhd ro6i day, Ilse.”

“Du sao di nita, chang phdi t6i qua cau ciling ra ngoai choi day sao,
ban than mén?” Ilse hoi kém theo nu cwoi toe toét xau xa.

Evelyn dé hét cd mat va im lang kiéu ky. Emily cam dau vao cuén vé&
con Mary va Ilse bo ra ngoai. Emily chi mong sao Evelyn cling di luon di
cho xong. Nhung Evelyn khong c6 y dinh bo di ché khac.

“Sao cau khong chi bao dé Ilse cu xt cho phai phép ha?” c6 ra m& 16i
vOi cung cach than mat dang ghét.

“To6i chang c6 quyén gi véi Ilse cd,” Emily lanh nhat néi. “Thém nita,
toi khong nghi cau dy cw xt ¢6 gi khong phai.”

“Qi, co gai than mén; nay, chinh cau ciing nghe thay ban dy bao ban ay
da tat ba Adamson r6i day.”

“Ba Adamson can phai dwgc doi x nhuw thé. Ba ay la nguwoi dang
ghét; lic nao cling gao lén trong khi chang c6 chuyén gi khién ba dy phai
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gao 1én nhw thé. That chang thé nao byc minh hon duwgc niva.”

“Thé day, chiéu qua Ilse lai tron gio tiéng Phap dé di cung Ronnie
Gibson 1én thvgng nguon song. Néu ctt lam thé qua thwong xuyén thi thé
nao cau ay cting bi bat qua tang cho xem.”

“Ilse rat duwgc long canh con trai ma,” Emily néi, biét qua ré6 Evelyn
muon gi.

“Cau ay dugc long nham doi twgng roi,” gio thi Evelyn lai gié giong
ké cda, dwa vao tric giac ma y thitc dwge rang Emily Starr ghét bi nguai
khac t6 vé bé trén. “Cau ay ldc nao cling c6 cad mot dam con trai 16 dai theo
dudi; cau dé y ma xem, canh con trai ti¥ té€ c6 thém ban tam dén cau ay

2

dau.

“Ronnie Gibson ttr té thé con gi?”

“Thé cau noi gi vé Marshall Orde nao?”

“Ilse chang dinh dang gi dén Marshall Orde hét.”

“0, khéng dinh dang 4y a! Cau ay danh xe di choi véi cau ta dén tan
muoi hai gio dém thit Ba vira roi ddy, ma ltic dén thué ngwa ¢ chuong ngwa
thi cau ta da say khuét roi.”

“T6i khong tin 161 nao cau noéi hét! Ilse khong bao gio di xe ngwa véi
Marshall Orde.” M6i Emily trang béch vi phan no.

“To6i da nghe mot ngwdi nhin thay bon ho ké lai day. Gio & dau nguoi
ta cling dang ban tan vé Ilse kia. C6 1& cau khong c6 quyén uy gi vdi cau ay
nhung chac chan cau ciling c6 chit anh hwéng nao dé chi¢. Tuy nhién, chinh
cau nhiéu khi ciing lam nhitng chuyén ngu ngdc con gi, ding khong? Cé
thé 1a chang c6 tinh gdy hai gi. Chang han nhw cai lan cau chang mac ti
quan 4o nao ma di tdm trén bai cat & lang Ho6 Blair ay? Ca truong chang ai
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lai khong biét chuyén do. To6i da nghe anh trai cia Marsh cwoi cgt béu riéu
chuyén ay day. Nay, hanh dong d6 chang ngu ngdc a, ban than mén?”

Emily dé birng mat vi gian di va xau ho; tuy nhién ly do chinh la do
Evelyn Blake coi la ban — than — mén. Budi di tam dudi anh trang dep dé ay
— hét thdy moi ngudi da bién n6 thanh mot thit bang bo dén thé nao kia
chit! Co sé khong tro chuyén vé né vdi Evelyn; tham chi co6 sé chang thém
noéi vdi Evelyn rang ho van mac vay 16t. Civ dé mac c6 ta muon nghi gi thi
nghi.

“C6 mot so0 chuyén t6i khong nghi 1a cau hiéu ré van de, tiéu thw
Blake a,” c6 bé ndi, véi giong diéu nhuém mau cham biém di kem véi kiéu
thai do dé khién cho nhitng tir von rat binh thwong dwong nhw cling thanh
ra ham chita nhiéu tham y khong thé dién dat bang 10i.

“0, ching phai cau nidm trong s6 nhitng Nguodi Pugc Chon sao?”
Evelyn bat ra mot tiéng cuwoi khe khé day ac y.

“Pung vay,” Emily binh tinh dap, nhat dinh khong chiu roi mat khoi
cuén vo.

“Dao 06i, dirng tic toi qud, ban than mén. T6i néi thé chi vi cdm thiy
that dang tiéc khi Ilse t6i nghiép cit dam dau vao nham cho su6t. T6i cling
mén cau dy day chi, co gai toi nghiép. Va t6i chi mong sao cau ay giam bat
niém yéu thich cdc mau sac sdc s¢ di. Cai vay da hoi mau do twoi cau ay
madc tai budi hoa nhac cia 16p nam nhat dy... that tinh, cau biét ddy, n6 ky
di qua.”

“T6i lai thdy cdu giong nhw mot bong hué vang cao rao trong 16p vo
do twoi roi roi,” Emily nai.

“Cau dang la mot nguwdi ban trung thanh, ban than mén a. Khong biét
liéu Ilse c6 san long bao vé cau nhu thé nay khong. Cha, c6 1€ to6i phai dé
yén cho cdu hoc bai théi. Cau c6 bai thi tiéng Anh lic mwoi gio, ding
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khong nhi? Thay Scoville sé t6i coi thi day; thay Travers bi 6m ma. Cau
khong thay toc thay Scoville dep lam sao? Nhan néi vé toc, ban than mén,
sao cau khong tha téc xudng hai bén dé che hét doi tai di; dai khai la qua
cai dau nhon ay? C6 1€ nhw thé trong cau sé dé coi hon nhiéu day.”

Emily quyén dinh néu Evelyn Blake ma goi c6 la “ban than mén”
thém lan nita thi c6 sé twong thang cai lo myc vao c6 ta. Tai sao co ta
khong di di dé yén cho c6 hoc bai chi?

Evelyn van con mot quan bai khac.

“Cau ban non nét nguwdi Stovepipe clia cac cau da gwri bai cé dang trén
Bit 16ng ddy. Cau ta gitri mot bai tho yéu nwdc. Tom da dwa né cho t6i xem.
Pén chét vi cwdi mat. Pac biét co6 mot cau rat hay ho; ‘Canada, nhw nang
trinh ni¥, chao don nhitng di¥a con tré vé.” Lé ra cdu nén nghe Tom ra 1én
nhw thé nao.”

Emily khé long ngan n6i nu cuwdi tham, mdc du c6 byc minh kinh
khuing v&i Perry vi cau lai ty di bién minh thanh muc tiéu nhw thé. Tai sao
cau khong thé y thitc dwgc gidi han ctia minh va hiéu rang swon nui
Parnassus[2] khong phai noi danh cho cau?

[2] Theo than thoai Hy Lap, ngon nui nay la nha cta cac nang tho
Muse.

“T6i ct twdng bién tap vién cua But 1ong dau c6 quyén cho nguoi
ngoai xem cac bai viét bi loai ctia cong tac vién,” co lanh lung noi.

“Tom dau c6 xem t6i la nguwdi ngoai. Va that ra né qua hay dé cw gitr
rit day. Cha, c6 1é t6i chay xuéng hiéu sach day.”

Emily thd phao nhe nhom khi Evelyn di ra ngoai. Co ta vwa di thi Ilse
quay lai.
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“Evelyn di r6i ha? Sang nay co6 ta dén la dé thwong. T khong hiéu noi
Mary thdy gi hay ho & c6 ta chit. Mdac du khéng phai kiéu ngudi thu vi
nhung Mary cling kha t té.”

“Ilse,” Emily nghiém nghi néi. “Tuan vira r6i cau da ngoi xe ngwa di
choi t6i v6i Marsh Orde a?”

Ilse nhin cham cham c6 ban.

“Khong, co gai than mén chét tiét a. TG c6 thé doan dugc cau da nghe
cau chuyén bia dat do tir dau. Té khong biét co gai do 1a ai.”

“Nhung cau da trén budi tiéng Phap di 1én thwong nguon song véi
Ronnie Gibson?”

“Peccavi.”
“Ilse... 1é ra cau khong nén... that su...”

“Nay, dirng c6 choc titc té, Emily!” Ilse néi cut ltn. “Cau bat dau tré
nén thién can thai qua roi day... phai lam gi dé dé chita tri cho cau trudc
khi théi dé bién thanh thdm can c6 dé méi dugc. TG ghét sw go bo. T di
day; t& muon tat qua hiéu sach truwdc khi tdi treong.”

Ilse dan doi vo sach va lai ro6i tat td bo di. Emily ngap dai va ty nha
long thé 1a c6 da thong to bai vé ghi chép hét r6i. Van con nira tiéng dong
h6 nita m@i dén gid co phai téi truong. Co khi cd c ngad lung lén givong
Ilse mdt chéc vay.

Dudng nhw, méi chi phit treede phtit sau thoi khi c6 ngbi day, that kinh
nhin cham cham chiéc dong ho cia Mery Carswell. Muoi mot gio kém
nam; chi con nam phiit cho c6 bé bang qua nita ddm phé dé ng6i vao ban
thi. Emily quang quang doi mii mac 4o khodac, v@ voi mdy cudn vé roi lao
di. Bén khi c6 bé téi dugc treong trung hoc thi sém chat da diet hét ca hoi,
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trong long day 1én cam giac khé chiu khi y thitc dwgc moi nguwdi déu nhin
co6 bang anh mat ky quai khi c6 bang bang lao qua phé x4, treo 4o khoac lén
gia ma chang buon danh mat qua cai guwong, va voi va chay vao trong 16p.

Ca phong hoc sttng s6t nhin chong choc, choé ndy cho kia vang tiéng
cuwoi khiuc khich. Thay Scoville, dang ngwdi dong dong thanh lich, dang
phét gidy thi cho hoc trd. Ong dit mot to gidy xudng truéc mit Emily va
nghiém nghi hoi,

“Tro c6 soi guwong truede khi dén 16p khong vay, tiéu thw Starr?”

“Khong a,” Emily buc boi dap, cdm gidc dwgc dang c6 mot sy nham
lan khing khiép nao do.

“Co... lé... néu... ta... la... tro... thi... gio... ta... sé... nhin tht...
xem sao ddy.” Thay Scoville c6 vé kho khan lam md&i cat n6i nén 10i.

Emily ditng day quay tré lai phong thay do nit. Co bé gdp thay hiéu
tredng Hardy trén sanh va hiéu treéng Hardy nhin c6 cham cham. Tai sao
hiéu trwédng Hardy lai nhin cham cham... tai sao cac hoc sinh nam nhat lai
pha lén cwdi... ngay khi doi dién véi tam guong soi trong phong thay do,
Emily da hiéu.

Mot bo rau den tinh té nam vat ngang mdi trén va hai bén ma co; mot
bo rau den si kiéu cach, hai dau xoan tit. Emily mat mot ldc c ha hoc
miéng kinh hoang that than nhin chdm cham hinh anh phan chiéu cda
minh... tai sao... chuyén gi... ai da lam thé nay?

Co bé gian dit quay ngoat lai. Evelyn Blake vira buéc vao phong.
“Cau... cau da lam chuyén nay!” Emily hon hén néi.

Evelyn nhin chong choc mot Idc... réi bat cwoi rii rugi.
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“Emily Starr! Trong cau kinh qua di mat. No6i tht coi, cau da vao 16p
vdi cdi do trén mat day a?”

Emily siét chat nam tay.
“Cau da lam chuyén nay,” c6 nhac lai.
Evelyn kiéu ky dirng thang day.

“That tinh, tiéu thw Starr a, rat mong cau dirng cé nghi rang t6i sé ha
minh lam cai tro hé nhw vay. Theo t6i doan, co ban Ilse quy hoa ctia cau
cho rang co ta da choi cho cdu mot vo ra tro; ¢o ta cit khiic kha khic khich
mai luc budc vao 16p vai phut truge.”

“Ilse khong bao gio lam chuyén nay,” Emily kéu 1én.
Evelyn nhun vai.

“Toi sé lau n6 sach sé di da roi sau d6 mdi tim hiéu xem ai 1a tha
pham,” c0 ta nhan mat lai noi trong lic budc ra ngoai.

Emily, cd ngudi run l1én ban bat vira vi gian ditr xau ho vira vi mét noi
nhuc nha manh liét trvéc nay chua tirng trdi qua bao gio, ben lau sach bo
rau dinh trén mat.

Thoat dau, c6 chi mudn vé nha; cd khong thé doi dién thém lan nita
v6i phong hoc day hoc sinh nam nhat. R6i c¢6 nghién rang quay lai, van
ngang cao mai dau téc den nhanh budc doc 16i di gitta 16p dé quay vé ban.
Mat c6 doé bung bung con trong long cling dang rung ruc ltra. Trong goc
16p, c6 nhin thdy mai t6c vang cta Ilse dang cti xuong t¢ gidy. Nhitng hoc
sinh khac nguwdi cwdi mim nguwdi khic khich. Thay Scoville nghiém trang
dén buc minh.

Emily cam bt 1én nhuwng ban tay run ban bat trén trang gidy.
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Gia nhw ngay lic d6 c6 c6 thé oa 1én khoc cho théa long thi han noi
xau hd va con gian dir da tim dwoc mot 16i thoat hiém. Nhung khong thé
lam thé dugc. Co sé khong khéc. Co sé khong dé ho nhin thay cai vic tham
hé nhuc sau hun hit cta c6. Gia nhw Emily c6 thé cuwdi xoa ma bé qua cho
cai tro dua ac do6 thi han c6 da thdy dé chiu hon nhiéu. La Emily, va la
nguwoi mang trong minh dong mau Murray kiéu hanh, c6 khéng thé. Tham
sau trong tam hon nong nhiét, c6 vo6 cung phan uat tredc sy si nhuc nay.

Con vé bai thi tiéng Anh thi c6 1€ c6 nén vé nha di cho roi. Co6 da mat
san hai muoi phit. Phai thém muwdoi phit nita ¢6 méi c6 thé virng tay du dé
viét duge. Co khong tai nao diéu khién dwgc tam tri minh. Bai thi kha héc
bta, theo ding phong cach ra dé cta thay Travers. Pau 6c cd6 dwong nhw
chi l1a m6t mé y nghi chen chiic r6i nhw bong bong quay cuéng quanh cai
diém c0 dinh la noi xau ho giay vo tam can kia. Ngay khi dem nop bai thi
va roi khéi 16p hoc, ¢6 da biét minh danh mat ng6i sao kia mat roi. Bai thi
dé cung lam chi du diém qua. Nhung gitta Idc cdm xuc dang quay cudng
hon loan, c6 chang buén quan tam. C6 v6i va tr@ vé can phong thiéu than
thién & nha, ta on troi vi ba Ruth da di vang, va quang minh lén giwong nitc
nd. Co6 cam thay dau dén nhitc nhéi, cdm thdy nhw bi danh dap, ca nguoi
bam dap; va bén dudi hét thay nhitng noi dau dé, nhen nhém mot méi nghi
ngo khing khiép day dan vat.

Co6 phai Ilse la tha pham khong; khong, ban 4y khong lam thé dau; ban
ay khong thé lam thé. Vay thi ai? Mary? Thé thi phi ly qua. Han phdi la
Evelyn da quay lai va gi& cdi tro dua doc ac dy dé tra thu. Nhung co6 ta da
pht nhan 161 budc t6i, vdi vé phan nd xem chirng do thady minh bi si nhuc,
va d6i mat c6 ta c6 1€ toat 1én vé vo toi manh liét. Ilse da noi gi nhi - “Cau
bat dau tré nén thién can thai qua roi day... phai lam gi d6 dé chita tri cho
cau trwdc khi théi doé thanh tham can c6 dé méi dwgce.” Co phai Ilse da
dung cach thirc ghé tdm nay dé chira tri cho c6 khong?
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“Khong... khong... khéng.!” Emily tip mat vao gbi dién cudng nic
nd. Nhung noi nghi ngo van bam riét.

Ba Ruth thi chdang nghi véi ngo gi hét. Ba Ruth dang di tham ba ban
Ball, va ba ban Ball dé lai c6 mot c6 con gai hoc 16p nam nhat. Khi vé nha,
Anita Ball da ké lai cau chuyén von dugc dem ra lam tro cwoi trong tat ca
cac 16p nam nhat, nam hai va nam ba, va Anita Ball cho biét Evelyn Blake
da tuyén bo chinh Ilse Burnley la tac gid cia hanh dong do.

“Vay day,” ba Ruth xong vao phong Emily ngay khi tr& vé nha, “ta
nghe néi hom nay Ilse Burnley da trang diém dep dé cho chau lam. Hy
vong dén gio thi chau da nhan ra n6 la ngwdi thé nao roi.”

“Ilse khong lam chuyén do,” Emily noi.
“Chau da héi n6 chwa?”
“Chua a. Chau sé khong si nhuc ban ay bang mot cau héi nhu thé.”

“Cha, ta tin chac chinh n6 da gay ra chuyén d6. Va né dirng hong dén
day thém lan nao nita. Chau hiéu cho ro day nhé.”

“Bac Ruth...”

“Chéu nghe ta n6i roi day. Em’ly. Ilse Burnley khong phu hgp lam ban
v6i chau dau. Dao gan day ta da nghe qua nhiéu cau chuyén vé con bé dy
r6i. Nhung chuyén nay thi khéng thé tha thit dugce.”

“Bac Ruth, néu chau héi Ilse liéu c6 phdi ban dy da lam chuyén nay
khong va ban ay bao khong thi 1& nao bac cling khong tin ban ay uv?”

“Khong, ta chang tin bat ky dita con nao duwgc nudi duong theo kiéu
cta Ilse Burnley. Ta tin chac chuyén gi n6 cling dam lam, diéu gi né ciing
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dam néi. Biing c6 dé ta nhin thdy con bé ay xuat hién & nha ta lan nao
ntta.”

Emily ding ddy, c6 gang 16t td vé Murray trén khuan mat da méo di vi
khoc.

“Tat nhién roi, bac Ruth,” c6 1é lanh ling ndi. “Chau sé khong dwa Ilse
vé day néu ban ay khong dugc chao don. Nhung chau sé tGi tham ban ay.
Va néu bac cdm chau... chéu sé... chau sé quay vé Trang Non. Gi0, chau
dang cam thdy minh c6 di dau ciing chang quan trong. Chi c6 diéu... chau
sé khong dé Evelyn Blake dudi chau di dau.”

Ba Ruth biét thtra & trang trai Trang Non, moi ngudi sé khong doi nao
tan thanh chuyén chia tach hoan toan Emily va Ilse. Du sao di nita, ho van
qua than thiét v4i 6ng bac si. Ba Duttton trudc nay van chang wa gi bac si
Burnley. Ba bugc phai théa man véi cai cd gitt cho Ilse tranh xa khoi nha
ba, mot diéu ba von da tir 1du mong moi. Khong phéi vi cdm théng gi véi
Emily ma ba Ruth byc titc trede sw vu nay nhw thé, ma thai d6 do chi don
thudn xudt phat tir noi gian dit khi thay mot ngwdi nha Murray bi bién thanh
tro cuoi.

“Ta ctt twong chau chan ngdy chang muoén gap Ilse nita r6i chit. Vé
phan Evelyn Blake, ddy la mot dita con gai qua khon ngoan va nhay cam dé
c6 thé choi céi trdo ngu ngoc nhu thé. Ta biét gia dinh Blake. D6 1a mdot gia
dinh wu ta va cha cua Evelyn ciing thudc hang kha gia. Nay, dirng c6 khoc
nita. Mat mii chdu nom xinh qua thé. Khéc l6c thi c6 nghia 1y gi co chii?”

“Chang c6 nghia ly gi ca,” Emily 0 rii tan thanh, “chi c6 diéu chau
chang thé ding dugce. Chau khong thé chiu dyng noi khi bi bién thanh tro
cuoi. Chau c6 thé cam chiu hét thdy moi chuyén, chi riéng diéu nay thi
khong. Oi, bac Ruth o1, xin bac hiy d& mic chau mot minh. Chau chéng thé
nuot n6i mén gi dau.”
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“Co ti chuyén ciing khién chau kich dong thai qua — ding kiéu nguoi
nha Starr. Nguwoi nha Murray chiing ta luén che dau cam xtc ctia minh.”

“Chau chang tin la ho hang nha bac lai cé chuyén gi dé ma che gidu...
mot vai ngudi trong dong ho bac,” Emily tham phan béc.

“Sau chuyén nay thi tranh xa Ilse Burnley ra nhé, roi thi chau sé chang
c6 may nguy co bi mat mat tredc ban dan thién ha dau,” ba Ruth khuyén
nhu trudce khi ra ngoai.

Ngay hom sau, qua mot dém thao thirc — lic nao cling canh canh trong
long cai cam giac néu khong thé day cai tran cach xa mat minh ra thi chac
chdn c6 sé chét ngat mat; Emily dén gdp Ilse va mién cwdng truyén dat lai
10i ba Ruth da ndi. Ilse dung dung n6i gian; nhung Emily dau dén nhan
thdy c6 ban khong kién quyét xac nhan sy vo t0i trudc tro dua vé voi do.

“Ilse, cau... cau khong lam chuyén d6 that day ch?” c6 bé ngap
ngtrng hadi. Co biét Ilse khong lam thé - ¢ chac chan vé diéu dé — nhung co
van muon nghe c6 ban khang dinh lai. Bat ngd thay, khuon mat Ilse bat
chot do tng lén.

“T6i t& ngai, con chd nay, la chi ma lam dwoc diéu qua thé nhw
vay?”[3] co6 bé hoi, c6 phan boi réi. Thai do boi réi thé nay that khac mot
troi mot vure so vai co bé Ilse thang than, vo tuw thuong ngay. Co quay mat
sang cho khac va bat dau luc loi cap sach mot cach vo muc dich. “Cau
khong nghi 1a té lai di lam mot chuyén kiéu nhw thé véi cau day chu,
Emily?”

[3] Trich Sach cac vua, Kinh Thanh.

“Khong, tat nhién la khong,” Emily cham rai n6i. Chu dé nay ding lai
& d6. Nhung tham siu trong tam tri Emily, mdt m6i ho nghi mo hé da chui
ra khoi noi an ap ma 16 ro hinh hai. Tuy nhién, c6 van khong tin nai Ilse lai
c6 thé lam mot chuyén nhw thé; va dén ltic sau lai con n6i doi vé chuyén do
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nita. Nhung tai sao ban ay lai boi r6i va then thung dén thé? Chang phai
néu vo tdi thi nhw binh thwong Ilse han da 1am am hét ca lén, khong kiéng
né gi ma thang thirng nhi€c méc Emily vi moi ngd vuc chang cé can ci xac
thuc nao, va thong thwong sé truy dudi dé tai nay cho t6i tan khi toan bo
noc doc da bi rut can?

Khong ai da dong dén chuyén nay lan nita. Nhung cai bong ctia né thi
van & do, va xét & chitng muc nao do, da pha huy ky nghi Giang sinh &
Trang Non.

Nhin bé ngoai, hai c6 gai van than thiét nhw tir xwwa dén nay, nhung
Emily y thitc dwgc mot cach sau sac da c6 mot ké nit bat ngd xudt hién
gilta ca hai. Cho du c6 c6 no6 luc dén dau thi cling chang thé han gan dugc
khe h& d6. N6 lai cang bi khoét sau hon khi Ilse dwdng nhw chang mdy may
nhan ra bat ky sy chia ré nao nhw thé. Lé nao moéi quan tdm Ilse danh cho
tinh ban gitta hai nguwoi van chang da do dé c6 bé cam nhan dugc bau
khong khi lanh lung da bao trim 1én n6? L& nao c6 c6 thé hoi hot va ditng
dung dén do khong nhan thitc duge n6? Emily G € ngam nghi lai mai va
cang lic dau 6c cang thiéu lanh manh. M6t thi nhw thé - mot thit map mo
nhiém ddc lan tron trong bong tdi chang bao gid dam 16 dién — ludn 6 stic
tan pha doi vdi tinh cach néng nhiét nhay cdm cta c6. Chang cudc cai va
thang than nao véi Ilse c6 thé tac dong dén c6 bé theo cach nay; c6 da tranh
cai vai Ilse khong biét bao nhiéu lan va roi ngay sau doé lai lam hoa lu6n,
chang veong van cay dang, chang con anh mat ngan ngai nao. Chuyén nay
thi lai khac han. Emily cang nghién ngam, n6 lai cang tré nén gém guoc
hon. C6 khong hé vui vé, ci¥ bon cha bon chén va tam hén nhw dé tan dau
dau. Ba Laura va 6ng Jimmy nhan thay thé nhung lai c dinh ninh c6 bé
dang that vong vi cai ghim ngbi sao. Co da néi véi ho co tin chac minh sé
khong dat dugc thanh tich d6. Nhung Emily da thoi lo nghi dén cai ghim
cai ngoi sao tir 1au roi.
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Tat nhién, c6 bé mat mot thoi gian sau ndo khi quay trd lai truong
trung hoc va két qua thi dugc cong bd. Co khong nam trong top bon ngwoi
dang dugc ghen ti dugc trung cai ghim ngoi sao ra, va chuyén nay da thanh
de tai cho ba Ruth chi chiét su6t may tuan lién. Ba Ruth twédng nhu that bai
ctia Emily da khién ba mat di céi uy tin von c6 cua dong ho, va ba cay dang
khon ngudi vi diéu dé. No6i chung, trong cdm nhdn ctia Emily, ndm md&i
dwong nhw da dén cling qua nhiéu bat hanh. Co bé khong bao gid mudn
nh@ lai nhitng chuyén da xdy ra trong thang dau tién cia nam ay. C6 chim
trong noi c6 don cung cuc. Ilse khong thé dén tham c6, va dau cho c6 van
tw minh dén gap Ilse, thi cai khe hd nhé xiu mong manh giita ho van cang
lic cang tir tir nd rong ra. Ilse van chang cho thdy bat ky dau hiéu nao
chitng t6 c6 cdm nhan duwgc nd; nhung gio, chang hiéu sao, c6 hiém khi &
mot minh cung Ilse. Can phong lic nao cling cé rat déng cac co gai, va
chang bao gio thiéu tiéng 6n ao, tiéng cwoi dua tréu choc cung nhitng
chuyén ngoi 1é d6i mach veé trwong 16p; tat ca déu vo hai va tham chi con
vui vé nita, nhung khac han so véi tinh ban thiu hiéu va than thiét xuwa gitra
c6 va Ilse. Trwdc day, hai ngudi ban van thwong vui vé dua rang ho c6 thé
di dao hay ngoi hang tiéng dong ho bén nhau, chang néi nang chi ma van
cam thay ca hai déu da c6 mot khoang thoi gian tuyét voi. Gio khong con
nhitng khodng lang nhw thé nita; néu c6 lic nao doé tinh ¢ ho dwgc & mot
minh cung nhau, ca hai sé liu lo nhitng cau chuyén vui vé va hoi hot, nhw
thé moi nguwdi déu am tham lo sg roi sé dén Iic bi sy im lang bgi phan.

Emily khon ngu6i n6i nhitc nhéi trong long vi tinh ban da mat giira hai
nguoi; dém dém chiéc goi cua c6 déu wdt mem nwdc mat. Dau vay o cling
chang thé x6a bé dwgc moi nghi ngd da an sau bén ré trong c6. Co khong it
lan chan thanh tim moi cach x6a bé n6 di. Ngay nao c6 cling tw nhu rang
Ilse Burnley khéng bao gid c6 thé choi tro dé; rang xét vé mat ban chat thi
Ilse khong c6 kha nang lam thé; va c6 ngay 1ap titc dén gap Ilse, mang theo
long quyét tam cao do rang co6 sé doi X vGi c6 ban y nhw tir trvdc dén nay
van thé. Thanh ra két qua la c06 lai than mét vui vé - thdm chi von va — mot
cach guwong gao, va cling chang yéu quy con nguoi dich thyc cta ¢6 hon
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muc c6 yéu quy Evelyn Blake la may. Ilse van than mat vui vé khong dé
dau cho hét, va vét nit van cang lic cang né rong hon.

“Gio Ilse chang gian dir gi véi minh nita hét,” Emily buén ba ngam
nghi.

Qua diung nhuw thé that. Ilse Iic nao ciing té ra vui vé v6i Emily, luén
lay thai do lich sy ra ma dyng thanh mot tdim vach ngan kién c6 chang vo
noi tredc mot chép 16e sang tr tinh than hoang da ngay xwa. Emily chang
mong moi gi hon mot con gian dit long troi 16 dat cua Ilse. N6 c6 thé pha
v0 tang bang van khong ngirng bén bi day lén giita ho, va roi thao tung con
1l cdm xtic van dang bi don nén bay lau.

Mot trong nhitng noi dau nhitc nhoi nhat phat sinh ti tinh huéng nay
1a Evelyn Blake y thitc kha rd tinh trang gitta Ilse va Emily. Anh giéu cot
1ap lanh trong d6i mat nau dai va sac thai nhao bang kin dao khuat 1ap trong
nhitng cau noi tinh cd cia c6 ta da cho thay ro co ta khong chi y thitc ma
con thich thu véi tinh huéng nay. Emily, von cdm thay minh chang tai nao
chong do dugc chuyén nay, khong thé tranh khoi cdm gidc cay dang kho s6.
Evelyn von la c6 gai thwong xuyén kho chiu tredce tinh cdm than thiét caa
cac co gai khac, va co nang dac biét titc toi tredc tinh ban gitta Ilse va
Emily. Tinh ban dé méi tron ven lam sao, mGi mé say biét chirtng nao. N6
chang con cho dé bat ky ai khac chen vao nita. Va Evelyn chang hé thich
thd cai cdm giac bi gat ra ngoai 1€; cai cdm giac rang c6 mot khu vuon kin
cong cao twong nao dé ma cé 1é co ta chang budc vao dugce. Bai vay, o ta
han hoan sung swéng xiét bao khi nghi rang tinh ban dep dé dén bwc minh
gitta hai c6 gai bao 1au nay van khién c6 ta am tham ganh ghét vay la da di
dén hoi két thuc.
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EMILY TREN DAI CAU VONG

Lucy Maud Montgomery
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 9: Phut Huy Hoang

Emily cham chap lé bwéc xudng cau thang, cam giac nhi moi sac mau
cudc song, moi giai diéu cudc doi bang cach nao d6 déu da bi rit can, va
cudc doi dang trai ra trudc mat co6 trong mau xam bat tan. Mudi phut sau
dé, c6 da dugc bao boc trong nhitng sac cau vong, va sa mac twong lai cia
c6 da né ro nhu bong hoa hong.

Nguyén nhan cta sy thay doéi diéu ky nay la mot birc thw méng duwgc
ba Ruth dwa cho cd bé kem theo mét tiéng khit miii dac sét phong cach ba
Ruth. Con cé thém ca mot td tap chi nita, nhung thoat dau Emily khong dé
y dén n6. Co nhin thay dia chi mot cong ty hoa c6 trén géc phong bi, va khi
cham tay vao, c6 cdm nhan duwgc sy mong manh day hita hen ctia n6 — qua
khac biét so vdi nhitng bitc thu day cop chat nich nhitng van tho bi loai bé.

Trai tim c6 dap thinh thich trong 16ng ngwc khi ¢6 xé phong bi va liéc
nhin t& gidy danh may.

“Co Emily B. Starr,
“Shrewsbury, Bao H.E.,
“Can.

“Co Starr than mén:

“Chuing t6i vo cung han hanh thong bao véi c6 rang bai tho cua co,
Tiéng cu cwoi, rat phu hop dé st dung trén Rirng va Vwon. N6 da dugc
dang tai trén ky tap chi nay cua ching t6i, va chung to6i c6 gii kem cho co

https://thuviensach.vn



mot to tao chi. Cac van tho cia co c6 sy ngan rung dich thue va chiing toi
rat vui néu dugc nhan thém nhiéu tadc pham khac cta c6. “Théng thuwong,
ching t6i khong tra tién mat cho cac tac pham gii dén cho ching toi,
nhung c6 c6 thé chon ti trong bang danh muc cta chiing t6i cac hat cay
hay cay tri gia hai d6 la dé chuing t6i gtti theo dich vu trd phi treéc dén dia
chi cua co.

“Cam on co,
“Mai mai la nguwoi ban chan thanh cua co,
“THOS. E. CARLTON & CO.”

Emily tha roi bitc thw va tay run run chop lay to tap chi. C6 bat dau
thay choang vang; nhitng con chit nhady mada treédc mat c6; c6 cam thay mot
noi nghen ngao ky di dang lén trong c6 hong; vi ngay trén trang nhat, bén
trong mot cai khung xinh dep trang tri bang nhitng vong xoan xuyt, la bai
tho cta co; Tiéng cd cuwdi, sang tac badi Emily Byrd Starr.

N6 la cai bong bong ngot ngao dau tién sti trén chiéc coc thanh cong,
va du c6 bé c6 chénh chodng men say thi thiét nghi chiing ta cling dirng nén
coi c6 la ké kho dai. Co mang ca bic thu lan to tap chi vé phong dé thoa
thich hau hau nhin ching, qua han hoan chang bu6n dé y dén ba Ruth dang
khit mii rat nhiét tinh. Ba Ruth thdy nghi ngd cao do trwdc go ma bat chot
tng hong, doi mat sang long lanh va vé han hoan bay bong xa r&i cdi tran
thé 4y.

Vé dén phong, Emily ngoi xuéng doc bai tho nhw thé ca doi co bé
chua tirng nhin thay né lan nao. Tat nhién, c6 mét 16i in trong bai tho khién
cd son hét ca da 6c — that dang kinh hoang khi trang ctia ngwoi thg san lai
thanh ra chan cta nguoi thg san — nhwng no la bai tho cua co... caa co...
da dwoc chap nhan va dugc dang trén mot to tap chi dich thyec.
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Va dugce tra nhuan but! Tat nhién mot tdm séc thi sé duwgc hoan
nghénh nong nhiét hon nhiéu; hai do la cia riéng co, kiém dwgc bang chinh
ngoi but cta co, cé vé nhu 1a cd mot gia tai doi véi Emily. Nhung sé tha vi
xiét bao khi c6 va 6ng Jimmy chon lia hat giong! C6 c6 thé twéng twong ra
hinh anh tham hoa xinh dep rang r& giita khu vwon ¢ Trang Non mua he
nam sau; that 16ng lay nao dé, nao tim, nao xanh, nao vang.

Va bitc thw viét gi nhi?

“Cac van tho ctia c6 ¢6 su ngan rung dich thyc va chiang t6i rat vui
néu duwgc nhan thém nhiéu tdc pham khac cua c6.”

Oi mé ly; 6i sung suéng vd ngan! Thé gidi nay thudc vé cd; Pudng
Apls duvong nhw da & ngay dwdi chan; dau cé phai bo thém chat nita dé 1én
tGi tan dinh nui thi cling nham nho gi co chi&?

Emily khong thé & yén trong can phong chat hep t6i tam vd&i céi tran
nha ngdt ngat va nhitng d6 dac thiéu than thién dy nita. Vé mat thé lvong
cta huén twdc Byron la mot noi si nhuc d6i v6i niém hanh phiic caa c6. Co
quo quang khan 4o khodac Ién ngudi va voi va lao ra Mién Chinh Tryc.

Lic c6 bang qua bép, ba Ruth, 1& dwong nhién dang thdy nghi ngd hon
bao gio hét, tra hoi bang giong diéu 6n tén ranh ranh y cham choc,

“Chay nha hay sao thé ha? Hay la chay bén cang?”

“Ca hai déu khong a. Chinh tdm hén chau dang chdy ddy a,” Emily
dap lai kém theo nu cuwdi bi hiém. Co6 bé déng sap cira lai va ngay lap tic
quén béng mat ba Ruth cung hét thdy moi diéu moi ngwoi khong nhv y
khac. Thé gidi nay méi twoi dep lam sao; cudc doi méGi dep lam sao; Mién
Chinh Tryc méi tuyét diéu dén nhwong nao! Nhitng cdy linh sam non nam
doc con duong dep lac rac bui tuyét, nhu thé, dudi con mat cia Emily, mot
tam khan voan dang ten nhe ténh nhw khong khi dang tinh nghich phat pho
trén dau nang tu si khd hanh vén da thé nguyén tit bé6 mén doé trang diém
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phu phiém hao huyén kiéu d6. Emily quyét dinh khi nao quay vé sé viét lai
cau nay vao cudn s6 Jimmy. Co6 ct thé nhdy chan sao 1én tdi tan dinh doi.
C0 cam thdy minh duwdng nhw dang bay; chan c6 qua thwe khong thé cham
1én mat dat. Lén dén doi, c6 dirng chan ding lai dé trong ngdy ngat mé say,
doi ban tay siét chat, anh mat mo mang. Mat trgi vira lan. Xa kia, phia trén
bén tau dong bang, nhitng dam may khong 16 chong chét 1én nhau thanh
nhitng khoi ngii sac ryc rd. Xa hon nita, nhitng ngon doi trang x6a dang 1ap
16a phia duéi nhitng vi sao sém. Lot thém gitta nhitng than cay linh sam c6
thu t6i sam, tai mot chon xa xam xuyén qua khong gian ban dém trong vat
nhu pha 1€, vang trang khong 16 tron vanh vanh da nho 1én.

“N6 c6 sw ngan rung dich thye,” Emily 1am bam, lai mot lan nita nham
nhap nhitng cau tr phi thwong dé. “Ho muon doc thém tac pham ctia minh!
Oi, gid nhu cha nhin thdy nhitng van tho cia minh dwoc in trén trang gidy!”

Nhiéu nam truéc, trong ngoi nha cti & Maywood, khi Emily dang ngu,
cha ¢6 da cdi xuéng bén c6 ma noéi, “N6 sé€ yéu thuong sau sac... n6 sé dau
kho tot cung... n6 cling sé dwgc dén bu bang nhitng khodnh khac huy
hoang.”

Pay chinh la mot trong nhitng khodnh khac huy hoang ctia c6. C6 cam
thdy tinh than nhe bang diéu ky; cam nhan dugc mgt niém han hoan x6n
xang tam hon dang hién hitu. Kha nang sang tao, von da ngu yén sudt ca
thang troi vat va vira qua, bong nhién lai bung chay trong long ¢6 nhw mot
ngon lra thanh tdy. N6 quét sach nhitng thit day dit, doc hai, thiéu lanh
manh. Bat chgt, Emily biét rang Ilse khong doi nao lam chuyén d6. Co bat
cuoi sung swong... thich thu.

“Xem minh ngu ngdc dén thé nao kia! Oi, mot con nhé ngu ngdc dén
thé kia chit! Tat nhién, Ilse chang bao gio' lam chuyén dé. Gid chang con gi
xen gitta bon minh nita... n6 da bién mat r6i... bién mat ro6i... bién roi.
Minh sé di thang dén gadp ban ay va néi nhu thé véi ban ay.”
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Emily v0i va quay xudng con dudng hep. Mién Chinh Tryc phoi minh
trréc mat co, tham dam vé bi an dwdi anh trang, duwgc bao boc trong sw
tram mdc thdm thia ctia canh ritng mua dong. C6 duong nhw dang chim
dam trong vé dep, sw quyén rii va bi an ctia né. Cung vGi mot tiéng thd dai
bat chgt ciia Ba Gi6 xuyén qua nhitng 16i di day bong toi, “anh chép” 16e
sang va Emily tung tang tGi nha Ilse, mang theo trong long dv quang cua
no.

Co tim thay Ilse dang @ m6t minh; bén vung tay 6m chat c6 ban.

“Ilse, hdy tha th cho t3,” co kéu lén. “Lé€ ra, t6 khong nén nghi ngo
cau; té da nghi ngo cau; nhung gio thi td biét roi; té biét roi. Cau sé tha thit
cho t¢ chi?”

“Po6 dé con nha cau.” Ilse noi.

Emily thich dugc goi la con dé con. Pay chinh la Ilse ngay xua... Ilse
cua coO.

“Oi, Tlse, t& d3 kho sé chét di dwgc.”

“Nay, dirng c6 ma gao toang lén vé chuyén dé thé,” Ilse néi. “Té cling
nao cé vui vé gi cho cam. Emily nay, t¢ c6 chuyén can néi vGi cau. Im di va
nghe day nay. Hom dé t& gap Evelyn & hiéu sach va hai dita t& quay vé nha
dé 1ay cudn sach c6 ta can, roi té thady cau dang ngu say nhw chét dy; say
stta dén do bi t& nhéo vao ma ma cau van chang thém nhic nhich. Puing lic
do, tinh doc ac noi 1én, t& bén nhat mot thoi sap mau den va néi, ‘TG sé vé
cho cau dy mot bo rau’... im di! Evelyn thudn hét ca mit ra, néi, ‘Oi,dirng!
Cau khong nghi lam thé thi hén ha qua a?’ T¢ khong mdy may c6 chit cha
y gi hét; t& chi no6i thé cho vui thdi; nhung céai diéu bd chinh nghia kha 6
cta con tom Evelyn dé khién t& s6i mau lén dén do t& quyét dinh sé lam
that cho xem, im di... t& dinh ngay ltic d6 sé danh thitc cau day va chia tdim
guong ra tredc mat cau, thé la xong thoi. Nhung té chua kip lam gi Kate
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Errol da vao va bao muon bon t& di cung, vay la t¢ ném mau sap xudng roi
di ra ngoai. Chuyén chi cé vay thoi, Emily a, thé c6 Caesar day. Nhuwng sau
do6 t¢ van cam thay that t6i 10i va ngu xuan; néu té cé thir gi dé giong nhw
lwong tam thi han t@ sé noéi la té hoi bi can rit lwong tam r6i, bai vi td c6
cam giac dau cho ké nao da lam chuyén d6 thi chac han chinh t& la nguoi
da gieo rac y twéng doé vao trong dau han ta, va bdi vay theo mot cach nao
dé thi cling phai ganh chiu mgt phan trach nhiém. Va r6i t& nhan ra cau
khong tin twéng t&; thanh ra té lai phat dién lén; khong phdi dién theo kiéu
gian dit dung dung dau, cau biét day, ma la cai kiéu dién bén trong lanh
bang, kho chiu dy. T¢ nghi cau khéng cé quyén nghi ngo rang té lai co6 thé
lam mot chuyén kiéu nhw dé cu di dén trwong trong bé dang do. Va t@
nghi, dang nao cau ciing da thé r6i nén lam gi thi c viéc lam tiép di; t& sé
khong thém néi mot 16i dé moi chuyén ra ngé ra khoai. Oi chao oi, nhung
t¢ murng chét di dugce vi cau da thong suot van de.”

“Cau co nghi la Evelyn Blake da lam chuyéen do khong?”

“Khong. Oi dao, tat nhién rat c6 kha ning chinh c6 ta da 1am chuyén
do, nhung té chang thé luan ra ndi c6 ta lam thé bang cach nao. Co ta tdi
hiéu sach cung Kate va t@, roi ching t& dé co ta lai d6. Muwdi lam phit sau
cO ta vao 16p, vay nén té nghi co ta chang du thoi gian quay lai lam chuyén
do dau. That long, t6 nghi do la tro quy cua May Hilson. Chuyén gi ma cau
ta chang dam lam, va ding lic t¢ dang vung vay théi phan mau thi cau ta
dang & trong hanh lang. Thé nao cdu ta lai chang ‘v6 ldy cai ggi y do nhw
meo thdy m&’. Nhung khong thé nao 1a Evelyn dwoc.”

Emily van nhat quyét tin rang chuyén dé rat dé c6 kha nang xay ra va
qua da xay ra that. Nhung gio day, van dé duy nhat can dé tam la ba Ruth
van tin chac Ilse la ké c6 t6i va ba sé van giit vitng niém tin do.

“Qi cha, dén 1a xau hé,” Ilse néi. “Chiing minh ching thé tro chuyén
than thiét chan tinh & day duwgc; Mary lic nao cling c6 ca dong ban be, con
Evelyn Blake, thi lwgn 16 khap moi cho.”
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“T@d sé tim cho ra ké nao la thu pham,” Emily noi giong cay doc, “va
budc bac Ruth phai nhvgng bo.”

Chiéu hém sau, Evelyn Blake phat hién ra Ilse va Emily dang ctng
nhau thoai mai chéo thuyen. it nhat ciing 14 Ilse dang chéo trong khi Emily
ngoi canh, chan bat tréo, vé chan chudng ngao man toat ra tit déi mat khép
hd xac xwge. Pay qua la mot canh twgng dang hoan nghénh véi mot cd gai
khong thich tinh cdm than thiét gitta nhitng c6 gai khac. Nhung Evelyn
Blake khong hé vui mirng. Ilse lai dang cai nhau véi Emily; bdi vay, Ilse va
Emily lai m&t lan nita dang trong giai doan man nong.

“T6i rat murng khi thay cau da tha thit cho Ilse vi tro dua hén ha do,”
ngay hom sau c6 ta ngot ngao néi vdi Emily. “Tat nhién, doi vdi cau ta ma
néi thi dé chi don thuan la mot hanh dong thiéu suy nghi thoi. T6i lic nao
cling khang dinh nhw thé; cau ta chang bao gid dirng lai nghi xem cau ta
dang bién cau thanh ké ky cuc dén mic nao. Ilse ti nghiép la nguwdi nhw
thé day. Cau cling biét la t6i da tim cach ngan can cau ta roi ddy; tat nhién
trrdc day t6i khong noi cho cau biét chuyén nay; chuyén da rac réi san roi
t0i cling chang mu6n lam phitc tap hon nita; nhung t6i da bao véi cau ta
ban bé ma lam thé véi nhau thi hén ha qua. T6i c twdng t6i da khuyén can
duwgc cau ta roi chit. Cau that qua tr té khi tha thit cho cau ta day, Emily
than mén a. Cau dung la nguoi tot hon toi nhiéu. T6i e la téi chang bao gio
c6 thé tha thit duwgc cho bat ky ai tirng bién toi thanh tro cwdi nhu thé.”

“Sao cau khong giét chét co6 ta ngay tai cho di?” Ilse hdi khi nghe
Emily ké lai chuyén nay.

“Té chi nheo mat lai va nhin c6 ta theo ding kiéu Murray théi,” Emily
ndi, “ma nhu thé thi tha chét di con do tham thwong hon ay chi.”
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EMILY TREN DAI CAU VONG

Lucy Maud Montgomery
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Chwong 10: Mt Gié Pién Ro

Budi hoa nhac do treong trung hoc t6 chitc nham gay quy cho thw vién
treong von la sy kién thwong nién tai Shrewsbury, thwong dién ra vao dau
thang Tw, tredc khi san sang don tdm sitc hoc hanh cham chi cho ky thi
mua xuan. Nam nay, ban dau ngudi ta dy dinh sé t6 chitc chwong trinh
thirong 1€ vGi phan trinh dién am nhac va doc dién cam md6t doan hoi thoai
ngan. Emily dwoc dé nghi ddm nhiém tiét muc sau va da nhan 16i sau khi
nhan dugc sy chdp thudn mién cwdng cta ba Ruth, ma néu khéng nho co6
Aylmer dich than dén tan nha nai ni thuyét phuc thi chac ba sé chang doi
nao tan thanh. Co6 Aylmer la chau gai Thuong nghi sy Aylmer, va dau chang
chiu 1ép vé truedc bat ky diéu gi khac ba Ruth van phai nhin minh trude gia
thé. Sau d6 co6 Aylmer lai dé nghi cat bé hau hét phan &m nhac va toan bo
phan doc dién cam, dé thay vao d6 bang mot vé kich ngén. Y twdng nay da
gianh duwoc thién cam cua hoc tro, va su thay doi duwgc tién hanh ngay lap
tirc. Emily dwgc phan mot vai dién y nhw duwgc do ni dong giay san cho c6,
bdi vay c6 v6 cung hitng thi vdi chuyén nay va hao hitng tham gia cac buoi
tap dugc to chitc hai t6i mot tuan ¢ treong duwdi sw kém cdp ctia c6 Aylmer.

V& kich da khudy dong bau khong khi & Shrewsbury. Truéc day hoc
sinh trwong trung hoc chua titng dam trach mot nhiém vy nao giau tham
vong dén mitc d6: nghe don rat nhiéu sinh vién hoc vién Queen sé bat
chuyén tau t6i tr Charlottetown t6i day xem kich. Chuyén nay khién doan
dién vién c6 phan phat ro phat dai hét ca Ién. Sinh vién truong Queen von
la cac dién vién kich ldo lang. Tat nhién ho dén dé phé binh r6i. Vay la moi
dién vién trong nhém kich Iic nao ciing tdm tam niém niém phai lam sao
cho v& kich ay tré nén dac sac khong thua kém gi bat c¢ vé kich nao caa
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Hoc vién Queen tir xwa dén nay, va hét thdy cac day than kinh cta moi
nguwoi déu cang nhw day dan dé huwéng tGi cai dich dé. Chi gai cua Kate
Errol, von t6t nghiép tit mot treong dao tao nghé thuat dién xuat, nhan trach
nhiém huwéng dan cho nhém, va khi budi toi trinh dién da can ké, sy phan
khich htrng hue trong ca cac nha dan lan nha tro & Shrewsbury.

Trong can phong nho sanh anh nén, Emily ngam nhin Emily — trong —
guong voi vé hai long tot do - mot cam giac hai long kha hgp tinh hop ly.
Po6i ma dé bo quan, cadp mat xam sau tham tham rang r& trén nén vay mau
tro cia hoa hong, va vanh 14 nhé nhan bén bang nhitng chiéc 14 mau bac 6m
lay mai téc den khién c6 chang khac gi mét nit than rirng tré trung. Tuy
nhién, c6 khong cam thdy minh giong mot ni¥ than ri'ng. Ba Ruth da bat co
phai céi doi tat ren ra thay bang doi tat len cashmere; thirc ra ba nham nhe
bat c¢6 phai mang mot doi tat len day nhung 16 lwc khong thanh, nén danh
van hoi vi thé cia minh bang cach khang khang bat c6 phai mac vay lét
bang vai flannel.

“Bung nhung phét kinh 1én dwgc,” Emily udt ¢c nghi; tat nhién la dang
am chi cai vay 16t. Nhung thoi do, chan vay thwong rat phong va than hinh
manh mai cta Emily van da sitc mang tham chi cd mot cai vay 16t bang vai
flannel day cop.

Co vtra deo chiéc vong Ai Cap lén c6 thi ba Ruth dwong bé tién vao.

Chi can liéc mat nhin cling da nhan thay ba Ruth dang vo cung gian
dir.

“Em’ly, ba Ball vira ghé qua day. Ba ay da n6i mot chuyén khién ta rat
strng sot. C6 phai t6i nay chau sé tham gia dién mot vd kich khong?”

“Tat nhién né la mot vé kich réi a, bac Ruth. Chac chan bac da biét

chuyén dé roi.”
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“Khi chau xin phép ta tham gia vao budi hoa nhac nay, chau da néi véi
ta rang do6 1a mot tiét muc hoi thoai,” ba Ruth lanh lung noi.

“0... 0... nhung c6 Aylmer da quyét dinh thay n6é bang mot vé kich
nho roi a. Chéau c twéng bac biét roi, bac Ruth; thue long chau @ tuwdng
bac da biét. Chau ct dinh ninh la chau da nhac lai véi bac chuyén dé réi.”

“Chau nao c6 nghi dén chuyén gi dai loai nhu thé dau, Em’ly; ro rang
chau khong cho ta biét ti gi vi chau biét thira ta sé khong cho phép chau
tham gia dién mot vé kich.”

“That sy khong phdi nhw thé dau, bac Ruth,” Emily nai ni, vé nghiém
trang. “Chau chuwa bao gid nghi dén chuyén sé gidu giém n6. Tat nhién,
chéau khong thich néi nhiéu vdi bac vé chuyén nay vi chau biét bac khong
tan thanh buoi hoa nhac chut nao.”

Khi Emily nghiém trang néi chuyén véi ba Ruth, ba nhat quyét cho
rang c6 thyc sy tro trdo mat dan may day.

“Vu nay an dit hét tat ca nhitng vu khac roi day, Em’ly. Tw trudc téi
nay ta van luon biét r6 chau la ké ranh manh, nhwng that khong thé nao tin
nodi chau lai c6 thé ranh manh dén mitc nay.”

“Chuyén nay chang c6 chit xiu gi dé goi la ranh manh hét, bac Ruth!”
Emily non néng noéi. “Chau cé phdi con ngdc dau ma lai di tim cach giau
giém chuyén chiing chau dang tap kich trong khi cd Shrewsbury déu dang
ban tan vé n6. Chau khong hiéu tai sao bac lai c6 thé tranh dwoc nhitng ban
tan vé no chi.”

“Chau da biét ro vi bénh viém phé quan nén ta chang cat budc di dau
dwgc. O, ta hiéu rd moi ngon nganh roi, Em’ly a. Chau dirng hong danh lira
duwoc ta.”
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“Chéau khong tim cach danh lira bac. Chau c twdng bac biét roi...
chuyén chi c6 thé théi. Chau ct twdng bac chang bao gio da dong dén no la
vi bac phan doi toan bo chuyén nay. Su thue la nhw thé day, bac Ruth. Mot
man doi thoai va mét vé kich thi c6 khac gi nhau dau chit.”

“Ching khac nhau mot troi mot vie ddy,” ba Ruth noéi. “Kich véi cha
cot chi la thi t6i 16i thoi.”

“Nhung vé kich nay nhé dén thé co ma,” Emily tuyét vong nan ni; va
réi bat cudi vi nghe giong diéu nay qua ky cuc chang khac gi man xin 16i
cta chi bao mau trong cudn tiéu thuyét Ngai Midshipman Easy. Khiéu hai
hwéc ciaa co thé hién thang chang ding choé chit nao, tiéng cudi cua co da
khién ba Ruth noi gian.

“Du 16n hay nho thi chau cling khong dugc tham gia vao do.”
Emily lai nhin cham cham, mat hoi tai di mot chuit.
“Bac Ruth... chau phai tham gia... v& kich sé héng mat.”

“Tha dé mot va kich héng con hon dé mot linh hon hong,” ba Ruth bat
lai.

Emily khéng dam cuwdi. Nguy co trdc mat nay qua nghiém trong.

“Bac dirng qua... qua... phan no nhw thé, bac Ruth.” — suyt nita co6 da
dung dén tw bat cong. “Chau rat xin 16i vi bac khong ung ho céac vé kich...
sau nay chau sé khong tham gia nita... nhung bac chac ciing thay ro tdi nay
chau phadi tham gia.”

“Qi chao, Em’ly yéu ddu, ta khong ngd chau lai 1a nhan vat khong thé
thiéu nhw thé day.”
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Chac chan ba Ruth da dién tiét lam ro6i. Cai tir “yéu dau” ay nghe mdi
kho chiu dén mitc nao chi¢! Emily van kién nhan.

“T6i nay thi dung la vay day a. Bac ciing thay day, lam sao ngwoi ta cé
thé tim duwgc nguwoi thay thé vao phut chét dugc. Co Aylmer sé khong bao
gio tha thit cho chdu mat.”

“Chau dé tam dén sy tha thit cia c6 Aylmer con hon cé sv tha thit cta
Chda co a?” ba Ruth tra van véi dang vé cia mot nguwdi dang khang dinh
vai tro cam trich ctia minh.

“Vang a... hon ca sy tha thit tr Chia cta bac,” Emily lam bam, khong
thé git n6i kién nhan tridc nhitng cau héi thiéu khon ngoan dén do ay.

“Chéau khong thay kinh trong cha 6ng a?” la cau chat van thich dang
tiép theo cua ba Ruth. “Nay, néu ho ma biét mot ké hau dué ctia minh dang
dién kich thi thé nao ho ciing phai d6i m6 day cho ma xem!”

Emily chiéu c6 ban cho ba Ruth mot vi du dién hinh cia vé mat
Murray.

“N6 sé la mot bai tap luyén thuwgng hang déi véi ho cho xem. T6i nay
chau sé dam nhén vai dién cua minh trong vé& kich, bac Ruth a.”

Emily n6i khé khang, nhin xuéng bang doi mat kién quyét tir chiéu
cao tudi tré. Ba Ruth thiy doi 1én trong long mét cam giac bat Iyc day kho
chiu: chang c6 cai khoa nao dé khoa ctta phong Emily, va ba chang thé
dung vi lyc ngan can co.

“Néu chau di thi t6i nay khong can quay vé day nita dau,” ba ndi, tai
nhot vi gian dit. “Nha nay chin gio la déong ctra r6i.”

“Neéu toi nay chau khong quay lai day thi sé chang bao gio chau quay
lai nita.” Emily qua gian dir trwdc thai do vo ly ctia ba Ruth nén chang buon
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quan tdm xem hau qua sé ra sao nita. “Néu bac khéa ctra nhot chau ¢ ngoai
thi chdu sé quay vé Trang Non. Moi ngudi biét hét vé vé kich roi; dén ca
béac Elizabeth ciing san long cho chau tham gia.”

Co0 bé chop lay ao khoac va chup 1én dau cai mii nhé gan 1ong dé dugc
vg cla ong Oliver ting nhan dip Giang sinh. O trang trai Trang Non, moi
nguwoi khong may tng ho khiéu tham my ctia ba Addie, nhwng cai mii nay
vtra nhv in va Emily rat thich né. Ba Ruth d6t nhién nhan ra, khi d6i cai mi
do, trong Emily méi chin chan va tredng thanh dén mitc ky quac ra sao.
Nhwng nhan thitc d6 van chwa thé xoa diu duge con gian cida ba. Em’ly da
di r6i... Em’ly da dam coi thudng ba va chang thém coi y kién cta ba ra gi;
cai con bé Em’ly ranh manh, xao quyét do; phai day cho Em’ly mot bai hoc
méi duoc.

DPén dung chin gio, trong con gian dit va long quyét tam khong gi suy
chuyén dugc, ba Ruth khéa hét moi ctra ra lai va 1én givong di nga.

V@& kich da thanh cong ruc rd. Ngay ca cac sinh vién treong Queen
cling phai thira nhan diéu nay va nhiét liét vo tay hoan ho. Emily da ném
minh vao trong vé& kich v&i ngon Itra htrtng huc va nguon nang lwgng dugc
khoi nguon tir cude doi dau vdi ba Ruth, quét sach moi y thitc vieéng viu vé
dam vay 16t bang vai Flanen va vé co Errol dang kinh ngac mot cach dén la
dé chiu, chinh c6 Errol da titng dwa ra 16i phé binh vé man trinh dién cda
Emily rang c6 c6 phan hoi qué lanh lung va dé dat so v6i mot vai dién doi
héi sy phong ting manh liét hon. Pén cudi budi dién, Emily suyt chét chim
duwdi con mua nhitng 161 khen nggi. Bén cd Evelyn Blake cling nha nhan
nhan xét,

“That tinh, ban than mén a, cau cling phi thuwong ra phét ddy; mot nit
dién vién ngbi sao; mot nha tho, mot tiéu thuyét gia dang 1én; sap tGi, cau
sé mang dén bat ngd gi cho ching t6 day?”
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Emily nghi, “Cai do chi giéi ra vé ta day that khong thé chiu dung
noi!”

Emily noi, “Cam on cau!”

R6i con chuyén di b6 vé nha cung Teddy trong niém hanh phic han
hoan, man tam biét vui vé bén cong nha, va sau do... canh ctta khéa chat.

Con gian dit cua Emily, von su6t bu6i to6i hém do da dugc thang hoa
thanh nang lwgng va tham vong, bong dot nhién ngun ngut birng chay tra
lai, quét sach hét thdy moi diéu da xay ra trudc d6. Lam sao chiu dung noi
khi bi déi xi nhw thé nay co chit. Cé da chiu dung qua du tiv ba Ruth ro6i;
day dung la giot nwdc lam tran ly. Cho du c6 mong moi duge hoc hanh dén
noi dén chon thi ngwdi ta cling khong thé vi thé ma kién nhan chiu dung tat
ca moi chuyén. Nguwoi ta van mang ng pham gia va long tu trong ctia minh
mot diéu gi do.

Co6 ba viéc c6 c¢6 thé lam lic nay. Co c6 thé nén cai nam dam ctra bang
dong kiéu dang 16i thoi dy cho t6i khi ba Ruth xuéng nha mé ctta cho ¢6
vao, nhu tredc day cod da co6 lan lam thé - va béi vi thé ma sau do sé phai
chiu dgyng hang bao nhiéu tuan nhuc nha. Co6 ciing c6 thé lao 1én pho
thuwgng va pho ha dé t6i nha tro cua Ilse — cac co gai van chwa nga dau —
nhw c6 da tirng lam mot lan trede day, va chac chan day ciling la cach xt ly
ba Ruth gio dang trong chd & co; va roi Mary Carswell sé ké véi Evelyn
Blake va Evelyn Blake sé pha 1én cwdi nham hiém ma ké lai moi chuyén
cho ca treong biét. Emily khong dinh chon bat ¢ phwong an nao trong hai
cach trén; ngay lic phat hién ra ctta bi déng, c6 da biét dich xac minh sé
lam gi. Co sé di bo vé Trang Non; va & lai dé!

Hang mdy thang troi am tham gian gitt dwéi nhitng xtc pham lién
mién cta ba Ruth gio da bung né thanh m6t ngon Itta phan khang ngun

ngut chdy. Emily hién ngang tién ra cong, dong sam né lai dang sau lung
khong phai bang si dwong hoang ctia nha Murray ma vai thai do tham dam
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cam xuc manh mé cta mot ngwdi mang trong minh dong mau Starr, roi co
bat dau cudc hanh trinh dai bdy dam di bo gitta Iic ntta dém. Cho du doan
dwong dy c6 dai gap ba lan bay dam thi c6 ciing van ¢ dan budc nhw thé
thoi.

Con gian dit qua manh liét, va n6 van ti€p tuc manh liét nhw thé, khién
cho chuyén di bo duwong nhu chang lau la chit nao, va dau trén ngwoi chi
khoéac c6 doc chiéc do choang vai nhung co van khéng hé cam thay cai lanh
bu6t da ctia dém thang Tw.

Tuyét mua dong da tan nhwng mat dwong tran trui van go ghé va dong
két bang cirng ngang ngac — khong c6 cho dé chan dé chiu nao cho doi dép
tré em mong quet ma 6ng Jimmy da tang nhan dip Giang sinh. Emily tham
nghi, v&i mot tiéng cwdi ma theo o la vira cay doc vira mia mai, rang xét
cho cung, cling may la ba Ruth da khang khang bat co phai di doi tat
cashmere va mac chiéc vay 16t flanen.

Pém dé c6 trang, nhwng bau trdi bi che pha bdi nhitng dam may xam
von cuc, va quang canh hoang vang am dam khac nghiét trai day day khac
kho duwdi anh trang xam nho. Gio quat tirng con dot ngdt, rén 11 ngang qua
khong gian. Emily cdm thay trong long trao dang sy man nguyén dam chat
bi thuwong vi khong khi dém nay that sy hoa hgp vGi tam trang bi thdm cuon
cudn bdo dong trong long co.

Co sé khong bao gio quay lai nha ba Ruth, chuyén dé thi da chac nhw
dinh déng cot. Dau ba Elizabeth c6 thé néi gi di chang nita — va ba sé noéi
rdt nhiéu, chac chan day — dau cho bat ky ai c6 néi gi di chang nita. Néu ba
Elizabeth khong cho phép c6 dén tro & bat ct noi nao khac thi co cling sé
bd hoc luén. Co biét rd viéc nay sé gdy nén mot chan dong ghé gém &
Trang Non. Dau sao cling mac. Khi c6 dang trong tam trang bat can thé nay
thi c6 vé nhw cac chan dong khac la chuyén dang hoan nghénh ay chit. ba
dén lic ai d6 noi day réi. Co sé khong lam minh bé mat thém mot ngay nao
nita... sé khong c6 chuyén dé dau. Cudi cung, ba Ruth da di qua xa roi.
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Chang ai c6 thé an nhién don mot ngwdi mang dong mau Starr vao canh
tuyét vong dugc dau.

“Thé la minh gidi quyét xong xudi moi van dé vGi ba Ruth Dutton
r6i,” Emily long trong tuyén bd, cam thdy man nguyén ghé gém vi da loai
bo dugc cach goi “bac”.

Khi c6 vé gan nha, may dot nhién quang han, va dén lic ré vao con
dwong mon trén dia phan trang trai Trang Non, c6 gan nhu nin thé truedc vé
dep khac kho cta ba cdy duong Lombardy cao voét sttng sitng in béng trén
nén troi chan chita anh trang. Oi, ky diéu xiét bao! Trong mot thoang, co
gan nhw da quén hét sach moi sai 1am cta ban than va ca ba Ruth nita. Ro6i
cam giac cay dang lai dao dat ta vé trong long; ngay ca su diéu ky cta Ba
Nang Cong Chuia cling chang thé du do xua dudi né di.

Anh séng xuyén qua ctta s6 bép ctia Trang Non chiéu ra ngoai, do
xuong may cay bu 16 trang cao vot trong rirng cay bui nha ong John Ngao
Man, khong khoi mang dén an twgng ma quai. Emily nghi khong ra nguoi
nao ¢ Trang Non lai van chwa di ngt chi: ¢6 van dinh ninh khi tim vé duwgc
dén nha thi noi nay da chim trong bong t6i, dong nghia véi viéc c6 sé phai
lén vao bang ctra tridc va leo 1én can phong riéng yéu dau, dé danh nhitng
10i giai thich dén sang hom sau. T6i nao trwde khi di ngu, ba Elizabeth cling
hét sitc can than khéa va chén ctra bép, nhung ctra ra vao thi chang lic nao
ctra dong then cai. Chac chan dan lang thang hay dam trom cuwép sé chang
doi nao tho 16 dén do tién thang tdi ctra trude cua trang trai Trang Non.

Emily bing ngang qua vuon va ghé mit nhom qua cira s6 bép. Ong
Jimmy dang & mo0t minh, ng6i ngay bén ban, bau ban cung hai cdy nén.
Trén ban c6 mot chiéc binh bang gom da, va ding lic Emily nhom vao thi
ong dang lo dénh tho tay vao trong binh 16i ra mét chiéc banh ran miim
mim. Mat 6ng Jimmy dang dan vao mot miéng thit bo giam bong to twéng
treo trén tran nha con moi 6ng Jimmy thi dang map may khong thanh tiéng.
Han lic nay 6ng Jimmy dang sang tac tho, chang c6 ly do gi dé nghi ngho
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diéu nay hét, dau chang dé gi ly giai dugc tai sao 6ng lai lam vay giita dém
hém thé nay.

Emily rén rén vong quanh nha, khé khang mé& ctra bép r6i budc vao
bén trong. Ong Jimmy toi nghiép sirng s6t dén do suyt nita tic nghen
nguyeén nita cai banh ran va mat may gidy lién khong thét 1én duogc 10i nao.
Pay c6 phdi la Emily khong... hay 1a ma quy hién hinh? Emily trong chiéc
ao khoac mau xanh tham, chiéc mii nho gan 16ng mau do quyén rii dén mé
nguoi; Emily véi mai téc mang mau den ctia bong dém bi gi6 thoi roi bong;
Emily v&i doi dép 1é tré em ta toi dwdi chan; Emily bo dang kho s& chat vat
ding & Trang Non trong khi dang nhé ra gio nay c6 dang phai say swa giac
nong trén chiéc giwong thiéu nit & Shrewsbury?

Ong Jimmy nidm chét hai ban tay lanh toat ma Emily vira chia ra vé
phia ong.

“Emily, nhoc yéu, cé chuyén gi vay?”

“Thoi, ct vao ngay phan chinh di a; chau da bo khoi nha bac Ruth r6i
va sé khong quay lai do dau.”

Ong Jimmy khong néi gi mat mot liic. Nhung 6ng da c6 mot vai hanh
dong. Pau tién, 6ng nhén chan bang ngang qua bép va can than dong canh
ctra phong khach lai, roi nhe nhang tiép cti vao day ap cai bép 10, kéo mot
cai ghé tua lai gan 10, 4n Emily vao trong ghé va nang do6i ban chan tray
xuwdc lanh toat ctia c6 dat 1én nén 16 swdi. Sau do, 6ng thap thém hai cay
nén nita, dat ching 1én bé 10 swdi. Cudi cung, ong lai ngoi xudng ghé caa
minh, dat hay tay 1én dau goi.

“Nao, gio thi ké lai twong tan moi chuyén cho bac nghe xem nao.”

Emily, van dang sung suc phan nd va hirng hyc y chi phan khang, bén
ké lai kha chi tiét cau chuyén.
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Ngay khi dd mo ho nam bat dwgc thye chat moi chuyén, 6ng Jimmy
lién cham rai lac dau... c tiép tuc lac lac... lac dau mot lic 1au va nghiém
trang dén do Emily bat dau bén chon cam thdy thay vi mang hinh tuwgng
day kich tinh cia mot nguwdoi bi doi xi bat cong thi bang cach nao do cé vé
nhv c6 lai da bién thanh mot di¥a nhéc ngdc nghéch. Ong Jimmy lic dau
cang lau thi c6 cang it dung dén thit ngon ngit khoa trivong cuwong diéu. Bén
khi c6 két thic cau chuyén bang 16i két ngang nganh, “Du sao di nita, chau
cling sé khong quay lai nha bac Ruth dau,” 6ng Jimmy bén quay dau lan
chot va day céi lo gom sang phia bén kia ban.

“An banh ran di nay, meéo con.”

Emily ngdp ngirng. Banh ran von la moén khoai khau cua c6; va bita toi
ctia c6 da cach day lau lam r6i. Nhwng mon banh ran c6 vé hoi lac diéu so
v6i sy phan khang va tinh trang 16n x6n. N6 cé chiéu hwéng phan dong ro
ranh ranh. Mo h6 cdm nhan duwgc diéu nay, Emily bén t* chdi mén banh
ran.

Ong Jimmy tu 14y cho minh mét cai.

“Vay la chau sé khong quay lai Shrewsbury ha?”
“Quay lai nha bac Ruth thi khong dau a,” Emily dap.
“Cling giong nhau ca théi,” 6ng Jimmy noi.

Emily biét rd nhw vay. Co biét thtra ditng nén bau viu vao cai hy vong
hdo huyén rang ba Elizabeth sé cho phép c6 dén tro & bat ky noi nao khac.

“Ma chdu lai con di bo xa x0i ngan ay trén nhitng con dwong dé nita
chit.” Ong Jimmy lic dau. “Cha, chau diing 1 gan 1dm day. Gan cung troi
ludn ay chi¥,” 6ng can may miéng roi tram ngdm bo sung.
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“Bac dang trach mang chéau phéi khong a?” Emily xic dong héi; xtc
dong t6t cung badi vi c6 cdm thiy cung vdi cai lac dau cua 6ng Jimmy, mot
sw tng hd nao do tir sau tham trong tam hon c¢6 cling da bi ri di mat.

“Khonggg, nhot chau & ngoai nhuw thé thi ding la mot noi ho nhuc hen
ha chét tiét — diing y nhu Ruth Dutton vay.”

“Vay bac ciing thdy la sau moi noéi si nhuc dén mitc ay thi chau chang
thé quay lai d6 dugc, dung khoéng a?”

Ong Jimmy can trong nhdm nhédp cai banh ran, nhvw thé nhat quyét
muon c6 gang xem liéu 6ng c6 thé gam sat chirng nao t6i cai 16 ma khong
lam v@ no.

“Theo bac nghi, sé chang cé ngwdi ba nao cia chau tir bé co hdi hoc
hanh mé6t cach dé dang nhw thé dau,” 6ng ndéi. “Du sao di nita thi vé phia
nguwoi nha Murray sé khong c6 chuyén do,” ong ndéi thém sau mét ldc tram
ngam, duwong nhw chgt nhé ra 6ng biét qua it vé nguwdi nha Starr dé c6 thé
néi nang vo doan nhitng chuyén lién quan dén ho.

Emily ng6i im nhw twgng. Theo nhw 16i néi trong mon cricket ma
Teddy tirng st dung, 6ng Jimmy da ha dugc tru mon gitta cia c6 ngay bang
qua bong dau tién. Ngay khi 6ng Jimmy, gitta ltic cdm hitng doc ac d6 dang
trao, lai 16i ca bac t6 tién vao cudc, co da cam thdy chang con lai bat ¢ thiy
gl ngoai cac diéu khodn quanh minh; nhitng vi phu nhan quéa c6 than
thwong cua trang trai Trang Non — ba Mary Shipley va va Elizabeth
Burnley va tat ca nhitng ngudi khac — 6n nhu, kién quyét va day tw chu,
dang cui nhin c6, ké hau dué boc dong ngu ngéc, vGi vé thuwong hai kinh
khting. Cé 1€ bac Jimmy nghi rang rat cé thé c6 khiém khuyét nao dé trong
dong mau Starr cta c6. Vay day, lam gi c6 chi¥, c6 sé chi ra cho dng thay!

Co da trong doi sé nhan dugc sy cam thong 16n hon tw phia ong
Jimmy. Co da biét ba Elizabeth sé tradch mang c6 va dén ca ba Laura ciing
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sé 10 10 vé do hdi chita y that vong. Nhung c6 nhitng twéng 6ng Jimmy sé
ding vé phia c6. T tredc dén gio 6ng von van luén nhw vay ma.

“Cac ba cua chau c6 bao gio phai chiu dung bac Ruth dau,” co bat lai.

“Ho phai chiu dung nhitng nguoi ong cua chau.” C6 vé nhu ong
Jimmy nghi rang cau noéi dy da da sitc thuyét phuc lam réi — ding y nhw
cach nghi cta bat ky ai tirng biét Archibald va Hugh Murray.

“Bac Jimmy, lé nao bac cho rang chau van phai quay tré lai, chap nhan
s qud trach cua bac Ruth va tiép tuc nhw thé chuyén nay chwa tirng xady
ra?”

“Chéau thi nghi thé nao?” 6ng Jimmy hoi. “Lay mot cai banh ran di,
meo con.”

Lan nay thi Emily cam chiéc banh ran. C6 1é c6 ciing ngudi ngoai
phan nao. Nay nhé, da an banh ran roi thi ta dau thé gitt mai thai do bi
thuvong dugce. C@ thir ma xem.

Emily tudt khéi dinh nui bi kich dé dén vai thung liing doi hon.

“Bac Ruth t06 ra rat dang ghé tdm sudt hai thang vira r6i; ké ti khi bac
ay khong ra ngoai dugc vi bénh viém phé quan. Bac khéng biét chuyén do
la nhu thé nao dau.”

