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Will Durant
An D6 va Phat Thich Ca
Nguoi dich: Nguyén Hién Lé
MUC LUC - Vai loi thuva truéc
(Trich Lich st vin minh An D6 )

Vai 10i thwa tredc

CHUONG I: TONG QUAN VE AN DO
I. Dat dai

II. Nén van minh c6 nhat?

I11. Dan toc An-Aryen

IV. X3 hoi An-Aryen

V. Ton giao trong cac kinh Veda

VI. Céac kinh Veda vé phuong dién van hoc
VII. Triét li trong_cadc Upanisha

CHUONG II: PHAT THICH CA

L. Bon theo ta gido

II. Mahavira va cac gido d6 Jain

IV. Loi day cua Duc Phat
V. Nhitng ngay cudi cung cia Phat

Vai loi thwa truéc
Nhu ching ta da biét cudn Lich stz vian minh An D, titc cudn II trong ban tiéng

Anh, nhan dé 1a India and her neighbors (An D6 va cac xi lang giéng), 1a mot
phan cua tap Di sdn phuong Péng trong bo Lich str van minh cta Will Durant.

https://thuviensach.vn


http://thuvien.vnthuquan.net/addmaster/themvao.asp#_Toc264362529
http://thuvien.vnthuquan.net/addmaster/themvao.asp#_Toc264362530
http://thuvien.vnthuquan.net/addmaster/themvao.asp#_Toc264362532
http://thuvien.vnthuquan.net/addmaster/themvao.asp#_Toc264362533
http://thuvien.vnthuquan.net/addmaster/themvao.asp#_Toc264362534
http://thuvien.vnthuquan.net/addmaster/themvao.asp#_Toc264362535
http://thuvien.vnthuquan.net/addmaster/themvao.asp#_Toc264362536
http://thuvien.vnthuquan.net/addmaster/themvao.asp#_Toc264362537
http://thuvien.vnthuquan.net/addmaster/themvao.asp#_Toc264362538
http://thuvien.vnthuquan.net/addmaster/themvao.asp#_Toc264362539
http://thuvien.vnthuquan.net/addmaster/themvao.asp#_Toc264362541
http://thuvien.vnthuquan.net/addmaster/themvao.asp#_Toc264362542
http://thuvien.vnthuquan.net/addmaster/themvao.asp#_Toc264362543
http://thuvien.vnthuquan.net/addmaster/themvao.asp#_Toc264362544
http://thuvien.vnthuquan.net/addmaster/themvao.asp#_Toc264362545
http://thuvien.vnthuquan.net/addmaster/themvao.asp#_Toc264362546

Nguyén tac tap Di sdn phuong Péng, tic tap I: Our Oriental Heritage [1]_xuat
ban trong thé chién thit hai, lic d6 ngwdi Anh con d6 ho An Do. Pén ngay 15
thang 8 nam 1947, Anh trao trd doc lap cho An Do nhung tach An Db thanh hai
quéc gia: mot c6 da s6 dan theo An D§ gido 1a An P; mot c6 da s6 dan theo
Hoi gido 1a Pakistan, nwdc nay lai gobm hai phan: phan phia déng An Do goi la
bong Pakistan (nam 1971 tuyén bd doc 1ap, tré thanh nwdc Cong hoa Nhan dan
Bangladesh), phan phia tdy goi la Tay Pakistan (Cong hoa Ho6i gido Pakistan
ngay nay). Do vay ta nén hiéu An P§ trong cuén Lich st vdn minh An D6 gom
ca ba nu6c An D9, Pakistan va Bangladesh, nghia la mot s6 dia danh néu trong
sach nay ciing thudc vé An D6 mac du ngdy nay thudc Pakistan nhw: Peshawer,
Karachi, Mohenjo Daro va Sindh... Xem ban do6 bén trai ¢ duwéi [2]_, ching ta
thdy, tredc khi bi tach ra 1am ba nuéc vao nim 1947, An Do khong bao gom
Népal vi Anh c6ng nhan nén doc 1ap cta Népal ti*t nam 1923, nhung t6i ngo
rang tac gia xem Népal ciing thuoc vé An D vi trong tiét IV — chwong V, tac gia
viét: “O An Do noi nao ciing thdy ddu vét cta s tho phung sinh thuc khi dé:
khi thi la duwong vat & trong cac dén & Népal, Bénares, van van...”. Néu tac gia
xem Népal ciing thudc vé An Do thi ching ta cé thé suy ra ring Lumbini (L4m
Ti Ni) - noi Ditc Phat ra doi — nay thudc vé Népal, cling dwoc tac gia xem la
thudc vé An Do.
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Bdn dé An B6 ndm 1947 va ndm 2007

Sach day qua, 453 trang, gom chin chwong, nén ban dau téi dinh tom lwoc
chwong I r6i chép tron chwong IT gom nam tiét va tiét I cta chwong V (tiét nay
sé nhap vao chuong II thanh tiét VI) dé chung ta cung nhau tim hiéu dao Phat
qua cai nhin cua st gia va ciling la triét gia phwong Tay Will Durant, nhung tém
lwgce tie 1a phai lvge bo nhiéu chi tiét ma biét dau chirng nhitng chi tiét bi lwgc
bé d6 c6 anh huwdng it nhiéu dén cudc doi va ton gido ctia Pirc Phat Thich Ca.
Do vay ma t6i danh phai chép tron chwong I va tam goi ebook nay 1a “An Pé va
Phat Thich Ca”.

T6i chép tron chuwong I: Téng quan vé An B9, cling vi mot 1i do khac nita. 6
13, néu nhw khong c6 diéu kién doc tron cudn Lich stz vian minh An D4, chi véi
chwong I va chwong II théi, ching ta cling tam du dé hiéu tai sao trong cudn
Lich st van minh Trung Hoa, Will Durant lai viét cau nay: “Trong tam cua tw
tuwéng Trang tit cling nhw cua triét gia nira than thogi, Ldo tir, ma Trang tir coi
la sdu sdc hon Khoéng ti nhiéu, la mét do tuwéng huyén bi vé mét cdi vo ngd, rdt
gan voi dao Phdt va cdc Upanishad trong cdc kinh Veda, khién chung ta phdi
ngo réng cdc thuyét siéu hinh ctia An P6 da truyén qua Trung Quéc it nhdt la
bén thé ki trudc khi dao Phdt vé Trung Quoc...”.

Trong ban Viét dich, cu Nguyén Hién Lé chang nhitng ghi thém cac chu thich,
ma cu con ghi “thém vai chit hodc mét cau ngan trong mach van” va dat trong
dau [ ][3], va cu ciling chép thém ban Danh tir An, Hoi do Phap phién am “¢
cudi sdch dé doc gid nao mdi doc lan dau dé tra kiém ma nhd lai nghia[4].
Trong ebook nay, néu thdy can, toi sé dwa cic danh tit An, Hoi vao phan chi
thich, va dé tién phan biét véi cac chu thich khac, cubi cau t6i sé ghi: “(Theo dt
An, Hoi)”.
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Nho sy gitip d& cia ban Tuanz, toi stta duwgce vai 16i sai sot trong ban in cia Nha
xuat ban Van hoad Thong tin (ban Tuanz ddi chiéu véi ban cta Trung Tam Pai
hoc Sw Pham TP HCM in vao 1989) va stta rat nhiéu 16i do t6i go sai. Xin chan
thanh cam on ban Tuanz.

Goldfish

DBdu thdng 6 nam 2010
(Stta chira va bo sung lan cudi ngay 09.07.2010)

S~

[1] Cac ban 6 thé xem tr@ec tuyén hodac tii vé tai
http://www.scribd.com/doc/20351263/The-Story-of-Civilization-01-Our-
Oriental-Heritage

[2] Céc hinh anh trong ebook nay déu do t6i swru tam. (Goldfish).

[3] Trong sach nhw hau chi c6 dau (), cho nén sau khi déi chiéu véi ban tiéng
Anh ma khong thdy nhitng chi¥ twong ng trong dau ( ), thi c6 thé t6i sé stra dau
() thanh dau [ ]. Tuy t6i stra lai nhw vay, nhung vi khong c6 ban tiéng Phap nén
t0i cting chwra that chan chan rang dé la nhitng chit do cu Nguyén Hién Lé thém
vao vi biét dau chirng nhitng chir trong dau () do lai cé trong ban tiéng Phap?
[4] Xem bai Twa cudn Lich st vin minh An D¢ tai http:/www.thuvien-
ebook.com/forums/showthread.php?t=14297 (post #10-11).
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Will Durant
An D6 va Phat Thich Ca
Nguoi dich: Nguyén Hién Lé
CHUONG I - I. PAT PAI
TONG QUAN VE AN PO

Phét kién An D9 1an th nhi — Nhin qua trén ban d6 — Anh huwéng cta khi hau

bay la m6t ban ddo ménh moéng réng trén nam triéu cay so6 vuong, 1é6n gap hai
chuc Ian x1t Grande Bretagne, ba tram hai chuc triéu dan [1]_, nhiéu hon toan thé
chau My (Nam va Bac), va bang mot phan nam dan s6 thé gid¢i, nén van minh
trén ban dao phat trién diéu dan la thwong tir thdi Mohenjo-daro (-2900 hoac
som hon nita) cho tGi thoi Gandhi, Raman va Rabindranath Tagore, dan chung
hién con theo da cac tin nguwdng co thé twdng twgng dwoc, ti hinh thitc sting bai
ngau twgng cua cac dan toc da man t6i mot hinh thitc phiém than gido té nhi
nhat, duy linh nhat, cac triét gia ctia ho da dwa ra du cac triét thuyét vé chua de
nhat nguyén, tr cac thuyét Upanishad [2]_xuat hién tdm thé ki trwdc Ki T6 tGi
thuyét cua triét gia Sankara, song sau Ki To tam thé ki, cac nha bac hoc cta ho
ba ngan nam trwdc da lam cho khoa thién van tan b va hién nay dwoc giai
thwdng Nobel, lang mac cta ho dwoc t6 chitc theo nhitng qui tac rat dan cha da
c6 tir thoi xtra thoi xwa, khong ai nhd tir héi nao nita, kinh do cta ho da duoc
cac minh quan Acoka [3]_va Akbar [4]_cai tri, vira sang sudt vira nhan ttt, cac
ngwoi hat rong ctia ho da ngdm nhitng thién anh huing ca ¢6 nhw anh huing ca cta
Homeére, con cdc thi s ctia ho hién nay duwgc khap thé gidi doc, cac nghé si cta
ho da xay cat tiv Tay Tang dén Tich Lan, tit Cao Mién dén Java nhitng dén vi
dai dé tho' cac than linh An P9, va di cham tr6 hang chuc hang tram lau dai
cung dién tuyét dep cho cac vua chia. B6 1a x¢ An D6 ma hién nay nhiéu nguoi
dang gang sttc kién nhan nghién cttu dé phat 16 cho nguwai phwong Tay thdy mot
thé giéi mai cua tri tué ma khoi tw hao rang trén dia cau chi c6 ho méi van minh

[2]..
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Bdn dé An B

X d6 la mot tam giac ménh méng, day & phia Bac, tirc day ndi Himalaya (Hi
Ma Lap Son) quanh nam tuyét phu, dinh & phia Nam, titc dau ddo Tich Lan,
quanh nam noéng nhuw thiéu. Phia Tay la Ba Tw ma dan ching, ngén ngi, than
thanh déu rat gan giii v6i An Do thoi Veda, co ho hai xi¥ 1a ba con chi bac véi
nhau. Néu chiing ta theo bién gidi phia Bac ma tién vé phia Dong thi sé gdp A
Phu Han [6]_, day la Kadahar [7]_, xwa mang tén la Gandhara, noi ma nghé thuat
diéu khic Hi Lap va An D6 dung hoa v6i nhau trong mot thdi gian roi tach biét
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nhau ra khéng con bao gid gdp lai nhau nita, tién 1én phia Bac chit nita, day la
Kaboul noi xuat phat nhitng cudéc xam lang dam mau Ho6i va Mong Co, va hai
dan toc d6 da lam cha An D6 trong ngan nim. O trong bién gisi, day la
Peshawer chi cach Kaboul mdt ngay ngwa. Ban nhan thdy dat Nga & x Pamir
that sat An Do, thong véi An Pg bing nhitng déo Hindoukouch. Do d6 ma sinh
ra nhitng ric r6i vé chinh tri. O cic Bic An D6 1a tinh Cachemire ma néi cai tén
cling nhac nhé cho ta nhé sy vinh quang thud xwa cua nghé thuat dét AnDPs. O
phia Nam Cachemire la mién Pendjab — nghia la “mién nam con song” — vGi
chau thanh 16n 13 Lahore va kinh d6 mua hé cta An b0, titc Simla [8]_, trén day
hoanh son Himalaya (c6é nghia la “x( tuyét phu”). Mién Penjab — tdy c6 mot con
song 16n chdy qua, séng Indus dai trén ngan rudi cdy s, tén An cta né la
Sindhu chi c6 nghia la s6ng, ngwdi Ba Tw doi né thanh Hindu va goi tat cd mién
Bic An D6 1a Hindustan, nghia 1a x@ cac con song. Ti tiéng Ba Tw Hindu,
nguwoi Hi Lap xam lang chuyén qua thanh tiéng Inde.

T mién Penjab, song Jumna va séng Gange [song Hang] chdy 16 do vé phia
dong nam. Song Jumna chdy qua kinh do Delhi va lang Taj Mahal ¢ Agra soi
boéng trén dong nuwdc cia no, con song Gange, ct rong 16n lan lan tGi thanh dia
Bénarés [Ba Nai La], moi ngay tdy ué cho mudi triéu tin do, nhitng chi nhanh
ctia n6 lam cho x1t Bengale va mién chung quanh Calcutta — ciru kinh d6 Anh —
hoa phi nhiéu. Tién vé phia Bong thi t6i x* Mién Dién vGi nhitng ngdi chua giat
vang & Rangoon va con duwong Mandalay chéi chang anh sang. Tt Mandalay
bay ngang qua An Do non sau ngan cay sé thi téi phi cang Karachi. Mot phi co
bay & phia Nam song Indus sé vuot qua khong phan xtt Radjputana[9] cua dan
toc anh diing Radjpure va cac thanh pho n6i danh Gwalior, Chitor, Jaipur, Ajmer
va Udaipur. O phia Nam va phia Tdy Radjputana 1a tinh Bombay v&i nhitng
chau thanh dan cw dong nhu kién: Surate, Ahmedabad, Bombay, va Poona. 0]
phia Bong va phia Nam la tiéu quéc Hyderabad va Mysore (kinh d6 cling mang
tén d6) ma cac vua chia déu c6 6c duy tan tién bg. Trén bo bién phia Tay la
thanh Goa thudc B0, trén bg bién phia Pong la thanh Pondichery thudc Phap,
moi thanh chi rong vai cay s6 vuéng ma nguwdi Anh mudn an ui nguwdi Bo Pao
Nha va nguoi Phap da nhuong cho ho chiém. Doc bd vinh Bengale la tinh
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Madras: gitta tinh la thanh ph6 Madras dep dé, con & ranh gi6i phia Nam la cac
den Tanjore, Trichinopoly, Madura, Rameshvaram t6i tam nhung ki vi. Sau cung
la “chiéc cau Adam” — c6 hang mom da 16 ra mot niva 1én khoi mat nwéc — dua
ta tdi ddo Tich Lan noi ma mot ngan sau tram nam tredc van minh choi toa ruc
rd. Va tat ca nhitng ché t6i vita mdi ké qua d6 chi méi 1a mot phan nhé ctia An
D06 ma thoi.