“0, c6 chit... bac biét chit. Ruth Dutton c6 bao gi® khién bat ky ai c6
cam giac dé chiu véi ba dy dau. Thay am hon ro6i chi, Emily?”

“Chau ghét bac dy,” Emily kéu lén, van kién tri tw bién ho cho ban
than. “That khing khiép khi phai séng duwdi cing mot mai nha véi nguoi

ma ta ghét bo...”

“Qua doc hai,” ong Jimmy tan thanh.
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“Ma dau phai 16i tai chau ch. Chau da c6 gang yéu quy bac dy; co
gang lam vtra long bac ay; bac ay thi lic nao ciing ché trach chau; cho du
chéau lam gi hay noéi gi — hodac khong lam gi hay néi gi — thi cling déu bi bac
ay gan cho nhitng dong co hén ha. Chau da bao gio nghe nhac dén chuyén
khong dugc ngéi ¢ goc trong cung day ghé & nha thg dau; roi lai con vu
khong gianh dugc cai ghim cai ngbi sao nita. Bac ay lic nao ciing bong gio6
si nhuc cha me chau. Va ltic nao béc dy ciing t6 thai do tha thit cho chau vi
nhitng chuyén chau nao c6 lam dau; hodc nhitng chuyén chang can tha véGi
thi dé ma lam gi.”

“Nghiém trong hoa van dé... qua mic. Chau biét thita néu quay tré
lai, bac ay thé nao ciling bao ‘Lan nay ta tha thi cho chau, nhung dirng bao
gio 1ap lai chuyén nay.” Ro6i bac ay sé khit miii; 6i, tiéng khit mi cta bac
Ruth dung la cai am thanh dang ghét nhat tran doi!”

“Chau da bao gio nghe tiéng mot con dao cun ctta qua tam gidy boi
day cop chwa?” 6ng Jimmy lam bam.

Emily phét 16 6ng va c tiép thé tiép tuc.

“Chau khong thé ldc nao ciling sai duwgc; nhung bac Ruth thi ¢ cho la
vay; va con noéi bac dy phdai ‘chiéu c6’ cho chau. Bac ay bat chau phai
thwong xuyén uong dau gan ca tuyét; néu ngan can dugc thi bac ay chang
bao gid cho phép chau ra ngoai vao budi to6i — ‘nhitng nguwdi bi viém phoi
nhat thiét khong dugc ra ngoai dudng sau tam gio.” Néu bac ay thdy lanh,
chau sé phai mac thém 4o khodac. Lic nao bac dy cling hoi nhitng cau kho
chiu va chau c6 trad 10i ra sao thi bac ay ciing khéng chiu tin. Bac dy da,
dang va sé ludn luon tin rang do 1a ké ranh manh nén chéau luén choi tro git
bi mat véi bac dy. Chau c6 bao gio nghi dén nhitng chuyén kiéu nhu thé
dau. Bay, nhv vu to Thoi dai Shrewsbury hoi tuan trwéc chang han. Bac
Ruth thwong chang bao gid dé 16 bat ky thong tin nao trén Thoi dai. Bac dy
qud mang chau sudt may ngay lién sau khi bac ay phat hién ra mot sang tac
cta chau duwgc dang trén d6 dudi tén “Emilie’. ‘T6t hon hét c xuyén tac
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tén cta chau theo mot cach chwa titng c6 nao dé di dé ro6i c6 ma danh van
noé,” bac ay ché nhao!”

“Cha, chang phai lam thé thi c6 phan hoi ngd nghéch sao, méo con?”

“Qi, chau doan 1a cac ba cac cu cta chau ching 1am chuyén dé bao
gio! Nhung bac Ruth dau can thiét phdi nhai di nhai lai nhw thé co chi.
Chuyén dé mdi ding la khé chiu khong dé dau cho hét; gia bac dy ct nght
gi n6i ndy di roi coi nhw xong thi da danh. Thé nay nhé, chau lam dinh mot
vét gi sat nho xiu trén cai 4o choang trang thoi, thé ma bac Ruth ct 1ai nhai
vé chuyén dé hét tuan nay sang tuan khac. Bac dy c nhat quyét doi tim cho
ra no6 bi dinh tir Itic nao va tai sao; khi chuyén nay dai dang su6t ba tuan réi
thi chau bat dau nghi néu bac 4y ma nhac lai lan nita thi thé nao chau ciing
phai hét 1én cho xem.”

“Bat ¢ nguoi dung dan nao ciling sé cam thdy y nhu vay thoi,” ong
Jimmy néi, mat van dan vao miéng giam bong bo.

“Qi, bat cit chuyén ndo trong nhitng chuyén &y ciing chi vit vanh nhw
vét kim cham thoi, chau biét; va chac bac thdy chau ngoc lam khi c 1an
can mai véi no6; nhung...”

“Khong dau, khong dau. Tha phai chiu dwng han cai chan gay thi van
con dé chiu hon ca tram vét kim cham day. Bac tha bi dap vao dau roi thé la
xong con hon.”

“Vang, thé day a; lic nao ciling vay, chang cé gi ngoai nhitng vét kim
cham. Bac ay khong cho phép Ilse dén nha... ca Teddy hay Perry cling bi
vay... chang c6 ai ngoai 6ng anh Andrew ngu ngéc ay. Chau mét méi dén
chét di dwgc vi anh ta roi. Bac dy khong cho phép chau tham dy budi vii hoi
cta hoc sinh nam nhat. Cac ban ay t6 chitc mot budi di xe trgt tuyét an toi
& quan tro Brown Teapot va nhdy nhét ti chut; ai cling tham gia, chi c6 moi
chau 1a khong; n6 chinh la sy kién cia mua déng. Néu chéau di dao trong
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Mién Chinh Truc lac hoang hon, thé nao bac ay cling chac nhw dinh dong
cot la dang c6 chuyén xdu xa nao do; bac ay chang bao gid mudén di dao
trong Mién Chinh Tryc, vay thi ha cd gi chau lai thé? Bac dy n6i chau danh
gia ban than qua cao. Chau cé thé dau co chw, c6 phai thé khéng, bac
Jimmy?”

“Khong,” ong Jimmy tram ngdm noéi. “Cao thi c6 cao that; nhung
khong phai qua cao.”

“Bac ay noi chau lic nao cling di chuyén hét thit nay dén thit khac, hé
chéau nhin ra ngoai ctra so6 la bac dy lai tat td bang qua phong réi chinh hét
cac goc rem cho can xing dau ra day y nhw cli. R6i thé nao cling lai ‘Tai
sao... tai sao... tai sao’; lic nao cling thé, Iic nao cling thé, bac Jimmy a.”

“Bac biét, bay gio chau dang cam thdy dé chiu hon nhiéu vi da gat hét
tat cd nhitng chuyén do6 ra khoéi cudc sdng cta minh,” 6ng Jimmy noi.
“Khong an thém cai banh ran nita sao?”

Thé dai dau hang, Emily nhac chan ra khoi 10 swdi va buwdc t6i bén
ban. Lo banh ran nam gitta c6 va 6ng Jimmy. C6 qua that dang déi ngau.

“Ba Ruth cho chau an uéng day du ch?” 6ng Jimmy ban khoan lo
lang hai.

“Oi, c6 chit a. It nhat bac Ruth ciing van giit gin dugc mot truyén
thong ¢ Trang Non. Bac dy ndu nwéng kha thinh soan. Nhung khong cé do
an vat dau a.”

“Trong khi chau lu6n thich dwgc nham nhéap ngon lanh trudc khi di
ngl, ding khong nao? Nhung lan vira réi vé nha, chdu da mang theo mot
hop ro6i day th6i?”

“Bac Ruth da tich thu roi a. C6 nghia la, bac dy bé n6 vao trong chan
va ctt dén bita an mGi mang ra ban. Mén banh ran nay ngon that day a. Va
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ct moi khi an udng vao nhitng gio gidc khong thich hgp thé nay, lic nao ta
cling c6 cam gidc phan khich va pha luat, dang khong a? Sao bac lai tinh c@
thitc vao gio nay vay a?”

“MGt con bo cai bi 6m. Bac thay c6 1é nén thitc canh n6 thi hon.”

“May lam sao c6 bac & day. Oi, chau lai suy nghi sang suét dugc roi,
bac Jimmy a. Di nhién, chau biét bac cho rang chau hoi ngu ngéc mot
chut.”

“Ai ma chang ngu ngoc theo mot cach dac biét nao do,” bac Jimmy
noi.
“Vay thi, chau sé quay lai va sé can qua tdo chua ma chang hé nhan

mat.”

“Nam xudng trang ky chgp mat mot chut di. Ngay khi troi sang bac sé
thang con ngya xam danh xe dwa chau quay vé.”

“Khong dau, thé thi chang 6n chit nao dau a. Vi mot vai ly do. Truéc
hét, duong sa kiéu dy thi banh xe hay bo ngwa muon chay dwoc cling khong
dé. Thit hai, bac chau ta ma danh xe ra khoi day thi chang thé nao tranh néi
bac Elizabeth sé nghe tiéng, roi bac dy sé phat hién ra chuyén nay, ma chau
khong muon thé chit nao. Bac chau ta hay cit dé sy ngu ngoc cua chau la
mot diéu tuyét mat chi cé chau va bac biét thoi, bac Jimmy a.”

“Vay chau dinh quay tré lai Shrewsbury bang cach nao?”
“Bi b@ a.”
“DPi bd? Téi Shrewsbury ha? Gitta dém hém thé nay sao?”

“Chang phai chau vira di bo tir Shrewsbury gitta dém hom thé nay sao
a? Chau c6 thé lam lai chuyén dé va n6 ciling chang vat va gi hon so véi
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viéc nay tung tung phia sau con ngwa xam trén nhitng con dwong kinh
khuing d6 dau a. Tat nhién, chau sé kiém moén gi dé cé thé bao vé doi chan
chau t6t hon chut it so v6i doi dép 1é tré con. Trong con xic dong chau da
lam héng mat mon qua Giang sinh bac tang chau réi. Trong céi ta dang kia
van con mot doi bot cili cua chau. Chau sé di doi dy; va ca cai ao choang dai
c6 dai cli nita. Sang ra la chdu da quay lai Shrewsbury réi. Chau sé khéi
hanh ngay khi bac chau ta an banh ran xong. Vét cho dia sach bong di thoi,
bac Jimmy.”

Ong Jimmy danh dau hang. Xét cho ciing, Emily con tré tudi lai déo
dai, dém nay troi dep, va c6 mot s6 chuyén ba Elizabeth biét cang it cang
tot bay nhiéu cho hét thay moi sy lién quan. Thd phao nhe nhom vi héa ra
st tinh lai bién chuyén t6t dep dén thé - thoat dau ong that long chi sg cai
tinh “bwdng binh” von van an sau trong long Emily sé troi day va roi thi, i
cha cha! — 6ng Jimmy ng6i xuéng tap trung vao moén banh ran.

“Chuyén viét lach dao nay thé nao r6i?” o6ng hoi.

“Dao gan day chau ciing viét duwgc kha kha; mac du budi sang & phong
chau hoi lanh nhung chau van rat thich; khao khat chdy bong nhat cia chau
la mot ngay nao doé sé sang tac dugc thit co gia tri.”

“Ro6i chau sé lam dwogc thoi. Chau nao c6 bi day xudng giéng dau,”
ong Jimmy noi.

Emily vo vo 1én ban tay 6ng. Hon ai hét, ¢ y thitc dugce ro rang ong
Jimmy cé thé lam dwgc nhitng gi néu ngay xwa ong khong bi day xudng
giéng.

Sau khi hai bac chau da an banh ran xong, Emily khoac chiéc 4o
choang dai c6 dai va x6 chan vao déi bot cli. Cach phuc trang d6 qua xoang
xinh, nhung vé dep nhuw vang trang non cua c6 van téa rang at hét tat ca, y
nhw mot vi sao trong can phong cli k¥ ma toi leo 1ét &nh nén.
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Ong Jimmy ngwdc mét nhin cd. Trong mét dng, cd that xinh dep, tré
trung, tai nang ma mdy mon trang phuc ay qua la néi ho then.

“Cao rao oai nghiém... cao rao oai nghiém nhuv moi phu ni¥ trong
dong ho,” 6ng mo mang 1am bam. “Ngoai trir ba Ruth,” 6ng b6 sung.

Emily bat cwoi... va “lam mat hé”. “Dén cudc tra van sap tGi cta hai
bac chau, thé nao bac Ruth cling sé vion cao hét ¢ cho ma xem. Nguyén
chuyén nay ciling dua théa man bac 4y tr gio cho dén tan cudi nam roi.
Nhung khong can lo dau, bac kinh mén ctua chdu, tv gio' thi con 1au chau
méi lam thém bat ¢t chuyén gi ngu ngdc nita. Chuyén nay da lam sang td
moi van deé roi. Bac Elizabeth han sé phat hodng 1én khi thdy mot minh bac
lai chén sach sanh sanh hét ca lo banh ran, bac Jimmy a.”

“Chéau c6 mudn mot cudn so trang nita khong?”

“Van chwa can dau a. Cudn s6 bac tang chau lan tridc van con han
mot nita. Khi chau da khong thé viét truyén dwgc thi mot cudn so trang
cling du dung lau lau ddy a. Oi, bac Jimmy oi, wéc gi chdu c6 thé viét
duwgc.”

“Roi sé dén luc, r6i sé dén lic théi,” ong Jimmy dong vién. “Ci doi
chit xiu di; chi chiat xiu nita théi. Néu ching ta khéng theo dudi thit nay
th kia thi doi Iic nhitng thit dang dwgc bam theo ching ta méi cé thé bat
kip dugc. “Mot ngoi nha dugce xay dung nho sy thong thai, va n6 dugc gia
cd bdi sy hiéu biét. Bang tri thitc, nhitng can phong sé day am ap cac tai
san thu vi quy gid’ — am ap cdc tai san tha vi quy gia, Emily a. Sach Céch
ngon”

Ong dwa Emily ra ngoai roi cai then ctra lai. Ong tit hét nén, chi dé lai
mot cdy. Ong cit nhin chim chim vao né mét lic 1au, cho dén khi, hai long
nhan ra ba Elizabeth sé chang tai nao nghe tiéng 6ng dugc, 6ng Jimmy ham
hé noi,
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“Ruth Duttton tdi... tGi... t6i...” — nhung long can dam cta ong
Jimmy da khong dwgc nhuv 6ng ky vong — “...tdi thien duong di!”

Emily di bo quay tré lai Shrewsbury dugi anh trang sang vang vac. Co
nhitng twéng sau khi da bi twdc mat con gian dir va phan khang von la dong
Ic, chuyén di s& budn tham mét méi 1dm. Ay vay nhung héa ra né lai bién
chuyén thanh mot diéu dep dé... Emily la mot trong “nhitng n6 1€ tron doi
cta cai dep” ma thi si Carman titng nggi ca, nhung dong thai lai cling chinh
1a “nhitng cht nhan caa thé gigi”. C6 mét madi, nhung chinh sy mét méi ay
lai boc 16 ban than bang sy thang hoa ctia cdm xtc va tri twéng twong, y
nhuw c6 van thwong trdi nghiém moi khi moi mét qua do. Dong suy nghi
chay ran rdt trong dau. Nhitng doan déi thoai twéng twong sang sudt noi
tiép nhau tang tang 16p 16p, va c6 nghi ra dugc nhiéu cach néi di dém dén
do chinh c6 ciling tw thady bat ngd mot cach day dé chiu vé ban than. That
tuyét voi xiét bao khi lai mot lan nita cdm thay tran day sinh luc, thich tha
va hitng khdi. Co dau mot minh nhwng chang hé c6 don.

Vira di trén duwong, c6 vira soan mot va kich vé budi téi hém nay. Ca
buoi t6i dy tham dam bau khong khi hoang da, pha cach day mé hoac, danh
thitc mot khat khao hoang da, pha cach nao dé von van an kin sau trong
tam hon Emily; khat khao duwgc cat bwdce tuy y, khong dwa vao bat ci chi
dan nao ngoai cia chinh ban than minh; khat khao ctia ngudi du muc, cia
nha tho, cda thién tai va ké ngoc.

Puwoc gidi phong khoi 16p tuyét dé nang co thé, nhitng cdy linh sam
hao hitng vung canh tay tv do cat ngang nhitng canh dong chan chita anh
trang. Liéu trén doi nay, con c6 thit gi sanh dwgc v6i vé dep cua bong
nhitng cdy thich xam can d6i dang dé xudéng trén con dwong dwdi chan co?
Nhitng ngoi nha c6 vira di qua déu am ap vé bi an day mé hodc. Trong tham
tam, cO ludn twdng twgng rang nhitng nguwdi say gidc trong nhitng ngoi nha
d6é déu dang dam chim trong con mo, va trong giac ngu, ho da nhin thay
dwgc nhitng diéu ma khi thitc, cudc doi van thwong tir choi ho; c6 tuwdng
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twgng dén nhitng ban tya tré tho than thwong chap lai trong gidc nong;
nhitng trai tim rat cé thé dang thao thitc au sau; nhitng canh tay co6 don
dang vwon ra lot thém giita s trong rong cta dém; trong liic c6, Emily,
duoc ve vuot bai vé ma mi budi s6m mai.

Va cling that dé nay sinh suy nghi nhitng thit khac dang & khap noi;
nhitng thi khong thudc vé con ngudi hay khong nam trong vong sinh ti.
T tredc dén gio, c¢o van luon soéng trén ranh gigi cia x1¢ s@ than tién, va
luc nay day, co da budc ngay trén nd. Ba Gié dang huyt lén nhitng giao
diéu la ky gitta ddm lau sdy trong dam lay; c6 dam khang dinh minh vira
nghe thdy tiéng cuwdi tinh quai dang yéu cua nhitng chd ci dang dau trén
canh van sam; c6 thit gi d6 vira tung tang cat ngang con dwong co di; co thé
la mot chu thd, cling c6 thé 1a mét Ngwoi Ti Hon Xam; va lan dau tién
trong doi, cay coi khoac 1én minh bo dang nita khoi hai, nita dang sg. Bam
ké chét kho tir nam ngoai bién thanh nhitng doan yéu tinh doc hang rao; cay
bu 16 vang gia c6i dam canh tua tta la vi than tir ngan xwa vang vong xung
quanh c0: tiéng chan 10p cop gitta canh dong trén doi nay chac han la caa
than Pan, dang thoi sdo xuyén qua anh trang qua bong téi cung doan than
dong ang dang cuwdi dua vui vé. That tha vi xiét bao khi tin rang ho dang
lam thé.

“Khi tr& thanh ké hoai nghi, ngudi ta sé mat mat rat nhiéu,” Emily noi;
roi sau do, co6 chot nghi rang day qua la mot nhan xét thong minh, va wéc
sao c6 dang mang theo mdt cudn so Jimmy dé co thé viét lai cau nay.

Vay la, moi dang cay kho s& trong tam hon da dugc got rita nho dugc
tam trong bau khong khi dém xuan, trong khi cam gidc ndo nitc dang ron
1én khap chau than cung luong sinh khi ngot ngao, ky la va hoang da cua
tinh than, Emily vé dén nha ba Ruth khi nhitng ngon doi tim nhat nhoa phia
Pong cang dang dan hién hinh ro nét dwdi bau trdi moéi lic mot sang rd
hon. C6 nhitng twdng ctra ra vao van khoéa kin; nhung khi ¢c6 mé ctra, nam
dam ctra van xoay, va co vao trong nha.
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Ba Ruth da day, dang nhom lra trong bép.

Trén dwong tir Trang Non vé day, Emily da vé ra hang ta cach thic
nham truyén tdi nhitng diéu c6 dinh n6i; dy vay nhung bay gid co lai chang
stt dung bat c¢ cach nao trong s6 dé. Ping vao phit chét, mot cdm hing
quai quy bat chot ndy sinh trong c6. Ba Ruth con chwa kip néi — hoac dinh
néi — gi, Emily da Ién tiéng truwdc,

“Bac Ruth, chau quay lai dé néi vGi bac rang chau tha thi cho bac,
nhung tit ray vé sau, nhitng chuyén nhu thé nay khéng dwoc phép xay ra
ntra.”

Thanh that ma néi, ba Ruth Dutton thdy nhe hét ca ngwoi vi Emily da
quay trd lai. Ba rat e sg ba Elizabeth va ba Laura — ngudi trong nha Murray
ma xich mich v&i nhau thi that 1a cay dang; va ba that tam hoi lo lang
khong biét Emily sé gap phdai chuyén gi néu c6 that sy di vé trang trai Trang
Non trong chiéc a0 choang khong du che than va déi dép mong manh do.
Vi Ruth Dutton khong phai ngudi doc ac; ba chi 1a mot ba ga mai cing dau
ctrng co, chang may thong minh, chi biét quanh quan noi géc san bé con
con, cham cham tim cach day dé6 mot c6 chim chién chién. That long, ba
chi s¢ Emily sé bi cdm lanh va c6 khi viém phdi ciing khéng chirng. Ma
mot khi Emily da ndy sinh y dinh khong quay trg lai Shrewsbury... ai cha,
thé thi thé nao ciing “khién ngwoi ta ban tan”, trong khi ba Ruth Dutton
chia ghét chuyén “ban tan” néu doi twgng la ba hay cac hanh dong cta ba.
Vay nén, sau khi can nhac hét moi nhé, ba quyét dinh phét 16 16i chao héi
xdc xugc lao cua Emily.

“Chau da qua dém ngoai pho day a?” ba nghiém giong hoi.

“Qi, khong dau bac; chau vé trang trai Trang Non; chuyén phiém véi
bac Jimmy va an uéng qua loa; roi di bo quay vé day.”

“Ba Elizabeth c6 thay chau khéng? Hay ba Laura?”
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“Khong a. Hai bac ay van dang ngu.”
Ba Dutton ngam thay day qua la tin tot.

“Cha,” ba lanh lung noéi, “chau da vo on bac nghia qua thé lam, Em’ly
a, nhung 1an nay ta sé tha thit cho chau” — r6i ba bong nhién im bat. Chang
phai sdng nay cau dé da dugc néi roi sao? Nhuwng ba chwa kip tim dwgc cau
nhan xét nao dé thé vao thi Emily da bién mat tam trén cau thang. Ba Ruth
Dutton bi bo lai cing cai cdm gidc kho chiu rang, bang cach nay hay cach
khac, ba da khong thé thoat khoi chuyén nay mot cach oanh liét nhw 1€ ra
phai thé.
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EMILY TREN DAI CAU VONG

Lucy Maud Montgomery
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 11: Cao Va Sau
“Shrewsbury,
“28 thang Tu, 19...

“Cu0i tuan vira roi toi da vé Trang Non va sang nay quay trd lai. B&i
vay, hom nay la ngay thit Hai bu6n chan va t6i rat nh¢ nha. Hé cit dén thi
Hai la bac Ruth lai c6 phan khién ngudi ta cang thay khong thé chiu dung
noi hon; hodc cé vé nhw thé khi dem so sanh véi bac Laura va bac
Elizabeth. Ngay nghi cu6i tuan vira r6i, bac Jimmy khong té ra dé chiu nhw
thuwong 1é. Bac dy hoi cam cau va lai thém vai con mo ho ky quac vi hai ly
do: thit nhat, may cdy tdo non bac dy trong dang chét dan vi bi chudt gam
nham sudt mua doéng; thi hai, bac ay khong tai nao thuyét phuc dwgc bac
Elizabeth thit dung loai dia gan kem md&i ma ngwoi khac ai cling déu dang
stt dung ca. Riéng toi thi 1dy lam mirng vi bac Elizabeth da khong dong y.
T6i chang hé mong mudn khu ché bién bo sita 1au nam xinh dep cua ching
toi cung nhitng chiéc chao sita mau ndu bong loang bi x6a s6 hoan toan sau
qua trinh cai tién. T6i chang thé twéng twong ndi trang trai Trang Non sé
nhw thé nao néu khéng c6 khu ché bién bao sita.

“Khi t6i da c6 thé x6a sach noéi bat binh ra khoi tam tri bac Jimmy, hai
bac chau t6i cung kham pha cu6én danh muc Carlton va ban bac xem lwa
chon nhw thé nao la hgp ly nhat vdi hai do la kiém dugc tw tiéng cu cuoi.
Hai bac chau da can nhac hang chuc khém hoa va khoanh vwon khac nhau,
cling da thu hoach dwgc tir dé rat nhiéu niém thich thi dang gia dén vai
tram do la; nhung cudi cung lai chon mot khoanh cic hep — nhitng cay hoa
mau 0di hwong nam chinh gitta, dwgc bao boc bdi nhitng cay hoa trang,
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thém mot duwong viéen mau hong nhat, va bon goéc la bon nguwdi linh gac
mau tim. T6i tin chac né sé dep lam: va dén thang Chin, t6i sé dwgc chiém
nguong vé yéu kiéu cta né, long tham nhu, ‘Day chinh la thit minh da
twong twong!’

“T6i da tién thém mot bwdc nita trén Puwong Alps. Tuan trwdc, tap chi
Phu nit da chdp nhan bai tho cada t6i, Ba Gio, va trd nhuan but cho t6i bang
hai ky bdo. Khong c6 tién mat... nhung c6 thé dgi dén lan sau nita. To6i
phai nhanh nhanh kiém du tién trd cho bac Ruth chinh xac dén tirng xu bac
ay da phai bo ra dé t6i séng cung bac dy. Pén lic do bac ay sé khong chi
chiét t6i vi chi phi ma vi t6i bac dy phai ganh nita. Gan nhw chang c6 ngay
nao bac ay lai bé 16 mot vai 10i bong gio vé chuyén do... ‘Khong dau, ba
Beatty a, c6 1é nam nay t6i khong thé quyén gop cho cac hoi truyén gido
nhiéu nhv binh thudng duge, ba biét roi ddy’... ‘Oi, khong dau, ong
Morrison, cac mat hang méi ctia 6ng dep that ddy, nhuwng mua xudn nam
nay t6i khong du kha nang chi trd cho mot chiéc vay lua dau’... ‘Qua thuc
dang lé phai boc lai vai cho cai ghé sofa nay... né da son rach kinh qua
r6i... nhung phai mét, hai nam t6i chac cling chang ban dén chuyén nay
dwogce.” C kiéu nhuw thé.

“Nhung tam hon t6i khong thudc quyén sé hitu ctia bac Ruth.

“Tiéng cd cudi dugc dang lai trong t0 Thoi bdo Shrewsbury... ké ca
16i ‘chadn cta ngudi thg san’ nita. Theo t6i hiéu, Evelyn Blake tuyén bo c6
ta khong hé tin rang t6i da viét bai tho dy... c6 ta tin chac da doc mdot bai
giong y hét ¢ cho nao do tir may nam trudc.

“Evelyn than mén!

“Bac Elizabeth khong noi gi vé chuyén nay, nhung bac Jimmy ké cho
toi nghe rang bac Elizabeth da cat bai tho dé ra cat vao cuén Kinh Thanh
ma bac dy van dé trén cai gia gan giwong ngu. Khi t6i ké cho bac ay nghe
rang t6i duwgc trd nhudn but cho bai d6 bang so6 hat giong tri gia hai do la,
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bac ay bén bdo rat c6 kha nang dén khi gwri thw cho ho, t6i sé phat hién ra
ho da pha san mat roi!

“T6i dinh gwi t6i Gio vang cdi truyén ngan thay Carpenter von thich
viét vé dia tré d6. Udc gi toi c6 thé dua n6 di danh may, nhung chang cach
nao lam thé dwoc, vay nén tdi sé phdi viét lai n6 cho ro rang. Chang biét
liéu t6i c6 dam khong nita. Chac chan ho sé tra tién cho mot cau chuyén
chrr.

“Cha Dean sé sém vé nha. That vui biét bao nhiéu khi sap duwgc gap
chu ay! Khong biét liéu chd dy cé cho la téi da thay doi qua nhiéu khong
nita. Chac chan t6i da cao hon r6i. Bac Laura bdo chang may chéc r6i toi sé
phai mac nhitng bo vay dai that sy va budc toéc cao lén, nhung bac
Elizabeth lai n6i mwoi lam tudi thi van con qua nho cho nhitng chuyén do.
Bac ay bao dam con géi tudi mwoi lam thoi nay chang hé ra dang phu nir
nhw hoi bac ay tam tuoi ddy. T6i biét, bac Elizabeth thyc long luon ap a noi
s¢ hai rang néu bac dy dé toi trdng thanh thi toi roi sé lai bé nha theo tiéng
goi cua tinh yéu — ‘giong Juliet’. Nhung t6i khong sot ruét mudn tredng
thanh. Ci¢ nhw thé nay thi dé chiu hon nhiéu — ¢t Ittng lo chang 16n chang
bé. Nhw thé, néu muén thi téi c viec hanh dong theo kiéu tré con va sé
chdng ai dam lam t6i xau ho; con hé mudn cw xi cho ra dang nguoi tredng
thanh thi t6i van cé quyén nhd may phan chiéu cao tréi hon do.

“T6i nay, troi ém 4, lat phat mwa. Nhitng cay liéu dudi s6c ngoai dam
va may cay bu 16 non trong Mién Chinh Tryc da tung tdm mang trong suot
mua tim phu trum Ién nhitng than canh tran trui cta ching. C6 18 toi viét
mot bai tho vé Vién canh mua xuan.”

“5, thang Nam, 19...

“O truong trung hoc dang bung né phong trao viét tho mua xuan.
Evelyn da dugc dang mot bai trén to But 16ng s6 thang Nam vé Hoa. Van
diéu rat khap khiéng.
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“Lai con Perry nita! Cau ay ciling cam thay cai théi thic mua xuan
thwong nién, theo nhw cach goi ctia thay Carpenter, va da viét mot bai dén
la khiép goi la Nguoi nong dan gia gieo hat giong. Cau dy gti né dén But
long va toa soan da dang bai nay len, trong muc ‘Chuyen hai’. Perry kha
hanh dién vé n6 va chang hé nhan ra cau ta da ty bién minh thanh mot con
Itra. Ilse gian dit dén tai xam mat may khi doc dwgc bai nay va ti ldc dé
khong thém néi nang gi vdi cau ta nita. Cau dy bao Perry khong phai doi
twgng phu hgp dé két giao. Ilse qua khat khe vdi Perry. Tuy nhién, khi doc
bai tho nay, dac biét 1a cau,

“ “Toi cay, bwra va gieo hat...

T6i da lam hét sitc minh

Gio thi to6i sé mac ké vu mua

Va dé Chda lo nét phan con lai.’

t0i chi mudn ty tay giét chét cau ta. Perry khong tai nao hiéu duwgc c6
van dé gi khong on.

“ ‘N6 van ma, ding khong?’

“« <0, phai roi, né van lam!’

“Dao gan day, Ilse con titc dién v6i Perry vi cdu ta mac 4o khoac dut
hét cic chi con s6t moi mot cai dén treong. Chinh t6i cling khong chiu noéi
chuyén nay, vay nén khi tan hoc, t6i thi tham nhan Perry dén lic hoang hén
thi gdp t6i nam phit canh ao Dwong Xi. T6i mang theo kim chi va cuc r6i
lén ra ngoai d6 khau hét ctc lai. Cau ta khong hiéu c6 gi khong phai néu
doi dén t6i thit Sau dé bac Tom khau lai ctic cho chit. T6i hoi,

“ ‘Sao cau khong ty minh khau, Perry?’

https://thuviensach.vn



“ ‘Té khong c6 clic ma cling chang c6 tién mua cic,” cau ndi, ‘nhung
dirng lo, r6i sé c6 ngay néu muon thi t¢ mua ctic bang vang cling dugc.’

“Bac Ruth nhin thay lic vé t6i mang theo ca kéo, chi du thit vay nén
tat nhién bac &y muon biét & dau, khi nao va tai sao. Toi ké lai toan b cau
chuyén va bac ay bdo,

“ “T6t hon hét chau nén ké cho dam ban be ctia Perry Miller khau ctic
cho cau ta.””

“ ‘Chdau la ngudi ban than nhat cua cau dy,’ t6i dap.

“ ‘Ta that khong hiéu no6i chau lay dau ra cai sé thich thip kém thé
chit,” bac Ruth noi.

«7 thang Nam, 19...

“Chiéu nay lic tan treong, Teddy da chéo thuyén dwa Ilse va t6i sang
phia bén kia cang dé nhat hoa phugng trong khoanh dat can trong van sam
phia trén song Xanh. Chuing t6i nhat day mdy gid, va danh mot tiéng dong
h6 hanh phic lang thang giita ritng cay, duwgc bao boc gitra tiéng thi tham
than thién cia nhitng cay linh sam non. Giéng nhu cach néi cia ngudi nao
dé tirng danh cho qua dau, toi cling néi vé hoa phuwong, ‘L.é ra Chida c6 thé
tao ra mot loai hoa dang yéu hon, nhung Nguwoi chang bao gio lam thé.’

“Khi chung t6i 1én dwong vé nha, mot 16p swong mu trang day dac da
kéo dén giang khap bai dat boi ven song va tran ngdp khu cang. Nhung
Teddy cheéo thuyén theo hwdng coi tau hda, vay nén thyc ra ching t6i chang
gdp rac roi va theo t6i thdy trai nghiém nay kha tuyét voi. Ching to6i nhw
dang bong bénh trén mat bién trang trong su tinh ldng tron ven. Khéng co
bat ky am thanh nao ngoai tiéng rén ri yéu &t caa bai dat boi, tiéng goi xa
xam cua bién sau tham tham va tiéng mai cheéo khe khé khudy dong mat
nwéc phang lang nhw guwong. Ching t6i chi c6 mdt minh gitta ca thé gidi
dang chim dam trong man swong mu, trén mdt bién ménh mong pha tam
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mang che. Thinh thodng, chi trong thoang choc, mdt luéng khi lanh nang
tam rém swong lén va nhitng bd bién nhat nhoa hién ra 16 m& quanh ching
t6i nhu mot bong ma. R6i cai mau trang trong rong lai sap xudng. Ci¥ nhw
thé ching t6i dang tim kiém mot bai bién la ky bi phu phép nao d6 cit mai
mai Iui ra xa dan, xa dan. T6i thyc tam thdy nudi tiéc khi chung t6i t6i cho
cau tau, nhung lic vé téi nha, téi thady bac Ruth da hoan toan phat dién vi
swong mu roi.

“ “Ta biét 1é ra khong nén cho phép chau di r6i ma,” bac dy noi.
“ “Thure ra chang c6 nguy hiém gi dau, bac Ruth,” t6i phan doi, ‘va bac
nhin nhitng bong hoa phugng dang yéu nay xem.’

“Bac Ruth khong them nhin hoa phugng.

“ ‘Khong nguy hiém... trong mot trdn swong mu trang x6a! Nhd chau
bi lac va gié néi lén trwdc khi chau dén dwoc dat lién thi sao?’

“ ‘LLam sao nguoi ta co thé bi lac gitta bén cang Shrewsbury bé xiu ay
duwoc, bac Ruth?’ toi noi. ‘Swong mu that tuyeét voi... tuyét voi. Ctt nhu bon
chau dang du hanh bang qua mép hanh tinh dé vao trong chiéu sau cua
khong gian.’

“T6i hao hitng ndi va han trong t6i c6 vé hoi hoang dai véi nhitng hat
sitong mudi van dang bam trén mai toc, vi bac Ruth néi bang giong lanh
lung va thuong hai.

“ “That khong may vi chau qua dé bi kich dong, Emily a.’

“Bi doi x lanh lung va thwong hai thi ai ma khong phat dién co chi,
vay nén toi hap tap tra 10i,

“ ‘Nhung ct nghi xem bac da bo 16 bao nhiéu niém wvui tha khi bac
khong dé bi kich dong chit, bac Ruth. Chang c6 gi tuyét voi hon viéc duoc
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nhdy muia quanh dong ltra ritng ryc. Cho du né c6 két thic bang dong tro
tan thi cling c6 sao dau chu?’

“ ‘Khi chau da gia nhw ta ro6i,” bac Ruth noi, ‘chdu sé cw xit mot cach
khon ngoan hon nhiéu so vdi viéc ngat ngdy sung swéng vi nhitng tran
swong mu trang x6a do.’

“Trong suy nghi cta t6i, dwong nhw t6i khong thé gia hay chét dugc.
Tat nhién, t6i biét minh roi sé thé thoi, nhwng t6i khong tin dugce chuyén
dé. T6i khong tra 161 bac Ruth, vay nén bac ay bat dau chién thuat khac.

“ ‘Luc ndy ta da quan sat Ilse di qua. Em’ly, dia con gai do c6 mdc cai
vay 16t nao khong vay?’

“ ‘Nang madc toan vai lua mau tim.” T6i 1am bam, trich dan mot cau
trong Kinh Thanh, don gidn vi trong cau nay cé gi do khién t6i mé dam. Ta
chadng thé hinh dung ra cach dién dat nao gian di hon hay an tuwgng hon vé
mot nguwdi phu nit an mac 16ng lay. T6i khong nghi la bac Ruth nhan ra cau
trich dan nay: bac ay nghi t6i chi dang co t6 ra thong thai.

“ ‘Néu chau muén am chi con bé d6 mac vay 16t bang lua mau tim,
Em’ly, thi chi can n6i bang tiéng Anh don gian la dugc. Vay 16t lua, thuc
tinh. Néu ta ma c6 bat ky lién quan nao véi con bé thi ta sé cho con bé mac
vay lot lua.’

“ ‘R6i sé c6 ngay chau mac vay 16t lua,’ t6i noi.

« <O, that tinh, tiéu thw a. Va liéu ta c6 thé héi rang chau co gi dé kiém
nhitng chiéc vay 16t lua d6 khong?’

“ ‘Chau c6 mot twong lai,” téi néi, bang thai do tw hao y nhuv mot
nguwoi mang dam chat Murray nhat trong s6 tat ca nhitng nguwdi mang ho
Murray c6 thé néi dugc.
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“Bac Ruth khit mii.

“T6i bay hoa phugng tran ngap can phong, va dén ca huan twéc Byron
trong cling nhw thé hoan toan c6 co hoi hoi phuc.”

“13 thang Nam, 19...

“T6i da nham mat lam liéu gti cau chuyén Diéu khac biét do t6i sang
tac cho t& Gio vang. Thuc ra, téi da run lén ban bat lic tha bitc thw vao
hom the & hiéu sach. Oi, liéu né c6 duge chap nhan khéng day!

“Perry lai 1am tro cuwdi cho ca treong mot lan nita. Cau ra néi trong 16p
hoc rang nwéc Phap xuat khau thoi trang. Sau budi hoc, Ilse dén gap ciu ra
r6i bao, ‘Do tritng ca!” Ké ti lic dé ban ay khong néi nang gi vdi cau ta
nira.

“Evelyn van khong ngirng noéi nhitng thit ngot ngao cay doc va cuwoi
cot. T6i co thé tha thit cho ¢6 ta vi da no6i nhitng diéu cay doc, nhung vé
chuyén cuoi cot thi khong bao gio.”

“15 thang Nam, 19...

“T6i hdm qua 16p nam nhat ching t6i t6 chitc mot budi ‘hoi hop’. Sy
kién nay luon dién ra vao thang Nam. Ching t6i t6 chitc sy kién trong
phong Hoi dong caa treong nhwng khi dén do, ching t6i phat hién ra khong
thap den lén dugc. Ching t6i khong hiéu da c6 chuyén gi nhung ngo la
chuyén nay do cac anh chi 16p trén lam. (Hom nay chung t6i phat hién ra
ho da cat khi dot trong tang ham va khoa ctra tang ham lai.) Thoat dau
ching t6i khong biét phai lam gi: nhung roi t6i nhé ra tuan vira réi bac
Elizabeth da mang cho bac Ruth mot hop nén to dé cho t6i st dung. Toi voi
lao b6 vé nha lay chuing... bac Ruth dang di vang... va ching t6i cam nén
khap can phong. Vay la rot cudc chung toi ciling td chitc dwgc budi hdi hop
va n6 thanh cong ryc rd. Ching t6i da rat vui khi tim cach ng bién doé lam
gia nén, thanh thit sau dé da c6 mé6t khéi dau tot dep, va chang hiéu sao anh
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nén than thién va khoi goi cdm hirng nhiéu hon khi dot nhiéu. Dwong nhw
tat cd chung t6i déu cé thé nghi ra nhitng cach néi hém hinh hon. Moi
ngwoi ai cling phai trinh bay mot bai dién van vé bat ky chi dé nao ho
muon. Perry da c6 bai néi xudt sac nhat t6i d6. Cau ta da chuan bi mot bai
dién van vé ‘Lich sit Canada’ — rat nhay cam va t6i ng@ la ciing té ngat nita;
nhung dén phut chot cau lai thay doi suy nghi va néi vé ‘cay nén’; cit ngau
hitng ma &ng bién nghi dén dau néi luon dén day, ké vé du moi loai nén cau
ti'ng nhin thdy ¢ di moi mién dat ti h6éi cau con bé 1énh dénh trén bién
cung cha. Bai néi chuyén hai huwéc va hap dan dén do ching t6i ng6i nhw bi
thdi mién; va theo to6i ddm hoc sinh sé quén bién luon vu thoi trang Phap
cling nhw chuyén 6ng gia nong dan dé mac viéc cay cuéc nho co cho Chuia
thoi.

“Bac Ruth van chwa phat hién ra vu nén niéc, vi cai hop cii khong dén
mic voi qua. Toéi mai, khi vé Trang Non, t6i sé du ngot bac Laura cho t6i
mot hop khac... t6i biét 1a bac ay sé lam thé thdi... va tdi sé mang chiing
dén cho bac Ruth.”

“Ngay 22. Thang Nam 19...

“Hom nay mot cai phong bi dai day cop dang ghét dwgc gi vé hom
thw cho t6i. Gid vang da trd lai cau chuyén cta t6i. Thw tir choi dinh kem
viét:

“ ‘Chung t6i da doc truyén ctia ban véi su thich thu sau sac, nhuwng rat
tiéc phdi thong bao rang chiing t6i khong thé dang tai n6 trong thoi diém
hién tai.’

“Thoat dau, t6i c6 gang tim chut an ui tredc cai thuc té rang ho da doc
né véi ‘sy thich thu sau sac’. Nhung réi lic vé tdi nha, t6i nhan ra thw tw
choi viét chit in, vay nén tat nhién né chi la thi dwgc ho gri kém tat ca cac
ban thao bi tir choi.
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“Té nhat la bac Ruth nhin thay géi buru pham truwée khi toi di hoc vé
nén da ma& no ra. That nhuc nha vi bac ay biét that bai cta toi.

“ “Ta hy vong qua chuyén nay, chau sé nhan ra tét hon hét dirng co
lang phi thém con tem nao cho céi thit vé van nhu thé nita, Em’ly. Nghi ma
xem, chau lai con twéng rang chau cé thé viét dwgc mot cau chuyén dang
dwgc xuat ban co day.’

“ ‘Chdau da c06 hai bai tho dwgc dang r6i.” t6i kéu 1én.
“Bac Ruth khit mii.

“ <0, tho. T4t nhién ho phai kiém tht gi d6 dé tram hét cac ngéc ngach

’

che.’

“Cé 1é dung thé that. Mot n6i budn chan ra roi tran ngap long t6i khi
t0i mang theo cau chuyén kém c6i ctia minh 1é buéc vé phong. Khi do, t6i
kha ‘théa nguyén néu dwoc lap day mot khodng trong nho nhoi’[1]. C6 khi
cac ban c6 thé nhét t6i vao trong mot cai dé khau ay cha.

[1] Loi bai tung ca “Father, I know that all my life” cia Anne Laetitia
Waring.

“Tap truyén cua t6i bi quan hét cac mép va nong mui thuoc 1a. Trong
toi day 1én y dinh do6t né di cho r6i.

“Khong, t6i sé khong lam thé! T6i sé mdt lan nita chép lai cau chuyén
va thtr sttc @ mot noi khac. Toi sé thanh cong!

“Nhin vao nhitng bai viét gan day cta td bdo nay, to6i nghi minh bat
dau c6 thé viét ma khong dung dén cac tr in nghiéng dugc roi. Nhung doéi

lic, cling can dén ching day.”

“Trang Non, H6 Blair.
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“24 thang Nam, 19...

“ ‘Nhin kia, mua dong da qua roi: mwa da tanh va tréi vao qua khi:
nhitng bong hoa 16 minh trén mat dat: da dén ldac loai chim riu ran tiéng
hét.’[2]

[2] Trich Kinh Thanh, Nha ca caa Solomon, 2:11.

“T6i dang ngoi trén bau ctra cia 6 ctra s6 mé rong noi can phong riéng
yéu dau. That dé chiu xiét bao khi thinh thoang luon dwgc quay vé day.
Ngoai kia, phu trén rirtng cay bui nha 6ng John Ngao Man, bau troi vang ém
ai 1ap lanh mot vi sao nhé trang vo cung, chi téda sang doc nhat tai diém troi
noi mau vang nhat nhoa dan thanh mau xanh con nhat hon. Xa xa dwdi
phuong Bac, ‘gitta mién dat troi ém ai chim dam trong bau khong khi binh
yén thanh than’[3], la nhitng toa lau dai may trang 1é mau cam thach hong
sam. Nghiéng nghiéng phia trén hang rao, mot cay anh dao dai bung hoa
chi chit nhw hang ha sa s6 nhitng con sau buém mau kem. Moi thit déu qua
dang yéu — ‘chi nhin thdi thi khong théa mat, chi nghe thdi thi khong thoa
tai.’[4]

[3] Trich trong Comus, a Mask cta John Milton (1608-1674).
[4] Trich Kinh Thanh, Giang su 1:8.

“Co6 nhiéu khi, t0i chgt nghi rang that chang dang bé cong c6 gang viét
bat ky diéu gi, trong khi moi thit déu von da dugc dién ta san trong Kinh
Thanh mot cach qua hay r6i. Chang han nhw cau tho t6i vira trich dan do...
né6 khién téi c6 cdm giac minh chi la mot ngwdi lun ding trieée ga khong 16.
Chi mwoi bon tir don gian... dy vay nhung dau dung ca chuc trang gidy
cling chang thé tim dwgc cach dién dat nao tot hon dé bay t6 cam xuc cua
con nguoi trong mua xuan.

“Chiéu nay, bac Jimmy va t6i da gieo hat cho tham ctc tay cda hai bac
chau. Hat giong dugc gii dén nhanh chéng. RS rang cong ty dé van chua
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pha san. Nhung bac Elizabeth cho rang ching la hang ton kho tir doi nao va
sé chang moc dugc dau.

“Chua Dean dang & nha; t6i qua chui ay xudng tham toi... chi Dean gia
yéu dau. Chu dy chang thay do6i gi ca. P6i mat xanh van xanh mgt mau
xanh tir xa xwa ay, khuén miéng dep dé van giit nguyén vé dep tir xa xua
ay, va khuon mat thd vi van y vé thad vi tir xa xwa ay. Chu ay nam 14y ca hai
ban tay t0i, nhin t0i nghiém nghi.

“ ‘Chau da khac nhiéu ro6i, Sao Troi a,” chu n6i. ‘“Tréng chau tran ngap
khong khi mua xuan hon bao gid hét. Nhung dirng cao 1én chit nao nita
nhé,” chu tiép tuc. “Ta khong mudn chau nhin xuéng ta dau.’

“Toi cling khong muon thé. T6i khong thich cao hon chi Dean. Nhw
thé thi c6 vé chang ding dan gi ca.

“Teddy cao hon t6i gan ba phan roi. Chd Dean néi nam vira r6i cau ay
vé da lén tay nhiéu. Ba Kent van ghét t6i. T6i nay, ltic ra ngoai di dao mot
minh giita bu6i hoang hén mua xuan, to6i da gap ba ay, ay vay nhung ba ay
con chang buon dirng lai n6i chuyén véi t6i... chi lwdt qua tdéi nhw mot
béng ma gitta troi chiéu chang vang. Luc di ngang qua, ba ay nhin t6i mot
thoang, va doi mat ba ay la hai cai ho tran ngap noi cam ghét. Theo t6i thay,
moi nam ba ay lai thém u sau kho sé.

“Trén duong di dao, toi da ghé qua chao Ngoi Nha Tuyét Vong.

“To6i thay buon thay cho né... n6 la mot ng6i nha chwa tirng dugc
song... mot ngoi nha van chwa hoan thanh st ménh ctia minh. Nhitng 6 ctra
sO bit chat khao khat nhom ra ngoai nhw thé dang hoai cong tim kiém thi
chang tai nao tim thay. Chwa tirng c6 anh sang gia dinh nao lap 1oe xuyén
chiéu qua ching trong 4nh chang vang mua hé hay dém t6i mua dong. Tuy
nhién, chang hiéu sao, t6i van cam thdy ng6i nha nho nay lu6n ap 4 wéc mao
ctia nd, va mot ngay nao do, gidc mo doé réi sé bién thanh sy thurc.
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“Udc gi toi la cha nhan caa no.

“T6i nay toi tan bé qua khap nhitng chon yéu thich ciia minh; ritng cay
bui nha ong John Ngao Man, Nha Nghi Mat Cua Emily, vieon cay an qua
cli, nghia dia bén ao, dwuong Hom Nay, t0i yéu con duwong nhé do. Vdi toi,
no duwong nhu la mot nguwoi ban tam tinh vay.

“T6i thay ‘tan b’ 1a mot tir dang yéu so vdi cac tir cung tredng nghia,
khong han bat nguon tir chinh ban than né giong nhw nhiéu tir khac, ma bai
vi no truyén tai mot cach hoan hdo y nghia an chita bén trong. Dau rang
trréc day chua tirng nghe thay tir nay, ta cling sé van biét dich xac y nghia
ctia no la gi, tdn b chi c6 thé mang nghia la tdn bo ma thoi.

“T6i ludn thay vui mirng moéi khi kham pha ra nhitng tir dep va thu vi.
Heé tim dugc mét tit mGi quyén rii nao la t6i lai thdy hoan hi chang khac gi
mot ké san tim kho bau va sé bt ritt mai khong yén cho t6i chirng nao da
dat n6 vao dugc trong cau.”

“29 thdng Nam, 19...
“T6i nay, bac Ruth vé nha mang theo vé mat dang sg.

“ ‘Em’ly, cai cau chuyén dang duwgc don thoi khap Shrewsbury nay la
sao day ha... rang t6i qua ngudi ta bat qua tang chau dang dirng trén pho
Queen trong vong tay mot nguwoi dan ong va hon anh ta?’

“Ngay lap tirc t6i hiéu ra moi chuyén. To6i nhitng mudén giam chan
binh bich... mudn pha 1én cwdi... mudn vo dau bit tai. Toan bo cau chuyén
nay quéa buon cuwdi, qua 16 bich. Nhung t6i phdi gitt vé nghiém tic va giai
thich dau duoi cho bac Ruth.

“Cau chuyén am muoi, xau xa da dién ra nhu thé nay.
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“Chiéu t6i ngay hom qua, Ilse va t6i ‘tdn bd’ doc phoé Queen. Buing lic
di qua nha ba gia Taylor thi ching toi gdp mot ngwoi dan ong. Toi khong
biét nguwdi nay... toi khong biét anh ta cao hay thap, gia hay tré, dep hay
xdu, den hay trang, Do Thai hay khong Do Thai, da két hon hay van con
doc than. Nhung t6i biét ngay hom dé anh ta van chwa cao rau!

“Anh ta budc di voi va. Roi mot chuyén xdy ra, chi vén ven trong
chép mat nhwng phai mat vai gidy mdi dién ta hét dwgc. T6i tranh sang bén
dé anh ta di qua... anh ta lai budc theo ding hwéng dé... téi lao sang
hwéng khéc... anh ta ciing thé... r6i nhitng twéng vira nhin thdy co hoi dé
vuot 1én tredc... anh ta x0ng tdi... thanh ra toi lai lao thang vao anh ta.
Nhan ra chang thé tranh dwgc vu va cham, anh ta bén vung ca hai tay ra...
t0i lao thang vao gitta... va bdi choang vang truéc vu dung do, hai canh tay
anh ta bat giac khép lai mot thodng quanh nguwoi toi trong khi mdi toi dap
thang vao cam anh ta.

“ “T6i... toi... rat xin 16i,” ngwoi dan 6ng toi nghiép d6 hon hén noi,
gidy ndy ra khoi ngudi to6i c& nhu thé viva dung phai hon than néng hirng
hue, r6i phi thang vao goc duong.

“Ilse choang vang dén sitng s0. Ban dy bao ca doi chwa ting ching
kién chuyén gi tha vi nhw vay. Chuyén xdy ra nhanh dén do néu ditng ngoai
nhin vao thi thé nao nguwoi ta cling cho rang téi va nguwoi dan ong dé da
dirng lai, cham cham nhin nhau mét lic, r6i sau dé dién cuéng lao vao vong
tay nhau.

“Miii t6i dau diéng. Ilse bao ding ltic chuyén xdy ra ban dy thay ba c6
Taylor dang nhom ra ngoai ctra s6. Tat nhién ba gia hay ngo6i 1& doi mach
do da lan la dwa chuyén khap noi theo ding cach dién giai cia ba ta.

“T6i giai thich toan bo cau chuyén vdi bac Ruth, nhirng bac ay van
khong khoi hoai nghi va cé vé van cho rang cau chuyén nay qua that qua
muc thiéu thuyét phuc.
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“ ‘La qua day nhi, gitta via hé rong dén hon bon mét ma chau lai
chang thé budc qua mét nguwdi dan 6ng ma khong 6m cham ldy anh ta,” bac
ay noi.

“ ‘Thoi ma, bac Ruth,” toi néi, ‘chau biét bac nghi chau la ké ranh
manh, khé lwdong, ngu ngoc va vé on bac nghia. Nhung bac cling biét ro
chau mang trong ngwdi mot nira dong mau Murray, va liéu bac c6 cho rang
bat ky nguwoi phu nit nao mang bat ky giot madu Murray nao chdy trong
huyét quan lai 6m cham ldy mot ngwdi ban nam ngay gitta dwong gitta pho
khong?’

“ <0, ta da nghi 1a chau khé c6 kha nang té ra mit dan may day dén
mic do,” ba Ruth thtra nhan. ‘Nhung ba Taylor lai bao ba ta da chitng kién
chuyén dé. Ai ai cling déu da nghe ké r6i. Ta khong thich trong nha lai c6
ngwoi bi ndi nay noi no theo kiéu d6. Néu chau dung cé bat chap 1oi ta
khuyén can ctt thé di choi cung Ilse Burnley thi da chang xay ra chuyén nay
r6i. Pirng c6 bao gio dé nhitng chuyén tinh co nhw thé xay ra lan nita day.’

“ ‘Nhitng chuyén nhuw thé xdy ra mot cach tinh co dau a,” t6i ndi.
‘Chung déu da dugc s6 phan dinh trudc hét roi.” «

“3 thang Sau, 19...

“Mién Chinh Tryc méi dep dé xiét bao. Toi c6 thé quay lai h6 Duong
Xi dé viét lach roi. Bac Ruth cuc ky nghi ngd hanh dong nay. Bac ay khong
bao gi®o’ quén rang t6i tirng co toi ‘gap go Perry’ & d6. H6 nwdc gio dang do
quyén rii nhd nam duwéi béng nhitng cdy duwong xi non. T6i nhin vao mat
nuwdc, twdng twong ra nd chinh la cai ho trong truyén thuyét, co6 thé chiéu té
twong lai cho nhitng ai soi minh xudng do6. T6i vé ra trong tam tri hinh anh
chinh minh dang nhén gét 1én buwdc tdi ho lic nta dém mot ngay trang
tron, quang vao gitra long ho mot mén dé quy gia nao dé roi rut ré nhin
canh twong vira bay ra trudc mat.
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“Liéu n6 sé chi cho minh thidy gi day? Puong Alps da dwgc chinh
phuc mot cach huy hoang? Hay that bai?

“Khong, khong bao gio c6 chuyén that bai!”
“9 théng Séu, 19...

“Tuan vtra roi la sinh nhat bac Ruth va t6i da tang bac dy mot chiéc
khan trang tri gitta ban do t6i tw théu. Bac dy cam on t6i nhung thai do co
phan citng nhac va c6 vé chang mady may quan tam dén no.

“T6i nay, t6i ngoi trong hoc cira s6 bén hong phong an, lam bai tap dai
sO dudi anh sang cud6i ngay. My canh ctra xép déu ma toang, va bac Ruth
dang noi chuyén cung ba Ince trong phong khach. To6i ct dinh ninh hai
nguoi biét toi dang ¢ bén hong nha, nhwng c6 1€ t6i da bi rém ctra che khuat
mat roi. Dot nhién t6i nghe nhac dén tén minh. Bac Ruth dang khoe vd&i ba
Ince tdm khan 16t gitta ban, vé kha hanh dién.

“ ‘Co chau Em’ly tang cai nay cho t6i lam qua sinh nhat day. Nhin
xem duong kim mii chi dep chua nay. Con bé khéo tay khau va theu thua
lam.’

“Pay c6 ding la bac Ruth khong vay? Toi ngac nhién dén sitng ca
nguoi, chang n6i nang nhic nhich gi duoc.

“ “‘Khau va théu thua thi da la gi so vdi sy thong minh cua con bé chw,’
ba Ince ndi. ‘T6i nghe noi hiéu trwdng Hardy van dang ky vong con bé sé
ding dau 16p trong ky thi cuéi nam day.’

“ ‘Me con bé, co em Juliet cta tdi dy, von thong minh sang lang lam
day,” bac Ruth noi.

“ “Ma con bé lai con xinh xan ntta chit,” ba Ince noi.
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“ ‘Cha con bé, Dougles Starr, von dep trai dén kho ai bi kip,” bac Ruth
noi.

“Dén dob thi ho bé ra ngoai. Vay la, it nhat mot lan trong doi, mot ké
nghe 1én da dugc nghe nguwdi khac néi diéu tot dep vé chinh minh!

“Ay vay ma lai 1a tir bac Ruth co day!”
“17 thang Sau, 19...

“Gio thi t6i khong con phai tat nén vao budi t6i nita, it nhat la khi van
chuva qua mugn. Bac Ruth cho phép toi thec khuya vi gio dang la ky thi
cu6i nam. Perry da lam thay Travers tic dién vi cau ta viét vao cudi bai
kiém tra dai s6 chit Matthew 7:5. Pén luc tra lai, thay Travers doc thay cau:
‘Hoi ké dao dirc gia, trede hét hay 1ay cay da ra khéi mat minh di, r6i méi
thdy rd ma lay cai rac ra khéi mat an hem minh dwgc.” Ai cling biét thay
Travers chi lam ra vé thé thoi chiv that ra chang gioéi giang gi trong mon
Toan. Vay nén thay dy ndi gian dung dung ném bai thi cua Perry di dé ‘coi
nhw sy tritng phat vi toi ldo xwgc’. That ra Perry toi nghiép da nham lan.
Cau ta chu dinh viét 1a Matthew 5:7. ‘Phuwdc cho nhitng ké hay thuong xot,
vi sé dugce thwong x6t!” Cau ta da tim gap thay Travers dé giai thich, nhung
thay Travers khong chiu nghe. Bén ltic do Ilse bén ra tay vao hang hum bat
cop, c6 nghia la, dén gap thay hiéu trwong Hardy, ké lai dau dudi cau
chuyén va xin thay ay no6i gium v@i thay Travers. Két qua la Perry van dugc
diém, nhung bi canh cdo lan sau dirtng c6 ma tim cach xuyén tac Kinh
Thanh ntra.

“28 thang Sau, 19...

“Nam hoc da két thac. T6i da gianh duwgc cai ghim cai ngbi sao. Pay
la m6t nam day trdi nghiém, hoc tdp chuyén can nhuwng cling tran ngap
nhitng sy kién thu vi, va rat nhiéu noi day dit. Gio day, t6i sap quay trd lai
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Trang Non yéu ddu, tan hwdng hai thang tuyét voi dam chim trong ty do va
hanh phuc.

“Trong ky nghi, tdi dinh sé viét mdt cudn sach lam vuon. T6i da nung
nau y twdng nay dwgc mot thoi gian va tir Iic ndy sinh y nghi nay, téi chang
tai nao viét truyén dugc nita. T6i sé thit sitc & mot loat tiéu luan vé khu
vuon cia bac Jimmy, moi tiéu luan sé dwgce két thic vé khu vieon cta bac
Jimmy, moi tiéu ludn sé dugc két thic bang mot bai tha. N6 khong chi la
cach thyc hanh hiéu qua ma con lam vui long bac Jimmy nira.”
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EMILY TREN DAI CAU VONG
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Chuong 12: Trudc Dau Hiéu Cua Pong Co Kho

“Tai sao chau lai lam mot chuyén nhw thé chit?” ba Ruth hoi; tat nhién
kém theo ca tiéng khit miii nita. B4t ct khi nao ba Ruth binh phdm vé mot
thit gi do6 1a y nhw rang sé phai kém theo mot tiéng khit miii, tham chi ké ca
nhitng lan ngwoi viét tiéu sit nay day 16 quén mat ma khong nhac téi.

“Pé kiém thém vai do nhét vao cai vi xep 1ép cua chau a,” Emily trd
10i.

Ky nghi két thic, cuén Sach lam vuwon da hoan thanh va dwoc doc
dinh ky cho 6ng Jimmy, dugi 4nh chiéu chang vang gitta thang Bdy thang
Tam, trong niém vui swéng vo bd clia 6ng; con gid da sang thang Chin, da
dén lic quay lai vdi treong 16p va viéc hoc hanh, véi Mién Chinh Truc, voi
bac Ruth. Vay voc Emily da dai hon chut xiu, mai téc lai dugc van 1én theo
phong cach “Bim téc Cadogan” kha thinh hanh thoi do, cao dén noi trén
thure té gan nhw “vot” han 1én; c6 da quay trd lai Shrewsbury dé hoan thanh
nam hoc thit hai; va cd vira néi v6i ba Ruth rang c6 dv dinh thu nay &
Shrewsbury sé lam viéc vao cac thir Bay.

Toa soan bao Thoi dai Shrewsbury dang 1én ké hoach phat hanh mdt
an pham dac biét cia Shrewsbury cé kém cd minh hoa, va Emily sé dén tat
ca nhitng noi c6 cé diéu kién di dugc, chao hang an pham nay dé thuyét
phuc moi nguwoi dat mua. Co chat vat mai cling nhan dwgc sy dong y cé
phan mién cudng ctia ba Elizabeth, mgt sy chap thudn ma han sé chang doi
nao gianh dugc néu ba Elizabeth van dang chi tra toan bo chi phi hoc hanh
cho Emily. Nhung 6ng Wallace lai dang tra tién sach v& va hoc phi cho c6,
va thinh thodng 6ng con khong quén bong gi6 v6i ba Elizabeth rang ong
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phai t& té va hao phéng lam thi mé&i lam thé dugc. Trong tham tam, ba
Elizabeth chang mdy quy mén ngudi em trai Wallace va ludn thay phan
cam vi 6ng ta chi giip d& Emily c6 chit xiu th6éi ma ci ra cai vé ta day tot
dep lam. Vay nén, khi Emily trinh bay rang trong su6t mua thu, c¢6 cé cach
dé dang kiém du tién dé trang trai it nhat la mot nita chi phi mua sach va
cho ca ndm hoc, ba Elizabeth danh dau hang. Ong Wallace sé& ty i néu ba,
Elizabeth, nhat muyc doi thanh toan khoan phi ciia Emily trong khi ong ta da
quyét dinh trd né roi, nhuwng 6ng lam gi c6 ly do chinh dang dé ma buc boi
v6i Emily vi c6 da tw minh kiém tién trang trdi cac chi phi. Liic nao 6ng ta
cha ra ra thuyét gido rang canh phu ni* nén to6 ra tw lyc canh sinh, rang ho
nén cé dua kha nang ti nu6i song ban than.

Mot khi ba Elizabeth da chap thuan thi ba Ruth cling chang phan doi
lam gi, nhung ba van khong tan thanh chuyén nay.

“Ctr thit nghi dén chuyén chau sé mot minh lang thang khap thi trdn

»
!

xem

“Qi, chau s& khéng di mot minh dau a. Ilse ciing sé di cing chau ma,”
Emily dap.

Co6 vé nhu ba Ruth chang thay nhuw thé thi cé gi t6t dep hon.
“Chuing chau sé bat dau vao thit Nam,” Emily noi.

“Vi cha thay Hiéu treédng Hardy m@i mat nén thit Sau treong sé nghi
hoc, va ba gio chiéu thit Nam 16p hoc cta bon chau da tan hét roi. T6i hom
do chung chau sé di chao hang ¢ duvong Tay.”

“Cho ta héi chit nhé, liéu cac chau cé dinh cam trai bén vé duong
khong day?”

“Qi, khoéng dau a. Ching chau s& ngli qua dém tai nha di caa Ilse &
Wiltney. Sau do, dén thit Sau, ching chau sé cat ngwoc lai dwong Tay, chao
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hang khap ca khu trong ngay hom do, roi dén t6i thit Sau sé nghi lai tai nha
nguoi quen cia Mary Carswell & St. Clair... roi dén thit Bay sé theo duong
Song di vé nha.”

“L6 bich khong dé dau cho hét,” ba Ruth néi. “Ttr xwa dén nay, chang
nguwoi nha Murray nao titng lam mot chuyén nhuw thé. Ta that chang hiéu néi
Elizabeth day. R6 la chang ding dan chit nao khi hai c6 bé nhu chau va
IIse m6t minh lang thang khap thi tran tan nhitng ba ngay.”

“Theo bac thi ching chau c6 thé gap chuyén gi mdi duwge chit?” Emily
hoi.

“Co thé xay ra du chuyén ddy,” ba Ruth nghiém trang dap.

Ba néi dung. Bu th chuyén cé thé xdy ra, va da xay ra, trong chuyén
du hanh d6; nhung bu6i chiéu th Nam, ca Emily lan Ilse déu 1én duong
trong tam trang hao hitng, hai c6 nit sinh 16 ng@ chi nhin thay cudc doi toan
mot mau hong va ha quyét tam sé vui vé ra tro. Emily dac biét cao hirng.
HO6m do6 c6 vira nhan dugce thém mot bitc mong trong hom thuw, trén goc in
dia chi cia mot to tap chi tam thwong, thong bao giti biéu co ba ky cta to
bao ndi trén lam nhuan but cho bai Vwon dém, bai tho duwgce dat lam phan
két cho cudén Sach lam vudn va von dugce ca c6 lan 6ng Jimmy danh gia la
vién ngoc quy cua tap sach. Emily da cat cuén Sach lam vuwon vao trong
chiéc ta trén mat 10 swdi & phong c6 tai Trang Non, nhung ¢6 da chép lai
cac “doan két” trong d6 dinh trong mua thu sé lan lwgt giri téi mot so toa
soan bao. Qua la diém tot khi ngay trong lan giti dau tién, bai tho da nhanh
chong dugce chap nhan.

“Nao, ta di thoi,” c6 noi, “bang qua nhitng rang doi dén chon xa

xdm’... mot cau néi xa xwa qua dé xiéu long ngusi! O phia sau nhitng ring
doi trvdc mat chung ta kia, cé thé la bat ¢ th gi.”
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“T6 hy vong sé thu nhap duwgc nhiéu tw liéu cho cac bai tiéu ludn cta
ching minh,” Ilse néi day thyc té.

Thay hiéu truédng Hardy da théng bao véi 16p tiéng Anh nam nhat
rang trong hoc ky mua thu, 6ng yéu cau bon ho phai hoan thanh may bai
tiéu luan, va Emily cung Ilse quyét dinh rang trong so6 cac bai tiéu luan cta
ho, it nhat phai c6 mot bai nhac dén nhitng trdi nghiém thuyét phuc moi
nguoi dat mua bao, dudi goc nhin riéng ré cia moi c6 gai. Thé 1a mot cong
doi viéc.

“Co6 1é t6i nay ching minh c lam viéc doc theo dwong Tay va cac
dwong nhanh cho dén khi tGi lach Thg San,” Emily néi. “Chiing minh phai
dén dugc d6 trudc hoang hon. R6i ching minh theo con dudong du mac
bang qua vung nong thon, xuyén ritng Malvern sang dén bia ritng bén Kkia,
kha gan Wiltney day. Chi mat nita gio di bo thoi, chi néu di vong qua
dwong Malvern thi sé mat ca tiéng dong ho day. Budi chiéu hom nay mdi
dang yéu lam sao cha!”

Chiéu hom dé qua la rat dang yéu, mot budi chiéu kiéu thé chi cé thé
dwgc mang dén gitta nhitng ngay thang Chin, khi mua hé 1én lut danh cap
thém mot ngay mo mong huy hoang nita. Nhitng canh dong dang mua thu
hoach tdam dam anh mat trdi chan chita khap khong gian: vé khac kho dén
mé nguwoi cda nhitng cay linh sam phwong Bac khién cho moi con dwong
hai c6 gai budc chan qua déu chim dam trong vé diéu ky say long: clc
hoang an quan quanh hang rao nhw nhitng dai ruy bang va ngon Itta té than
cta nhitng cay liéu lan déu dd dugc nhen lén trén hét thay cac vung dat
chdy nang doc theo nhitng con duwong héo lanh khuat lap gitta rang doi.
Nhung chang may chéc, hai c6 bé da nhan ra viéc chao hang dat bdo chang
phai chi toan nhitng diéu thd vi; dau vay, nhw 16i Ilse da noéi, chac chan ho
da kham pha dugc kha kha diéu vé ban chat con nguwoi dé dung cho cac bai
tiéu luan cua minh.
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Co6 mot 6ng gia hé Emily vira két thiic mot 161 nhan xét nao dé la lai
chém ngay vao mot tir “Hirm”. Bén ldc cubi, khi duge dé nghi dat mua béo,
ong ta bén tho 16 tra 101, “Khong.”

“Chau lay lam mirng vi lan nay ong khoéng néi ‘Hirm’ nita,” Emily
noi. “Cau do nghe cang luc cang té nhat.”

Ong gia trgn mét nhin chdm chim. .. r6i bat cwdi clng cuc.

“Liéu c6 c6 bat ky mdi lién hé nao vdi nhitng nguwdi nha Murray kiéu
ky khong vay? Ho6i con tré t6i tirng lam viéc & mot noi ngwoi ta goi la
Trang Non va mot nguwdi nha Murray — tén ba dy la Elizabeth — cling c6 16i
nhin kiéu cang ngao man giong hét nhw c6 vay.”

“Me chau la mot nguwoi mang ho Murray.”

“Toi cling nghi vay do; co c6 nhitng nét dac trung cua dong ho do.
Cha, hai do la day nhé, va c6 c6 thé ghi tén t6i vao. T6i van mudn xem qua
s0 dac biét do trwdc khi dat mua hon. T6i von khong thich mua da gau
tredc khi nhin thdy con gdu. Nhung cling dang bo ra hai do la dé chitng
kién mot Murray kiéu ky lan 16i dén moi moc ong gia Billy Scott dat mua
bao.”

“Sao cau khong lvom chat mat ong ta di?” Ilse hoi khi hai co gai da
roi di cho khac.
Emily dang buéc pham pham, dau ngang cao, anh mat toat 1én vé cau

kinh.

“T¢ di moi moi ngwoi mua bao chit khong phai dé thién ha ndy sinh
thém vai ba goa nita. T@ khong trong mong la moi chuyén sé xuoi chéo mat
mai tr dau dén cudi.”
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Lai c6 mot ngudi dan 6ng khac, sudt lic Emily trinh bay ci¢ cau nha
cau nhau mai, ay vay nhung, ding lic co6 da chuan bi tinh than san sang
dén nhan 10i tir choi thi 6ng ta lai dat mua lu6n nam so béo.

“Ong dy thich 1am nguoi khac that vong,” cd néi véi Ilse, trong lic ho
di xuéng dudng mon. “Ong 4y tha khién cho nguwdi khac thit vong mot
cach dé chju con hon la chang lam gi hét.”

Mot ngudoi khac thi lién thoang chtti ria, “khong nham cu thé vao cai
gi hét ma chi chung chung théi,” theo nhw 10i Ilse; con mdt 6ng gia khac
dang tinh dat bdo dén noi roi thi ty nhién vg 6ng ta nhay vao pha dam.

“Néu t6i ma la 6ng thi t6i sé khong lam thé dau, bo n6 a. Bién tap vién
cta to bao dé la mé6t ké vo dao day.”

“Ong ta chac chan la mé6t ké vo liém r6i,” “bd né” noi, roi cat tién trd
lai trong vi.

“Ngon lanh!” Emily 1am bam khi da thoat ra khoi tam nghe. “Minh
phai ghi nhanh chuyén nay vao cuén s6 Jimmy méi duwgce.” Nhu thong 1€,
phu ni* don tiép hai co bé bang thai do lich sy hon nhiéu so véi canh nam
gidi, nhung lai dat hang nhiéu hon. That ra, nguwdi phu nit duy nhat dat bao
la m6t phu nhan ludng tudi da bi Emily chinh phuc tinh cam bang cach lang
nghe vdi vé cam thong ban miéu td dai dang ddc cta ba luéng tudi vira
dwgc nhac dén & trén vé vé dep va nhitng wu diém cua chi meéo cung
Thomas da chét cta ba; tuy nhién phdi thira nhan rang dén Idc két thic cau
chuyén, Emily van thi tham riéng vdi Ilse, “Xin hdy mua t& Charlottetown
di.”

Trai nghiém té nhat cia ho la véi mot nguwdi dan ong xi va ho khong
tiéc 101 vi quan diém chinh tri cia ong ta khac véi quan diém chinh tri cia
t0 Thoi dai va cé vé nhu 6ng ta cho rang hai c6 gai phai chiu trach nhiém
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vé chuyén do6. Khi 6ng ta ding lai gitta chitng dé 1ay hoi, Emily bén ding
day.

“Pi ma da con cho ay, 6ng sé cam thdy dé chiu hon day,” c6 binh tinh
nai, trong lac hién ngang bo di. Ilse gian dén mitc tai ca nguoi.

“Cau c6 tin noi la ngwoi ta lai c6 thé té ra dang ghét dén mirc dé
khong?” ¢6 bung n6. “Mang mé ching minh c nhv thé ching minh phai
chiu trach nhiém cho quan diém chinh tri cta t¢ Thoi dai vay! Thé day...
de tai cho bai tiéu luan cua t& sé la Ban chat con ngudi tir diém nhin cia
nguoi chao hang. T¢ sé miéu ta nguwoi dan ong d6 va muong twgng ra canh
t¢ ndi véi 6ng ta tat ca nhitng diéu t¢ mudn nhwng Iic dé lai khong noi!”

Emily pha 1én cuoi; roi gian dit trd lai.