Khong nén coi An D6 1a mot quéc gia nhw Ai Cap, Babylone hodc Anh ma nén
coi 1a mét luc dia cling dong dan, nhiéu ngén ngit nhw chau Au, va vé phuong
dién khi hau, chung toc, van hoc, triét hoc, nghé thuat cling gan da dang nhw
chau Au. O mién Béc, cac cudng phong lanh nhv bing ctia diy Himalaya a0 ao
thoi quanh nam va khi nhitng ngon gié dé gap nhitng hoi niwéc néng & phia Nam
thi tao thanh nhitng ddm swong mi u 4&m ca nén tryi. O mién Pendjab, dét phi sa
cia may con song 16n boi thanh nhitng canh dong phi nhiéu khong dau bang,
nhung tién xudng phia Nam nita thi anh nang chang chang quanh nam, khé va
can, noéng phu phai lam viéc cwc kho nhw moi mdi san xuat dwgc chut it. Xét
chung thi ngudi Anh khéng ai & An D6 qua ndm nim lién tiép va s& di mot tram
ngan ngwoi Anh cai trj dwgc ba trim triéu ngudi An, chinh 1a nho ho khong bao
gio ¢ lau trong xu.

Do day, it nhat 1a trén mot phan nam dat dai, con nhitng khu ritng hoang cta
thoi khai thién 1ap dia, day cop, bao, ch6 s6i va ran. Phia cudi ban ddo, mién
Deccan[10], khi hdu néng va kho, d6i khi nhd gi6é bién ma mat dwgc mot chuit.
Nhung tir Delhi t&i Ceylan, dic diém khi hdu An D6 1a néng, mot sitc néng lam
cho co thé ta suy nhugc, con ngwdi mau gia, va anh hwéng 16n tGi ton gido, triét
hoc cua thé dan. Chi c6 mét cach chong lai sitc nong dé la ngoi yén, khong ham
muon gi hét. Mua he, gié mua thoi, dat dai trong trot dugc, nhitng khi gio ngirng
théi thi An D6 lai chiu cai nan déi va chi mo twéng canh Niét Ban”.
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[1] Sach viét trong thé chién vira r6i va hién nay dan so trén bon tram triéu.
(ND).

[Hai chit hién nay trong chu thich nay la nam 1970, titc nam cu Nguyén Hién Lé
dich cuén Lich stz vdn minh An B4. Trong sach, cac chi thich ctia tac gia dwoc
ghi dau hoa thi, c4c chi thich ctia ngudi dich ghi s6 A Rap. Trong ebook nay, toi
chi diing s6 A Rap, riéng cac chii thich ctia ngudi dich tdi ghi thém “(ND)” &
cu6i cau. (Goldfish)]

[2] Upanishad: phan thuyét phap trong cac kinh Veda. (theo dt An, Hoi).

[3] Acoka: (A Duc) mot trong nhitng 6ng vua dau tién theo dao Phat va lam cho
dao d6 phét trién manh, & thé ki thit III triéc cong nguyén. (theo dt An, Hoi).

[4] Akbar: (A Céach B4) mot vua géc Mong C6 cai tri An, rat ¢ tai, & thé ki
XVL. (theo dt An, Hbi).

[5] Tir thoi Megasthéne (khoang -302) ta An P9 do nguoi Hi Lap biét cho téi
thé ki XVIIIL, ngwdi chau Au van coi An D6 1a mot xi¢ ki di, bi mat. Marco Polo
(1254-1323) chi ta mo hd mot dai bo bién phia Tdy. Colomb muén tim An o
ma lai gdp chau M§. Vasco de Gama phai di vong chau Phi méi tim ra An D9,
thoi d6 1a thoi con bubn tham tan ngdp nghé cac mén loi cia An Po. Con cac
nha bac hoc thi c6 vé khong chi y té¢i An Do. Mét nha truyén gido Hoa Lan &
An Do, Abranham Roger, 1a mot trong nhitng nguwoi dau tién dé y t6i An Do
trong cuén Open door to Hidden Heathendom (1651). Dryden viét mot kich
uyén chuyén vé An Do, kich Aurengzeb (1675), va mot tu si Ao, Fra Paolino de
S. Bartolomeo, cho in hai cuén ngit phéap sancrit va cudn Systema Brahmanicum
(1792). Nam 1789, William Jones, mot nha An D6 hoc danh tiéng dich kich
Shakuntala Kalidasa, ban dich d6 nam 1791 dwgc chuyén qua tiéng Dirc da c6
tac dong manh mé tGi Herder va Goethe, va anh em Schlegel - dnh huéng t6i
toan thé phong trao lang man, phong trao nay hi vong tim lai dwgc & phuong
Pong céi than bi va huyén diéu co ho da bi “thé ki anh sang” [tic thé ki XVIII]
va cai tién bo khoa hoc lam tiéu diét & phwong Tay. Jones lam cho ca thé giGi
ngac nhién khi tuyén bo rang tiéng sanscrit cé6 ho hang hau hét ciing ngén ngit
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chau Au, nhv vay ngudi Au cing mot chung toc v6i nguwdi An thoi cac kinh
Veda, nguoi ta gan nhw cé thé ndi rang tat cd cac mon nhan ching hoc va mén
ngon ngit hoc hién dai xudt phat tiv d6. Nam 1805, tap khao ludn On the Vedas
ctia Colebrooke phat 16 cho chau Au biét nhitng ang van chwong c6 nhét cia An
D0, cling vao khoang do. Anquetil Duperron dich mot ban dich Ba Tw cua bo
Upanishad, nhd vay Schelling va Schopenhauer méi dwoc biét triét hoc An Do
ma Schopenhauer khen la thdm thuy nhét, chwa titng thdy. Hoi do, va mai dén
nam 1826, Burnouf xuat ban cudn Essai sur le Pali, nghién ctu vé tiéng Pali,
nguwoi phuwong Tay co ho chwa biét chit gi vé tw twong Phat gido. Burnouf &
Phap va mon dé ong Max Muller & Anh, da lam cho cac hoc gia, cac nha bao ho
van nghé dich va xuat ban tat ca cac “thanh thw cta phwong Bong”, dong thoi
Rhys David cam cui subt doi gidi thiéu van hoc Phat gido dé bo tiic cong viéc
d6. Chinh nho sy gang sitc do, ngwdi ta nhan thay rang chi mdéi hiéu biét dugc
mdt chiit xiu vé An Do, mic dau nhitng cong trinh ké trén dang coi 1a quan
trong, hién nay kién thitc ctia chiing ta vé van hoc An B khéng hon gi nhitng
kién thitc cda t6 tién ching ta thdi Charlemagne vé van hoc Hi La. Nhung c6 18
nhitng phat kién dep dé dé da lam cho ching ta qua hang hai ma danh gia qua
cao 1gi ich cta chiing chiang. Chung ta ching thdy ddy w? Mot triét gia chau Au
d3 bao “triét hoc An D§ sau sic nhat” va mot tidu thuyét gia danh tiéng da viét:
“T6i khong thay & chau Au va chdu M§ c6 nhitng thi si, nha tw twdng, nha lanh
dao quan ching nao dang dem ra so sanh thoi — chit dirng nén néi la bang — cac
thi si, nha tw twdng, nha 1anh dao quan ching An Do”.

[6] Ttc Afghanistan. (Goldfish).

[7] Thanh pho 16n thit hai ctia Afganistan. (Goldfish).

[8] Bén tiéng Anh ghi la Shimla. (Goldfish).

[9] Bén tiéng Anh ghi la: Rajputana. (Goldfish).

[10] Do tiéng Daskshina (tay phdi) (tiéng La Tinh la dexter). Mot tin do ditng
ng6 vé phia mat trdi moc, sé thay phwong Nam & bén tay phdi, do dé dackshina
co nghia la phvong Nam.
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Will Durant
An D6 va Phat Thich Ca
Nguoi dich: Nguyén Hién Lé
II. NEN VAN MINH CO NHAT?
An D0 thoi tién stt - Mehenjo-Daro — C6 buc nao?

Vao cai thoi ma cac st gia [phwong Tay] tin rang Hi Lap d@ m& man cho van
minh nhan loai, thi chau Au ngdy tho cho ring An D6 song trong canh di man
cho t6i khi cdc dan toc chau Au — anh em trong dong Aryen cua ho - roi bién
Caspienne, tién xuong phiong Nam, truyén khoa hoc va nghé thuat vao ban dao
dé ma dan ching méi bat dau thoat li canh t6i tam ngu mudi. Cac phat kién gan
day da pha tan do twéng lam cho ho phan khéi d6 — ma sau nay chac chac con
nhiéu phat kién khac lam dao 16n cac két luan, t6i trinh bay trong cu6n sach nay.
O An B0 ciing nhw & nhitng noi khac, cac chitng tich ctia budi dau nén van minh
bi chén vui duwdi dat va cac nha khdo c6 cé tén cong dao cudc tdi may ciing
khong thé khai quat, tim hét cho dwgc. Nhitng di tich thoi dai c6 thach khi chat
day trong nhiéu ti kinh cac vién tang c6 Calcutta, Madras va Bombay, tai nhiéu
noi ngwoi ta da dao dugc di tich thoi dai tan thach khi. Nhung do chi la di tich
vé van hod, chua c6 thé goi dugc la van minh.

Nim 1924, c6 nhiéu tin tttc & An Do kich thich cdc nha khao c6 khip thé gidi.
Ong John Marshall loan béo ring cac hoc gia An Do hop tac vGi ong — ddc biét
la 6ng R.D Banerji — da tim thdy & Mohenjo Daro, trén bd phia Tay song Indus -
ha, nhiéu di tich cia mot nén van minh cé vé co hon hét cac nén van minh ma
ching ta dwgc biét cho téi nay. O d6 va Harappa, cach vai trdm cay s6 vé phia
Bac, ho da dao dat va thdy bon nam thanh ph6é chéng chat 1én nhau, c6 may tram
ngoi nha va ctra tiém xay cat bang gach, rat chac chan, cé ngéi gom may tirng
lau, hét thay déu sap hang hai bén nhitng con duwdng rong hodc nhitng ngd hep.
Ong John néi vé thoi dai ctia nhitng ngdi nha dé nhw sau:
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Nhirng phdt kién do chitng to rdng ba bén ngan ndm trudc cbng nguyén, & mién
Sihdh (cvc Bdc tinh Bombay) va ¢ mién Pendjab nita dd c6 mét doi song thanh
thi rat hoat dong, nhiéu nha cé giéng, phong tam, lai co mét hé thong dan nuéc
phtic tap, nhw vdy la nguoi dan thoi do da cé mét 16i song, mot dia vi xd hoi it
nhat ciing bang ddn Sumérie thoi c6, va cao hon ddn Babylone va Ai Cdp dong
thoi véi ho. Ngay ¢ Ur, nha cira xdy cat cting tho so hon & Mohenjo Daro.

Di chi khdo c6 Moenjo-daro
duwgc UNESCO cong nhdn la di sdn thé gidi vao ndm 1980.

Tai nhitng thanh phé chong chat 1én nhau dé, ngudi ta dao dugc nhitng vat duwdi
day: do dung lat vat trong nha, do rira madt va tam, nhitng do sanh hodc khong
men hodc c6 men nhiéu mau, cé thi nan bang tay, c6 thit tién, nhitng do bang
dat nung, nhitng con tho 10, quan c@, nhitng dong tién c6 hon hét thay cac thi
tién ctia ching ta dugc biét, trén mot ngan con dau hau hét 1a duc khac va mang
nhitng chi* tvgng hinh khong ai biét 1a chi gi, nhitng do st rat tot, nhitng phién
da cham tr6 nghé thuat cao hon nghé thuat Sumérie, nhitng binh khi va dung cu
bang dong, va mot kiéu xe hai banh bang dong (kiéu xe c6 banh c6 nhat cho tGi
hién nay), nhitng vong vang, bac deo vao c6 chan hodac c6 tay va nhiéu doé trang
sttc khac. Ong Marshall khen 13 “lam rat khéo, danh béng t6i ndi ngudi ta c6
cam twdng rang mai 1dy ra & mot tiém kim hoan dwong Bond Street dem ra, chi
khong ngo la da dao & trong mot can nha xdy cat tif nam ngan nam tredc”.
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biéu nay mdi la lung, nhitng vat dao & 16p dwdi, nghé thuat lai tién bé hon
nhitng vat & 16p trén. Co6 nhitng vat bang da, bang dong hodc déng do lam cho ta
ngo rang nén van minh song Indus dé thudc vao mét thoi chuyén tiép tir thoi dai
thach khi qua thoi dai dong do. Do d6 ngudi ta c6 thé két luan rang van minh
Mohenjo Daro da lén tdi tot dinh khi vua Cheops Ai Cap cho xdy cat kim ty
thap vi dai dau tién, rang Mohenjo Daro da cé nhitng lién lac vé thwong mai, ton
gido va nghé thuat véi cac xit Sumérie va Babylonie[1], va nén van minh dé da
ton tai ba ngan nam cho t&i thé ki thi ba tredc cong nguyén[2].

Nhung chiing ta van chwa c6 thé néi dwgc rang nén van minh Mohenjo Daro ¢6
thiye nhw Marshall nghi, 12 nén vin minh c6 nhat khéng. Nhung khéo citu vé An
Do thoi tién sit méi chi la bat dau, mdéi trong thoi ching ta, cac nha khao c6 dao
dugc cac co tich & Ai Cap, r6i qua mién Mésopotamie, t§i An Pg. C6 thé chic
rang khi dao cac 16p dit @ An Do ciing ki nhw & Ai Cap, nguoi ta sé thdy mot
nén van minh c6 hon van minh Ai Cap nita[3].

[1] C6 nhitng lién lac d6 vi chiing ta thdy nhiéu con dau giong nhau & Mohenjo
Daro va & Sumérie (dic biét & Kish), lai thdy hinh con Naga — rdn An D6 ¢
mao trum dau — trén nhitng con dau c6 nhat & mién Mésopotamie. Nam 1932,
tién si Henri Frankfort da dao dugc & gan Baghdad nhitng con dau ma 6ng cho
rang da nhap cang tir Mohenjo Daro qua, khoang 2000 nam tridc cong nguyeén.
Ong John Marshall ciing nghi nhu vay.

[2] Macdonell cho rang nén van minh ki di dé6 goc & Sumérie chuyén qua, Hall,
ngwoc lai, cho ring Sumérie chiu anh hwdng ctia vin minh An Do. Wooley bao
Sumérie va An Do cling chung mét noi giéng va cling chiu anh hwéng mot nén
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van minh xudt phat & mién Béloutchistan hodc gan dau day. Cac nha khdo co
hoc thdy rang nhitng con dau giong nhau dao dugc Babylonie va An Do thudc
vao giai doan dau van minh Sumérie va giai doan cu6i van minh Indus, vay thi
An D6 d3 van minh trwdc Sumérie. Con Childe thi mudn két luan ring bon ngan
nam treéc cong nguyén, nén van minh vat chat cia Abydos, Ur hodac Mohenjo
Daro c6 thé so sanh dwoc véi nén van minh Athéne thoi Périclés... Cit xét kién
tric nha &, hinh khac trén con dau, vé dep cac do sanh thi nén van minh Indus
khodng ba ngan nam trudc cong nguyén tién bo hon van minh Babylonie va cé
thé sém hon nhiéu cac nén van minh khéc.

Vay thi ta c6 thé ty héi: cac phat minh ctia nén van minh Sumérie c6 thye la doc
déo, phét sinh trén dit Babylonie khong, hay chi bit chudc An Do? Néu la bat
chwéce thi dan toc Sumérien cé phai goc gac tir song Indus qua khong, hoac &
mot mién nao gan soéng Indus, trong khu vire anh hwéng An D6? Chua ai tra 16i
nhitng cau hoi d6 dugc, nhung nhitng cau héi do cling nhac ta rang hién nay sy
hiéu biét ctia chung ta con kém lam, va mot cudn sach vé van minh danh phai
bat dau tir mét giai doan nhan loai da kha tdn bo roi, chit khéng thé bat dau tw
nguon goc, tir budi dau dugc.

[3] M¢éi day nguoi ta dao dugc & gan Chitaldrug trong tiéu quéc Mysore, sau
16p vé sau giai doan lién tiép cia mot nén van minh da bi chén vui, tiv nhitng do
thuOc thoi dai thach khi, nhitng do6 sanh t6 diém xuat hién vao khoang 4000 nam
tredc cong nguyeén, tdi nhitng vat maéi nhat, vao khoang 1200 sau c6ng nguyén.
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Will Durant
An D§ va Phat Thich Ca
Nguoi dich: Nguyén Hién Lé
III. DAN TOC AN-ARYEN
Tho dan... - Dan tdc xam lang — Ché d6 cong dong & lang — Céc tap cap —
Chién si — Tu si — Thuong nhan — céng nhan — Tho - Bon ngoai cap: & ngoai tap
cap.

Mac dau c6 nhitng phat kién gan day ¢ mién Sindh [1]_va mién Mysore, chiing
ta cling van 10 m@ cam thay rang tir cai thoi ric rd cua van minh Mohejo Daro
cho t&i khi ngudi Aryen vo An D6, sy hiéu biét cia ta c6 mot 16 héng 16n, néi
nhu vay thi ding hon: su hiéu biét cia ching ta vé di vang chi la mot 16 hong
trong cai dot ménh mong cuia ta thoi. Trong s6 nhitng vat ta tim dugc ¢ mién
Indus, c6 mot con dau gom hai rén, d6 1a biéu twgng c6 nhat ctia dan tdc An D9,
dan toc Naga [2].tho rin ma nguoi Aryen di gip & Bic An D, va hién nay con
mot sO it song heo hat trong nhitng noi héo lanh nhat trén ritng nti mién do.
Tién vé phuwong Nam, dan ching c6 nuwéc da sam hon, miii 16n, rong ngay nay
chiing ta goi 1a dan Dravidien, mac du khong hiéu nghia tiéng nay. Khi bi nguoi
Aryen xam chiém, dan toc Dravidien da van minh r6i, bon thwong nhan can
trrong cta ho da vuot bién téi Sumérie, Babylone, va thanh phé cta ho da ruc
rd, 16i song da phong nha. Hinh nhw ngudi Aryen da mwon ctia ho ché dé cong
dong & lang x6m, chinh sach dién dia va thué khod. Ngay nay mién Deccan van
con gitt dugc huyét thong, ngon ngit, van hoc va nghé thuat Draviden.

Cudc xam lang dé ctuia nguwoi Aryen chi la mot giai doan ctia mot trao Ivu nam
tién ct xuat hién déu déu, dé la mot trao lwu chinh trong lich st nhan loai c
nhip nhang lén xuéng, tao nén nhiéu nén van minh réi lai huy diét nhitng nén
van minh dé: nguwoi Aryen 6 at xam lang nguoi Crétois va Egéen, nguoi
Germain xam ling ngudi La M4, ngudi Lombard xam ling ngudi Y va nguoi
Anh xam chiém khap thé gidi. Thoi nao cling vay, phwong bac cling san xuat
nhiéu nha lanh ty, nhiéu danh twéng, phirong Nam san xudt nhiéu nghé si va cac
vi thanh, con hang ngwoi hién lanh thi dugc sung swéng.
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Bon Aryen xam lang d6 goc gac & dau? Ho cho cai tén Aryen do6 c6 nghia la cao
thwong, qui phdi (tiéng Sancrit arya la cao thwgng, qui phai) nhung c6 1& do chi
la mot cach giai thich bia ra cho mon ngon nglt hoc hoc bua thém mot chut vui
twoi[3]. Du sao thi ciing c6 thé gan tin chac rang ho goc gac & bo bién
Caspienne va nguoi Ba Tu cung huyét thong véi ho, hoi xwa goi mién bg bién
do6 1a Airyana-vaejo — nha cta ngudi Aryen[4]. Gan dung vao thdi ngudi Aryen
Kassite chiém Babylone thi ngudi Aryen Védique bit dau xam nhap An Po.

Sv thuc nhitng ngudi Aryen do la dan di tra hon la ké xam lang (cling nhw
nguwdi Germain khi chiém Y). Nhung ho khoé manh, dai stc, dn uéng nhiéu, tho
bao, can dam, chién dau giéi, cho nén ching bao lau lam chi ca Bac An. Ho
dung cung tén, cha twéng mdc do giap, chién xa, st dung riu biia va gido mac.
Ho con thd 16 qu4, khong biét gia nhan gia nghia tuyén b rang cai tri An Do dé
khai hod An B§. Ho chi muén chiém duwgc dét cay, nhiéu dong cé cho bo, ngua,
va khi ra tran ho ho hét khong phéi dé dé cao tinh than dan toc, quoc gia gi ca,
ma chi dé ho hao “chiém cho dwgc nhiéu bo”. Lan 1an ho tién qua phia Déng
song Indus va doc theo song Gange cho tGi khi lam chu dwgc hoan toan coi
Hindoustan[5].

Qua giai doan xam lang roi, t6i giai doan t6 chitc khai thac, cay btra. Cac bd lac
cta ho hop nhau lai thanh nhitng tiéu qudc, moi tiéu qudc c6 mot 6ng vua ma
quyén hanh bi mot hoi dong chién si han ché, moi bo lac cling c6 mot ngudi
cam dau goi la raja ma quyén hanh cling bi mot hoi dong bo lac han ché, sau
cuing moi bo lac gobm nhiéu lang cong dong twong doi tu tri do mot hoi dong gia
toc cai tri. Phat Thich Ca c6 lan héi Ananda (A Nan), dé t& than tin ctia Ngai:
“Con c6 nghe cac ngwoi Vajjian thwong tu hop véi nhau va dy cac budi hop
cong cong cua thi toc ho khong?... Ananda nay, cac nguoi Vajjian ma con tu hop
v&i nhau, con du cac cudc hop thi toc nhw vay ngay nao thi chac chan la ho con
thinh virgng ngay ndy chitr khong suy vi dau”.
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Ciing nhr moi dan toc khac, nguwoi Aryen cdm ca sy dong toc két hon lan su
chung ngoai két hon, nghia la khong dwgc két hon vGi ngwoi trong ho gan ma
cling khong dugc két hon véi nguwdi ngoai thi toc. T nhitng qui tac d6 ma phat
sinh ra ché do dic biét nhat dwdi ddy ctia An Do: bi chim ngap trong s6 thé dan
dong hon ho nhiéu ma ho khinh la mot giong thdp hén hon ho, ngwoi Aryen
phai cdm cac cudc két hon véi tho dan dé giir cho khéi bi lai, néu khong thi chi
mot hai thé ki sé bi tho dan dong hod, thu hit hét ma mat giong. Dau tién, sw
phan chia dang cap dwa theo mau da[6]: mot bén la giong mdi dai, mot bén la
giong nguwoi mdi tet, mot bén la dan Aryen, mot bén la dan toc Naga va
Dravidien, phdi theo qui tac két hon véi nguwoi cung dong giong. Ngay nay co
biét bao tap cap dung trén di truyén, dong giong, nghé nghiép, thoi co6 khong co
vay. Ngay nguoi Aryen thoi xwa, hon nhan cling dugc ty do gilta ké sang nguoi
hén, mién la cing dong giong ma dirng la ba con gan giii qua.

Ciing vao khoang ma An Do tir thdi Veda (2000-1000) chuyén qua thdi dai “anh
hung” (1000-500), nghia la ttr nhitng hoan canh sinh hoat ta trong cac kinh Veda
chuyén qua nhitng hoan canh sinh hoat ta trong cac tap anh hung ca Mahabhara
ta va Ramayana, thi cac nghé nghiép cling hod ra chuyén mén va cang ngay
cang c6 tinh cach cha truyén con noéi, do dé6 ma sy phan chia tap cap[7] cang hoa
ra nghiém khic hon. O trén cao nhét 1a tap cap Kshatriya, tic chién si, ho cho
chét trén sa trudng mai la vinh, chét trén givong la c6 toi.

Trong cac budi dau, chinh vua chiia ¢t hanh cac cudc 1é ton gido (vua ciing la
gido truong): cac nguwoi Brahamane [Ba La Mon], tdéc tu si, chi dong cac vai
phu. Trong tap Ramayana, mdt Kshatriya cyc Iyc phan déi cudc két hon ctia mot
“thiéu nit cao khiét” dong chién si véi mot “tu si Ba La Mon bém mép”, cac
sach dao Jain cling chdp nhan rang tap cap Kshatriya cao qui hon ca, con cac
sach dao Phat cho bon Ba La Mon la “ti tién” nita. Ngay @ An D9, tap tuc cling
c6 thé thay dai.
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Nhuwng lan hét chién tranh t&i hoa binh, can phat trién canh ndong ma ton gido rat
c6 ich cho canh nong, chi cho dan cach cau Troi phu ho cho khéi bi cac tai va
bat ngo, cho nén cang ngay cang quan trong vé phuong dién xa hoi, cac dién lé
cang ngay cang phién phitc thém, bay gid can c6 mot hang ngudi chuyén mén
lam trung gian giita ngwdi va cac vi qui than, nén tap cap Ba La Mén dong lén,
giau c6 1én, uy quyén tang 1én. Lanh nhiém vu gido duc thanh nién, ho truyén
miéng lai lich s, van hoc va cac luat l1é cia giong giong cho cac thé hé sau,
thanh thtt ho c6 thé tai tao lai di vang va chuan bi twong lai theo y ho, ho day do
cac thé hé méi, bat moi thoi phai ton trong thém céc tu si, rét cudc ho tao dugc
uy tin cho tap cap ho, va lan lwgt ho vt 1én trén cac tap cap khac trong xa hoi
An P6. Ngay tir thoi Phat Thich Ca ho di phd dwgc wu thé cua tip cap
Kshatriya, cho rang thap kém hon ho, tinh thé muén dao 16n, Phat Thich Ca bao
hai quan diém do (cta tap cdp Ba La Mo6n va cda tap cdp Kshatriya) déu cé li
mot phan. Tuy nhién thoi Phat Thich Ca, bon Kshatriya chwa chiu nhan uy thé
tinh than cia bon Ba La Mo6n va chinh trong phong trao Phat gido, do mot
Kshatriya gay nén, chién ddu vdi bon Ba La M6n ca ngan nam dé gianh quyén
t6i thwong vé ton gido tai An Do.

O duwdi tap cap thiéu s6 théng tri d6, cdc gidi: Vaisya gobm nhitng thwong nhan
va dan ty do (nghia la khong phai la no 1€), ma truéc thoi Phat Thich Ca, chwa
thanh mat tap cap ro rét, gidi Shudra hay lao dong gom dai da s6 dan ching, va
sau cung la giGi Paria, ti tién, & ngoai cac tap cap, gom nhitng bo lac thé dan
khong cdi t6, nhu bo lac Chandala, nhitng tu binh, nhitng ké bi t6i ma thanh no
1é. Nhém nguoi “ngoai tap cap”, m@i dau khéng nhiéu gi 1am, 1a to tién cia bén
chuc triéu tién dan (intouchable) & An D6 hién nay.

https://thuviensach.vn



[1] Sindh, cling nhw Mohenjo Daro, nay thudc ctia Pakistan. (Goldfish).

[2] Naga: thé dan An trudc khi nguoi Aryen t6i; cling tré rong than hodc rin
than ma thé dan d6 tho. (Theo dt An, Hoi).

[3] Theo Monier William, Aryen do tiéng sanscrit Ri-ar bién ra, ri-ar la cay
rudng so sanh vdi tiéng La Tinh aratrum la IwGi cay, arca la khoang trong. Theo
thuyét do thi aryen héi dau khong tré mot nha qui phai ma tré mot nong dan.