“Cau lam thé thi dugc. Dén viéc tra thu bang cach do té cling chang
thé... t¢ bi rang budc bdi 161 hita véi bac Elizabeth. TG sé phédi bam chac
vao hién thyc. Théi nao, dirng nghi dén ga tho 16 nita. Xét cho cung, ching
minh da kiém dwgc kha kha don dat hang roi; va ¢ kia c6 mot cum bu 16
trang chac han la noi & ctia cac nit than ritng; lai con ddm may trén nhitng
cay linh sam kia nao c6 khac gi bong ma nhat nhoa mau vang ctia mot dam

»

may.

“Dau vay, t6 chi mudén nghién lao ma ca rong do6 ra thanh cam,” Ilse

Tuy nhién, dén diém dirng tiép theo, ho trai qua khoang thaoi gian dé
chiu va dwgc moi ¢ lai dung bita t6i. Dén lic hoang hén, ho da hoan thanh
kha t6t cong viéc thuyét phuc moi nguwdi dat hang va thu thap dwoc kha kha
tro dua cot tréu choc riéng tw dé t6 diém niém vui cho nhiéu thang ngay
hoai niém. Hai c6 géi quyét dinh t6i dé sé khong di chao hang thém nita.
Ho van chua di xa dén tan lach Thg San nhung theo Emily, néu ho di tat twr
dia diém hién tai nay thi sé an toan. Rirtng Malvern khéng qua rong, va bat

https://thuviensach.vn



ké ho dang & cho nao di chang nita, chi can men theo bia ritng phia Bac dé
ra ngoai la ho c6 thé nhin thay Wiltney roi.

Hai c6 gai leo qua mot hang rao, tréo déi cat qua mot canh dong co
dap don hoa ctic tay, roi bi nuét chirtng vao giita canh rirng Malvern, cat
ngang cat doc qua hang chuc con duwong mon. Thé gidi bién mat sau lung
ho, chi con lai hai co gai don doc gitta 1anh dia cua vé dep hoang da. Emily
cam thay chuyén di b xuyén qua khu ritng qua ngan ngui, nhung Ilse, von
da mét moi va tredc doé bi giam 1én mot hon séi, lai c6 cam giac con duong
dai dang dac dén khé chiu. Emily thich tat cd moi thi & n6; cd thich ngam
nhin mai téc vang 6ng lap lanh anh nang cua Ilse 1ap 16 gitta nhitng than
cdy xanh xam, dudi nhitng canh cdy dai ngoang du dwa gitta khong trung;
co thich giai diéu mo ho nhw trong gidc mong cua nhitng chi chim ngai
ngu; co thich ngon gidé nhe tinh nghich luc hoang hon dang vira lang thang
vira tham thi giita ngon cay; co thich mui hwong thanh nha dén kho tin ctia
cdy cbi va hoa rirng; c6 thich nhitng cay duwong xi non 1a lw6t quét qua doi
mat ca chan mém mai nhw lua cuaa Ilse; c6 thich cai tht thanh manh mau
trang day khiéu kh

“Nay... chung minh & dau thé nay?” Ilse thit than héi. “Té chang thiy
c6 gi giong vdi Wiltney hét.”

Emily dot ngot dit khéi con mo mang va co gang xac dinh phuong
hwéng. Biém moc duy nhat xuat hién trong tam mat la mét ngon thap cao
vot trén ngon doi cach d6 mwoi dam.

“Troi a, d6é la ngon thap cta nha thd Co Poc & Indian Head,” c6 noi
dit khoat. “Va & dudi do chac han la dwong Hardscrabble. Ching minh han
da ré nham & dau do roi, Ilse a... ching minh da di ra bia ritng phia Dong
thay vi phia Bac.”

“Vay la chung minh da cach Wiltney nam ddm,” Ilse tuyét vong noi.
“T6¢ khong doi nao co thé di bo xa dén thé dwgc; va chiing minh khong thé
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quay tré lai qua dwong rirng kia nita; chi mwdi lam phuat nita thoi troi sé toi
den nhw myc mat réi. Chiing minh biét lam gi day?”

“Thtra nhan rang chiing minh da lac dwong va bién né thanh chuyén
tot dep,” Emily n6i mot cach binh tinh.

“Qi, chiing minh da lac that r6i, thuc t& ding 1a nhw thé,” Ilse rén ri,
yéu ¢t leo 1én ngoi trén cai hang rao xiéu veo, “nhuwng t& chang hiéu ching
minh sé lam cach nao dé bién chuyén nay thanh tét dep dugc. Ching minh
khong thé ¢ day sudt dém. Diéu duy nhat nén lam bay gio la di xuéng duwéi
d6 xem liéu c6 nha nao cho ching minh tro lai khong. Té khong thich vién
canh do6 dau. Néu dé la dwong Hardscrabble thi dan ¢ d6 ngheo 1am, va ban
thiu nita. Té¢ da nghe di Net ké vo khdi cau chuyén quai di vé duong
Hardscrabble r6i.”

“Sao chiing minh khong & lai day su6t dém?” Emily héi. Ilse nhin
Emily dé xem liéu c6 c6 néi nghiém tiuc khong; va nhan ra c6 qua c6é nghi
thé that.

“Ching minh biét ngi & dau mdi dugc ch? Vat nguwdi ngang qua cai
hang rao nay a?”

“Trén dong co6 kho kia kia,” Emily n6i. “Né méi d& xong mot nita...
ding phong cach Hardscrabble. Trén néc bang phang ma; c6 mot cai thang
dwa vao no6 kia; co kho rdo va sach sé; t6i nay dang gitta mua hé am ap; vao
thoi diém nay trong nam trdi khong c6 mudi; ching minh c6 thé dap 4o
choang Ién ngudi dé tranh swong dém. Sao lai khéng chii?”

Ilse nhin dong cé khé chat & goéc dong co nho; roi pha 1én cuwdi tan
thanh.

“Bac Ruth sé noi gi day nhi?”
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“Bac Ruth chang can phai biét dén chuyén nay lam gi. T sé té ra ranh
manh qua méc twdng twgng mot lan trong doi. Thém nita, t¢ ludn khao khat
dwgc ngd ngoai troi. B6 1a mot trong nhitng mong wéc tham kin ma td
nhitng twdng vinh vién chang bao gid dat dugc, béi té da bi rao gidu khap
noi khi ¢ cing cac bac cta t6. Thé ma gio né bat thinh linh roi vao giita
long t¢ y nhv mot mén qua dwgc cac vi than ném xudéng. Bung la mot may
man diéu ky.”

“Nh@& troi mura thi sao,” Ilse néi, dau vay van nhan thay y twdng ctia co
ban qua vo cung hap dan.

“Sé khong mwa dau; nao c6 nhin thdy dam may nao ngoai nhitng dam
may bong hong hong trang trang dang dun 1én phia trén Indian Head chi.
Chung thudc dang may luon mang lai cho t¢ cam giac mong moi dugc sai
canh bay vit 1én cao nhw chi chim dai bang r6i nhao xudng lao thang vao
gitra chung.”

Chang mdy kho6 khan dé leo 1én déng c6 kho nho d6. Hai cd gai nam
xuong dong cé, man nguyén thd dai, nhan ra ho mét moéi hon minh tuéng
nhiéu. Bun cé nay duwgc béi 1én tr nhitng nhanh c6 hoang thom ngat tw
dong cé nhé kia, va téa ra mot mui hwong quyén rii khong sao ta xiét, mot
th* hvong ma nhitng cay cé dugc ban tay con nguoi cham soc khong sao
c6 thé mang dén dwgc. Hai c6 gai chang nhin thay gi ngoai bau tréi ménh
mong mau hong nhat phia trén dau, lac dac may vi sao sém, cung vai
dwong vién nhat nhoa cia nhitng ngon cdy bao quanh canh dong. Ttng dan
doi va chim én khong ro duong nét chao liéng gitta khong trung, ndi bat
trén tam phong nén mau vang dang nhat dan & phuwong Tay; thoang thodng
mui réu, mui dvong xi ngay dudi tan cay phia trén hang rao; mot cap bach
dwong 14 rung trong géc dang cat giong noéi trong vat nhu tiéng bac, tham
thi ké cho nhau nghe nhitng cau chuyén ngo6i 1é doi mach cua khu ritng. Ho
cudi dua vdi nhau trong niém vui thi khong chit rang budc. Ho dot nhién
chim dam trong anh hwdng tir mot bua phép ¢ xwa, va phép thuat ctia bau
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troi cung ma thuat caa khu rirtng dan cai vao nhau dét nén cau than cha vo
phuwong thay doi cia mét bua phép day uy luc.

“Vé dang yéu dén mitc nay dwong nhw khong thwe,” Emily 1am bam.
“N6 qua tuyét voi dén do lam t¢ dau dén. TG khong dam noéi 16n tiéng vi
chi sg no sé bién mat. Hom nay chiing minh c6 by tic véi lao gia kho chiu
do6 cung vGi quan diém chinh tri tho 16 caa ldo ta khong, Ilse? Chao 6i, 6ng
ta c6 ton tai dau chit; du sao di nita cling khong ton tai trong thé giGi nay.
T& nghe thay tiéng Ba Gié dang chay trén doi bang nhitng buéc chan ém
ai, khé khang. T¢ sé mai mai nghi vé gi6 nhv mot con nguwoi. Ba la mot
nguwoi dan ba danh da khi thoi tir phia Bac, mot ngwoi tim kiém c6 don khi
thoi tr hwéng Bong, mot c6 gai dang cuwdi khanh khach khi dén ti hwdng
Tay, va toi nay, t* hwéng Nam t6i la mot nang tién bé nhé mau xam.”

“Lam sao ma cau lai nghi ra dugc nhitng thit nhw thé vay?” Ilse héi.
Pay la mot cau héi ma vi mot 1y do huyén bi nao d6 van luén canh canh
trong long Emily.

“T6¢ khong nghi ra ching... chiing c thé dén thoi,” c6 tra 10i c6 phan
coc loc.

Ilse bi giong noi nay choc tuc.
“Vi Chua, Emily, dirng c6 ky quac nhu thé!” co6 kéu 1én.

Trong chdp mat, thé gidi diéu ky ma ngay lic nay day Emily dang
song trong bong run rdy va nhap nhoa giong nhw mét hinh phéan chiéu trén
mat nwdc vira bi khudy dong. R6i sau do...

“Pirng tranh cai & day nhé,” c6 nai ni. “Ching minh cé thé day nhau
nga ra khoi dong co6 mat.”

Ilse bat cwoi khanh khach. Khi nguwoi ta da bat cuwoi mot cach sang
khodi thi that chang thé duy tri con gian dit dwgc. Vay nén budi téi dwdi
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nhitng vi sao cua ho da khong bi tran cai co nao pha héng. Hai c6 gai tham
thi tro chuyén mot lic, vé nhitng bi mat, nhitng wéc mo va noi sg hai cua
cac nit sinh. Tham chi, hai c6 ban con néi ca dén chuyén 1ap gia dinh trong
twong lai. Tat nhién 1é ra ho khong nén ban dén chuyén do, nhung hai c6
gai van lam thé. Co6 vé nhu Ilse hoi bi quan doi véi cac co hoi hon nhan cua
minh.

“Bon con trai ludn coi t@ nhe mot nguwoi ban than, nhung t¢ khong tin
la sé c6 ai that long yéu t6.”

“V§& van,” Emily tran an. “Chin phan muwdi dam con trai sé phai long
cau cho ma xem.”

“Nhung chinh ngudi tht muwdi mdi 1a nguwdi t& mudn,” Ilse 1 ril bao vé
quan diém ctia minh.

Sau dé hai c6 gai ban tan hau nhw vé hét thdy moi chuyén trén doi.
Cudi cung, ca hai nghiém trang 1ap thda thuan rang cho du sau nay ai trong
hai ngwdi chét trede di nita thi chi can c6 co hoi cling sé phai quay lai tim
nguoi kia. Biét bao nhiéu théa thuan kiéu thé tirng dwoc lap di kia chit! Va
liéu c6 mat thoa thuan nao nhw thé tirng dwgc thye hién hay chwa?

Roi Ilse bat dau ga gat va ngu thiép di mat. Nhung Emily khong ngu. ..
khong mudn nga. Co c6 cam giac troi dém qua dang yéu dén do chang tai
nao ngu duwgc. Co6 chi mudn nam thiéc chong chong tan hwéng khong khi
ban dém va ngam nggi vé hang ngan van de.

Sau nay, moi khi nhé vé bubi t6i dudi nhitng vi sao do, Emily luén coi
né nhw mot dau méc quan trong. Hét thdy moi thi thudc vé n6 va & trong
n6 déu vo vé bao boc c6. N6 lap day co bang vé dep ctia minh, dé roi dén
lwgt ¢o sau d6é han sé phai mang vé dep ay dén vdi thé gigi. Co chi wdc sao
minh c6 thé sang tao ra mot tir mau nhiém nao dé da kha nang dién ta diéu
nay.
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Vang trang tron vanh vanh nho 1én cao. Cé phai mot mu phu thay gia
déi mii chép nhon vira cwGi choi cat ngang qua mat trang khong nhi?
Khong phai, chi 1a m6t con doi va mot ngon cay déc can nho bén hang rao.
Co tirc thoi sang tdc mot bai thg, chang can chit né lwc ma cac dong cac
cau c thé ty ngan vang trong tam tri c6. Trong ban nang cua co, mot mat
co thich viét van xudi, nhuwng mat khac co6 lai thich viét tho. Téi nay, mat
ban nang nay da 4p ddo va tam tri c6 don hét vao giai diéu. Mot vi sao 16n
phap phong treo 1a la ngang bau trdi phia trén Indian Head. Emily mé mai
ngam nhin vi tinh td4, long bong nhé dén cau chuyén twdng tuwgng ngay xia
ctia Teddy, vé kiép trwdc ctia cau trén mot vi sao. Y nghi dé da tam ldy tri
twong twong cua cb, va Emily dét nén mot cudc doi trong mo, song trén
mot hanh tinh hanh phtic nao d6 xoay xung quanh vang thai duwong vi dai
xa xam do. R6i nhitng anh sang tir phwong Bac xuat hién, nhitng quang ltra
nhat 10 litng tr6i ngang bau troi, nhitng ngon mac anh sang dwong nhuw la vii
khi cua cac doan quan chon thién cung, cac dao quan nhgt nhat hay lang
tranh hét Iui lai tién. Emily ddm dudi ndm ngam nhin toan bd canh twgng
nay. Tam hon c6 da dwgc got rira thanh khiét nho tam dam trong sw huy
hoang. Co la dai tw té cia vé dep dang trong nghi 1é tho phung thiéng liéng,
va c0 biét nit than ctia minh la mim cuwdi.

Co6 lay lam murng vi Ilse da ngua. Lic nay, bat ky sy bau ban nhan thé
nao, ngay ca nhitng moéi quan hé than thwong nhat va hoan hao nhat, ciing
déu khién c6 thay xa la. Chi riéng ban than c6 da da théa man c6 réi, khéng
can tinh yéu, khong can sy bau ban, cling khong can bat ky cam xtc thé
nhan nao dé dudng boi niém hanh phic. Nhitng gidy phit nhu thé nay hoa
hoan ldm m@i xdy ra trong mot doi ngwoi, nhung khi da dén véi cude doi ai
dé roi, chung déu tuyét voi khon ta, nhw thé trong chdp mat sy hitu han da
bién thanh v6 han; nhu thé trong mot thoang loai nguwdi da dugc nang 1én
vao hang ngii thanh than; nhw thé toan bo sy xau xi da bi xéa sach, chi con
lai vé dep khong ti vét. Oi... vé dep... Emily run 1én trong vé dep ngat
ngdy thuan khiét d6. Co yéu nd, dém nay né da lap day sy song trong co
nhw chuwa bao gio nhu thé. Cé khong dam cit dong, khong dam thé, chi e sé
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pha v& céai dong chdy cua vé dep dang tudn tran trong cd. Cudc song nhw
mot nhac cu diéu ky duge dung dé tdu 1én nhitng ban hoa am siéu pham.

“Qi, lay Chtia, xin Nguoi hdy lam cho con xting dang véi né; 6i, hiy
lam cho con xitng dang v&i né di,” c6 nguyén cau. Liéu cé khi nao cd xing
dang vGi mot thong diép nhw thé khong; liéu cé khi nao c6 bao gan danh
liéu mang theo mdt phan vé dep cta “cudc doi thoai thiéng liéng” dé quay
vé v6i thé gigi thuwong nhat ctia bai chg nho nhudc, cia pho xa nhon nhao?
Co phai chia sé n6; c¢6 khong thé bo bo giit n6 cho riéng minh. Liéu thé gidi
c6 nghe thdy... c6 hiéu... c6 cdm nhan dugc? Chi can c6 mét long mét da
trung thanh vGi sy uy thac va chia sé dung tht ma c6 da nhan dwoc sy uy
thac, khong can biét roi sé dugc ngoi ca hay bi khién trach. Dai tu té ctia vé
dep... phdi, c6 sé khong phung su bat ky ng6i dén nao khac!

Co thiép ngu giita con ngdt ngdy nay; mo dén canh c6 chinh la nha tho
Hy Lap Sappho dang nhdy xudng tir vach da Leucadia; r6i tinh day, nhan
thdy minh dang & duwéi chan dong cé kho, khuén mat that kinh cta Ilse
dang ttr bén trén ngdé xudéng c6. May ma lic c6 nga xuong con kéo theo rat
nhiéu co6 kho, thanh ra ¢6 van c6 thé can trong phat biéu,

“Té nghi minh van con nguyén ven khong sttt mé gi.”
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EMILY TREN DAI CAU VONG

Lucy Maud Montgomery
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 13: Bén Cang

Khi ta dang mo mang trong gidc ngu, vang vang bén tai khtic thanh ca
ctia cac vi than ma roi lai bi danh thitc béi mot cd nga 16n nhao nhuc nha tw
trén dong cé kho xudng thi that chang khac gi phit trwdc con trén thién
dwong, phit sau da roi xudng dia nguc. Nhung it nhat, s cd6 do da danh
thitc ho vira kip lic dé chiém ngwdng vang thai dwong nho 1én trén Indian
Head, m6t canh twong dang dé hy sinh vai tiéng dong ho dau thoai mai
nhung qua nhat nhoa.

“Thém nita, tir tredc t6i nay t& chang bao gid biét mot cai mang nhén
l6ng lanh dinh hat swong dém héa ra lai thanh nha biét nhwong nao,” Emily
néi. “Nhin n6 ma xem... du duva gitta hai nhanh c6 cao mém nhw sgi 16ng
chim kia kia.”

“Ctr viét mot bai tho ca ngoi no di,” Ilse tréu, c6 bi doa cho phat
hoadng nén vira voi lam dau thanh gia.

“Chan cau sao roi?”
“Qi, khong van dé gi. Nhung téc t& wét nhep swong.”

“T6c té cling vay. Ching minh c@ bé mii ra mét lic, r6i mat troi sé
hong kh6 luén 4y ma. Lén duwdng sém thi cang tét. Chiing minh cé thé quay
tr& vé thé gigi van minh ding thoi diém an toan dé gap gd nguwoi khac. Chi
c6 diéu, ching minh sé phai ldy mdy cai banh quy gion trong tii dé lam bira
sang thoi. Gid chiing minh ma di kiém bita sang thi cling chang 6n, vi dau
c6 ly do hgp 1€ nao dé gidi thich xem chiing minh da nghi dém & dau chi.
Ilse, cau hay thé la sé khong bao gid nhac dén chuyén phiéu lwu nay véi bat
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ky ngwoi nao nhé. N6 dep that day, nhung n6 chi giit dugc vé dep dy chirng
nao chi cé hai da minh biét vé n6é ma thoi. Cau ctt nhé lai xem, sau khi
cau ké vé vu tam trang cta ching minh thi két qua ra sao.”

“Nguoi ta cé 16i tw duy kinh tém nhw thé day,” Ilse cau nhau, trugt
xuong khdi dong cé.

“Oi, nhin Indian Head kia. Ngay gidy phtit ndy, c6 1& t§ sin long lam
mot tin do phung thd mat troi.”

Ngon nui Indian Head tam trong dong anh sang huy hoang chéi loi.
Nhitng rdng doi xa xam chuyén sang mau dé tia tuyét dep duwdi nén troi ruc
r8. Ngay cad duong Hardscrabble trong trdi, xdu xi cling da bién hinh, toa
sang lap lanh trong tdm man swong mau bac. Nhitng canh dong, nhitng
rirng cay dang yéu xiét bao trong anh sang ngoc trai nhan nhat.

“Moi s6m binh minh, thé gigi luon dugc tré lai trong choc lat,” Emily
lam bam.

RO6i ¢ rut cudn s6 Jimmy ra khéi tii xach dé viét lai cau nay!

Ngay hom do, hai co gai da trai qua nhitng trai nghiém thong thuong
ma hét thdy nhitng nguwdi chao hang trén khap thé gi¢i nay déu da trai qua.
Co nguoi tr choi dat bdo, mot cach chang hé nha nhan; cé ngudi dat bao
v6i thai do lich sy; c6 ngudi tir chdi dac bao bang thai do than ai dén do
mang lai an twgng vo cung dé chiu; lai c6 ngudi dong y dat bao nhung lai
bang thai do cdm cau dén noi Emily chi wéc sao ho tir choi ludn di cho
xong. Nhung nhin chung, hai c6 gai kha thich thd budi sang dé, nhat 1a khi
mot bita trira s6m tuyét hdo trong mot trang trai hiéu khach trén duong Tay
da lap day cai da day trong rong von van qudn lén sau ca buoi t6i nam trén
dong cé kho, chi c6 vai cai banh quy 16t da.

“Chac la hém nay cac chau khong tinh co gap dia tré di lac nao nhi?”
vi chu nha hoi.
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“Khong a. C6 ai bi lac hay sao a?”

“Cau bé Allan Bradshaw, con trai Will Bradshaw, & ha lwu séng cho
mii Malvern da mat tich tr sdng thit Ba. Sang dé cau bé ra khdi nha, vira di
vira hat, thé roi ké tir d6 chang ai nhin thay hay nghe tin gi vé cau ay nita.”

Emily va Ilse nhin nhau bang hoang.
“Cau dy bao nhiéu tuoi a?”

“M6i bay tudi théi, lai la con mot. Nghe don nguwdi me toi nghiép cua
cau bé da quan tri hoan toan roéi. Sudt hai ngay nay, toan b6 canh dan 6ng &
mii Malvern déu tham gia vao cudc tim kiém, nhwng nguwoi ta chang hé
phat hién ra bat ky dau vét nao cia cau bé hét.”

“Cau ay da gap chuyén gi méGi dugc ch®!” Emily ndi, tadi nhot vi
hodng loan.

“D6 van la mé6t bi an. Cé ngudi cho la cau bé da nga khdi cau tau &
mi dat, cho do6 chi cach nha cau bé mot phan ti dam va cau bé von van
thich ng6i d6 ngam tau thuyén. Nhung sang do, chang ai nhin thdy béng
dang cau bé lang vang quanh cau tau hay trén cau. O phia Tay trang trai
Bradshaw c¢6 rat nhiéu dam lay, v6 khoi cac bai lay va ao h6. Cé ngudi cho
la cau bé chac han da lang thang ra dé roi lac duwong va chét mat roi... cac
chdu nhé khong, t6i thit Ba vira r6i troi rét cam cam ay. Me cau bé ciing
nghi la cau bé da ra ch6 do, va néu cac chau muon hoi y kién cua toi, thi toi
tin la ba dy doan ding ddy. Néu & bat ky noi nao khac thi han bao nhiéu
doan tim kiém kia da tim thdy cau bé dy r6i. Ho chang x6i tung khap ca
vung nay roi con gi.”

Cau chuyén am anh Emily sudt tr lic d6 cho dén tan cudi ngay, va
dau di dén dau c6 cling déu bi dé dwdi cai bong den cua n6. Bat ky chuyén
gi kiéu nhw thé nay déu khién c6 day ditt mai khéng yén. Co khong tai nao
chiu n6i moi khi nghi vé nguwdi me dang thwong ¢ miii Malvern. Lai con

https://thuviensach.vn



cau bé kia nita... cau dang ¢ dau? T6i hom qua, khi c6 dang nam dé ngat
ngay tan hwéng nhitng gid phut ty do phiéu lang thi cau da ¢ dau? Toi do
khong lanh... nhung t6i tht Tw thi c6. Va ¢6 khong tranh khéi rung minh
khi nhé lai budi t6i hom thit Ba, khi con bao mua thu dit doi quan thao cho
tGi tan binh minh, mwa da quang tdi tap, nwéc mwa quat vao ngwdi nhw kim
cham. Co phai cdu da ¢ ngoai troi gitra lic dat troi nhw thé khong, cau bé
mat tich dang thwong?

“Qi, t6 khong chiu dyng néi chuyén nay!” cd rén ri.

“Kinh khting qua,” Ilse dong y, trong sac mat co6 khong tot chit nao,
“nhung ching minh dau thé lam gi dwgc. Co nghi mai dén néd thi cling
ching ich lgi gi. Oi.” — Ilse dot nhién gidm chan thinh thich — “cha da ding
khi ngay xwa khong tin vao Chida. Mot chuyén khung khiép dén nhw thé
nay... chuyén nay lam sao c6 thé xdy ra néu c6 Chua that co chit... nghia la
mot vi Chua ding dan ay?”

“Chua chang lién quan gi dén chuyén nay hét,” Emily néi. “Cau ciing
thtra biét vi Chiia Quyén nang da tao nén budi t6i hom qua sé khong doi
nao mang dén diéu tan 4c nay.”

“Nhung ma Nguoi da khong ngan can né,” Ilse — von dang thay kho
s@ dén do chi mudn bat ca vii tru nay phai chiu trach nhiém cho noi dau
ddn cua co.

“Co6 Ié nguoi ta chi chwa tim thdy cdu bé Allan Bradshaw thoi... cau
ay phai dugc tim thay,” Emily kéu lén.

“Co tim thay thi cdu ay cling chang con song nita,” Ilse gian di¥ kéu.
“Khong, dirng noéi v6i té vé Chaa nita. Ciing dirng n6 néi vai té vé chuyén
nay nita. T¢ phai quén n6 di thoi... néu khong lam thé t& sé phat dién 1én
mat.”
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Ilse giam chan thém lan nita dé gat van dé nay ra khéi tam tri, trong
khi Emily ciing c6 gang khong nghi vé n6 nita. N6 lyc dau chang thanh
cong nhuwng c6 van ép minh hoi hgt quan tdim dén cong viéc trong ngay,
nhung c6 biét roé cau chuyén dang sg nay van lan khuat noi sau tham y thirc
cta c6. Chi c6 mét lic c6 thue long quén bang noé di, dé la khi ho ré vao
mot dwong nhanh gitta dwong S6ng Malvern va nhin thdy mot ngdi nha nhé
duwgce dung lén gitta bd mot con vinh khum khum bé xiu, mot doi co thoai
thodi dang nho 1én tir phia sau. Rai rac trén doi, nhitng cay linh sam non da
moi dang hinh dep dé ding don doc nhu nhitng ngon kim ty thap ti hon
mau xanh bi kéo dan ra mai. Chang con ng6i nha nao khac lot vao trong
tam mat. Bao quanh n6 la khung canh mua thu tinh mich, dang yéu vdi
dong song xanh nhgt uén lwgn ngoan ngoeo va nhitng mii dat vién van
sam do.

“Ngoi nha dé thudc vé t¢,” Emily néi.
Ilse tron mat.
“Thudc vé cau?”

“Pung vay. Tat nhién t¢ khong sd hitu n6. Nhung chang phai thinh
thodng cdu van nhin thdy nhitng ng6i nha ma cau biét rd n6 thudc vé cau
bat chap ai la nguwdi s hitu ching?”

Khong. Ilse khong nhuw thé. C6 khong mdy may y thitc dugc Emily
dang nadi gi.

“Té biét ai la chu nhan ngdi nha do day,” c6 néi. “Chinh la 6ng Scobie
& Kingsport. Ong dy xay né 1a nha nghi mat. Té da nghe di Net ké vé né6
lan & Wiltney vira 16i. N6 duwgc hoan thanh cach day may tuan. D6 1a mot
can nha nho xinh xan, nhung né qua nhé so véi t¢. T thich nha rong co.
T& khong mudn cé cdm giac bi bach ngdt ngat... nhat 1a vao mua he.
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“MGt ngoi nha rong rai chang may khi c6 tinh cach,” Emily tram ngam
néi. “Nhung gan nhw ng6i nha nho nao cling c6. Ngoi nha do dam dac tinh
cach. Khong mot 16i di, mot ngdc ngach nao lai khong 6m ap cua mot kho
chuyén. va nhitng 6 ctra s6 hai canh méi dang yéu biét chirng nao; nhat la 6
ctra sO0 nho cao tit nam ngay dudi mai hién nho ra phia bén trén cita chinh.
Nhéat dinh n6 dang mim cwoi véi t¢ day. Nhin n6 dang 14p lanh dwdi anh
mat troi nhw vién ngoc sang gan trén mai nha tham mau kia. Ngo6i nha nhé
dang chao don ching minh. Ban than mén oi, t6i yéu ban... t6i hiéu ban.
Noi theo cach ctia Gia Kelly d6, ‘Han khong bao gio c6 giot nwdc mat nao
roi dwdi mai nha cia ban.” Nguoi sap t6i song trong long ban chac han phai
la nguwoi tr t€, néu khong ho da chang bao gio nghi dén vay. Néu t6i song
trong long ban, ban yéu dau a, tdi nao toi cling sé dirtng bén 6 ctta s6 phia
Tay kia, vay chao ai d6 dang buwdc vé nha. Pay chinh la y nghia cua 6 cira
s0 do day... mot khung cita danh cho tinh yéu va sy chao don.”

“N6i xong vé ngdi nha ctia cau r6i thi tot hon hét chiing minh nén rao
chan 1én théi,” Ilse canh bao, “Sap c6 bao r6i day. Nhin may kia kia... va
ca dan mong bién kia nita. Mong bién chang bao gid bay xa dén thé nay trir
phi sap bao. Cé thé mwa bat ct lic nao day. Téi nay chiing minh sé khong
ngu trén dong c6 kho dau nhé, ban Emily.”

Emily tho than budc qua ngdi nha nho, anh mat lwu luyén mai cho tGi
tan khi n6 khuat han khéi tam nhin. Chon nhé nay thyc than thuwong xiét
bao, v6i nhitng day hoi tron bong, nhitng phién ngéi mau nau am 4p cung
bau khong khi mat thiét thwong van dwgc khoi 1én nho chia sé cting nhau
nhitng tro dua cot va bi mat. Trén duong leo 1én swon doi thoai thodi, c6
ngodi lai nhin n6 dén ca chuc lan, va chang kim noi tiéng thé dai khi cudi
cung ngbi nha cling chim khudt dugi tam nhin.

“Té chang mudn bo né lai chit nao. T¢ c6 mot cam giac ky cuc khon
xiét, Ilse a, rang n6 dang vay goi td; rang t¢ phai quay trd lai v4i no.”
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“Pirng c6 ngoc thé,” Ilse sot rudt noi. “Pay... gid thi mua da roi lac
dac roi day nay! Néu cdu khong mat bang ddy thoi gian nhin nhin ng6 ng6
cai tup léu bé ti d@ hoi cta cau thi bay gid chiing minh da & trén duong cai,
va con tim dwogc chd tro dén noi roi dy chit. Oi chao, lanh qué di mat!”

“Dém nay sé dang s¢ lam cho xem,” Emily khé néi. “Oi, Ilse, tbi nay
cau bé mat tich t6i nghiép kia & dau duwgc chiv? T chi wdc gi minh c6 thé
biét duwgc liéu ho da tim thiy cau ay hay chwa.”

“Thoi di!” Ilse phii phang noéi. “Ptng cé néi thém bat ky 16i nao vé
cau ta nita. Dang sg that day... ghé ron that day... nhung ching minh lam
gi duvgc cha?”

“Chang lam dwoc gi hét. Chuyén d6 mdi kinh khing. Cau bé dy van
dang mat tich, 4y vay ma ching ta van tiép tuc cong viéc ctia minh, tiép tuc
moi chao ngwdi ta mua bdo, chang phai déc ac qua sao.”

Pén lic nay, ho da ra dén duong cai. Bau khong khi thiéu thodi mai ct
vudng vat cho téi tan cudi budi chiéu. Thinh thodng, mwa d6 xudng quat
vao da thit nhw kim cham; nhitng ltic ngét mwa, khong khi vira lanh gia vira
am wét, cong thom tran gié khong ngirng tran troc rén ri titng con dwdi bau
troi sam si bao hiéu diém g@. Cit ghé vao bat ky ngoi nha nao, hai co gai lai
nghe nhac dén dita bé mat tich, vi dau dong y hay tir choi dat bao thi cling
chi c6 phu nit don tiép ho, hét thdy nam gidi da roi nha tim kiém cau hét
10i.

“Nhung bay gio thi chang ich lgi gi nita ro6i,” mot ngwoi phu nit rau ri
néi, “chi mong sao ho tim dwgc thi thé bé bong cta cau nhéc ay. Pa lau dén
thé nay roi thi thang bé lam sao ma séng noi chit. Ci¥ nghi dén ngudi me toi
nghiép cua ng, toi lai chang tai nao an uéng hay ndu nwéng dugc. Nghe bao
c6 ay phat dién roi... cling chang lay gi lam la.”
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“Nghe noi ba cu Margaret McIntyre kha binh tinh trwéc chuyén nay,”
nguoi phu nit ditng tu6i hon dang chan chan bén cira s6 néi, tay van khong
nging chap cac 6 vai lai véi nhau. “T6i ¢ twdng ba ay cling phat dién 1én
chit. Ba dy c6 vé yéu quy cau bé Allan lam.”

“Oi, ké tir hoi cau con trai Neil ctia ba dy chét vi lanh & Klondyke,
nam nam nay roi doi véi chuyén gi ma ba dy chang té ra binh than. Duwong
nhw ké tir ngay do, moi cdm xtuc cda ba dy cling bang lanh mat r6i... tir dao
d6 dau 6c ba dy thanh ra hoi c6 van dé. Ba dy chang may may lo lang gi vé
chuyén nay dau. Ba ay sé chi mim cwdi bao chinh ba dy da tét mong nha
vua day.”

Ca hai nguwdi phu nit cling bat cwdi. Von rat giéi danh hoi cac cau
chuyén, Emily 1ap titc ng®ri thdy mui mot cau chuyén, dau vay co khong co
co hoi lan lita san dudi né cho dén cung vi Ilse da thic giuc 1én duong.

“Ching minh phai di tiép th6i, Emily, néu khong ching minh sé chang
dén dwoc St.Clair truede khi troi toi dau.”

Chang may choc, hai c6 gai da nhan ra ho sé khong dén noi trude khi
troi toi. Dén khi hoang hon pha boéng, hai co6 gai van con cach St.Clair ba
dam duwong, va hét thdy moi dau hiéu déu chi ra t6i nay sé khong hé yén a.

“Chac chan ching minh khéng dén dwogc St.Clair r6i,” Ilse néi.
“Chang may ma troi sé mwa khong ngdt, va chi mwoi lam phit nita 1a troi
sé toi den nhu cé triéu con méo den dy. Tot hon hét, chiing minh hay tat vao
ngoi nha kia hoi thit xem ching minh c6 ¢ nho qua dem dugce khong. Nhin
noé cé vé am cung va dirng dan... tuy nhién cho do6 chac chan rat héo lanh.”

Ngbi nha Ilse vira chi, mot ng6i nha cii quét véi trang lgp mai xam,
nam ngay trudc mot ngon doi, gitta canh dong c6 ba 14 xanh mon mén. Mot
con dwong am wét mau dé ngoan ngoéo chay lén trén doi dan t6i ngoi nha.
Mot vat van sam ram rit chan ngang tam nhin tir ng6i nha ra bo vinh, va
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dang sau khoanh ritng d6, nhd mot hom dat nho xiu, mot vat bién xam hinh
tam gidc tung bot trang xo6a thap thoang lic mo lic t6. Gan dé, thung liing
roc rach sudi chdy ken dic dam van sam non dwgc con mwa nhuém mau
xanh tham tham. Nhitng ddam may xam ndng nhw chi treo lo lttng phia trén.
Bat chot, trong mot thoang diéu ky, vang mat trdi xé toang man may 16 ra
noi phuwong troi phia Tay. Ngay lap titc, doi cé ba 14 birng sang m6t mau
xanh rang rd dén kho ngd. Vat bién hinh tam giac lung linh sac tia phét
xanh. Trén nén doi mau ngoc luc bao, dwéi bau trdi tdéi den nhw muc dang
vay phu t¥ bé, ngoi nha cii k§ chang khac gi khoi cam thach trang nhgt
nhoa.

“Oi,” Emily hao hén, “t6 chwa titng nhin thdy bat ky thit gi tuyét voi
dén thé!”

Co quo quang nhuv dién trong tui, chop lay cuén s6 Jimmy. Dung cot
tru cta canh cong trén dong lam ban, Emily dwa lwi nhdm w6t cay but chi
dam nét va ham hd viét. Ilse ng6i xdm trén mot hon da & goc hang rao, cho
dgi v6i vé kién nhan day pho trwong. Ilse biét rd, mot khi Emily 10 ra vé
madt do thi sé chang tai nao 16i c6 di dau dwgc cho dén khi chinh c6 san
sang lén dwong. Khi Emily buéng tiéng thé dai man nguyén, cat cuén so
Jimmy tr@ vao trong tdi, vang mat troi da khuat béong va muwa lai bat dau
roi.

“T'¢ phai nam bat dwgc né, Ilse a.”

“Chang nhé cau khong thé dgi cho tdi khi dén duwgc cho kho rdo roi
viét lai theo tri nhé a?” Ilse cau nhau, viron nguwoi roi khoi tang da.

“Khong dwgc... dén luc do thi thé nao t¢ cling bé 16 phan nao mui vi
mat. Gio thi t¢ nam bat n6 mot cach tron ven... va bang nhitng tr ngi
chudn x4c tuyét déi. Di nao, t& sé& chay thi v&i cau t6i chd ngdi nha. Oi, hdy
ngtri mui gi6 kia ma xem... trén doi nay chang cé thit gi giong nhv lan gié
bién mdn moi... mot lan gié bién man moi hoang da. Xét cho cung, trong
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con bdo van c6 thit gi d6 tha vi. Ludn luén c6 mat thit gi dd, sau tham trong
tam hon t&, dwong nhw tréi day, nhdy vot ra ngoai hdi ngd cung con bao,
quay cudng cung con bao.”

“Thinh thodng t& cling c6 cam giac dé day, nhwng t6i nay thi khong,”
Ilse néi. “Té mét lam roi, lai con dira bé toi nghiép kia...”

“Qi!” Cam gidc han hoan hén hd cia Emily tan bién theo tiéng kéu
chat chita néi khé sé. “Oi, Ilse, t& nhat thoi quén mat... sao td lai thé dugc
co ch@! Cau bé do6 c6 thé ¢ cho nao dugc nhi?”

“Chét roi,” Ilse cay nghiét néi. “Tha nghi thé cho xong... con hon la
nghi rang dita bé d6 van dang con song... toi nay dang & ngoai duwong. Di
nao, ching minh phai kiém cho nao dé dé ghé vao thoi. Gio bao n6i manh
1én r6i day, chang con mwa lam ram nita dau.”

Mot phu nit gay tro xwong, quan minh trong chiéc tap dé trang ho bot
day cop nay dén do6 co 1€ chang can phdi mac thém mon dé nao khac, ra ma@
ctta moi hai c6 vao nha.

“0, c6 chiz, hin 1a cic chdu c6 thé nghi lai day duwoc,” ba noéi, khong
mady niém nd, “mién la cac chau c6 thé bé qua cho nhitng 16n x6n bat tién.
Moi nguoi & day dang gap chuyén buon.”

“Qi... chau rét tiéc,” Emily 14p bap, “Chiing chau s& khong quay ray
nita dau... dé chung chau di sang cho khac vay.”

“0, néu chau khong thdy phién vi ching t6i thi chiing tdi cling khong
lay lam phién vi cac chau dau. C6 mot phong trong ddy. Cac chau ci ty
nhién nhé. Troi dong bado thé nay thi cac chau lam sao di ngoai duwong
dwgc... di dwong nao thi cling chang c6 ngo6i nha nao khac dau. Cac chau
nén nghi lai day la hon. To6i sé chuan bi bita an nhe cho cdu chau. T6i
khong song & day, toi chi la hang x6m qua gitip ho mot tay thoi. Tén toi la
Hollinger, ba Julia Hollinger. Phu nhan Bradshaw khong phai kiéu nguoi
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dénh doang dau, c6 1é cac chau da nghe nhac dén dira con trai bé béng cua
co ay roi.”

“La cho nay sao a? Nguoi ta van chwa tim thay cau bé sao?”

“Chua... sé chang bao gio tim thdy dugc dau. T6i khong da dong gi
véi co dy” — kém theo cai liéc mat ra sau lwng nhin xu6i theo hanh lang —
“nhung theo y tdi cau bé da lot vao vung cat lin dwéi vinh roi. Toi thi toi
nghi thé day. Vao trong nha r6i cdi do ra di nao. Han la cac chau sé khong
thdy phién néu an trong bép chit. Phong lanh day, ching t6i van chwa dat 10
swdi trong phong dau. Néu c6 dam tang thi sé phai s6m b tri 16 suwéi thoi.
Nhung néu cau bé lot vao gitta viing cat Iun thi c6 1€ sé chang cé6 dam tang
dau. Khong c6 xac thi t6 chitc tang 1€ lam sao dugc chit, phai vay khong?”

Chuyén nay ding la kinh khung qua. Emily va Ilse san long di kiém
cho khéac... nhung bao da bung n6é con cuong no tron ven, bong t6i dwong
nhw dang tir bién khoi cuon cudn trat xuéng khap dat troi bién dang. Hai c6
gai cdi 16p 4o mii da w6t nhep roi theo ba kia vao bép, mot can phong sach
sé 10i thoi c6 vé twong doi vui mat dwdi anh dén cung anh 1ap bap bung.

“Pén ngoi canh bép Itta di. T6i s€ cdi Itta chay to hon chit nita. Bing
dé y dén cu Bradshaw. Cu a, day la hai c6 gac mu6n ¢ lai qua dém.”

Ong cu chidu d6i mit nhé mau xanh md mit, lanh ling nhin ho, khong
noi mot 101i.

“Dirng dé y dén ong ay” — bang giong thi tham — “6ng dy da hon chin
muoi tubi r6i va von khong phai nguwdi hay noi. Clara — ba Bradshaw - &
kia kia” — hat dau vé phia canh ctra thong v&i mot can phong nhé c6 vé nhw
la phong ngu sat bép. “Em trai c6 4y dang & cung c6 dy — bac si MclIntyre
tir Charlottetown. Hém qua chiing t6i da cho mdi 6ng dy. Ong 4y 1a ngudi
duy nhat c6 thé lam dugc gi do v6i co dy. Sudt ca ngay co ay cu di di lai lai
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mai, nhung ching t6i da thuyét phuc dugc c¢6 ay nam xuéng nghi mot lat.
Choéng cd6 ay da ra ngoai tim kiém Allan bé bong r6i.”

“Gitra thé ky 19 thi mét dita tré lam sao ma mat tich duwgc chit,” cu
Bradshaw noi, mot cach dot ngot va qua quyét dén ky la.

“Nao, nao, cu oi, xin cu ding c6 xuc dong thai qua ma lam gi. Va gio
da 1a thé ky 20 ro6i. Ong dy van dang song & thoi d6. Vai nam trude tri nhd
ctia 6ng dy da ding lai r6i. Tén hai chau la gi dy nhi? Burnley ha? Starr ha?
Tir Ho Blair a? O, thé thi hin hai chau biét nha Murray chi nhi? Chau gai
a? Oi cha!”

T “6i cha” cta ba Julia Hollinger thdm dam nhitng an y tinh té. Luc
ndy ba da nhanh nhen dat bat dia thitc an lén tdm vai dau sach sé trdi ban.
Gio ba gat ching sang mot bén, 16i ra mot tam vai trdi ban cat trong ngan
kéo tu bép, 14y tr mot ngan tu khac may cai thia nia bang bac, r6i lay tw
trén ké mot cap lo dwng mudi va hat tiéu rat dep.

“Pirng vi bon chau ma phién ha gi a,” Emily nai ni.

“Oi, c6 phién ha gi dau co chit. Gid moi chuyén & diy ma ém dep ca
thi chdu sé thdy Bradshaw mirng lam vi gap duwoc chau ddy. Co ay von rat
tot bung, nguwdi phu nit toi nghiép. That khé ma kiém long dwgc khi nhin co
ay 1am vao tinh canh nhw thé nay. Allan la dita con doc nhat cia co ay, cac
chau thay roi day.”

“Ta da bao roi, gitta thé ky 19 thi mot diva tré lam sao ma mat tich
dwgc ch®,” cu Bradshaw nhac lai, gian dit chuyén sang nhan manh vao tu
khac.

“Khong dau... khéng dau,” bang giong diu dang, “tat nhién la khong
16i, cu a. Bé Allan ro6i sé khoe manh quay vé théi. Co coc tra néng cho cu
nay. Cu nén uong di thi hon. Thi d6 sé gitip 6ng ay binh tinh chut it. N6i
thé théi chit khong phéi 6ng dy hay om som nhdng xi 1én dau; chi c6 diéu

https://thuviensach.vn



moi nguwdi déu co6 chit lo lang khong yén; chi triv ba cu Mclntyre. T trudc
tGi nay, chang thir gi lam ba ay lo lang khong yén cd. Ké ra thé ciing toosrt,
chi c6é diéu t6i luén c6 cdm gidc dwong nhw thé thi that sat da qua. Tat
nhién, ba 4y dau phai ngudi hoan hdo. Nao, ng6i xuéng an mot miéng di,
cac cb gai. Cac chau nghe thay tiéng muwa kia chit? Moi nguoi sé w6t siing
cho xem. Tdi nay ho chang thé tim kiém lau hon dugc nita... chang may
choc Will sé vé nha thoi. Toi phan nao thay sg day... Clara roi sé lai phat
dién phat dai khi 6ng dy khong vé cung bé Allan cho xem. T6i qua chuing ta
dén la kho s& vdi c6 ay, that toi nghiép.”

“Gitra thé ky 19 thi mét dita tré lam sao ma mat tich dwgc chit,” cu
Bradshaw néi — va gian dit qua dam mac nghen gitta lic dang uéng c6c
nuwéc néng hoi.

“Khong... giita thé ky 20 cling khong,” ba Hollinger néi, vo v0 vao
leng 6ng. “Cu lén giwvdong ngu di thoi, cu a. Cu da mét roi.”

“Ta khong mét va lic nao muodn ta sé 1én giwong, Julia Hollinger.”

“Oi chao, dugc r6i, cu a. Cu dung c6 cau kinh ma lam gi. C6 1€ toi nén
mang mot tach tra vao cho Clara. Cé khi bay gio co6 ay sé uong ciing nén.
T t6i tht Ba dén gid co ay da an uong gi dau. Thi héi ¢t thé thi phu ni
lam sao ma chiu no6i?”

Emily va Ilse c6 gang huy dong hét cam gidc ngon miéng dé an bita

toi dwdi anh mat soi mo6i ngd vuc cia cu Bradshaw va giita sy bta vay cta
nhitng am thanh sau ndo dang vong ra tir can phong nho bén trong.

“T6i nay lanh gia w6t at... thang bé ¢ dau roi... dita con bé béng cia
t0i dau ro6i?” mot giong phu nit rén ri, chat chita noi thong kho khién Emily
dau dén y nhw thé do la cdm xtc xudt phat tir trong long co.

“Nguoi ta sé tim thiy thang bé sém thoi, Clara,” ba Hollinger ai ti
bang giong s6i n6i khong chit that tam. “Chi can c6 kién nhan la dugc...
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toi khuyén c6 nén chgp mat di... chac chan ho sé sém tim thdy thang bé
thoi.”

“Ho sé chang bao gio tim thaya thang bé dau.” Giong néi gio gan nhu
da bién thanh tiéng kéu gao. “N6 da chét r6i... n6 chét roi... né da chét tw
tan cai dém thit Ba lanh budt da buét thit dy roi. Oi Chia oi, xin Ngudi ra
long thwong! Thang bé con bé béng xiét bao! Ma t6i thi c ludn miéng
nhac nhd n6 ding c6 m@ miéng ra néi trev phi c6 nguwoi néi chuyén véi nd
tride... nd sé chang bao gid néi chuyén vdi toi nita. Trude gio hé nd 1én
givong di ngn la to6i déu khong cho phép né dé nén sang... va n6 da chét
trong canh tdi tam, gitta cd6 don lanh 18o. Trwéc gio toi khong cho phép né
nuodi cho... ma no thi lai khat khao c6 mot con ché dén vay. Nhung gio nd
chang khat khao gi ca... chi m6t ndm mo va tdm vai liém ma thoi.”

“T6¢ khong chiu néi canh nay,” Emily lam bam. “Té& khong thé, Ilse a.
T& c6 cam gidc minh sap kinh hai dén phat dién 1én r6i. Té tha & ngoai gitra
troi bao con hon.”

Ba Hollinger, dang nguoi dong dong, khuon madt toat 1én vé cam thong
va nghiém nghi, budc ra khoi phong ngu va dong cwa lai.

“That kinh khung, phai khong! C6 ay sé ctt thé nay ca toi cho xem.
Cac chau da muodn di nga chwa? Troi van con sém, nhung han hai chau mét
roi va c6 khi t6t hon la nén & chd nao ma cac chau khong nghe dwgc tiéng
6 ay, that tdi nghiép. Co6 ay khong chiu dung tra... cd ay sg bac si bo thudc
ngu vao trong do. Co6 ay khong mudn ngu chirng nao con chwa tim thay
thang bé, dau song hay chét cling mac long. Néu thang bé ma bi ket & viing
cat lan r6i thi nhién ngudi ta sé chang bao gio tim thay né.”

“Julia Hollinger, nha chi dung la do6 ngoc va la con gai ctia mét ké
ngoc, nhung chac chan ngay ca chi cling phai hiéu rdo mot diva tré khong thé
mat tich gitta thé ky 19 dwoc,” cu Bradshaw noi.
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“Qi chao, néu khong phai cu ma 1a bat cit ké nao khac goi toi 1a do
ngoc, cu a, t6i sé phat dién lén cho xem,” ba Hollinger noi, giong nhuém
chit chanh chua. Ba thdp sang mot cay dén réi dan hai c6 gai 1én lau. “Hy
vong hai chau sé ngt dugc. Ta khuyén hai chau ct quan chan vao di, mac
du trén giwvong cé khan trai givong day. Hom nay ching da dugc dem phoi
phoéng hét roi, ca chan lan khan trai giwong. Ta nghi to6t hon hét 1a dem phoi
phong hét di phong khi phai t6 chitc dam tang. Ta con nhd ngudi nha
Murray & Trang Non ludn chua trong dén viéc phoi phéng chan ném, vay
nén ta méi nhac dén chuyén nay. Nghe tran gié kia kia. C6 1é chiing ta sé
nghe thdy sy tan pha khung khi€p ma con bao nay gay nén. Ta sé chang lay
lam ngac nhién néu t6i nay mai nha nay bi théi toc di mat. Hoa v6 don chi.
Néu gitta dém ma nghe thdy tiéng on thi ta khuyén cac chau ché nén lo lang
lam chi. Néu canh dan 6ng ma mang thi thé vé nha thi rat c6 kha nang
Clara sé hanh x& nhw bi ma am cho xem, that tot nghiép. C6 1€ tot hon hét
cac chau c khoa ctra vao. Thinh thodng ba cu McIntyre van hay di lang
thang khap nha day. Cu ay kha v6 hai va néi chung van twong déi tinh tao,
nhung dung gi thi chuyén dé van khién dan tinh phai giat ca minh.”

Hai c6 gai thdy nhe ca long khi canh ctta déng lai sau lung ba
Hollinger. Ba la nguoi tir té, vGi tu cach hang x6m lang giéng, nhitng gi nén
lam ba déu lam, nhung ba khong han 1a mot ngwdi bau ban vui vé. Hai c6
gai nhan thdy minh dang & trong mot “can phong danh cho khach” bé ti hin
ngay dwdi mai hién thoai thodi, gon gang khong ché vao dau dugc. Phan
16n khong gian trong phong da bi chiém dung chom mot cai giwvong 16n dm
ctiing, nhin c nhw dwgc sinh ra dé lam cho cho ngwoi ta nam nga vay, va
tuyét nhién khong cé chut tac dung trang tri gi cho can phong. Mot ctra s6
nho lap bon 6 kinh, dugc che bgi tdim rém muslin trang tinh, bao boc hai c6
gai tranh xa khdi man dém lanh gia bao dong dang gidng trén mat bién.

“Eo 0i,” Ilse rung minh, chui ngay vao giwdng bang van toc toi da.
Emily noi theo sau, c6 phan cham hon mot chit, quén béng mat khoan
khoa ctra. Von da mét rii ca nguoi, Ilse gan nhu dat lung xudng la ngti ngay
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1ap tic, nhung Emily thi ¢ tran troc mai. Co kho s& nam do, cang tai ra
nghe ngong tiéng buwéc chan. Mwa quat vao cira s6, khong phai tirng giot
tirng giot ma trut thanh cad dong, gi6 gam gao ru tit. Tt dwdi doi, co nghe
vong lén tiéng nhitng con song trang x6a dang nghién ngau can xé doc bo
bién t6i den tham tham. Liéu c6 thé nao méi chi hai muoi tw gid dong ho
troi qua sau dém mua hé huyén do trang sang vang vac trén dong cé kho
gitta dong duong xi? Chao 0i, at han dé phai la canh twgng tir mét thé gidi
khac.

Pi7a tré mat tich tdi nghiép dé dang & dau? Trong mot nhip nghi gitta
chirng ctia con bao, c6 mo ho twdng nhw minh da nghe thay tiéng thut thit
yéu 6t gitta khong trung t6i den cao voi, nhw thé mdt linh hén bé bong co
don nao d6 méi vira thoat khoi than xac, gio dang c6 gang tim duwdong quay
trd lai vdi gia dinh. C6 khong cach nao tron tranh duwgc noi dau dang vo xé:
nhitng canh cong giac mo da dong sap lai tredc mat c6: co khong thé tach
suy nghi rdi khoi cam xtic cia minh dé ma mang lai kich tinh cho ching.
Tri ndo c6 cang ra nhu sgi day dan. C6 dau dén day suy nghi cia minh vao
con bao ngoai kia dé ma tim kiém, dé ma cat lwc choc thiing tdm man bi an
che phu noi dia bé dang &. Cau bé dy phdi dugc tim thay... co siét chat hai
ban tay... cau bé dy phai nhw vay. Nguwoi me toi nghiép!

“Qi, lay Chua, xin hdy dé& cau bé dugc tim thdy, an toan... xin hiy dé
cau bé dugc tim thay, an toan,” Emily cau nguyén trong tuyét vong va co
chédp, hét lan nay dén lan khac — cang lic cang tuyét vong hon, c6 chap
hon, vi dwdng nhw n6 1a mot 16i cau nguyén co qua it co hdi dugce dap tng.
Dau vay, c6 van khong ngirng 1ap lai 16i nguyén do6, hong ngan can tam tri
minh khoi nghi dén nhitng hinh dung khung khiép vé dam lay, vé cat lin va
song nuwéc, cho t6i tan khi, cudi cung co cling mét moi dén do sy tra tan
tinh than khong con du sic gitr co6 thitc chong chong duwoc nita, va c6 chim
vao mot gidc ngu day bat an, trong khi con bao van thét gao va doan tim
kiém that bai cudi cung ciing ti* bé cudc truy lung vo vong.
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Chuong 14: Nguoi Phu Nit Twng Pét Mong Dirc Vua

Khi con bao da doc can sitc e ciia minh, binh minh am wét 16 rang twr
dwéi vinh, chdm rai mang theo sac mau am dam tredn vao can phong nhé
danh cho khach ctia ng6i nha quét voi trang trén doi. Emily giat minh thitc
day, thoat ra khoi gidc mong hon loan, mo thay canh dang tim kiém — va
tim thdy — cau bé mat tich. Nhung gio thi c6 khong thé nhd noi ¢6 da tim
thdy cau bé & nai nao. Ilse van dang ndm ngu noi cudi giwong, nhitng lon
toc vang nhat x0a trén goi nhw mot xap to day. Tam tri van viedng vat trong
tam mang nhén gidc mo kia, Emily dwa minh mat nhin quanh phong... chac
mam minh han van dang trong gidc mong.

Bén canh chiéc ban ti hon phu tdm khan vién dang ten trang tinh, mot
ngwoi phu ni* dang ngoi — mot ba gia cao rdo, dam ngudi, trén mai toc bac
day doi mot chi€c mi géa phu trang phuc trang tinh, y nhw kiéu mii quen
thudc cua nhitng ba gia ving cao nguyén Scotland héi dau thé ky. Ba mac
chiéc vay da th6 mau man chin kém chiéc tap dé trang cd 16n, va ba mac
trang phuc d6 vdi phong thai cia mot ni¥ hoang. Mot chiéc khan choang
mau xanh da troi gon gang phu tredc nguce ba. Khuon mat ba trang dén la
ky va han sau nhitng nép nhan, nhung, véi thién phd nhin ra dugc ban chat
ctia moi s, Emilt ngay 1ap titc da nhan thay sitc manh va sy nhiét tinh van
khac hoa Ién moi dwong nét. Va tir doi mat xanh trong veo xinh dep kia, co
cling nhan thdy dwong nhw chi nhan cta né da nhiéu khi phai chiu nhitng
ton thwong vé cung sau sac. Pay at han chinh la ba cu McIntyre ma ba
Hollinger titng nhac téi. Va néu ding nhu vay, ba cu McIntyre qua that la
mot nhan vat rat dang kinh trong.
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Ba MclIntyre ngoi do, hai ban tay dan vao nhau tp trén long, diém tinh
nhin Emily bang 4nh mat chat chita mot diéu gi d6 kho dién ta nén 10i —
mot diéu gi do dich thyc hoi ky la. Emily nhé nguwdi ta don ba Mclntyre la
nguwoi “khong tinh tdo”. C6 c6 phan bt ritt, ban khoan khong biét minh
nén lam gi mdi phai. Co co6 nén nodi gi khong nhi? Ba Mclntyre da tranh cho
cd khoi phéi quyét dinh.

“T6 tién cta chau han phéi c6 nguwdi ¢ vung cao nguyén Scotland
phong?” ba héi, giong n6i am 4p va uy quyén dén khong ngo, dam dac am
sac hap dan cta vung cao nguyén Scotland.

“Vang a,” Emily dap.
“Chau la tin do Giao héi Truwéng lao phong?”
ccvang a-”

“Chi c6 moi ho méi duwge coi la nguwoi tr té ding dan thoi,” ba
McIntyre binh luan bang giong hai long. “Va chéau sé vui long cho ta biét
tén chau la gi cht? Emily Starr a! D6 qua la mot céi tén rat dep. Ta sé ndi
cho chau biét tén cuda ta — d6 la phu nhan Margaret McIntyre. Ta khong phai
nguwoi tam thuwong dau nhé... ta chinh la Ngwdoi phu nit titng dét mong dirc
vua day.”

Mot 1an nita, Emily, lic nay da hoan toan tinh tdo, hoi hop dén run ca
nguoi vi ban nang cua nguwdi ké chuyén da bi danh thitc. Nhung Ilse, ding
lic nay lai vira tinh gidc, khé kéu 1én ngac nhién. Phu nhan McIntyre ngang
dau 1én trong mot cr chi day vuong gia.

“Khong can phdi s ta dau, chau gai yéu dau. Ta sé khong lam hai gi
chau dau, mdc du ta chinh la ngwoi da dét mong nha vua. Moi ngudi van
néi vé ta nhu thé day... 6i chao, ding vay... khi ta budc vao nha tho. ‘Ba
ay chinh la Nguwoi phu nit titng dét mong ditc vua day.” ”
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“Theo chau thdy,” Emily ngadp ngirng noi, “cé 1é chiing chau nén day
thoi.”

“Chau sé khong day khéi giwong cho tGi chirng nao ta da ké cho chau
nghe xong cau chuyén cua ta,” phu nhan Mclntyre néi chac nhw dinh dong
cot. “Ngay tur ltc nhin thdy chau, ta da biét ngay chau chinh la nguwdi nén
nghe cau chuyén nay. Chau khong c6 nwéc da hong hao lam va ta cling sé
khong néi rang chau la nguoi rit xinh dep dau... 6i chao, khong dau.
Nhung chau c6 doi ban tay nhé nhan va doi tai nhé... ta van luén cho rang
do chinh la doi tai cua cac nang tien. Co gai dang ¢ bén canh chau day, co
bé ay riet xinh dep va sé la ngwoi vo ritt dam dang cia mot nguwdi dan 6ng
dep trai... cO gai dy la ngwoi thong minh lanh lgi, 6i chao, ding vay...
nhuwng chau c6 ca tinh va chau chinh la ngwoi sé dugce ta ké cho nghe cau
chuyén cua ta.”

“Dé ba dy ké di,” Ilse thi tham. “T¢ dang to mo chét di duwgc, chi
muon nghe xem cau chuyén ditc vua bi dét mong 1a nhw thé nao.”

Gio da nhan ra trong treong hgp nay thi con lau méi c6 chuyén “dé
nay dé no”, ma chi con cach ct ndm yén do6 lang nghe phu nhan Mclntyre
nai, bat ké ba muon néi gi di chang nita, Emily bén gat dau.

“Chau khong dung hai ngdn ngit phong? Y ta 1a tiéng Celt ay.”
Nhuw bi bo bua, Emily lac mai dau den.

“That ti€c qua, vi cau chuyén cia ta ma nghe qua tiéng Anh thi khong
dwgc hay ho nhw thé nita... 6i chao, khong dau. Thé nao chau ciing tw nhu
ba gia nay at han dang mo, nhung chau nham r6i, vi cau chuyén ta sap ké
cho chau nghe day la chuyén nguoi thuce viéc thuc... 6i chao, ding vay day.
Ta da dét mong dirc vua. Tat nhién hoi d6 ngai ay van chua Ién ng6i... ngai
ay m@i chi la hoang t bé va con chwa qua chin tuéi co... ding bang do
tudi bé Alec nha ta. Nhung ta phdi ké tit dau méi duwgc, néu khong chau sé
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chdang hiéu at giap gi hét. Chuyén xdy ra ti lau lau lam r6i, tham chi con
trwdc cd khi ching ta roi Qué Cii co. Chong ta la Alistair McIntyre va 6ng
ay thuong chan ctru gan lau dai Balmoral. Alistair 1a mot nguwdi dan ong rit
dep trai va ching ta song riit hanh phtic. N6i nhw thé khong c6 nghia la
thinh thodng chiing ta khong cdi co mot tran... 6i chao, khéng dau, thé thi
rit té nhat. Nhuwng mot khi da lam hoa r6i thi ching ta cang yéu thuong
nhau hon bao gio hét. Va ngay ca ta héi dé trong ciing rit xinh xan. Qua
bao nhiéu thang nam thi gio ta da cang ngay cang béo ra r6i, nhung hoi dé
ta rit manh khanh xinh dep... 6i chao, ding vay day, diéu ta dang ké véi
chau diung la chuyén that mot tram phan tram, mdc du ta thdy han chau
dang giau mat sau 6ng tay 4o ma cuwdi nhao ta. Khi nao dén tdm muoi tudi
thi chdu sé hiéu ré hon vé chuyén nay thoi.

“Han chau van con nhé rang c6 1é nit hoang Victoria va hoang than
Albert c¢ hé dén lai t6i Balmoral, dua theo ca con cdi, va ho chi dan theo
sO ngwoi hau toi thiéu ma ho can, vi ho khong mudn 6n ao nhang xi ma chi
muon c6 khoang thgi gian thoai mai binh yén giéng nhw nhitng ngudi dan
binh thwvdng. Vao ngay Chua nhdt, thinh thodng ho lai di bd xuéng nha tho
gitta thung ling hep dé nghe ngai Donal MacPherson giang dao. Ngai
Donal MacPherson la mét ngudi cau nguyén rit tai ndng va éng dy khong
thich c6 nguwdi bude vao nha the gitta lic 6ng dy dang thuyét giang. Ong Ay
thé nao ciing sé& dirng lai roi bao, ‘Oi lay Chua, chiing ta sé phai doi cho téi
tan khi ngai Jim Lén nguwdi Scotland yén vi d3,’... 6i chao, ding thé day.
Ho6i do6 ta nghe n6i hom sau nit hoang ci¢ cwdi subt... cwdi ngai Jim Lén
nguoi Scotland ay, chau biét ddy, chit khong phai cwdi muc sw dau.

“Khi can thém ngwoi do dan cong viéc ¢ 1au dai, ho can goi ta va Janet
Jardine. Chong Janet la nguwdi hau trong lau dai. Ba dy ludn néi vdi ta, ‘Xin
chao, phu nhan MclIntyre’ moi khi chiing ta gap nhau, con ta thi bao, ‘Xin
chao, Janet,” chi dé chitng t6 dia vi cao hon han ctia ngwdi nha Mclntyre so
v&i nguoi nha Jardine. Nhung ba ay cw x rat ding vGi cwong vi ctia minh,
va mién la ba &y khong quén diéu do thi chiing ta luén rat hoa hgp.
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“Ta la ban be rit than thiét véi nit hoang... 6i chao, dung vay day. Dau
c6 thé nao di chang nita thi nit hoang ciing khong phai mot ngwdi phu nit
kiéu ngao. Thinh thodng, ngudi sé ngoi uong tra ¢ nha ta va tro chuyén véi
ta vé con cdi cua nguoi. Nit hoang khong xinh dep lam, 6i chao, khong dau,
nhung nguwdi cé ban tay rit dep. Hoang than Albert trong rit wa nhin, ddy
la theo 10i ngwoi ta néi vay, nhung theo y ta thi Alistair con dién trai hon
nhiéu. Du gi di nita ho cling la nhitng nguwdi rit ti t€, va cac hoang tr nho
va cong chida nho ngay ngay déu choi dua cung con céi cua ta. Nit hoang
biét r6 may difa tré la ban bé t6t ctia nhau va doi véi chuyén ctia dam tré,
tinh than ngai thodi mai hon cta ta nhiéu... vi néu trén doi nay ma cé ai
xitng dang dugc goi l1a ké liéu linh thi d6 han la chinh 1a hoang t¥ Bertie...
0i chao, ding vay ddy, va lai con lau ca nita co chi... va lic nao ta ciling
nom nép lo sg ngai ay va Alec sé gap chuyén khong hay. Ngay nao hai dita
tré cling choi dua cung nhau... va ca cai co vGi nhau nita. Ma khong phai
lic nao ciling la 16i cua Alec dau nhé. Nhung lan nao Alec cling la ngwdi bi
qud trach, thang bé t6i nghiép. Phdi c6 ngwdi nao do6 bi trach phat ch va
chéu ciing thira biét ta lam sao c6 thé trach phat hoang tit dwoc, chau than
meén.

“Trong long ta lic nao cling canh canh maét noéi lo... con subi gitta
ritng dang sau nha dy. Con sudi rat sau lai chdy xiét, dita tré nao ma nga
xuong do thi sé bi chét dudi cho coi. Ta van nhac di nhac lai vGi hoang tw
Bertie va Alec rang nhat thiét dirng cé bao gio bén mang lai gan bd sudi.
Tuy nhién thinh thoang ca hai van lai gan su6i va bai vay ta sé trach phat
Alec, mdc du thang bé néi véi ta rang né khong muoén di nhung hoang t
Bertie lai bao, ‘Oi, di di ma, ching c6 nguy hiém gi rdo, ditng c6 nhat nhw
thd dé thé,” vay la Alec, thang bé sé di vi n6 dinh ninh minh phai lam theo
y mudn cua hoang ti* Bertie va chang may thich tht chuyén bi goi la nhat
nhu thé dé, nhat la khi né lai 1a m6t ngudi nha McIntyre. Vi van dé nay ma
ta lo lang rat nhiéu dén n6i bao nhiéu dém tran troc chang nga dwgc. Va roi,
chéau gai yéu quy a, mot ngay kia hoang tir Bertie da nga thang xudng sudi
nuwdc sau va Alec co gang kéo ngai ay ra khdi sudi r6i n6 cling nga xuéng
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sudi theo ngai ay. Va han la ca hai da bi chét dudi cung nhau r6i néu khong
phai ding lic ta trén duwong tréd vé nha sau khi mang bo dén lau dai cho ni
hoang va nghe thay tiéng kéu cua hai dita. Oi chao, diing vy day, nhoing
cai ta da hiéu duwgc chuyén xdy ra bén chay dén bén sudi va chang mat
nhiéu thoi gian dé v6t dugc ca hai, Iic nay dang vira s¢ mat mat vira wét
nhém nhep. Ta biét ro phai lam gi dé va ta da phat 6m 1én vi ¢ phai trach
phat Alec t6i nghiép roi, thém nita thanh thywc ma néi, chau gai yéu quy a,
lic do ta da phat dién 1én mat r6i va chang nghi gi dén hoang t¥ véi lai dic
vua hét, chi thdy day 1a hai dita tré huv héng thdi. Oi chao, d6 ding 1a mot
con nong gian mat khon quéa quen thudc vdi ta... 6i chao, ding vay day. Ta
bén xach hoang tr Bertie 1én va lat sdp ngai ay nam trén dau goi cua ta: roi
ta phat cho ngai dy danh dét mot cai vao ding vi tri ma dirc vua han sé
chon dé tritng phat cac hoang t, cling y nhw doi v6i nhitng dira tré binh
thwong vay. Ta trach phat ngai dy dau tién vi ngai ay la mot hoang ti. Roi
ta phat Alec vi ca hai a dua v6i nhau, vi ta ritt gian dit va ta thyc hién ding
cai hanh dong ma at han ban tay ta sé thyc hién bang tron ven sitc lwc cia
ta, theo dung nhv cach néi trong Kinh Thanh.

“Roi khi hoang tir Bertie vé nha... rit gian dit... ta binh tinh lai va c6
phan hoi hoang sg. Vi ta khong biét nit hoang sé x¥ 1y chuyén nay nhu thé
nao, va ta khong thich tha gi khi nghi dén chuyén Janet Jardine chién thang
ta. Nhung nit hoang Victoria la nguwdi hiéu ro phai trdi, va ngay hom sau
ngai néi vGi ta rang ta da hanh dong diang: hoang than Albert mim cuwdi tréu
choc ta vé nghi thitc dat tay trao bi tich[1]. Va tit d6 hoang ti Bertie khong
con bé ngoai tai nhitng 10i khuyén cta ta vé chuyén dong sudi nita... 6i
chao, khong dau... va mat mot thoi gian ngai dy ngoi xudng con chang thay
rit thodi mai duwoc nita. Vé phan Alec, ta ¢t dinh ninh thang bé rit gian ta,
nhung luc nao cling vay thoi, that khé ma doan dugc suy nghi ctia canh dan
ong... 6i chao, phai day... vi chuyén dé ciing khién thang bé cudi mai va
né con noi vGi ta rang roi sé dén mot ngay ta co thé khoe khoang rang ta da
dét mong dirc vua. Chuyén da xdy ra tir 1au lam r6i, nhuwng ta van mai van
khong bao gio quén duge. Nit hoang da qua doi cach day hai nam va cudi
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cung hoang tr Bertie ciing 1én ngoi. Khi Alistair va ta dén Canada, nit
hoang da ban tang ta mot chiéc vay 16t lua. D6 la mét chiéc vay 16t ké ca r6
Scotland ritt dep do chinh ni* hoang Victoria thiét ké. Ta chwa bao gio mac
né, nhung réi ta s€ mac n6 mot lan... trong quan tai cua ta, 6i chao, ding
vay day. Ta van cét n6 trong ruwong dé ¢ phong ta va nguoi ta sé biét nd
duwgc dung dé lam gi thoi. Ta chi mong sao Janet Jardine c6 thé biét ta sé
dwgce chon cat trong mét chiéc vay ca rd Scotland do nit hoang thiét ke,
nhung ba dy da chét tr doi ndo doi nao roi. Ba ay la mot ngudi rit i té,
dau ba ay khong phai mot ngwoi nha Mclntyre.

[1] Chi viéc dat tay trong cac nghi 1é chinh thitc dé trao bi tich cta
Gido hdi Cong gido mang nhiéu y nghia thiéng liéng, truyén chic thanh dé
thi hanh quyén thanh, ban thém sttc, chic lanh.

Phu nhan MclIntyre khoanh tay lai ng6i im. Ba da théa man khi ké
xong cau chuyén cta minh. Emily ndy gio van say mé lang nghe. Gi& co
hoi:

“Liéu ba c6 cho phép chau viét lai cau chuyén do6 va xudt ban né dugc
khong, ba Mclntyre?”

Phu nhan MclIntyre ngd ngudoi vé phia trwdc. Khuén mdt nhan nheo
trang nhgt ctia ba hoi phét hong, doi mat sau tham sang long lanh.

“Chau mu6n noi la n6 sé duge dang trén mot to bao?”
“Vang a.’J

Phu nhan Mclntyre chinh stta lai chiéc khan choang vat trén ngwc, ban
tay hoi run run.

“That ky la xiét bao khi c6 nhitng lic, wéc mong ctia chiing ta sé bién
thanh sy thyc. Pang thwong thay cho nhitng con ngwdi ngu ngéc ¢t cho
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rang Chua chang thé nao nghe duwgc mong wéc cia ching ta. Chau sé viét
cau chuyén nay va ké lai né bang nhitng ngon tt trang 1é...”

“Khong, khong phdi thé dau a,” Emily voi noi. “Chau sé khong lam
thé dau. Co 1é chau sé phai xao xdo mot chit va xay dung mot cot truyén,
nhung vé co ban chau sé viét theo diing nhw ba da ké lai. Chau khong thé
lam cho n6 hay hon chut xiu xiu nao dau a.”

Trong mot thoang, phu nhan Mclntyre toat 1én vé ngd vuc... roi sau
do la hai long.

“Ta chi 1a mot ké do6t nat t6i nghiép va ta khong biét cach Iwa chon tr
ngilt rit tot, nhung cé 1é chau sé hiéu ré nhat. Chau rit t t€ mégi lang nghe
ta néi nhw thé, va ta rit tiéc vi da gitt chau lai lau dén thé véi nhitng cau
chuyén xva cua ta. Gio ta di day, dé cac chau ra khoi givong thoi.”

“Nguoi ta da tim thdy cau bé mat tich chwa a?” Ilse sot sang hoi.
Phu nhan Mclntyre lac dau, vé diém tinh.