[4] Trong mot ban hiép wdc ki gitta dan toc Aryen hittite va dan toc Aryen
mittanien, ¢ dau thé ki XIV truedc cong nguyén, ching ta thay ghi tén cac vi than
o rang la cua An Db thoi kinh Veda (Phé ba) nhv Indra, Mithra, Varuna; tuc Ba
Tw 1am 18 uéng nwdc cdy haoma ciing gidng tuc An Do thoi Veda lam 1& udng
nuwdc ngot ctia cay soma. Ta nhan thdy chit s sanscrit twong tng véi chiv h Ba Tw
ngilt, soma chuyén thanh haoma ciling nhv sindhu chuyén qua thanh hindu. Do
dé ta c6 thé két luan rang cac dan tdc Mittaniene, Hittite, Kassite, Sogdien,
Bactrien, Méde, Ba Tw va cac ngudi Aryen xam chiém An D6 déu 1a nhitng chi
clia mot noi giong “An —Au” rai rac khip chung quanh b bién Caspiene.

[5] Nguwoi Ba Tw hoi xwa ding tiéng Hindoustan dé tré mién An Do & phia Bic
song Narbuddah.

[6] Tiéng An dung dé tr6 ding cap la varna cé nghia 1a mau sic. Réi sau cac
nha du hanh B6 Pao Nha dung tiéng casta cé nghia la thuan khiét.

[7] Chung t6i dich chi¥ caste 1a tdp cdp, dé phan biét vGi classe ma ching ta da
dich la giai cdp. Tdp c6 nghia la tiép néi (nhw trong thé tdp, tdp dm); to tién &
trong caste nao thi con chau ciing ¢ trong caste do. Trai lai, cha ¢ trong classe
lao dong, con c6 thé & trong classe tw san, hodc nguwgc lai, cung mot ngwoi lic
tré nghéo & trong classe lao dong, vé gia, giau cé roi, nhdy 1én classe tw san.
Caste va classe khac nhau ¢ do. (ND).
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Will Durant
An D§ va Phat Thich Ca
Nguoi dich: Nguyén Hién Lé
IV. XA HQI AN-ARYEN
Dan du muc — Nong dan — Cong nhan — Thuwong nhan — Tién té va tin dung
— Luan li — Hon nhan — Phu nit

Nhitng nguoi Aryen do song ra sao? Méi dau ho song nhd chién tranh va cudp
béc, roi nhd chan nudi, cay bira, va cac tiéu cong nghé cling giéng nhw cac tiéu
cong nghé chau Au thdi Trung c6, vi ching ta c6 thé bao ring tir thoi dai tan
thach khi cho t6i cu6c cach mang ki nghé tao nén nén kinh té hién thoi cta
ching ta, doi song hang ngay cuda loai ngwdi dau cling nhv nhau, khong c6 gi
thay d6i. Ngudi An-Aryen nudi bo cay va vit sita bo, khong coi bo 1a mét linh
vat, va hé c6 thé kiém dugc thit thi cit an, sau khi dang mot vai miéng cho céc tu
si hodc cac vi than. Nguwoi ta ngo rang Phat Thich Ca sau khi nhin an trong hoi
tré, vé gia an thit heo, bgi thwc ma tich (trong cuén Mahatma Gandhi cua Gray,
R.M. va Parekh, MC). Ho tréng lia mach nhung hinh nhu trong thoi dai Veda
[1]_, ho chwa biét trong ltia. Rudng la cua cong, phan phat cho mdi gia dinh
trong lang nhung céng viéc dan thuy nhdp dién thi lam chung, tuyét nhién
khong dugc ban ruéng dat cho ngwoi lang khac va chi dugc truyén lai cho con
trai, chau trai thoi. Pai da s6 dan chiing la tiéu ndng cay cay ldy rudng ctia minh,
nguwoi Aryen rat tdm cai 16i lam viéc lanh tién cong. Ta c6 thé tin rang thdi do
khong c6 dai dién chud, khong c6 ké nghéo qua, khong c6 bon triéu phu ciing
khong c6 nhitng tup liéu ban thiu.

Tai cac chau thanh, cé bon thg thu céng doc 1ap va bon tap nghé, ho lam du moi
nghé lat vat, cd ngan nam tredc cong nguyén ho da biét td chirc chat ché thanh
cac phuvong: phuong kim thudc, phuong moc, phwong da, phuong da, phuwong
nga, phuwong dan thing mung, son nha, trang hoang, lam do6 gom, nhudom, danh
cda, chéo ghe, san ban, danh bay, lam do6 té, lam mtt, cao rdu, dim bop, ban hoa,
lam bép. Nhw vay ta thdy doi séng ctia ho kha phat trién. Phuwong tw qui dinh 1y
cong viéc lam an va co6 khi con lam trong tai x& cac cudc xich mich trong gia

https://thuviensach.vn


http://thuvien.vnthuquan.net/addmaster/themvao.asp#_ftn1

dinh, trong phudng nita. Cling nhw & chau Au, gi4 ca khéng tuy theo luat cung
cau, nguwoi ban noéi thach ma ké nao ngd ngan thi phai mua dat, tuy nhién & triéu
dinh cling c6 mot vién chitc xem xét cac mon hang va dinh gia ban cho nguoi
san xuat.

Trén b, giao thong va chuyén chd dung nguwa va xe bo hai banh, nhung ciling
nhv thdi Trung ¢ & chdu Au, c6 ca ngan ndi tric trd: t6i bién gidi cia mot tidu
quodc, cac thuwong doan phai tra thué rat nang, ay la chwa ké phai déng tién mai
16 cho bon luc 1am nita! Trén thuy, sw chuyén chd phat trién hon. Khoang 860
tre@c cong nguyeén, cac tau buéom nhé thoi, dung rat nhiéu mai chéo chd cac tho
san ddc biét qua ban & Mésopotamie, A Rap, Ai Cap: hwong thom, hwong liéu,
to lua, bong vai, khan san, sa luwgt, tran chau, hong ngoc, mun, go qui, gam théu
ngan tuyén, kim tuyén.

Vi cach thitc trao do6i bat tién nén thuwong mai khong phat trién: mdi dau dung
cach doi chac bang hién vat sau dung gia sic lam ban vi, cac cau phai mua vg
bing bo, thidu nit An D6 thdi xua ciing nhw cic “c6 dem bo vé cho cha me”
trong truyén Homeére. Sau cung ngudi ta dung mot thi tién dong rat nang, chi
duwgc tv nhan dam béao thoi. Khong cé ngan hang, tién danh dum dwoc thi gidu
trong nha, chon duéi dat hoac giao cho ban than gitr dum. T&i thai Thich Ca,
nguoi ta bat dau dung tin dung: thwong nhan & cac tinh khac nhau giao tin dung
trang cho nhau. Va doi khi ngwoi ta c6 thé vay tién cua ho, 1di 18 phan moi nam,
ho cling dung nhiéu héi phiéu. Hé thong tién té d6 khong lam nan long cac con
bac va nhitng con tho 10 da thanh mot vat can thiét cho van minh. C6 nhiéu khi
nha vua mé song bac cho dan ching nwéng tién — y nhu Monaco ngay nay — dé
cho quéc khd thém doéi dao. Chung ta cé thé cho nhuw vay la xdu xa vi ngay nay
ching ta khong quen thdy chinh phti lam tién dan cach do.

Trong cong cudc lam an budn ban, nguoi An Do thoi Veda rat lwong thién. Cac
vua chia thaoi d6, cling nhw vua chia Hi Lap thoi Homere, nhiéu khi an cuép bo
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lan nhau, nhung str gia Hi Lap chép cac chién dich cta Alexandre, khen nguai
An D0 1a “rat liém khiét, rat biét 18 phai trai, it khi kién nhau, va rat lwong thién,
ctta khong phai cai then, giao hen v&i nhau khong phai lam gidy, va trung thuc
rat muc”. Trong Rig Veda c6 néi t6i toi loan luan, théi ve van, mai dam, pha
thai, gian dam, c6 ca vai trwong hgp dong tinh ai nita, nhung cam twéng chung
khi doc cac kinh Veda va cac anh hung treong ca la doi séng trong gia dinh va
sy giao thiép gitta trai gai An Do thoi dé rat dang hoang.

Muobn cé vg, ngudi ta c6 thé mua hodc cuwdp doat, hodc ve van ra ré. Cach sau
cung khong dwgc phu nit wa, ho cho rang khong dwgc vé vang bang cach th
nhat ma cling khong thich thu bang cach thi nhi. Ché do da thé dugc chap nhan,
va trong gigi sang trong con duwgc khuyén khich nita: nudi dugc nhiéu vog, dé
duwgc nhiéu con dé noi doi la diéu dang khen. Truyén nang Draupadi cuwdi mot
lic nam 6ng chong anh em rudt thit véi nhau, la mot treong hgp cta cai tuc da
phu ki cuc trong cac ban anh hung ca, tuc d6 con lwu truyén & Tich lan t¢i nam
1859 va hién nay con sét lai & vai lang trong mién son cuwéc Tay Tang. Nhung
ché d6 da thé thinh hanh hon. Pé 1a dac quyén cua gidi dan 6ng c6 moi quyén
hanh d6c doan trong gia dinh, cé thé néi vg, con la s& hitu vat cta ho, trong mot
vai treong hop, ho ¢6 quyén ban vg, dg con hodc “twdc tap cap” cta vg con.

Tuy nhién thoi Veda, phu nit An Do dugc hwdng nhiéu ty do hon cac thdoi sau
nhiéu lam. Mdc du bi cac hinh thitc hén nhan b6 budc, ho c6 quyén duge chon
chong. Ho dugc dw cac budi hoi he, khiéu vii va cing véi dan 6ng lam té 1. Ho
c6 thé di hoc va nhuw Gargi[2], tranh luan vé triét 1i. Chong chét, ho cé thé tai
gia. Trong thoi dai nguoi ta goi la “thoi dai anh hung”, phu nit co h6 mat mot
phan nhitng tw do d6. Nguwoi ta khong cho ho hoc héi nita, 14y 1€ rang “dan ba
hoc kinh Veda thi quoc gia sinh hon don”, cac qua phu it tai gia hon trude, tuc
purdah bat dau xudt hién, dan ba phai cdm cung, khong dé cho dan ong thay
mat, di ngoai dwong hodc ngoi xe phai deo khan voan, va tuc qua phu phai hoa
thiéu theo chong, thdi Veda chwa c6, Itic nay da bat dau pho bién. Ngudi dan ba
li twong thoi nay la ngwoi dan ba ta trong anh hung ca Ramayana: nang Sita
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trung thanh xudt gia tong phu, mot muc khim ntim vang 16i chéng cho tgi sudt
doi, can dam chia sé moi canh gian nan vé&i chong.

[1] Thoi cac kinh Veda xuat hién, khoang 1000 nam tredc cong nguyeén.

[2] MOt nit triét gia thoi Veda (coi tiét VII @ sau).
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Will Durant
An D6 va Phat Thich Ca
Nguoi dich: Nguyén Hién Lé
V. TON GIAO TRONG CAC KINH VEDA
Ton gido tién Veda — Cac than linh thdi Veda — Than thanh va luan i —
Truyén khai thién 1ap dia - Linh hon bat diét — Giét ngya té than

T6n gido c6 nhat cia An Do hién nay chiing ta dwoc biét 1a ton gido ma ngudi
Aryen thdy dan t6c Naga theo khi ho méi xam chiém An D9, ton gido d6 hién
nay con sot lai trong vai noi héo lanh. Hinh nhu né gom mot s6 tin ngudng vé
linh hon, vé vat t6. Nguwoi Naga thd vo so than: than da, than cdy, than gdu, than
cop, than song, than nti, than tinh ti. Ran ciing la nhitng than twgng trung cho
strc truyén chuing cua giong duwc, va cay bo dé cuaa Phat gido la di tich cta sy ton
sting cac cdy cao bong ca rit pho bién & An Do thoi thuong c6. Naga 1a rong
than, Hanuman la than khi, Nandi la bo mong than, Yaksha la cay than, hét thay
cac than thoi tién st d6 déu dwogc ton gido An Do giit lai tron dé thd. C6 than
thién ma cling c6 than ac. Muon khéi bi cac than ac am, hanh ha lam hoa dién,
hoa dau thi phéi dung phuong thuéat, do d6 ma kinh Atharva-veda chép rat nhiéu
bai chi. Phai doc than chu dé co6 con, dé khoi say thai, dé song lau, dé khoi bi tai
nan bénh tat, dé nga duwoc, dé diét dwgc hodc dé lam nan long ké thu.

Céac vi than dau tién trong cac kinh Veda la cac sttc manh thién nhién: trgi, mat
troi, dat, Itta, anh sang, gio, nwdc va sinh thyc khi. Than Dayus (téc nhu than
Zeus cua Hi Lap va than Jupiter cia La Ma), méi dau chinh la troi, va tiéng
sanscrit deva (nguon goc cua tiéng Phap divin)[1] ki thuy chi c6 nghia la ryc 8.
R6i ngudi ta nhan cach hoa nhitng vat d6 ma cho c¢6 thi vi va tao ra v6 so than:
chang han nhu troi thanh cha: Varuna, dat thanh me: Prithivi, troi dat giao hoan
v0i nhau, sinh ra may mwa, nhd mwa ma cé thdo moc. Chinh mua ciing la mot vi
than: Parjanya, Agni la than Itra, Vayu la than gi6, Rudra la than gi6 doc gay ra
cac bénh dich, Indra la than dong t6, Ushas la than rang dong, Sitha la than
ludng cay, Suria, Mithra, hodc Vichnou déu la than mat trdi, Soma mot linh thao
c6 nuwéc ngot lam cho than va ngwdi udng déu say, cling la mot vi than nira, than
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vui tinh lam cho con ngudi hoda ra khoan dung, nhan tw, hiéu biét nhau, vui doi,
c6 thé lam cho ngwdi treong sinh bat tir nita. Dan tdc nao cling vay, thi ca xuat
hién trudc ro6i mdéi téi van xudi. Vat duwge nhan cach hoa, ma nhitng ditc tinh hoa
thanh nhitng vat, tinh ti* thanh danh twr, hinh dung ti thanh danh twr chi tén than.
Mat troi thanh mot vi than, Savitar, nudi song van vat, mat troi choi loi thanh
mot vi than khac, than Vivasvat, than Chéi loi, r6i mat trdi cling lai thanh vi
than Prajapati, chu té moi sinh vat[2].

Trong mot thai gian, vi than quan trong nhat trong kinh Veda la Agni than Ia.
Agni la ngon Itra linh thiéng boc 1én nhw dé cau nguyén troi, la lan chép trén
khong trung, la nguén song néng hai, la tinh than cta thé gigi. Nhung vi than
dwgc sung bai nhat thoi dé 1a than Indra, than sdm va dong t6. Vi chinh than
Indra ban nhitng “cam vii” cho dan An-Aryen, nhitng trdn mwa ma ho con qui
hon mat troi nita, ho coi Indra la vi than t6i thwgng dang cta ho, ciing 1a hitu Ii.
Khi ra tran, ho cau nguyén than sam giip ho va ho hinh dung than sam c6
nhitng nét mot vi anh hung khong 16, moi bita an mdy tram con bo mong va
udng ca may ao rugu. Dich tha cta Indra la Krishna. Trong cac kinh Veda,
Krishna m&i chi 1a m6t vi than riéng ctia bo lac Krishna. Thoi do, ngay than mat
troi Vichnou ciing chi la mot vi than hang nhi. Hai than d6 khong ngd sau nay
c6 mot twong lai rwe rd. Cai 1gi ich nhat cho ta khi doc cac kinh Veda la dugc
thay trong cac sach c6 do lan lan thanh hinh, cac vi than ra doi, 16n 1én r6i cling
chét theo cac tin nguwdng, tir thuyét linh hon thdi ban so t¢i phiém than gido cé
tinh cach triét li, t* cic mé tin di doan trong kinh Atharva-veda t6&i nhat than
gido rat cao dep trong cac bd Upanishad.

Céac vi than d6é déu c6 nhitng nét, nhitng xtc dong, doi khi ca cai ngu doét cta
con ngwoi nita. M6t vi bi ray ra vi cac 10i cau nguyén cua tin do, tw hoi: “Nén
cho hén cai d6 khong? — Khong, khong nén, dé cho né mét con bo céi - O, ma
tai sao khong cho n6 mot con ngwa? Nhung thuc ra né c6 dang cho minh soma
day khong?”. Nhung ngay tir khodng cudi thoi dai Veda, nhiéu vi than da ton
nghiém rat myc ro6i. Nhuw than Varuna méi dau chi 1a khoang troi trum vii tru ma
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hoi thé gay ra bao t6, y phuc la vom trdi xanh, nho sy bién hoa trong tw twdng
ctia bon ngudi sung bai ma thanh vi than dao ditc nhat, li twéng nhat trong cac
kinh Veda: than d6 c6 mot con mat vi dai, tirc mat trdi, giam thi thé gigi, thuwdng
nguwoi thién, phat ké ac va tha thit nhitng ké nao cau nguyén minh. Nhu vay
Varuna nhu thé mot vi than bao vé va thi hanh “thién dao vinh vién” goi la Rita.
M¢i dau dao nay da tao ra cac tinh ti va bat cac tinh ti phai van hanh ding con
duong da vach san, roi Ian lan dao d6 thanh nhitng qui tac chi cong, cai nhip
diéu tinh than va thudc vé vii tru ma ai ciing phai theo, néu khong thi la bo cai
duwong chinh try'c ma sé bi tieu diét.

S6 cac vi than ct ting hoai, mdi ngdy méi dong, va ngudi An Do ty hoi vi nao
da tao ra thé gidi. Luc thi ho bao than Agni, lic lai bao than Indra, hoac than
Soma, than Prajapati. Mot bo Upanishad chép vé mot vi than sinh ra muon loai
nhu sau:

Thuc ra vi dé khéng biét vui la gi hét, chi riéng vi do la khéng vui, 1é loi, thiéu
mot ban doi. Vi thdn do to I6n bdng mét nguoi dan 6ng va mot nguoi dan ba 6m
chdt ldy nhau. Vi than do6 lam cho than thé minh rét ra lam hai phan: mét phan
thanh mét nguoi dan 6ng (pati) va mét phdan thanh mét nguoi dan ba (patnie).
Vi vdy ma cai ban ngd nhu chi c6 mét nira... Nguoi dan 6ng an ai voi nguoi dan
ba, do d6 ma c6 loai ngudi. R6i nguoi dan ba nghi bung: “Minh la mét phan
cua dnh tdch ra ma sao dnh dam an di véi minh? Minh phdi tron di méi duoc”.
Va nguoi dan ba thanh con bo cdi. Nguoi dan 6ng thanh con bo mong. Bo mong
va bo cdi giao hgp véi nhau ma sinh ra mét bdy bo. R6i nang lai thanh con
ngua cdi, chang thanh con nguwa dyc. Nang thanh con lira cdi, chang thanh con
Itra duc. Do do ma co lodi stc vat co mong. Nang thanh con dé cai, chang thanh
con dé duc. Ctr nhw vdy ma sinh ra van vdt, cho tdi lodi kién. Than do ty biét:
“Ta thuc da tao ra hét thdy vi van vdt tw ta ma ra”. Do dé ma cé muén lodi.

Poan do6 chira tat ca thuyét phiém than va thuyét luan hoi. Hoa cong véi van vat
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chi la mét, van vat va moi hinh thé sinh hoa chi la mét hinh thé nay do mot hinh
thé trudce kia chuyén qua, sé di ta twdng nhu hai chi vi da cé su thay déi bé
ngoai ma gidc quan chung ta khong da nhan ra dugc cai ban thé ¢ bén trong.
Quan niém dé madc dau da dwgc dién ra trong cac bo Upanishad, nhung & thoi
dai Veda, van chva thanh tin ngung ctia dan ching, dan toc An-Aryen ciing
nhu dan toc Aryen & Ba Tu thoi d6 chua tin thuyét luan hoi ma chi méi tin rang
ca nhan bat diét. Sau khi chét, linh hon hoac bi tritng phat chiu canh doa day,
hodc song trong canh hanh phic bat tuyét, duge than Varuna dwa t6i mét vuc
tham t0i tam twa nhw dia nguc, hodc dugc than Yama dat Ién troi noi dé6 hudng
da nhitng thi vui trén tran mot cach vinh vién. B6 Upanishad Katha c6 cau:
“Con nguoi chét di nhw cay lda, roi tai sinh nhw cay lua”.

Theo cho ching t6i biét ngay nay thi ton gido Veda thoi nguyén thuy khong
dung deén, dic twgng, moi khi cling té chi dung mot ban thd mdi, nhw ngusi Ba
Tw thoi Zoroastre, va ngon Itra linh thiéng boc 1én troi nhw dang trgi nhitng 1€
vat cua loai nguoi. Ngay nay con nhitng di tich té rang thdi do co tuc giét ngudi
dé té than nhw hau hét moi nén van minh khac thdi nguyén thuy, nhung di tich
rat hiém va khong dwoc chac chac lam. Ciing nhw ¢ Ba Tuw, thinh thodng nguoi
ta giét ngwa t€ than. Mat tuc ki la nhat la tuc Ashvamedha: hinh nhw ngudi ta tin
rang sau khi giét mot con ngwa dé té than thi con ngwa d6 thanh mot linh vat va
hoang hau két hgp vaGi n6. b6 cung thudng dung nhét la nwdc soma ma ngudi ta
rdy trong khi t&, va bo ni'éc ma ngudi ta do 1én ngon lira. Gan tron budi cing té,
nguoi ta doc toan than chi, néu cing té ding phép thi du an & bat nhan, 10i cau
nguyén cua minh cling duge chitng giam. Nghi thitc té 16 moi ngay moi thém
rac roi, cac thay cung bat tin do phai dong mot so tién rat 16n, va néu khong chiu
déng trudce thi ho khong chiu doc than chd, ho muén an chac va mudn dwoc tra
cong trwdc ca than nita. Ho ty qui dinh moi cudc 1é nao dé phai trd cho ho bao
nhiéu bo hoac ngwa hodc vang, muén dwgc long ho va dwoc long cac vi than thi
khong gi bang vang. Cac Brahmana [Phan Chi] do cac Ba La Mon viét, chi cho
cac thay cing ca nhitng cach lam 1én ra sao dé hai mot tin do nao khong déng
gop du so.
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Moi viéc 1én nho trong doi déu duge cac sach dé qui dinh: trong moi trwong
hgp phai lam Ié nao, theo tuc 1€, nghi tiét nao va hau hét truong hgp nao ciling
phai nho t6i thay ctiing. Lan lan cadc nguwdi Ba La Moén thanh mot dang cap co
nhiéu dac quyén cha truyén con ndi, kiém soat doi song tinh than va tam twdng
doc 1ap va ngan can moi sy cai cach, bién doi.

[1] May chit trong dau ( ) khong c6 trong ban tiéng Anh. Co6 thé la cu Nguyeén
Hién Lé ghi thém, ma cling c6 thé la cu chi dich ding theo ban tiéng Phap.
(Goldfish).

[2] Svu tho than Prajavati sau gan nhw mot nhat than gido cho tdi khi than do6 bi
than Brahma doat dia vi.
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Will Durant
An P va Phat Thich Ca
Nguoi dich: Nguyén Hién Lé
VI. CAC KINH VEDA VE PHUONG DIEN VAN HQOC
Tiéng sanscrit va tiéng Anh — Chi¥ viét — Bon kinh Veda — Kinh Rig Veda —
Mot ban thanh ca vé sy sang tao vii tru

Nghién cttu ngdén ngit An-Aryen 1a mot viéc rat c6 lgi cho ngwdi phwong Tay vi
tiéng Sanscrit 1a mot trong nhitng ngdén ngit 6 nhat trong nhém ngdn ngit An-
Au ma cac ngdn ngit ctia ching ta ¢ trong nhém ndy. Cac danh tit chi s8, cac tir
ngit chi nhitng lién 1é dong ho, va cac tv (mot) nho dat théem vao trong cac cau
ma cac nha ngon ngit hoc goi la copulatif (doi tiép tit) trong cac ngbn ngit
Sanscrit, Hi Lap, La Tinh, Anh, Phap c6 nhiéu diém giong nhau, lam cho ta c6
cam twong la lung nay la cac ngon ngitr d6 gan giii nhau, cing m4t nguon goc
mac dau cach xa nhau vé thoi gian va khéng gian [1]..

Khong c6 nhitng chitng cé gi chac chan rang c6 ngit d6 ma 6ng William Jones
khen la “hoan toan hon tiéng Hi Lap, phong phu hon tiéng La Tinh, tinh nha
hon moi thi¢ tiéng khac” la ngdn ngit (langage parlé), tiéng néi cua bon xam
lang Aryen.

Vay thi bon Aryen nay dung ngon ngit nao? Khong thé biét chac dwgc, nhung
c6 thé doan rang ho dung mot ngon ngit ba con véi thé ngit c6 Ba Tu, tirc ngén
nglt trong Thanh kinh Avesta[2] ctia Ba Tw. Tiéng sanscrit trong cdc kinh Veda
va cac anh hung ca da c6 nhitng dau hiéu ctia mot ngén ngit cd dién va van
chuong, chi c6 cac hoc gia va tu si dung t6i, chinh tt ngt sanscrit c6 nghi la
“stra soan, trong sach, hoan toan, thiéng liéng”. Thoi Veda, dan ching khong
phai chi n6i mot thit tiéng ma no6i nhiéu thit tiéng, moi b lac c6 mot thé am
Aryen. TU xva téi gior, An D chwa bao gid c6 mot ngon ngit théng nhat.
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Khong c6 doan nao trong cac kinh Veda cho ta ngd duwgc rang tac gia da biét
chir viét. Mai t6i thé ki thit VIII hodc th IX tredc cdng nguyén, bon thuwong
nhan An, c6 1& 1a ngusi Dravidien méi dem tir Tdy A vé mot thi chit viét
sémitique, twa nhuw chit viét phénicien ma hdi d6 ngwdi An goi 1a “chit caa
Brahma”, tir thit chit viét d6, sau nay ho tao ra tw mau An. Trong nhiéu thé ki,
co ho ho chi dung chi viét trong thwong mai va hanh chanh, khéng nghi cach
dung dé sang tac van tho. “Nhd nhitng thwong nhan chit khong phéi nhd céc tu
si ma c6 van hoc”. Ngudi ta c6 thé ngo rang cac tén qui cia dao Phat mai tGi thé
ki thi III tredc cong nguyén mdi chép lai thanh van. Nhitng bi ki, bi minh c6
nhat ciia An P06 ma chiing ta dwgc biét 1a cta triéu dai vua Acoka. Chiing ta tir
may thé ki nay quen hoc bang mat, bang nhitng tai liéu viét hodc in roi, ching ta
khé hiéu duoc tai sao An PO da c6 chit viét tir 1au nhw vy ma con giit hoai
truyén thong co la truyén khau roi hoc thudc long lich st va van hoc cia ho. Cac
kinh Veda va cac anh hung ca déu la nhitng bai tho trang thién dé nghe chw
khong phai dé coi, truyén lai bang miéng tir thé hé trudc t6i thé hé sau va cw
moi thé hé lai thém that vao, cang ngay cang 16n Ién, dai ra...[3] Chinh ngudi
An coi thuong chit viét nén chiing ta thiéu tai liéu va biét rat it vé An Do thoi
thwong c6. Hau hét tat ca nhitng gi ching ta biét vé thoi d6 déu nho kinh Veda.

Nhung kinh dé chita nhitng gi? Chinh tir Veda c6 nghia la tri (biét), mét kinh
Veda 1a mot cudn sach vé tri thitc. Nguwdi An dung tir Veda vé s6 nhiéu dé tré tat
ca cai di san thiéng liéng ctia tri thitc truyén théng vé goc gac cua ho; cling nhw
Thdnh kinh cua chiing ta. Veda la ca mot nén van hoc chit khong phai chi la mot
bd sach. Khong c6 tdc pham nao hon don hon; thyc 1a khong phan minh chat
nao ca. Thoi xwa chac c6 nhiéu Veda lam, ngay nay con lai bon:

I. Rig-veda (Lé Cau Vé Da), Tri thitc vé cac thanh ca tan tung,
I1. Sama-veda: (Da Nhu Vé Da), Tri thitc vé cac giai diéu,

I11. Yajur-veda, Tri thitc vé cac 16i khan khi té 1é,
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IV. Atharva-veda, Tri thitc vé cac than chu,
Moi kinh d6 chia ra lam bon phan:
1. Mantra ti&c thanh ca,

2. Brahmana (Phan Chi) gobm nhitng bai cau nguyén, than chd, cac nghi 1é cho
cac tu si dung,

3. Aranyaka gom cac bai dé cac nha tu hanh kho hanh dung,

4. Upanishad gém céc bai thuyét phap, giai thich cho céc triét gia dung[4].

Chi c6 moi Veda c6 tinh cach van hoc hon t6n gido, triét hoc hoac phuwong thuat.
Rig-Veda la mdt thi tuyén tap gom mot ngan hai mwoi tdm (1028) thanh ca tan
tung cac vat ma ngudi An-Aryen thd phung, nhw mit tring, mat trdi, vom troi,
tinh td, gié mwa, dat, rang dong, van van...[5] Hau hét 1a nhitng bai cau nguyén
c6 mot muc dich rd rét, chang nhitng cau nguyén cho dan bo sinh s6i nay nd,
cho tring mua, song lau. Chi c6 mét s6 it bai c6 gia tri van chwong, 16i dep hoac
hung hon nhu trong bai thanh thi (psaume) ctia Ki t6 gido. Vai bai cé hén tho tw
nhién, binh di lam cho ta nghi tGi tinh cdm ngay tho, ngac nhién cua mot em bé.
Trong mot thanh ca, tac gid ngac nhién tai sao mot con bo cai nau ma sita lai
trang, trong mot bai khéc, tac gia ty hoi tai sao mat troi khi ha xuéng chan troi
khong rét dop xudng mat dat... Pay la mot bai diéu, giong gidng bai
Thanatopsis kh6c mot ngudi chét trén chién treong:

To6i lay cdy cung ma anh dy (nguoi chét) con ndm

Dé chiing t6i dugc Iy sttc manh va vinh dy ctua anh.