“Qi chao, chwa dau. Ho sé ching dé dang tim thdy thing bé dau. Ta da
nghe Clara gao rit gitta dem. NO la con gai cta con trai ta, Angus. Con trai
ta da cwdi mot nguwoi nha Wilson, ma ngwoi nha Wilson thi c6 chuyén gi
cling lam am 1 hét cd 1én. Bra chau gai t0i nghiép dé c &y ndy khong yén
vi cho rang minh doi xit khéng du tot véi thang bé, nhung Iic nao ma chau
gai ta chang chiéu chudong dén mitc lam thang bé sinh hw, ma thang bé ay
thi tinh nghich khong dé dau cho biét. Ta chang gitp ich dwgc gi nhiéu cho
con bé... ta nao c6 khad nang tam linh dau ch. Chau thi phan nao cé kha
nang dé day, ta nghi thé, 6i chao, ding vay day.”

“Khong... khong dau a,” Emily v0i néi. C6 chang thé ngan minh nhé
lai mot su c6 tir hoi tho tré ¢ trang trai Trang Non, mot si ¢ ma chang hiéu
sao ¢6 chang bao gid muon nghi téi.
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Phu nhan Mclntyre gia gat dau nghiém nghi va vu6t phang cai tap dé
trang tinh.

“Chau c¢ phu nhan né la khong ding dau, chau gai than mén a, vi né
la m6t mén qua vi dai va cu c6 Helen cua ta ciing dwgc ban cho mén qua
dé, 6i chao, ding vay day. Nhung ho sé khong tim ra bé Allan dau, 6i chao,
khong dau. Clara yéu thwong thang bé qua mic. Chang phai chuyén rit tot
dep gi khi yeu thuvong qua mic ai do. Chua la mot vi Chua hay ghen ti, 0i
chao, ding vay day; chinh Margaret McIntyre la ngwoi biét 1o diéu do. Ta
ti'ng c6 sau dita con trai, tat ca déu la nhitng dang nam nhi rit t té, va diva
ut 1a Neil. Néu khong ké giay thi n6 cao hon mot mét chin va cd may dia
con lai khong dita nao giéng né hét. N6 ludn rat vui vé... n6 lic nao ciling
cwoi twoi, 6i chao, ding vay ddy, va miéng lwdi ngot ngao da sitc du cho
chim cting phai ra khéi bui cay dy chit. Mdt t6i kia né t6i Klondyke va chét
céng ngoai troi & do, 6i chao, diung vay day. N6 chét dan chét mon trong
khi ta dang cau nguyén cho n6. Ké ttr d6 ta khong con cau nguyén nita. Gio
Clara dang trai qua nhitng cam xdc y nhu thé do... con bé n6i Chia khong
nghe thdy dau. Lam phu ni* la mot viéc rit la thwong, cac chau gai than
mén a, va la la c@ v0 duyén v6 c¢d ma yéu thuwong qua nhiéu nhu thé. Bé
Allan la dita tré xinh dep. Thang bé cé khuén mat ngam ngam nhoé nhan
bau binh, véi doi mat xanh it to va that dang thuwong néu ngudi ta khong
tim thdy thang bé, mdc du nguoi ta da khong tim thay Neil cua ta kip lic, 6i
chao, khong dau. Ta dé Clara mot minh xoay x&... chi trit cai lan ta dét
mong dirc vua. Chinh Julia Hollinger méi khién moi nguwdi sau mudn
khong thoi bang nhitng 16i 1€ thiéu hiéu biét. Chi ta la ngwdi dot nat. Chi ta
da bo chong vi 6ng ta khong chiu bé con choé 6ng ta yéu quy. Ta van lu6n
cho rang ong ta chung thuy véi con ch6 do la khon ngoan day. Nhung ta lic
nao cting hoa nha vai Julia vi ta da hoc dugc cach vui vé chiu dgng nhitng
ké dot nat. Chi ta rit thich khuyén nay khuyén no, nhung du sao di nita
cling chang hai gi dén ta dugc vi ta chang bao gio nghe theo hét. Gid thi
phai tam biét thoi, cac chau gai than mén, ta rit vui vi da dugc gap cac
chau va ta mong sao rac r6i sé khong bao gio dén ngy trén da lat 10 swdi
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nha cac chéu. Ta ciling sé khong quén chuyén cac chau da rat lich sy lang
nghe ta ndi, 6i chao, ding vay ddy. Gio thi ta chang may quan trong véi bat
ky ai nita... nhung titng c6 thoi ta da dét mong dirc vua day.”
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EMILY TREN DAI CAU VONG

Lucy Maud Montgomery
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 15: “Diéu Khong Thé”

Khi canh ctra da dong lai phia sau lung phu nhan Mclntyre, hai c6 gai
bén ng6i day thay quan 4o, cé phan khong may sét sang. Emily tham thay
chan ghét khi nghi dén ngay dang cho phia tredc. Hwong vi quyén rii cua
cudc phiéu lvu lang man ting bam theo ho lic khai hanh gio da tiéu tan, va
viéc lang thang trén con duong qué moi chao nguoi dat bao dot nhién tro
thanh té nhat. Xét vé mat thé chat, ca hai co gai déu mét moéi hon nhiéu so
vOi ho twdng twong.

“Ctt nhw thé ca mot thé ky da qua ké tir khi ching ta rdi Shrewsbury
vay,” Ilse lung bung néi trong lic kéo cao doi tat 1én.

Emily c6 cdm giac tham chi con manh mé hon nhiéu rang thoi gian
troi qua sao dang dac thé. Nguyén céi buodi toi thao thitc trong n6i dam say
dwéi anh trang vang ma c6 da trdi qua 4y duong nhw bang cd mot nam cua
sw tredng thanh ky la vé mat tinh than. Ngay budi t6i hém qua ciing lai la
mot dém thao thitc, theo mot cach rat khac, va rang sang, khi thitc day sau
gidc nga ngan, c6 thay cudc lén trong long mot cdm giac nao nao khé chiu
c6 phan ky quac vé mot hanh trinh bat an hon loan nao d6 — mét cam giac
nhat thoi da dugc cau chuyén cta phu nhan gia Mclntyre quét di, nhung
gio day no lai quay tré vé gitra lic c6 dang chai toc.

“Té c6 cam gidc minh da lang thang — & mot noi nao d6 — suét hang
bao nhiéu gio lién,” c6 néi. “Va td mo thay t& da tim ra bé Allan... chi cé
diéu t& khong biét la & cho nao. That kinh khing biét nhuwong nao khi t&
thirc day, canh canh trong long cai cam giac ngay trwdc khi thitc day t6 da
biét diéu d6 nhung r6i lai quén di mat.”
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“T6 ngu say nhw chét dy,” Ilse vira néi vira ngap. “Tham chi t& con
chang mo mong gi sat. Emily, t& chi muon tranh xa ngoi nha nay, tranh xa
cai cho nay s6m chirng nao hay chirng day. T¢ ¢t c6 cam giac nhw minh
dang lac trong m6t con 4c mong ay... nhu thé c6 mot thit kinh khung nao
d6 da khac... giup d& theo bat ky cach nay day. Nhung vi chang thé lam
duwgc gi nén td chi muon tron thoat khéi né thoi. Té da quén n6 di dwgc mot
ltc, khi ba cu ay ké chuyén... cai ba gia dén la nhan tam! Ba ay chang buon
lo lang xiu xiu nao cho cdu bé Allan dang thwong dang bi mat tich.”

“T¢ nghi ba ay da thoi lo lang tr 1au lam ro6i,” Emily mo mang ndi.
“Bdi vay nén ngudi ta méi bao ba ay khong tinh tdo. Nhitng ngudi khong
lo lang gi ca thi c6 bao gio 1a ngwoi tinh tdo dau — gidng nhw bac Jimmy ay.
Nhung do6 la mot cau chuyén xuat sac. Té sé dung né lam tw liéu viét tiéu
ludn dau tién cha té... va sau nay tG sé co6 gang dé né dugc xuat ban. Té tin
chéc né sé la mot ban thao tuyét voi doi voi mot so tap chi, mién la té ¢
kha nang nam bat dugc huong vi va mau sac rie rd da dwoc ba ay rot vao
cau chuyén. Cé 1é t& phdi ngay 1ap titrc ghi vao cudn s6 Jimmy mat vai cach
dién dat ba ay da st dung kéo quén mat.”

“Oi chao o1, cai cuon s6 Jimmy chét tiét cia cau!” Ilse no6i, “Mac ké
noé di... an cho xong bita sang néu ching ta khong tranh duwogc... r6i roi xa
cho nay tho6i.”

Nhung, mot 1an nita chim dam trong thién duong nguwoi ké chuyén cta
c6, Emily nhat thdi quén hét sach sanh sanh nhitng chuyén khac.

“Cubn s0 Jimmy cua t¢ ¢ dau r6i nhi?” c6 sot rudt néi. “Trong tui
xach cua t@ khong thay... t& biét chac t6i qua né van con & trong nay ma.
Chac chan t& da khong dé né lai trén cai cot cong do!”

“Khong phéi né nam trén ban sao?” Ilse héi.

Emily that than nhin né.
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“Khong thé thé dwgc... n6 & d6 that... lam sao né lai ¢ d6 dwgc chir?
T& biét chan chan t6i qua t&é khong l1ay n6 ra khaéi tii xach ma.”

“Han la cau phai lam thé roi,” Ilse ho hitng noi.
Emily buéc dén bén ban, vé hoang mang. Cudn s6 Jimmy dang nam

lat mé trén ban, bén canh la cay bt chi cta c6. Dot nhién anh mat co roi
vao mot cai gi do trén trang gidy. Co6 cii nguwoi vé phia trang giay.

“Sao cau khong nhanh nhanh chdi xong téc di?” Ilse chat van may
phtt sau d6. “T¢ da san sang roi day nay... thwong té chit di, xin cau dut
ra khéi cai cuén s6 Jimmy than thanh dé mot lat dé mac quan 4o di dugc
khong!”

Emily xoay ngudi lai, hai tay nam chdt cuén s6 Jimmy. Mat c6 tai
nhot, doi mat t6i den tran ngdp noi s¢ hai va nét bi hiém.

“Ilse, nhin xem nay,” c6 no6i bang giong run ray.

Ilse ngd ngudi vé phia cuon s6 Jimmy va nhin xuéng trang gidy dang
dwgc Emily chia ra tr6dc mat c6. Bén trén trang gidy la mot bitc phac théao
bang but chi, duwgc vé mot cach khong ché vao dau dwgce, phac hinh ngbi
nha nho bén bo song titng thu hét hon via Emily ngay hom trwdc. Mot hinh
chit thap mau den duwgc danh dau trén 6 ctta s6 nho phia trén ctra ra vao va
doi dién v6i nd, bén mép cudn s6 Jimmy, canh mét dau chit thap khac, la
dong chir:

“Alan Bradshaw @ day.”
“Nhu thé c6 nghia la gi vay?” Ilse hao hén.” Ai da vé vay?”
“T6... khong biét,” Emily lap bap. “Chit viét tay... la cta t6.”

Ilse nhin Emily va hoi lui lai phia sau.
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“Chac han cau da vé né trong ltic ngu,” co6 néi giong strng sot.
“T¢ khong biét vé,” Emily ndi.

“Con c0 ai khac vé né dugc co chi? Phu nhan MclIntyre thi khong
thé... cau biét thtra ba 4y khong thé. Emily, t& chwa bao gio nghe néi dén
chuyén gi la ky dén thé nay. Cau c6 nghi... cau c6 nghi... cau bé ay cé thé
& dé khong?”

“Lam sao c6 thé ch¥? Ngoi nha at han da bi khoa lai r6i... gio cé ai
lam viéc ¢ d6 dau. Vi lai, at han ngwoi ta da lung suc khap cho doé rai...
cau bé sé nhin ra ngoai ctra sb... chdp ctta khong dong, cau nhé ma... va
réo goi... ngudi ta sé nhin thdy... nghe thay... cau ay. C6 1é t& da vé birc
hinh nay trong lic ngu... mdc du té khong thé hiéu noi t¢ lam thé bang
cach nao... bdi vi tdm tri t& tran ngap nhitng suy nghi vé cau bé Allan. Ky
la qua... chuyén nay lam t& so run lén r6i.”

“Cau phai dwa no cho gia dinh Bradshaw xem mai dugc,” Ilse noi.

“Co 18 vay... nhung t¢ khong thich thé ti nao. Rat cé thé né sé lai
khién ho trao dang mot niém hy vong gia tao tan ac... va & trong do chang
thé c6 bat ky thit gi dwgc. Nhung t¢ khong dam danh liéu khong chi né cho
ho xem. Cau phai dwa n6 cho ho... t& khong thé lam duwgc, chang hiéu sao
nita. Chuyén do6 khién t¢ bit it qua... t& thay sg lam... that tré con... t6
sap ngoi xuong khoc oa 1én dén noi roi. Néu cau bé dy diung la da ¢ do...
ké tir thit Ba... cau ay sé chét doi mat.”

“Oi chao, ho sé biét théi... tat nhién t& sé dwa né cho ho xem. Néu hda
ra chuyén ding la nhw vay... Emily, cau ding la nguwai huyén bi.”

“Pirng nhac dén chuyén do... t¢ khong thé chiu ndi chuyén do dau,”
Emily n6i, run ban lén.
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Khi hai c6 gai buwdc vao bép, bén trong vang tanh, nhung ngay sau do,
mot nguwdi dan ong tré tudi tién vao... c6 vé nhu chinh la bac si McIntyre
da dugc ba Holllinger nhic dén. Ong c6 vé mit khoi ngd, than thién, doi
mat sac sdo an sau cdp kinh, nhung tréng 6ng cé vé mét moi va u r.

“Xin chao,” ong noi. “Hy vong cac chau nghi ngoi thoai mai va khong
bi lam phién gi hét. Tat nhién ¢ day ching ta ai ciing déu lo lang rau 1i ca.”

“Ho van chwra tim thay cau bé sao a?” Ilse hoi.
Béc si MclIntyre lac dau.

“Chua. Ho da tir bo no lyc tim kiém ro6i. Thang bé chang thé song sot
dugec... sau dém thi Ba va dém qua. BPam lay khong tir bé ké da chét trong
tay n6 dau... chi cdm thay chac chan thang bé dang & d6. Nguoi chi toi
nghiép ctia chi dang dau kho lam. Chu rat tiéc vi ding lic cac chau dén
tham trong nha lai xdy ra chuyén buon nhu thé nay, nhung cha hy vong ba
Hollinger da gitp cac chau thay thodi mai. Ba ndoi Mclntyre sé thay bi xtc
pham ghé 1am néu céac chau thiéu thon bat c thi gi. Hoi con tré ba ndi
tiéng la nguwoi hiéu khach. Chu doan cac chau van chwa gap ba. Ba thuong
khong hay xuat hién tredc mat nguoi la.”

“Q, chiing chau da gip ba roi a,” Emily lo dang néi. “Sang nay ba da
vao phong ching chau va ké cho ching chau nghe chuyén ba dét mong ditc

»

vua.
Ong MclIntyre bat cudi.

“Vay thi cac chau vinh dy lam day. Khong phai vdi ai ba ndi cling ké
cho nghe chuyén d6 dau. Ba mang khi chat cia ngwoi Thay Thua Xwa[1] va
biét r0 ai la nguwdi dwgc s6 phan dinh trudce sé 1a thinh gid. Ba c6 chat ky la.
Vai nam tredc nguwdi con trai dwge ba yéu quy nhat, cau Neil cta chd, da
qua doi ¢ Klondyke trong mot tinh huéng dang buén. Cau ay la nhan vién
trong Doi Tuan tra ngwdi mat tich. Cu sdc dé khién ba ndi khong sao gugng
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day ndi. Ké tit d6 ba chang bao gi0 c6 cam xuc truwdc bat ct van dé gi
nita... dwong nhw moi cdm xtc trong ba déu da bi giét chét r6i. Ba chang
yéu chang ghét ma ciing chang sg hai hay hy vong gi... toan bo cudc séng
ctia ba déu chim dam trong qua khit va ba chi trdi nghiém mot cam xtc duy
nhat — niém kiéu hanh sau sac rang trén thyc té ba da tirng dét mong dirc
vua. Nhung cha dang tri hodn bita sang ctia cac chau roi... r6i ba Hollinger
sé qud trach chu vi chuyén nay cho xem.”

[1] Trong tdc pham The Rime of the Ancient Mariner (Bai tho cua
ngwoi Thuy Thu Xwa) (dwoc viét khodng nam 1797-98), nha tho Anh
Samuel Taylor Coleridge da ké lai nhitng trai nghiém ctia mot thay thu
quay tré vé sau hanh trinh dai trén bién. Nguwoi Thuy Thu da ngan mot vi
khach dang trén duong tham dw dam cwdi va bat dau ké mot cau chuyén, va
theo dién tién cau chuyén, nguwdi Khach Dy Bam Cudi nay da trai qua moi
cung bac cam xtc kinh ngac, sot rudt, sg hai, mé say...

“Xin hdy dgi mot chut, bac si Mclntyre,” Ilse voi néi. “Chau... chu...
ching chau... c6 mot thit chdu muon chi cho chd xem.”

Béc si boi r6i cdi ngwdi nhin xudéng cudn s Jimmy.
“Cai gi thé nay? Chu khong hiéu...”
“Chuing chau cling khong hiéu... Emily da vé né trong lic ngu.”

“Trong lic ngu?” Bac si McIntyre hoang mang qua do dén noi chi biét
13p lai nhv mot con vet.

“Han la phai thé a. Nao c6 ai khac dau a... triv phi ba ndi cua cha biét

»

ve.

“Khong dau. Ma ba cling chia bao gio nhin thady ng6i nha nay... day
la ng6i nha nghi mat ctia nha Scobie phia dugi cau Malvern ding khong?”
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“Vang a. Ching chau da nhin thdy n6 ngay hom qua.”

“Nhung Allan khong thé & cho d6 dugc... ngoi nha da bi khoa cira tir
mot thang nay r6i... ti hoi thang Tam canh thg moc da di khéi dé r6i.”

“Oi... chau biét thé,” Emily 14p bap. “Trudc khi di nga, chdu da suy
nghi rat nhiéu vé Allan... chdu doan day chi la mot gidc mo thoi... chau
chang tai nao hiéu dwgc... nhung ching chau phai dwa cho chi xem.”

“Téat nhién roi. Cha, chu sé khong néi gi véi Will hay Clara dau. Cha
sé goi cho Rob Mason & bén kia d6i sang va bon chu sé chay xudng cho
ngoi nha nghi mat d6 ng6 nghiéng xem sao. Sé that ky quai néu... nhung
khong thé c6 kha nang d6 dugc. Chu khong biét bon chi sé vao trong nha
bang cach nao nita. Ctta ra vao bi khéa va cac cira s6 cling déu sap ctra
chép xudng roi.”

“Cai ctta sO nay... bén trén ctta ra vao... thi khong dau a.”

“Khong ... nhung do la ctra s6 phong kho & cu6i hanh lang trén tang
ma. Hoi thang Tam, khi canh thg son dang lam viéc & dé, cha da di quanh
can nha roi. Phong kho dwgc khéa bang khéa 16 xo, c6 1& chinh vi vay nén
ho khong lap ctta chép cho ctra s6 do. Theo chi nhé thi ctra kha cao day,
sat v@i tran nha roi. Cha, chid sé tdi ché Rob va nhin ngé quanh noi nay
xem sao. Du chi c6 chat xiu kha nang théi thi van c phai x&i tung tirng tac
dat 1én méi dugce.”

Emily va Ilse c6 an cho xong bita sang, tham ta on troi dat vi ba
Hollinger chi binh luan vai cau lic méi buwdc vao phong, sau doé da lo cong
viéc ctia minh, dé mac hai ¢c6 mudn lam gi thi lam.

“Dém qua dén la khung khiép... nhung mwa da tanh réi. Ta chang
chgp mat dwgc chit nao. Clara dang thuwong cling vay, nhung gio co ay
binh tinh hon... c6 phan da mat hét hy vong r6i. Ta thay lo cho tinh than c6
dy day... ba ndi cta c6 dy chang bao gi¢ tinh tdo lai dugc sau khi nghe tin

https://thuviensach.vn



con trai cu dy chét. Khi Clara nghe no6i nguwoi ta khong tiép tuc tim kiém
nita, cd6 ay chi gao Ién mot lan r6i nam xudng giwong, quay madt vao
twong... ké tir lic dé chang hé nhic nhich gi hét. Vay day, véi nguoi khac
thi trai dat van ct quay nhw thuong thoi. Cac chau ty minh phuc vu an uéng
nhé. Ta khuyén cac chau dirng c6 qua voi lén duong, ctt cho cho gié hong
kho bun di chut da.”

“Chau sé khong di cho t6i chitng nao con chwa tim hiéu dugc...” Ilse
map mo thi tham.

Emily gat dau. Co chang thé nuét néi th gi, va néu bay gid bac
Elizabeth hay bac Ruth ma nhin thay c6 thi thé nao cling bat c6 phai 1én
giwvong ngay lap tirc va ra 1énh cho phai ¢ yén do6 cho xem... va ho cé lam
thé thi cling dung thoi. C6 sap khong tru noi nita réi. Bac si McIntyre méi
khai hanh dugc mot tiéng dong ho nhung dwong nhw da 1a ca thé ky. Dot
nhién ho nghe thdy tiéng kéu lanh lanh ctia ba Hollinger, Itc nay dang riva
x0 dyng sita ¢ cai ghé bang bén ngoai ctra bép. M4t phtit sau, ba lao vao
bép, theo sau la bac si Mclntyre, von thé khong ra hoi sau khi chay nhw
dién tr cau Malvern ve.

“Truwdc hét phdi bdo cho Clara da,” ong noéi. “Chi dy c6 quyén dugc
biét.”

Ong bién mét vao phong trong. Ba Hollinger ngdi phich xuéng ghé,
vura khoc vira cuoi.

“Ho da tim thdy thdang bé... ho da tim thdy bé Allan... trén san nha
phong kho @ hanh lang... trong ngdi nha nghi mat ctia Scobie!”

“Cau dy... con... séng... chit a?” Emily hon hén héi.

“Van con, nhung khong lau dau... n6 tham chi con chang néi nang gi
duwgc... nhung bac si bao no sé héi phuc sau khi duwgc cham séc thoi. Ho da
dwa n6 dén ng6i nha gan nhat... bac si chi kip noéi cho ta biét vay théi.”
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Mot tiéng kéu mung rd hoang dai bat ra tir phong ngua... va Clara
Bradshaw, moi tai nhot, téc x0a xwgi nhung doi mat sang long lanh birng
chdy niém sung swéng v ngan, lao xuyén qua phong bép... chay ra ngoai
bang qua doi. Ba Hollinger chop ldy 4o choang dudi theo sau. Bac si
Mclntyre ng6i sup xudng ghé.

“Chu khong ngan chi ay lai dwgc... va chi chang con hoi sitc dau ma
chay thém tran nita... nhung vui qua cling chang chét nguoi dwge. Ma dau
chu ¢6 thé thi cling that tan nhan néu ngan can chi ay.”

“Bé Allan van on cht?” Ilse hoi.

“N6 sé on thoi. That ra thang bé dang thwong da kiét qué lam r6i. N6
sé chang thé tru n6i néu cham ché thém mot ngay nita. Bon chii da mang no
dén ngay cho bac si Matheson & gan cau va dé né lai d6 cho 6ng ay cham
soc. Truwdc ngay mai thi thang bé van chwa da khée dé dwoc dwa vé nha
dau.”

“Cac chu c6 doan dugce lam sao cau ay lai dén cho d6 khonga?”

“Cha, tat nhién thang bé chang noéi gi dugc véi bon chi, nhung co 1é
chu biét chuyén da xdy ra nhuv thé nao. Bon chu phét hién ra cita s6 tang
ham ma& hé khoang hon mot xang ti mét. Chd doan Allan dang lic mo mam
quanh ngoi nha, bon con trai von thé ma, thi phat hién ra canh ctta s6 nay
khong déng kin. Han thang bé da vao qua duong do, day n6 gan nhu dong
sap lai sau lung roi di tham hiém ng6i nha. Lam thé nao d6 ma thang bé da
kéo canh ctra phong kho dong kin lai va 6 khoéa 10 xo da bién thang bé
thanh tu nhan. Ctta s6 qua cao nén thang bé khong vdi t¢i dugc va cling
chdang thé dwa vao d6 ma thu hit sy chd y. Trén bitc twong trat vita trang
cta phong kho chang chit vét cao cau ma thang bé da dé lai trong no luc vo
ich tiép can 6 ctra s6. Tat nhién, thang bé chac chan da kéu la, nhung nao
c6 ai loanh quanh gan ngoi nha da dé nghe thay tiéng nd. Cac chau biét
ddy, ngoi nha nam trén cai vinh nho tréng trdi xung quanh chang cé gi c6
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thé lam cho an ndp cho mot dita tré, vay nén chac han doan nguoi tim kiém
khong them dé y dén no. Du sao di nita, mai dén tan ngay hom qua ho ma&i
tién hanh lung suc quanh cac bo séng, vi nao c6 ai twdng twong noi thang
bé lai mot minh di xuéng cho ddy chi, ma dén ngay hom qua thi thang bé
da chang con kéu goi cttu gitp dugc nita r6i.”

“Chéau rat... vui mirng... vi da tim duwgc cau dy,” Ilse néi, chdp chép
mat ngan nhitng giot 1é nhe nhom.

Ong cu Bradshaw dot nhién 16 dau ra khéi canh ctta phong khéach.

“Ta da noi vGi cac nguoi gitra thé ky 19 thi mot diva tré lam sao c6 thé
mat tich dugc chit,” 6ng cudi cung cuc.

“Nhung thang bé da bi mat tich roi,” bac si McIntyre noéi, “va ngudi ta
sé chang thé nao tim thay né... ding lic... néu khong nhd c6 gai nay. That
phi thuwong.”

“Emily la... c6 dong day a,” Ilse noéi, dan lai 1oi thay Carpenter.

“Co dong! Hirm! Cha, that dang to mo... vo cung. Chu khong gia vo
hiéu chuyén d6 dau. Tat nhién ba ndi sé bao dé la kha nang ngoai cam.
That ra, ba rat tin van dé nay, y nhw hét thdy nhitng ngwoi dan ving cao
nguyén Scotland vay.”

“Oi... chau dam chic chau khong c6 kha ning ngoai cam dau a,”
Emily phan d6i. “Han la chau da mo vé chuyén doé... va ngoi day giita lic
dang ngu... nhung, chau khong biét vé.”

“Vay thi chac han thit gi dé da bién chau tré thanh cong cu roi,” bac si
Mclntyre néi. “Xét cho cung, moi khi ngudi ta bude phai tin vao mot diéu
khong thé tin ndi thi cach giéi thich ctia ba ndi vé kha nang ngoai cam cling
hop tinh hgp ly y nhw bat ky van dé nao khac thoi.”
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“Chau thdy khong nén néi vé chuyén nay nita thi hon,” Emily néi,
khong khéi rung minh mot cai. “Chau rat ming vi Allan da dwgc tim
thdy... nhung xin lam on ditng nhac gi véi moi nguwdi vé vai tro cta chau.
Cir dé moi ngudi nghi rang cac chu chi tinh cd tim kiém bén trong ngoi nha
cta gia dinh Scobie. Chdau... chdu khong thé chiu n6éi néu ngudi ta ban tan
vé chuyén nay & khap moi noi.”

Khi hai c6 gai tir biét ngoi nha nhé quét voi trang trén ngon doéi 1ong
gi6, mat troi da pha tan man may va & bén cang, séng dang dién cuong
nhdy mua. Khung canh thdm dam mét vé dep hoang da thwong né r6 moi
khi bdo tan, con dwong Tay trai dai trwdc mat ho ngoan ngoéo udn luon,
thoai thodi doi doc, tdm trong mau dé am w6t vo cung quyén rd, nhung
Emily quay nguwdi khong hudng vé phia no.

“T6 sé dé danh no lai cho chuyén di tiép theo,” c6 noi. “Chang hiéu
sao hom nay t& khong thé di chao hang dwogc. Ban diu yéu oi, ching minh
dén cau Malvern bat chuyén tau sang t&i Shrewsbury di.”

“Giac mo cua cau... that... tha vi khung khiép,” Ilse néi. “N6 lam t&
thay hoi hoi sg cau, Emily a... chang hiéu sao nita.”

“0, dimg so t6,” Emily khan nai. “P6 chi 1a mét sy trung hgp ngau
nhién thoi. Té suy nghi vé cau bé dy qua nhiéu... trong khi ngay hom qua,
ngoi nha ay ct &m anh t¢ mai...”

“Con nhé cau da phat hién chuyén vé me t& nhw thé nao khong?” Ilse
noi khé. “Cau c6 mot nang lyc nao d6 ma nhitng nguwoi khac khong co.”

“Co 1€ khi 16n lén t& sé thoat khoi nd,” Emily tuyét vong noi. “T¢ hy
vong thé... t¢ khong muon cé bat ky nang lyc nao kiéu nhu thé dau... cau
khong hiéu dwgc tam trang cua té dau, Ilse. Da6i véi td, né dwong nhu la
mot thit kinh khing... nhu thé t¢ da dwogc nhao nan bang mét cach huyén bi
nao do... t6 cam thdy minh khéng phdi la con ngudi. Khi bac si McIntyre
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néi vé chuyén cé thi gi dé 1ay t¢ lam cong cy, té lanh toat ca nguoi. TG
cam thay nhuv trong lic t& dang ngd, mot tri 6c khac da chiém gitr thé xac
t¢ va vé bic hinh do.”

“Po la chir viét cua cau ma,” Ilse noi.

“Oi, t& s& khong néi vé né... hay nghi vé né nita. Té s& quén chuyén
nay di. Pirng bao gid nhac lai chuyén nay véi té nhé, Ilse.”
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Chwong 16: Cui Re
“Shrewsbury,
“3 thang Muoi, 19...

“Toi da hoan thanh nhiém vu chao hang ¢ khu vyc duge phan cong...
toi da 1ap dugc danh sach tat ca doc gia dat bao... va toi da kiém dwoc gan
du tién trang trdi cho chi phi mua sach trong ca nam hoc thit hai. Khi nghe
toi thong bdo tin nay, bac Ruth khong hé khit mii. Theo t6i thay, day ding
la mét thue té dang duoc ghi lai.

“Hom nay cau chuyén toi viét, Cat thoi gian, da bi tap chi Merton tra
lai. Nhung 14 thw ttv ch6i dugce viét tay chit khong phai danh may. Xét trén
phuwong dién nao do, chir viét tay dwong nhw khéng qua xic pham nhw chir
danh may.

“Chung t6i da doc cau chuyén ctia ban vdi su thich thu, va rat tiéc phai
ndéi rang ching t6i khong thé dong y dang tai né tai thoi diém hién tai.”

“Néu ‘véi sy thich thi” ma ho nhac dén dé 1a 16i that tam thi d6 qua la
su khich 1€ nho nhé. Nhung liéu cé phéi ho chi dang c6 gang xoa diu con
choang vang khong?

“Gan day Ilse va t6i da nhan dugc thong bao rang Pau lau va Cu dang
can chin thanh vién va ching t6i da dugc ghi tén trong danh sach nhitng
ngudi c6 thé ding ky 1am thanh vién. Thé 14 ching tdi ding ky. O truong,
trd thanh mot Pau lau va Ca cé thé duge xem nhw mot diéu vo cung tuyét
diéu.
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“Nam hoc thit hai gio' tran ngdp niém vui thd, va t6i nhan thay viéc
hoc hanh rét tha vi. Thay Hardy day ching to6i mot vai tiét, va téi yéu quy
thay dy hon bat ky gido vién nao khac, chi sau thay Carpenter ma thoi.
Thay ay rat hitng tha véi bai tiéu luan cta t6i, Nguwdi phu nit ttng dét mong
dic vua. Thay cho né diém cao nhat va dac biét nhan xét vé né trong gio
phé binh trén 16p. Lé tat nhién, Evelyn Blake chac mam t6i da sao chép bai
luan tir chd nao do6, va cam thdy chac chan c6 ta da doc né & dau do tu
tredc 16i. Evelyn dang dé toc theo mot hat nguwge ra sau mdi thinh hanh
nam nay, va theo t6i thdy n6 chang hgp vdi c6 ta chit nao. Nhung tat nhién,
trén ca cai bo xwong cua Evelyn dy, bd phan duy nhat to6i c6 cam tinh chinh
la lvng cua co ta.

“T6i biét 6 canh nha Martin dang dién 1én vi t6i. Tuan vira roi, Sally
Martin lam dam cuwdi ¢ nha tho Anh giao tai day, va bién tap vién to Thoi
dai da dé nghi toi viét tin vé nd. Tat nhién, to6i nhan nhiém vu... mac du toi
ghét dua tin dam cudi. D6i khi, c6 rat nhiéu diéu toi thich n6i ma lai chang
dwgc n6i. Nhung dam cuéi ctia Sally kha dep va chi dy ciing vay, va theo
toi thay t6i da viét mot bai diém tin kha hay ho vé dam cwéi, dac biét con
nhac dén bé hoa hong kém hoa lan xinh dep ctia c6 dau nita... b6 hoa cuéi
dau tién & Shrewsbury dwgc két tir hoa lan. T6i viét chit r6 rang khong thua
gi danh may va vi mé6t ly do khong thé bao chita nao d6 ma nguwoi danh
may kém coéi cta td Thoi dai da bién ‘hoa lan’ thanh c4 moi. T4t nhién, chi
can c6 dau 6c mat chut thoi thi ai ma chang hiéu day thuan tiy la 16i in an.
Nhuwng nha Martin lai nhat myc nhét vao trong dau ho céai y nghi phi ly
rang toi da cha tam viét ca moi dé bay ra mot tro dua xuan ngoc — béi vi c6
vé nhw ho da nghe noi t6i ti'ng c6 lan tuyén bo téi da phat chan nhitng bai
diém tin dam cuwdi viét theo 1€ thwdng va chi mudn viét mot bai khac biét.
T6i da ndi nhu thé that — nhung dau c6 khat khao sy doc dao sang tao thi
toi ciing lam gi c6 kha nidng miéu ta ¢6 ddu cam mot bé ca moi chii! Ay vay
ma, gia dinh Martin lai nghi thé ddy, va Stella Martin khong thém moi t6i
tham duy bita tiéc may va... con bac Ruth néi bac dy chang ldy gi lam la vé
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chuyén dé... va bac Elizabeth bdo 1€ ra t6i khong nén so suat thé. T6i sao!
Xin Chta hay ban cho con tinh kién nhan!”

“5 thang Muoi, 19...”

“To6i nay, ba Will Bradshaw da dén tham t6i. May man lam sao bac
Ruth lai di vang... T6i n6i may man lam sao vi t6i khéng mudn bac Ruth
phat hién ra cau chuyén gidc mo cua t6i cling nhw vai tro ctia n6 trong viéc
tim thdy bé Allan Bradshaw. Pay c6 thé coi la ‘tdm ngam tam ngam’, theo
cach néi ctia bac Ruth, nhung du ngdm ngam hay khong thi sy thue 1a t6i
khong thé chiu no6i viéc bac Ruth khit miii r6i ban khoan khong hiéu roi tra
di xét lai vé su co do.

“Ba Bradshaw dén cam on t6i. Toi thay that xau hé... vi, xét cho
cung, t6i thi cé lién quan gi dén chuyén d6 chi? T6i khong hé mudn nghi
cling chang muén nhac dén nd. Ba Bradshaw néi hién gio bé Allan da khoe
lai, mac du phai mat mot tuan sau khi duwgc tim thay cau bé mai c6 thé ngoi
day dugc. Ba ay trong rat nhot nhat va sot sang.

“ ‘Thang bé chac han da bé mang néu chau khéng xuat hién, tiéu thw
Starr a... va c6 han cling da chét r6i. C6 khong thé tiép tuc song... khong
biét... 6i, co sé khong bao gio quén dugc nhitng ngay kinh hoang d6. Co
phai dén day, c6 gang néi ra dwgc mot phan nho nhoi long biét on cta c6...
bu6i sang hom do, lic c6 quay lai thi chau da di mat r6i... cd cd cam giac
minh rat thiéu long hiéu khach...’

“Ba dy khoc oa lén... va toi cling vay... vay la ching téi cung nhau
gao thét ra tro. T6i rat mirng va tham cadm on troi dat vi Allan da duwgc tim
thay, nhung t6i sé chang bao giod mong mudn nhé lai cau ay da dugc tim
thdy bang cach nao.”

“Trang Non

«7 thang Mudi, 19...
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“Chiéu nay t6i da c6 mot chuyén dao choi tha than rat khoan khoai
trong nghia dia ven ho. C6 1€ moi nguoi sé cho rang day khong han 1a mot
chon vui vé dé ngao du budi chiéu muon. Nhung tir tredc dén nay, toi van
thich lang thang trén con déc nho sin sit nhitng hang bia md, thoai thoai
huwéng vé phia Tay do6 trong bau khong khi dwgm chit u sau gitta mot buoi
chiéu mua thu dep troi. Toi thich doc nhitng cai tén khac trén bia da, dé y
dén so6 tudi cia nguwdi qua co, nghi dén hét thay nhitng yéu thuwong ghét bd,
nhitng hy vong cung so hai da bi chon duwéi d6. N6 that dep xiét bao... lai
khong hé buon. Va bao phu ti¢ bé 1a nhitng canh dong méi cay xong dang
ngoi l1én sac do, nhitng bia ritng dwong xi bi swong gia phti md, cung vdi do
la hét thdy nhitng sy vat quen thudc von tir lau da chiém gitr trai tim t6i...
va dwong nhu t6i cang trwdng thanh thi tinh yéu 4y trong t6i cling cang
ngay cang lén. Ct dén cudi tuan, khi t6i trd lai mai &m Trang Non, nhitng
sy vat nay duong nhu lai cang trd nén than thvong véi toi hon... cang luc
cang trd thanh m6t phan mau thit trong t6i. T6i yéu sy vat cling sau sac
ngang vGi yéu con nguodi. Toéi nghi bac Elizabeth cling vdy. Chinh bdi thé
bac &y mai khong cho thay doi bat ¢t thit gi & Trang Non. T6i dang bat dau
hiéu 6 bac dy hon. Gid thi t6i tin rang bac ay cling yéu quy t6i. Thoat dau,
toi chi 1a mot nghia vu, nhung bay giog, téi con hon thé nhiéu.

“Toi lwu lai trong nghia dia cho t6i tan khi anh chang vang vang duc
budng xudng, khién noi nay chim trong thit anh sing md mo nhat nhat day
ma quai. Sau khi d6 Teddy dén gap t6i va ching to6i cung nhau di bo 1én
canh dong, bang qua duwong Ngay Mai. Bay gio thi that ra n6 duong Hom
Nay mdi phai, vi cdy coi doc dwong da vugt qua dau ching t6i roi, nhung
chung t6i van goi né la dwong Ngay Mai... m6t phan do théi quen va mot
phan ciing bédi vi trén con duong do, chiing t6i da tro chuyén rat nhiéu vé
nhitng ngay mai ctia chiing t6i va vé nhitng diéu chiing t6i hy vong sé lam
duwgc trong twong lai d6. Chang hiéu tai sao, Teddy la nguwdi duy nhat t6i
muon tro chuyén vé ngay mai cling nhuv vé nhitng tham vong cua toi.
Khong c6 bat ky ai khac nita. Perry thuong hay giéu cgt nhitng dam mé van
chwong cua toi. Khi tdi nhac dén chuyén gi do lién quan tdi viéc viét sach,
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cau ta bao, ‘Cai th d6 thi c6 gi hay ho co chi¢!” Va tat nhién néu nguwdi nao
khong thé tv minh nhin thdy duwgc ‘sw hay ho’ thi ta 1am sao cé thé giai
thich dwgc cho ngwoi dé hiéu vé né chit. Tham chi t6i chang thé noéi vdi
chi Dean nhitng chuyén nay... khong con néi dugc nita ké tir sau mot budi
toi, chu dy ndi bang giong vo cung cay dang, ‘Ta ghét nghe dén nhitng ngay
mai cta chdu... ching khong thé la nhitng ngay mai cta ta duwgc.” Toi cho
la theo mot cach nao dé, chi Dean khéng muo6n nghi dén chuyén toi ngay
mot tredng thanh... tdi cho la chd &y c6 mot chit ghen tuong quen thudc
ctia nha Priest khi phai chia sé bat ci¥ thit gi, dac biét la tinh ban, vGi bat ky
ai khac... hay vd&i ca thé gidi. T6i cam thay that c6 déc. Chang hiéu sao,
dao gan day t6i luén cé cam giac chi Dean khong con bat ky hitng thi nao
v&i nhitng tham vong viét lach cta t6i nita. Tham chi, t6i mo hé nhan thay
chua ay con hoi nhao bang ching nita. Chang han, thay Carpenter rat thich
bai luan Ngudi phu nit titng dét mong ditc vua cua toi, va bao vdi t6i rang
bai viét rat xuat sac; ay vay nhuwng khi chii Dean doc né thi chi dy lai mim
cwoi roi bdo, ‘Xét tiéu chuan ctia mot bai tiéu luan & trudng thi né rat hay,
nhung...” r6i cha ay lai mim cwdi. D6 khong phai kiéu cuwdi toi thich. N6
‘ham chita qua nhiéu chat Priest’, nhw cach ndi cta bac Elizabeth. T6i da
cam thay — va van dang cam thdy — that vong khing khiép do6i véi né. Nu
cwoi mim ay dwong nhw mudn ndi, ‘Chau cé thé viét nhang viét cudi cho
vui, chadu yéu quy, va tai dao cau ciling kha kha day; nhung ta sé thanh ké
doc ac néu ctr dé mac chau twéng rang mot chut tai vat nhw thé lai co thé
danh dong dwoc vai tai nang vi dai.” Néu qua thyc nhw vay... va rat cé kha
nang chuyén thue sy nhw vay lam, vi chi Dean von la nguwdi sang suot va
rat hiéu biét... vay thi t6i sé chang bao gid dat dugc bat cit chuyén gi nén
hén. T6i sé khong c6 tim cach dat dugc bat i thit gi. Toi sé khong lam mot
ké ‘viét nhang viét cudi hay ho’ tam thuwong.

“Nhung véi Teddy thi khéc.

“T6i nay Teddy vui swéng nhw phat cuong... va toi ca toi cling vay khi
toi nghe duwgc tin ti'c nay. H6i thang Chin, tai cudc trién lam @&
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Charlottetown, cau dy da cho trirng bay hai bitc tranh cau ay vé, va ngai
Lewis, song & Montreal, da dé nghi mua hai bitc ay vGi gia nam muoi do la
moi bitc. S6 tién do6 du trang trai cho chi phi an & su6t mua dong cta cau dy
& Shrewsbury va sé lam gidm bét ganh nang cua ba Kent. Dau vay, ba ay
ching hé t6 ra vui vé khi nghe cau dy bdo tin ndy. Ba 4y béo, ‘Oi chao, phai
16i, gio thi cau cho la cau khéng con phu thudc gi vao toi ré6i day’... va
khoc nite 1én. Teddy rdt dau long, vi cau ay chwa bao gid ndy ra cai suy
nghi d6. Toi nghiép ba Kent. Ba ay han c6 don lam. Lu6n c6 mot rao chan
la ky nao dé ngan cach gitta ba ay va dong loai. Toi da khong dén Vat Cuc
Ngdi tir [au 1am 1am r6i. H6i mua he, c6 mot lan bac Laura nghe tin ba Kent
bi 6m bén dan t6i dén tham. Ba Kent van ng6i ddy va ndéi chuyén vdi bac
Laura, nhung ba dy khong néi mot 10i nao vdi t6i, chi thinh thodng liéc
nhin t6i, d6i mat am i mot ngon Ita ky quai. Nhung khi ching t6i ding day
dinh ra vé, ba 4y néi mdt lan, nhu thé nay.

“ ‘Co rat cao. Chang may ma co sé trd thanh phu nit... va sé danh cap
con trai cuia mot ngwoi phu nit khac.’

“Pén ldc ching toi vé dén nha roi, bac Laura bdo, ba Kent von tir xwa
dén nay da la ngudi ky la, nhung cang ngay lai cang tré nén quai la hon.

“ “Cé mot s6 nguoi cho la dau 6c ba ta hong mat r6i,” bac dy naéi.

“ ‘Chau khong nghi van dé ndm & dau o6c ctia bac ay. Bac ay c6 tam
hon bénh hoan thi c6,’ toi bao.

“ ‘Emily, chau yéu, néi thé thi kinh khing qua day,” bac Laura noi.

“T6i khong hiéu tai sao. Néu thé xac va tri 6c c6é thé mac bénh thi tai
sao tam hon lai khong thé chi?

DPoi khi, t6i c6 cdm gidc chac chan y nhw thé da chinh tai nghe thay,
rang ba Kent da tirng c6 ldc phai ganh chiu mot ton thwong tam hon khung
khiép nao dé, va vét thwong dé mai mai khong dwogc chira lanh. T6i chi wéc
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gi ba 4y khong cam ghét toi. Toi rat dau long vi bi me ctia Teddy cam ghét.
Toi cling khong biét tai sao minh lai c6 cdm xtic nay nita. Cht Dean ciing la
mot ngwdi ban than thiét y nhw Teddy vay, nhung t6i sé chang buoén quan
tam néu hét thay nhitng ngwdi con lai trong dong ho Priest c6 cam ghét t6i
di chang nira.”

“19 thang Muoi, 19...

“Ilse va bay nguwoi dang ky khac da duwgc tuyén chon lam Pau lau va
Cu. Toi da bi loai. Chung t6i dwgc thong bao két qua nay hom thi Hai.

“Téat nhién, toi biét thtra chinh Evelyn Blake da lam chuyén nay. Ngoai
6 ta ra thi con ai khac lam thé chit. Ilse gian dién lén: cau dy xé tan nat tQ
thong bao tring tuyén ctia cau ay roi gwi trd hét ddam gidy vun d6 cho nhan
vién van thue ctia cau lac bo kém theo thw tir choi phan dé6i gay gat Bau lau
va Cu cung toan bd tdc pham cta cau lac bo.

“Hom nay, Evelyn da gdp toi ¢ phong treo mii ao va cam doan v0i toi
rang c6 ta da bo phiéu bau chon cho ca t6i lan Ilse.

“ ‘C6 ai no6i cau khong lam thé dau?’ t6i hoi, bang giong diéu mang
dam phong thai bac Elizabeth nhat.

“ ‘Cé day... Ilse ay,” Evelyn cau kinh néi. ‘Cau ta bay té thai do rat
xac xuwgc voi toi vé chuyén do. Cau cé muon biét theo téi nghi thi ai mdi la
nguoi bé phiéu chong khong?’

“T6i nhin thang vao mat Evelyn.

“ ‘Khong, chang can thé lam gi. Toi biét ai da bé phiéu chong’... va
t0i xoay ngwoi bo co ta lai ma di cho khac.

“Hau hét thanh vién DPau lau va Ca déu rat gian div trwdc chuyén
nay... dac biét la cac thanh vién Pau lau. T6i nghe néi, mot hai Ca da la 6
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rang day qua la mét liéu thudc hitu hiéu cho long kiéu hanh cua nha
Murray. Va, tit nhién, mot vai hoc sinh nam hai nam ba khong nam trong
sO chin ké dugc an sung néu khong bay ra cai bo dang hoan hi day ha hé thi
cling la vé cam thong dang ghét.

“Hom nay bac Ruth da nghe dugc chuyén nay va muon biét tai sao t6i
bi loai.”

“Trang Non
“5 thang Muoi mot, 19...

“Bac Laura va toi da danh bu6i chiéu hom nay, mot nguwdi day, mot
nguoi hoc, vé mot truyén thong cua Trang Non — cach cho dwa gop vao cac
binh thay tinh du loai. Ching t6i da xép dwoc gon ghé nguyén mot lo duwa
gop mdi mudi to twéng, va sau khi dén xem xét mot hoi, bac Elizabeth da
phai thtra nhan rang bac ay chang thé no6i dwgc phan nao do bac Laura phan
nao do toi lam.

“Chiéu mudn hom nay rat vui vé. T6i da c6 khodng thoi gian thodi mai
& mot minh ngoai veon. Chiéu toi nay, khong khi rat dé chiu, mang dam vé
kiéu diém ky di ctia mot budi t6i dep troi giita thang Muwdi mot. Lic hoang
hon, tuyét 1at phat giang giang, nhung sau dé ngirng roi, dé ca dat troi pha
dwéi mot tdim man trang mong tang, con bau khong khi vira trong sach vira
ram ran nao nirc. Ké tr hai tuan trdi, gan nhu hét thdy moi loai hoa, ké ca
nhitng cdy cuc thiy tuyét voi von van giit nguyén vé diém lé sudt ca mua
thu, déu da bi dong lai den si vi bang tuyét, nhung va dat van dugc nhitng
bong cai gi6 trang tinh bao boc. Vang trang tron sau dém ram tam mau dé
swong khoi vira nho 1én trén nhitng ngon cay. Mot anh sang do vang ruc rd
sang lén & dang Tay, sau nhitng ngon doi trang xda lac dac vai than cay toi.
Tuyét da xo6a sach sanh sanh vé u buon sau tham la ky ciia mot phong canh
chét gitta mot budi té6i cudi mua thu, va nhitng con déc, nhitng dong co cia
trang trai Trang Non c6 kinh da bién hinh thanh mot xi¢ s& than tién tam
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trong anh trang non nhgt nhat. M6t tdim man trang 14p lanh phu trén mai
ngo6i nha lau doi. Nhitng 0 ctta s6 sang den ctia né ryc rd nhw ngoc nga
chau bau. Khung canh khong khac gi mot bitc tranh trén tdm thiép Giang
sinh. Chi c6 mét lan khéi méng manh bay 1én tir cai 6ng khdi xanh xam
trén néc bép. Mui 14 thu chdy dé chiu lan téa tir dong Itta rac am i ma bac
Jimmy dang dét trén dwong. Pan méo cua toi cling & do, ron ra rén rén, ngd
nghiéng bang d6i mat yéu tinh, trong that hgp thai hop canh. Chang vang —
c6 cach goi thich hop la anh sang loai méo — 1a thoi diém duy nhat loai meo
thue sw boc 16 ban than. Sal Ng6 Ngao gay nhang va sang lap loe nhw béng
ma mau bac cia mot con meéo. Daff chang khac gi mot chi hd 16ng xam
sam dang lan tron. Chac chan né luon doéi x& véi hét thady moi nguwdi moi
vat bang thai d6 ngao nghé cua loai méo: n6 chang ha minh truwéc bat ky
ai... va cting khong bao gid néi qua nhiéu. Hai con méo v6 v6 chup chup
dwéi chan toi, lao vé phia tredc, nhdy tung tung lui lai phia sau, quan lay
nhau lan vong vong... va hai hoa vGi budi chiéu tdi nay, véi cai noi bi am
nay mot cach hoan hdo dén do khong mdy may lam xdo trén nhitng suy
nghi cua toi. Toi ding day han hoan dao budc doc con duwong, vong quanh
cai dong ho mat troi va ngdi nha héng mat. To6i thyc tdm tin rang, bau
khong khi giong nhu kiéu t6i hit thd khi d6 luon khién t6i chénh choéng.
T6i cwdi nhao chinh minh vi da thdy khé s& biét bao khi khéng dwgc chon
lam Cu! Cu kia day! Nay nhé, t6i c6 cam gidc minh nhw mét chu dai bang
non dang sdi canh huéng vé phia mat troi. Ca thé gidi dang ¢ phia trudc doi
toi chiém nguwong, hoc hoi va han hoan tan hwéng. Twong lai thudc veé t6i. ..
va qua kht cling vay. T6i cam thay nhw thé minh van lu6n luén séng & noi
nay... nhu thé téi chinh la m6t phan ctia hét thdy moi tinh yéu, moi cudc
song noi can nha lau doi nay. T6i cdm thdy nhw thé minh sé séng mai...
mai mai... mai mai... ldc nay thi t6i chac chan vao sy bat ti. T6i khong chi
tin vao n6 ma thoi... t6i cam thay no.

“Chua Dean tim thay t6i & do: toi chwa kip y thitc gi vé sy hién dién cta
chu 4y thi chu ay da tién lai bén toi roi.
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“ “‘Chau dang mim cuoi kia,” chi Dean ndi. ‘Ta thich nhin phu nit mim
cwoi mot minh. Nhitng suy nghi ctia c6 ay han phai trong sang va tha vi
lam. Ngay hom nay c6 ti té vGi chau khong, tiéu thw yéu quy?’

“ ‘Tw t€ lam a... va chiéu nay chinh la mén qua tuyét nhat caa no.
Chiéu t6i nay chau hanh phtic vd cung, chi Dean a... nguyén viéc dang
dwgc song thoi cling 1am chau hanh phic réi. Chau cam thay nhw thé chau
dang danh mot c6 xe bang cac vi sao. Chau chi wéc gi tam trang nay duoc
duy tri mai, chiéu nay chau cam thay rat tin twédng vao ban than... tin twéng
vao twong lai. Chau khong sg bat ¢t diéu gi. Co thé chau khong phai khach
moi danh du tai bita tiéc thanh cong cta cudc doi, nhwng chau sé nam trong
nhitng ngwoi tham dy.’

“ ‘Khi ta budc trén duong, trong chau chang khac gi mot nha tién tri
dang gat gao nhin vao twong lai,” chi Dean néi, ‘ditng noi day duwéi anh
trang sang, trang ngan va mé mai. Lan da ctia chdu giong nhw mét canh hoa
thay tién vay. Chau hoan toan dam ap mot bong hoa trang 1én mat... chang
c6 may nguwoi phu nit dam lam thé dau. Chau khong that sy qua xinh dep,
chéau biét day, Sao Troi, nhwng khuén mat chau khién nguwoi ta nghi dén
nhitng thit dep dé... va n6 con la mot moéon qua hiém hoi hon nhiéu so véi
vé dep.’

“T6i thich nhitng 16i khen nggi ctia chid Dean. Ching luén khac han so
v&i cach khen cia bat ky ngudi nao khac. Va toi thich dwgc goi la phu ni.

“ ‘Chu sé lam chau tré nén vénh vao day,’ toi noi.

“ *Vai oc hai hude caa chau thi khong co chuyén dé dau,” chu Dean
noi. ‘Mot nguoi phu ni¥ cé o6c hai hudce sé khong bao gio té ra venh vao.
Ngay ca ba tién xau xa hiém ac nhat thé gian nay ciing khong thé ban hai

trd ngai nhw thé cho mot diva tré da dwogc riva toi.’

“ ‘Chu goi 6c hai hudc la tré ngai a?’ toi hoi.
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“ ‘Han nhién la thé r6i. Mot phu nit ¢6 6c hai huwéce sé chang c6 duge
noi trd an nao dé tranh khéi sy that tan nhan vé ban than. Co6 ta khong thé
hiéu nham vé ban than. C6 ta khong thé dam chim trong cam giac thuong
than trach phan. Co ta khong thé thodi mai chi trich bat ky ai khac biét vai
minh. Khong, Emily a, nguwdi phu ni cé 6c hai huwéc khong dang dé ghen ti
dau.’

“T6i chwa tirng nhin nhan sy viéc dwdi anh sang nay. Ching t6i ngoi
trén ghé da va tranh ludn hang hai vé quan diém nay. Mua dong nay, cha
Dean khong di xa. T6i rat ming... néu chi Dean di tdi sé nhé chu ay
khting khiép cho xem. Néu khéng dugc tro chuyén véi chii Dean it nhat hai
tuan mot lan, cudc séng dwong nhv mo nhat han. C6 rat nhiéu mau sac
trong cac cudc chuyén tro cua ching t6i; va thinh thodng chu ay c6 thé im
lang ma van néi lén dugc bao diéu. Gan nhu ca téi nay chu ay déu & trong
tinh trang nay: ching t6i ngoi do gitta béng chiéu chang vang, trong sy mo
mang tinh lang cia khu vuon 1au doi va lang nghe suy nghi ctia nhau. C6
lic chu ay ké cho t6i nghe vé nhitng mién dat c6 xwa va nhitng khu chg
hoanh trang & phwong Dong. Co lic chu ay héi tdi vé ban than téi, vé viéc
hoc hanh va sinh hoat cua t6i. T6i thich mot nguwoi dan ong thinh thoang
cho t6i co hoi noéi vé ban than.

“ ‘Dao gan day chau dang doc gi day?’ cha ay hoi.

“ ‘Chiéu nay, sau khi nén dwa xong, chau da doc may bai tho cta ba
Browning. Nam nay, bon chéau hoc vé ba ay trong gio tiéng Anh, chi biét
ddy. Bai tho chau thich nhat la Bai tho vé chuoi trang hat nau... va chau
cam thong véi nhan vat Onora sau sac hon nhiéu so véi thai do cta ba
Browning.’

“ ‘Han la thé r6i,” chu Dean néi. ‘D6 1a vi tv ban than chau von la mot
nguwoi giau tinh cdm. Chau sé hy sinh thién duong dé doi lay tinh yéu,
giong y nhu Onora da lam.’
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“ ‘Chéau sé khong yéu... mot khi yéu la sé bi bién thanh no 1¢,” t6i noi.

“Va ngay gidy phut néi cau do, t6i thay that xau hé vi minh da noi
thé... bdi vi toi biét thiva minh chi néi thé cho cé vé khon ngoan thoi. T6i
khong that tam tin rang mo6t khi yéu la sé bi bién thanh no 1€... du sao di
nita v&i nhitng ngwoi nha Murray thi khong c6 chuyén do dau. Nhung chu
Dean lai nghi t6i n6i nghiém tuc.

“ ‘Cha, trong thé gigi kiéu nay thi nguwdi ta phdi tré thanh no 16 caa
mot thit gi d6 chit,” chu ay noi. ‘Chang ai ty do ca. C6 1€, xét cho cung, con
gai cac vi sao a, tinh yéu la vi cha nhan dé chiu nhét... dé chiu hon cam
ghét... hay so hai... hay nhu cau... hay tham vong... hay long kiéu hanh.
Nhan tién, chau x ly canh yéu duong trong cac cau chuyén ctaa chau nhw
thé nao day?’

“ ‘Chua quén r6i a... hién tai chau khéng viét truyén duge. Khi nao cé
thé viét dugc... cha, chu biét tir 1au 1a chi da hita sé day chau cach yéu
dwong khéo 1éo roi con gi.’

“T6i chi néi gidn thé thoéi, néi dua cho vui vay. Nhung cé vé chi Dean
dot nhién trd nén rat nghiém tuc.

“ ‘Chau da san sang hoc chwa?’ chu dy hdi, nghiéng ngwoi vé phia
trugc.

“Trong mot thoang dién ro, t6i thuwc tam nghi 1a chu dy sap hon t6i.
T6i lui lai phia sau... t6i cdm thdy minh dé birng mat... d6t nhién t6i nghi
dén Teddy. Toi khong biét néi gi... téi bé Daff 1én... vui mat vao bo 1ong
xinh dep cuda no... lang nghe tiéng gir gir trong long né. Pung lic do, bac
Elizabeth kip thoi buwdc tdi ctra ra vao, mudn biét xem liéu tdi c6 mang ting
cao su khong. Toi khong mang... vay nén tdi vao nha... con chu Dean di
vé. Toi doi mat tir ctra s6 nhin theo béng chu dy dang tap ténh bwdc trén
dwong. Chu dy c6 vé c6 don biét bao, va dot nhién, téi cam thdy budn
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khting khiép thay cho chi dy. Khi t6i ¢ canh chti Dean, chi dy than thién
biét nhwong nao, va ching t6i da vui vé bén nhau dén do to6i quén mat cudc
song cta chu ay van con mot khia canh khac. T6i chi c6 thé lap day mot
goc nho xiu cua no thoi. Phan con lai at han tréng rong lam.”

“14 thang Mudi mot, 19...

“Virta c6 mot vu bé bdi méi toanh vé Emily & trang trai Trang Non
cong vai Ilse & HO Blair. T6i vira c6 mdt cudc trao doi khong 1y gi lam dé
chiu v6i bac Ruth va phai viét hét moi chuyén ra hong giii sach nhitng cay
dang trong tam hon. Chuyén bé xé ra to dén mitc thé chang vi 1y do gi hét!
Nhung [lse va toi dung la da gdp van rui kinh khung.

“T6i thit Nam vtra roi, tdi va Ilse da cung hoc mon van hoc Anh.
Ching t6i da c6 mot budi t6i hoc hanh hang say va dén chin gio thi t6i di
vé nha. Ilse tién t6i ra cong. Toi do, trdi nhap nhdy sao, bong t6i phu trum
ém 4i, diu dang. Ngobi nha Ilse méi thué tro la ngdi nha cudi cung trén pho
Cardigan, va dang sau no, con duong bang qua cay cau nho vat ngang dong
sudi dan vao cong vién. Chung t6i c6 thé nhin thdy cong vién, m¢ mo do do
va day quyén rii dwéi anh sao.

“ ‘Di dao quanh céng vién mot vong trudc khi cau vé nha nhé,’ Ilse dé
nghi.

“Chung t6i bud di: tat nhién, t6i khong nén lam thé: 1€ ra t6i phai vé
thang nha di ngl, giong nhw bat ky ai bi bénh viém ph6i nang. Nhung t6i
vira két thic dot dung dau gan ca trong mua thu — eo 6i! — va cho rang minh
c6 thé mot 1an thach thivc v6i khi dém. Vay nén... ching t6i di. Va budi di
dao that vui. Xa xa trén bén cang, ching t6i nghe thay tiéng nhac gié cia
rang doi thang Muoi mot, nhung gitra rirng cay trong cong vién, khong khi
tinh ldng, binh yén. Chiing t6i rdi khéi con duwong, tha than leo 1én mot 16i
mon nho bén vé duvong chay xuyén qua nhitng cay thwong xuan manh mai
1a w6t trén doi. Linh sam va thong ltic nao ciing t6 ra than thién, nhung
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ching sé chang giong nhw cay thich va bach dwong ma chiu tiét 10 cac bi
mat: ching chang bao gio dé 10 cac bi an cta minh... khong bao gio phan
bdi nguon tri thitc dwge bdo vé bao doi nay cua ching... va bégi vay, tat
nhién, ching khoi goi nhiéu hitng tha hon bat ky loai cay nao khac.

“Toan bo swon doi déu tran ngap nhitng am thanh dé chiu cuta loai yéu
tinh va nhitng tht mui mat lanh khé nam bat cia bu6i dém... cay nhya
thom va dvong xi phu bang. Duwong nhu chung t6i dang ¢ trung tam cua sy
im lang thanh binh. Pém t6i nhw ngwdi me vong tay 6m ap ching toi va
kéo ching toi lai gan nhau. Ching t6i ké cho nhau nghe moi chuyén. Di
nhién, ngay hom sau, t6i 1dy lam hoi han vé hanh dong nay... mac du Ilse
rat dang tin cdy va khong bao gid tiét 10 bat cit chuyén bi mat nao, ngay ca
khi cau dy c6 dang gian dit chang nita. Nhung mot nguwdi nha Murray von
khong c6 truyén théng phoi bay tdm can ra ngoai, ngay ca vGi ngudi ban
than thiét nhat. C6 diéu bong téi va mui linh sam da khién nguoi ta thyc
hién nhitng hanh dong kiéu d6. Va ching t6i cling rat vui vé... Ilse 1a mot
ngwoi dong hanh luén biét khoi ggi niém hitng khai nhw thé dé. Néu cé cau
ay lam ban thi ta sé chang c6 gidy phut buon chan nao hét. Sanh vai nhau,
chiing t6i da c6 ma6t budi dao chai dé chiu va khi roi khoéi cong vién, chiing
toi cam thay déi phwong than thiét hon bao gio hét, lai c6 thém mot ky e
dep dé chia sé cung nhau. Dén cho cdy cau, ching t6i gap Teddy va Perry
dang roi khoi dwong Tay. Hai cau ay dang di bo tap thé duc. Tinh co day lai
la mot trong nhitng giai doan Ilse va Perry dang bat hoa dén mitc khong
thém ndi chuyén vd&i nhau, vay la ca bon chiing t6i bén bang qua cau cung
nhau r6i ho di dwong ho, ching t6i di duwong chung t6i. T6i leo 1én giwdng
di ngu lac muoi gio.

“Nhung ai d6 da nhin thdy ching t6i di bd qua cau. Ngay hom sau,
chuyén da lan khap truong, ré6i dén hom sau nita da lan khap ca thi tran:
rang Ilse va toi lang thang trong cong vién cung Teddy Kent va Perry
Miller cho t6i tan muoi hai gio dem. Bac Ruth nghe dugce chuyén nay va
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t0i nay da triéu tap toi dén dé dinh t0i. T6i ké dau dudi cau chuyén cho bac
ay, nhung tat nhién bac ay khong tin.

“ ‘Bac biét rd t6i hom thit Nam, chau vé nha tir lic muoi gio kém
muoi lam ma, bac Ruth,’ t6i noi.

“ ‘Co 1é phan thoi gian da bi théi phong 1én,” bac Ruth thira nhan.
‘Nhung at han phdi c¢6 chuyén gi do thi méi khoi 1én mot cau chuyén nhw
thé chit. Khong c6 chit Itta nao do6 thi lam sao ma cé khéi duwgce. Emily,
chau dang giam theo dau chan cia me chau day.’

“ ‘Chung ta dung 16i me chau vao van dé nay dwgc khong a... me
chau da mat roi,” t6i ndi. ‘Mau chot la, bac Ruth, bac c6 tin chau hay
khong?’

“ ‘Ta khong tin chuyén lai té hai nhw 1oi don dai,” bac Ruth mién
cudng noi. “Nhung day la chau n6i vé ban than. Tat nhién, mot khi chau
con chay loang quang vai Isle Burnlay va thi rac redi nhue Perry Miller thi
chau phai dén cho diéu dé thoi. Toi th SGu Andrew mudn di dao trong
cong vién cung chau nhung chau da tir choi... ta da nghe chau néi thé. Tat
nhién, dé la chuyén rat dirng dan.’

“ ‘Chinh x4c,” t6i n6i. “Ly do nam & d6 day a. Chuyén gi ciing vay
thoi, qua ding dan thi con gi vui thd nita chit.’

“ ‘S xac lao, thua tiéu thw, khéng c6 gi hai hudc hét,” bac Ruth néi.

“T6i khong dinh té ra xdc ldo, nhung t6i thay kho chiu khi Andrew ci¢
chan tredc mat t6i nhw thé. Andrew roi sé thanh mot trong nhitng van dé
cta t6i cho xem. Chu Dean nghi chuyén dé rat tha vi... chid ay cling giong

nhu t6i, déu biét dang c6 chuyén gi. Lic nao chu ay ciing tréu choc t6i vé
cau giai toc do cua toi — noi gon lai la giai do.

“ ‘Cau chang suyt nita thanh “giai diéu” r6i ddy,” chi Dean néi.
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“ ‘Nhuwng chang bao gid thanh mot bai tho cd,’ toi tra 19i.

“Chac chan Andrew than mén, t6t bung, dang thwong la bai van kho
khan nhat trong moi bai van. Tuy nhién, t6i twong doi quy mén cau ta, mién
la cd dong ho Murray khéng nhét cau ta vao dau toi theo ding nghia den.
Ho muon day tdi vao mot cudc dinh hon an toan trwedce khi toi da 16n dé bé
nha theo tiéng goi cda tinh yéu, va con ai an toan bang Andrew Murray kia
chu?

“Oi chao, nhu cht Dean néi ddy, nao c6 ai dugc ty do dau... khong
bao gi®, ngoai trir thang hodc mot vai gidy phit ngan ngui khi anh chdép
dén, hay nhitng khi, nhw trong budi toi t6i nam trén déng cé kho, tam hon
thodng trugt vao coi vinh hang. Hét thdy nhitng thang ngay con lai trong
cudc doi, ching ta déu la n6 1é cho mét thit gi doé... truyén thong... tuc l€...
tham vong... nhithg m6i quan hé. Va thinh thodng, nhw t6i nay, t6i thay
nhitng moi quan hé chinh la rang budc gat gao hon hét thay.”

“Trang Non
“3 thang Muoi hai, 19...

“T6i dang & day trong can phong yéu dau, bén canh la ngon Itta bap
bung trong chiéc 10 swdi nho duwgc bac Elizabeth cho phép dot. Mot ngon
Ira trong khong gian thoang dang luon mang lai cam giac dé chiu, nhung
n6 con dé chiu hon gap mwai lan néu dwogc thap 1én gilta dém bao t6. T6i
doi mat tir cita s6 quan sat con bao, cho téi khi béng tdi buong xudng. Co
mot nét quyén ri doc nhat vo nhi téng canh tuyét nhe nhang roi xién xién
ting sgi tirng sgi xudng nhitng than cay t6i sam. To6i viét vao cudn so6
Jimmy mot ban miéu td vé né diung nhw téi da quan sat. T lic dé, gié da
nodi 1én va gio phong t6i tran ngdp tiéng tuyét khé thd dai u odn, vong dén
tr reng van sam nha 6ng John Ngao Man. C6 nhitng am thanh trang nha
xiét bao... con trang nha hon nhiéu so véi bat ky thit gi nhin dugc bang mat
thuwong. Tiéng gir gir ctia Daff trén tdm tham kia chang han... va tiéng ngon
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Itra 1ach tach 16p bop... tiéng chit chit sot soat ctia dan chudt dang ché chén
sau tam van op twong. Toi thich & mot minh trong phong nhw thé nay. T6i
thich nghi rang dén ca dan chudt cling dugc vui vé. Va trong toi trao dang
biét bao niém thich thii nhd hét thdy nhithg d6 dac nhé bé cua t6i. D6i vGi
toi, chung mang mot y nghia ma khong ai khac cam nhan duwgc. Trong can
phong cua t6i & nha bac Ruth, khong mot gidy phit nao t6i cam thay thoai
mai nhw & nha, nhwng khi tré vé noi day, toi da budc vao virong quoc cua
minh. T6i thich doc sach ¢ ddy... mo mong & day... ng6i bén cita s6 va
nhao nan mot twdng twgng vui twoi nao dé thanh nhitng van tho.

“T6i nay t6i doc mat trong nhitng cudn sach cia cha. Mai khi doc sach
caa cha, t6i déu cam thdy gan giii cha mét cach vo cung dé chiu... nhw thé
t0i c6 thé dot nhién liéc mat lai phia sau va nhin thay cha. Va nhiéu khi, t6i
tinh c@ bat gap nhitng ghi chi dwgc cha viét lai bang bt chi bén 1é sach,
ching giong nht mot tin nhan cha g vay. Cudn sach t6i doc toi nay rat
ddc sac... dac sac trong coOt truyén va trong tw twong... dac sac trong su
nam vitng cht dé va cam xuc nong nan. Khi doc cuén sach nay, to6i cam
thdy minh that tam thwong rong tuéch — thé lai tot cho t6i. Toi tw nha, “T6i
nghiép mi, ké kém céi dang thuwong, mi c6 bao gio twgng twong dugc mi
biét viét van khong? Néu c6 thi gio day, do twdng ctia mi da vinh vién bj xé
toac dé mi nhin thady ban than minh trong sy tam thwdng tran trui cia mi.’
Nhung r6i toi sé thoat khéi trang thai tam 1y nay... va lai tin twéng rang toi
biét viét mot chait... va tiép tuc hao hitng sang tac cac ban phac thao va cac
bai tho cho t6i khi toi c6 thé lam dwoc tot hon. Mot nam rudi nita, 101 hita
cta t6i vai bac Elizabeth sé hét han va t6i lai c6 thé viét truyén. Con tir gio
cho dén Iic d6... hay kién nhan! Hién nhién, doi khi t6i thay phat mét vi c
phai n6i ‘hdy c6 chiu dung va kién nhan.” That kho c6 thé khong dong thoi
nhin thiy két qua ctia nhitng di¢c tinh dang tran trong dy. Doi khi, chi mudn
vung ra va thich non néng thé nao thi nén néng. Nhung t6i nay thi khong
phai vay. To6i nay, t6i cam thdy man nguyén nhw con méo nam trén tham
vay. Ké ma biét cach kéu gur gur thi t6i da kéu 1én r6i.”
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“9 thang Muoi hai, 19...

“T6i nay la t6i Andrew. Anh ta dén, dong bo banh bao chai chuét nhw
thwong 1€. Tat nhién, toi thich mot chang trai biét cach cham s6c dién mao,
nhung thye tinh Andrew cham séc hoi thai qua. Luc nao ciing vay, trong
anh ta c® nhw thé vira méi dugc ho cing, la i phang li va s¢ hai khong
dam ctr dong, cwoi noéi vi chi e sé bi niit todc ra. Nghi vé chuyén nay mdi
thdy, t0i chwa bao gio nghe thdy Andrew cudi dua sang khodi. Va toi biét
ho6i con nhd, anh ta khong bao gid san lung kho bau cwép bién. Nhung anh
ta la nguwdi t6t bung, biét phai trai va gon gang, méng tay ltic nao ciing sach
bong, va ngudi quan ly ngan hang rat c6 cam tinh véi anh ta. Anh ta lai con
thich méo nita... néu ching yén phan! Oi chao, t6i khong xing dang c6
mot ngwoi ho hang nhuw thé!”

“5 thang Mdt, 19...

“Ky nghi da két thic. Toi da c6 hai tuan twoi dep tai mai nha Trang
Non c6 kinh trum mi trang tinh. Tre6c hom Gidng sinh, to6i da nhan dugc
nam thw chap thuan. That la 1a t6i da khong phat cuong. Ba thuw chap thuan
thudc vé ba to tap chi khong trd bat ct thi gi lam nhuan but ngoai viéc dat
bao dai han. Nhung hai thw chidp thudn con lai duwgce di kem hai tdm séc —
mot tam hai do 1a trd cho mot bai tho va mot tam muoi do la tra cho Cat
thoi gian, rot cudc ciing da dugc lwa chon — truyén ngan dau tién cta t6i
duwgc dang tai. Bac Elizabeth nhin hai tdm séc va néi vdi vé ban khoan:

“ “Theo chau thi ngan hang cé thyc sy trd chau tién mat cho may thi
nay khong?’

“Bac ay khé co thé tin dugc chuyén nay, tham chi ca sau khi bac
Jimmy da mang ching t&i Shrewsbury linh rtt tién mat.

“Tat nhién, tién dugc dung trang trdi chi phi cta t6i & Shrewsbury.
Nhung t6i cling da tw gidi tri bang cach vach ra rat nhiéu ké hoach dé tiéu
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so tién dé néu toi dugc tu do tiéu pha.

“Perry nam trong doi ngli hoc sinh trung hoc tham gia thi hung bién
v&i canh con trai @ hoc vién Queen trong thang Hai. Cau Chda phu ho cho
Perry; dugc chon lam thanh vién trong doi do la mot vinh dy 16n lao. Cudc
thi hung bién nay la mot sy kién thuong nién va treong Queen da gianh
thang lgi trong sudt ba nam roi. Ilse dé nghi hwéng dan Perry cach dién
thuyét va cau dy da gdp rat nhiéu van dé vdi Perry, dac biét la v6i no luc
tranh cho cau ta dirng ndi ‘phat trin’ moéi lic cau ta dinh néi ‘phat trién’.
Ilse qua tot mé&i lam nhw thé, vi cau dy thuc tdm khong thich Perry. T6i hy
vong Shrewsbury sé chién thang.

“Hoc ky nay, trong 16p tiéng Anh, ching t6i hoc Nhitng doan khtic vé
dic vua. Trong cac bai tho nay cé mét s6 diém khién toi thich thd, nhung
toi ghét hinh anh Arthur cia Tennyson. Néu t6i ma la Guinevere, t6i sé cho
dirc vua vai cai bat tai... nhung toi sé khong phan bgi ong vi Lancelot, anh
ta cling dang ghét y nhw thé thoi, chi la theo mot cach khac. Vé phan
Geraint, néu t6i ma la Enid, t6i da can anh ta r6i. Nhitng ‘nang Griselda’[1]
kién nhan’ nay xing dang nhan hét thay nhitng gi dd dugc danh cho ho.
Tiéu thw Enid a, nfu c6 ma la mot Murray & trang trai Trang Non, co sé
khién chong 6 biét diéu hon va anh ta sé vi thé ma cang yéu c6 hon.

[1] Griselda la m6t nhan vat dan gian noi tiéng kién nhan va phuc
tung, luén tuan theo moi yéu cau cia chéng ma khéng mot 1oi phan doi,
oan trach, ngay ca khi ngwoi chong doi giét chét hai dita con cia ho hay khi
ong ta dudi nang di dé cwéi nguwoi phu nit khac. Nhan vat Enid trong Nhitng
doan khiic vé dic vua (Idylls of the King) cting 1a m6t nhan vat luén phuc
tung, bat ké chong nang Geraint c6 d6i xit v&i nang bat cong ra sao.

“T6i nay t6i doc mdt cau chuyén. N6 két thiac khong c6 hau. To6i da vo
cung kho s& cho tdi tan khi da sang tao mot két thiic hanh phic cho né. Toi
sé luon luon cho cac cau chuyén cua toi mot cai hanh phuc. Toi khong quan
tam liéu n6 c6 ‘trung thanh vdi cude song’ hay khong. N6 trung thanh vGi
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cudc song ding nhw né nén thé va vay thi con chan thwe hon cai két khac
nhiéu.

“Nhan noi vé cac cuon sach. Mot hom, toi da doc mot cudn sach ci
cua bac Ruth — Nhitng ngwoi con cua Abbey. Chuong nao nhan vat nit
chinh ciing bi ngét va khéc nhw mwa tréi nwdc chay moéi khhi cé ai nhin c6
ta. Nhung dau co thé manh mai nhw thé, ¢6 ta lai chong chiu dugce hang ha
sa nhitng thir thach cam go, nhitng bat céng nguwgc dai ma trong thoi budi
suy doi do, khong mét thiéu nit ditng dan nao c6 thé song sét néu chi phai
dwong dau vGi mot nita trong sé dé... tham chi dén cad nhitng phu ni¥ tan
tién nhat trong s6 nhitng ngwoi phu nit tan tién ciing khong lam dwgc. T6i
cwoi sudt trong lic doc truyén, cho tGi tan khi bac Ruth to vé sttng sot hét
@, vi bac ay van dinh ninh truyén dé buén ghé gém. D6 la cudn tiéu thuyét
duy nhat hién dién trong nha bac Ruth. Mot trong sé nhitng ngudi yéu cta
bac ay da tang n6 cho bac ay hoi bac dy con tré. Cé vé kho ma tin noi bac
Ruth cling ti'ng c6 nguoi yeu. Bac Dutton duong nhu la mot con nguoi
khong c6 that va dén ca birc chan dung ctia bac ay van dwgc dat trén tam
gia vé phu nhiéu trong phong khach ciling chang thé thuyét phuc dugc toi
tin vao su ton tai ctia bac ay.”

«21 thang Mo, 19...

“T6i thit Sau, cudc thi huing bién giita trrong trung hoc Shrewsbury va
hoc vién Queen da dién ra. Lic md&i dén, canh con trai truong Queen chac
mam rang ho sé dén dé nhin ngé va gianh chién thang... nhung dén lic tr@
vé nha, ho chang khac gi con ch6 cup dudi da dugc ngwdi ta mé mat cho.
Trén thyc t€, bai hung bién cta Perry da gianh chién thang. Cau da khién
moi nguoi sttng sot. Bén ca bac Ruth cling 1an dau tién trong doi thira nhan
cau la ngudi c6 té chat. Sau khi cudc thi két thic, cau da phéng nhu bay
dén gap Ilse va t6i trong hanh lang.

“ “T¢ xuat sac khong, Emily?’ cau tra héi. ‘T biét né c6 san trong
nguoi td, nhung té khong biét liéu t¢ cé6 lam né phat 16 duge khéng. Lic
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méi ditng lén, td thay luGi cling do vay... nhung roi t& nhin thdy cau dang
nhin t¢ nhw thé muén néi, ‘Cau cé thé lam dwgc... cdu phai lam dugc’...
vay la td tiép tuc bang hét sitc lyc cia minh. Chinh cdu da gianh thang lgi
trong cugc thi hung bién, Emily a.”

“Thé ddy, néi diéu nay tredc mat Ilse thi chang phai chuyén hay ho gi,
vi ban ay da danh bao nhiéu thgi gian tan tam tan lwc cung Perry, rén luyén
va lam trau lam ngwa cho cau ta. Khong hé c6 mot 10i tri an nao d6i véi ban
ay — tat ca déu duwgc danh cho t6i, ké chang lam bat c diéu gi ngoai trw
cham chu theo doi.

“ ‘Perry, cau la ké tho 16 vo on bac nghia,” t6i ndi... va dé mac cau ta
¢ do, mat nghét ra. Ilse gian dén do phat khoc oa 1én. Ké tw lic dé ban ay
khong thém noi nang gi v4i cau ta nita... va céi con Iiva Perry d6 chang thé
hiéu noi tai sao.

“ ‘Gi0 cau ay cau kinh vi chuyén gi méi dugc chit? Trong budi luyén
tap cudi cung ctia bon td, t& da cdm on cau dy vi da vat va dén thé roi ma,’
cau ta noi.

“Han nhién, thi tran Stovepipe c6 han ché cta né.”
« thang Hai, 19...

“T6i qua, ba Rogers da mdi bac Ruth va t6i tGi an téi dé gap chi gai va
anh ré cua ba ay, 6ng ba Herbert. Bac Ruth budc toc bang chiéc cap hinh vo
sO va mac bo vady nhung nau nong mui bang phién, gai chi€c ghim to hinh 6
van c6 giat téc ctia bac Dutton; con t6i mac chiéc vay mau héng tro, deo
chiéc vong c6 cong chiia Mena, ca nguwdi run 1én vi phan khich, béi ong
Herbert la mot thanh vién Noi cac va dugc dirng treéec madt cac vi vua. Ong
c6 cai dau to tudng, toéc bac trang va déi mat cham cham nhin vao tam tuw
nguwoi khac lau dén nai khién ta ndy sinh cam giac ky la rang ho c6 thé nhin
thay tam hon ta va doc ro nhitng can cé ma ta chang dam thi nhan véi ai
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ngay ca chinh ban than minh. Khu6én mat 6ng ay thudc kiéu mat tha vi bac
nhat. N6 an chita rat nhiéu diéu. N6 ghi ddu hét thdy nhitng trai nghiém
phong phii ma 6ng dy tirng kinh qua trong cudc doi phi thwong da dang sac
mau cia minh. Chi ca nhin bé ngoai th6i ngudi ta cling c6 thé khang dinh
ong dugc sinh ra dé lam ngwdi lanh dao. Lic an t6i, ba Rogers xép t6i ngoi
canh 6ng ay. T6i sg dén noi chang dam noéi nang gi... sg rang minh sé noéi
diéu ngu ngoc nao do... sg rang to6i sé pham phai mot sai lam 16 bich nao
d6. Vay nén t6i ct ngdi im & dé nhw mot con chudt va say suwa lang nghe.
Hom nay ba Rogers bao toi rang sau khi chiing toi ra vé, 6ng Herbert da
noi,

“ ‘Co bé Starr ¢ trang trai Trang Non dy la nguwdi cé tai an néi hon bat
c? cO gai nao tam tudi day ma toi trng gap.’

“Ngay dén ca mot chinh khach vi dai biét nhin xa trong rong nhw
thé... nhung vay day... t6i van khong vi thé ma phat hoang.

“Ma ong 4y lai that tuyét voi: ong ay khon ngoan, hém hinh va hai
hwée. Toi c6 cam gidc nhw dang dwgc udng mot loai regu tinh than hiém
hoi day kich thich. Tham chi t6i con quén ca mui bang phién ctia bac Ruth.
Pugc gap gd mot con ngwoi nhw thé, duge chirng kién cai nhin sac sdo cua
ong doi véi tro choi xay dung dé ché day hap dan qua thyc 1a mot sy kién
dang nh¢ xiét bao!

“H6m nay Perry da t6i nha ga dé xem mat ngai Herbert. Perry n6i mot
ngay nao do cdu ta ciling sé trd thanh nguwdoi vi dai nhu thé. Nhung khong
dau. Perry cé thé - va t6i tin la cdu sé lam dwgc — tién xa trén duwong doi...
gdt hai thanh cong. Nhung cau sé chi la mot chinh tri gia thanh cong...
khong bao gid vion t6i tam mdt chinh khach nhin xa trong rong. Ilse noi
doa len vai toi khi toi noi nhw vay.

“ ‘TG ghét Perry Miller,” ban ay birng birng nd khi n6i, ‘nhung té con
ghét nhitng ké hgm hinh hon nhiéu. Cau la ké hgm hinh, Emily Starr a. Cau
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cho rang chi vi Perry sinh ra va 16n 1én & thi tran Stovepipe nén cau ay
khong bao gio trd thanh nhan vat vi dai dugc. Néu cau 4y mang trong minh
dong mau Murray thiéng liéng ay thi cau sé chang tim dau ra sy han ché
trong tai nang cta cau ay!’

“T6i nghi Ilse that bat cong, va t6i ngao nghé hat cao dau.

“ ¢Xét cho cung,’ toi noi, ‘ludon co6 su khac biéet gitta Trang Non va thi

P13

tran Stovepipe.
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EMILY TREN DAI CAU VONG

Lucy Maud Montgomery
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 17: “Néu Nguwoi Hon Nguwoi”

Pa mudi redi va Emily thd dai nhan ra da dén lic di nga. Khi tr bita
tiéc may va cta Alice Kennedy tré& vé ltic chin rudi, co6 da xin phép ba Ruth
ngoi thém nita gio dé hoan thanh mat bai tap dac biét. Ba Ruth chdp thuan
v6i thai do mién cudng va hoai nghi, réi di ngd mot minh, kém theo 16i
canh bdo vat rang hay can than dé y nén diém. Emily can man hoc trong
bon muoi lam phit va danh mwdi lam phut viét tho. Bai tho hitng hye khao
khat dwgc hoan thanh, nhung Emily van kién quyét day cdp gidy to sang
mot bén.

Pén lic db, cd mdi nhd ra minh da dé cudén s6 Jimmy trong cap sach &
phong an. Thé nay thi khong 6n roi. Budi sang, ba Ruth sé xuéng nha truéc
co va thé nao cling sé kham xét cap sach, tim thdy cudn s6 Jimmy va doc
né cho xem. Trong cu6n s6 Jimmy cé nhitng thit khong nén dé ba Ruth doc
duwgc. Co6 phai 1én xudng dwdi nha mang n6 1én méi dugc.

Co hét strc khé khang m@ ctra va rén rén leo xudng cau thang, thét tim
trrdc moi tiéng buwdc chan cot ket. Ba Ruth, dang ngt trong phong ngu 16n
cu6i hanh lang, chac chan sé nghe thay nhitng tiéng cot ket nay. Ching du
sttc dung ca ngudi chét day ay chi. Tuy nhién, ching lai khong danh thirc
ba Ruth, va Emily tién dugc tdi phong an, tim thdy cap sach, va dung ldc
dinh quay tr& vé phong thi cd tinh cd liéc mét vé phia bé 10 sugi. O d6, dua
vao canh déng ho, la mot bitc thw gwi cho c6 cé vé nhw da dugc dwa dén
vao chuyén thw t6i; mot birc thw méng dep dé ghi dia chi cia mot to tap chi
& goc. Emily dé cay nén lén trén ban, xé md& phong bi, tim thay thong bao
chdp thuan mot bai tho va tdm séc ba d6 la. Nhitng thw chap thuan — dac
biét thu chdp thuan kém theo séc — van la nhitng su kién qua hiém hoi doi
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v6i c6 bé Emily cia ching ta dén mitc luon khién c6 bé hoi qua phan
khich. Co6 bé quén ludn ba Ruth... c6 bé quén ludn cai thuc té da gan muwoi
mot gio dém r6i: co bé that than ding do, doc di doc lai bitc thw ngan ngui
cla toa soan... ngan ngui, nhwng, chao 6i, ngot ngao xiét bao! “Bai tho hap
dan cta c6”... “chung t6i rat mong dwgc doc thém nhiéu tdc pham cua
cd”... Oi chao, ding vay, qua tinh, ho nén dugc doc thém nhiéu tdic phdm
nira.

Emily quay ngoat ngwoi lai. C6 phdi c6 tiéng go nhe trén civa khong
nhi? Khong phdi... & ctra s6. Ai vay? Cai gi vay? Ngay lic do, c6 bé nhan
thdy Perry dang ditng bén hién, toét miéng cwdi vGi co6 qua 6 ctra so6. Co bé
1ap tirc budce lai bén ctra s6 va van dang chim dam trong niém han hoan vi
tac pham dwoc chdp thuan, khong hé ngirng lai suy nghi, c6 bé lwét téi bén
chot ctra va day cira s6 l1én cao. Co bé biét Perry da & dau, va van thém
muoén dén chét duge biét cau dy xt ly moi chuyén nhw thé nao. Cau da
dwge moi dén an toi cung tién si Hardy tai ng6i nha dep dé trén ph6 Queen.
Pay duwgce xem nhw mot vinh dw 16n lao ma chang may hoc sinh dwgc nhan.
Perry nhan duwgc 16i mai nho bai dién thuyét xuat sac tai cudc thi hung bién
lién trwong. Tién si Hardy da nghe duwgc tin nay va quyét dinh rang day la
mot chang trai c6 trién vong.

Perry hanh dién vo ctung vi 101 mdi nay va khoe khoang hét 10i vé né
vOi Teddy va Emily — khong phai véi Ilse, von van chwa chiu tha thit cho
cau ay vi cach cu xt¥ khong hé khéo 1éo trong budi tdi dién ra cudce thi hung
bién d6. Emily mirng cho cau, nhung van canh bao Perry phai can than moi
dwong di nwdc bude khi & nha tién si Hardy. C6 bé khong khéi c6 doi chut
e ngai do6i v4i cach (ng x1r xa giao ctia Perry, nhung cau chang lai chang
cam thay gi sat. Cau sé on ca thoi, cau ngao man tuyén bo. Perry ngoi vat
véo trén bé ctta s6 con Emily ngoi trén goc ghé sofa phia dwdi, ty nhu rang
c6 1é chi mat mot phut thoi.
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“Luc di qua t6é nhin thidy c6 anh sang bén ctta s6,” Perry ndi. “vay nén
td nghi ct tht ng6 nghieng bén canh xem liéu co phai la cau khong. Chi
muon ké cho cau nghe moi chuyén khi né van con néng hoi hoi. Phai noi,
Emily a, cau da duang... d...d...n...g! T@ nén mim cuwoi. Cho du c6 cac mot
tram do6 thi t& cling sé khong trai qua bu6i tdi nay mot lan niva.”

“Cau da x& ly moi chuyén nhu thé nao?” Emily lo lang héi. Theo mot
nghia nao do, cd6 bé cam thdy minh phai chiu trdch nhiém cho cung cach
tng x cda Perry. Cung cach tng x& ctia cau déu la dugc rén luyén tw
Trang Non ca.

Perry toét miéng cuoi.

“Chuyén nao long lam. TG da bdt di dwoc vo khoi tinh tw phu réi day
nay. T¢ doan cau sé thay chuyén thé la t6t.”

“C6 thé cau van con dé sét lai chat it day,” Emily lanh lung noi.
Perry nhun vai.

“Pugc roi, td sé ké hét moi chuyén cho cau, mién la cau khong néi lai
v6i Ilse hay Teddy. T& sé khong dé ho cudi vao miii t¢ dau. TG dén chd pho
Queen ding gio... t¢ van nhd nhuw in tat ca moi chuyén cau dan do va giay
ung, ca vat, mong tay, khan tay va lic t¢ & bén ngoai thi déu 6n thda ca.
Pén lic té téi ngdi nha thi rac réi bat dau xudt hién. Ngo6i nha 16n va 1ong
lay dén do t¢ thay ky ky... khong phai s¢ dau... lic do6 t6& khong thay sg...
ma chi hoi giat minh nhw thé t& chi chyc nhdy phat di ay... giong nhw mot
con meéo xa la khi cau tim cach vo vé né dy. TG rung chudng; tat nhién, né
bi ket va c¢ thé kéu nhu dién ay. Té co6 thé nghe thay tiéng n6 vang khap
hanh lang, va t& nghi, ‘R6i ho sé cho la minh chang biét lam gi ra hon
ngoai viéc ct gitt chuong reo khong ngirng cho t6i tan khi c6 nguwdi dén
cho xem,” va thé nén t& thay bdéi ro6i qua. Co6 hau con lam t& boi réi hon
nita. Té khong biét liéu c6 nén bat tay co dy hay khong.”
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“Oi, Perry!”
) y

“Oi, t6 khong biét that ma. Trudc day da bao gid t& c6 mit & ngdi nha
nao cé mot ngwdi hau nhw thé dau, an dién banh bao véi mii vai va tap dé
nho nhan cau ky. Nhin ¢6 ay, t6 cdm thay minh that ré ring.”

“Cau co6 bat tay c6 ay khong?”
“Khong.”
Emily thd dai nhe nhom.

“Co ay gilt cita md va td buwdc vao trong nha. Lic do, t¢ khong biét
phai lam gi nita. Phong chirng té ¢t ditng do6 t6i moc ré ra cho tdi tan khi
dich than tién si Hardy dang dén — da dén — bang qua hanh lang. Ong ay bét
tay t& va chi cho t& cho cat mii va do khodc ro6i dan t¢ vao phong khach gap
vo Ong ay. San nha tron nhuw bang ay... va dang lic té dat chan lén tam
thdm nho ctra phong khéach n6 trugt khoi chan t¢ va t¢ nga xudng trugt trén
san nha, chan di trudc dau theo sau, dirng lai ngay canh ba Hardy. T¢ nam
ngtra, chu khong up sap xuong, néu khong thi dau da u mot cuc réi dy chw
nhi?”

Emily khéng cudi noi.
“Qi, Perry!”

“Tic dién 1én dugc mat, Emily a, c6 phai 16i ctia t& dau co chi. Tat tat
phép xa giao trén doi nay cling chang thé ngan can chuyén dé xay ra dugc.
Tat nhién, t¢ thdy minh chang khac gi tén ngéc, nhung té van ditng day va
cwoi pha 1én. Ngoai té ra chang ai cwoi hét. Tat ca bon ho déu té vé nha
nhdn lich sy. Ba Hardy diu dang nhw nwéc vay — hy vong td khong ty gay
thuwong tich cho ban than, con tién si Hardy néi 6ng ay khong chi mdt lan
trirgt ngd dung theo cach do tir sau hoi ho bo loai tham to bam dinh san dé
dung tham nho va san go cing. TG sg khong dam di chuyén, vay nén t&d
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ngoi xuodng cai ghé gan nhat, ma trén dé lai c6 san mét con cho roi... con
Peke do ba Hardy nuéi. Oi, t& khong 1am né chét dau... giita t& v6i né thi
chinh té méi 1a ké sg mat mat. Pén lic té chuyén dugce sang mot cai ghé
khéac ti nan thi bo héi... m6 hoi moé ké va rong rong trén mat. Bing lic do
c6 thém may nguoi nita dén, vay nén dai loai da giap t& thoat khdi con
nguy khon, va td c6 thoi gian chinh lai tdc phong ctia minh. Té thay tay
chén thtra thai qua. Con ing cua td thi vira qua kho vira t6i tan. Roi t¢ phat
hién ra minh dut hai tay vao tdi quan va dang huyt sdo.”

Emily dgm giong, “Oi, Perry,” nhung roi ditng lai, nuét 15i dinh néi
vao trong long. Con biét n6i bat ky diéu gi dugc nita?

“T¢ biét hanh dong dé khong thich hop chit nao, vay nén té ngirng lai
va rut tay ra khoi tdi... r6i bat dau gam méng tay. Cudi cung, t& nhét tay
xuong duwdi moéng va ngoi de 1én trén. TG quap chan duwéi ghé, va cit ngoi
nhw thé cho t6i tan khi bon t& di an toi... van ngoi nhw thé khi mét ba béo
lach bach bwéc vao va tat cd moi nguwoi déu ditng day. Té khong ding...
chang thay c6 ly do gi dé lam thé ca... c6 ca dong ghé ra ddy con gi. Nhung
sau do t& chot hiéu ra rang do 1a mot tro xa giao va té cling phai diing day.
TG co nén dung day khong?”

“Tat nhién r6i,” Emily noi, vé mét moéi. “Cau khong nh¢ Ilse thuong
ray la cau nhu thé nao vé chinh van dé do a?”

“Oi, t& quén mat roi... Ilse liic ndo ma chéng lai nhai hét chuyén nay
chuyén kia ch¢. Nhung cé song qua thi mdi biét. Té sé khong quén lan niva
dau, cau c6 thé ca nhu vay ddy. O d6 c6 ba bén ngudi con trai khac — gido
vién tiéng Phap mdi va hai nguwoi chii ngan hang — cung v6i may nguoi phu
nit. TG tdi cho ban an t6i ma khong nga lan ra san va ngoi vao chiéc ghé dat
gitra tiéu thu Hardy va ba gia t¢ mdi nhac dén ddy. T¢ liéc nhin quanh ban
— va ro6i, Emily a, cudi cung t& cling biét sg la gi r6i. Thuc 1ong ma néi
tredc nay td chwa bao gio biét sg. Cam giac do that kinh khiuing. T¢ dang sg
hai mét tram phan tram. H6i xwa t@ c twéng cung cach ctia moi ngudi &
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Trang Non nha cdu moi khi c6 khach da dang s¢ lam r6i, nhwng té chuwa
bao gio nhin thay bat ct thit gi giong nhw cai ban d6 — hét thdy déu choi
16a, 1ap lanh, va du thia nia va moi thit dé cho cua ai cling cling c6 phan. Cé
mot mau banh mi dwgc boc trong khan an cta t¢ va né roi ra roi lan trén
san nha. TG c6 thé cam thdy ca c6 lan mat minh déu dé birng 1én. Chac han
cau sé goi thé la xau ho dén doé mat. Trudc nay... tredc day... t& chwa bao
gio xau ho dén do mat ca - theo t¢ nhd la thé. T¢ khong biét liéu té c6 nén
ding day di ra nhat n6 1én hay khong. Roi ¢6 hau ban mang dén cho t& mot
mau banh khac. Té dung sai thia dé an xup, nhung té da c6 gang nhd xem
bac Laura da noi gi vé cach an xap ding chuan. Té tiép tuc yén 6n an thém
mot vai thia day nita... r6i t& bi thu hat bédi mot chuyén ma ai dé6 dang
néi... va réi nuot chirng.”

“Cau c6 nghiéng dia dé vét not thia xtp cudi cung khong day?” Emily
tuyét vong hoi.

“Khong, té dang dinh lam thé thi syc nhé ra hanh dong d6 khong thich
hop. Té cling ghét bé phi né lam. Xip ngon kinh 1én dwgc ma té lai doi
meo. Ba goa gia ditng dan ng6i canh t¢ da lam thé day. T¢ xi ly kha on
mon thit va rau, ngoai trtr mot lan. Té xién mot nia day u thit va khoai tay
va dung lic nhac nia 1én thi t& thady ba Hardy dang nhin, va r6i t¢ nhé ra
minh khong nén xién nhiéu thitrc an nhw vay... vay la té giat ndy minh... va
no roi hét vao trong khan an cua té. T¢ khong biét néu gat n6 1én bé trd lai
vao dia cda té thi c6 ding phép xa giao khong, vay nén té cit dé mac né &
d6. Moén banh pudding rat on... chi cé diéu t¢ dung thia dé an — cai thia
xUp cua td ay — trong khi tat ca nhitng nguwoi khac thi an bang nia. Nhung
an bang cach nay hay cach khac thi né van ngon y nhw vay théi, va té dan
dan khong con lo ldng nita. O Trang Non, nha cau lic nao ciing ding thia
dé an banh pudding con gi.”

“Sao cau khong quan sat xem nguwdi khac lam gi roi bat chuwdc theo
ho?”
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“Qua hoi hop. Nhung dé té ndi cau nghe nhé... xem hét moi loai, do
an khong ngon hon chut xiu nao so vGi ¢ Trang Non cua cau dau... khong
hé, ngon bang ciling khéng ludn, khong doi nao. Tai ndu nwéng ctia bac
Elizabeth sé vinh vién an dit nha Hardy — va ho khong dé cau an bat ky
mon gi qua nhiéu! Sau bita t6i, moi nguwdi quay trd lai phong sinh hoat — ho
goi n6 la phong khach... va moi chuyén khong dén noi qua té hai. T&
chang lam gi khong hgp quy cach hét, ngoai trir viéc ngd nhao 1én mot cai
gia sach.”

“Perry!”

“Qi chao, né von da lung lay roi. Trong ltc néi chuyén véi 6ng Hardy,
t@ dwa ngudi vao no, va c6 18 t¢ dwa hoi manh, vi cai mén doé bang thép do
da dé nhao. Nhung, dwong nhu viéc dyng né ding lai ngay ngan va dem
sach tra lai cho cii da gitp té budng 1éng tam tw, va sau do t¢ khong dén noi
im thin thit nhw ngdm hot thi nita. Moi chuyén vé sau khong dén mirc té
qua... chi cé diéu c& thinh thodng chwa kip kiém ché gi t¢ da lai budt
miéng bat ra mét tir 16ng. Néi cho cau biét nhé, Itic dé t¢ chi wéc gi da nghe
theo 10i khuyén ctia cau vé chuyén noéi tiéng 16ng. Mot lan, ba béo kia dong
y v6i mot diéu t¢ vira néi... ba ay thay khong biét liéu ba dy qua that c6 ba
cai cam hay khoéng... va t¢ phan khich quéa d6 khi phat hién ra ba ay ung ho
minh, dén noi chwa kip nghi gi thi t¢ da hitng 1én ma néi vdi ba ay, ‘Chuan
khong can chinh luén.” Vi cd t¢ doén la t& hoi ba hoa. T¢ c6 ba hoa qua
khong, Emily?”

Truwdc day cau hoi nay chua bao gio ndy sinh trong tam tri Perry.

“Co6 ddy,” Emily thang than noi, “va do la 16i cu xtr rat khong dung 1é
théi.”

“Cha, sau khi hanh dong nhw thé thi t¢ cdm thay hoi khé chiu. Han la
t¢ con v6 khoi thit can phai hoc hoi, Emily a. T¢ s& mua mot cuon sach day
xa giao va chan thanh hoc tit dau dén cudi. Trong doi t& sé khong con
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nhitng budbi t6i nhw thé nay nita. Nhung dén lic cudi thi moi chuyén kha
kham hon nhiéu. Ong Jim Hardy dan t& vao phong riéng roi chiing t& choi
cO vGi nhau va t¢ oanh cho 6ng dy thua toi td. T¢ néi cho cau biét nhé,
cung cach choi co cia té khong cé gi khong phu hgp 1é thoi hét. Va ba
Hardy néi bai huing bién cta t& ¢ cudc thi hung bién la bai néi xuat sac nhat
ba ay tirng duwgc nghe tit mot cdu con trai tam tudi t@, va ba &y mudn biét t&
theo dudi muc tiéu nao. Ba ay la mot phu nhan nhé nhan vi dai va hiéu biét
sau sac vé cac phép giao ti€p xa hoi. Po6 chinh la mot ly do khién t¢ mudn
sau nay dén thoi diém phu hgp sé cudi cau, Emily a... t¢ phai c6 mot nguoi
vo c6 dau 6c.”

“Pung co ndi nhang noi cudi, Perry,” Emily ndi giong kiéu ngao.

“Nhang cudi cai gi chit,” Perry budng binh noéi. “Va da dén lic ching
minh gidi quyét mot chuyén réi. Cau khong can phai té ra kiéu cang ngao
man voi t¢ vi cau la mot ngwoi nha Murray. Mot ngay nao do tG sé la mot
vi hon phu dang gia... ngay ca v&i mot ngwoi nha Murray di nita. Thoi nao,
t¢ muon nghe ciu tra 10i dén chét di dugc roi day.”

Emily khinh khinh ditng day. Giong nhu hét thay cac c6 gai khac, co
bé cling tirng 6m gidc mong vé mot tinh yéu lang man, nhung Perry Miller
khong dy phan trong nhitng giac mdng do.

“Té khong phai mot ngwdi nha Murray... va td 1én lau day. Chuc cau
ngu ngon.”

“Dgi ntra gidy thoi,” Perry noi, toét miéng cudi. “Khi chuéng dong ho
diém muoi mot gio, t¢ sé hon cau.”

Nhat thoi, Emily khong tin ndi Perry lai nhac dén du chi la thodng qua
mot hanh dong kiéu d6... ma thé mdi thady co6 ngu ngdc lam sao, vi Perry
von quen thoi ludn ludn noi gi lam ndy. Nhung, tinh dén thoi diém do, cau
chwa bao gio t6 ra la con nguwdi uy mi. Co phét 16 10i nhan nhu cia cau,
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nhuwng lai nan na thém mat lic dé hoi mot cau niva vé bita toi & nha Hardy.
Perry khong trad 10i cau hoéi: ding lic c6 1én tiéng thi dong hé da bat dau
diém mudi mot gio... cau vung chan qua bau ctra s6 va buwdc vao trong
phong. Emily nhan ra qua mudn rang cau that sy dinh lam y nhw da ndi.
Chi da thoi gian thup dau xuéng va nu hon manh mé néng nhiét cia Perry
— cac nu hon cua Perry chang mang chut tinh t€ nao hét — roi xudng tai thay
vi dau vao ma co bé.

DPrng lic Perry hon ¢6 va triede khi 101 phan do6i day phan nd ctia ¢ bé
kip bat ra trén dau moéi, hai chuyén dong loat xdy ra. Mot con gié tir ngoai
hién quét vao phong thoi tat ngon nén nho va canh cira phong an bat ma,
ro6i ba Ruth xudt hién bén ngudng ctra, quan nguwoi trong chiéc vay ngua
bang vaéi flannel mau hong, cam theo mot cay nén khac, anh sang ctia no6
hat nguwoc 1én trén, khién khuén mat nghiém nghi duwgc bao gitta vang hao
quang la nhitng cai 16 cuén toc toat 1én mot vé that dang so.

DPay chinh 1a mot trong nhitng tredng hop khién mot nha viét tiéu st
tan tam ndy sinh cdm nghi, theo nhw 16i no6i sang sudt ctia nguwdi xwa, ngoi
but khong du sic danh gia ding hoan canh.

Emily va Perry ditng im nhv hoa da. Va, trong mot thoang, chinh ba
Ruth cling vay. Ba da chac mam sé tim thay Emily dang viét lach & day, y
nhw c6 bé da lam vao maot budi t6i hoi thang trwedc, khi Emily ndy sinh cam
hitng diing vao gid di nga nén da 1én xuoéng phong an am ap dé chép lai vao
cuon s6 Jimmy. Nhung con cai nay! To6i phai thtra nhan rang né qua cé vé
té that. That long ma néi, t6i cho la ching ta khoé c6 thé do6 16i cho ba Ruth
vi si phan no chinh dang cua ba.

Ba Ruth nhin cdp doi thiéu may man nay.
“Cau dang lam gi ¢ day?” ba hoi Perry.

Thi trdn Stovepipe mac phai sai lam.

https://thuviensach.vn



“0, dang tim mot mon an tron tria a,” Perry dap lai mot cach ty nhién,
d6i mat dot nhién sang r& vdi nét 1au ca va su tinh quai vo thién vo phap.

Sy “lao xwgce” cta Perry — ba Ruth goi n6 nhw vay ddy, va, that l1ong
ma noi, t6i nghi cau qua la xdc lao that — 1€ ti nhién da khién tinh hinh cang
thém t6i té. Ba Ruth quay sang phia Emily.

“Co 18 chau co thé gidi thich tai sao chéu lai & day, vao gio nay, hon
cau chang nay trong bong t6i?”

Cau hoi tho 16 séng swgng ay khién Emily lui lai nhw thé vira bi ba
Ruth danh mot cu. Co bé da quén mat néu chi dya vao su kién bay ra truéc
mat thi chang dé gi oan trach ba Ruth, vay nén c6 dé mac cho mot linh hon
ngang nganh chui vao am 1ay c6. C6 bé ngao nghé ngang cao dau.

“Chau khong c6 gi dé gidi thich trudc mot cau hoi nhw thé, bac Ruth

»

“Ta khong nghi la chau sé c6 cach giai thich nao.”

Ba Ruth bat 1én mot tiéng cudi 10 vé khé chiu ro rang, phang phat mot
am thanh nghich tai ham chita sy dac thang. Nguoi ta han c6 thé nghi rang,
an sau dwdi con gian dit cia ba, mot diéu gi d6 da khién ba Ruth hai long.
N6 chinh la sy hai long khi chitng minh dwgc mot y kién ma ching ta van
lu6n luén ap u trong long vé bat ky ai. “Cha, c6 1é chau sé rong lugng tra
10i mot vai cau héi. Lam sao anh chang nay lai dén dugc day?”

“Ctlra s a,” Perry n6i ngan gon, nhan thdy Emily khong cé y dinh tra

2

101.

“T6i khong héi cau, thwa cau. Di di,” ba Ruth néi, chi vé phia ctra so
v0i veé rat kich.
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“Chau sé khong nhac chan bwdc ra khéi can phong nay trir phi chau
thdy r6 ba dinh lam gi Emily,” Perry buéng binh noi.

“T6i,” Ruth noi, vdi vé tho o dang sg, “sé khong lam gi Emily hét.”

“Ba Dutton, ba hay cw xtr theo ding tinh than thwong vo di a,” Perry
ngon ngot khan cau. “Toan bd chuyén nay la 16i caa chau... thwe sy nhw
vay ddy a! Emily khong dang bi khién trach. Ba thay ddy, chuyén nhw thé
nay a...”

Nhung Perry da qua mudn.

“Ta da yéu cau chau géi cta ta giai thich nhwng n6 tir choi. Ta khong
muon nghe cau.”

“Nhung...” Perry van kién tri.

“Cau di di thi hon, Perry,” Emily n6i, khuéon mdt van tan mat nhitng
dau vét gian dir. Co no6i khé khang, nhung ngay cé nhitng nguwdi dam chat
Murray nhét trong s6 nhitng nguwdi nha Murray ciing khong thé dién dat
mot yéu cau kién quyét hon. Trong yéu cau dy cé mot sac thai dac biét nao
do6 khién Perry khong dam phan do6i. Cau ngoan ngoan 16m com bo ra ngoai
ctra s6 lan vao trong man dém. Ba Ruth tién lén phia trudc va dong chat
ctra lai. R6i, triét dé phét 10 Emily, ba oai vé huéng than hinh bé nhé boc
trong chiéc vay flannel hong di lén trén tang.

T6i d6 Emily khéng ngu ngon... va t6i phai thtra nhan c6 khong xing
dang duwgc mot gidc nga say. Sau khi con gian dir bot phat cua c6 da tiéu
tan, noi xau hoé nhw mot ngon roi quat vao tam hon c6. Emily nhan ra qua la
vO cung ngu ngoc thi méi tv chdi gidi thich véi ba Ruth. Khi mét tinh
huéng kiéu thé phat sinh dwdi chinh mai nha cta ba, ba c6 quyén dugc
nghe giai thich, khéng can biét cach ba doi héi né c6 dang ghét va kho chiu
dén mtc nao. Tat nhién, ba sé khong tin 1dy mot 10i; nhung Emily, néu da
giai thich, sé khong lam 16i suy dién sai lam cta ba phitc tap thém.
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Emily tuyét doi tin chac minh sé bi tong c6 vé Trang Non trong noi
nhuc nha. Ba Ruth sé khong chit Iwu tinh ma tr chdi gitt mot ditra con gai
nhw thé ¢ lai nha minh 1au hon nita... ba Elizabeth sé tan thanh y kién cta
ba... ba Laura sé tan v@ trai tim. Tham chi, long trung thanh cua ong
Jimmy liéu c6 con duy tri dwgc khong? Vién canh cay dang xiét bao. Cling
chang c6 gi la khi Emily phai tran troc ca dém. C6 bé kho s& dén noi moi
nhip tim dap duong nhw ciing déu khién c6 dau dén. Va, t6i phai ndi lai lan
nita, mot cach ré rang tot buc, cd6 bé xitng dang phdi nhan diéu dé. Toi
khong c6 bat ky 16i cdm thong hay bién ho nao danh cho co.

https://thuviensach.vn



EMILY TREN DAI CAU VONG
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Chuong 18: Bang Chitng Gian Tiép

Sang thit Bay, tai ban an, ba Ruth van duy tri sy im ldng lanh lung,
nhung vira phét bo va an banh mi, ba vita cwdi mot minh vé doc ac. Ai
cling c6 thé nhin thay ré rang ba Ruth dang hai long - va, cling ro rang
khong kém, rang Emily khong dwgc nhw thé. Ba Ruth chuyén banh mi va
mut cam sang cho Emily v§i vé lich sy chét ngwdi, nhu thé néi,

“Ta sé khong bé qua mot chit xiu xiu hanh dong khong ding dan nao.
Ta c6 thé téng chau khoi nha ta, nhung néu chau di ma khong an sang thi
do sé la 16i cta chau.”

Sau bita sang, ba Ruth Ién khu pho thwgng. Emily ngo rang ba di goi
dién cho bac si Burnley nhd chuyén tin t6i Trang Non. Co bé tin chac khi
ba Ruth quay tr¢ lai, co6 sé nhan dwgc thong bao dong goi hanh ly. Nhung
ba Ruth van khong néi gi. Tam giita bu6i chiéu, 6ng Jimmy dén, danh theo
cO xe trugt tuyét hai cho ngoi. Ba Ruth ra ngoai hoi y véi 6ng. Roi ba vao
nha va cudi cung cling pha tan sy im lang.

“Mac 4o khoac vao,” ba noéi. “Chiing ta sé dén Trang Non.”

Emily lang lang tuan 16i. C6 budc vao ghé sau co xe trugt tuyét con ba
Ruth ngdi 1én ghé truéc canh 6ng Jimmy. Ong Jimmy ngoai dau lai, nhin
Emily ti phia trén c6 do choang 16ng ctia 6ng va néi “Chao Méo Con,” véi
vé twoi cwoi khich 1€ hoi qua nong dam. C6 vé nhw 6ng Jimmy tin rang da
c6 chuyén gi do rat nghiém trong xdy ra, mac du 6ng khong biét cu thé la
chuyén gi.
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Chuyén xe bang qua nhitng khodng xam, nhitng ngoc nga swrong khéi
dep dé ctia budi chiéu dong khong mang lai cam giac dé chiu. Luc xe dén
Trang Non, khong khi cling khong hé dé chiu. Ba Elizabeth trong c6 vé
nghiem nghi. Ba Laura trong c6 vé sg hai.

“To6i dwa Emily vé day,” ba Ruth néi, “vi tdi cdm thdy minh khong du
khd nang mot minh tng pho vdi con bé. Chi va Laura, Elizabeth a, phai tw
minh danh gia 16i cu x& ctia con bé.”

Vay ra sap c6 mot budi xét xit tai gia dinh, trong d6 c6, Emily, trinh
dién trudc toa an cong ly. Cong ly... liéu cd c6 nhan dugc cong ly khong?
Cha, c6 sé dau tranh vi né. Co6 hat cao dau va sac mau hong hao bat dau tré
lai trén khuon mat.

Luc co6 tir phong riéng buwdc xudng dudi tang thi moi nguwdi da té tuu
trong phong khach. Ba Elizabeth ng6i canh ban. Ba Laura da nwdc mat
ngan nwdc mat dai ngoi trén sofa. Ba Ruth ding trén tdm tham nho tredce 1o
suwdi, cau kinh nhin 6ng Jimmy, ltic nay da yén vi ¢ goc phia sau thay vi tGi
kho théc nhu dang 1€ phai thé, kién quyét, y hét Perry, mu6én xem xem moi
nguoi dinh lam gi Emily. Ba Ruth dang kho chiu. Ba chi wdc gi ba
Elizabeth dirng c6 ltic nao cling khang khang chap thuan cho 6ng Jimmy
tham gia vao cac buoi hop gia dinh riéng t moi khi 6ng mudn cé mat. That
phi ly khi cho rang mot dita tré to xac nhw 6ng Jimmy lai c6 bat ky quyén
gi & do.

Emily khong ngoi xuéng. Cé bé dén ding canh ctta s6, mai dau den
no6i bat trén nén rem mau do tham, t6i sam va diu dang nhi mot cay thong
in hinh trén nén troi hoang hon mua xuan. Ngoai kia, ca thé gidi trang xda
té cong trdi dai dwdi anh chang vang buét gia dau thang Ba. Phia bén kia
khu veeon va hang dwong Lombardy, nhitng canh dong cta trang trai Trang
Non toat 1én nét co6 don va thé lwong, dang sau né, bau trgi lic chiéu ta han
1én vét mau dé 6i. Emily rung minh.
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“Cha,” ong Jimmy néi, “bat dau di thoi dé gidi quyét chuyén nay cho
xong. Chac han Emily muén an téi r6i.”

“MGt khi cau biét diéu ma toi da biét vé con bé, cau sé thady con bé
khong chi can bita toi théi dau,” ba Dutton néi giong cay doc.

“T6i biét tat ca moi diéu ma bat ky nguwdi nao can biét vé Emily,” 6ng
Jimmy bat lai.

“Jimmy Murray, cau la do con ltra,” ba Ruth gian di ndi.

“Ai cha, ching ta 1a ho hang ma,” éng Jimmy tan thanh véi vé man
nguyen.

“Jimmy, im di,” ba Elizabeth oai nghiém noéi, “Ruth, ba can néi gi thi
noi cho chung toi nghe xem nao.”

Ba Ruth ké lai toan bo cau chuyén. Ba bam sat thue t€, nhung thai do
twong thuat cua ba khién sy tinh tham chi con c6 vé den t6i hon thuc chat.
Thuc ra, ba da tru tinh dé nhao nan tir d6 mot cau chuyén v6 cung xau xa,
va Emily rung minh lan nita khi nghe ké lai. Trong khi cau chuyén dugc
twong thuat lai, khuon mdt ba Elizabeth cang luc cang nghiem nghi va lanh
lung, ba Laura bat khoc, con 6ng Jimmy bat dau huyt séo.

“Cau ta da hon 1én co con bé,” ba Ruth két luan. Ba nhan manh vao
chuyén do6 nhw thé, hon 1én nhitng cho binh thwdng ngwoi ta van hén da xau
xa lam r6i nhwng hon 1én c6 la chuyén con ghé tém va dang ho then hon
gap ngan lan.

“That ra 1a & tai chdu chit,” Emily lam bam, khong kip kiém ché nu
cwoi toe bat chot nd ro trén khuon mat. Bén dwdi hét thay nhitng lo lang so
hai dang lan toa trong c6, van c6 mot Thit Gi D6 dang ditng & phia sau ma
thuong thitc chuyén nay - cai kich tinh, khia canh hai kich ctia n6. Nhung
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si bot phat ctia n6 lai 1a tot cing thiéu may man. N6 khién c6 bé c6 vé xac
ldo va khong biét xau ho.

“Nao, toi hoi cac chi,” ba Ruth ndi, vung hai ban tay map map, “lieu
cac chi c6 thé trong dgi toi gitt mot diva con gai nhw né & lai nha t6i lau hon
nita khong?”

“Khong, toi khéng cho la ching t6i cé thé lam thé,” ba Elizabeth cham
rai noi.

Ba Laura bit dau nitc ng khong chiit kiem ché. Ong Jimmy dap hai
chan ghé trvdc xudng danh ram mot cai.

Emily xoay ngudi khdi ctra s6 va déi dién vai tat ca bon ho.
“Chau mu6n giai thich chuyén da xay ra, bac Elizabeth.”

“Ta nghi ching ta da nghe chuyén nay du ro6i,” ba Elizabeth lanh lung
noi - cang lanh lung hon vi trai tim ba da bi mot noi that vong cay dang nao
dé lap kin. Ba da dan dan tré nén yéu quy va ty hao vé Emily, theo céi cach
kin déo, dé dat cia mot ngwdi mang trong minh dong mau Murray: bang
viéc phat hién ra hanh kiém ctia c6 bé c6 thé dén mic nay, ba Elizabeth
khong khac gi bi giang cho mot don tri mang. No6i dau dén sau sac dy cang
khién ba tr@ nén tan nhan hon

“Khong dau, gio thai d6 nay khong hiéu qua nita roi, bac Elizabeth a,”
Emily binh tinh néi. “Chau da qua tudi dé bi doi x nhu thé r6i. Cac bac
phai nghe cau chuyeén tw goc nhin ctia chau.”

Khuon mat c6 bé toat 1én cai sac thai Murray do - céi sac thai ma ba
Elizabeth tirng biét va van con nhé r6 mon mat ti rat 1au roi. Ba thdy dao
dong.
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“T6i qua chau da c6 co hoi giai thich r6i,” ba Ruth cam cau, “va chau
da khong tan dung no.”

“B@i vi chau bi tén thwong va gian dit do bac suy nghi vé chdu mot
cach toi té hét mitc nhw thé,” Emily n6i. “Thém nita, chau biét bac sé khong
tin chau.”

“Ta sé tin chau néu chau ké sy thye,” ba Ruth néi. “Ly do khién chau
khong giai thich vao budi téi hom qua la vi dudi tinh thé cap bach do, chau
khong thé nghi ra dugc 161 bao bién nao cho hanh kiém ctia chadu. Phong
chtrng tir lic d6 dén gio chau da c6 du thoi gian dé bia ra diéu gi d6 r6i.”

“Chi da bao gio biét Emily néi d6i mdt lan nao chwa?” 6ng Jimmy hoi.

Ba Dutton hé moi dinh néi “Ro6i”. Nhwng roi lai khép miéng lai. Han
la 6ng Jimmy muon héi mot vi du cu thé? Ba tin chac Emily da noi véi ba...
nhitng chuyén bia dat... mot vai lan, nhung ba cé bang chitng gi chitng
minh diéu d6 ch?

“Chi c6 biét khong?” Ga Jimmy xau xa dé van khong chiu nhugng bo.

“Ta sé khong dé cau tra héi ta.” Ba Ruth quay lung lai phia ong.
“Elizabeth, t6i van néi vdi chi rang dita con gai dé rat kho lwong va ranh
manh phai khong?”

“Pung,” ba Elizabeth t0i nghiép thtra nhan, c6 phan cam ta troi dat vi
khong can phai do dv khi xac nhan diém dé6. Chac chan ba Ruth da noéi véi
ba nhu thé khong biét bao nhiéu lan.

“Va chang phai chuyén nay da chitng té t6i no6i ding sao?”

“T6i... e la... vay.” Ba Elizabeth Murray cam thay day la mot thoi khac
cay dang xiét bao.
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“Vay thi chi phai quyét dinh can x ly chuyén nay ra sao,” ba Ruth
dac thang néi.

“Van chwa dau,” ong Jimmy kién quyét chen ngang. “Cac chi van
chwa cho Emily chit xiu co hdi gidi thich nao. Nhuw thé khong phai la cach
xét Xi* cong bang. Gid hdy cho c6 bé mwoi phit néi chuyén ma khong ngat
ngang lan nao hét.”

“Lam thé cho cong bang di,” ba Elizabeth néi, bat ngd tré nén kién
quyét. Trong long ba dang ndy sinh mdt niém hy vong dién ro6, phi ly rang,
sau rot, Emily c6 1é c6 kha nang tw tra lai su trong sach cho ban than.

“Q... vay thi...” phu nhan Dutton mién cu&ng dau hang va ngdi uych
xuong cai ghé cia cu Archibald Murray.

“Nao, Emily, ké cho cac bac nghe xem thuc ra da cé chuyén gi nao,”
ong Jimmy noi.

“Nay, toi lay danh dy ra ma thé day!” ba Ruth bung né. “Cé phai y cau
néi la chuyén t6i ké khong phai chuyén thue sy da xay ra?”

Ong Jimmy gic ban tay 1én.

“Nao... nao... chau cé co hoi néi réi day. N6i xem nao, Méo Con.”

Emily ké lai tr dau dén cudi cau chuyén. Co6 diéu gi do trong cau
chuyén c6 bé ké lai d3 mang dén sy thuyét phuc. {t nhat trong s& cac thinh
gid cling c6 ba nguoi tin twédng co6 va cam thdy mot sitc ndng khong 16 da
duwgc nhac ra khéi tam tri. Tham chi ba Ruth, tan trong tham tam, ciing biét
rd Emily dang ke lai su thue, chi c6 diéu ba sé khong thira nhan nhuw thé.

“MGt cau chuyén dugce bia dat dén la tai tinh, xin thé trén danh dv ctia
toi ddy,” ba néi giong giéu cot.
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Ong Jimmy ditng day bing ngang qua cin phong. Ong cilii ngudi
xuong tredc mat phu nhan Dutton va gi bd mat hong hao véi chom rau hinh
chac va doi mat nau tho tré dwdi mai téc hoa ram xoan tit bu xu vao sat sat
mat ba.

“Ruth Murray,” 6ng noéi, “chi c6 con nhé cau chuyén lan truyén khap
noi bon mwoi nam truede vé chi va Fred Blair khong? Chi c6 nhé khong?”

Ba Ruth x6 cai ghé ra phia sau. Ong Jimmy bam sat theo ba.

“Chi c6 con nhé rang chinh chi da bi bat gap trong mot tinh canh khé
X[ con t6i té hon chuyén nay nhiéu khong? Coé phai thé khong?”

Mot lan nita, ba Ruth tdi nghiép lai x6 cai ghé vé phia sau. Mot lan
nita, ong Jimmy lai bam theo.

“Chi c6 con nhé chi da phat dién phat r6 dén mitc nao vi moi ngwoi
khong tin chi khong? Ay vy nhung cha chi da tin chi... 6ng ay di tin twéng
maéu thit cia minh. Ong &y c6 nhu thé khong?”

Lan nay ba Ruth da tién sat dén birc twong va danh phai dau hang vo
diéu kién.

“T0i... toi... van nhd kha ro,” ba néi ngan gon.

Hai go ma cua ba da do nhu tom ludc. Emily nhin ba thich thu. Cé
phai ba Ruth dang d6 mat vi xau ho khong? Thurc ra, trong thdi thanh xuan
Xa xam cta doi minh, ba Ruth Dutton da tirng trdi qua may thang troi kho
s@ vat va. Hoi con muoi tdm, ba da bi mac ket trong mot tinh hudng toi té
hét mirc. Ma ba lai la ngudi vo6 tdi... vo tdoi mot tram phan tram. Ba la mot
nan nhan bat Iwc cia mot loat tinh huéng quy quai bac nhat. Cha ba da tin
twong cau chuyén cua ba, gia dinh ba da ung ho ba. Nhung sudt bao nhiéu
nam troi, nhitng ngwoi cung thdi véi ba van tin twdng vao bang chirng tw
nhitng su kién dwgc nguoi ta biét dén - va c6 1é néu cé khi nao ho bat chot
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nhd vé cau chuyén dy, niém tin cia ho van ven nguyén nhu xwa. Ba Ruth
Dutton rung minh nhé lai quang doi khé s& phai chiu dung su da kich gay
gat cta vu bé boi ay. Ba khong con da diing khi tir chéi tin twdng cau
chuyén cua Emily, nhung ba cling chang thé nhe nhang ma ha vii khi dau
hang.

“Jimmy,” ba danh giong néi, “liéu cau c6 thé vui long tranh ra va ngoéi
xuong khong? Toi cho la Emily dang néi su thuc... that dang tiéc 1a con bé
phai mat bang ay thoi gian méi dwa ra quyét dinh ké lai cau chuyén. Va toi
dam chac ké do6 cé yéu con bé.”

“Khong dau, cau ay chi dé nghi chdu cuwéi cau dy thoi,” Emily lanh
lung noi.

Cac ban c6 thé nghe thay ba tiéng thd hon hén trong can phong. Chi
mot minh ba Ruth c6 da kha nang cat 10i.

“Man phép cho ta hoi, chau c6 dinh thé khong?”
“Khong. Chau da no6i thé véi cau ay hang bao nhiéu lan r6i.”

“Cha, ta lay lam mirng vi chau sang sudt nhw thé. Thi trdn Stovepipe a,
that tinh!”

“Thi trdn Stovepipe chang lién quan gi dén chuyén nay hét. Muwdi nam
nita, Perry Miller sé trd thanh mot nguwoi ma ngay ca mot nguoi nha Murray
cling sé vui vé dugc bay to long kinh trong. Nhung cau ay khong phai mau
nguwoi ma chau thich, chi thé thoi.”

Nguoi nay liéu c6 thé nao la Emily khong - c6 thiéu nit cao rdo dang
lanh lung dwa ra ly do tir ch6i mot 16i cau hon... va néi vé “nhitng mau
nguwoi” ma co thich? Ba Elizabeth, ba Laura, tham chi ca ba Ruth ciling nhin
c6 bé nhu thé chwa tirng nhin thdy c6 bao gio. Va trong d6i mat ho anh lén
mot sy ton trong méi mé. Tat nhién ho biét Andrew da... da... thé ddy, noi
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tom lai thi Andrew da roi. Nhung chac chan khéng con nghi ngd gi nita,
phai nhiéu nam sau thi Andrew mdi sé... sé... thé ddy, sé! Con gid thi
chuyén da xdy ra v6i mot ngudi theo dudi khac... xin nhé cho rang da xay
ra “hang bao nhiéu lan” ro6i! Tai thoi diém d6, mac du van chwa y thirc
dwgc ro rang, nhung ho da khong con coi ¢6 bé 1a mot diva tré nita. Bang
mot budc nhdy vot, co bé da budc vao thé gidi cia ho va ké tir gio trd di at
han phdi dwgc doéi xit mot cach ngang hang. Chac chan khéng con nhitng
bubi xét xit gia dinh nita. Du khong hiéu dwgc nhung ho van cam thay diéu
nay. Nhan xét tiép theo ctia ba Ruth da chitng té diéu d6. Ba noi bang giong
diéu gan giéng vai giong diéu han ba sé dung dé no6i vdi ba Laura hay ba
Elizabeth, néu ba cho rang ba c6 nghia vu phai khuyén nhu ho.

“Ctr gid st nhw, Emily, néu c6 bat ky ai di ngang qua lai nhin thay
Perry Miller ditng trong cai ctta s6 d6 vao cai gio khuya khoat dé thi sao?”

“Vang, tat nhién roi. Chau hiéu ré goc nhin cua bac, bac Ruth a. Tat ca
nhitng gi chdu muon la cac bac hiéu duge géc nhin ctia chdu.Chau ding la
ngu ngoc khi m& ctra s6 ra n6i chuyén vdi Perry... gid thi chau thay thé roi.
Chi 1a khi ay chau khong nghi gi ca... roi sau d6 chau lai qua chi tdm nghe
cau ay ké vé nhitng rui ro cau ay gdp phdi tai bita tdi & nha tién si Hardy,
thanh ra chang dé y gi dén thoi gian hét.”

“Perry Miller da dén an t6i tai nha tién si Hardy ha?” ba Elizabeth hoi
lai. Lai thém mot tin tic khién ba strng sot. Thé gidi nay - thé gidi ctia nha
Murray - at han da 16n ngwoc theo ding nghia den, thi mot ké & thi tran
Stovepipe m@i dwgc moi an t6i tai phd Queen. Cung lic do, ba Ruth hodng
sg dén thét tim khi nhé lai Perry Miller da nhin thay ba trong chiéc vay ngu
flanen mau héng. Lic truéc, chuyén nay chang cé gi quan trong ca... cau ta
chi 1a mot chang giup viéc & trang trai Trang Non. Nhung bay gio cau la
khach cua tién si Hardy.

“Vang a. Tién si Hardy nghi cau dy la m6t nha hung bién rat sang lang
va bao cau ay co trién vong,” Emily noi.
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“Cha,” ba Ruth cau kinh néi, “ta chi mong sao tir gio’ vé sau chau
ditng c6 di vo van trong nha ta va viét tiéu thuyét nita. Néu lic d6 chau
nam yén trén giwong, ding nhw dang nhé phai thé, thi c6 phai da chang bao
gio c6 chuyén nhu thé nay khong.”

“Chau khong viét tiéu thuyét,” Emily kéu lén. “Chau chwa tirng viét
bat cit m6t cau mot tir hw cau nao ké tir khi chau hiva véi bac Elizabeth. Liic
dé chau khong viét bat ky cai gi hét. Chau da ké vdi bac la chau chi xuéng
nha 1dy cu6n s6 Jimmy cua chau théi.”

“Tai sao chau khong thé dé né lai dé cho tGi sang?” ba Ruth c6 chap
héi.

“Thoi nao, thoi nao,” ong Jimmy noi, “duwng cd khoi mao mot cudc
tranh ludn nita di. T6i muon an t6i roéi. Canh phu nit cac chi ciing di an di
thoi.”

Ba Elizabeth va ba Laura roi khoi phong khong chut khang cuc, ctr
nhw thé chinh 6ng cu Archibald Murray da dwa ra ménh lénh dé vay. Mot
lic sau, ba Ruth cling ndi gét theo sau. Rot cudc sy tinh khong di theo
chiéu hwéng ba dy tinh, nhung xét cho cung, ba danh cam chiu. Sé chang
c6 gi hay ho néu mét vu bé boi nhu thé nay dinh dang dén mdt nguwdi nha
Murray bi bung bét khap noi, mot twong lai sé chang thé nao tranh duwoc
néu nguoi ta phat hién ra Emily bi két toi.

“Vay la chuyén do6 da dugc thu xép xong xudi roi,” 6ng Jimmy noi voi
Emily khi canh cwa khép lai.

Emily thd dai thwon thugt. Dot nhién, c6 cdm thdy can phong cii ky
tinh lang oai nghiém nay dwong nhw xinh dep va than thién xiét bao.

“Vang, cdm on bac,” cd bé ndi, nhdy bat tir dau nay sang dau kia can
phong dé nong nhiét 6m cham lay 6ng. “Gio thi, hdy mang chéau di, bac
Jimmy, hay trach mang chau that nang vao.”
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“Khong dau, khong dau. Nhung gio ngam lai ma xem, néu than trong
hon thi chau da khong mé cai ctra s6 do ra, phai khong Meo Con?”

“Tat nhién la vay roi a. Nhung thinh thodng than trong cling dugc xem
nhw mot tinh xau, bac Jimmy a. Ngudi ta 1dy lam xau ho vé né... ngudi ta
thich ct thé ma tién vé phia tredc va... va...”

“Va cit treo hau qua day,” 6ng Jimmy bo sung.

“Pai loai thé a,” Emily bat cudi. “Chau khong thich cd doi phai noi
nang uodn éo, chang dam bwdc mot budc dai vi sg c6 nguwoi dang nhin ngé.
Chau mu6n ‘vay cai dudi ti do va bwdc di trong su c6 don tw do’. Khong
c6 chiat xiu sy ton hai dich thyc nao trong viéc chdu mé ctra so ra néi
chuyén vGi Perry. Tham chi cling chang cé bat ky ton hai nao trong viéc
cdu dy c6 hon chau. Cau ay lam thé chi dé tréu choc chau théi. Oi chao,
chéau ghét cac tuc 1é 1am. Nhw bac da noi day... ctt treo hdu qua day.”

“Nhung chiing ta khong thé treo chiing dugc, Méo Con a... nhw thé chi
gay thém rac roi thoi. Xét cho ding ra thi ching treo ching ta ay chi. Dé
bac néi chau nghe nhé, Meéo Con... gia stt... chi gia st thoi thi chang c6 hai
gi dau ding khong nao... gia st rang chau da trudng thanh, da 1ay chong va
c6 mot dira con gai tam tudi chau bay gio, réi mot budi toi, chau xuoéng nha
dwoi va phat hién ra con chau trong tinh canh nhuw bac Ruth phat hién ra
chau va Perry dy. Chau c6 thich chuyén dé khong? Chau c6 thay dé chiu
khong? Noéi that long di nao?”

Trong mot lic, Emily nhin cham cham vao 16 swdi.

“Khong, chau sé khong thich,” cudi cung c6 bé néi. “Nhung ma...
chuyén nay khac chit a. Chau c6 biét dau.”

Ong Jimmy cudi cling cuc.
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“Thé mdi la van dé, Méo Con a. Ngwoi khac khong thé biét dugc. Vay
nén ching ta méi phai than trong trong médi hanh dong ctia minh. Oi chao,
bac chi la mot 6ng Jimmy Murray ngd nghéch, nhuwng bac cé thé thdy ro
ching ta phai than trong trong moi hanh dong cia minh. Méo Con nay, toi
nay chiing ta c6 mén swon nwéng day.”

Pung lic d6, mot mui thom tda ra tir nha bép... mét mui vi am ap, de
chiu khong c6 bat ky sy lién hé nao véi nhitng tinh huéng gay tén thwong
va nhitng bé xwong kho cia dong ho. Emily lai 6m cham 6ng Jimmy thém
lan nita.

“Tha an bita com rau dwa cung bac Jimmy con hon dugc an swon
nwong voi bac Ruth,” c6 bé noi.
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EMILY TREN DAI CAU VONG

Lucy Maud Montgomery
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 19: “Nhirng Gigng Néi Tw Trén Cao”
“03 thang Tu, 19...

“Co6 nhiéu khi téi chi mong sao minh c6 thé tin vao sitc anh hwdng cta
nhitng sao xau hay tinh xac thuc cua nhitng ngay den dti. Néu khong thi
lam sao nhitng chuyén quy quai c6 thé xay ra nhw né van thwong xay ra véi
nhitng ngudi thién chi ch? Bac Ruth chi vira té ra chan chang buén nhac
lai cdi dém bac dy phat hién Perry dang hon toi trong phong an thoi thi t6i
da lai dinh phai m6t tinh hudng gian nan ky cuc khac.

“Toi sé trung thyc. Khong phai vi t6i lam roi 6 nén méi ra co sy thé,
cling khong phai bai vi thit Bay vira roi toi lam roi v& cai gwong trong bép
¢ Trang Non. Chuyén thuan tiy chi bat nguén tir sy bat can cta toi.

“Nha tho Giao hoi Truong lao Thanh John & Shrewsbury nay da
khuyét vi tri muc sw tir hoi dau nam va hién dang nghe ngéng cac tng cw
vién. Ngai Towers cta t0 Thoi dai dé nghi toi tan dung cac ngay Chu nhat
khong & Ho Blair dé ghi chép lai cac bai gidng dao dang trén t& bao cua
ong ay. Bai gidng dao dau tién kha 6n thoéa va toi ghi chép lai véi sy thich
thd. Bai thi hai thi v6 hai, rat vo hai, va t6i ghi chép lai chang chit dau kho
gi. Nhung dén bai thi ba, bai gidng t6i da nghe vao Chu nhat vira r6i, lai
dén la 16 bich. Trén dwong tir nha tho vé nha, t6i néi thé vdi bac Ruth va
bac dy hoi, ‘Chau nghi chau cé du trinh do dé chi trich mot bai gidng dao
khong?’

“Ai cha, c6 chi, t6i c6 du trinh do day!
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“Chwa tirng thay bai gidng dao ndo mau thudn dén mitc d6. Ong
Wickham da ty cai lai minh dén gan chuc lan. Ong ay trén nhao tron nhao
cac phép an du... cdu ctia Shakespeare thi 6ng lai gan cho Thanh Paul... 6ng
ay gan nhw pham phai hét thay moi toi 16i thong thudng co thé twdng twong
dwgc, bao gom ca céi toi 16i khong thé tha thit 1a da bién minh thanh mot
con ngudoi dot nat chét nguwoi. Dau vay, cong viéc cua toi la dva tin vé bai
thuyét gidng, vay nén toi viét tin. Khi dy, t6i can phai lam gi do dé x6a bé
tam trang khé chiu nay, béi vay, t6i viét mot bai phan tich cho vui. D6 la
mot hanh dong dién r6 nhung day hing thd. Toi chi ra tat tat nhitng diém
mau thuan, nhitng cho trich dan sai, nhitng diém yéu va sy thiéu chac chan
cta bai thuyét giang. T6i viét mot cach hao hitng... t6i van hét kha nang
cham choc, nhao bang va kha nang an noi doc dia cua minh... ai cha, toi
phai thira nhan rang do6 la mét van ban rat cay doc.

“R0i t6i lai giri nham no t6i to Thoi dai!

“Ong Towers chdng budn doc ma gt ludn cho nhan vién danh may.
Ong 4y ludn danh cho tdc phdm cua t6i mot sy tin twdng dang cam dong,
ma gid thi sé chang bao gid con dugc nhu vay nita. Bai bdo duge dang tai
vao ngay hom sau.

“Pén khi tinh lai, t6i phat hién ra minh da tai tiéng ngap tran roi.

“T6i nhitng twdng 6ng Towers sé gian dién lén; dy vay nhung ong dy
chi hoi byc boi théi... va con am tham thich tha nita. T4t nhién, ong
Wickham van chwa phdi 1a muc sw chinh thitc & day. Chang ai buon quan
tam dén ong ay hay bai thuyét gidng ctia 6ng ay, con ong Towers lai la tin
do Gido hoi Trudng lao, vay nén moi nguwdi ¢ nha thd Thanh John chang
thé quy cho 6ng dy cai t6i mudn si nhuc hg. Chinh Emily Byrd Starr t0i
nghiép la nguwdi phai ganh chiu toan bo sttc nang tdi 16i. C6 vé nhw hau hét
bon ho nghi rang t6i lam thé ‘dé khoe khoang’. Bac Ruth gian dién 1én, bac
Elizabeth phan ng, bac Laura bu6n rau u rii, bac Jimmy hoang sg. Chi trich
bai thuyét gidng cia mot muc sw la mot hanh dong t6i té dén mitc nao kia
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chit. Theo truyén thong ctia nha Murray, cac bai gidng ctia muc su - dac
biét la ctia cdc muc sw Gido hoi Truwdng lao - la thit bat kha xam pham. Ro6i
sy tao ton va thai do tu cao ty dai cua toi sé huy hoai toi cho xem, bac
Elizabeth lanh lung thong bao véi t6i thé. Nguwdi duy nhat cé vé hai long la
thay Carpenter. (Chii Dean dang & mai New York. T6i biét chu ay thé nao
cling sé thich nd.) Thay Carpenter ndi vdi tat cd moi nguwdi rang ‘mau tin’
cta t6i la mau tin xudt sac nhat thudc kiéu do thay tirng dugc doc. Nhung
thay Carpenter von bi ngo la nguoi di gido, vay nén 16i nggi khen cua thay
ay ciling chang dat dugc dén cai hiéu qua lam t6i hoi phuc lai.

“T6i cam thay dau kho v6 cung trwdc vu viéc nay. Bo6i khi, nhitng
nham lan cta t6i con khién t6i lo nghi nhiéu hon ca t6i 16i cua t6i nita. Tuy
nhién, sdu tham trong t6i, mot thit xau xa tdi 16i nao d6 dang cuwdi ngao
tredc chuyén nay. Tng cau tirng tr trong ‘mau tin’ ay déu diang su thuc.
Va con hon ca su thuc - déu thich dang. T6i khéng hé tron nhao tron nhao
cac phép an du.

“Nao, hay dé thoi gian x6a nhoa cau chuyén nay di!”
“20 thang Tu, 19...

“ ‘NOi 1én nao, gi6 Bac va dén di nao gi6 Nam. Hay théi trong vuon
t0i, dé mui thom tir d6 bay ra.’[1]

[1] Trich Nha ca 4-16

“T6i nay, toi vira ngan nga vira bang qua Mién Chinh Tryc... chi c6
diéu, t6i thay tr vieon bang tr ‘ritng’. Vi mua xuan dang quan quanh khap
noi noi va toi da quén hét moi thit, chi con niém han hoan & lai.

“Luc sang sém, trdi sam si va c6 mua, nhung dén chiéu mat troi da
1én, va tdi nay, man swong gia thang Tw gidng nhe - chi vira dua khién cho
dat dai vitng chac. Boi vai t6i, dwdng nhw trong dém nay, cac vi than c6
xua c6 thé gap go tai nhitng chon hoang vu. Nhung t6i chang nhin thay gi
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ngoai mot vai vat vé ranh manh 1an khuat gitta nhitng than linh sam, néu
khong phai thuan tiy chi la nhitng chiéc bong thi rat c6 thé ching chinh la
mot doan yéu tinh.

“(Toi khong biét tai sao yéu tinh lai 1a mot tir quyén rii dén thé trong
khi tinh linh lai 1a tir ddng s¢ biét bao. Va tai sao bong t6i khoi goi vé dep
tron ven trong khi bong ram thi lai xau xi thé?)

“Nhung trong ltc leo 1én doi, toi nghe thdy vo van am thanh than tién
va moi am thanh déu khoi day trong t6i mot niém han hoan tham thia dang
dan tiéu tan. Lan nao leo 1én ngon d6i, téi cling déu c6 cam gidc man
nguyén nao do. Va day lai con la ngon doi t6i yéu thich nita. Khi 1én dén
dinh, t6i ding yén lang, dé mac cho vé yéu kiéu ctia bu6i dém tudn chay
khap chau than nhuw dong nhac. Kia Ba Gié dang ngan nga gitta vat bu 16
quanh toi... kia ba dang huyt sdo giita nhitng ngon cay hinh rang cwa in
boéng trén nén troi! Mot trong mudi ba vang trang non bang bac ctia nam
dang treo lo Ittng trén bén cang. To6i ditng d6, ngam nggi vé vo van, vo van
diéu dep dé... vé nhitng con su6i hoang da khong gi rang budc chay xuyén
qua nhitng canh dong thang Tw 14p lanh anh sao... vé mat bién khoac tam
do choang xam min mang dang gon song... vé cdy du dang duyén dang
viron minh duéi anh trang... vé nhitng ré cay dang rung minh chuyén dong
trong long dat... nhitng con ct cwdi khanh khach trong bong dém... mét dai
song dang tung bot doc bo céat dai... mot vang trang md&i moc dang treo phia
trén mot ngon doi tham t6i... nhitng con bao xam xit ving vinh.

“T6i chi c6 bdy muoi lam xu trén tran thé nhitng Thién dwong nao co
mua dwgc bang tién.

“Roi t0i ngoi xudéng mot tang da mang dam dau an thoi gian, c6 gang
chuyén nhitng phit giay hanh phiic tao nha nay vao mot bai tho. T6i cam
thdy minh nam bat dugc hinh dang ctia ching kha tét... nhung tam hon
chung thi khong. N6 da tron khoi tam vai cuda toi.

https://thuviensach.vn



“DPén khi t0i quay ve, troi kha toi va dwong nhw toan bo tinh cach cua
Mién Chinh Tryc da thay d6i. N6 that ky qudi... gan nhw day sat khi. Néu
c6 du diing khi thi t6i da co chdn ma chay roi. Cay co6i, nhitng ngudi ban
than thudc cda t6i, déu xa cach va ky la. Nhitng am thanh t6i nghe thay
khong phadi la nhitng am thanh vui vé than thién cua ban ngay... cling khong
phai nhitng 4m thanh than tién than mat ctia buéi hoang hon... chiing 1én It
va ky la, nhw thé dot nhién cudc song cta khu ritng nay bong trd thanh mat
thit gi d6 gan nhw thu dich véi t6i... mot thit gi do it nhat cling day bi mat,
xa la va thiéu than thién. T6i c6 thé twéng twgng ra minh dang nghe thay
nhitng buwéc chan vung trom vang khap xung quanh... nhitng déi mat xa la
dang doi theo tirng budc chan toi xuyén qua nhitng canh cay. Khi tdi budc
t¢i khodng rirng trong va nhdy qua hang rao vao san sau nha bac Ruth, t6i
cam thdy y nht minh vira tron thoat khéi mot noi chon nao dé dau thu vi
nhung khong hé linh thiéng - mot noi da dugc sang tay cho nhitng ké ta
gido va nhitng budi tiéc tung say swa cua cac vi than rirng. T6i khong nghi
rang trong bong tdi, khu ritng hoan toan thudc vé dao Co Pdoc. N6 ludn
ludn an gidu mot doi séng bi mat nao dé von khong dam boc 16 minh trwéc
anh mat troi ma chi dam tim vé ban chat cia minh dwéi dém den.

“ “V@i chitng ho cta chau thi dirng c6 ra ngoai troi hitng khong khi am
wot lam gi,” bac Ruth nai.

“Nhung dau phai vi khong khi am w6t ma t6i bi ton thwong chit... vi
toi da bi ton thuwong roi. Chinh la do tiéng huyt khé khang quyén rii cia mot
thi xau xa nao do6. Toi sg nd... ay vay nhuwng t6i lai yéu nd. Pem so v§i no,
vé dep tdi yéu trén dinh d6i duwong nhu dot ngdt trd nén vo vi. Toi ngoi
trong phong viét mot bai tho nita. Khi viét bai tho dy, t6i cam thay nhu thé
minh da yém trt* mot thit gi d6 ra khéi tam hon minh, va dwong nhuv Emily
— trong — gwong khong con la nguoi xa la vdi toi niva.

“Bac Ruth vira mang mot coc sita néong pha véi 6t bot cay dé chira
bénh ho cho t6i. N6 dang nam trén ban trwdc mat t6i, téi phai uéng no, va
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no6 khién cho ca thién dwong lan vung dat ta gido dwong nhw déu trd nén vo
cung ngu ngoc va khong thuye!”