Anh ndm do, chiing t6i ditng ddy, cung la dong giong anh diing,
Chting t6i da thang moi tan coéng cua qudn thu.

Anh ndm sdu vao long dat, dat la me chiing ta,
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Trai ra tham tham, va che chd cho anh:

Nhuw tdm ni mém mai

Gitr cho anh khoi thanh hu vo.

Oi ddt, ddt mé long ra, dirng dé néing 1én anh dy.

Nén giup do anh dy, cho anh dy dé dang ndm vao long,
Bao ldy anh @y nhuw mét tdm khan liém di,

Nhw mét nguoi me ldy chiéc do qudn ldy dita con vdy.

Mot bai tho khac trong Rig-Veda la mot doi thoai rat ty nhién giita hai anh em
dau tién ctia nhan loai, Yama la anh, Yami la em gai. Mac dau toi loan luan bi
tritng tri, Yumi ciling van ran quyén rii anh, 1dy 1é rang nang chi muon duy tri
dong giong ma théi. Yama vién mot luan li cao hon dé chong cy lai. Nang dung
moi phwong tién, sau cung dudi li, ché nhao sy nhu nhwgc cia anh. Truyén con
truyén lai téi nay ngung lai nita chitng va ching ta chi c6 thé doan dugc phan
két thic thoi. Nhung bai tho hay nhat la bai Thdnh ca vé s Sdng tao vii try, that
la lung, ching ta thdy mdt thuyét phiém than té nhi va ca mot giong hoai nghi
rat ton kinh trong bo Thanh kinh c6 nhat cta dan toc mo dao nhat do:

Buéi do, hoan toan chdng cé gi cd, mdt troi ruc ré kia khong co,
Ma vom troi nhv cdi khdan phu ménh mong kia, cting khong co.

Vay thi cdi gi trum lén, che phtl, chita chdt van vdt?

Phdi chdng la vuc nuéc sdu tham?

Thoi do khong cé chét — vdy ma khéng co gi la bat tiz,

Khong phan biét ngay va dém,

Cdi Nhat, cdi Boc Nhdt, khong co hoi ma tw thé duoc,

Ngodi cai do ra khéng co cdi gi khdc nira.

T6i tam, va hoi dau cdi gi cling chim trong

Canh t6i tdm mu mit — nhw bién ca khéng dnh sdng — cdi mam khudt trong cdi
VO

Bong ndy ra, duy nhat, dudi strc nong nung nau.

Thé la lan dau tién, long thuong yéu xudt hién, né la dong subi maoi
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Cua tinh than, cdc thi si suy tw va thdy duoc trong long minh

MGoi lién lac gitta cdi khong dugc tao ra vdi nhitng vdt duoc tao ra. Tia sdng do
Chiéu ra, xdm chiém hét, né phdt xudt tir troi hay tw dat?

Giong da gieo va nguoi ta thdy nhitng ndng lvc cao ca xudt hién

O duéi thép la thién nhién, & trén cao la quyén ndng va y luc.

Ai la nguoi vén duoc mang bi mat? Ai la nguoi cho ta biét

Sy sang tao muén vat do twr dau ma co?

Chinh cdc than linh cling xudt hién sau nay

- Vdy thi ai la nguoi biét dugc sy sdng tao mdu nhiém do tir ddu ma co?
bdang nao dé da gdy ra sy sdng tao dep dé do,

La do vé tinh hay hitu y?

bdng Toi Cao trén tang troi cao nhdt kia

Biét dugc — nhung biét dau chirng, chinh Ngai ciing khong biét nét.

Co bai tho do roi, thé la cac tac gia cac Upanishad chi viéc nam 14y nhitng van
dé néu ra trong bai ma tao ra tac pham dac biét nhat ma cling tuyét diéu nhat cia
tinh than An D0.

[1] So sanh tiéng Anh: one, two, three, four, five, vGi tiéng Sanscrit: ek, dwee,
tree, chatoor, panch; tiéng La Tinh: unus, duo, tres, quattuor, quinque, tiéng Hi
Lap: heis, duo, tria, tettara, pente (tiéng La Tinh quattuor chuyén qua tiéng Anh
thanh four, ciing nhw tiéng quercus thanh fir).

Hodc so sanh tiéng Anh: am, art, is vGi tiéng Sansccrit: asmi, asi, asti, tiéng La
Tinh: sum, es, est, tiéng Hi Lap: eimi, ei, esti.

Vé cac tén chi lién hé dong ho:

Sanscrit, Hi Lap, La Tinh, Anh, Ptrc, Phap

pitar, pater, pater, father, vater, pere
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matar, meter, mater, mother, mutter, mere

bhratar, phrater, frather, brother, bruder, frere

napot, anepsios, nephew, neffe, neveu

Theo luat Grimm moi dan toc c6 nhitng théi quen phat am riéng, do doé cac tr
am bién d6i tir ngdn ngit nay qua ngdn ngit khac. Ap dung luat dé, ta thdy tiéng
Sanscrit va tiéng Anh gan giii nhau la lung. Xét chung (vi c6 nhiéu biét 1€) thi:

1. Am k Sanscrit (nhw trong tit kratu, stic manh) ng vé6i k Hi Lap (kratos, siic
manh), véi am ¢ hodc qu La Tinh (cornu), véi am h, g, hodc k Ptrc (hart) va voi
am h, g hoac f Anh (hard),

2. Am g hoic j Sanscrit (nhu trong ti¥ jan, sinh ra), tng v6i am g Hi Lap (genos,
dong giong), v6i am g La Tinh (genus, dong giong), véi am ch hodc k Diic
(kind, dta nho), vai am k Anh (kin, ba con),

3. Am gh hoidc h Sanscrit (nhv trong ti* hyas, hdm qua) ng v6i &m ch Hi Lap
(chthes), v6i am h, f, g hodc v La Tinh (heri, hdom qua), v6i am k hodc g Ptc
(gestern, hom qua), v6i am g hodc y Anh (yesterday, hom qua),

4. Am t Sanscrit (nhu trong tir tar, xuyén qua) &ng v6i am t Hi Lap (terma, tan
cung), am t La Tinh (terminus, tan cung), am d Buc (durch, xuyén qua), am th
hodc d Anh (through, xuyén qua),

5. Am d Sanscrit (nhu trong tit das, mudi) tng v6i &m d Hi Lap (deka, muoi),
am d La Tinh (decem, mu0di), am z Pic (zehn, muoi), am t Anh (ten, muoi),

6. Am dh hodc h Sanscrit (nhu trong ti dha, dit) @ng véi am th Hi Lap (thi-t-
emi, t0i dat), véi am f, am d hodac am b La Tinh (fa-cere, lam), v&i am t Piic
(tun, lam), am d Anh (do, lam),

7. Am p Sanscrit (nhv trong tif patana, 16ng chim) ng véi am ph Hi Lap
(pherein, canh chim), v6i am p La Tinh (penna, 16ng chim), vi am v hodc am f
btic (feder, 16ng chim), véi am f hoac am b Anh (feather, 16ng chim),

8 Am bh Sanscrit (nhv trong tit bhri, mang) tng véi am ph Hi Lap (pherein,
mang), véi am f hodc b La Tinh (fero, to6i mang), v6i am p, am f hodc am ph Piic
(fahren, mang), v6i am b hodc am p Anh (bear, mang, birth, sanh dé, brother,
anh) van van.

[T6i theo ban tiéng Anh dé stta cac chit in sai. (Goldfish)].

[2] Twong truyeén la cta Zoroastre.

[3] Néu kinh d6 ngay nay duwgc ngam hodc dwgc tung nhw hoi xwa chit khong
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doc tham thi chat tho trong kinh git* dwgc tron ma cé anh hwéng t6i tam hon
nguoi ta manh nhw hoi xua.

[4] D6 chi 1a mot cach phan chia, con nhiéu cach khac nita. Ngoai nhitng giai
thich trong phan Brahmana va Upanishad, cac hoc gid Au con thém nhiéu binh
giai ngan c6 hinh thitc cach ngon, goi Sutra (kinh, nghia goc c6 nghia la sgi chi,
do tiéng sanscrit siv 1a khau). Nhitng Sutra dé tuy khong c6 tinh cach thién khai
hodc linh cdm, nhung cling dugc ton trong lam vi la mét truyén thong c6. Nhiéu
cdu ngan quda, cd6 dong qua, rat khé hiéu, cé thé coi la nhitng 16i tom tat hoc
thuyét, ap dung thuat ki c giip cho ngwdi hoc dé nhé. [Sutra thuong dich la
kinh].

Khong ai biét dugc cai s6 lwgng vi dai tho, huyén thoai, than chd, nghi 1€, va tac
pham triét 1i d6 do ai sdng tac va sang tac vao thdi ndo. Cac ngudi An theo An
gido, Phat gido chit khong theo dao H6i, ma mo dao, thanh kinh thi cho rang cac
thanh ca xuat hién tr 6.000 tGi 10.000 trudc cong nguyeén.

[5] Céc thanh ca d6 gom nhiéu doan (thi tiét) moi doan thuong cé bon cau, moi
cdu lai xuéng hang. S6 am tiét (syllable) trong moi cau khong nhét dinh: hodc 5,
6 hodc 11, 12, nhung bon am tiét cudi cing thwong gom mot am tiét dai, mot am
tiét ngan, lai t6i mot am tiét dai, mot am tiét ngan, hodc mot am tiét dai, mot am
tiét ngan roi hai am tiét dai.
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Will Durant
An D6 va Phat Thich Ca
Nguoi dich: Nguyén Hién Lé
VIL. TRIET LI TRONG CAC UPANISHAD
Tac gia - Dé tai — Tri nang chong véi tryc gidc — Atman — Brahman — Hai
cai dé 1a mot — Miéu td Thuong Dé - Citu rdi - Anh huéng ctia Upanishad —
Emerson va Brahma

Triét gia Schopenhauer bdo: “Khap thé giéi khéng c6 gi ich 1gi, nang cao tam
hén con ngwoi bang cac Upanishad. N6 an ui doi song cua t6i, nd sé an i t6i
khi chét”. Khong ké may doan van trong Potah-hotep [1]_thi Upanishad 1a mot
tac pham triét 1i va tam li ¢6 nhat ctia nhan loai, cong trinh kién nhan nhat va
cuc ki t&€ nhi ma loai nguwoi da gang thwe hién dé tim hiéu nhitng bi mat caa tam
linh va thé gigi. Upanishad c6 nhu tac pham cua Homeére ma dong thdoi lai méi
nhw hoc thuyét cta Kant.

Tén dé gom chit upa nghia la gan, va chit shad nghia la ng6i. Theo nghia géc,
Upanishad 1a “ng6i gan” thay, tr d6 chuyén ra nghia: bi gido ma cac 6ng thay
truyén cho cac mon sinh than tin. C6 tam tram bai gidng soan vao khoang ttr 800
dén 500 trudc cong nguyeén, tac gia la cac vi thanh hay hién. Tam tram bai gidng
dé khong gom thanh mot hé thong triét 1i mach lac, ma chi la nhitng y kién roi
rac, nhitng dai cwong va bai gidng cua nhiéu nha khong c6 tinh than phan biét
triét 1i va ton gido ma mudn tim hiéu chan li gian di, can ban khuat & sau cai bé
mat thién hinh van trang ctia moi vat, tim hiéu roi thanh kinh nhap vao véi chan
li do.

Trong cac Upanishad c6 nhiéu cho vo li, mau thuan, ngdy tho, déi khi c6 cai
that redm ra moéng lung ctia Hegel, nhung nhiéu doan chita nhitng tw twdng sau
sac nhat trong lich st triét li.
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Chung ta biét dwgc tén vai tac gia, nhung khong biét chat gi vé doi song cuta ho,
trir it diéu ho ndi vé chinh ho trong cac bai giang. Nhitng nhan vat linh dong
nhat: Yajnavalkya — dan 6ng — va Gargi — dan ba — dang ké la nhitng triét gia co
nhat, Yajanvalkya c6 giong sac bén, gay gat hon Gargi. Cac ton su va cac ban
dong chitc ctia 6ng coi 6ng la cé 6c canh tan nguy hiém, nhwng hau thé cho hoc
thuyét cia ong la cot tru cia chinh gido dang tin nhat. Chinh 6ng cho ta biét 6ng
da ran bo hai ba vg dé tu kho hanh ra sao, va doc doan ma mot ba vg, ba
Maitreji, gang thuyét phuc 6ng dé ba di theo, ching ta thdy duwgc trong may
ngan nim An Do d3 nhiét tim tim hiéu ton gido va triét li ra sao:

Va luc dé Yajanavalkya sdp déi doi song, bdo: “Maitreyi, anh sdp bé xi& nay
day. bé anh quyét dinh s6 phdn cho em va cho Katyayani”.

Maitreyi bén héi nhw vay: “Néu em lam chu dugc cd trdi dat va nhitng cua cdi
trén do thi em co chac bat tir khéng?”. Yajanvalkya ddp: “Khoéng, khong, khéng
thé hy vong bdt tir nho cta cdi dugc”.

Maitreyi ben néi: “Nhitng cdi khéng lam cho em bat tir dugc thi em dung nd vao
viéc gi? Xin anh gidng cho em hiéu”.