“25 thang Nam, 19...

“Thit Sau vira roi chi Dean tir New York tré vé nha va t6i do hai chi
chau da tan bo tro chuyeén trong khu vieon Trang Non du6i anh hoang hon
ky la, huyén bi sau cd mot ngay mwa. To6i mac mét chi€c vay sang mau va
lic budce trén con duong mon, chi Dean bao,

“ ‘Lan dau tién nhin thay chdau, ta c nghi chau chinh la mot cay anh
dao dai trang tinh... giéng nhw cai cay kia kia’ - va cha ay chi vé mot cay
anh dao dang nghiéng nghiéng vay goi nhw mot bong ma dudi anh troi
chang vang, gitta rirng cay bui nha ong John Ngao Man.

“Cai cdy ay dep dén ndi chi can dugc so sanh xa xa v6i né thoi cling
khién t6i cam thdy vO cing man nguyén vdi ban than, va that dé chiu xiét
bao khi chd Deal gia yéu didu da quay tré lai. Vay la ching t6i da c6 mot
budi t6i vui vé, hai dwgc cd mot 6m to hoa bwdm cua bac Jimmy, ngam
nhin nhitng ddam may dong xam xit tu lai v4i nhau thanh mot khoi mau tim
phia dang Bong, bo lai bau troi dang Tay quang dang khong m6t bong may
va lac rac nhirng vi sao.

“ ‘Moi khi dwgc bau ban cung chau,” chid Dean néi, ‘luén c6 diéu gi
dé khién cho cac vi sao duwong nhw sang lap lanh hon, nhitng bong hoa
burém dvong nhw tim hon.’

“Chéng phai chi dy that t6t 1dm sao! Y kién ctia chd dy vé toi va y
kién ctia bac Ruth vé t6i sao ma khéac xa nhau dén vay chit?

“Chu dy kep duwéi canh tay mot cai gbéi nho méng, va lic chao tam
biét, chu 4y dwa no cho t6i.
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“ ‘Ta mang cho chdu céi nay dé gidm bdt sitc anh hwéng cta ngay
Byron,’ cht ay noi.

“Dé la mot birc tranh 16ng khung ‘Chan dung Giovanna Degli Albizzi,
vg cua Lorenzo Tornabuoni Ghirlanjo’ - mot phu nhan cuaa thoi ky van hoa
nghé thuat Quatro Cento. T6i mang né vé Shrewsbury treo trong phong
ngu. Toi rat thich nhin phu nhan Giovanna - ngudi phu nit tré manh mai
xinh dep vdi bui toc bong mugt mau vang nhat va nhitng lon toc xoan nho
gon gang voi nét mdt nhin nghiéng thanh ti, cao quy( liéu hoa si c6 tang
bdc ba ay 1én khong?) va can c6 trang ngan, vang tran dé tran khong vuéng
chit béng m@, va pha trum Ién tat ca la mot bau khong khi mo ho dugm vé
thiéng liéng, xa cach va nhu6m mau dinh ménh, vi phu nhan Giovanna da
qua doi khi con tré.

“Va hai bén tay 4o nhung théu cua ba ay nita, duwgc xé khia va bong
lén, vO cung dep dé va om vira khit canh tay. Phu nhan Giovanna at han
phai c6 m6t nguwdi may trang phuc tai ba, va, dau ti ba toat 1én vé thanh
thién nhw thé, ngudoi ta van doan chac ba y thitc khéa ro thue té. Toi luon
wéc mong sao ba quay dau lai, dé t6i nhin dwoc tron ven khuon mat ba.

“Bac Ruth cho rang ba dy trong kha ky di va r6 rang bac ay thay nghi
ngo tinh phu hgp cua viéc trong cung mot can phong lai co sy hién dién cta
ca ba ay lan bitc tranh thach ban 16ng lay c6 hinh nit hoang Alexandra.

“Chinh t6i ciing thdy nghi ngo diéu do.
“10 thang Sau, 19...

“Dao nay, moi bai tap déu dugc toi hoan thanh bén bo ho trong Mién
Chinh Tryc, gitta nhitng than cay cao manh dé tuyét voi dy. T6i la mot nir
tw té trong khu rirng, t6i quan tdm dén cay coi bang mot thit tinh cam con
vugt lén trén ca tinh yéu... sy ton tho.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Va roi, cay coi, khong giong vdi bao nhiéu con nguwdi khac, ludon luén
trd nén than thiét hon theo thdi gian. Cho du lic dau ta yéu quy chiing dén
mirc nao thi ciing vay thoi, chac chan cang liic ta sé cang yéu quy ching
hon, va may man nhat la khi ban quen biét ching trong su6t nhiéu nam va
duwgc giao thiép vdi ching sudt ca bon mua. Gio day, toi da biét duwgc hang
tram diéu mén yéu & nhitng cay cdi gitta Mién Chinh Truc ma tdi chwa hé
biét khi dén day hoi hai nam trudc.

“Cay c6i cling c6 nhitng dac diém riéng biét nhw con nguoi. Chang
cdy van sam nao giong cay van sam nao. Bao gio cling vay, luén c6 mot nut
xoan, mot dwong cong hay mot cho ndi trén canh dé phan biét mot cai cay
v&i ban be n6. Mot vai cay thich sinh trwdng cung nhau trong bau khong
khi chan hoa, canh 14 ctia né quan quit, nhw Ilse va t6i khoac tay nhau, thi
tham khong ddt nhitng bi mat cia ching. Roi con c6 nhitng nhom riéng
biét hon gobm bon nam cay Murray; lai cé nhitng cay an dat chon cach ditng
tach biét trong c6 doc, chi bau ban véi nhitng ngon gié chén thién duwong.
Tuy nhién, nhitng cay nay thwong lai dang dwoc tim hiéu nhat. Gianh dwoc
su tin twdng cua chiing 1a mot chién thang khién ngudi ta cdm thay vé vang
hon nhiéu so véi chiém dugce tinh cdm caa nhitng cay dé tinh. Ta6i nay, t6i
bat chot nhin thdy mot vi sao 16n phap phéng nhip thd, dang nghi ngoi
chinh trén ngon cay linh sam khong 16 ditng c6 doc & géc ring phia Dong,
va toi chgt ndy sinh cam giac day chinh la cudc tu hop cuta hai vi vua, mot
cudc tu hop sé khién to6i virong van sudt nhiéu ngay va bé bua 1én hét thay
moi thit - tham chi dén ca 1é thoi trong 16p hoc, chuyén riva bat dia va viéc
don vé sinh ngay thit By cua bac Ruth.

“25 thang Sau, 19...

“H6m nay ching t6i c6 bai kiém tra mén Lich st - vé triéu dai Tudor.
T6i thdy no rat tha vi, nhung phan 16n la vi nhitng chuyén ngoai 1é chi
khong phaéi nhitng thit nam trong cac bai hoc lich stt. Ching khong... chiing
khong thé ké cho ban nghe nhitng diéu ban thyc 10ng muon biét. Hoang hau
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Jane Seymour da nghi gi khi tinh day trong béng t6i? Con ca hoang hau
Anne da bi giét kia, hay hoang hau Katherien nhot nhat bi boé roi kia? Hay
don gian la vé phong cach thdi trang c6 4o xép nép mdi mé cta ba? Ba ay
c6 bao gio nghi rang ba dy da phai trd gia qua dat cho chiéc virong mién,
hay ba dy thoa man vdi thoa thudn ctia minh? Va liéu ba ay c6 hanh phtc
trong may tiéng dong ho ngan ngui sau khi dita con trai bé béng cuia ba ay
chao doi... hay ba ay liéu c6 nhin thdy mot doan bong ma dang vay goi ba
ay tién vé phia tredc cung ho? Liéu tiéu thw Jane Gray c6 dugc ban bé coi
la ‘Janie” hay khong, liéu ba ay cé khi nao gian di hay khong? Vo cta
Shakespeare that 1ong nghi gi vé ong ay? Va liéu cé bat c nguoi dan 6ng
nao tung thue tam yéu nit hoang Elizabeth khong? Toi luon héi nhitng cau
héi kiéu nay moi khi hoc vé cai thoi dai hoanh trang véi cac vi vua, cac nit
hoang, cac thién tai va con roi chinh tri von duwgc nhac dén trong chwong
trinh giang day & trwong dwdi cai tén “Triéu dai Tudor’.”

“7 thang Bay, 19...

“Hai nam trung hoc da két thiic. Két qua ky thi cta t6éi da sirc lam hai
long ngay ca bac Ruth, khién bac ay phai ha c6 nhan xét rang bac ay van
lubn biét ro toi c6 thé hoc hanh ra tro néu chiu khé dé tam. No6i mot cach
ngan gon, t6i da dan dau 16p. Va t6i lay lam hai long. Nhung t6i bat dau
hiéu dwgc y cia chi Dean khi chu dy néi rang sy gido duc dich thyc la
nhitng thit ta ty minh khai thac dugce tiv doi song. Xét cho cung, trong hai
ndm vtta roi, nhitng thi day cho t6i nhiéu diéu nhat chinh la nhitng chuyén
lang thang trong Mién Chinh Truc, 1a cai dém trén dong co kho, la phu
nhan Giovanna va ba cu da dét méng dic vua, 1a viéc c6 gang khong viét gi
ngoai thyc té, va nhitng thi¢ dai loai thé. Ngay ca nhitng bai viét bi loai bo
va noi cam ghét danh cho Evelyn Blake ciling da day cho t6i mot diéu gi do.
Nhan nhac dén Evelyn - c6 ta da thi treegt va phai hoc lai nam thi¢ hai. T6i
thue long 14y lam tiéc.
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“N6i nhu thé thi ct nhw thé t6i 1a mot ké than thién do lwgng nhat tran
doi vay. Bé€ t6i néi mot cach chan thanh nhat nhé. T6i 1dy lam tiéc vi co ta
da thi trugt, bdi vi néu thi d6, nam sau c6 ta sé khong c6 mat & truong

»

nira.
“20 thang Bay, 19...

“Dao nay, ngay nao Ilse va toi cling di tam bién. Bac Laura ludn rat
can than xem xét xem liéu ching t6i c6 mang quan 4o tam phu hgp khong.
Toi khong biét liéu bac dy c6 bao gid phong thanh nghe thay bat ky 16i don
thoi xa xam nao vé vu mac vay 16t tam duwéi trang cia chiing t6i khong.

“Nhung tinh dén nay thi nhitng chuyén di tam cia ching t6i déu dién
ra vao budi chiéu. Va sau d6 ching t6i han hoan dam minh dwéi anh mat
troi am ap, vdi cat vang 6ng anh, vdi nhitng dun cat mong dang sau lung
trdi dai t6i tan bén cang, va bién xanh biéng lwdi triedc mat, 1dm cham
nhitng canh bu6n dang lap lanh vady bac nho phép thudt cua &nh mat troi.
Oi, cudc séng that dé chiu... dé chiju... d& chju. Ngay ca ba thong bao tir
choi dang bai vira dén cling chang nham nho gi. R6i sé c6 mot ngay chinh
nhitng toa soan nay phdi xin t6i giti tac pham dén! Trong lic do, bac Laura
van day t6i cach lam mot loai banh s6 c6 la béo ngay phitc tap theo mot
cong thirc dwgc mot ngwdi ban ctia bac dy ¢ Virginia giti cho tir ba muoi
nam tredc. Chua ¢ bat ky cw dan H6 Blair nao 1y dugc cong thite nay, va
bac Laura da bat t6i phai trang trong hita sé khong bao gid tiét 16 no.

“Loai banh nay thyc ra c6 tén la Thitc an cta quy, nhung bac
Elizabeth sé khong cho phép goi né bang cai tén dé dau.”

“2 thang Tam, 19...

“T6i nay t6i da xudng gap thay Carpenter. Thay dang bi bénh thap
khép hanh ha, va ai cling c6 thé nhin ra thay dang mo6i ngay mot gia di.
Nam ngodi thay thuwdng xuyén cau ban vaéi hoc tro va da c6 mét vai y kién
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phan do6i, khong cho thay tiép tuc day hoc, nhung chuyén da qua roi. Hau
hét dan lang H6 Blair déu da khon ngoan dé nhan ra rang dau cé gan d&
dén thé nao chang nita, thady Carpenter van la mot nguwoi thay cé dot dude
cling chang dé tim ra dugc.

“ ‘Lam thé nao ma hoa nha duwgc khi day do bon ngdc chi,” thay gam
gt khi ban quan tri trrong cho biét nguwdi ta dang phan nan vé tinh khat khe
cta thay.

“C¢ 1€ tai thay mac bénh thap khép nén moi khi téi nho thay danh gia
cac bai tho cuaa toi, thay lai nhan xét c6 phan cdc can. Lic doc bai tho toi
sang tac vé budi toi thang Tu trén dinh doi, thay bén ném toet n6 lai cho t6i
- ‘mOt tht kha hoi hot,” thay néi.

“Ay vay ma toi con thyc long dinh ninh bai tho dé da 16t ta duwoc &
mot mirc do nao dé sy mé hodc cia budi t6i hom ay. Téi mdi sai lam dén
mitc nao kia chir!

“Sau do tbi dwa cho thay xem bai tho toi viét khi trg vé t6i hom do.
Thay doc mdt hai lan, r6i dit khoat xé n6 thanh titng manh.

“ ‘Kia... sao vay a?’ toi hoi, hoi byc minh. ‘Bai tho dy c6 gi khong 6n
dau chw, thay Carpenter.’

“ ‘Bé ngoai thi khong,” thay n6i. ‘Mo6i mot dong tho, ditng mot cach
doc 1ap, déu co thé dwoc doc trong treong gido ly. Nhung linh hon ctia né
kia... tro da viét bai tho d6 bang tam trang nao vay ha?’

“ ‘Tam trang cua Thoi dai Vang a,’ toi noi.

“ ‘Khong hé... cia mét thoi dai tredc n6 xa lac xa lo dy chir. Bai tho
dé dac sét chat ta gido, cd gai a, mdc du ta khong nghi 1a tro y thitc dugc
diéu d6. Chac chan, xét theo quan diém van chuwong, n6 dang gia gia bang
ca nghin bai ca hay ho cua tro. Béng thoi, nguy hiém lai cling tir d6 ma ra.
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T6t hon hét hay bam chac vao thoi dai cda tro. Tro la mét phan cda né va
c6 thé chiém hitu né chit khong dé né chiém hitu tro. Emily, bai tho dé toat
1én sac thai ma quai. N6 du dam nét dé ta c6 thé tin chac rang cac nha tho
da bi truyén cam hing... bdi nhitng linh hon nao d6 khéng thude vé ho. Khi
viét bai tho ay, tro khong cam thay tro da bi chiém hiru linh hén v?’

“ ‘Cé a,” toi noi, tham nhd lai. T6i 1ay lam mirng vi thay Carpenter da
x€é nat bai tho. To6i chang bao gio c6 thé ty minh hanh dong nhu thé. Téi da
pha hiy vo so bai tho mac du do t6i sang tac nhung sau nay doc lai, toi thay
ching chi la d6 rac rwédi, nhung bai tho nay duong nhw chang bao gio di
theo chiéu hwéng dy va lan nao cling vay, né luén mang vé quyén rii ky la
cling nhu sy kinh hoang ctia chuyén di d6 quay tré lai. Nhung thay
Carpenter ndi dung... tdi cdm nhan dugc diéu do.

“Thay dy con mang cho t6i mot tran vi téi tinh cd nhac dén chuyén toi
dang doc tho cua ba Hemans. Bac Laura c6 mot tap tho yéu thich boc bia
mau vang va mau xanh duong da phai mau, c6 kém 16i dé ting tor mot
nguwoi ham md. Hoi bac Laura con tré, mot tap tho chinh 1a moén qua sinh
nhat an twgng danh tdng cho c6 gai minh ngwdng md. Nhitng diéu thay
Carpenter néi vé ba Hemans khong thich hgp dé viét vao trong nhat ky cta
mot ¢6 thiéu nit. T6i cho la vé co ban thay dy ding... dau thé t6i van thich
mot vai bai tho cua ba dy. Rai rac day do, lai c6 mot cau hay mot kho tho
am anh toi sudt nhiéu ngay, mot cach sung suwéng.

“ ‘Doan quan diéu hanh khi vua Alaric bang ha’

la m6t cau nhu thé, mac du to6i khong thé dwa ra bat ky ly do nao ly
gidi dwoc vi sao toi thich né, ngudi ta chang bao gid 6 thé dwa ra 1y do cho
su’ say mé, va mot vi du khac nira,

“ ‘m thanh cta bién, am thanh ctia dém

Bao boc nang Clotilde dang quy gobi cau nguyén
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Trong nha tho nho noi an nghi nhitng con nguoi vi dai
Trén bo bién Provence c6 xua.’

“Bai tho khong thudc dang xuét sac, nhwng dau vay né van phang phat
mot ma lwe nao do... tap trung & dong cudi cung, tdi nghi thé. T trwdc tGi
gi®, moi khi doc bai tho nay, t6i lai cam thay t6i chinh la Clotilde, dang quy
& do - ‘trén bo bién Provence c6 xwa’ - trén dau phap phgi nhitng ngon co
ctia bao cudc chién tranh da chim vao quén lang.

“Thay Carpenter ché nhao t6i ‘thich nhitng thit can ba’ va bao t6i hay
doc sach cuaa Elsie di! Nhung dén ldc t6i ra vé, lan dau tién trong doi thay
cho t6i mot 1oi khen nggi riéng tu,

“ “Ta thich céi vay xanh tro dang mdc. Va tro biét cach mac né day.
Tot 1am. Ta khong thé chiu n6i néu phdi nhin thdy mot ngwdoi phu nit an
mdc xau xi. Piéu dé that khién ta dau long... va at han dén ca dang Sang tao
cling dau long ay ch. Ta khéng sao wa noi nhitng nguwdi an mac nhéch
nhac, va ta ddm chac Ngai cling vay. Xét cho cung, néu tro biét cach an
mac thi tro c6 thich ba Hemans ciing chang sao ca.’

“Trén duong vé nha toi da gap Gia Kelly, ong dy dirng lai, cho t6i mot

y»

tui keo va nho toi gwi ‘long kinh trong t6i cau trai kia’.
“15 thang Tam, 19...

“Nam nay la m6t nam tuyét voi doi véi loai hoa 1au dau. Vuon cay an
qua cii tran ngap hoa lau dau; cd vueon hoa dam chim trong sac trang sac do
tham dang yéu, trong mau xanh than tién va mau hong mo mang. Nhitng
bong 1au dau cé phan hoang da va bagi thé ma tham dam mot nét quyén ri
ma khong c6 bat ky loai hoa viron thuan héa nao s& hitu dwgc. Lai con cai
tén nita chit, ty cai tén lau dau ay ciing nén tho xiét bao. Nhitng cai tén hoa
thong dung mdi dang yéu biét bao so v&i nhitng cai tén Latin ma cac nha
trong hoa an dinh cho ching trong danh muc. Hoa buwém dai, s diép héa
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tién, hong thao, mém chd, cé chua, ctic ngan diép, tric mai, baby, tinh yéu
trong swong... 0i chao, t6i yéu hét thay nhitng loai hoa nay.”

«1 thang Chin, 19...

“Hom nay da xay ra hai chuyén. Mot la ba co Nancy gui thw cho bac
Elizabeth. Ba Nancy chwa tirng dé tam dén sy ton tai cta t6i ké tir hoi toi
dén tham Ao Linh Muc bon nam vé trudc. Nhwng ba van séng, chin muoi
tw tudi, va xét tir moi nguodn tin thu thap dwgc, ba van con tran day sinh Iyc.
Trong bitc thw, ba Nancy viét mot s6 cau cham chich, vé ca t6i lan bac
Elizabeth, nhung ba két thiic bang viéc dé nghi sé chi tra toan bo chi phi
cla toi tai Shrewsbury trong nam t6i, bao gom cé chi phi sinh hoat cua t6i
tai nha bac Ruth.

“T6i rat vui. Bat chap thai do0 mia mai giéu cgt ctia ba Nancy, t6i
khong c6 cdm gidc &y ndy mac ng ba. Ba chwa bao gio chi chiét hay ra vé
ké ca vdi toi... hay lam bat ¢t diéu gi cho t6i bdi vi ba cam thdy doé la
‘nghia vu’ ctia ba. ‘Bé qua van dé nghia vu di,” cu néi trong thw. ‘Ta lam
thé nay cot dé choc titc mdt vai ké nha Priest, va bdi vi Wallace dang vénh
vang thai qua vi “dang ho trg gido duc Emily”. Ta doan chac chi van cho
rang chi da lam t6t r6i. Bao Emily quay lai Shrewsbury va cé thé hoc dugc
gi thi hoc hét di... nhung che gidu diéu d6 di va trung hai cai mat ca chan
ra.” Poc xong ma bac Elizabeth hét ca hon va khong chiu cho téi xem bitc
thw. Nhung bac Jimmy da ké cho t6i biét noi dung.

“Chuyén thit hai dé la bac Elizabeth théng bao vdi t6i rang, bgi vi ba
Nancy da tra chi phi cho t6i nén bac dy, bac Elizabeth, cAm thay khong c6
quyén bat t6i gitt 10i hita lién quan dén viéc sang tac truyén nita. T6i, bac
ay béo thé, dugc tw do mudn lam gi thi lam trong van dé nay.

“ ‘Dau vay, ta sé khong bao gio tan thanh chau viét truyén,” bac ay
nghiém trang néi. ‘It nhat thi ta hy vong chau sé& khong lo 1a chuyén hoc

b

tap.
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“Oi, khong dau, bac Elizabeth yéu dau, chau sé khong lo 1a chuyén
hoc tdp. Nhung t6i cam thdy minh chang khac gi mét tu nhan vira dugc
phong thich. Ngon tay t6i van lu6n ngira ngay khat khao dwgc siét chat cay
but, trong 6c td6i ngén ngodn nhitng cot truyén. T6i c6 hang td nhan vat
twéng twong thi vi ma t6i mudn viét. Oi chao, gia nhw khong céo céi vurc
sau tham dén thé gitta nhin thdy mdt sy vat sy viéc vGi viét né lén trang
giay!

“ “Tw Idc chau nhan dwoc tdm séc nhuan bt viét truyén hoi mua dong
vira roi, chi Elizabeth ctt ban khoan mai khong biét c6 nén dé chau viét lach
khong,” bac Jimmy bao t6i. ‘Nhung chi ay khong thé tw minh nhuwgng bo
cho téi khi tim dwgc cai cd nhd bic the cia cu Nancy. Cé tién thi mua ca
Murray ciing dugc, Emily a. Chau mu6n c6 thém may cai tem Hoa Ky nita
khong?”

“Ba Kent da bao Teddy rang cau ay c6 thé di thém mot nam niva. Con
vé sau d6 thi ciu ay cling chang biét roi sé c6 chuyén gi. Vay nén tat ca
chiing t6i déu trd lai treong va toi qua hanh phic dén néi chi muén viét
nghiéng nhitng tw do.”

“10 thang Chin, 19...

“Nam nay, toi da dugc bau lam 16p tredng 16p cudi cap. Va hoi Bau
lau va Cu da guri thong bao cho toi biét toi da dwgc chon lam thanh vién hoi
t thang Tam ma khong qua nop don dang ky nhu binh thudng.

“Nhan tién, dao nay, Evelyn Blake dang bi sung a mi dan!

“T6i dong y lam 16p trwdng; nhuwng t6i givi thw cho Dau lau va Cu, ti
chéi tu cach thanh vién véi mot thai do lich sy kinh khing khiép.

“Sau khi da loai t6i h6i nam ngoai sao, that tinh!”

“07 thang Mudi, 19...
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“Hom nay ca 16p vo cung phan khich khi nghe dugc mot thong bao
chac chan twr tién si Hardy. Bac cia Kathleen Darcy, von la mot gido sw
trrong McGill, dang ghé tham thi trdn, va 6ng ay ndy sinh y twdng trao giai
thwdng cho bai tho dac sac nhat, dugc viét bdi mot hoc sinh trvong trung
hoc Shrewsbury - nghe néi giai thuwéng la mot bo tong tap Parkman. Cac
bai tho phéi dugc nép vao ngay 1 thang Mudi mot, va ‘khong ngan dudi
hai mwoi dong, khong dai qua sdu muoi dong’. Nghe nhu thé do dai 1a diéu
kién tién quyét vay. To6i nay t6i da suc sao khap lwgt cac cuén s6 Jimmy
vao quyét dinh gwi bai Nho dai. Pay la bai tho ddc sac thi nhi cta t6i. Bai
ca vé dong sau xu la bai tho dac sac nhat, nhung né chi dai c6 muoi lam
dong va néu thém bét ky dong nao thi sé chi lam hong n6 ma théi. T6i nghi
toi c6 thé trau chudt thém chit nita cho bai Nho dai. Trong bai tho c6 do6i
ba tr van luon khién t6i cam thay khong chac chan. Chung khong dién ta
chinh xac, day da suy nghi cta t6i, tuy nhién t6i cling chang thé tim ra bat
ky cach dién dat nao khac. Gia nhw ngudi ta c6 thé sang tao tir ngit, giong
nhw t6i van lam tr hoi xwa khi viét thu cho cha, cit thé ma sang tao tir méi
bat c¢ khi nao t6i muon. Tuy nhién, cha at han sé hiéu nhitng tir &y mot khi
cha doc thw, trong khi t6i e la ban gidm khédo cudc thi sé chang hiéu dugc
dau.

“Nho dai xitng dang gianh gidi thuwong. T6i noi thé nay khong phai do
tw cao ty dai, mo mong hao huyén hay suy doan lung tung. Ma chi don gian
la biét thé thoi. Néu day la gidi thwéng Toan hoc thi Kath Darcy han sé
gianh dugc gidi. Néu la gidi thwdng vé nhan sac thi at han Hazel Ellis sé
thang cudc. Con néu la vé sy da tai, at han la Perry Miller; vé tai nang dién
thuyét, Ilse; vé hoi hoa, Teddy. Nhung vi day 1a cudc thi tho, ngudi do han
phéi la Emily Byrd Starr!

“Nam nay, trong chwong trinh van hoc 16p Hai, chung t6i nghién ctru
Tennyson va Keats. Toi thich Tennyson nhuwng c6 nhiéu khi 6ng ay khién
t6i phat dién. Ong ay that dep; khong qua dep giéng nhu Keats; mot Nghé
si Hoan hdo. Nhung ong ay khong bao gio dé ching ta quén mat ngwoi
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nghé si; chiing ta luén ludn y thitc duwgc diéu dé; 6ng ay khong bao gio bi
gat han sang mot bén bdi mot con 1 cdm xic cuén cudn tudn trao nao do.
Ong ay khong nhu vay; 6ng ay binh than chay troi giita nhitng bd nwdc gon
gang va nhitng khu veon dwgce bo tri can than chu ddo. Va bat ké c6 yéu
mot khu vieon dén dau chang nita, nguwoi ta cling khong muon ldc nao ciing
bi giam cam trong d6; ngudi ta van mong mudn thinh thoang dwgc ngao du
vao chén hoang da. it nhat Emily Byrd Starr 1a ngwdi nhu vay; trudc ndi
phién muon ctia ho hang.

“Keats qua thyc qua doéi dao vé dep. Khi doc tho ctia 6ng 4y, toi gan
nhw ngat thd vi hoa hong va chi khat khao mot luéng khong khi gia lanh
hay su khac khoé ctia mot dinh nii rét cam cam. Nhung, 6i cha, ong ay c6
mot vai cau tho...

“ ‘Khung cita s6 nhiém mau dang md toang trén bot song cua dai
dwong tang tang nguy hiém, gitta manh dat than tién hoang vang...’

“Moi khi doc nhitng cau nay, t6i déu cam thay mét noi tuyét vong nao
dé! Rot cudc, co ich 1gi gi khi ¢t ¢6 gang thye hién diéu von da dugce thuc
hién roi?

“Nhung t6i van tim thdy mot vai cau tho khac khoi nguoén cam hing
cho minh; t6i da chép lai nhitng cau nay vao trang chi muc cia cudn s6
Jimmy mdi.

“ ‘Anh ta khong bao gio duwgc ban cho s bat t
E sg khong dam di theo
Su dan dat caa nhitng giong ndi tir trén cao.’

“Qi chao, diing vay. Chiing ta phéi di theo ‘nhitng giong néi tir trén
cao’, di theo ching bang qua hét thay moi hén nhat, ngd vue, hoai nghi,

https://thuviensach.vn



cho t6i khi ching dan ta dén v4i Thanh phé Man nguyén, bat ké né & dau
cling vay.

“Hom nay, t6i nhan dwgc bon thu tir chdi, khan giong gao 1én bao cho
toi tin that bai. Nhitng Giong Néi Tw Trén Cao nhat nhoa dan giita bau
khong khi 6n ao nhuong ay. Nhung tdi roi sé lai nghe thdy ching thoi. Va
t0i sé di theo; t6i sé khong hén nhat. Nhiéu nam vé tredc toi tirng viét mot
‘10i thé’; hom no t6i da tim thay no trong maot goéi do cii cat trong ta cla t6i;
rang t6i sé ‘leo 1én Puwong Alps va dé tén minh 1én bang danh vong’.

“Toi sé tiép tuc leo lén!”
“20 thang Muoi, 19...

“HOm no, toi da thirc thau dém doc tac pham Bién nién sit mdt khu
vuron lau nam do to6i sang tac. Toi thiy gio day, khi bac Elizabeth da bai bé
lénh cdm van, han la t6i cé thé trau chudt ra tro cho nd. To6i mudn thay
Carpenter doc n6, nhung thay ay bdo,

“ ‘Chua 0i, co6 gai nay, lam sao ta c6 thé tray trat doc cho hét cai thit
dé dugc chir. Mat ta kém lam. N6 1a cai gi vay... mot cuén sach a? Ngoc
Bich a, phdi mwoi nam nita méi dén ldc tro viét sach.’

“ ‘Con phai thyre hanh chit a,” t6i phan no noi.

“ <Oi cha, thue hanh di; c thye hanh di; nhung dirng c6 tim kiém dap
an ¢ ta. Ta gia qua roi; ta gia that ro6i, Ngoc Bich a. Ta khong phién néu doc
mot truyén ngan... rat ngan... thinh thodng thoi... nhung hay dé lao gia toi
nghiép tranh xa dam sach nhé.’

“T6i c6 thé hoi xem chi Dean nghi gi vé nd. Nhung chi Dean gid day
lai bat cwdi trede nhitng tham vong ctia toi - mot cach rat than trong va tw
t€ - nhung chu ay da cuwdi. Con Teddy thi cho rang tat ca nhitng gi t6i viét
déu hoan hao, vay nén chang ich lgi gi néu nho cau ay lam ngwoi phé binh.
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T6i ban khoan mai... t6i ban khoan mai khong biét liéu c6 bat ky nha xuat
ban nao chdp nhéan Bién nién st khong? T6i dam chac da thay nhiéu cudn
sach twong tu cling chang xuat sac hon nhiéu lam.”

“11 thang Muoi mot, 19...

“T6i nay, toi da danh thoi gian giip ong Towers ‘cat got’ mdt cudn
tiéu thuyét. Hoi thang Tam, khi 6ng Towers di nghi, pho tong bién tap, 6ng
Grady, da bat dau cho dang tai trén to Thoi dai loat bai Trai tim dam mau.
Thay vi dang bai viét khoa hoc trinh bay ding chuédn, giong nhuv 6ng
Towers luon lam vay, ong Grady chi don gian mua & hiéu sach mot ban
sach in lai ctia cudn tiéu thuyét tiéng Anh v6 cung swdt muwét giat gan va
bat dau dang tai n6. Cudn tiéu thuyét rat dai va méi chi dugc trinh lang mot
ntta. Ong Towers nhan thdy néu cit dé nguyén theo hinh thitc hién thdi thi
sé phai mat cd mua dong mdi dang hét truyén. Vay nén ong ay thué toi xem
xét cat ‘tat tat nhirng thit khong can thiét’. T6i tuan tha 16i chi dan nay mot
cach khong hé khoan nhwgng; ‘cat béd’ phan 16n canh hon hit 6m ap, cat hai
phan ba canh yéu dwong an &i va tat tat nhitng doan miéu ta, dan dén mot
két qua dang vui mirng la t6i da rit gon n6 xudng chi con bang mét phan tw
do6 dai ban dau; va toi chi cé thé néi rang han Chua da ban phiic cho nguoi
tho sap xép chit phai trinh bay n6 trong tinh trang da bi cat xén hién thoi.

“Mua he va mua thu da troi qua. Toi ctt c6 cam giac dwong nhw chung
toi di nhanh hon thuong 1€. Clic hoang anh da chuyén mau trang xda trong
nhitng ngoc ngach cia Mién Chinh Truc, va sang sang swong gia nhw mot
tam khan choang mau bac pht trén mdt dat. Nhitng ngon gié dém tung tang
‘réo rat khap thung ling hoang dai’ la nhitng nha tim kiém dau kho dang
tim kiém nhitng tht dugc yéu thuwong va da mat, vo vong kéu goi yéu tinh
va tién nit. Vi trong nhitng cau chuyén than tién, néu ho khéng tron biét vé
tit tdn mién Nam thi an han dang cudn minh ngu say trong tim nhitng cay
linh sam hodc giita ré cay duwong xi.
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“Va t6i nao ciing vay, hoang hon do 6i dot chdy ca bén cang trong sac
do tham swong khoi, con trén bau trgi, mot vi sao nhw mét linh hon citu roi
hwéng doi mat tran ngdp x6t thwong cham cham nhin vao nhitng vuc sau
dau kho, noi bao linh hon t6i 16i dang got rita nhitng vét nho tir chuyén
hanh huwong noi tran thé.

“Liéu t6i c6 dam cho thay Carpenter nhin thay cau trén khong? Han la
khong r6i. B&i vay, né khong 6n mdt cach dang sg. N6 dugc ‘viét mot cach
cau ky’. Tuy nhién, d6 ding la cAm gidc ndy sinh trong t6i khi t6i ditng trén
ngon doi phia bén kia Mién Chinh Tryc t6i nay va nhin bao quat bén cang.
Va ai thém quan tam céi cudén nhat ky cii rich nay nghi gi co chii?”

“02 thang Muoi hai, 19...

“H6m nay, ngwoi ta da cong bo két qua cudc thi tho. Evelyn Blake da
gianh chién thang vd&i bai tho dugc dat tén Huyén thoai Abegweit.

“Chang c6 gi dé néi nita... vay nén toi noi thé thoi.
“Thém ntra, bac Ruth da noi hét ca roi!”
“15 thdng Mudi hai, 19...

“Bai tho doat gidi cia Evelyn duwgc dang tai trén to Thoi dai so ra tuan
nay, kém theo bitrc dnh chan dung va trich tiéu st ctia c6 ta. B Parkman
duwgc bay trong tu tring bay @ hiéu sach.

“Huyén thoai Abegweit qua la mdt bai tho kha hay. N6 dugc viét theo
phong cach ballad, va van nhip déu chuan; mot diéu t6i khong thé dung dé
néi vé bat ky bai tho nao khac toi titng dugc doc ctia Evelyn.

“Heé thay t6i c6 bat ky tdc pham nao duwgc xuat ban la thé nao Evelyn
Blake ciing bao c6 ta chac chan t6i da sao chép no tir dau dé. Téi khong
thich bat chuwéc c6 ta; nhuwng toi biét thira ¢o ta khong bao gid viét dugc bai
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tho d6. N6 khong thé hién bat ky biéu cam nao cta co ta. Co ta dé c6 kha
nang bat chuwdc chit viét tay cta tién si Hardy ma tw nhan la cta c6 ta lam.
Loi viét hoa my déu nét cta co ta giong vdi 16i viét thau manh mé cua tién
si Hardy cling ngang véi bai tho dy giong nhu bai tho cta c6 ta vay.

“Ngoai ra, mac du Huyén thoai Abegweit cling kha hay nhung né
khong dac sac bang Nho dai.

“T6i sé khong néi thé véi bat ¢t ai ma chi viét vao cuon nhat ky nay
thoi. Ba6i vi né la su that.”

“20 thang Mudi hai, 19...

“T6i duwa cho thay Carpenter doc Huyén thoai Abegweit va Nho dai.
Poc xong ca hai bai tho r6i, thay hoi, ‘Ban giam khdo gom nhitng ai?’.

“T6i noi cho thay biét.

“ “Tro hay gwi 10i tham hoi cda ta t6i ho nhé, va néi cho ho biét ho chi
la mét 1 Itra,” thay noi.

“Toi thay dé chiu han. To6i sé khong ndi vGi ban giam khéo - hay bat
ky ai - rang ho 1a mot 1 1tra. Nhung biét dugce diéu dé cling khién t6i duwgc

an ui nhiéeu.

“La mot diéu, bac Elizabeth mudn doc Nho dai, va doc xong r6i, bac
ay bao,

“ “Tat nhién ta khong phai giam khao tho, nhung theo ta thay thi bai
tho cta chau xitng dang duwgc xép hang cao hon.””

“04 thang Mot, 19...
“T6i da trai qua tuan Giang sinh & nha bac Oliver. T6i khong thich ky

nghi nay. N6 qua 6n ao. Nhiéu nam veé trudc thi toi thich thé that, nhung
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ho6i dé ho c6 bao gio héi y kién t6i dau. Toi phdi an khi chang hé déi bung;
khong thich ma van phai choi tro ca ngwa; tro chuyén trong khi chi muén
lang im. Sudt thoi gian & do, t6i chang bao gio c6 gidy phit nao dwgc & mot
minh. Thém nita, Andrew cang ngay cang tré@ nén khé chiu khong ta néi.
Con bac Addie thi ra cai vé ti té tran day tinh mau tt dén la dang ghét. Luc
nao ciing vay, toi chi c6 doc mot cam giac minh giong nhw con méo mién
cudng bi gitt trong long nguwdi ta va dugc vudt ve nhe nhang, kién quyét.
T6i phdi ngt cung Jen, ba chi ho ngang tudi luén tham nghi td6i qua kém céi
khong xitng dang vdi Andrew nhung dau vay, dwdi sw ban phude ctia Chia,
sé cO gang vui vé chap nhan. Jen la c6 gai tr té, nhay cam, va chuing t6i da
tr@ thanh ban be chut chat. Pay la mot khai niém do to6i sang tao ra. Jen va
toi than thiét hon so v6i moi quan hé ho hang thuan tdy, nhung van chua
dich thyc la ban be cua nhau. Ching to6i sé luon luon la ban be chut chuit.
Chung t6i khong tim dugc tiéng ndi chung.

“Khi tré vé mai nha Trang Non yéu dau, t6i leo lén phong, déng ctra
lai va han hoan chim trong s co doc.

“Hom qua trwong da vao hoc ky mdi. Hom nay, ¢ hiéu sach, toi da
dwgc cwoi tham mot tran. Ba Rodney va ba Elder dang tim may cudn sach,
roi ba Elder béo,

“ ‘Cai cau chuyén trén to Thoi dai ay - Trai tim dam mau - 1a cau
chuyén ky la nhét t6i tirng dwgc doc. N6 c lan ma lan man, hét chuong
nay dén chwong khac, hét tuan nay sang tuan khac, dwong nhuw chang bao
gig dan dén dau ca, thé roi dung mot cai né két thic sau tdam chwong. To6i
khong tai nao hiéu noi no.’

“Lé ra toi da c6 thé vén man bi mat cho ba dy nhung t6i da khong lam
thé.”
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EMILY TREN DAI CAU VONG

Lucy Maud Montgomery
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 20: Trong Nha Ci Cuaa John

Khi Ngudi phu nit titng dét mong dirc vua dwge chap thuan va dang tai
trén mot tap chi New York kha danh tiéng, cd lang H6 Blair va Shrewsbury
da xon xao khong it, nhat 1a khi ngwoi ta tham thi ri tai bado cho nhau tin titc
kho c6 thé tin ndi, rang Emily qua thyc da dwgc trd nhuan biat bon mwoi do
la. Lan dau tién trong doi, ho hang c6 bat dau xem xét niém say mé viét
lach ctia c6 v6i mot thai do kha nghiém tic, roi cudi cung va mai mai, ba
Ruth danh ti* bé hét thdy moi 16i giém pha vé chuyén lang phi thoi gian.
Tin chap thuan nay dén dung thoi diém tam ly phu hgp, khi long tin cta
Emily da xuong thap dang ké. Su6t cd mua thu r6i mua déng, moi tdc pham
ctia c6 déu bi gwi tra lai, chi trir nhitng tac pham gtri cho hai tap chi ma toa
soan at han cho rang van chuwong ban than né da la giadi thwdng va chang
may lién quan dén nhitng can nhac sdac mui tién bac lam giam gia tri ctia no.
Ban dau, c6 luén cam thdy kho s& vat va moi khi mot bai tho hodc cau
chuyén tham dam no luc cha co lai bi tra vé kém theo m4t mau gidy tir choi
lanh lung hay mot doi 10i ca ngoi nhat nhoa - nhitng su tit ch6i “nhung
ma”, Emily goi ching nhv vay, va cam ghét chung hon ca nhitng thu tw
choi dugce danh may. Nwdc mat tuyét vong da roi. Nhung mot thoi gian sau,
co cang lic cang tré nén citng coi, va khong con phién mudn... qua nhiéu...
nita. Co6 chi nhin 14 thv cia toa soan dy bang vé Murray va noi “T6i sé
thanh cong”. Va chwa mot giay phut nao co6 that tam nghi ngo chuyén minh
sé thanh c6ng. Trong sdu tham, tan day long, mot cai gi d6 nhac nha co
rang r6i cé ldc, sé dén thoi cta c6. Vay nén, dau nhat thdi nao ning trudc
moi su tir ch6i dy, giong nhw khi chuin budc trirée ngon roi quat nhe, c6 van
ngoi xuong va... viét mét cau chuyén khac.
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Dau vay, tiéng ndi ndi tdm cda cd cang lic cang yéu Gt dudi tac dong
ctia bao nhiéu sy nan long nhu thé. Bang viéc Nguoi phu nit titng dét mong
dic vua duge chap thuan, tiéng néi dy dot nhién lai dwoc nang lén thanh
mot bai ca tung han hoan manh mé. Tam séc mang y nghia 16n lao that day,
nhung sitc cong pha cta to tap chi &y con mang y nghia manh liét hon
nhiéu. C6 cam thay chac chan minh sé dat dwgc mot cho ditng vitng vang.
Thay Carpenter cwdi khiic khich su6t khi doc truyén va bao c6 rang né thuc
su “xuat sac khong ché vao dau dugc”.

“Phan dac sac nhat trong cau chuyén nay la cia ba McIntyre day a,”
Emily rau 11 néi. “Con khong thé goi né la tdc pham cta con dugc.”

“B0 cuc la cda tro; va nhitng thém that cia tro hai hoa dén mitc hoan
hdo véi nén mong tro xay dung. Va tro khéng danh bong thai qua cau
chuyén cta ba ay; diéu dé da cho thdy t6 chat cia nguwoi nghé si. Tro cé bi
ham muén d6 cam do6 khong?”

“Cé6 chr a. Co rat nhiéu cho con cho rang con c6 thé trau chudt 1én rat
nhiéu.”

“Nhung tro da khéng tim cach lam thé; chinh diéu d6 da khién no
thanh tdc pham cua tro,” thay Carpenter noéi, roi dé c6 lai mot minh gidi ma
y nghia cau noi ctua ong.

Emily tiéu ba mwoi lam d6 la trong s6 tién nhan dwgc mot cach hgp ly
dén nodi ngay ca ba Ruth cling khong thé tim ra sai lam nao & tién quy cda
c6. Nhung véi nam do la con lai, c6 da dung dé mua mot bo Parkman. Bo
nay con hay hon nhiéu so v6i bé dugc dwa ra lam giadi thwdng - thyc ra la
bo dugc nha tai trg chon loc ttt mot danh sach dat hang qua buu dién; va
Emily cam thdy ty hao hon nhiéu so v@i viéc gianh dwgc né nhd chién
thang trong mot cudc thi tai. Xét cho cung, tiy minh mua dwgc do cho minh
thi bao gid ma chang hay hon. Emily van con gii* nhitng tap Parkman ay;
bay gi¢ da c6 phan cii son va chit in khong con sac nét nita, nhung lai than
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thuwong vGi c6 hon tat cd nhitng tdc pham khac trong thw vién ctia c6. Sudt
may tuan lién, c6 chim trong cam gidc hanh phic va hung phan. Nguwdi nha
Murray ty hao vé c6. Hiéu trudng Hardy khen nggi ¢6, mot nha dién thuyét
dia phuwong kha tiéng tam da doc truyén ctia co tai mot budi hoa nhac &
Charlottetown. Va, tuyét voi hon hét thady, mot doc gid tit Mexico xa xam
da viét thu cho c6, bay t6 niém vui thich ma Ngudi phu nit tttng dét mong
dirc vua mang lai cho 6ng ta. Emily doc di doc lai bitc thu cho téi khi thudc
nam long nodi dung, va nhét né xudng duwédi goi moi khi di nga. Chua tirng
c6 mot birc thu tinh nao dwgc doi xi bang thai do au yém hon mic do.

R6i vu can nha cii cia 6ng John xdy dén nhw mt ddm may dong, lam
toi sam toan b0 bau troi xanh ngat cta co.

Mot t6i thit Sdu, mot bubi hoa nhac va “giao lwu” da dugc to6 chirc &
Ao Thanh Kién va Ilse dwgc mai 1én doc tho. Bac si Burnley ché Ilse,
Emily, Perry va Teddy trén chiéc xe trugt rong rai ctia 6ng, va ho da danh
xe sudt tdam dam dwong bang qua man tuyét nhe vira bat dau giang trong
bau khong khi vui vé ron rang. Ntta chitng budi hoa nhac, bac si Burnley bi
goi ra ngoai. Trong mot gia dinh & Ao Thanh Kién, c6 mdt ngudi dot nhién
lam bénh ndng. Bac si rdi di, dan Teddy phdi danh xe dwa ca nhém vé nha.
Bac si Burnley khéng hé nghi ngai khi dwa ra quyét dinh ndy. O
Shrewsbury va Charlottetown, ngudi ta c6 khéng it quy dinh ngu ngdc vé
chuyén hé tong cac thiéu nit, nhung & HO Blair va Ao Thanh Kién thi
khong. Teddy va Perry 1a nhitng chang trai tr té; Emily 1a mot ngwdi mang
dong mau Murray; Ilse khong phai ké ngdc. Ngai bac si han sé dic rit mot
cach ngan gon vé ho nhv thé néu 6ng suy nghi vé van dé nay.

Két thic budi hoa nhac, ho 1én dwong vé nha. Lic nay tuyét dang roi
day va gi6 cuon cudn thoi, nhung ba dam dwong dau tién, nhém ban di
dwéi su che chd cua ritng cay va cling khong thiéu phan thu vi. Mot vé dep
hoang da bi hiém trum khap nhitng hang cay khoac do choang tuyét dang
ding dudi anh sang bang bac ctia vang trang nap sau nhitng dam may dong.
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Chiéc chuong deo trén co con ngwa kéo xe trugt tuyét rung 1én ngao nghé
trirdc tiéng gio rit gao xa tit trén khong trung. Teddy dé dang diéu khién co
Xe ngya ctia ngai bac si. Cé nhitng lic, Emily d6 rang cau chi danh xe bang
mot tay. C6 ban khoan mai khong biét liéu cau c6 dé y thay td6i hém dé c6
da lan dau tién bdi téc that “cao”, thanh mot bui téc den nhw go mun bén
dudi chiéc mii d6 tham. Mot lan nita, Emily lai thdy chuyén gié bdo cling
c6 gi d6 kha tha vi.

Tuy nhién, dén khi ho ra khoi rirng thi rac r6i bat dau. Con bao ao at
x6 vé phia ho tron ven con cuong nd ctia né. Con duwdng mua dong cat
ngang cac canh dong, uén lwgn quanh co khic khuyu véi nhitng khiic cua
tay 40 vao vao ra ra roi lwgn quanh cac ngoc ngach, cac khoanh van sam -
mot con dwong han sé “lam gdy lwng ran”, nhw cach néi caa Perry. Con
dwong gan nhw da bi tuyét bit kin va dan ngwa bi Iin xudng tdi tan dau goi.
Con chua di dwgc mot dam thi Perry da mat hét nhué khi ma rit 1én.

“Ching ta khong thé nao vé dén HoO Blair trong toi nay dwoc dau,
Ted.”

“Chung ta phai kiém cho nao d6 thoi,” Ted hét to. “Chiing ta khong
thé ha trai & day dwgc. Ma chang c6 ngdi nha nao dau, triv phi ching ta
quay vé dugc con dwong mua he & phia bén kia do6i Shaw. Ric sdu vao
trong ao choang di nhé, cac co gai. Cau vao trong vai llse di thi hon, Emily
a, con Perry sé ra day ngoi véi t6.”

Suv chuyén giao nay da phat huy tac dung, Emily khong con cam thay
con bao thu vi nhw tredce nita. Ca Perry lan Teddy déu vo cung lo ngai. Ho
biét r0 1t ngwa sé khong thé tién xa qua khi tuyét day dac thé nay; con
dwong mua heé phia bén kia doi Shaw sé bi tuyét bit kin, va trén nhitng ngon
d6i cao trong trdi nam gitta cac thung liing ctia Ao Thanh Kién va H6 Blair,
khong khi lanh cam cam.
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“Chi can dén dugc cho Malcolm Shaw la chiing ta sé 6n ca thoi,”
Perry lam bam.”

“Chung ta chang thé nao di xa dén thé dugc dau. Pén gio thi qua doéi
nha Shaw da ngap dén tan dinh hang rao réi dy chit,” Teddy néi. “Ngoi nha
cli cia 6ng John & ngay day nay. Cau thdy ching ta c6 & lai day dugc
khong?”

“Lanh nhu cai chuéng ngwa ay,” Perry néi. “Hai c6 géi sé dong bang
mat thoi. Ching ta phdi c6 gang dén cho dwgc ché 6ng Malcolm.”

Khi lii ngua lan 16i dugc dén choé con duwong mua he, hai cau bé chi
can liéc mat da nhan ra ngay qua doi nha 6ng Shaw la mot phwong an vo
vong. Moi dau vét ctia con duwong da bi 16p tuyét dang trum lén ca dinh
hang rao xéa sach. Céac cot dién thoai bi gié quat do lac sang tan phia bén
kia dwong, va mot cay to do xuéng chan ngang 16 hong thong tir con duwong
dong ra dwong cai.

“Chang thé lam dwoc gi ngoai cach quay lai ngbi nha cii ctia 6ng
John,” Perry noi. “Ching ta khong thé lang thang trén dong nguwoc chiéu
con bdo nay dé tim duong bang téi chd doi nha Malcolm dwge. Thé nao
ching ta cling mac ket va chét cong mat.”

Teddy danh ngwa vong lai. Tuyét roi day dac hon bao gio hét. Moi
phtt tr6i qua, 16p tuyét dong trén mat dat lai cang day hon. Dau vét con
dwong da hoan toan bién mat, va néu ngoi nha cii cia 6ng John & cach dé
qua xa thi at han nhém ban sé chang bao gi¢ tim thdy n6. May man thay,
ngoi nha lai & ngay gan dé, va sau chang dwong cudi cung loang choang
bang qua 16p tuyét ran chac, cé lic khién hai cau con trai phai roi khéi xe
do dam di bo, nhém ban da tién dugc dén khoang dat trong nhé twong doi
yén binh gitta ri'ng van sam non, noi tga lac ngoi nha cua ong John.
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“Ngoi nha cii ctia 6ng John” von da cii ky tir bon muoi nam tredc, hoi
John Shaw chuyén dén cung c6 dau tré tudi ctia minh. K€ tir hoi do, ngoi
nha da tré thanh mot chon hiu quanh, cach xa duwdng céi, va gan nhw mat
hit dudi su bao boc ctia ritng van sam. Ong John Shaw titng séng & noi nay
nam nam; sau do vg ong qua doi; ong ben ban trang trai cho ngwoi em
Malcolm va chuyén t6i mién Tay. Ong Malcolm trong trot trén khu dat va
tu stta kha kha kho théc nho, nhung riéng ng6i nha thi tir thoi dé dén gio
van chua tirng ¢6 ai dén &, chi trir vai tuan mua dong, may nguwdi con trai
cta 6ng Malcolm dén nghi tam trong thoi gian ho “ra ngoai kiém cai”.
Ngbi nha thdm chi con ching bi khéa. O Ao Thanh Kién, nguoi ta ching
tim dau ra ké trdm cap va nguoi lang thang. Nhom ngudi 18 do duong caa
ching ta dé dang tim thdy duong vao qua canh ctra cia mai hién xap xé, va
ai ndy déu thd phao nhe nhém nhan ra minh da thoat khéi con gi6 dang rit
gao va tran bao tuyét dang quay cuong.

“Du sao di nita ching ta cting khong chét cong duwgc,” Perry noi. “Ted
va td sé tim cach cho lii ngwa vao trong kho thoc roi sau dé sé quay lai xem
liéu ching ta c6 thu xép thodi mai cho minh dwgc khéng. Té c6 diém day
r6i ma t@ thi tredc nay chwa ti'ng 1am vao thé bi bao gio.”

Perry chang gdap mdy kho khan trong viéc chitng minh 16i khoe
khoang ctia minh. Que diém dwoc cau thap sang chiéu té hai cdy nén chay
dd cam trong gia nén thap bang thiéc, mat cai 1o swdi Waterloo c6 16 du ran
nit va han gi nhung van twong doi sir dung dugc, cong thém ba cai ghé tua,
mot cai ghé dai, mot cai sofa va mot cai ban.

“Chuyén nay thi cé gi khong 6n dau nhi?” Perry cat van.

“Moi nguwoi ¢ nha sé lo lang cho ching ta lam lam, cé vay thoi,”
Emily vira n6i vira rii cho tuyét roi khéi quan ao khoac.”

“Ho chang chét vi lo lang sau mot t6i duwgc dau,” Perry noi. “Du sao
thi mai chiing ta cling vé dwgc nha r6i.”
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“Con tir gio' dén lic do thi day qua la mét chuyén phiéu lwu,” Emily
bat cudi. “Hay cd hét sitc tan hwdng vui thad tir né di nao.”

Ilse khong noi gi; ma véi Ilse thi nhw thé qua tinh rat ky quac. Nhin
sang, Emily nhan thdy c6 ban dang xanh nhw tau 14, va c6 chgt nhé ra twr
lic ho roi khéi hoi trwong budi hoa nhac, Ilse da yén lang dén la bat
thuong.

“Cau khong sao ddy chtt, Ilse?” 6 lo lang héi.

“T6é khong on chit nao ca,” Ilse noi, kém theo nu cwdi nhgt nhat.
“Té... t& mét mdi va budn nén,” c6 bo sung bang giong manh liét ch
khong hé tao nha.

“0Oi, Ilse...”

“Purng c6 boc hda 1én,” Ilse mat kién nhan néi. “Té khong nhiém bénh
viém phoi hay viém rudt thira dau. TG chi buon non thoi. Co 1€ tai cai banh
t¢ an & budi hoa nhac ay ngdy qua. N6 lam cai da day bé nhé cuta t¢ 16n
tung phéo ca 1én roi. Qe.... e...e.”

“Cau nam xudng sofa di,” Emily hoi thic. “Cé 1€ cau sé thady kha hon
day.”

Kho s@ nhun vai, Ilse nam xuéng. “Pau bung” khong phai mot vu 6m
dau v& van vién vong ma ciling chang phai tran 6m nang de doa dén tinh
mang, nhung chac chan trong thdi gian nhiém bénh, bénh nhan sé bi né huat
can moi nhiét tinh hing khdai.

Céanh con trai tim thdy mot thung cui day phia sau 10 swéi, bén nhanh
chong dot dugc mot dong Itva bap bung. Perry cam 1dy mot cay nén va di
tham hiém ng6i nha nhd. Trong mdt can phong nho thong tw bép ra, cé mot
cai givong khung go theo kiéu c6 pha tdm dém bén bang day thirng. Can
phong khac - thoi xwa ting la phong khach cua Almira Shaw - ngap lung
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Ittng rom yén mach. Trén gac chang co6 gi ngoai sy trong trai va bui bam.
Nhung Perry da kham pha ra vai thit trong cai chan nho.

“0 day co mot hop thit lgn va dau,” cau thong bao, “va nita hop banh
quy nita. Té da tim thay bita sang cho ching ta r6i. Han la may ngudi con
trai nha Shaw da bo chung lai day. Gi nita nay?”

Perry mang ra mot cai chai nhd, mé nut va ngui khit khit vé nghiém
trong.

“Whisky, chac nhw bap. Khong nhiéu, nhung cling da day. Thud6c cta
cdu day r6i nay, Ilse. Pha vao mot it nwdc néng, réi nhoang cai la né sé lam
bung cau ém nhu ru luén.”

“T6 ghét vi whisky,” Ilse rén ri. “Cha t& chang bao gio uéng thit do...
cha khong thich whisky.”

“Bac Tom thi c6 day,” Perry néi, nhu thé noi thé la xong chuyén vay.
“N6 la phwong thuéc dam bdo day. Ci¢ thit ma xem.”

“Nhung lam gi c6 nuwdce chi,” Ilse néi.

“Vay thi cau ct thé ma uong théi. Trong chai nay chi con khoang hai
thia con thoi. C¢ thit xem. Néu khong chita khéi thi n6 cling chang giét
chét cau dau ma lo.”

Ilse toi nghiép dang dau dén kho s& qua mitc, dam ra co san sang dung
bat ctt thit gi, trtr thuéc doc, chi can c6 cho rang no6 cé kha nang gitip c6 kha
hon. C6 bo ra khdi sofa, ngoi xuéng mot cai ghé trude 16 swdi va udng liéu
thu6c nay. Pay la loai whisky vira manh vira ngon, Malcolm Shaw cé thé
néi cho ban biét thé. Va theo y t6i thyc ra trong chai khong chi con cé hai
thia con, mdc du Perry lu6n nhat myc qud quyét rang khong thé nhiéu hon
dugc. Ilse cudn nguwdi ngoi trén ghé thém may phat nita, sau do ding day,
ngap ngung dat tay len vai Emily.
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“Cau c6 thay khong 6n cho nao khong?” Emily lo lang hai.

“T6... t¢ say 1o6i,” Ilse no6i. “Giup t&@ quay lai sofa di. T¢ sap nga khuyu
xuong roi. Ga Scotland & Malvern nao tirng néi rang ga chang bao gio say
ruvgu nhung whisky Iic nao cling chon trong dau géi ga dy nhi? Nhung
whisky cta t@ thi con & cé trong dau té nita. N6 dang quay mong mong day
nay.”

Ca Perry lan Teddy déu vot t6i gitp c6, va dudi su kem cdp cta hai
nguoi, co Ilse dang chan nam da chan chiéu da tré vé tu thé an toan trén
sofa.

“Chung t¢ c6 lam gi dugc khong?” Emily khan nai.

“Pa lam nhiéu lam r6i con gi,” Ilse néi v6i vé phi thuwong trang
nghiém. C6 nham mat lai va dau ai khan khoan dén thé nao co6 cling chang
hé dap 10i. Cudi cung, danh phai thay rang t6t hon hét la ci dé mac co day.

“Cau ay nga mot giac la xong ay ma, va dang nao di nita, t& doan la
noé sé giup bung da cau ay on dinh lai thdi,” Perry noi.

Emily chang tai nao nhin nhan sy viéc bang thai do binh than thé
dwgc. Mai nita tiéng sau, khi tiéng théd ém ai caa Ilse chitng té c6 qua thuc
da ngt say, Emily méi bat dau nhdm nhap mui vi chuyén “phiéu lvu”. Gi6
quan quat quanh ngoi nha cii, lac ctra s6 rung lén canh cach nhw thé dang
dién cuong phan nd vi cac ban tré da thoat khoi méong vuot cia nd. That dé
chiu xiét bao khi dwgc ngoi trudce 10 swdi, lang nghe giai diéu hoang da cua
con bdo bai tran; that dé chiu xiét bao khi nghi vé quang doi da qua cua
ngoi nha cii da chét nay, trong nhitng thang nam né van con ngap tran tinh
yéu va tiéng cuoi; that dé chiu xiét bao khi chuyén tro ctng Perry va Teddy
vé da moi thit trén doi, duwdi anh nén chap chon; that dé chiu xiét bao khi
thinh thodng lai dwgc ngoi lang im, cham cham nhin anh Itta dang nhap
nhdy day mé hoac dang chiéu trén vang tran trang nhu sita cing doi mat
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mo mang am anh cta Emily. Bat chot nhin 1én, mot 1an nita Emily phat
hién ra Teddy dang nhin c6 bang 4nh mat la ky. Trong mot thoang, anh mat
hai ngwdi giao nhau va dau hai 4nh mat chi giam cam nhau trong thoang
choc, nhung van da khién Emily mai mai khong bao gid tré vé con nguoi
cli dugc nita. Co stng sot khong hiéu da cé chuyén gi. Tt noi nao ma tudn
trao ngon séng ngot ngao khon ta duwong nhu da nuot tron ca tam hon lan
thé xac c6 day? Co run ray... co s¢ hadi. Dwong nhu né da mé bung nhitng
tiém nang thay do6i da khién ngudi ta choang vang. Suy nghi mach lac duy
nhat hién 1én ti tam tri hon loan cta c6 la ¢c6 muén duge cung Teddy ngoi
trréc anh Itra nhw thé nay moi toi cho dén tan cudi doi; va mac xac bao vai
bung! C6 khong dam nhin Teddy lan nita, nhuwng c6 run lén b&i cam giac
ngot ngao ve sy gan giii cta cau; c6 y thivc mot cach sau sac vé dang nguoi
cao rao thang tap tré trung cia cau, vé mai toc den bong mugt, doi mat
xanh sam long lanh cta cau. Tt trwdc téi giod, c6 van ludn biét rdo minh yéu
quy Teddy hon bat ky sinh vat giong duc nao lot vao tam mat; nhung day la
mot cdm xuc khac han so vdi yéu quy thong thwong; cam giac than thudc
v6i cau nhw mau thit nay da ndy sinh cung sy trao doi anh mat day y nghia
ay. Dot nhién, c6 dwong nhw hiéu ro 1y do tai sao c6 ludn lanh nhat v&i bat
ky cdu trai nao & truong trung hoc mong mudn dwgc thanh bé cta cb. Sy
han hoan cuia cau than chi vira dot ngdt ha trén nguwdi c6 qua choang ngop
dén d6 co khong thé khong pha v n6. Co vut ditng day budc dén bén cira
s0. Tiéng tuyét thi tham huyt khé bén nhitng giot bang trang xanh dau trén
bé ctta dwong nhu dang nhe nhang té y khinh thi trieéc noi hoang mang ctia
cd. Ba dun c6 kho to 1gp tuyét hién 1én 160 md noi goc kho, dwong nhw dang
cudi rung ban bat trwdc tinh thé kho xtr cia ¢o. Lira trong 10 phan chiéu ra
bén ngoai khodng dat trong cé phan giong nhw dong Itta mirng cta loai yéu
tinh dang cwoi cot dwédi goc linh sam. Pang sau no, phia bén kia khu rirng,
la nhitng khodng trong khon do thdu cua con bao trang xo6a. Trong mot
thoang, Emily tham wéc sao c6 dugc & ngoai troi gitta vong vay cta ching;
& ngoai do, dé dugc giai thoat khoi sy giam cam cta niém han hoan dang
sg da bat ngd vo duyén vo c@ bién co thanh tu nhan - c6, con ngudi von
cam ghét moi rang budc.
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“Liéu c6 phai minh yéu Teddy r6i hay khong?” c6 nghi. “Khong phai
dau... khong phai thé dau.”

Perry, khong hé y thitc dugce hét thay van dé chdp nhoang da xay ra
gitta Teddy va Emily, ngap dai va viton nguoi.

“Co 1é tot hon hét ching ta nén kiém co6 kho di théi; nén sap chay hét
r6i. Té cho la ching ta c6 thé 1ay rom lam mét cai givdng ngon lanh thuc
su day, Ted a. Mang dua ra ngoai kia roi chat 1én khung giwvong dé lam cho
cac co6 gai mot cho ngu dé chiu théi. Pha lén trén bang maét trong nhitng
tam tham 16ng kia nita la sé khong dén noi qua té dau. T6i nay chiing ta thé
nao ciing c6 nhitng gidc mo dep cho xem, dac biét 1a Ilse. Khong biét cau
ay da tinh rwgu chwa?”

“Té da co ca ro gidc mo dé dem ban day roi,” Teddy noéi, cé chit khac
la, trong giong ndi va thai do toat 1én mot niém han hoan md&i mé khong tai
nao can dong do dém duwgc. “Cau thiéu gi nao? Cau thiéu gi day? Mot giac
mo vé thanh cong; gidc mo phiéu lwu; gidc mo vé bién ca; gidc mo vé mién
rirng; bat ky gidc mo nao cau mudn vai cai gia hop 1y, ké ca mot vai con ac
mong vat vanh doc nhat vo nhi. Cau sé ldy gi dé doi lay mot giac mo day?”

Emily quay lai; nhin cdu khong chép mat mdt hoi; va réi quén hét thay
moi noi xic dong va bat an dé chim trong noi khat khao cuéng nhiét c6 mot
cubn s6 Jimmy. Nhu thé cau hoi cta cau, “Cau sé 14y gi dé doi ldy mot giac
mo day?” la mot phwong thitc nhiém mau mé tung can phong nao dé von
bi niém phong trong tri 6c c6, dé c6 nhin thay hién hién ngay tredc mat y
twong sang chdi cho mot cau chuyén tron ven, tham chi dén ca céi tén cling
c6 - Nguoi ban giac mo. Ké t ltc do cho téi hét budi t6i, Emily chang
nghi vé bat ky diéu gi khac.

Hai chang trai da bo ra cho cai treong ky 16t rom, con Emily, sau khi
quyét dinh dé mac Ilse - c6 vé chirng nao con ngu thi chirng dé van duwgc
thodi mai trén chiéc sofa - bén nam xudng cai givong trong can phong nho.
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Nhung khong phai dé ngu. Co chwa bao gio cam thay tinh tdo khong chut
buén ngu hon lic nay. Cé6 khong muén ngu. Cé da quén béng mat chuyén
minh yéu Teddy; c6 quén hét thady moi thi?, chi git lai cai y twdng tuyét vdi;
chwong noi tiép chuwong; trang kéo theo trang, né ctt thé trdi minh ra trudc
mat co trong bong téi. Cac nhan vat cia c6 séng, cwdi dua, tro chuyén, sinh
hoat, vui swdng va dau kho; c6 nhin thay ho trén cai phéng nén con bao ay.
Hai go ma co bung chay, trai tim dap thinh thich, toan than ram ran bgi cam
hitng sang tao ngay ngdt, mot niém han hoan tudn trao nhv thac 1§, nhw thé
tir trong sau tham tam hon, dwdng nhw tach biét hoan toan véi hét thdy moi
su vat su viéc noi tran thé. Ilse da say vi mon whisky Scotland bi bd quén
ctia Malcolm Shaw, con Emily bi say ngat ngdy vi thi regu bat ti.
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EMILY TREN DAI CAU VONG

Lucy Maud Montgomery
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 21: Mot Gigt Mau Dao Hon Ao Nudc La

Mai t6i gan sang Emily mGi chgp mat duwge. Bao da tan va canh vat
quanh nha ct cta ong John toat lén vé ma mi dwdi anh trang dang lan khi
cudi cung c6 ciing tr6i vao gidc ngu, mang theo niém vui vi da hoan thanh
cong viéc; vi c6 da nghi xong vé cau chuyén ctia minh. Gi¢ thi chang con
phai lam gi nita, chi can ghi lai c6t truyén vao cudn s6 Jimmy thoi. C6 sé
khong cam thay an 6n chitng nao con chwa viét dwgce ching ra gidy trang
muc den. Co sé khong tim cach viét truyén nay ngay bay gio; 0, sé khong
viét cho t&i nhiéu ndm nita. C6 sé phéi doi cho tdi khi thoi gian va kinh
nghiém bién ngoi bt cia c6 thanh cong cu c6 kha nang mang su cong bang
dén cho nhan thitc ctia co - bdi vi theo dudi y twdng sudt cd mot dém xuat
than la diéu quan trong, nhung ciing quan trong khong kém la ghi lai y
twong do ra gidy theo mot bt phap sé tai tao dwgc mot phan mudi siic
quyén rii va y nghia ban dau ctda no.

Emily bi danh thitc béi Ilse, ltic nay dang ngoi bén mé giwong, trong
nhgt nhat va tiéu tuy, nhung déi mat mau hé phach lai tran ngadp niém vui
khong thé ché ngy.

“Cha, ngti mot giac xong la td rii sach con trac tang roi, Emily Starr a.
Va sang nay da day t&¢ 6n dinh. Mon regu whisky ctia 6ng Malcolm da lam
no6 yén on roi; dau rang theo y t& thi ba phan kho vi bénh con bay phan kho
vi phurong thudc dy day. Co 1é cau van ban khoan khéng hiéu tai sao t6i qua
t¢ chang chuyén tro gi.”

“T'¢ nghi cau say qua roi chang tro chuyén gi duwgc,” Emily thang than
noi.
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IIse cwoi khuac khich.

“Cb ma t@ say qua roi nén khong thé khong noéi ay chit. Lic dén cho
sofa, t& da qua con choang vang r6i va t6 mudn noi, Emily a; chao 6i, t&
muon no6i! Va td muén néi nhitng chuyén ngu ngoc nhat, ké ra hét nhitng
diéu td biét hay suy nghi. Chi c6 diéu, t¢ van con du ly tri dé biét rd rang t&
khong dwgc phép néi nhitng chuyén doé, néu khong té sé vinh vién bién
minh thanh con ngoc; va té cdm thdy néu t&d néi du chi mot 16i thi né cling
sé chang khac nao vira thdo nut chai; tit ca sé tudn ra tong tdc. Vay nén td
khoa miéng lai, khong néi nang gi. Té rung cd minh khi nghi dén nhitng
chuyén minh c6 thé da néi... va n6i tredc mat Perry nita chit. Cau sé khong
bao gid con bat gap Ilse bé bong ché chén lu bu nita dau. Ttr hom nay tré
di, t& sé stta minh.”

“Té chi khong hiéu duge,” Emily ndéi, “lam sao ma vGi céi gi cling
vay, chi can mot lwgng nhoé xiu nhw thé ciling khién dau 6c cau dado 16n hét
calen.”

“Qi chao, cau biét me t& 1a mot ngwdi nha Mitchell r6i con gi. Ai ma
chang biét ngwoi nha Mitchell chi can nhap mot thia rwgu la da nga lan cu
chiéng ra roi. D6 chinh la mdt trong nhitng tré ngai mang tinh dong ho day.
Nao, tinh tdo 1én, tinh yéu cta to6i, nguwdi ban thang than cta t6i. Canh con
trai dang dot Itra roi, va Perry néi ching ta c6 thé ché dwgc mdt bita ngon
lanh twr thit lgn, dau va banh quy. T¢ déi ngdu dén noi c6 thé an sach bach
ca hop day nay.”

Chinh lic Emily khua khodng trong chan tim it mudi, c6 da c6 mot
kham pha vi dai. O tan trong goc ngin chan trén ciing, c6 mot chong sach
cli bui bam, han 1a ttr thoi 6ng ba John va Almira Shaw - nhitng s6 sach ké
toan, nién giam, nhat ky moc meo cii rich. Emily 16i chéng sach xuéng va
khi nhat Ién xem, c6 phat hién ra trong dé c6 mot cudn so lwu but cii. Mot
t0 gidy x0c xéch long ca ra ngoai. Khi Emily dat to gidy vé cho cii, doi mat
c6 roi xudng tén bai tho dwgc dan lén trén. Co cam bai tho 1én, va lap titc
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hoi tré nén don dap han. Huyén thoai Abegweit - bai tho da gitip Evelyn
gianh gidi thwong! N6 nam day, trong cudn lwu but ngd vang cii ky da it
nhat hai muwoi nam tudi - chinh xac dén tirng tit, chi c6 diéu Evelyn da cat
bét hai kho dé phu hgp v6i yéu cau vé do dai.

“Ma lai l1a hai khé tho hay nhat chit,” Emily khinh thwdng nghi. “Dting
kiéu Evelyn! C6 ta r6 rang khong c6 con mat van chwong gi ca.”

Emily dat lai déng sach vao trong ké, nhung c6 tuon trang giay bi long
khoi s6 kia vao tii, va lo dang an phan bita sang dwgc danh cho minh. Gi¢
thi canh con trai da bat tay vao mé& duwong. Perry va Teddy tim thdy mot cai
xéng trong kho va chang mday choéc da khai thong dwgec mot 16i dan ra
duong cai. Cudi cung, sau mot cudc xe dau cham chap nhung yén 6n, nhém
ban ciing vé dén nha va nhan thdy & trang trai Trang Non, moi nguwdi van
bon chon lo lang khong biét s6 phan bon ¢6 cau ra sao, va ai ndy déu cé
phan hét hoang khi dugc biét ho da phédi qua dém trong ngdi nha cii cia
ong John.

“Chau c6 kha nang bi cdm lanh chét mat ay chit,” ba Elizabeth nghiém
nghi noi.

“Thi cling c6é cach nao khac dau a. Néu khong vay thi sé bi chét cong
gitta troi tuyét mat,” Emily néi, va chang ai néi gi vé van dé nay nita. Vi ho
da vé nha an toan va chang ai cdm lanh, con can phai néi gi khac nita chi¢?
D6 chinh la cich nhin nhdn van dé theo kiéu Trang Non. Cach nhin
Shrewsbury thi c6 phan khac. Nhung cach nhin Shrewsbury khong 16 1o
ngay lap tic. Pén t6i thit Hai, toan bo cau chuyén da lan khap Shrewsbury -
Ilse ké lai né & tredng va miéu ta tran say regu ctia minh bang thai do ham
hé tot do, gitta nhitng tiéng cwdi dua hd hét ctia ban be. Téi hém do, lan
dau tién trong doi cht dong tim gap Evelyn Blake, Emily thay Evelyn c6 vé
kha hai long v&i chuyén nay.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Cau khong thé khién Ilse ngirng ké cau chuyén do di duwgc a, ban than
mén?”

“Cau chuyén nao?”

“Sao chit, chuyén say ruwgu t6i thit Sdu vira roi dy - budi tdi cau va cau
ta & cung Teddy Kent va Perry Miller trong cai ngoi nha cii trén Ao Thanh
Kién dé day,” Evelyn n6i nhe nhang.

Emily bat chgt dé birng cd mat. Trong giong Evelyn cé céi gi do -
dwong nhu cai thye té trong sang bong nhién bi khoac 1én sac thai y nghia
day nham hiém. Liéu c6 phéi Evelyn dang cha tam to ra xdc lao?

“T6i chang hiéu tai sao ban ay lai khong nén ké cau chuyén dé chit.”
Emily lanh nhat néi. “Day la mot chuyén dua hay ho vé ban ay ma.”

“Nhung cau biét thira moi ngudi sé noéi gi réi day,” Evelyn noi, giong
lich sy. “Moi chuyén c6 hoi... khong phu hgp. Tat nhién, cau dau thé ngan
minh bi ket giita con bdo... to6i cho la thé... nhung Ilse sé chi lam moi
chuyén té hon thoi. Cau ta qua bat can... chang 1& cau khong cé bat ky anh
hwéng nao doi vGi cau ta hay sao, Emily?”

“T6i khong dén day dé thao luan vé van dé do,” Emily noéi thang
thitng. “T6i dén dé chi cho cdu xem mdt thit téi da tim thay trong cdn nha
cli caa ong John.

Co chia to lwu bt ra. Evelyn that than nhin td gidy mot 1at. R6i khudn
mat c6 nang do 1én, cho hong cho tia day kha nghi. Khong kip suy nghi, co
nang gio tay ra nhu thé mudn chdp ldy to gidy, nhung Emily da nhanh
chong thu né lai. B6i mat hai nguwdi gap nhau. Trong gidy phit do, Emily
cam thdy cudi cung thi ho ciling hoa diém vdi nhau.

Co dgi Evelyn 1én tiéng. Sau mdt lic, Evelyn cling ndi; giong sung
sia:

https://thuviensach.vn



“Thé ddy, cau dinh lam gi v&i né ha?”
“T6i van chuwa quyét dinh,” Emily ndi.

DPo6i mat nau dai xdo tra cia Evelyn quét 1én khuén mat Emily, vé xao
quyét va do hoi.

“Han la cau dinh dwa n6 cho tién si Hardy va lam t6i mat mat treéc ca
truong chir gi?”

“Ai cha, ching phéi cau xitng dang bi thé con gi?” Emily phan xét.

“T6i... mudn gianh dwgc giai thwéng dé vi cha t6i da hira néu toi chién
thang thi hé nam t&i sé cho t6i dén Vancouver choi,” Evelyn 1am bam, dot
nhién tré nén suy sup. “T6i... tdi mudn di dén phét dién 1én dugc. Oi, ditng
tiét 10 chuyén cua to6i, Emily... cha t6i sé gian dit lam. Toi... tdi sé cho cau
bo Parkman... t6i sé lam bat ky diéu gi... mién la dirng...”

Evelyn 0a kh6c. Emily chang mudn nhin thdy canh twgng nay.

“T6i khong muon bo Parkman ctia cdu,” c6 néi. “Nhung cé6 mot
chuyén cau can phdi lam. Cau phdi thi nhan véi bac Ruth rang chinh cau
da vé rau 1én mat t6i hém c6 bai thi tiéng Anh chit khong phai Ilse.”

Evelyn lau sach nwdc mat, nuét 16i mudn noéi vao trong long.
“Pdy chi la chuyén dua th6éi ma,” c6 nang nic né.

“Pén mitc ndi doi vé chuyén doé thi khong con la dua nita,” Emily lanh
lung noi.

“Sao cau... sao cau... thang thirng thé.” Evelyn sam soi mot hoi ciling
tim ra dwgc mot diém kho rdo trén chiéc khan tay. “Chi thuan tiy tréu dua
thoi ma. Toi phai chay tir hiéu sach vé dé lam thé ddy. Tat nhién, t6i c&
twdng lic tinh day cau sé soi gwong chir. T6i kh... khong nghi 1a cau c thé

https://thuviensach.vn



ma dén treong. Ma toi cling khong biét 1a bac cau lai coi chuyén nay to tat
thé. Tat nhién... toi sé ndi véi bac ay... néu cau... néu cau...”

“Viét ra va ky tén vao di,” Emily néi, chang chut Iwu tinh.
Evelyn viét ra va ky tén.

“Cau sé dwa cho t6i... cai do ch,” c6 nang khan nai, ban tay khan
khodn vwon vé phia to lwu brit.

“0, khong dau, toi s& giit ci nay,” Emily néi.

“Vay thi xét cho cung, c6 gi dam bao la cau sé khong noi... mot ngay
nao do?” Evelyn khit khit mi.

“Cau c6 10i hita cia mot ngwoi nha Starr r6i,” Emily ngao man néi.

CO mim cuoi di ra. Cudi cung, cd6 da gianh chién thang trong cudc
chién treong ky. Va c6 dang nam trong tay bang chitng cudi cung ciing rtta
sach t0i 16i caa Ilse trong mat ba Ruth.

Ba Ruth khit miii lién héi trwéc to gidy Evelyn viét va hoi hét cau nay
dén cau khac nham tim xem Emily doa dam cach nao ma lai kiém dwoc 10i
thd nhan dy. Nhung vi chang thé gidi gao nwéc lanh 1én niém théa man cta
Emily treéc chién thang nay va biét ro 6ng Allan Burnley van luon kho
chiu vd&i ba tir héi ba xua dudi con gai 6ng, ba tham 14y lam mirng vi da co
mot 1y do pha bo 1énh cam nay.

“Vay thi tot r6i. Ta da néi vGi chau rang Ilse c6 thé dén day khi nao
chau tim ra bang ching thich ddng chithg minh cho ta thdy con bé khong
choi tro d6. Chau da chitng minh dwoc, va ta sé giit 10i. Ta von la nguoi
cong bang ma,” ba Ruth két luan - c6 1€ Iic nay chinh ba méi 1a nguwdi phu
nit bat cong nhat trén doi.
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Cho dén lic do6 thi moi chuyén 6n thoa cad. Nhung néu Evelyn mu6n
tra thu thi co nang da duwgc thuwong thirc tron ven men say cua no vao ba
tuan sau, ma chang can phai nhac mét ngén tay hay uén mot tac luwdi nao dé
d6 thém dau vao Itta. Toan thé Shewsbury so6i suc vGi 16i don théi vé cai
dém bao gi6 do - nao la bong gid, nao la bop méo sy viéc va ca bia dat
hoan toan. Emily bi mat mat tai budi tra chiéu & nha Janet Thompson dén
do phai vé nha trong canh mat may trang béch vi nhuc nha. Ilse gian dir dén
phat dién.

“Té sé chang bu6n ban tdm néu qua thuc t¢ da say swa bé bét va sung
swong vGi nd,” c6 giam chan tuyén bé hung hon. “Nhuwng té dau co say dén
do6 thay sung swéng chit; ma chi say da dé thdy minh that 16 bich théi. Co
nhiéu khi, Emily a, t6 cam thay sé that tuyét voi xiét bao néu t¢ la mot con
meo, con nhitng mu gia Shrewsbury nay chi la mot 1ii chudt nhat. Nhung
hay c& vui vé di. That 1ong ma néi, t¢ chang thém quan tam. Chuyén nay
chang may choc sé tréi vao quén lang. Chuing ta sé chién dau.”

“Cau dau thé chién dau vGi nhitng 10i bong gié chi,” Emily chua chat

Ilse khong quan tam; nhung Emily lai v6 cung dé tam. Long kiéu hanh
Murray budt nh6i dén mitc khong thé nao chiu néi. Va cang lic, né cang
nhitc nhoi hon. Cau chuyén dém bao dé con duwgc bién thanh chuyén cuoi
dang trén mot t0 bao 14 cai xuat ban & mot thi trdn vung ndi dia va duoc
Xa0 xao tir cac birc thw “giat gan” gwi dén toa soan tir khap moi noi trén
mién duyén hai. Chwa tirng c6 bat ky ai thira nhan da doc n6, nhung gan
nhw tat cd moi nguwdi déu biét tat ca moi thit dwgc viét & do; ngoai trir ba
Ruth, vén chang bao gio them mé dén bao véi chi. Khong céi tén nao dugc
nhac dén, nhung tdt cd moi nguwdi déu biét bai bAo muén am chi ai, va
chang ai khong nhan ra cai noc doc day nham hiém ma no6 tiét ra. Emily
nhitng twédng minh sé chét vi nhuc nha mat. Va cti don hiém 4c nhét la cau
chuyén dugc ké lai ay qua tho tuc, qua xdu xi; va né da bién cai budi toi
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dep dé tran ngdp niém vui, s khdam pha cung sy sang tao mé ly trong ngoi
nha cii ctia 6ng John tré nén thoé tuc va xau xi. C6 nhitng tuwdng thoi khac
d6 sé mai mai la mdt trong nhitng ky trc dep dé nhat ctia c6. Va gio thi thé
nay day! Teddy va Perry titc dién 1én va chi muon giét nguwdi, nhung cac
cau ay co thé giét ai bay gio? Nhw Emily da ndi véi hai cau, dau ho c6 néi
gi lam gi thi cling chi lam tinh hinh thém t6i té ma thoi. Sau vu dang tai bai
bao d6, chuyén da du té hai lam roi. Emily khong dugc mai dén budi vii héi
cua Florence Blake dién ra vao tuan sau - sy kién xa hdi trong dai cia mua
dong. Co bi gat ra khoi bita tiéc trwgt bang ctia Hattie Denoon. Mot vai
ménh phu phu nhan & Shewsbury chang théem nhin ng6 gi c6 khi ho gap
nhau trén phd. Nhitng nguwdi khac thi day c6 ra xa cd ngan dam bang céi vé
lich sy lanh lung, nhat nhéo. C6 may cau thanh nién quanh thi tran lai té
thai do than thién dén ky cuc. Mot ngudi trong so do, von hoan toan khéng
quen biét gi vGi co, da bat chuyén vdi cd ¢ buu dién mot t6i no. Emily quay
nguwoi nhin cdu ta. Dau kho s& va xau ho dén thé, c6 van la chau géi cta
Archibald Murray. Mai cho t6i tan khi da cach buu dién tan ba khoi nha,
cau thanh nién t6i nghiép ay méi c6 thé binh thwong tré lai va y thitc dugc
minh dang & dau. Cho t6i tan gio, cau van khong tai nao quén dwoc khi
Emily Byrd Starr titc gian, doi mat co trong nhw thé nao.

Nhung cho du cai &nh mat Murray ay c6 thé pha hiy hoan toan mot ké
pham t0i vO cung citng ran thi n6 lai van khong thé ngan chan nhitng cau
chuyén giat gan. Co dau kho cam thay tat ca moi ngwoi déu tin vao nhitng
cau chuyén do6. Theo Emily dwgc nghe ké lai, cd Percy & thuw vién cho biét
O ta luon thady khong thé tin twdng nu cwoi cia Emily Starr; rdng c6 ta lun
cam thay chac chan né dwgc chu tdm khoac cho céi vé khéu ggi va cam do.
Emily c6 cam giac co, cling giong y nhw dic vua Henry t0i nghiép, sé
chang bao gid con mim cwoi trd lai duwge nita. Nguwoi ta nhd lai rang hoi
bay muoi nam trwdc, ba cu Nancy Priest ciing ngdng cuong bira bai ra tro;
va chang phai hoi con tré, chinh phu nhan Dutton cling dinh phai tai tiéng
day thoi? Con nha téng khong giong 1ong ciing giong canh, cac vi biét day.
Me c0 cling ting bo nha theo trai, dung khong nao? Lai con me Ilse nita

https://thuviensach.vn



chit? Tat nhién, ba ta da chét vi bi nga xudng cai giéng cii nha ong Lee,
nhung néu khong bi thé thi ai ma biét dugc ba ta sé lam gi co chit? R6i con
cai cau chuyén ttr thoi ndo thoi nao vé vu tam tran trén bai cat & Ho Blair.
No6i tom lai, con 1au cac vi méi thiy cé c6 gai ditng dan nao lai c6 cai mat
ca chan giong nhuv cia Emily. Chac chan ho chang c6 céi thit day dau.

Tham chi, anh chang Andrew ngay tho va khong duwoc chao don cling
khong con ghé qua vao cac t6i thit Sdu nita. Chuyén nay thuc sy 1a mot ca
don dau. Emily van luon thdy Andrew la ké phién phitc va sg chét khiép
nhitng budi t6i thit Sau anh ta ghé tham. Hé chop dugc co hoi nao la c6 chi
nham nham téng kh anh ta di cho nhanh. Nhuwng ban can phdi thay rang
viéc Andrew tu nguyén khan goi ra di lai mang phong vi khac han. Emily
khong khdi siét chat hai ban tay khi nghi dén chuyén nay.

C0 con nhan dwgc mot tin titc cay dang rang Hiéu trudng Hardy tuyén
bd c6 nén rut lui khoi ciwong vi 16p tredng 16p cudbi cap. Emily hat cao dau.
Tt chizc? Thi nhan that bai va thtra nhan t4i 16i? Con lau ¢6 mai lam thé?

“T6 c6 thé tang cho lao &y mdt phat vao dau,” Ilse néi. “Emily Starr,
dirng c6 lo lang vé chuyén nay. Cai dam Iiva gia 1ap cap nghi nhw thé nao
thi cé gi quan trong chit? Té¢ mac xac cho cac vi than dia nguc xw tri ho.
Mot thang nita la ho lai c6 vo khoi thit dé ma xau xé cho théa thich va sé
quén chuyén nay thoi.”

“T& sé khong bao gio quén duge,” Emily xuc dong noi. “Tw gio cho
tGi chét, t& sé van nhd no6i nhuc nha da phai trdi qua trong may tuan nay.
Con bay gio, Ilse a, ba Tolliver da viét thu dé nghi t&d tit bo cho ctia minh
trong cudc ban hang phuc thién cta nha tho Thanh John.”

“Emily Starr... ba &y khong lam thé chit!”

“Ba 4y lam thé day. O, tat nhién, ba 4y nguy trang bing cach vién cd
ba 4y mu6n danh cho cho ngwoi ho hang tir New York dang & choi, nhung
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t6 hiéu ma. Va trén thu con viét ‘Co Starr than mén’, cau nhin ma xem,
trong khi may tuan tredc van con la ‘Emily yéu dau nhat doi’. Tat ca moi
ngwoi & nha tho Thanh John ro6i sé biét tai sao t@ bi day ra ngoai. Trong khi
chinh ba 4y suyt nita da quy xudng van xin bac Ruth cho t¢ nhan quay ban
hang. Bac Ruth dau c6 muon cho té tham gia chi.”

“Bac Ruth cuda cdu sé noi gi vé chuyén nay day?”

“Qi, d6 mé6i 1a phan toi té nhat, Ilse a. Gid thi bac dy &t hdn s& biét
théi. T lac phdi ndm bep vi dau than kinh tga, bac dy chwa nghe dwoc gi
vé chuyén nay hét. T¢ ct luon thap thém chi sg bac ay phat hién ra r6i thi
sé kinh khing lam. Gio thi bac dy bat dau di lai dugc roi, nén tit nhién du
gi thi gi, chang mdy ma bac ay sé nghe nhac dén chuyén nay thoi. Trong
khi t& ching c6 tinh than ddu dé ma dau ly véi bac dy. Oi, moi chuyén
chang khac gi mot con 4&c mong.”

“Dan thi trdn nay toan nhitng ké dau 6c nho mon, xdo quyét, hep hoi,
ti tién dén thé day,” Ilse ndi, va lap tic thdy dé chiu han. Nhuwng Emily
khong thé xoa diu tam hon dau kho ctia c6 bang mot trang tinh tir dugc
chon loc. C6 ciing chang thé viét lai n6i kho s& cia minh va béi vay ciling
khong cach gi gidi thoat ban than khoi né duwgc. Chang con thém nhitng
dong ghi chép nhanh trong cuén sé Jimmy, chang con thém nhitng bai viét
trong nhat ky, chang con truyén tho mdi. Gid thi anh chép chang bao gio
dén ntta... chang bao gio con tré lai nita. Sé khéng bao gid con gap lai
nhitng con phan khich bi mat diéu ky khong ai cé thé sé chia khi ta chim
dam trong sy thiu hiéu va sang tao. Cudc song da tré nén ngheo nan hon,
nhat nhoa hon, mo duc va khong chit dang yéu. Nhin dau cling chang thay
dugc vé dep; tham chi khong thdy ngay cd trong khong gian thing Ba
dwgm mau trang vang hiu quanh cta Trang Non, khi c6 quay vé nha dip
cu6i tuan. C6 khat khao dwgc vé nha, noi chang ai tin nhitng diéu x4du xa vé
cd. O Trang Non, khong ai nghe phong thanh gi vé nhitng chuyén dang
dwge tham thi ban tdn & Shrewsbury. Nhung chinh sy khong biét nay lai
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khién Emily kho s& khong yén. Chang may choc moi ngudi roi cling sé
biét; ho sé bi ton thuwong, sé u sau triedc cai thyce té rang mot Murray, tham
chi ngay cd mot Murray ngdy tho, ciing tréd thanh muc tiéu cta vu bé bai.
Va ai ma biét ho sé nhin nhan thé nao veé sy c6 Ilse gap phdi véi mén rugu
Scotch cua Malcolm chi#? Emily gan nhw thay nhe ca nguwdi khi quay tré lai
Shrewsbury. Co tuwdng twong ra su giem pha trong hét thdy nhitng 10i thay
hiéu treéng Hardy noi; twdng twong ra sac thai si nhuc kin ddo trong moi
16i binh luan, moi 4nh mat cia ban hoc. Chi doc Evelyn Blake lam b lam
tich nhw ban bé va ngudi bién ho cta co, va day mdi chinh la nhat dao tan
nhan hon ca. Emily khong biét liéu cé gi nguy hiém va xdo tra dang sau cai
diéu by gid tao cta Evelyn hay khong; nhung c6 biét thira thai do6 khoa
trrong nao than thién, nao trung thanh, nao tin twéng chac chan bat chap
bang cé khong gi tranh cai n6i 4y mdi chinh la thit dwong nhw khién c6 bi
vay ban hon hét thdy nhitng 10i dom dat ban tan. Evelyn di khap noi cam
doan v@i tat cd moi ngwoi rang co6 nang khong tin mot 10i nao chong lai
“Emily thdn mén t6i nghiép”. Emily than mén tdi nghiép c6 thé cuoi twoi
ma chitng kién 0 ta chét dudi; hodc c6 ta cho 1a minh c6 thé lam thé.

Trong lic do, ba Ruth, von bi giam hdm trong nha mat vai tuan vi
chitng dau than kinh toa va bi né hanh cho thanh cam cau dén noi dau ban
bé hay ké thu thi ciing déu khong dam bong gi6 vdi ba bat c& diéu gi vé 16i
don théi dinh dén chau gai ba, cling bat dau dé y. Chitng dau than kinh toa
cta ba da dat va dé ba dugc thodi mai don toan tam toan tri vao nhitng thi
khac. Ngam lai, ba nhé ra may ngay gan day, Emily khong duwgc ngon
miéng lam, va ba ngo rang c6 ciing khong ngta. Ngay khi nghi ngd nay 16e
1én trong dau, ba Ruth beén hanh dong ludn. Nhitng lo lang bi mat khong
dugc khoan dung duwdi mai nha cuaa ba.

“Emily, ta mu6n biét chau dang cé chuyén gi,” ba cat van vao mot
chiéu tht Bay khi Emily, nhot nhat va lo dang, mat tham quang, mot lan
nita khong an gi trong bita toi.
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Chut huyét sac tng lén trén khudén mat Emily. Vay la céi gidy phat co
khiép so da dén roi. At han ba Ruth da nghe ké lai twong tan moi chuyén.
Va Emily kho s& nhan ra c6 khong du diing cdm dé chiu dung cudc chat
van tat yéu sé xay ra tiép theo, cling chang cé tinh than dau dé ma binh tinh
twong dau v4i nhung cau hoi tai sao, vi li do gi ctia ba Ruth. C6 biét 16 moi
chuyén sé ra sao: kinh hoang trwéc su tinh dién ra ¢ nha 6ng John - nhu thé
bat ky ai cting c6 thé ngan chan dugc né; buc tirc bdi 10i don théi - nhw thé
Emily phdi chiu trach nhiém cho n6; cam doan nay no rang tit xwa dén nay
ba van lu6n tin chic sé c6 lic xdy ra chuyén nhw thé nay; va r6i nhitng
thang ngay khong thé chiu n6i v4i nhitng nhac nhd, nhitng 10i giém pha vé
st viéc. Emily tham cam thay kinh t&m dén bu6n non trudc toan b vién
canh nay. Mat mot lic lau, c6 khong cat 1én dugc 16i nao.

“Chau dang lam gi vay ha?” ba Ruth van kién tri hoi.

Emily nghién chdt rang. That khong thé chiu dwng nd6i, nhung van
phai chiu dyng thoi. Cau chuyén phai duwgc ké ra; diéu duy nhat phai lam la
lam sao dé n6 dugc ké cang sém cang tot.

“Chau chang lam gi sai cd, bac Ruth. Chau chi lam mot chuyén khién
ngwoi ta hiéu nham thoi.”

Ba Ruth khit miii. Nhung ba lang nghe toan bo cau chuyén Emily ma
khong cat ngang lan nao. Emily ké lai mdt cach ngan gon hét mitc, cdm
thdy minh nhu thé mot ké t6i pham dang ditng trdc buc nhan chitng, con
ba Ruth vira la tham phén, vira la boi tham doan lan cong t6 vién. Khi da ké
xong, c6 ngobi im lang, chd dgi mot 16i binh pham dac treng ctia ba Ruth.

“Thé nguwoi ta lam om som hét ca 1én vi céi gi vay?” ba Ruth héi.
Emily khong biét néi sao cho ding. C6 nhin ba Ruth cham cham.
“Ho... ho van dang nghi... va n6i da moi diéu kinh khting,” c6 ngap

ngirng. “Bac biét day... & dwdi Shrewsbury duge ché che yén 6n nay, ngwoi
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ta dau c6 nhan ra mot con bao sé nhw thé nao. Va, tat nhién, moi nguoi ké
lai cau chuyén déu thém mam giam mudi mot chit; dén lic cau chuyén lan
tran khap Shrewsbury thi tat cd bon chau déu say ca.”

“Piéu khién ta buwc minh,” ba Ruth néi, “la cdc chau lai di réu rao
chuyén nay khap ca Shrewsbury. Vi ly do quai quy nao ma cac chau lai
khong chiu git kin moi chuyén vay ha?”

“Thé thi sé thanh ranh manh mat,” con quy trong Emily dot nhién
nhdy vot ra noi cau nay. Gio day, khi cau chuyén da dvgc cong khai, co
cam thdy tinh than phéan khéi dén do suyt nita da cwoi pha lén.

“Ranh manh! D6 1a sy khon ngoan,” ba Ruth khit mii. “Nhung, tat
nhién, Ilse lam sao gitt mom gitt miéng dwgc chit. Ta néi mai vdi chau roi,
Emily, m0t ngwdi ban ngu ngdc con nguy hiém gdp mudi lan mot ké thu.
Nhung chéau lo lang dén chét dan chét mon vi céi gi kia chi? Lwong tam
chau trong sach. Loi don thdi nay roi sé sém chét thoi.”

“Hiéu trudng Hardy noi chau nén tw chite 16p trudng,” Emily noi.

“Jim Hardy! Thé ddy, cha 6ng ta tirng lam thué cho 6ng ndi ta suot
nhiéu nam,” ba Ruth néi bang giong khinh bi t6t cung, “Jim Hardy lai
twong rang chau gai ta sé cw xit khong ding dan sao?”

Emily khong hiéu ra lam sao nita. C6 nghi at han minh dang nam mo.
Nguwoi phu nit khac thuwong nay co phai bac Ruth khong vay? bay khong
thé la ba Ruth dugc. Emily dang phai duwong dau v6i mét trong nhitng mau
thudn ban nang cua nhan loai. C6 dan dan nhan thitc dwgc rang ta c6 thé
chong lai ho hang ta, bat dong y kién vdéi ho, tham chi cam ghét ho, nhung
gitra ta va ho van ludn ton tai mot sgi day lién két. Bang cach nao do, cac
sgi gan cuda ta, cac day than kinh cda ta xoan quyt cung cta ho. Bao gio
chang vay, mét giot mau dao hon ao nuwdc 1a. C¢ mac ké cho nguwdi ngoai
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cong kich di; thé thdi. It nhat ba Ruth ciing c6 mdt trong nhitng dic tinh
cua nha Murray - trung thanh v6i dong ho.

“Pung lo vé Jim Hardy,” ba Ruth néi. “Ta sé nhanh chéng x ly 6ng
ta. Ta s& m& mat cho moi nguwdi thiy liéu ma gitt miéng luwdi tranh xa nha
Murray ra.”

“Nhung ba Tolliver da yéu cau chau nhwong cho ho hang cta ba ay
quay hang ctia chau trong budi ban hang tr thién,” Emily néi. “Bac biét
nhw thé nghia la gi day.”

“Ta biét Polly Tolliver la mot ké giau x6i ngu ngdc,” ba Ruth dop lai.
“Tw hoi Nat Tolliver 1ay nhan vién toc ky cta ong ta lam vg, nha thd Thanh
John chang con nhw cli nita. Mwoi nam tredc, ba ta con la mot c6 nang
chan dat chay quanh cac ngd hém cia Charlottetown. Pén 1ii méo ciing
chang cho ba ta vao trong. Gio thi ba ta lai ra cai vé nit hoang va rap tam
diéu hanh nha thd nita. Ta sé nhanh chong cat hét méong vudt cda ba ta.
May tuan tredc, ba ta con lay lam biét on vi c6 mot ngudi nha Murray gop
mat trong gian hang cua ba ta. B6 la mot thanh twu doi véi ba ta.Polly
Tolliver, ding la khong lan vao dau dwoc. Thé gidi dang thanh ra cai gi day
chi?”

Ba Ruth oai vé lén trén tang, dé mac Emily hoang mang nhin nhitng
phién muon dang dan bién mat. ba Ruth da lai bwdc xuéng, san sang cho
cudc chién. Ba da uo6n téc, doi chiéc mii bon né to6t nhat, mac bo vay lua
den dep nhat va khoac chiéc 4o choang bang da hai cau méi nhat. Vé&i cach
an van nhuw thé, ba rdo budc t6i pho thwgng, dén dinh thy Tolliver trén doi.
Ba luwu lai dé ntra tiéng dong ho, tro chuyén riéng cung ba Nat Tolliver. Ba
Ruth von thdp va dam nguoi, trong v6 cung t6i tan va lac hau, bat chap
chiéc mii bon né m@i va cai 4o choang da hai cau. Ba Nat an mac rat thoi
thwong va trang nha, véi bo vay tw Paris, chiéc kinh cam tay va mai téc uén
xoan xinh dep - thoi d6, mot udn téc xoan vira xuat hién va ba Nat chinh la
ngwoi dau tién theo mét nay & Shrewsbury. Nhung chién thang trong cudc
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doi dau khong roi vao tay ba Tolliver. Khong ai biét chinh xac ndi dung
cudc doi thoai tr danh ay. Chac chan ba Tolliver sé khong bao gio hé moi.
Nhung khi ba Ruth r&i khéi ng6i nha rong 16n ay, ba Tolliver dang vo nhau
bd vay Paris, con mai toc xoan cta ba bong bénh gitta dam dém sofa trong
lic ba lau nhitng giot nwéc mat uat han va tai ho; con ba Ruth cam trong
bao tay bitc thw ngan ba Tolliver giti “Emily yéu quy”, cho biét nguwdi ho
hang cua ba ta sé khong nhan gian hang tai hoi cho ti thién va xin “Emily
yéu quy” hdy lam on tiép nhan quay hang nhu ké hoach ban dau. Tién si
Hardy la do6i twong doi thoai tiép theo, va mot lan nita ba Ruth lai ra vé,
nhw ngwoi ta nhin thdy, trong tw thé chién thang. C6 hau phuc vu trong nha
Hardy da nghe thay r6i sau dé ké lai cho moi ngwdi mot cau trong cudc trao
do6i d6, mac dau chang ai tin néi ba Ruth tirng ndi nhw thé that vdi tién si
Hardy deo kinh oai nghiém.

“T6i biét 6ng von la thang ngdc, Jim Hardy, nhung vi Chaa, hay gia
V0 t0 ra ong khong phai ga ngu nam phut thoi duvgc khong!”

Khong, khong doi nao cé chuyén do. Tat nhién, chinh c6 hau kia da
bia chuyeén.

“Chau khong con gap thém nhiéu rac roi nita dau, Emily,” ba Ruth néi
khi da quay vé nha. “Polly va Jim da no dua r6i. Khi moi nguwdi thay chau c6
mat tai hdi cho tir thién, ho sé nhanh chéng nhan ra gié dang thoi chiéu nao
dé ma thuan thé givong buém xoay theo chiéu dé6. Ta van con vai chuyén
dé néi vdi vai nguoi trong thi tran khi nao cé co hoi. Tinh hinh r6i sé thanh
gay go ra tro néu cac c6 cau ding dan khong thé thoat khoi nguy co chét
céng ma lai khéng bi nguoi ta dom dat vé chuyén dé. Ping suy nghi vé
chuyén nay nita, Emily. Hay nh& la chau luén c6 gia dinh hau thuan.”

Lic ba Ruth da 1én tang, Emily buéc dén bén tdm guwong. Co nghiéng
tam guong theo goc dé phu hgp va trao cho Emily - trong - gwong nu cuoi
mim chdm rai, quyén rii va khiéu khich.
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“Khong biét minh cat cuén s6 Jimmy & dau,” Emily nghi. “Minh phai
b6 sung mot vai dwong nét cho ban phac thao ctia minh vé bac Ruth mai
duogc.”
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Chuong 22: Yeu Ai Yéu Ca Duong Di

Khi nguwoi dan Shrewsbury phat hién ra ba Dutton dang hau thuan cho
cd chau gai, ngon Itra tin don tirng quét khap thi tran da bi dap tat trong mot
thoi gian ngan ngui dén khong ngd. Ba Dutton dong gop cho du loai quy
cta nha thd Thanh John nhiéu hon bét ky thanh vién nao khac - ho trg thich
dang cho nha tho quen thudc von la moét truyén thong ctia nha Murray. Ba
Dutton la chii ng cia mot niva s6 thwong nhan trong thi trdn; ba nam trong
tay mot 14 thw quan trong ctia Nat Tolliver da khién ong ta phai thao thirc
nhiéu dém. Ba Dutton c6 von hiéu biét da sitc gay hoang mang vé nhitng bi
mat von duge dao sdu chon chat ctia cac dong ho - thit hiéu biét ba san sang
nhac dén chang hé kiéng ky. Bé&i vay, ba Dutton thudc kiéu ngudi can dugc
gilt gin tam trang vui vé, va néu ai d6 pham phai sai lam ma tuwéng rang vi
ba qua khat khe v&i chdu ba nén ngudi ta muén khinh ré chau ba ciing
chang thanh van deé, vay thi ho cang sém sira chira sai lam nay thi cang to6t
cho tat ca nhitng ai cé lién quan.

Tai quay hang ctia ba Tolliver & hoi chg tir thién quy mo 16n kia,
Emily ban ao khoac tré em, chan, giay len tré em, mii bon né; va c6 maoi
chao cac quy 6ng ditng tudi vao mua bang nu cwoi gio day da tré nén noi
tiéng cua co; tat cd moi nguwoi déu doi xi tir té véi b, va cb da lay lai dugc
tam trang vui vé, mac du trai nghiém vira roi van luu lai vét seo trong long.
Nhiéu nam sau, dan chiing Shrewsbury van néi rang Emily Starr chwra bao
gio thue long tha thi cho ho céi ti ban luan vé c6; va ho con n6i thém rang
ngwoi nha Murray chwa ting biét dén chuyén tha thi, ban biét roi day.
Nhung ditng c6 no6i dén chuyén tha thi lam gi. Emily da phéi chiu canh kho
s@ song d@ chét dd, nén tir d6 veé sau, chi can nhin thay bat ky ai tirng dinh

https://thuviensach.vn



liu t6i noi kho s& dy cta minh, c6 déu khong tranh khoi cam giac cam ghét.
Mot tuan sau do, khi ba Tolliver moi c6 dam nhiém vai tro rét tra tai buoi
tiép don nguwoi ho hang caa ba ta, Emily da lich sy tt ch6i ma chang them
nhoc cong dwa ra bat ky 10i bién bach nao. Va ti trong cai cach c6 héch
cam hay trong cai anh nhin binh than nhw nhin ké bang vai phai Itta, cé thit
gi do khién ba Tolliver cAm nhan mdt cach sau sac rang trong anh mat cta
mot Murray & trang trai Trang Non, ba ta van la Polly Riordan ctia ngo
Riordan va vinh vién khong bao gio thanh bat ky ngwoi nao khac.

Nhung Andrew dugce chao don kha ngot ngao khi anh ta c6 phan bén
1én ghé qua vao toi thit Sau sau d6. Mac du trén thue té da dwge chivng thue
la nguwdi cung hoi cung thuyén, nhung rat c6 thé anh ta van c6 phan khong
dam doan chac minh sé dwgc nhan sy don ti€p nhw thé nao. Tuy nhién,
Emily d6i xt& v6i anh ta bang thai do hoa nha tréng thdy. C6 1é c6 cé muc
dich riéng. Mot lan nita, to6i can nhac nhé dé cac vi nhdé rang toi la nha viét
tiéu st cia Emily chit khong phai ngwoi bién hd cho c6. Néu co tré diia
Andrew bang mot cach thitc nao dé ma t6i c6 1é khong tan thanh, téi con
lam gi dwgc ngoai viéc phan nan vé n6 chit? Tuy nhién, t6i 1dy lam mirng vi
minh c6 thé tinh cd binh luan rang theo y t6i, Emily da di qua xa khi néi
v&i Andrew — sau khi anh chang ké 1é vé mdy 10i khen nggi ma anh ta nhan
duwgc tr vién quan ly — rang anh chang chac chan la mot nguwdi tuyét voi.
T6i tham chi chang thé vi mudn bao bién cho ¢6 ma ndi rang c6 da thot 1én
cau nay bang giong cham biém. C6 khong lam thé: c6 néi né bang cai
giong diéu ngot ngao nhat kem theo hanh dong nguwdc mat 1én r6i sau do
cup mat xuong, khién cho dén ca trai tim von rat 6n dinh cia Andrew cling
bi 1& mat mot nhip. Oi, Emily, Emily!

Mua xuan nam d6, moi chuyén ctia Emily déu kha sudn sé. C6 nhan
dwge mot vai sw chap thuan va may tam séc, thém vao do, bat dau té ra tw
dac vi minh c6 thé tam tam dwoc goi la nha van. Ho hang ctia c6 bat dau
hoi nghiém tic dé tam dén dam mé viét lach cta c6. Khong thé bac bo sy
hién dién ctia nhitng tam séc kia dugc.
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“Tt dau nam dén gio, Emily da kiém dwgc nam muwoi d6 la nho viét
lach r6i ddy,” ba Ruth n6i véi ba Drury. “T6i bat dau cho rang dita tré nay
da tim ra con dwong kiém song dé dang roi.”

Con duong dé dang! Emilym nghe 16m dwgc nhan xét nay luc dang di
qua hanh lang, chi mim cuwdi va thé dai. Ba Ruth, hay bat ky ai khac, thi
biét dugc gi vé bao noi thit vong va bao that bai ctia nhitng con nguai leo
1én Buwong Alps chit? Ba biét gi vé bao noi tuyét vong va bao kho s@ vat va
ctia nguwdi nhin thay dé6 ma khong thé véi t6i dugce. Ba biét gi vé bao dang
cay chua x6t ctia nguwdi thai nghén dwgc mot cau chuyén tuyét voi va viét
no6 thanh cau chit, dé r6i phan thudng cho moi no Iirc khong ngirng nghi ay
chi 1a mot ban thao trong rong nhat nhéo? Ba biét gi vé nhitng canh ctta tac
nghén va nhitng dién thd bat khd xam pham cua ban bién tap? Vé nhitng
mau thw tir ch6i tan nhan va nhitng 16i nggi khen nhat nhoa dang sg? Vé
nhitng hy vong bi tri hoan, vé hang tiéng dong hé ngd vic chan chwong va
mat long tin vao ban than?

Ba Ruth khong biét gi vé nhitng diéu nay, nhung ba dung dung phan
n6 moi khi ban thao ctia Emily bi tra lai.

“Khinh suat, ta goi né nhu thé day,” ba néi. “Pirng cé giti cho bién tap
toa soan thém mdt dong nao nita. Nhé cho k¥, chau 1a mot Murray day!”

“Chau e la 6ng ay khong biét diéu dé dau a,” Emily nghiém tic noi.

“Vay tai sao chau khong noi vdi ong ta?” ba Ruth hoi.

Vao thang Nam, Shrewsbury xo6n xao mot dao khi Janet Royal ttt New
York tré vé nha mang theo nhitng bé quan ao 16ng lay, danh tiéng choéi loa
cung con ché su cia co. Janet von la mdt c6 gai goc Shrewsbury, nhung c6
chwa tirng song & qué hwong ké tir khi “lén dwong téi nwdc My” hai muoi

nam tredc. Co thong minh, tham vong va c6 da gat hai dwgc thanh cong.
Co la bién tap vién van hoc cua mot tap chi quoc gia tiéng tam danh cho
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phu nit, dong thoi 1a mot trong nhitng doc gia doc ban thdo cho mot nha
xuét ban c6 tén tudi. Emily da nin thé khi nghe tin c6 Royal dén. Oi chao,
gia nhu c6 c6 thé chi can nhin thay co dy thoi; tro chuyén cung c6 dy; hoi
co dy vé hang tram thit ¢c6 muén biét! Khi 6ng Towers noi v6i c6 bang thai
do khong hé khach sdo rang hay di phéng van co6 Royal va viét thanh bai
cho t0 Thoi dai, Emily run rdy cad nguoi, nita vi hodng loan, nita vi phan
khich. PBay chinh la céi cé cia c6. Nhung liéu c6 c6 thé khong... liéu co co
dua ty tin khong? Liéu c6 Royal c6 cho rang c6 la ké ty phu khong thé chiu
noi khong? Co6 c6 thé hoi c6 Royal nhitng cau hoi nhw thé nao vé sy nghiép
ctia c6 ay cung nhitng y kién ctia ¢6 vé chinh sach doi ngoai cua lién bang
MY cling nhw thai do twong ho gitta My va cac quoc gia khac? Co 1€ c6
chang bao gio c6 da sitc manh.

“Ca hai chung to6i déu tho phung tai cung mét dién tho, nhung co dy la
nit tw t€ cao cap trong khi toi chi 1a mot nit tu hén mon nhat,” Emily viét
trong nhat ky. Sau do6 c6 thao cho ¢6 Royal mot bitc thw thdm dam tinh than
ton sung, va viét di viét lai hang chuc lan, xin phép duwgc phong véan co ay.
Sau khi gti bitc thw di roi, c6 thao thitc sudét cd dém vi chgt nghi dén
chuyén, 1é ra c6 khong nén két thic bitc thw bang “Chan thanh” ma nén doi
bang “Tran trong”. Cach noi “chan thanh” cé vé mang sac thai ctia mot moi
quan hé von khong ton tai. Co Royal thé nao ciing cho rang c6 dang to ra tw
phu cho xem.

Nhung co Royal da guwi lai mot bic thv duyén dang; Emily da nhan
dugc n6 vao hom nay.

“Ashburn, tht Hai.
“Co Starr than mén:
“Tét nhién c6 c6 thé dén gdp toi va toi sé ké cho c6 nghe moi diéu t6i

biét cho Jimmy Towers (Cau Chia mang lai sy binh an cho tdm hon 6ng ay,
va chang phaéi 6ng dy la anh b6 dau tién cta to6i d6 sao!) va moi chuyén co
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muon biét cho chinh ban than. T6i nghi, mot nita 1y do khién t6i quay tr@
lai ddo H.E. mua xuan nay la vi t6i muén gap nguoi da viét Ngwoi phu nir
t'ng dét mong dirc vua. Toi da doc truyén nay mua dong nam ngoai khi n6
dwgc dang tai trén to Roche va thay no that hap dan. Hay dén ké cho t6i vé
ban than c6 va nhitng tham vong cua c6 nhé. Co la nguwoi tham vong, phai
khong nao? Va toi cho la co cling sap nhan ra cac tham vong ctia minh roi,
va néu c6 thé, t6i rat mudn giip. C6 c6 mat thit toi khong bao gio c6 duwgc
— kha nang sang tao dich thyc — nhwng t6i lai rat giau kinh nghiém va c6 cé
thé thodi mai hdi vé nhitng bai hoc t6i da duic rat dwgc tww d6. Toi co thé
giup co tranh dwgc mot s6 ba mo6i cam bay, va toi han sé khong giup dugc
néu khong phaéi da tirng bi ‘16i kéo’ ¢ vai noi roi. Chiéu thi Sau tuan sau,
hdy dén Ashburn khi ‘tan truong’ nhé, va chiing ta sé tro chuyén chan
thanh.

“Than ai,
“Janet Royal.”

Emily rung dong toan than khi doc bitc thw nay “Than ai” — 6i, Chua
6i! C6 quy bén ctra s6, d6i mat mé say nhin ra ngoai trdi, huéng dén cho
nhitng cay linh sam méanh mai gitta Mién Chinh Trwc va dong cé ba 1a vt
dam swong déng sau. Oi, liéu c6 thé ching mot ngdy nao do6 co ciing sé trd
thanh ngwdi phu ni thanh céng, sang choi giong nhw ¢6 Royal? Bitc thu kia
dwong nhw da khién diéu dé tré nén c6 khd nang; dwong nhw khién moi
gidc mo tuyét voi déu trd nén c6 kha nang. Va vao thi Sdu — bon ngay nita
— c0 sé tGi gap gb tro chuyén than mat cung nit tw té€ cap cao ctia minh.

Ba Angela Royal, tdi d6 da ghé qua tham ba Ruth, c6 vé nhw khong
han nghi rang Janet Royal la mot nit tw té cdp cao hay mdt nguwdi phi
thwong. Nhung thoi do, tat nhién, nha nit tién tri thwong khong dugc danh
gia cao noi qué huong, va ba Royal da nudi Janet 16n khon.
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“T6i chi muodn néi la con bé lam an kha lam,” ba tam sy vdéi ba Ruth.
“Lwong cda n6 cao lam day. Nhung dau vay thi n6é van la mot co gai gia.
Trén mdt s6 phuwong dién lai con ky qudac nhw yéu quai nita.”

Emily, lic nay dang hoc tiéng Latin bén ctta s6 hwéng vinh, bing
birng phan nd. Thé nay that khong thua gi thai d6 pham thugng.

“Tuy nhién ngoai hinh con bé trong ciing 6n lam,” ba Ruth noéi. “Janet
lu6n la mot co gai tw té.”

“0, phai, n6 ding 1a kha tir t&. Nhung t6i van lubn s 1a né qué thong
minh nén chang 1dy chéng dwgc dau, va téi da ding. Ma con bé lai con
nhan nhan nhitng y niém du nhap t* nwéc ngoai nita. N6 chang bao gid an
dung bira; va that tinh co lam toi phat 6i treéc cai m@ nhang xi no xdi 1én vi
con cho cia nd; Chu — Chin, né goi con ché thé day. Con ch6 lam chi ngoi
nha. Con ché ay dich xac thich lam gi thi lam va chang ai dam néi nang gi.
Con meo t0i nghiép cta t6i bi khong ché hoan toan. Janet nhay cam véi
chuyén con cho lam. Khi t6i phan nan vi con ché ngu trén chiéc ghé banh
boc vai nhung I6ng, con bé buc bgi dén nodi ca ngay chang thém hé rang.
Do la mot diéu khién t6i khong wa ¢ Janet. Con bé ludn t6 ra vo cung kiéu
ngao moi khi bi xtc pham. Va né lai thay bi xic pham truéc nhitng thit ma
néu la nguwdi khac thi ngwdi ta chang bao gio thém dé tdm mot mdy may.
Va mot khi da gian déi m6t nguwdi nao roi thi né thanh ra gian doi véi tat ca
moi ngudi. Hy vong sé khong cé bat ¢t thit gi choc titc né trude khi chau
dén vao tht Sau, Emily a. Néu con bé da can rdo cam xic vui vé thi né sé
twgc di sy vui vé dy & chau. Nhung vé Janet, ta phai néi rang con bé khong
thuwong xuyén cau kinh dau, va cting khong bao gio c6 thai do hen ha hay
han hoc. N6 lu6n rat no luc vi ban vi be.”

Khi ba Ruth da ra ngoai dé héi han cau bé ban tap pham, ba Royal voi
noi thém,
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“Con bé hitng thi véi chau lam day, Emily. N6 lic nao cling khat khao
duwgc giao lvu véi nhitng c6 gai xinh dep, tré trung, bao rang nhw thé sé
khién n6 cam thay minh van tré. N6 nghi tdc pham cua chau boc 10 tai nang
dich thwc. Néu n6 quy mén chau thi sé may man cho chau lam ddy. Nhung,
thuwong chau ta méi dan, nhé to ra than thién v6i con cho su d6 nhé! Chau
ma lam con cho6 dé gian doi la Janet sé chang né nang gi chau dau, cho du
chau c6 la Shakespeare cling vay.”

Sang tht Sau, Emily thitc ddy cing niém tin chac chan ngay hom nay
sé danh ddu mot trong nhitng bwdc ngodt cua cuéc doi cd, mot ngay cua
nhitng kha nang chéi 16a. Co6 da c6 mot con 4c mong kinh khiing, mo thay
minh dang ngbi nhuw bi yém bua trwdc mdt c6 Royal, khong thé bat thét
dwgc bat it tir nao ngoai trir “Chu — Chin”, c¢6 mo6i mot tir dé bi c6 nhac di

nhac lai nhv mét con vet bat ¢t khi nao ¢6 Royal héi co gi dé.

Mura ra rich su6t ca budi sang trong noi kinh hoang cua c6, nhwng dén
trira, troi quang dang sang sua va day doi vat ngang bén cang tw khoac l1én
minh tdm khan quang mau xanh than tién. Emily voi va di tir truong veé
nha, tdi nhgt bai tinh trang trong cda sw kién. Phuc sitc nhu thé nao tré
thanh mét nghi thitc quan trong doi vdi c6. Cé phai mac b vay lua mau
xanh nuwdc bién — khong nghi ngd gi vé diéu dé hét. N6 dai chdm chan va
sé gitp cb co6 vé tredng thanh. Nhung c6 nén dé téc kiéu nao bay gio? Kiéu
toc bui cao doc dao hon ca, phu hgp véi nét mét c6 va sé cho nhiéu 1gi thé
hon khi ¢6 d6i mii. Thém vao dd, co 1é vang tran dé tran sé khién c6 trong
c6 vé thong thai hon. Nhung ba Royal da noi c6 Royal thich nhitng c6 gai
xinh dep. Bé&i vay, bang moi gia c6 cling phai xinh dep. Mai téc den day ra
trén tran va trén dinh dau la chiéc mii xuan méi ma Emily da danh bao mua
bang tdm séc gan day nhat, bat chap sy phan doi cua ba Elizabeth lan 16i
binh luan thang tudt ctia ba Ruth rang tién bac chang & lau dwoc véi mot
con ngoc dau. Nhung gio, Emily ldy lam mtrng vi da mua chiéc mi. Co
khong thé dén phéong van c6 Royal trong chiéc mii thuy thi mau den don
gian ctia c6 dugc. Chiéc mii vo cung phu hgp, vdi canh hoa violet bang ren
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mau tim tham ra xu6ng, phu trén nhitng séng téc dang yéu 16p 16p goi 1én
nhau, vita cham t6i can c6 trang nhu sita ctia c6. Moi thit & c6 déu toat 1én
vé xinh xan gon gang day trang nha: trong c6 nhu thé - t6i thich dung cach
néi cii rich 4y — vira xuat xwéng. Ba Ruth, dang vo van quanh hanh lang,
nhin thay c6 budc xuéng cau thang va hoi choang vang phat hién ra Emily
da 1a mot thiéu nt.

“Con bé c6 dang dap y nhv mot Murray vay,” ba Ruth nghi.

Sv tan dwong khong thé di xa hon nita dwgc, mac du trén thuc té, nét
manh mai thanh nha cua Emily chinh la dwgc thira hwdng tiv nha Starr ma
ra. Nguoi nha Murray oai nghiém va cao quy, nhung rat cirng nhac.

Chi mat m6t doan duong di bd kha ngan la tdi Ashburn, ngdi nha cii
dep dé mau trang nam gitta hang cay co thy, cach xa dwong phd. Emily leo
1én con duwong rdi soi, hai bén vién nhitng bong hinh muia xuan thanh méanh
nham nhd@, y nhw mot nguoi sung dao dang dan tién vao mdét ngoi dén
thiéng. Mot con ché trang 16ng xu kha to dang ng6i trén doan giita con
dwong rai séi. Emily nhin con ché bang anh mat t6 mo. C6 chua tirng thay
con cho su nao. Co rut ra két lugn Chu — Chin kha xinh, nhung khong sach
sé. RO rang con chd da co6 khoang thoi gian thich thu trong mot bai bun nao
do, vi ca chan lan nguc déu loét nha loét nhoét. Emily hi vong n6 sé chap
nhan co, nhung dirng c6 tién lai gan co.

RO rang con ch6 da chap nhan c6, vi né quay ngudi lon ton leo cliing
co 1én con dwong, than thién ngoe ngudy cai dud6i miim mim - hay néi cho
ding hon la céi dudi at han s& miim mim néu khong vira w6t nhoét vira 1am
lem bun dat. N6 hdo hitc ditng bén canh c6 trong ltic c6 rung chudng, va
ngay khi ctra m@, con cho6 sung swéng nhay bat 1én nguwoi phu nit ditng bén
trong nha, suyt nita diy nguoi dé nga lan ra.

Co Royal dich than ra mé& ctta. Nhw Emily nhin thdy ngay lap titc, co
khong xinh dep, nhung toat 1én nét dac biét khong lan vao dau dwgc, tir bui
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toc mau dong cho t6i tan ngén déi dép 1é bang xa tanh. C6 mac chiéc vay
nhung tuyét dep mau tim hoa ca, deo cdp kinh kep miii vanh déi moi, kiéu
kinh lan dau tién xuat hién tai Shrewsbury.

Chu — Chin the lwgi, ham ham hé hé liém w6t ca khuén mat co, roi lao
vao trong phong khach nha ba Royal. B6 vdy may tim hoa ca 1dm lem dau
chan bun dat khap tir ¢ cho tdi tan gau vay. Emily cho rang Chu — Chin
hoan toan xitng dang vGi nhan xét khong may hdo cdm ctia ba Royal va
tham nhan xét néu day ma la cho6 cua c6 thi né han sé cw xr ngoan ngoan
hon nhiéu. Nhung c6 Royal chdang mdy may trach méang con ché, va c6 1é
s phé binh bi mat cia Emily, ti trong tiém thitc, da duwgc khoi nguon tw
cai nhan thitc ngay titc thi rang sy don chao cia c¢6 Royal qua mic lanh
lung, dau rang c6 da bay to thai do lich sy hoan hdo. Tt bitc thu cua c6,
Emily da phan nao trong dgi mt man don tiép néng am hon.

“Vao trong nha ngoi di nao,” c6 Royal ndi. C6 dan Emily vao trong,
vay tay ra hiéu vé phia mot cai ghé rong rat thodi mai, con c6 ngoi xudng
mot cai ghé Chippendale bang go cing c6 vé chang biét nhugng bo ai.
Chang hiéu sao, Emily, binh thwong von da nhay cam va vao ldac nay lai
cang nhay cdm mot cach khac thuwong, cam thay sy lwa chon ghé ngoi cua
Royal nhw bao diém xau. Tai sao c6 ay khong than mat vii ngwoi vao trong
chiéc ghé Morris boc nhung ngé lung ra sau vira sau vira rong rai? Ma co
lai ngoi & do, nghiém nghi va xa cach, cé vé nhw khong may may chu y dén
nhitng vét bun kinh khting trén chiéc vay xinh dep ctia c6. Chu — Chin da
nhdy phoc lén cai ghé banh khong 16 boc vai nhung 16ng, va ngoi & do,
vénh vao ngd nghiéng hét ngwoi nay dén ngudi kia, nhw thé dang thich tha
quan sat tinh hinh. C6 thé nhan thidy qua ré rang, ding nhu ba Royal tirng
tién doan, da c6 chuyén gi dé lam c6 Royal “phién long”, va trdi tim Emily
dot nhién nang nhuw chi.

“H6m nay... troi that dep,” c6 ap ung. Co biét day la mot cau no6i ngu
ngoc khong dé dau cho hét, nhung vi c6 Royal chang chiu hé m6i nén c6
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danh phai no6i gi d6. Sw im ldng qua dang sg.

“Rat dep,” c6 Royal dong y, khong hé liéc mat vé phia Emily ma van
nhin Chu — Chin, lic nay dang quat cai dudi wét nhoét ctia né 1én mét cai
ném xinh dep bang lua pha ren ctia ba Royal. Emily ghét Chu — Chin. That
nhe nhom khi cam ghét con chd, vi c6 khong dam ghét co Royal. Nhung co
chi wéc gi minh dang & cach xa day ca ngan dam. Oi, gid nhw khong phai
cd dang dat gbi ban thdo nho trong long! Nhin qua ciling biét né la cai gi.
Co sé khong bao gio c6 dua diing khi cho c6 Royal xem mot ban thao nao
trong so6 do. Vi nit hoang dang gian dit nay liéu c6 dung la nguoi da viét
birc thw than thién, t¥ té€ kia khong? That chang thé tin diéu do la sy that.
Pay at han la mét con 4c mong. Gidc mo cda cd da tréd nén “xa voi” qua
sttc twdng twgng. C6 cam thdy minh that 16 mang, non ndt, dot nat va bat
lich su... va ngay tho! Oi chao, ngdy tho khiing khiép!

Thoi gian dan tr6i; c6 1& khong qua 1au, nhung véi Emily dwong nhw
da hang may tiéng dong ho. Miéng c6 kho rang, nao bo té liét. Co khong
thé nghi ra bat ky cdu nao dé néi. Trong tam tri co, chgt nhoang 1én mot
moi nghi ngd dang sg rang, sau khi viét thu cho c6, c6 Royal da nghe don
thoi vé budi tdi trong can nha cii ctia 6ng John va bdi vay ma thai do cta c6
ay méi thay doi.

Emily kho s& van veo trén ghé va goi ban thao nhé trugt xudng san.
Emily cti rap ngwoi xuong dé 1ay lai cai goéi. Bung lic d6, Chu — Chin ciing
bay tr trén ghé banh vé phia n6. Nhitng méng vuot 1dm lem bun dat cua
con cho6 chop lay canh violet bang ren ru tiv chiéc mii cia Emily va xé né
tudt xudng. Emily bé goi ban thdo d6 dé tim chat 14y cai mii. Chu — Chin
bd canh hoa violet dé nhdy chom 1én géi ban thdo. R6i, ngdm chat cai goi
trong miéng, con ché phéong ra ngoai khung ctra kinh dang dé ngd thong
vGi khu vuon.

“Qi chao, néu né giat dift téc ctia minh thi c6 1& con nhe nhdm hon.”
Emily gian di* nghi tham.
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Con ché su quai ac da tha mat cau chuyén méi nhat hay nhat ctung
mdy bai tho tuyén cta cd. C6 trdi mai biét n6 dinh lam gi vGi ching. Co 1€
c6 sé chang bao gid con nhin thdy ching lan nita. Nhung, it ra, cling con
may la bay gio khong con phadi lan tan xem c6 nén dwa cho c6 Royal doc
ching hay khong.

Emily khong con ban tam xem liéu tam trang c6 Royal c6 té hay
khong nita. Co cling khong con tha thiét mong dwgc lam vira long co ay -
mot nguwdi phu nit da dé con ché ctia minh cw x nhw thé véi khach méi ma
chang buon lay ntra 16i quéd trach n6! Bay, tham chi c6 dy con c6 vé thich
thd véi cai tro hé ctia con ché nita. Emily dam chac c6 da bat gap mot nét
cwoi thap thoang trén khudn mat c6 Royal khi c6 dy nhin cénh violet ta toi
vuong vai trén san nha.

Emily bat chgt nhé dén mot cau chuyén c6 titng duwgc nghe ké vé cha
cta 6ng John Ngao Man, ngwoi thuong cé théi quen néi véi vg, “Heé khi
nao c6 ngudi tim cach lam mat mat ba, Bridget, cit biu moi ra, Bridget, biu
moi ra.”

Emily bén biu moi ra.
“Con ché nghich ngom that day,” c6 néi giong cham biém.
“Rat nghich,” ¢6 Royal binh tinh tan thanh.

“Co khong cho la né sé tién bo hon néu duwgc khép vao ky luat vira
phéi sao?” Emily hoi.

“Khong, c6 khong nghi thé,” c6 Royal tram ngam dap lai.

Prung lic nay, Chu — Chin quay lai, nhdy twng tung khap phong, quat
du6i hat mot cai binh thdy tinh nhé roi ra khoi ghé dau, sau dé khit khit
mi ngti ngri ddm manh v, r6i lai nhdy phoc 1én ghé banh, ngoi thd hon
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ha hon hén trén do6. “Chao 6i, t6i la mot chi ché méi ngoan ngoan lam sao
chi!”

Emily cam s6 ghi chép va bt chi 1én.
“Ong Towers ctt chau dén phéng van c6,” co noi.

“CO0 10 16i,” 6 Royal néi, khong mot gidy nao roi mat khoi con cho su
yéu quy.

Emily: “Chéu c6 thé phién c0 tra 16i mot vai cau héi khéng a?”
Co6 Royal, bang thai d6 than thién thai qua: “Hap dan day.”

(Chu — Chin, sau khi da lay hoi dd, bén lao vot ra khéi ghé va phong
nhw bay qua hai canh cita xép ntra khép nira mé ctia phong an.)

Emily tham khédo cuén s6 ghi chép va chang buon suy nghi ma ci¢ thé
héi ludn cau dau tién dugc viét trong do: “Co nghi cudc bau ct tong thong
mua thu nay sé c6 két qua nhw thé nao?”

Co Royal: “C6 chang bao gio nghi dén van dé dé.”

(Mim chat m6i, Emily viét vao cudén s6 ghi chép: “Cé ay chang bao
gio nghi dén van dé d6.” Chu — Chin lai xudt hién, vot tir dau nay sang dau
kia phong khach, lao vao trong viron, mom ngam mot con ga quay.)

Co Royal: “Bita t6i ctia c6 di tong r6i.”

Emily, dang b6 danh dau cau hoi dau tién: “Liéu c6 kha nang Quoc hoi
My sé xem xét vdi thai do tich cye dén nhitng dé nghi hop tac gan day cua
chinh phu Canada khong?”

Co Royal: “Chinh phti Canada c6 dwa ra dé nghi hgp tac a? Co6 chua
tirng nghe néi dén nhitng dé nghi dé.”
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(Emily viét, “C6 ay chwa bao gio nghe nhac dén ching.” C6 Royal
chinh lai cap kinh kep miii.)

Emily, nghi tham: “V§i cdi cam va cai miii nhu thé nay thi ldc vé gia
trong co sé giong phu thay day.” Néi: “Theo y kién cta co, cé phai tiéu
thuyét lich st da qua thoi dinh cao?”

Co Royal, ué oai: “T6i luén dé y kién cua minh & nha méi khi t6i di
nghi.”

(Emily viét, “Co6 dy luon dé y kién cua minh & nha moi khi c6 ay di
nghi,” va khat khao mo wéc c6 thé viét ban miéu ta cia c6 vé cudc phong
van nay, nhung biét ro 6ng Towers sé chang doi nao dang nd. Roi ¢o tw an
ui ban than bang cach nhé lai rang c6 c6 mot cudn s6 Jimmy mdi tinh &
nha; dong thoi trong long ddy 1én mot niém vui mirng tinh quai khi twdng
twgng dén bai viét sé dugc ghi vao do toi nay. Chu — Chin buwdc vao. Emily
tham hoi khong biét trong khoang thdi gian ngan ngui vira roi, né cé kip an
hét con ga kia khong. Chu — Chin, hién nhién dang cé nhu cau an trang
miéng, ti y tém lay mot trong may tdm vai phu ghé bang len méc cua ba
Royal, r6i mang theo n6 bé xuéng dwéi cay dan piano, bat dau ham hé nhai
gam.)

Co6 Royal, nong nhiét: “Ché cung!”
Emily, dot nhién dugc khoi nguon cam hitng: “C6 nghi gi vé cho su?”
Co Royal: “Sinh vat dang mé man nhat tran doi.”

Emily, tw néi véi minh: “Vay ra c6 cling mang mot y kién theo day.”
Vi co Royal: “Chau khong mé chung.”

Co Royal, kem theo nu cudi bang gia: “Ro rang so thich cta chau véi
loai cho khéc han so véi cia c6.”
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Emily, tw néi v6i minh: “Gia nhu Ilse c6 mat ¢ day dé thay chau dat
biét danh cho c6.”

(Mot con méo xam khong 16 toat 1én phong thai ngudi me budc ngang
qua ngudng ctta bén ngoai nha. Chu — Chin lao vot ra tor dudi cay dan
piano, phéng gitta bon cai chan ké ditng cao, dudi theo con méo dang phi
nhu bay. Cai ké ditng do sam xudng va cay thu hai duong xinh dep cta ba
Royal nam tan nat trén san, gitta dong dat va manh gom va.)

CoO Royal, khong chit dong tinh: “T6i nghiép di Angela! Di ay sé
thuwong tam lam cho xem!”

Emily: “Nhung chuyén do khong co gi to tat, phai khong a?”
C6 Royal, dju dang: “O, khéng; khong ha.”

Emily, tham khédo cudn so6 ghi chép: “C6 cé nhan thidy nhiéu thay do6i &
Shrewsbury hay khong?”

Co Royal: “C6 thdy nguwoi dan thay do6i rat nhiéu. Thé hé tré khong
mang lai cho c6 nhitng an twong tot dep.”

(Emily viét lai cau nay. Chu — Chin lai xuat hién, r6 rang da dudi con
meo bang qua mot viing bun mdi, va tiép tuc thwdng thirc mon vai len pha
ghé, dudi cay dan piano)

Emily dong cuén so ghi chép lai va ditng day. Dau c6 vi 6ng Towers
dén mitc nao di chang nita thi cling khéng du sttc khién co6 kéo dai cudc
phong van nay. Trong c6 ta giong nhw mot thién than tré, nhung co ta lai o6
nhitng suy nghi khung khiép. Va c6 cam ghét c6 Royal — 6i chao, c6 md&i
cam ghét c6 ta biét nhwong nao chi!

“Cam on c0, thé nay la day du r6i,” c6 noi, véi thai do kiéu ky khong
thua kém gi c6 Royal. “Chéau rat tiéc vi da lam c6 mat nhiéu thoi gian nhw
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thé. Tam biét c6.”

Co6 hoi cii dau chao va buwdc ra hanh lang. C6 Royal theo chan c6 téi
ctra phong khach.

“Chang phai chau nén mang con ché cua chau di cung thi hon sao, c6
Starr?” c0 hoi giong ngot ngao.

“Co bao sao a?”

“Co0 bdo la sao chau khong mang con ché cua chau di?”

“Cho cuaa chau?”

“Phai. Chac han n6 van chuva x& ly xong tdm vai pha ghé dau, nhung
chéu c6 thé cam ca tdm vai di. Gio thi n6 cling chang con may ich 1gi véi di
Angela dau.”

“NG... né... khong phai con ché cia chau,” Emily hon hén noi.

“Khong phai ché ctia chau? Thé né la cho cua ai?” ¢6 Royal héi.

“Chau... chau c twdng no la cua co... con cho su cua co,” Emily néi.
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Chuong 23: Canh Civa Mé

Co6 Royal nhin Emily mét lic. R6i ¢6 tim 1dy co tay Emily, dong sam
ctra lai, kéo c6 quay tr@ lai phong khach, va kién quyét day co6 ngoi vao
chiéc ghé boc nhung. Xong xudi, c6 Royal tha nguwdi xudng cai ghé sofa
lam lem bun dat va pha lén cuwdi — cuwoi rii rwgi mat mot ldc 1au. Thinh
thodng, c6 dwa ngwoi vé phia tridc, vo manh 1én dau goi Emily, r6i lai nga
nguoi ra sau va tiép tuc cwoi to. Emily ng6i do, mim cuwdi yéu 6t. Cam xic
ctia co da bi ton thuwong qua sadu sac dén dé chang thé tiép nhan ndi nhitng
tran cwoi that gan that rudt cia cé6 Royal, nhung trong tam tri ¢6, mot ban
phac thao da bat dau thap thoang thanh hinh cho cudén s6 Jimmy. Trong ltc
dé, con ché trang, sau khi da can tdm vai ghé toi ta, lai phat hién thay con
meo, bén phong ra dudi theo né lan nita.

Cudi cung c6 Royal cling ng6i thang lai va lau nwéc mat.

“Oi chao, that vd gia. Emily Byrd Starr — that v gia! Pén khi tdm
muoi tudi, co sé nhd lai chuyén nay va gao rd ra tro. Ai sé viét lai cau
chuyén nay day nhi, chau hay la c6 day? Nhung ai la cha cua con vat dé
vay nhi?”

“Chac chan la chau khong biét gi dau a,” Emily de dat néi. “Chau
chwa bao gio nhin thiy n6 trong doi.”

“Ai cha, hiy déng ctia lai d3, trwdc khi né c6 thé quay tré lai. Con bay
gig, c6 gai yéu quy, ngoi xudng day canh c6 nao; ¢ day c6 mot cho sach sé
bén duédi tdim ném ddy. Gid chiing ta sé chuyén tro thyc sy nhé. Oi chao, ¢6
da té thai do rat khé chiu khi chau c6 gang dat cau hoi cho c6. C6 da co
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gang té thai do kho chiu. Sao chau khong cho c6 mot tran chi, ¢6 géi yéu
quy toi nghiép bi si nhuc?”

“Chau cling da muon thé ddy a. Nhung bay gid, néu can nhac dén 16i
cu XUt cia con ché ma co c& twong la cua chau kia thi chau nghi c6 da vo
cung khoan dung véi chau réi day a.”

Co Royal lai boc phat mot tran cuwoi nita.

“Co that chang biét liéu c6 c6 thé tha thit cho chau vi ddm cho rang cai
con vat mau trang 16ng xu kinh khing kia chinh la chi ché su cé bg long
mau vang do 1ong lay cia c6 hay khong. Trwdc lic chau vé nha, c6 sé dan
chau 1én phong c6 dé chau xin 16i chu ta. Chd ta dang ngu trén givong co.
CO da nhot chu cho trén do dé di Angela yéu quy khong phdi lo lang cho
con méo cua di ay. Chu — Chin sé khong lam ton thwong con meéo; chu ta
chi don thuan muon choi dua véi n6 thoi, con cai con méo gia ngu ngoc ay
lai c¥ chay trén chit. Thé day, chau biét ma, mot khi méo da chay thi cho
lam sao lai khong dubi theo co chit. Nhw 10i Kipling n6i ddy, néu khong
lam thé thi ché dau phai dich thyc 1a ché. Gia nhw cai con cho6 trang quy s
kia chi dirng lai & mitc san dudi con meo!”

“Dé& cho cay thu hai duwong ctia ba Royal qua,” Emily noi, giong tiéc
nuoi.

“Phai, t0i nghiép that. Di Angela da trong n6 bao nhiéu nam roi.
Nhung c6 sé kiém cho di &y mot cdy mdi. Lic nhin thdy chdu budc trén
duwong trong lic con ché nhady tung twng bén canh nhw thé, tat nhién c6 da
doan ngay rang no la con cho ctia chau. Co da dién bd vay wa thich nhat vi
thue tinh né khién c6 tréng c6 vé xinh dep; va c6 muén chau yéu quy co;
r6i dén khi con quy s d6 vay bun lén hét cd cai vay trong khi chau chang
thot ra mot 101 qud trach hay xin 16i nao, con gian dit lanh 1€o ctia c6 ct thé
ma bung lén thdi. Co cit thé ma phat gian; c6 chang thé kiém ché duogc. Bé
chinh 1a mot trong nhitng thiéu sét vat vanh ctia c6. Nhung néu khong xady
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ra nhitng tinh tiét méi khién sy viéc cang thém tram trong thi thé nao co
cling nhanh chéng quang n6 sang mot bén. Ma trong treong hop nay thi
nhitng tinh tiét mgi khién sy viéc cang thém tram trong ay lai c@ chong lén
hét phut nay sang phit khac. Co da tu thé véi long rang néu chau tham chi
chdng buon c6 gang day do con ché cua chau cuw xit cho phai phép thi co6
cling sé chang nhac nhd chau lam gi. Va chac han chau rat phan no vi co6
than nhién dé mac con cho6 cua c6 tan pha canh hoa violet cia chau va an
mat ban thao cta chau?”

“Pung vay a.”

“Chuyén xdy ra véi xap ban thao dy that té qua. Co 1é c6 chau minh cé
thé tim thdy chidng; n6 chang thé nudt tron xap ban thao dy duwgc, nhung co
doan la n6 da nhai toi ta ra ro6i.”

“Khong sao dau a. Chau con cac ban sao ¢ nha.”

“Va con cac cau hoi caa chau nta! Emily, chau that ngot ngao qua.
Chau c6 ghi lai cac cau tra 10i cua co6 that khong vay?”

“Chuan xac tirng ti* mot a. Chau cling dy dinh sé cho dang ching y
nguyén nhu thé. Ong Towers di dwa cho chau mot danh sach cau héi dé héi
c6, nhung tat nhién chau khong dinh ¢t néi thang toet ra nhw thé. Chau da
dinh sé uyén chuyén cai n6 vao cudc doi thoai khi hai c6 chau néi chuyén.
Nhung ba Royal dén day roi kia.”

Ba Royal dang twoi cudi budc vao. Khuon mat ba thay doi han khi ba
nhin thay cay thu hdi dudng. Nhung c6 Royal nhanh chéng can thiép.

“Di yéu quy, chd khoc 16c hay ngét di nhé — it nhat thi cling doi cho
dén khi di néi cho chau biét & quanh day c6 ai nuéi mot con ché trang 1ong
xu quy st hv hong khong?”
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“Lily Bates,” ba Royal néi trong néi tuyét vong. “Oi, cd ta lai tha rong
con vat dé a? Truwdc khi chau dén, né da khién di kho s& khéng dé dau cho
hét ro6i. Thye tinh né chi 1a mot con ché con to xac va né khong thé cu xw
cho phai phép. Cubi cung, di da phai bao c6 ta néu di con thdy né lang vang
quanh day lan nita l1a di sé danh ba n6 cho xem. Tw lic nghe di no6i thé, co
ta da nhot kin con ché lai. Nhuwng gid thi... 6i chao.”

“Chuyén la thé nay, con ché nay di vao trong nha cung vGi Emily.
Chéu c twdng no6 1a con ché cta co ay. Lich sy vGi khach cling c6 nghia la
lich su véi con cho ctia khach — chang phai c6 mot cau cham ngon 1au doi
nao do dién ta stc tich y nay hay sao? Ngay ltc buéc vao, con ché da ham
h& v6 1ay chau, cit nhin b vay yéu dau nay cta chau la biét. N6 lam 1dm
lem hét cai ghé sofa cua di; n6 xé tan nat canh hoa violet cia Emily; né san
du6i con méo cua di; né hat dé cay thu hai duwong cta di; n6 lam v& binh
hoa cua di; n6 chay di mang theo con ga cua ching ta; 6i chao, than 6i, n6
da 1am thé ddy, di Angela! Ay vdy ma chau, diém tinh va lich sy khong dé
dau cho hét, khong thot ra bat ky 1oi phan doi nao. Chau xin thé 1a cach cw
X cia chau rat phu hgp véi 16i cw x& & Trang Non, c6 phédi vay khong,
Emily?”

“Co6 ma chau tirc gian qua nén chang néi gi dwgc ay chit,” ba Royal
rau 11 ndi, lwdt ngodn tay trén cay thu hai dwong tan nat.

Co Royal ranh manh liéc trom Emily mot cai.

“Chau thay khéng, c6 chang tai nao danh ltra di Angela dugc. Di ay
qua hiéu 6 r6i. Chau phai thi nhan rang chau da khong cw xi& duyén dang
nhu binh thuwong. Nhung, di yéu quy, chau sé kiém cho di mot cai chau hoa
va mot cay thu hai dwong méi; c¥ nghi ma xem, di sé vui vé dén thé nao
trong qua trinh cham bam no6 chit. Sy mong dgi bao gio cling thu vi hon
nhiéu so véi viéc nhan thitc r6.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Di... sé chinh cho Lily Bates mot tran,” ba Royal noi trong luc buéc
ra ngoai tim cai hot rac.

“Nao, co gai yéu quy. Chung ta tan chuyen thoi,” co Royal vira noi
vira ngoi xich lai gan Emily.

Pay chinh la c6 Royal trong thw. Emily nhan ra néi chuyén véi co ay
khong kho chiit nao. Ho tro chuyén vui vé sudt ca tiéng dong ho, va dén khi
két thic cudc noéi chuyén, co Royal dwa ra mot dé nghi khién Emily gan
nhu nghen tho.

“Emily, c6 mudn chau theo c6 quay vé New York vao thang Bay nay.
Tap chi Phu nit dang khuyét mot vi tri; cling chang to tat gi dau. N6i chung
chéau sé lam chan chay vat, va dia moi thit cong viéc quai di sé trat hét 1én
dau chéau; nhung chau sé c6 co hdi lam viéc. Va chau sé & ngay tai tam
diém van dé. Chau biét cach viét; cd6 da nhan ra diéu d6é ngay twr lic doc
Nguwoi phu nit tttng dét mong dira vua. Co quen bién tap vién cua Roche va
co da tim hiéu dwgc chau la ai va chau ¢ dau. Pay mdi la 1y do dich thyc co
vé day mua xuan nay; co muon bat duwgc chau. Chau khong dwoc lang phi
cudc doi ctia minh tai noi nay; nhw thé 1a toi ac. O, tat nhién, c6 biét Trang
Non la m6t noi xinh dep, dang yéu, than thwong; chan chita chat tho va
dam chim trong bau khong khi 1ang man, n6 ding la noi phu hgp nhat danh
cho thoi tho du cia chdu. Nhung chau phai cé co hoi dé trwdng thanh, dé
phat trién va dé dugc la chinh minh. Chau phdi dwgc khuyén khich bdi sy
giao thiép vdi nhitng tri tué vi dai — su trau doi ma chau chi c6 thé nhan
duwgc khi ¢ trong thanh phé 16n. Hay di cung c6. Néu chau di, c6 hiva véi
chéau rang trong vong muwoi nam, Emily Byrd Starr sé tré thanh cai tén dugc
san don gitra cac toa soan bao cua My.”