Pé tai can ban trong cac Upanishad la tat cd nhitng bi mat cia thé gidi khong
sao hiéu dugc nay: “Ching ta sinh ra tir dau? Ching ta séng & dau? Chung ta vé
dau? Ong 1a nguoi biét Brahman, xin 6ng giang cho chiing tdi biét do 1énh cua
ai ma ching t6i song trén cdi doi nay... Phai do thoi gian, do thién nhién, do tat
nhién hay ngau nhién, hay la cac nguyén t6[2], hay do ddng ma ngwoi ta goi la
Purusha — titc Dang T6i Cao? An D6 c6 vo sé nhitng nguoi “khong cau thanh
trifu phi ma chi mong c6 ngwoi giai dap nhitng thac mac cta ho. Trong
Upanishad Maitri ching ta thdy mot 6ng vua tir bo ngéi qui, vo ritng song doi
kho hanh, luyén tri tué, ran tim hiéu bi mat cta vii tru. Sau ngan ngay kho hanh,
ong thdy mot vi hién triét “hiéu biét linh hon” buéc t6i, bén héi: “Ong biét linh
hon ra sau khong, xin ong chi cho t6i”. Vi hién triét dé6 khuyén: “Lwa y mudn
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khac di”. Nhung nha vua van nang ndc doi biét vé linh hon, va trong doan dudi
day ma chinh Schopenhauer cting phai nhan la c6 giong rat bi dat, nha vua noi
1én cai ghé tdm cta cudc song, noi s¢ hai tai sinh n6 1én vén trong tam hon dan
toc An Do:

Trong cdi thdn thé phu du va ndc xu khi nay, gom xuong, da, thit, bap thit, tuy,
tinh dich[3], mdu, ddi, nhét, n'éc mat, nuéc bot, phdn, nudc tiéu, hoi thoi, mdt,
déu la phan vui, dau la phan ham muén?

Trong cdi co thé dau khé vi ngan ngay nay: vu tw, tham vong, vé mong, so sét,
thdt vong, ghen ti, phdi xa nguoi yéu, phdi gan nguoi ghét, doi khdt, gia, chét,
dau 6m, buon bd van van, dau la phan vui, dau la phan ham muén? Chiing ta
thdy thé gidi chung quanh tan diét nhw ruéi muoi, cé cdy, hét thay déu sinh roi
tir... Chung ta thdy bién can, nti sup, sao bdc dau di chuyén di trong cu¢c van
hanh... thdy dat chim dudi bién... Trong kiép ngudi, con nguoi séng nho dat roi
lai tré vé véi dat thi con gi la vui thich va ham muén?

Bai hoc dau tién cac hién triét trong Upanishad day cho mon dé la sw bat tiic cta
tri tué. Lam sao bd 6c yéu 6t nay, mGi tinh todn mot 1at da nhirc nhoi, ma doi
hiéu dwogc cai bao la cuc ki phitc tap cda vii tru ma né chi la mét phan nhé phu
du? Khong phai la tri tué vo ich: né cé dia vi cta nd, dia vi rat khiém t6n that
day va no giup ich ta dugc rat nhiéu khi né cho ta biét cac sy vat va cac moi lién
quan. Nhung truedc cai vinh ctru, vo bién, hodc tredc cac nguyén to cta cac thuc
thé thi n6 yéu 6t, lao ddo lam sao! Trudc cac thyc thé tham lang, no 1a cai nong
cOt cda thién hinh van trang bé ngoai, va tir moi lwong tam tod ra, ching ta cam
thdy can c6 mot co quan cam giac tri thitc khac hoan hdo hon ngii quan va i tri
cta ta. “Khong phéi nho hoc ma hiéu dugc Atman (téc linh hon thé gidi), coé
thién tai khong du, hoc trong sach cling khong du... Mot tu si Ba La Mon phai
t bo sy hoc di ma tré lai nhuw mot em bé... dirng chay theo ttr ngit nita, chi mai
miéng vo ich thoi”. Nhu Spinoza sau nay noi, sy tri giac tuyét cao la sy tri giac
truc tiép, sw don ngd, nhu Bergson ndi, né la sy tryc gidc, cai “giac” tw tham
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tam sau khi da ty y hét sitc khép kin canh cita ctia ngi quan. “Céi Brahman[4]
tw tic dugc, da duc nhitng cra ctia ngili quan dé ngo ra ngoai, vi vay con nguoi
ngo ra ngoai ma khong ngd vao tham tdm minh, nhuwng mot vi hién triét nham
mat lai, va muon dugc bat tw, cé thé thay dugc cai “ngad” nip & phia sau”.

Néu mot ngwdi nhin vao trong noi tam ma khong thay gi ¢4, thi do 1a mot ching
cd rang sy ndi quan cua nguwoi dé dung, vi con nguwdi ma con chim dam trong
cai phu du, cai dac thu thi khong thé thidy dwoc cai vinh cttu ¢ trong tam. Mudn
cam thay cai thwe thé noi tam do thi trwdc hét phai tw got sach moi hanh dong,
moi y nghi xau xa, moi ndo dong cua thé chat va tam hén da. Mudn vay phai
nhin an va chi udong nwdc thoéi trong hai tuan 1€, nhw vay tinh than nhw dugc cai
do6i dan dat tdi co6i binh tinh, ngli quan dwoc trong sach va hoan toan an 6n, tinh
than binh tinh r6i méi c6 thé ty cam thdy n6é va cam thay cai bién ménh mong
cda linh hon ma né chi la mot phan ti, sau cung ca nhan bién di va cai Pon nhat
cai Thuc thé hién lén. Vi nhin v6 ndi tdm, con ngwdi minh triét khong thay ca
nhan cia minh — béi 1€ cad nhan d6 chi 1a mot loat nhitng trang thai y thitc néi
ti€p nhau, chi la than thé nhin ti phia trong — ma thay cai Atman[5] cai Nga cta
moi cai ngd, Linh hon ctia moi linh hon, cai Tuyét doi vo hinh v6 sac n6 bang
bac chung quanh ta moi khi ta tw quén minh di.

DPay la giai doan thit nhat trong bi gido d6: ngwoi ta nhan thay ban thé cai “nga”
cta ta khong phai 1a thé chat, khong phdi 1a tinh than, cling khong phai la cai
nga ca nhan, nhung la céi gi sau tham tham, v6 hinh vo thanh & trong ndi tam ta,
cai do la Atman. Giai doan thit nhi la Brahman[6], ban thé ctua thé gigi khong
thé dung cham dwgc [nghia 1a vO hinh, vo sac vo thanh] né xam nhap tat ca,
khong c6 ca tinh ma c6 trung tinh[7], n6 gom hét thdy la can ban cta hét thdy, la
cai “Thuc thé caa thyce thé”, né la Linh hon cia moi linh hon, né la sitc manh
duy nhat vugt ra khoi, vira & trén vira @ duwdi moi strc manh va moi vi than:

Viagda bén héi Yajnavalkya: “O dé cé hét thdy bao nhiéu vi than?”.
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Yajnavalkya ddp: “Bai thdnh ca ddng lén tat cd cdc vi than ghi bao nhiéu vi thi
0 do co bao nhiéu vi, nghia la ba tram lé ba va ba ngan Ié ba”.

“Phdi, nhung diing ra ¢ do c6 bao nhiéu vi than, hdi Yajnavalkya?”.

“Ba muoi ba”.

“Phdi, nhung diing ra & dé c6 bao nhiéu vi than, Yajnavalkya?”.

“Sau”.

“Phdi, nhung diing ra & dé c6 bao nhiéu vi than, Yajnavalkya?”.

“Hai”.

“Phdi, nhung diing ra & dé c6 bao nhiéu vi than, Yajnavalkya?”.

“Mot ruai”

“Phdi, nhung diing ra & dé c6 bao nhiéu vi than, Yajnavalkya?”.

“Mot vi mot”.

Giai doan thit ba quan trong hon ca: Atman va Brahman chi la mét. Linh hon
(khong c6 tinh cach ca nhan) hodc cac sitc manh & trong dong hoa véi linh hon

cta thé gidi. Cac Upanishad lap di lap lai hoai thuyét d6 dé ghi sau vao 6c tin
do.

Vot ra ngoai tat ca cac hinh thitc, & phia sau tit ca cac gia twéng che phu cai
chan twdng, thi chu thé va khach thé chi 1a mot, chinh ching ta — xét vé phwong
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dién thyc thé phi ca tinh hod, va Thugng D€ - ban thé cing van vat chi la mét.
Thién, nhan dong thé, hgp nhat. Mot vi ton s da dién y dé trong ngu ngon bat
ha dudéi day:

“Pem lai cho ta mot trdi sung”

“Thua ton su, day”

“Birané ra”

“Thura tén su, con btra roi day”

“Con thdy gi?”

“Thura tén su, con thdy nhiéu hot nho”™

“Cdt mét cdi hot di”

“Thura ton su, con cdt roi day”

“Con thdy gi?”

“Thua ton su, con chang thdy gi ca”

“Piing vdy ddy, con, chinh tir cdi bdn thé té vi dé ma phdt sinh ra cdy sung lon.
Con tin thdy di, chinh cdi ban thé té vi do la linh hon cta ca vil tru. N6 chinh la
cdi Thuc thé. Chinh la Atman: Tat tvam asi — chinh la con ddy, Shwetaketu a”
“Thura ton su, con c6 can phdi hiéu thém gi vé diéu do nira khéng?”

“Thoi, bdy nhiéu thoi”.
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Poan bién luan dé vé Atman, Brahman va sy tong hgp Atman va Brahman do
hoi c6 cai khi vi caa Hegel, chinh 1a tinh tuy cta cdc Upanishad. Panh rang
trong cac Upanishad con nhiéu thuyét nita, nhung thuyét nao ciing phu thudc
vao thuyét d6 cad. Chang han ching ta con thdy thuyét luan hoi[8] va cai nguyén
vong mong dugc thoat khéi (Moksha) vong luan hoéi. Janaka, quéc vwong
Videha, xin Yajnavalkya chi cho cach khoi phdi tai sinh, va Yajnavalkya ben
gidng cho nha vua thuyét Yoga: cé thé dung phép luyén tinh than cta cac nha tu
hanh kho6 hanh ma diét dwgc tat ca cac tw duc, khong con la mét phan ti cia thé
gigi gom cac ca thé nita ma hgp nhat v6i Linh hon ctia vii try trong niém vui cuc
ki, nhw vay la khoi phai tai sinh. Nha vua phuc thuyét dé6 qu4, bao: “Thwa ton
s, t0i xin dang ton sw ca than dan Videha va chinh than t6i nita, t6i xin lam n6
lé cho ton su”. Cai canh gidi Yajnavalkya hita v6i nha vua mo dao doé that kho
hiéu, vi trong canh gigi d6 khong con y thitc cad nhan, ca nhan da nhap vao Thuc
thé (Etre), phan t& tam thdi tach ra di hop nhat lai v&i Toan thé. “Séng do vao
bién va mat ca tén, ca hinh thé, nha hién triét ciing vay, bé dwoc cai tén va hinh
thé r6i, nhap vao Thuwong Dé vuot 1én trén tat ca”.

Nguoi phwong Tay ma tr ton gido t6i cac ché do chinh tri, kinh té déu tham
nhuan cha nghia ca nhan, di nhién la khéng thich mot thuyét nhw vay vé sinh,
tt. Nhung thuyét d6 da 1am thoa man tinh than triét 1i An D6 mot cach bén bi la
thwong. Tw Phat Thich Ca t6i thanh Gandhi, tir Yajnavalkya t6i thi hao Tagor,
triét 1i trong Upanishad do, than hoc nhat nguyén luan do6 da chi phéi tw twéng
An DB va cho tdi ngay nay xi¢ d6 trong cac Upanishad ciing nhv phwong Tay
trong Tdn Udc vay — coi la mot tin ngudng cao ca tuy khong phai moi nguoi
thyc hanh, nhung moi ngudi déu chap nhan, ton sting. Va ngay & chau Au, chau
My¥, mén than hoc do (théosophie) da duwgc hang triéu ngudi theo, tir nhitng phu
ni* co6 doc, nhitng thwong nhan chan ngan, khong mudn séng nita, t¢i nhitng triét
gia nhur Schopenhauer, Emerson. Ai c6 ngd dau rang dai triét gia My vé chu
nghia c4 nhan lai dién dwoc ding tdi mite d6 thuyét cia An D rang ca thé chi la
ao anh.
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BRAHMA

Mau dé sdt nhdn né biét rdng né giét nguoi,

Hodc nan nhan biét rang minh bj giét,

Nhung ca hai déu khong biét nhitng con duong bi mat
Ma ta theo, di qua roi di lai.

O xa hay bi quén, tifc la & gan ta dé.

Bong t6i va dnh sdng mait troi chi la mét,
Cdc than thanh dd khuat lai hién ra vdi ta,
Va doi vaoi ta, vinh va nhuc chi la moét.

Nhirng ké nao bé ta la vung suy,

Ta la nhitng cdnh dua ho bay bong,

Ta nghi ngo va la sy nghi ngo,

Va ta la thanh ca ma nguoi Ba La Moén hat lén.

[1] Mot vi té twéng Ai Cap & thé ki 29 trwdc cong nguyén, tac gia mot cuén vé
cach tri dan va xt@ thé. (ND).

[2] Tc nuwdc, Itva, dat, gié, titc nhw Trung Hoa goi la hanh (trong ngli hanh:
kim, moc, thuy, hod, thd). (ND)

[3] Sach in la tinh trung, t6i stta lai 1a tinh dich. Nguyén van tiéng Anh la
semen. (Goldfish).
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[4] Coi chu thich trang sau. (ND).

[5] Chwa rdo nguon goc tiéng nay, co 1é mdéi dau né troé cai linh khi nhw tir ngit La
Tinh spititus, roi tr6 cai khi, sau tré linh hon.

[6] T ng* Brahman & day tro linh hon cta vii try, khong nén lam v6i Brahma
(Phan Thién), mdt trong ba vi than t6i cao An Do (Brahma, Vichnou, Shiva),
cling khong nén lam véi Ba La Mon (Brahmane), m6t hang tu si. Nhiéu ngwoi
quén khong phan biét nhw vay va dung Brahma v6i nghia Brahman.

[7] Trong s6 cac triét gia ton gido, cac tw twdng gia ciia An D9, rat it nha nghi
tGi thuyét than nhan dong hinh (anthropromorphisme), nghia la thuyét cho rang
than ciing c6 hinh thé nhw con nguwoi. Ngay cd trong nhitng thanh ca xuat hién
sau nhat trong kinh Rig-veda, dai danh t* tr6 Thugng D€ luc thi thudc giong
due, Idc lai thude giong cai, hodc thude trung tinh (khéng duc, khong cai), dé té
rang Thuong Dé & trén cao hét thay va ¢ ngoai cai “tinh” (sexe).