Emily hoang mang r6i ram ng6i do, qua béi réi va choang vang dén do
chdng tai nao suy nghi mach lac duwgc. Co6 chwa bao giod mo twéng dén
chuyén nay. Cit nhv thé, c6 Royal vira dot nhién dat vao tay cd6 mot chiéc
chia khéa dé m@ canh cira dan tdi thé gidi ctia hét thay moi wdc mao, moi hy
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vong va moi twdng twgng cua cd. Pang sau canh ctra dé 1a tat ca nhitng gi
c6 tirng hy vong vé thanh cong va danh vong. Tuy nhién... tuy nhién... noi
oan gian nhat nhoa ky quai nao kia dang khuay dao tan duwéi day nhitng
cam xudc quay cuong cua c6? Liéu c6 phdi m6t cdm gidc nhoi dau da dugc
khoi day tir suy doan lanh ling cuia c6 Royal rang néu Emily khong di cung
v6i cO ay thi tén tudi c6 vinh vién sé chdng ai biét t6i? Liéu nhitng bac to
tién Murray c6 1at nguwdi trong mo triede 10i thi tham rang mot trong nhitng
hau dué ctia ho chang bao gid c6 thé thanh cong néu khong co6 su ho tro va
“nang d6” cta mot nguoi xa la? Hay thai do cua cd6 Royal cé phai da
nhudém mau ké ca qua dam? Cho du c6 la gi di chang nita thi né cling da
ngan Emily khéi lao minh quy sup xudéng chan c6 Royal, néi theo nghia
bong.

“Qi, c6 Royal, nhu thé thi tuyét qua,” c6 ngap ngiing. “Chau rat mudn
di... nhung chau e la bac Elizabeth sé khong doi nao ung thuan dau a. Bac
ay sé bao la chau con nho tudi qua.”

“Chau da bao nhiéu tudi roi?”
“Muoi bay a.”

“Khi ra di, c6 muoi tam tudi. Co6 khong quen biét bat ky ai & New
York... c6 chi du tién song trong ba thang. Co6 mdi chi 1a mot diva bé non
nét chwa tirng trai sy doi... nhung c6 da thanh cong. Chau sé song cung co.
Co sé cham so6c chau chu dao khong thua kém gi bac Elizabeth. Cit n6i véi
bac ay rang c6 sé trong nom chau y nhuw con ngwoi cia c6 vay. Cé cé mot
can ho nhé dm cing, yéu quy noi chiing ta sé hanh phiic nhw nhitng ba
hoang, cung véi Chu — Chin yéu quy biét 1ay long ngwdi khac. Chau sé yéu
Chu — Chin cho xem, Emily a.”

“Chéu nghi la chau thich mét con méo hon,” Emily qua quyeét.
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“Meéo! Oi, chiing ta khong thé nudi méo trong mot can hd duge. N6 sé
khong du ngoan ngoan tuan theo ky luat. Chau sé phai hy sinh nhitng con
meo cta chau trén ban thd nghé thudt thoi. Co6 dam chac chau sé thich séng
cung co day. Co rat tir t&, hoa nha va dang mén, bat ci khi nao c6 thay
thich; ma nhin chung thi c6 thwong xuyén thich nhw thé; va c6 chwa bao gio
ndi néng. Thinh thodng thai do cua c6 c6 chut bang gia, nhwng, nhw c6 da
néi véi chau ddy, bang sé tan ngay ay ma. Co chiu dung nhitng bat hanh
ctia nguwoi khac bang thai do diém tinh. Va c6 khong bao gio néi vdi bat ky
ai rdng ho bi cam lanh r6i, hay trong ho mét moi qua. O, co that sy 1a mot
ngwoi & chung nha dang mén day.”

“Chau dam chac nhu vay a,” Emily mim cuwdi noi.

“Tw tredc tGi nay, co chuwa tirng gap c6 gai nao khién c6 muon dugc
cung chung song,” c6 Royal néi. “Chau téa sang theo mot cach nao do,
Emily a. Chdu mang anh sang chiéu roi nhitng noi u &m va nhudém do
nhitng chon xam xit. Nao, hdy quyét dinh di cung c6 nhé.”

“Chinh bac Elizabeth mdi la ngudi ra quyét dinh day a,” Emily rau ri
néi. “Néu bac dy bdo chau co6 thé thi chau sé...”

Emily chot nhan ra minh da dot ngot ngung 10i.

“Ctr thé di,” c6 Royal han hoan két thiic hd cau n6i dé dang. “Béc
Elizabeth thé nao ciing sé tat qua choi. Co sé dén noi chuyén véi bac ay.
To6i thit Sau tdi, co sé vé Trang Non cung chau. Chau phai c6 co hoi.”

“Chau khong biét caAm on c6 thé nao cho du, c6 Royal a, vay nén chau
sé khong thtr lam thé. Nhung gid chau phai di th6i. Chau sé suy nghi ky
cang vé van dé nay... hién gid chau dang choang vang qua nén chang suy
nghi gi dugc. Co6 khong biét chuyén nay c6 y nghia nhw thé nao vdi chau
dau a.”
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“Co 1€ 1a co biét ddy,” c6 Royal diu dang néi. “Co tirng la mot thiéu
nit @ Shrewsbury, héo hon mon moi vi khong c6 co hoi nao.”

“Nhung chinh c6 da tao co hgi cho minh... va da thanh cong,” Emily
ndi, giong nhuém mau khao khat.

“Phai... nhung c6 da phai ra di thi mdi lam dwgc nhw thé. Cé 1€ néu c
& noi nay thi cd sé chang bao gio dat dugc thanh cong. Va ban dau, chang
dwong phan dau gian nan khung khiép. N6 da chiém mat thoi thanh xuén
ctia c6. Co6 mudn gidm b6t cho chau mot s6 kho khan va nhitng lic nan
long thoi chi. Chéau sé tién xa hon rat nhiéu so vdi nhitng gi chau da lam
duwgc; chau c6 kha nang sang tao. co chi c6 thé xay dung dwa trén nhitng
chat liéu do ngudi khac tao ra. Nhung nhitng nguwdi xay dung nhuw bon c6
cling ¢6 noi c6 chon cia minh; néu khong lam dwoc gi thi bon ¢6 cling c6
thé dung nén nhitng dén tho danh cho céac vi than ctia minh. Hay di véi ¢,
c6 gai Emily yéu dau, c6 sé lam tat cd nhitng gi c6 thé dé gitp dd chau
bang moi cach.”

“Cam on c6... cam on ¢6,” 1a tat cd nhitng gi Emily c6 thé néi. Doi
mat c6 ngan ngan nhitng giot nwéc mat biét on trwdc 10i dé nghi trao tang
long cam thong va sy gitp do hao phéng nay. Tw bé dén gio, c6 khong may
khi nhan dwgc sy cam thong hay dong vién. Hanh dong nay da khién c6
xtic dong sau sac. Co ra vé, long tham nhu c6 phai xoay chiéc chia khoa,
mé& canh ctra than ky dan dén mot thé gigi gio day duong nhuw dang chat
chita toan b vé dep va sw quyén rii cia cudc song... mién la ba Elizabeth
dong y cho co di.

“Minh khong thé lam thé néu bac ay khong tan thanh,” Emily dwa ra
quyét dinh.

Ntta duong tré vé nha, co dot nhién ngirng phat lai va cwoi pha 1én.
R6t cudc, c6 Royal da quén mat, khong cho c6 xem Chu — Chin cta c6 ay.
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“Nhung cling chang sao,” c6 nghi, “bdi vi triedc hét, minh khong thé
tin dwgc la sau chuyén nay, minh lai cé thé cé bat ky mdi quan tam thyc
long nao doi véi giong ch6 su. Hon nita, néu dugce di cung c6 Royal téi
New York, minh sé thuvong xuyén duwgc nhin thay cha ta thoi.”
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EMILY TREN DAI CAU VONG

Lucy Maud Montgomery
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Chwong 24: Thung Liing Ao Méng

Liéu c6 co tdi New York cung c6 Royal khong? Pay chinh la cau hoi
ma bay gio Emily phai dwa ra cau tra 10i. Hay noi dang hon, cau hoi ma ba
Elizabeth phai dwa ra cau tra lgi. Vi, nhv Emily cdm nhan dugc, hét thay
moi van dé déu phu thudc vao cau tra 16i cia ba Elizabeth. Va c6 khong
that long hy vong ba Elizabeth sé cho phép co di. Emily c6 thé khat khao
mo wéc dén nhitng dong c6 xa xam thu vi xanh twoi mon mén ma cd Royal
da vé nén, nhung co cling kha chac chan rang c6 chang bao gid c6 thé
nham nhap c6 trén dé duwgc. Long kiéu hanh — va ca dinh kién — cta nha
Murray sé 1a mot rao chan khéng thé vugt qua.

Emily khéng néi gi vGi ba Ruth vé dé nghi cia c6 Royal. Ba Elizabeth
c6 quyén dugce la ngwoi dau tién nghe tin nay. Co gitt kin bi mat sang chéi
nay cho t6i tan ky nghi cudi tuan, khi c6 Royal t6i Trang Non, rat lich thiép
vui vé, va chi phang phat chut xiu xiu vé ké ca, dé dé nghi ba Elizabeth cho
phép Emily di cung co.

Ba Elizabeth im ldang lang nghe — s im lang phan doi, theo nhw cam
nhan cua Emily.

“Phu nit nha Murray khéng bao gid phai lam lung kiém song,” ba lanh
lung noi.

“Cong viéc nay khong han la ‘lam lung’ nhw ba néi dau, ba Murray
yéu quy,” c6 Royal néi, vdi thai do kién nhan day lich s ma at han nguwaoi
ta van diing véi mot quy ba mang theo cach nhin cia thé hé di truge. “O
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khap moi noi, hang nghin phu nit van dang buwdc vao doi song nghé nghiép
va €O cong an viéc lam.”

“Co 1é ho sé chang gdp phai van dé gi néu ho khong xay dung gia
dinh,” ba Elizabeth noi.

Co Royal hoi dé mat. Co biét rd trong cong dong H6 Blair va
Shrewsbury, c6 van bi coi la ba c6 gia, va bdi vay la mot nguwoi that bai, bat
ké thu nhap ctia c6 la bao nhiéu va c6 c6 vi tri nhw thé nao & New York.
Nhung ¢6 c6 gang gilt binh tinh va thir tan cong theo cach khac.

“Emily c6 nang khiéu viét lach dac biét,” c6 néi. “Chau cho la néu
duwgc trao co hoi, co bé cé thé lam dugc diéu gi do thuce sy dang gia. Co bé
phadi dugc trao cho co hoi, ba Murray a. Ba biét 10 rang & day, sé chang c6
bat ky co hdi nao cho kiéu cong viéc nhw thé.”

“Nam ngoai, Emily da kiém dwogc chin mwoi do la bang ngoi but caa
minh,” ba Elizabeth néi.

“Lay troi giir cho toi dwgc kién nhan!” c6 Royal nghi. C6 Royal ndi,
“Vang, va muoi nam nita, c6 ay c6 thé kiém dwogc vai tram do, nhung
nguoc lai, néu c6 ay di cung chau, trong vong mudi nam nita, thu nhap cua
c6 ay c6 thé 1én dén hang bao nhiéu nghin do la.”

“Ta phai suy nghi can than da,” ba Elizabeth noi.

Emily khong ngo ba Elizabeth lai bang long suy nghi can than van dée
nay. Co nhitng twdng sé phai nhan sy tr choi diet khoat.

“Bac ay sé thay doi y kién cho xem,” c6 Royal thi tham trén dwong ra
ve. “Roi c6 sé c6 dugc chau, Emily Bryd Starr yéu dau a. Co hiéu qua ro
nhitng 6ng ba gia Murray ay. Ho luén ludn biét cach nam bat co hoi. Bac
chau sé cho chau di thoi.”
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“Chéau e la khong dau a,” Emily rau ri noi.
Khi ¢6 Royal da vé, ba Elizabeth nhin Emily.
“Chéau c6 muon di khong, Emily?”

“Co a... chau nghi vay... néu bac bang long,” Emily ngap ngung. Co6
trang béch nhw t¢ gidy... co6 khéng nai ni cling chang ngon ngot do danh.
Nhung c6 khong hy vong gi... khong mot chut nao.

Ba Elizabeth mat mét tuan suy nghi ki cang moi chuyén. Ba goi ba
Ruth, 6ng Wallace va 6ng Oliver dén ho trg. Ba Ruth néi bang giong ngo
v,

“To6i ngo la chung ta phéi dé con bé di thoi. Pay la co hoi tuyét voi doi
vOi no. Cling dau phai con bé di mot minh... toi sé khong doi nao tan thanh
chuyén do. Janet sé cham soc con bé.”

“Con bé con qua nho... con bé con qua nho,” ong Oliver noi.

“Co vé nhu day la mot co hoi tot danh cho con bé... nghe né6i Janet
Royal xoay x& tot 1am,” 6ng Wallace néi.

Ba Elizabeth tham chi con viét thw cho ba c6 Nancy. Cau tra 16i quay
trd vé trong dong chit viét tay run run cta ba cu:

“Co 1é cac co6 cdu nén dé Emily tv minh quyét dinh,” cu Nancy dé
Xuat.

Ba Elizabeth gap bic thw ctia ba ¢6 Nancy lai va goi Emily vao phong
khach.

“Néu muodn, chau cé thé di véi c6 Royal,” ba noi. “Ta cam thay néu ta
can tréd chau thi that khong phai. Ching ta sé nhd chau... ching ta van
muon chau & canh ching ta thém vai nam nita. Ta chang biét gi vé New
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York. Ta nghe néi d6 la mot thanh pho t6i 16i. Nhung chau da dwgc nudi
day t t€. Ta sé trao quyén quyét dinh cho chau. Laura, c6 khoc 16c cai gi
vay ha?”

Emily c6 cdm gidc chinh minh ciling sap 0a khéc dén noi. Ngac nhién
thay, cdm gidc ma c6 cam thdy lai khong phai la sy nhe nhom hay vui vé.
Khat khao nhitng bai c6 bi cdm doan la mét chuyén. Nhung duong nhuw khi
hang rao chan da bi ha xuoéng va ban dwgc thong bao ct tuy y ma buéc vao
thi lai la chuyén khac.

Emily khong 1ap titc lao vé phong dé viét mot birc thu tran ngap niém
vui suwéng cho co Royal — luc nay dang di tham hoi ban be & Charlottetown.
Thay vao do, c6 budc ra ngoai vieon suy nghi rat lung — suét ca chiéu hom
dé6 va ca ngay Chua nhat. Tron ky nghi cudi tuan & Shrewsbury, c6 luén tram
ngam lang 18, y thi¢c rat ro ba Ruth dang gat gao quan sat c6. Vi ly do nao
dé, ba Ruth khéng thdo luan van dé nay cung co6. C6 1é ba dang nghi dén
Andrew. Hodc c6 1€ gia dinh Murray da dat dwgc mot sy thau hiéu chung
rang phdi lam sao dé quyét dinh ciia Emily hoan toan khong phai chiu bat
ky tac dong tir bén ngoai nao.

Emily khong hiéu tai sao c0 lai khong viét thu cho c6 Royal ngay lap
tirc. Tat nhién co sé di. Chang phai cé hoa ngoc nghéch hét thuoc chita thi
m&i khong di hay sao? Co sé khong bao gio con c6 co hdi nhe thé nita. P6
la mot co hoi choi 1oa dén thé... moi thit déu trd nén dé dang... Buong Alps
chi con la mot con déc bang phang hoi thoai thodai; thanh céng chac chan,
choi 16a va nhanh chéng. Vay thi, tai sao co lai c phai lién tuc ty nhu vGi
minh hét thay nhitng diéu nay; tai sao c0 lai dinh dén xin loi khuyén cta
thay Carpenter vao cudi tuan sau d6? Va thay Carpenter cling chang gitp
dwgc gi nhiéu nhan. Thay bi thap khép va quau quo.

“Pirng c6 noi vdi ta la 1t méo lai dang di san day nhé,” thay rén ri.
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“Khong dau a. Lan nay con khong mang ban thdo nao dén hét,” Emily
néi kem nu cuwdi yéu 6t. “Con dén xin 10i khuyén vé mot van dé khac.”

CO no6i vGi thay vé tinh trang boi réi cta co.
“Pay la mét co hoi tuyét voi,” co két luan.

“Tat nhién day la mot co hoi tuyét voi... di di roi bién chat thanh dan
My,” thay Carpenter gam gu.

“Con sé khong bi bién chat thanh nguwoi My,” Emily phan n6 dap lai.
“Co Royal da & New York hai muwoi nam r6i, thé nhung c6 ay c6 bi bién
chat thanh nguwoi My dau.”

“Co ay khong bi ha? Ta khong néi bién chat thanh dan My theo céi y
ma tro hiéu,” thay Carpenter phan bac. “Ta khong nhac dén nhitng dita con
gai ngu ngoc khan géi dén ‘Hop ching quoc’ dé lam viéc roi sau thang sau
quay trd lai cung chat giong du khién cho nguwoi ta bong rdp ca da. Janet
Royal da bién chat thanh nguwdi MV r6i; quan diém, than thai va phong cach
ctia cd ay déu dam chat My. Va ta khong chi trich gi chuyén dé hét; tat ca
nhitng diéu dé déu 6n ca. Nhung... co6 ay khong con la nguwdi Canada nita;
trong khi d6 lai la diéu ta mong muén & tro — vinh vién la mét ngudoi
Canada thuan chat, lam dwgc gi d6 cho nén van hoc cia T6 quoc tro, gin
gilr chat giong va hvong vi Canada cua tro. Nhung tat nhién néu thé thi sé
khong c6 nhiéu do la cho lam.”

“O day thi ching c6 co hoi dé 1am bat ky diéu gi hét,” Emily tranh
luan.

“Khong cé... khong nhiéu hon nhitng co hdi c6 dugc & ngdi nha
Haworth[1],” thay Carpenter gam gur.

[1] Noi sinh s6ng cta ba chi em nha Bronte, ciing la noi cac ba sang
tac nhitng tdc pham noi tiéng trén toan thé gidi nhw Poi gié hd, Jane Eyre.
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“Con khong phai mot Charlotte Bronte,” Emily phan bac. “Ba ay la
thién tai... thién tai c6 thé mot minh van ditng vitng. Con chi c6 chiit nang
khiéu... nang khiéu can dwoc gidp da... va... va... dan dat.”

“Tém lai la 16i kéo,” thay Carpenter noi.
“Vay theo y thay con khong nén di,” Emily lo lang néi.

“Néu tro muodn thi c di di. Pé dat dwgc sy noi tiéng nhanh chéng thi
tat ca chung ta déu phai ha minh doi chut. Oi chao, di di... di di... ta dang
bdo tro thé ddy. Ta da qua gia dé ma tranh luan r6i; ¢ binh an ma di di thoi.
Tro ma khong di thi ding la ké ngdc... chi c6 diéu... ké ngoc thinh thodng
cling thanh céng day. C6 mot Thwong dé dac biét danh cho ho, chac chan
r6i.”

Emily roi khéi ng6i nha nhé gitta thung liing 1ong chdo dé, doi mat c6
phan t6i hon binh thwong. Trén duong lén doi, co gap Gia Kelly va 6ng ben

dirng con ngwa map map cung c6 xe mau do lai roi vay tay ra hiéu vai co.

“Co0 gai yéu quy, c6 mot it bac ha cho chau nay. Ma nay, chang phai da
dén ldc... 0... nay, chau biét day...” Gia Kelly nhay mat véi co.

“Qi, chau s&p thanh ba cb gia roi, gia Kelly a,” Emily mim cuoi.

Gia Kelly lac dau tim day cwong lai.

“Chac chan chau sé chang bao gid gap chuyén gi kiéu thé dau. Chau la
mot trong nhitng con dan ma Chua that tdm yéu quy; chi c6 diéu gio ding

c6 tom ldy mot trong nhitng ngwdi nha Praste nhé; dirng bao gio tom mot
nguwoi nha Praste, co gai yeu quy.”

“Gia Kelly,” Emily bat chgt néi, “chau da dugc dé nghi trao cho mot
co hoi tuyét voi... t6i New York va tr@ thanh nhan vién cia mot toa bao.
Chau khong thé quyét dinh dwgc. Gia nghi chau nén lam gi thi hon?”
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Lic néi chuyén nay, c6 da nghi dén noi kinh hoang cta bac Elizabeth
tredc cai y twdng mot nguwdi nha Murray di xin y kién Gia Jock Kelly. Ngay
cd co cling c6 phan xau ho trwedc hanh dong nay.

Gia Kelly lai lac dau.
“Canh con trai quanh day thi nghi gi ch¥? Nhung ba gia ay néi gi?”
“Bac Elizabeth bao chau c6 thé lam gi tuy y.”

“Vay thi chac la ching ta c@ dé chuyén nhw thé théi,” Gia Kelly noi,
r6i danh xe di ma khong budng thém mot 16i nao nita. RO rang Gia Kelly
chang giudp ich duoc gi.

“Tai sao minh lai mudn ngwoi khac gitp chit?” Emily tuyét vong nghi.
“Minh lam sao ma lai khéng thé tw quyét dinh dwgc? Tai sao minh lai
khong thé noi la minh sé di. C6 vé nhw lic nay day minh khong trong tam
trang mu6n di; minh chi cdm thay minh nén di thoi.”

Co udc gi cha Dean dang ¢ nha. Nhung chu Dean da khong quay lai
day tw khi vé Los Angeles h6i mua dong. Va chang hiéu sao c6 lai khong
thé thdo luan van dé nay cung Teddy. Chang cé chuyén gi phat sinh ttr thoi
khac diéu ky trong ngoi nha cii ctia 6ng John; chi ngoai trir viéc mot bau
khong khi guwgng gao nao dé gan nhu da hiy hoai méi quan hé ban bé xwa
gitta ho. Doi vdi ngudi ngoai, hai nguwdi van la ban be than thiét nhw tir xuwa
dén gio, nhung mot diéu gi dé6 da mat... va dwong nhw chang c6 gi ¢ diung
vi tri cia n6 ca. Co sé khong thtra nhan véi chinh minh rang c6 sg khong
ddm héi Teddy. Néu cau bao c6 ct di di thi sao? D6 sé la ndi dau thwong
khong thé nao chiu dwng ndi... béi vi diéu do sé chitng té cau chang thém
quan tam dén chuyén c6 di hay 6. Nhung Emily sé khong hoi cau dau.

“Tat nhién minh sé di,” c6 ndi to 1én v4i chinh minh. C6 1& nhitng 10i
néi dugc thot 1én thanh tiéng sé gidi quyét moi chuyén dau ra ddy. “Néu
khong di thi nam sau minh biét lam gi chit? Bac Elizabeth chac chan sé
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chdng bao gid cho phép minh mot minh di bat c dau. Ilse sé di xa... ca
Perry ntta... va c6 1é Teddy ciing thé. Cau ay noi cau ay budc phai di lam gi
do6 dé kiém tién trang trai chi phi hoc my thuat. Minh phai di.”

Co0 ndi kién quyét, nhu thé dang tranh cai vdi mot doi tha vo hinh nao
d6. Sam t6i khi c6 vé dén nha, khong c6 ai ¢ dé, va co c di di lai lai khong
gnitng khap quanh nha. Nhitng can phong lau doi md&i quyén rii, duong
hoang va dep dé lam sao chi, vGi nao nén, nao ghé tya lwng hinh thang,
nao tham bén! Can phong nhé bé ctia c6 mdi than thwong mai goi xiét bao,
vdi gidy dan hinh thoi, véi thién than bao hd, vGi cai 1o bau binh mau den
in hinh hoa hong cting tdm kinh ctta s6 ky cuc 1ap di! Can ho ctia c6 Royal
liéu cé tuyét voi bang mot nira thé nay khong?”

“Tat nhién minh sé di,” c¢6 nhac lai l1an nita; cAm giac nhw thé chi can
bd qua tir “tat nhién” ay thi han moi chuyén da dugc dinh doat roi.

CO budc vao vuon, dam chim trong vé dep lanh nhat, thd o cia dém
trang dau xuan, va di di lai lai trén nhitng 16i di trong vuon. T xa xdm,
vang dén tiéng coi tau Shrewsbury — y hét tiéng goi tir thé gidi day mé hoac
dang sau n6; mot thé gigi tran ngap thu vi, quyén rii va kich tinh. C6 dirng
lai bén chiéc dong hoé mat trdi cli ky pha 16p dia y va lan ddu theo cau néi
chay doc theo vanh dong ho, “Cir thé thdi gian tréi”. Thoi gian ¢ thé tr6i -
gap gap, khong chut Iwu tinh, ngay ca & Trang Non, von khong thé bi hw
hai bai bat ky sw voi va hay héi thic nao cua thdoi hién dai. Lé nao c¢6 khong
nén thuan theo dong chdy? Nhitng bong hoa loa kén thang Sau trang muot
rung rinh trong gié nhe; c6 hau nhv cé thé nhin thdy Ba Gidé — ngudi ban
lau nam — dang cui rap trén khém hoa dé xoay nghiéng nhitng cai cam min
mang cda ching. Liéu Ba Gi6 c6 dén gap c6 gitta phé phwong dong dic noi
thanh ph6? Liéu & dé c6 c6 dugc gidng nhu con méo cua Kipling?

“Va chang biét liéu & New York, c6 bao gid minh gip anh chép
khong,” co bang khuang nghi.
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Khu vuon 1au nam ma 6ng Jimmy yéu quy nay mdi dep dé lam sao!
Trang trai Trang Non lau doi mai dep dé lam sao! Vé dep cuia né co6 mot nét
lang man tinh t€ chi thudc riéng minh né. Sy mé hodc toat 1én tiv duwong
cong cua con duong dé tham wét dam swong phia xa kia; sy quyén ri
thiéng liéng xa cach & Ba Nang Cong Chua; sy huyén diéu trong vuon cay
an qud; nét ma mi day kich thich phang phat trong rirng linh sam. Lam sao
co c6 thé roi bo ng6i nah c6 da bao boc yéu thuwong c6 nay; dirng bao gio
néi véi toi rang nhitng ngoi nha khong biét yéu thwong! — nhitng ng6i mo
ctia cac bac t6 tién bén ho Blair, nhitng canh dong ménh mong va nhitng
khu rirng ma am noi gidc mo thoi tho au cta c6 da ting dwgc mo? Dot
nhién, c6 biét c6 khéng thé roi bé ching dwoc, c6 biét c6 khong bao gio
that long muon rdi bd ching. D6 chinh 1a 1y do khién cd tuyét vong di khap
noi hoéi xin 10i khuyén tr nhitng ngudi hoan toan ngoai cudc. Thuc ra co
van hy vong ho sé bao c6 dirng di. Chinh vi vdy c6 méi mong maéi manh
liét dén thé rang chd Dean dang ¢ nha — chac chan 6ng sé bao c6 dirng di.

“Minh thudc vé Trang Non; minh & gitta nhitng ngwdi than thich cda
minh,” co noi.

Khéng cé gi dé nghi ngd vé quyét dinh nay; co khong mudén bat ky ai
giup cO dua ra quyét dinh. Mot cdm gidc man nguyén sau sac tir tan day
long xam chiém khap ngudi khi c6 budc di, tién vao ng6i nha cii gio khong
con nhin ¢6 bang anh mat trdch méc nita.Co tim thay ba Elizabeth, ba
Laura va 6ng Jimmy dang ngo6i trong can bép tran ngdp anh nén diéu ky.

“Chau sé khong tdi New York, bac Elizabeth a,” co néi. “Chau sé ¢ lai
Trang Non cung cac bac.”

Ba Laura kh& bat ra mot tiéng kéu vui mirng. Ong Jimmy néi, “Hu
ra!” Ba Elizabeth dan n6t mot vong tat nhwng van chang néi gi ca. Roi...

“Ta nghT mot nguwdi nha Murray sé lam thé,” ba néi.
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To6i thit Hai, Emily thang tién dén Ashburn. Co Royal da tré lai va don
chao c6 bang thai do am ap.

“Co hy vong chau dén dé noi véi co rang ba Murray da quyét dinh té
ra la nguoi hiéu ly 1€ va dé chau di cung c6, chau yéu.”

“Bac dy bao chau c6 thé ty minh quyét dinh.”
Co6 Royal vo0 tay.
“Qi, tuyét, tuyét! Vay la chuyén da xong xudi roi.”

Emily tai nhgt, nhwng d6i mat c6 den tham lai véi sy thiét tha va cam
xtc dén nén.
“Vang, chuyén da xong xubi roi... chdu sé khong di dau a,” c6 noi.

“Chéau cam on c6 that long, c6 Royal a, nhung chau khong thé di duoc.”

C0 Royal cham cham nhin c0; thoang y thitc dugc rang c6 nai ni hay
tranh ludn cling chang ich gi; nhung r6i ngay lic dé lai bat dau nai ni va
tranh luan.

“Emily... chdu khéng n6i nghiém tic day chit? Sao chau khong thé di
dugc?”

“Chéau khong thé roi bé Trang Non; chau yéu né qud; n6 c6é y nghia
qua 16n lao d6i v6i chau.”

“Co twong chau mudn di cung c6 chi, Emily.” C6 Royal oan trach noi.

“Chau mudn. Va mot phan trong chau van muén. Nhung mot phan
khéac trong chau lai khién chau khong di dugc. Xin c6 dirng cho rang chau
la ké ngu ngoc hay v6 on, c6 Royal.”
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“Tét nhién c6 khong nghi chau la ké vo on,” c6 Royal néi, bat luc,
“nhung c6 co... phdi, cd6 cé nghi rang chau la ké ngu ngdc khing khiép.
Chau ct¢ thé ném bé co hdi vaon dén mot sy nghiép. O day, chau liéu c6
bao gi¢ lam duwogc diéu gi dang gia khong? Chau khong y thitc dwgc con
duong ctia chau sé gian nan dén thé nao dau. O day chau khong thé lay
duwgc chat liéu... khong c6 méi treong... khong...”

“Chdu sé tao ra méi truong riéng cia minh,” Emily n6i, hoi mat binh
tinh. Xét cho cung, c6 nghi, quan diém cta co6 Royal ciing giéng y nhu cta
ba Alec Sawyer, va thai do ctia c6 thyc sy mang vé ké cd. “Con vé phan
chat liéu... ngwoi dan song & day ciing giong y hét ngwoi dan & bat ky noi
nao khéc; cling dau kho, sung swéng, lam 16i va khat khao ding y nhw
nhitng nguwoi dan New York.”

“Chau thi biét gi vé diéu dé chi,” c6 Royal ndi, c6 phan dan doi.
“Chau sé chang bao gid viét dugc bat cit thit gi thue sy dang gia khi ¢ day...
khong tht gi 16n lao. Khong c6 cam hitng... chau sé gdp trd ngai trén moi
phuwong dién; cac toa soan 16n sé chang buon liéc mat qua cai dong dia chi
dao Hoang tr Edward trén ban thdo cua chau. Emily, chau dang tu tr trén
phuwong dién van chuwong day. R6i chau sé nhan ra diéu dé ltic ba gio sang
gifta mot dém trdng nao d6, Emily Byrd Starr a. O, va hin 13 sau vai ndm
nita, chau sé kiém duwgc khach hang twr 16p gido ly va x& ly cac gidy to nong
nghiép. Nhung chiu sé théa man véi chuyén dé chit? Chau biét thira la
khong. Va roi, sw ghen ti tam thuwong ctia nhitng chon bé nhé dng eo nhw
thé nay nita; néu chau lam duwgc bat ct diéu gi ma dam ban hoc ctia chau
khong thé lam duogc thi r6i trong s6 ban bé chéu, sé c6 nguwdi khéng doi nao
tha thit cho chau. Va tat ca bon ho sé cho rang chau chinh la ni* nhan vat
chinh trong tat cd cac cau chuyén chau sang tac; nhat la khi chau miéu ta
nhan vat do6 la nguwdi xinh dep va quyén rii. Néu chau viét mot cau chuyén
tinh, ho sé doan chac dé la cau chuyén cia chau. Chau sé mét méi vi H6
Blair; chau sé hiéu hét ngudi dan song & d6 — ho la nguwdi nhu thé nao, ho
c6 thé tré thanh nguwdi nhw thé nao; sé chang khac gi cdm gidc doc mot
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cuén sach lan tht hai mwoi roi. O, ‘trong bung me’, nhw cach c6 titng noéi
h6i 1én tdm, v&i mot ngwdi ban choi cung méi sau tudi. Chau sé nan chi; roi
dan dan cai thoi khac ba gio sé nhan chim chau; céi thoi khac ba gio hang
dém, hay nhd nhé; chau sé tr bo; chau sé cudi cai nguwoi anh ho cua
chau...”

“Khong bao gio.”
“Cha, hoac ai d6 giong nhu cau ta, vay day, roi thi ‘an phan’...”

“Khong, chau sé khéng bao gio ‘an phan’,” Emily qua quyét noi.
“Khong bao gio chitng nao chau con song... thé thi té nhat dén mitc nao
chu!”

(13

... va chéau sé c6 mot phong khach giong nhw phong khach cta di
Angela,” c6 Royal néi ti€p khong chat lwu tinh. “Mot bé 10 swdi ken day
anh; mot cai gia vé véi bitc anh ‘phéng dai’ 1ong trong cai khung rong hai
muoi xang ti mét; mot album boc vai nhung do trén c6 tdm khan 16t dan
bang kim maéc; mot cai chan ky di trén chiéc giwong trong phong danh cho
khach; mot co hiéu vé tay trong hanh lang; va, nhw mot chi tiét thanh lich
cudi cung, mot khom tric thién mén sé ‘mang vé yéu kiéu dén gitta chiéc
ban tai phong an’ ctia chau.”

“Khong dau,” Emily nghiém trang noi, “nhitng tht nhw thé khong
thudc vé truyén thong nha Murray.”

“Cha, vay thi la nhitng th cling c6 tac dong twrong dwong vé mat tinh
than. O, c6 c6 thé nhin thdy ca cudc doi chau. Emily, tai mot noi nhw thé
nay, noi ngwoi ta chang thé nhin xa qua miii minh mét dam.”

“Chau c6 thé nhin xa hon thé,” Emily néi, héch cam 1én. “Chau c6 thé
nhin t&i nhitng vi sao.”

“Co dang dung cach néi an duy, chau yéu a.”
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“Chau ciing thé. Oi, c6 Royal, chau biét cudc séng noi nay cé phan ti
tung trén mot s6 phwong dién; nhung bau trdi chang thudc vé chau nhiéu
hon mtc n6 thudc vé bat ky ai khac. Chau cé thé khong thanh cong ¢ day;
nhung, néu vay, chau cling sé chang thanh céng & New York. Néu roi bo
manh dat chau yéu thwong, m6t sudi nguon sy song nao do sé can kho
trong tam hon chau. Chau biét & noi nay, chau sé gap nhiéu khé khan va
nan long, nhung ngudi ta da viegt qua nhitng khé khan con té hai hon gap
nhiéu lan. C6 biét cau chuyén chéau ké cho c6 vé 6ng Parkman ro6i day; hang
bao nhiéu nam trgi, ong ay chang thé viét duwgc lién tuc qua nam phit; 6ng
dy da mat tdn ba nam dé hoan thanh mot trong nhitng cudn sach cia ong
dy; moOi ngay sau dong trong suét ba nam. Chau sé luén nhé dén cau
chuyén dé moi khi chau nan long thoi chi. N6 sé gitp chau trai qua nhitng
dém trang, bat ké la bao nhiéu dém di chang nita.”

“Cha,” — ¢6 Royal vung hai ban tay ra — “co dau hang. C6 cho rang
chau dang pham phai mot sai 1am khing khiép, Emily a; nhung néu sau nay
co phat hién ra c6 da sai, c6 sé viét thw thira nhan diéu d6. Va néu chau
phat hién ra chau da sai, hay viét thw cho c6 thtra nhan diéu d6 nhé, va chau
sé thdy rang c6 ludn san sang giup do chau nhu tir trude dén gio van thé.
Tham chi, c6 sé khong néi, ‘C6 da bao ma.” Hay gwi cho c6 bat ky truyén
nao caa chau phu hgp véi to tap chi cta c6 nhé, va hdy nho c6 cho y kién
trong bat ¢t truong hgp nao ¢o6 co6 thé. Ngay mai c6 sé quay vé New York
ngay. C6 dinh doi dén thang Bay chi cot dé dwa chéau theo cung. Vi chau
khong di nén c6 quay vé théi. C6 khong thich séng tai mot noi ma tat ca
nhitng gi ngwdi ta nghi chi la c6 dang choi van bai do va thua trong tro choi
hén nhén; noi toan bd canh con gai — chi trtv chau — déu to thai do ton kinh
dén mic dang ghé tdm doi véi co; va la noi nhitng ngudi 16n tudi khong
ngtrng nhac di nhac lai trong c6 giong me c6 dén mitc nao. Me c6 von xdu
xi. Hay chao tam biét that nhanh nao.”

“Co Royal,” Emily tha thiét ndi, “co tin rang — diing vay phai khoéng a
- rang chéu rat cam kich tredc tdm long ctia c6 chit? Sy cam thong va dong
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vién cta c6 c6 y nghia rat 16n doi véi chau... sé luén ludn cé y nghia doi
v&i chau hon nhiéu so véi twéng twong cia co.”

Co Royal len 1én quét khan tay lwét qua d6i mat va cti chao duyén
dang.

“Cam on chau vi nhitng 10i néi ti té do, tiéu thw a,” c6 ndi nghiém
trang.

Ro6i 6 bat cudi khe khé, dat hai tay 1én vai Emily vao hon 1én ma co.

“Chuc chau luon nhan dwge moi 10i chic t6t lanh nhét titng dugc nghi
dén, duwgc noi hay dwgce viét ra trén doi,” c6 noi. “Va co6 cho la sé... dé chiu
lam... néu c6 bat ky noi nao lai c6 thé c6 y nghia doi vGi c6 giong nhu y
nghia hién nhién caa Trang Non do6i vGi chau.”

Ba gio dém hom do, du thao thitc nhwng rat man nguyén, Emily nhé
lai rang c6 van chwa tirng dwgc gap Chu-Chin.
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EMILY TREN DAI CAU VONG

Lucy Maud Montgomery
www.dtv-ebook.com

Chuong 25: Tinh Yéu Thang Tw
“10 thang Sau, 19...
“T6i hom qua Andrew Oliver Murray da cau hén Emily Byrd Starr.
“Nghe néi Emily Byrd Starr da bao cau ta rang c6 khong dong y.

“T6i ldy lam mirng vi moi chuyén da qua. Thinh thoang, t6i van cé
cam giac n6 sap xay ra roi. Moi buoi t6i Andrew c6 mat & day, t6i déu cam
thay anh ta dang c6 gang lai cudc ndi chuyén dén mot chu dé nghiém tic
nao do, nhung t6i chwa bao gid cam thdy minh c6 thé déi pho duwgc véi
cudc thao luan, va luén tim cach danh lac hwéng anh ta bang nhitng chuyén
tam phao.

“T6i hom qua, t6i téi Mién Chinh Trwc cho mot trong nhitng chuyén
dao choi cudi cung cua toi tai noi nay. T6i leo 1én doi linh sam va dwa mat
nhin bao quat khap canh dong swong mu lap lanh sac bac dwéi anh trang.
Nhitng bong duwong xi va bong cé ngot hoang da doc bia rirng trong khong
khac gi bay yéu tinh dang nhdy mia. Va phia bén kia cang bién, dwéi anh
trang sang, la bau troi dé tia &nh mau ho phach cta budi hoang hon. Nhung
dang sau lung t6i la bong t6i; mot bong t6i tham dwom mui nhyra linh sam
khién cho n6 khong khac gi mot can phong ngat hwong gitip ngudi ta c6 thé
mo nhitng gidc mg va nhin thdy nhitng do anh. Bao gig cling vay, moi khi
bwéc vao Mién Chinh Tryc, toi luén dé lai phia sau virong quoc cta anh
sang ban ngay va cua nhitng thit da quen thuéc dé dén vGi virong quéc cua
béng toi, cua bi an va sy mé hodc, noi bat ky chuyén gi cling cé thé xdy ra;
noi bat ky diéu gi cfing c6 thé bién thanh sy thye. O noi nay, toi c6 thé tin
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bat ky thit gi — nhitng than thoai c6 xwa, truyén thuyét, tién rirng, than dong
ang, yéu tinh. Mot trong nhitng thoi khac diéu ky nhat trong cudc doi da
xdy dén vai toi; duong nhw t6i da thoat khoi than xac cia minh va dugc ty
do; t6i dam chac minh da nghe thay tiéng vong cua ‘101 n6i ngau nhién’ doé
cta cac vi than; va toi muon mot thit ngon ngit chwa tirng duwgc sit dung nao
do6 dé dien ta nhirng gi t6i nhin thdy va cam nhan.

“Roi Andrew buéc vao, banh bao, citng nhac va lich su.

“Nhitng vi than déong ang; nhitng nang tién, nhitng giday phut diéu ky,
nhitng 16i ndi ngau nhién tan loan chay trén mat. Gid chang con can dén
thtr ngon nglt mdi nao nira.

“ ‘Dang tiéc la mot téc mai dai da ra di cung thé hé cudi... né phu hop
v6i anh ta 1am cho ma xem,’ t6i tham nhu bang thi¢ tiéng Anh don gian.

“T6i biét Andrew dén dé n6i mot chuyén dac biét nao d6. Néu khong
anh ta da chang theo t6i vao Mién Chinh Tryc ma sé theo ding 1€ thudng
chd doi t6i trong phong khach nha bac Ruth. T6i biét chuyén gi dén roi
cling phai dén thoi, va t6i ha quyét tam xtr ly cho xong dé ditt diém chuyén
nay. Dao gan day, thai d6 trong ngong ctia bac Ruth va moi nguwoi ¢ Trang
Non da trd nén ngdt ngat han. Toi tin chac tat ca moi nguwdi déu doan chac
rang ly do t6i khong t6i New York la vi toi khong chiu n6i khi phai chia
tach v6i Andrew!

“Nhung t6i sé khéng nhan 16i cau hon cia Andrew dwdi anh trang
trong Mién Chinh Tryc. Co6 1€ t6i sé bi bé bua ma chap nhan anh ta mat.
Vay nén khi anh ta néi, “Cho nay dé chiu that day, hay & lai day mot Iic
nhé; xét cho cung, anh thdy la chang c6 gi dep dé bang tw nhién,” t6i bén
dap lai mot cach nhe nhang nhung kién quyét rang, mac du thién nhién
mang lai cam gidc khoan khodi v6 cling, nhung thoi tiét dang qua am wét
so vOi mot nguwdi dé c6 nguy co mac bénh lao phoi, vay nén t6i phai vao
nha thoi.
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“Chung t6i vao trong nha. T6i ngoi doi dién véi Andrew va nhin cham
cham vao cudn len moc cta bac Ruth trén tam tham. C6 1€ tdi tan cudi doi,
toi cling van nhd ré mau sac va hinh dang cta cudn len d6. Andrew néi
nhat gitng vé nhitng chuyén vo6 thwdéng vo phat, réi bat dau tung ra nhitng
am hiéu; hai nam sau anh ta sé l1én lam quan ly; anh ta dat niém tin vao
nhitng nguwoi két hon sém; van van va van van. Anh ta c ling ta ling ting
nhuw ga mac téc. Co 1€ t6i c6 thé khién moi chuyén trd nén dé dang hon véi
anh ta, nhung to6i van budc long minh chai san lai, nhé ro rang anh ta da
tranh xa dén mitc nao trong sudt nhitng tuan 1é dang sg dién ra vu bé boi vé
chuyén & ngdi nha 6ng John kia. Cudi cung anh ta buot miéng.

“ ‘Emily, hdy két hon khi nao... khi nao... ngay khi anh c6 thé nhé.’

“Duwong nhu anh ta cdm thay anh ta nén noi gi dé, chit khong y thitc
duwgce hoan toan minh dang néi gi; vay nén anh ta md&i nhac lai ‘ngay khi
anh c6 thé’ roi dirng lai.

“T6i tham chi con chang tin 1a minh c6 dau hiéu xau hé nao.
“ “Tai sao chung ta lai nén két hon?’ t6i héi.

“Andrew c6 vé that kinh. Hién nhién day khong phai thai do nhan 1oi
cau hon theo chuan truyén thng Murray.

“ ‘Tai sao u? Tai sao u? Tai vi... anh thich thé,” anh ta ca lam.
“ ‘Em khong dong y,’ t6i noi.

“Andrew nhin t6i cham cham mot lic, c6 gang tiép thu cai y nghi
dang ngac nhién rang anh ta vira bi tir choi.

“ ‘Nhung tai sao?’ anh ta hdi; bang tong giong va thai dé y hét bac
Ruth.
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“ “Vi em khong yéu anh,’ toi noi.
“Andrew da dé btrng mat. T6i biét anh ta cho rang toi that khiém nha.
“ ‘Anh... anh... twéng... moi ngwoi déu thich thé,” anh ta ca lam.

“ ‘Em khong dong y,’ t6i nhac lai. T6i néi bang mdt giong ma dén ca
Andrew ciing khong thé nham lan dugc.

“Anh ta qua ngac nhién dén mirc t6i khong nghi la anh ta c6 bat ky
cam giac nao khac ngoai ngac nhiéen, khong c6 cam giac gi khac tham chi la
noi that vong. Anh ta khong biét nén néi gi hay lam gi; mot Murray thi
khong thé ngon ngot do danh; vay nén anh ta ditng day va ra vé ma khong
néi thém 101 nao nita. T6i c¥ twdng anh ta da dong sam ctra lai, nhung sau
dé6 toi phat hién ra dé chi la do gi6 dap ma thoi. Toi wdc gi anh ta da dong
sam ctra lai. Hanh dong dé sé citu v6t long ty trong cua t6i. That mat mat
khi tir ch6i mot ngwdi dan 6ng dé roi sau do phat hién ra rang cam xuc chu
dao cua anh ta la hoang mang.

“Sang hom sau, bac Ruth, hién nhién da ndy sinh dy cdm xau sau
chuyén viéng tham chdp nhoang ctia Andrew, bén thang thirng héi t6i xem
da c6 chuyén gi. Bac Ruth chang c6 chit tinh té gi hét. Vay la toi cling tra
10i bac bang thai do thang thirng twong t.

“ ‘Chau tim thay thiéu sét gi @ Andrew?’ bac dy lanh lung hai.
“ ‘Chang c6 thiéu sot gi ca... nhung anh ay nhat nhéo qua. Anh dy c6
day du moi wu diém, chi thiéu ti mudi thoi,” toi dap, vé kiéu ky.

“ ‘Hy vong chau khong say mot li di mot ddm,” bac Ruth u am noi; co
nghia 1a, theo y hiéu cta t6i, mudn nhac dén thi tran Stovepipe. Han t6i da
c6 thé khién bac Ruth an tdm vé diém nay néu td6i mudn. Tuan trudc, Perry
dén néi vdi toi rang cau ay sé hoc luat tai van phong ctia 6ng Abel &
Charlottetown. Pay la mot co hoi tuyét voi véi cau dy. Theo nhu toi hiéu
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thi 6ng Abel da nghe bai dién thuyét ctia cau dy vao budi t6i dién ra cudc
thi hung bién lién treong va ké tir dé6 van dé mat dén cau ay. Toi that tam
chiic mirng cau ay. T6i that long vui mirng.

“ ‘Ong dy sé tra luong du dé t& tra chi phi dn &,” Perry noi, ‘va c6 18 t&
sé xoay x& dugc quan ao tir nguon khong chinh thitc nao do. TG phai tw
cang dang cong viéc cua minh thoi. Bac Tom sé khong gitp t¢. Cau biét ly
do ré6i day.’

“ “T@ rat tiéc, Perry,’ t0i noi, khé cuoi.

“ ‘Cau c6 thé khong, Emily?’ cau ay hoi. ‘T¢ chi mong sao chuyén
nay dugc giai quyét xong xudi.’

“ ‘Chuyén da dugc giai quyét xong xubi.’

“ ‘Cé 1é t¢ da bién minh thanh mot tén ngdc hét thudc chira vi cau,’
Perry lam bam.

“ ‘Cau twdng thé thoi,” téi an ui cau; nhung van bat cwdi. Chang hiéu
sao toi khong tai nao nhin nhan y kién cua Perry bang thai do nghiém tic
hon so vGi cia Andrew. T6i lic nao ciing c6 cam gidc cau ay chi dang ngd
nhan la cau ay yéu toi thoi.”

“ ‘Cau dirng c6 ma voi va kiém mot ga khon ngoan hon t¢ day nhé,’
Perry canh cao. ‘T¢ sé leo cao cho xem.’

“ ‘T tin chac cau sé lam dwgce,” toi am ap noi, ‘va khi dé sé khong ai
man nguyén hon ban cua cau Emily Byrd Starr dau.’

“ <Oi, ban bé,” Perry din dbi néi. “Té dau phai vi can ban nén méi
muon cau. Nhung t¢ van ludon nghe néi c6 du do tan tinh gi mot ngwdi nha
Murray thi ciing chang ich 1gi dau. Té hoi cau mét chuyén duwgc khong?
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Pay von khong phdi chuyén ctia té... nhung cau dinh cwdi Andrew Murray
ddy a?’

“ ‘Day khong phai chuyén cua cau... nhung t¢ khong co y dinh do,’ toi

“ ‘Cha,” Perry noi lic roi di, ‘néu c6 khi nao cau thay doéi suy nghi thi
hdy cho t¢ biét nhé. Roi sé 6n thda ca thdi... néu dén lic d6 té van chua
thay doi suy nghi.’

“To6i da twong thuat lai cau chuyén nay y nhw n6 da xdy ra. Nhung...
toi con viét vao cudn s6 Jimmy thém mdt phién ban nhé ra nén xdy ra cta
né. Toi nhan ra t6i da bat dau khac phuc dwgc kho khan bay lau nay trong
viéc cho nhitng nhan vat twéng twgng cua minh dong canh yéu dvong mot
cach tr6i chdy. Trong phién ban twéng twong cua toi, ca Perry va téi déu noi
nang luu loat.

“Theo t6i thay, that ra tdm trang cua Perry té hon Andrew mot chit, va
toi 1ay lam tiéc vi diéu do. T6i rat quy Perry vGi tw cach 1a mot nguwdi ban
va mot ngwoi than. T6i khong muon lam cau ay that vong, nhung toi biét
r6i cau ay sé nhanh chéng vugt qua duge chuyén nay thoi.

“Vay la nam sau, toi sé la nguwdi duy nhat con & lai H6 Blair. Toi
khong biét dén Itc d6 minh sé c6 cam giac gi. T6i ddm chac thinh thodng
sé cam thdy hoi té nhat... c6 1€ vao lic ba gid sang, t6i sé wdc gi minh da di
cung co6 Royal. Nhung t6i sé kién tri lam viéc mot cach bén bi va nghiém
tic. Dé leo 1én dinh Buwong Alps thi sé phai trdi qua mot chang duwong dai.

“Nhung t6i tin vao chinh minh, va dang sau tam rém, luén luén c6 thé
gidi cua toi.

“Trang Non

“21 thang Sau, 19...
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“T6i nay, ngay khi vé dén nha, t6i da cAm nhan dugc mot bau khong
khi bat man ro ranh ranh, va nhan ra bac Elizabeth da biét toan bo cau
chuyén vé Andrew. Béac ay gidn di¥ con bac Laura thi tiéc nudi, nhung
chang ai noi nang gi. Luc chang vang, & trong vuon, tdi cung bac Jimmy
chuyén tro can ké moi chuyén. C6 vé nhu, sau khi khong con choang vang
dén chét lang nita, Andrew da kha suy sup. Anh ta chang thiét an uong gi
nita, va bac Addie phan nd cat van rang vi con trai bac ay khong dat tiéu
chuan cta t6i nén chang biét t6i cé trong chd két hon véi mot hoang tir hay
mot triéu pha hay khong.

“Bac Jimmy nghi t6i da hanh dong hoan toan ding. Bac Jimmy han
van nghi t6i dd hanh dong hoan toan ding ngay ca khi t6i c6 giét chét
Andrew va vui x4c anh ta trong Mién Chinh Truc di chang nita. That dé
chiu khi c6 m6t nguwdi ban nhu vay, mac du qua nhiéu ban nhw vay thi cling
khong phai chuyén tot cho ta.”

“22 thang Sau, 19...

“T6i khong biét chuyén gi té hon — cé nguwdi ta khong thich cau hon ta
hay khong c6 nguoi ta thich cau hon. Ca hai déu c6 phan chang dé chiu gi.

“T6i da rut ra két luan rang téi chi twéng twgng ra may thit nay no
trong ngbi nha cii cia 6ng John thdi. Toi e la bac Ruth da ding khi bac ay
thwong bédo rang tri twéng twong cda toi can phai dwgc kiém ché bét. Toi
nay, toi tha than trong vuon. Dau dang la thang Sau, trdi van lanh bu6t, va
toi c6 doi chut co6 don, chan nan, bai hoai; c6 1é vi hdm nay, hai truyén ngan
toi von ky vong kha nhiéu lai bj trd vé. Dot nhién, t6i nghe thiy tiéng huyt
sdo ra hiéu ctia Teddy trong vuon cay an qua cii. Tat nhién t6i di theo tiéng
goi. D6i v6i toi, day luon ludn 1a treong hop ‘O, hdy huyt séo 1én va toi sé
dén bén canh, anh ban a’ — tuy nhién, t6i tha chét con hon la thtra nhan diéu
nay vdi bat c ai, chi trit véi nhat ky cda t6i. Ngay khi nhin thdy mat cau
ay, toi da biét cau ay c6 tin vui.
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“Cau 4dy co6 that. Cau ay chia ra mot bire thw, ‘Ngai Frederick Kent’.
T6i chang bao gid cé thé nhé dugce tén cia Teddy la Frederick — doi véi t6i,
cau ay chang bao gi® c6 thé la bat ¢t gi khac ngoai Teddy. Cau ay da gianh
duwgc hoc bong theo hoc tai trwong Thiét ké & Montreal — nam tram do
trong vong hai nam. Ngay 1ap titc, t6i thady phan khich khéng thua gi cau ay
— v@i mGt cam gidc ky quai an sau niém phan khich tron lan giita sg hai, hy
vong va mong ngéng ma chinh t6i cling khong thé néi dugc cai nao trdi
hon cai nao.

“ ‘Cau that tuyeét, Teddy!” toi noi, hoi bén len. ‘Oi, t& mung lam!
Nhung con me cau, bac ay nghi gi vé chuyén nay?’

“ ‘Me sé dé t@ di thoi; nhing me t& sé co6 don va kho s@ lam,” Teddy
néi, 1ap tic trd nén u sau. “T¢ mudn me di cung, nhung me khong doi nao
roi Vat Cuc Ngdai. T¢ khong thich nghi dén chuyén me t& phai song ¢ do
mot minh. TG... t¢ chi mong sao me t& khong doi xtr vGi cau nhu thé nay,
Emily. Gid me t& khong nhu thé... cdu da c6 thé trd thanh niém an ui rat 16n
cho me t6.’

“T6i khong biét liéu Teddy c6 khi nao nghi rang chinh t6i cling can
dwgc an i hay khong. Bau khong khi ldng 1é ky quai buéng trum 1én ching
toi. Hai chung toi dao budc doc dwong Ngay Mai — gio day con duong da
tré nén xinh dep dén mitc khién ngwoi ta phai ban khoan khong biét liéu co6
bat ky ngay mai nao cé kha nang khién né tré nén dep dé hon nita dugc
khong — cho tdi khi dén hang rao dung bén bai cé ven ho; va ding & do
dwéi béng ram cda nhitng cdy linh sam xanh xam. T6i dot nhién cam thay
trong long trao dang niém hanh phic, va trong mot ltic, mot phan trong t6i
da trong 1én mot khu vieon, da sap dat nhitng can phong xinh dep, mua ca ta
thia bac chac nich, bay bién can phong 4p mai cua toi, trang tri cho mdt tam
khan trdi ban bang lua Damash c& 16n; con mot phan khac trong t6i chi cho
doi. Phut trede toi noi toi hom do troi that dep — that ra khong phai thé; vai
phtit sau t6i lai néi c6 vé nhu troi sé mwa — that ra khong phai thé.
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“Nhung ai do phai noi gi do chu.

“ “T@ sé lam viéc cham chi; t& sé no luc gat hai dwgc moi thanh qua ¢
thé trong hai nam dé,” cudi cung Teddy néi, cham cham nhin xudng ho
Blair, nhin Ién bau trdi va nhitng doi cat, nhin nhitng bai cé xanh mudt
thong dong, nhin hét thdy moi th triv t6i.’R6i, c6 1&, xong xudi sau do, té
sé xoay s@ dé dén Paris. Ra nwdc ngoai; chiém nguwdng kiét tac ctia nhitng
nghé si vi dai; s6ng trong moi tredng cda ho; nhin nhitng canh twong da
duwgc thién tai cua ho bién thanh bat t... t6 da khat khao nhitng diéu do
suot ca cudc doi roi. Va khi té tré ve...’

“Teddy dot ngot dirng lai va quay sang nhin t6i. Nhin vao anh mat cia
cau 4y, t6i nhitng twdng cau ay dinh hon t6i... téi that sy nghi vay. Néu
khong nham mat lai thi t6i khong biét minh nén lam gi nita.

“ “Va khi t¢ trd vé...” cau ay nhac lai; va mot lan niva dirng lai.

“ ‘Sao?’ t6i héi. V@i cudn nhat ky nay, téi khong pht nhan rang t6i da
ndéi cau dé bang tam trang cé phan tréng ngong.

“ “Td sé khién cai tén Frederieck Kent vang danh & Canada!’ Teddy
noi.

“T6i m& mat ra.

“Teddy dang cau may nhin dong nwéc hoé Blair nhap nhoa sac vang.
MGt lan nita, t6i c6 cam gidc khong khi dém nay khong t6t cho minh. T6i
rung minh, néi vai cau sdo mon lich sy, r6i dé mac cau dy cau may dirng
do6. T6i khong biét liéu c6 phai vi qua xau ho nén cau dy da khong hon t6i;
hay chi don thuan la cau ay khong mudn lam thé.

“T6i c6 thé quan tam sau sac dén Teddy Kent néu to6i cho phép ban

than lam thé... néu cau 4y muon to6i lam thé. C6 vé nhu cau dy khong muon.
Cau ay chang nghi dén chuyén gi ngoai thanh céng, tham vong va su
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nghiép. Cau dy da quén mat anh mat ching t6i trao nhau trong can nha cii
ctia 6ng John; cdu dy da quén mat rang ba nam trwdc, bén ngbi mo cua
George Horton, cau ay da noéi rang toi chinh la c6 gai dang yéu nhat thé
gian. Cau ay sé gdp hang tram co6 gai tuyét voi trén thé gidi; cau ay sé
khong bao gid con nghi dén t6i nita.

“Vay thi ctt thé di.

“Néu Teddy khong muodn toi thi t6i cling khong mudn cau ay. D6
chinh la truyén théng cia nha Murray. Nhung t6i von chi mang mot nira
dong mau Murray ma thoi. Van con phai can nhac dén mot nira Starr trong
toi. May man thay, t6i cting c6 sy nghiép va tham vong dé ma nghi dén, cé
mot nit than do ky dé ma phung sw, nhu thay Carpenter titng néi do. Co 18
nit than ay sé khong dung thit cho mot long trung thanh da bi sé chia.

“T6i nhan thdy ro ba loai cam xtc.

“Trén hét, toi binh tinh dén mitc lanh lung va x& sy ding theo truyén
thong.

“Bén dwdi d6 dang kim nén mot thit cdm xic han sé khién t6i ton
thuwong khung khiép néu t6i cit dé mac no.

“Va duéi sau hon nita, 1a mot cadm giac nhe nhom ky quaéi vi t6i van
gitt duoc ty do ctia minh.”

“26 thang Sau, 19...

“Toan thé ngwoi dan Shrewsbury déu dang cuwdi dau ca bung trudc
chién tich gan day nhat cta Ilse, va mot nita nguwdi dan Shrewsbury t6 thai
do khong tan thanh. Ilse von ghét mot hoc sinh cudi cap rat vénh véo lic
nao ciling ra vé ta day la nguwdi quan trong va hién van gitt nhiém vu trg
gido ¢ nha thd Thanh John vao cac Cha nhat. Cha nhat vira roi, Ilse dong
gid thanh mot ba gia, muwgn quan 4o tr mot nguwoi ho hang nghéo cta ba
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Adamson, von la ban cung phong tro ctia cau ay — mot ci vay den dai kin
cong cao twong vién nhiéu den, mot cai mii bon né géa phu, cong thém mot
tam mang che mat géa phu bang nhiéu den day cop. Pong bo nhw thé xong,
cau ay loang choang di xuéng pho, rau 11 dirng lai treéc bac thém nha tho,
lam ra vé cau ay khong thé leo 1én bac thém dwgc. Anh chang Vénh Véo
kia nhin thay cau ay va, von an dudi vé vénh vao cling cé chiat ban nang
lich thiép, ben hao hiép giup dd. Anh ta dd ban tay dang deo gang run run
ctia cau dy — lic dy n6 dang run ray that; Ilse von dang chét cudi dang sau
tdm mang che mat — va diu cau ay bwdc nhitng bwdc run ray, yéu 6t 1én bac
thém, bang qua hién, doc 16i di gitta hai hang ghé va budc vao trong hang
ghé nguyén. Ilse 1am bam 101 cau chic dit quang danh cho anh ta, dwa cho
anh ta mot to roi ctia nha thd, ngéi do sudt budi 1é va roi lai loang choang
vé nha. Ngay hom sau, tat nhién, cau chuyén da lan truyén khap treong va
anh chang khon kho kia bi nhitng cau trai khac ché giéu dén do can rao moi
vénh vGi vao — it nhat cling 1a tam thoi — dwéi man tra tdn nay. C6 1é sy c6
nay sé giup anh ta thay thoai mai hon.

“Tat nhién t6i da trach mang Ilse mot tran. Cau ay von la ngwoi vui vé,
tdo tgn va chang thém dé y gi dén hau qua. Cau ay luén nghi gi lam nay,
tham chi san sang nhady 16n nhao giita nha thg. T6i yéu cau ay; yéu cau ay,
yéu cau ay; va toi khong biét nam t6i day minh sé lam gi khi khong c6 cau
ay & bén. Twr gio trd di, nhitng ngay mai cia ching to6i sé luon luon bi chia
tach; va dan tré nén xa cach; va dén lic chi thinh thodng mé&i gap mat nhau,
chiing t6i s& ching khéc gi ngudi xa la. Oi chao, t6i biét thé; toi biét thé.

“Ilse gian dién lén trwdc cai ma cau ay goi la ‘thai do tdo tgn’ cda
Perry khi ddm nghi dén chuyén t6i c6 thé cuwéi cau ta.

“ <Oi, d6 khong phai thai do tdo ton dau; phai goi 1a sy ha c¢6 mdi
dang,’ toi vira noi vira cuoi. ‘Perry thudoc dong doi cong twdc vi dai xu
Carabas[1] day.’
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[1] Y Emily mudn nhic dén Hau twdc Carabas, nhan vat hu cau trong
cau chuyén c6 “Cha meéo di hia”.

“ <0, tat nhién cau ta sé& thanh céng. Nhung & cu ta luén ludn mang
cai hwong vi caa thi trdn Stovepipe,” Ilse van lai.

“ ‘Sao lic nao cau ciing khat khe véi Perry thé ha Ilse?’ t6i phan doi.

“ ‘Cau ta la mot thang dan ba hoa khoac lac dén thé con gi,’ Ilse khinh
khinh noi.

“ ‘Oi dao, cau ay chi dwong & cai do tu6i ma bon con trai céi gi cling
biét,” t6i no6i, cdm thay minh kha khon ngoan va chin chan. ‘Mot thoi gian
nita, cau ay roi sé tréd nén dot hon va dé chiu dung hon thoi,” t6i ndi tiép,
cam thay minh khé di dém. ‘Va tit hoi & Shrewsbury, cdu dy da tién bd 1én
r6i con gi,’” toi tong két, cam thay kha ty man.

“ “Cau noi c nhu thé cau ta la ké ngd ngan khong bang,’ Ilse gian di.
‘Vi Chia, Emily, ditng c6 ra vé ké ca va hgm hinh nhw thé!”’

“Nhiéu khi Ilse gitp t6i tré nén tot dep hon nhiéu. T6i biét t6i xing
dang vai diéu dé.”

“27 thang Sau, 19...

“T6i qua, toi mo thdy minh dang ditng trong ngo6i nha héng mat lau
nam & Trang Non va nhin thay vién Kim Cwong Mat Tich sang lap lanh
trén san nha duwéi chan téi. Téi mirng rd nhdt né 1én. N6 nam trén tay toi
mot Iic; r6i n6é duwdong nhw tranh khéi sy nam gitr caa toi, vut bay 1én khong
trung, dé lai dang sau mot vét sang dai manh mai ryc rd, va bién thanh mot
vi sao trén bau trdi phia Tay, ngay bén trén ria thé gigi. ‘D6 la ngdi sao cta
minh; minh phdi v6i dugce t6i n6 trede khi né 1an mat,” téi nghi, va bat dau
1én dwdng. Dot nhién chii Dean xudt hién bén canh t6i; va chu dy ciing dang
theo buwéc vi sao kia. To6i cam thady minh can phdi di cham lai vi chud dy bi
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khap khiéng nén khong di nhanh qua dugc, va trong lic doé, ngo6i sao ci
chim xudng thap dan thap dan. Tuy nhién t6i cdm thady minh khong thé bé
mac chd Dean duge. R6i cling dot ngét nhw lic nay, moi chuyén xay ra
ding nhv trong mo — dep dé dén nhwong nao, khong vuwéng chiit kho khan
gi — Teddy ciling xuat hién bén canh t6i, chia hai tay vé phia t6i, v4i anh mat
toi da tirng nhin thay hai lan tredc day. Toi dat tay vao trong tay cau ay; va
cau dy kéo t6i vé phia minh; t6i ngdng mat 1én; roi chi Dean bat ra mot
tiéng kéu cay dang, ‘Ngoi sao cuda toi da lan roi.” Toi quay ngoat dau lai;
ngoi sao da tat; va t6i tinh gidc, gitta budi ban mai x4u xi, xam xit, c6 mua;
khong ngoi sao; khong Teddy, khong nu hon.

“T6i ty hoi gidc mo dy c6 y nghia gi; néu nhw né qua that mang bat ky
y nghia nao d6. T6i khong duwgc phép nghi rang né c6 y nghia gi. Theo
ding truyén thong thi mot ngwdi nha Murray khong duwgc mé tin.”

“28 thang Sau, 19...

“T6i nay la toi cudi cung t6i & lai Shrewsbury. ‘Tam biét, thé giéi huy
hoang, t6i vé nha day’ — vao ngay mai, khi bac Jimmy dén doén t6i va hanh
1y cta t6i da dugc dwa lén chiéc xe ngwa cii va toi sé trg vé Trang Non trén
cO xe oai vé do.

“Ba nam & Shrewsbury nay dwong nhw dai dang dac khi t6i ngéng dgi
né dang & phia tredc. Con bay gid, ngodnh dau nhin lai, dwong nhuw chuyén
chi vira méi xdy ra ngay hém qua. Téi cho rang minh da gat hai dugc diéu
gi do trong khodng thoi gian nay. Toi khong st dung qua nhiéu tr in
nghiéng; t0i da hoc duwgc cach kiém ché va si can bang twong doi; toi da
hiéu biét hon mot chat vé cudc doi; va toi da hoc dwoc cach mim cwoi
tredc mot to thong béao tr chéi. T6i nghi d6 chinh 1a bai hoc kho khan nhat
trong moi bai hoc; va khong c6 gi phai nghi ngd rang d6 chinh la bai hoc
can thiét nhat.
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“Khi nhin lai ba nam 4y, c6 mé6t s6 chuyén hién 1én r6 rang va y nghia
hon so véi nhitng chuyén khac, nhw thé ty ban than ching da mang mot y
nghia ddc biét nao d6. Va khong phadi luc nao nhitng chuyén do cling la
nhitng chuyén ma ching ta c6 1é da dy liéu. Vi du nhw, sy thu han cta
Evelyn va tham chi ca sy c6 ria mép khiang khiép kia duwong nhw da phai
nhat dan va khong con quan trong nita. Nhung cai gidy phut toi nhin thay
bai tho dau tién ctia minh trén tap chi Vwon va Rirng — 6i chao, dé dung la
thoi khac dang nhd; chuyén di bo téi Trang Non sau d6 quay tré lai vao
buo6i dém hom dién kich; chuyén viét bai tho ngan khac thwong ma sau do
da bi thay Carpenter xé nat; bubi toi trén dong cd khd duwéi vang trang
thang Chin; ba cu thu vi tirtng dét mong dic vua; giay phut ¢ trong 16p hoc
khi t6i phat hién ra nhitng dong tho ctia Keats vé ‘nhitng giong noi tir trén
cao’; va cai giay phut ¢ trong ngoi nha cii caa ong John khi Teddy nhin vao
mat t6i; 6i chao, dwong nhw déi véi t6i, day chinh la nhitng thit t6i sé lwu
gilt trong bao tang Vinh Hang mot khi nhitng 16i ché giéu cta Evelyn cung
vu tai tiéng vé chuyén & can nha cii cia 6ng John cung nhitng ray la cta
bac Ruth ctung nhip diéu hoc hanh kiém tra da vinh vién tréi vao quén lang.
Va 10i hita cta toi v6i bac Elizabeth da gidp t6i, ding nhuw thay Carpenter
du doan. Co 1€ khong phai trong nhat ky cua toi - ¢ doé thi toi kha thoai mai;
nguoi ta cling phai c6 mot ‘16i thoat’ chit - ma la trong cac truyén ngan va
cac cudn s6 Jimmy cua toi.

“Chiéu nay 16p chiing t6i t6 chitc 1é t6t nghiép. T6i mac chiéc vay méi
bang vai phin nén mau kem dinh hoa violet va mang mot bé 16n hoa mau
don hong. Cha Dean, dang & Montreal trén dwong vé nha, da danh dién tin
cho ngudi ban hoa & day gii cho td6i mot b6 hong — mudi bdy bong hong —
moi bong cho mot nam tu6i doi téi; va bé hoa dugc trao cho to6i khi 1én
nhan bang t6t nghiép. Chu Dean yéu quy la nguwdi nhu thé day.

“Perry la ngwoi thay mat 16p phat biéu va cau ay da c6 mot bai dién
thuyét hay ho. Va cau ay da nhan dwgc huy chwong vi sy gidi giang toan
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dién. C6 mot cudc tranh dua gay gat gitta cau ay va Will Morris, nhung
Perry da gianh chién thang.

“T6i da viét va doc ban tién doan tét nghiép. Bai viét rat thd vi va cé
vé nhw ¢t toa déu thich thd. T6i con c6 mot ban viét khac trong cudn s6
Jimmy dé & nha. N6 thud vi hon nhiéu nhung chwa hoan thién dé dugc doc.

“T6i nay t6i da viét bitrc thw xa giao cudi cung cho 6ng Towers. T6i
luén cam ghét tro quang cdo nay nhwng téi can mdy dong xu né mang lai,
thém nita nguwoi ta khong nén khinh thwong cai nén tang giip nguoi ta leo
1én nhitng nic thang danh vong tudi thanh xuan.

“To6i con phai dong goi d6 dac nita. Bac Ruth thinh thoang 1én ng6
nghiéng trong ldc téi thu don nhwng chi lang im mot cach ky cuc. Cudi
cung, bac ay ndi, kém theo tiéng thé dai.

“ ‘Roi ta sé nhd chau 1am cho ma xem, Emily a,’

“T6i chua titng mo twdng bac dy sé no6i hay c6 cam xtic nhu thé. Va no
khién t6i cdm thdy khong thoadi mai. Tt khi bac Ruth té thai do t té dén
thé vé vu bé boi lién quan dén chuyén xdy ra & ngoi nha cta 6ng John, toi
da c6 cdm nhan khac vé bac dy. Nhung t6i khong thé ndi 1a toi sé nhG bac
ay dugc.

“Tuy nhién, van phai noi gi do.

“ ‘Chau sé ludn biét on bac, bac Ruth a, vi nhitng gi bac da lam cho
chau su6t ba nam qua.’

“ “Ta chi c6 gang thuc hién bon phan cia minh théi,” bac Ruth noi.
“T6i nhan ra minh thay ti€éc nudi dén mic la ky khi phai rdi xa can

phong nho ma t6i chwa tirng yéu quy va cling chua tirng yéu quy toi, va ca
ngon doi trdi dai 1ap lanh nhitng vi sao kia; xét cho cung, t6i da c6 nhitng
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phtt gidy tuyét voi tai noi day. Nhung to6i chang hé nudi tiéc chit nao khi
phai rdi xa bitc tranh thach ban nit hoang Alexandra, hay cai binh hoa gidy.
Tat nhién, tiéu thw Giovanna sé di cung t6i. Co ay thudc vé can phong cta
t6i & trang trai Trang Non. O noi ndy, dwdng nhu cd dy ludn ludn 1a mot ké
bi lwu day. T6i thdy dau long biét bao khi nghi dén chuyén t6i sé khong bao
gio con dugc nghe thay tiéng gié dém trong Mién Chinh Truc. Nhung t6i sé
cO gio dém trong rung cay bui nha ong John Ngao Man; t6i nghi bac
Elizabeth dinh cho t6i mot cay dén dau dé soi cho t6i viét lach; ctta phong
toi & Trang Non dong kin; va toi sé khong phai uong tra ngot. Chang vang
ngay hom nay, t6i da t6i cai ho nho 1ap lanh nhw anh ngoc trai vén luén la
mot dia diém day mé hodc dé nan na vao nhitng chiéu t6i mua xuan. Xuyén
qua nhitng cai cay vién quanh bd, sac héng va sac vang nhat tit phwong Tay
vat ngang tt* bd bén nay sang bo bén kia. H6 nwéc phang lang khong chut
gon, va moi cai 14, moi canh cdy, moi nhanh dwong xi, moi nhanh c6 déu
dwgc soi minh trong dé. To6i nhin xu6ng; va thay khuén mat ctia minh; va
b&i mot dang xoan vdn ky quai phan chiéu tr mot canh cdy dang nghiéng
xuong, duong nhw toi dang doi trén dau mot vanh 1a — chang khac gi mot
vong nguyeét qué.

“T6i coi d6 1a mot diém lanh.

“Co 1€ chi la Teddy thay xau ho thoi!”
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