[8] Thuyét d6 xuat hién lan dau trong Upanishad Satapatha: trong doi ma lam
bay thi khi chét, cac than linh bat phai di dau thai. Hau hét cac dan toc ban khai
tin rang linh hén mot nguwdi cé thé nhap vao mot loai vat va ngugc lai, linh hon
loai vat cling cé thé nhdp vao con nguoi. Co 1€ do tin twdng dé ma cac dan tdc
tien-Aryen & An c6 thuyét luan hoi.
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Will Durant
An P6 va Phat Thich Ca
Nguoi dich: Nguyén Hién Lé
CHUONG II - I. BON THEO TA GIAO
PHAT THICH CA

Bon hoai nghi — Bon theo thuyét hw vé — Bon nguy bién — Bon vo than — Bon
duy vat — Cac tén gido vo than

Chinh cac Upanishad cho ta biét ring ngay tir thoi Upanishad, @ An D6 c6 bon
nguoi theo chu nghia hoai nghi. Cé nhitng nha hién triét ché nhao cac tu si, nhw
khi Upanishad Chandogya so sanh hang gido pham chinh thong thoi dé véi mot
doan chd, con no can dudi con kia thanh mét hang dai va kinh can sua 1én:
“Phai, ching t6i muon an; phai, ching t6i muén uong”. Upanishad Swasanved
tuyén bo rang khong cé than, khong cé thién duong, khong cé dia nguc, khong
c6 luan héi, cling khong c6 vii tru ma cac kinh Veda va cac Upanishad chi 1a tac
pham cua bon dién khung ty cao tu dai, rang cac y twéng déu hao huyén, cac
danh tir déu lao khoét, rang dan ching bi cac 16i dep dé mé hoac ma tho cac vi
than, lai cac ngo6i dén, tuan 16i cac “tu si thanh dc”, chit thwc ra vi than
Vichnou da séng ba mwoi hai nam vdéi chinh vi than téi cao Prajapati, “da dugc
hiéu biét vé cai Nga thoat li khoi cai ac, da thoat dugc canh gia canh chét, hét
canh rau ri, doi khat, chi con mong dat dwgc cai Thuc thé”; vay ma khi dot
nhién tré veé trai dat thi lai truyén ba cai thuyét té hai nay: “Phai lam cho cai ta
duwgc sung swéng & trén coi tran nay. Chi nén trong cdy vao chinh minh thoi.
Nguoi nao biét hwdng hanh phtic trén coi tran nay va chi trong cdy vao chinh
minh thoi thi hwéng dwoc ca hai coi, coi tran nay va coi trén kia”. Qua that
nhitng Ba La Mo6n da chiu kho chép st xtt ho cho ta, doi khi lam ta that vong,
khong tin ring dan toc An nhat loat déu than bi va md dao.

Su thye cac hoc gia cang khao citu, phat kién dwgec mét s6 nhan vat khong dang
tén trong ti ndo trong triét hoc An Do trudc ditc Phat, thi chiing ta lai cang thay
bén canh céc vi thanh ditc tram tw vé Brahman, cé v6 s6 nhitng vi miét thi cac tu
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si, hoai nghi vé cac than linh, va than nhién nhan cai danh dy la Nastik, titc bon
theo thuyét Huw v6. Sangaya, ngwoi theo thuyét bat kha tri, khéng chap nhan va
cling khong pht nhan rang chét roi, linh hon con khong, 6ng ta ngo rang con
nguwoi khong thé biét duwgc gi cd, nén chi cha trvong tim sy an 6n thoi. Purana
Kashyyapa khong chiu nhan cac gia tri tinh than va bao linh hon 1a tén no 1€ tiéu
cic cta ngau nhién. Maskarin Gosala bao ké thién hay ngwoi ac ciing bi so
ménh chi huy hét, khong phai cit lam thién thi dwgc hwdng phiic, lam ac thi phai
chiu hoa. Ajita Kaskambalin bi dat hon nita, cho con ngudi chi gom dat, nuéc,
gid, Itra, va bao: “Ké dién khung cting nhw nguwoi hién triét chét roi thay ra ra
thanh cat bui, tiéu diét hét chang con gi ca”. Tac gia tap anh hung ca Ramayana
ta Jababi, con nguwdi hoai nghi tuyét doi ché nhao Rama da tir ch6i mot vieong
quoc dé thye hién wdc nguyén:

Jababi, nha bac hoc Ba La Mbén c6 tai nguy bién,

Nghi ngo dic Tin, diéu Phdi, Bén phdn, éng ta bdo vi quan hdu tré tudi xi?
Ayogha:

Nay Rama, tai sao lgi dé nhitng 10 cdch ngén tai hai dé lam mo dm lwong tam,
méo mo tri 6c nhu vay.

Nhitng cdch ngén dé da lam cho bao nhiéu ké chdt phdc khong suy nghi phdi
lam lac?...

Oi, ta thuong hai nhitng ké lam lac d6 cit mai miét di tim mét bén phdn hdo
huyéen.

Phi pham ddng do cting cho cdc than linh, t6 tién.
That la phi thitc an! Than va t6 tién ddu c6 nhdn té'lé cua ta!

Va thitc dn mét khi phan phdt di r6i con nudi ai dugc nira dau.
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Thitc dn ddng cho moét tu st Ba La Mon, to tién ta con lam sao dung né dugc
nira?

Chinh bon tu st qui quyét do ddt ra lé do, chung ich ki bdo ta:
“Ddng do cuing va séng khé hanh di, ttr bé hét cta cdi di ma cau nguyén!”.

Nhung lam gi cé thé gidi vi lai. Rama nay, cdc hi vong, va tin ngudng cta loai
nguoi toan la hdo ca day:

Vay cir huwdng lac trén coi tran ndy va tir bé do twdng vo van vo ich do di.

Khi Phat Thich Ca t6i tusi thanh nhan, Ngai thdy & Bic An, tir thanh thi t6i 1am
tuyén dau dau cling vang lén nhitng cudc tranh luan triét 1i ma thuyét vo than va
thuyét duy vat dac thang. Nhitng Upanishad cubi cung va nhitng sach Phat gido
c6 nhat chita day nhitng doan am chi cac ta gido d6. C6 ca mot gidi nguy bién
lang thang — bon Paribbajaka, titc bon 1t hanh — gia nita nam di khap lang nay
t@i lang khac, thanh thi nay t6i thanh thi khac dé tim tin d6 hodc phan khang
nhitng ngwdi chong lai ho. Co vai nha day thuat li ludn dé chitng minh bat ki
mot diéu gi, ho that xing dang vdi danh hiéu: “Bon ché céi téc lam tu” hodc:
“Loai lwon tron tudt”[1], c6 nha chitng minh rang khong c6 Thuwgng Dé, va dao
dirc hoan toan v6 ich. Dan ching bu lai nghe ho thuyét hoac tranh luan, nguoi ta
con xay cat ca nhitng phong rat rong lam cho hoi hop cho ho tr6 tai va céac vi
vua chia con tang gidi thuwong cho nhitng triét gia thang trong cac cudc dau
khau do nira. A, cdi thoi dé that la lung, ding la tram hoa dua né bén cai dong tw
twdng ty do chay tran bo[2].

Chung ta khong c6 dugc nhiéu tai liéu vé cac nha trong phai hoai nghi do, s¢ di
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con biét dwgc chit gi 1a chi nhd nhitng bai doi thu ctia ho cong kich ho. Nguwoi
duwgc biét sém nhat, it nhat 1a biét tén, 1a Brihaspati, nhung cac Sutra [kinh] vé
thuyét hw vO cua o6ng da that lac va 6ng chi con lwu truyén lai c6 moi mot bai
tho, trong dé 6ng chi trich cac tu si mot cach khéng Gp méd, khong c6 chut t6i
tam siéu hinh gi ca.

Khéng cé troi ma ciing khong co sv gidi thodt cudi cung,

Khéng c6 linh hon, khéng cé thé gidi vi lai, khéng cé nhitng nghi thifc cua cdc
tdp cap...

Ba kinh Veda, ba cdch tv chu,

Va tdt ca nhirng tro bui cua svw hoi hdn,

Tat ca nhitng cdi do chi la nhitng mdnh khoé muu sinh ctia mét bon nguoi
Thiéu tri tué va thiéu htuing diing...

Lam sao co thé cua chuing ta nay, sau khi thanh cdt bui con cé6 thé

Tro vé trdi dat nay dugc nita? Va néu cé mét bong ma nao cé thé qua
Cdc thé gidi khdc, thi lam sao n6 khéng nhé nhung thuong tiéc

Nhirng nguoi than né dé lai phia sau, ma khong quay vé vdi ho?

Nhitng tang lé ton kém

Chi la nhitng khoé muu sinh

Cua bon tu si qui quyét tuéng tuong — thé thoi...

Con sbng thi nguoi ta cir huwéng doi, dirng nhin gi cad,

Cua tat ca ban bé ma dn uéng linh dinh, cang nhiéu bo’ sita cang tét.

Thuyét d6 ctia Brihaspati lam phat sinh phai duy vat An Do, goi la Charvaka
(tén mot nguwoi trong phai). Ho ché nhao thuyét cho rang cac kinh Veda la chan
li dugc thién khai. Ho bao, chan li khong thé nao biét duwgc néu khong dung tdi
giac quan. Ciing khong thé hoan toan tin 1i tri dugc vi gia tri cia mot qui két
khong nhitng tuy thudc cach nhan xét dau tién c6 ding hay khong, cach 1i luan
c6 ding phép hay khong, ma con gia thuyét nay nita: sy viéc trong di vang xay
ra cach nao thi trong twong lai cling xdy ra nhw vay, nhung gia thuyét do, nhw
Hume sau nay noi, c6 gi 1a chac chan dau. Xét kinh nghiém ban than va xét lich
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st dau c6 thay nang lyc siéu nhién nao chi huy vii tru dau. Hién twgng nao ciing
ty nhién hét, chi nhitng ké ngu ngéc mai cho la tai ma qui hay than linh. Chi c6
vat chat la thyce thé, co thé la cadc nguyén ti, bd 6c¢ chi gom cac té bao suy tu,
chinh co thé chit khong phai linh hén cdm thay nhan, trong thay, nghe thay, suy
nghi. C6 ai bao gio thdy mot linh hon tach ra khoi co thé khong?[3] Khong co6
su bat diét va khong ai c6 thé tai sinh dwgce. Ton gido la mot sy sai lam, mé
hodc, mot thit bénh hoac mot thuat lira gat, khong can dat ra gia thuyét c6 mot
Thuong Dé dé giang thé gidi hodc hiéu thé gidi. S& di c6 nhitng ngwoi cho ton
gido la can thiét chi vi ho quen ton gido qua roi dén noi thay lac 1ong, bo vo.
Luan li c6 can ban ty nhién, n6 dva trén nhitng mac wéc, va nhu cau xa hoi, chi
khong dya trén mot ménh 1énh than linh. Thién nhién than nhién khong phan
biét thién ac, khong khen thudng dao dirc, khong trieng phat tdi ac va mat troi
chiéu cho moi ngudi, cho cac tén bip bom cling nhu cho cac vi thanh dic, néu
thién nhién c6 mot cai “diéc” nao vé phwong dién luan li thi chi la cai “dic” phi
dao dic siéu viét. Khong can phai diét ban nang cung thi duc vi nhitng cai do tw
nhién sinh ra. Pao ditc 1a mot sw 1am lan, muc dich caa doi song la song, va su
minh triét chan chinh la tim hanh phtc.

Triét li cich mang cta phéi Charvaka d6 cham dit thoi dai cac Veda va
Upanishad. N6 giam uy thé cua cdc Ba La Mon va gay mot khodng trong trong
x4 hoi An P9, can c6 mot tén gido mdi dé 1ap khoang tréng d6. Nhung hoc
thuyét cia phai d6 da dwgc tiép tuc va thanh cong téi noi hai tén gido t6i sau
dang li dé thay thé dirc tin trong cac kinh Veda, thi la lung thay, lai déu la ton
gido vo than cd. Ca hai déu thudc vao phong trao Nastika, hay hu vo, ca hai déu
xuat phat khong phai trong tap cap tu si, ma trong tap cap chién si (Kshatriya),
dé phadn ttng véi chu truong than hoc va vadi théi nghi thitc cdu né cta gidi tu si.
Hai ton gido do, Jainisme (Ki-Na gido) va Phdat giado mé man cho mot thoi dai
m&i trong lich sir An D6.
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II. MAHAVIRA VA CAC GIAO PO JAIN

Vi dai anh hung — Tin nguwdng Jain — Pa than gido vo than — Tu khé hanh — Ty
tir dé curu roi — Ket thiic

Vao khoang giita thé ki th VI trwdc cong nguyén, mot em trai sinh trong gia
dinh qui phai giau c6 thudc bo lac Lichchavi, & ngoai 6 chau thanh Vaishali,
ngay nay la tinh Bihar[4]. Song than em mac dau cé cua, nhung thudc vao mot
gido phai tin rang sy tai sinh 1a mot dai bat hanh ma sy tw tir 1a mét dai phuc troi
ban. Khi con trai dwgc ba muwoi mot tudi, hai 6ng ba tw y tuyét thuc dé quyén
sinh. Pt rudt vé hai cdi tang do, nguwdi con khéng mang thé tuc nita, cdi bd hét
y phuc, bo nha ctta ma lang thang trong mién Tay Bengale nhw mot nha tu hanh
kho hanh dé tim hué gidc va sy thanh khiét. Sau muwdi ba nam hoan toan thoét li
xa h6i nhu vay, 6ng dwgc mot nhém dé dé ton la Jina (c6 nghia la chinh phuc),
tirc mot vi dai sit do, ma theo ho, cit cach mot khoang thaoi gian déu déu nao do
lai xudt hién d& dem 4nh sang dao dic cho An Bo. Pong thoi ho d6i tén 6ng
thanh Mahavira, vi dai Anh hung, va tw goi la Jain theo tin ngudng dac biét cta
ho. Mahavira thanh 1ap mot tang I ti nguyén song doc than va mot pham chic,
khi 6ng mat[5] s6 tin do lén t6i mwoi bon ngan.

Lan lan gido phai d6 dung nén mot hé thong tin ngwdng va thanh mot trong
nhitng ton gido ki cuc nhat trong lich st nhan loai. Tt mét li luan v6 cung thuc
té rang tri thitc nao ciing bi han ché, c6 tinh cach twong doi va nhat thoi, ho dwa
t¢i két luan nay la khong c6 gi la hoan toan dich xac, cai ma ta cho la dung thi
xét theo quan diém khac sé thay la sai. Ho ké chuyén sau nguwdi mu so voi.
Nguoi s cdi tai, bdo voi la mdt cdi nia 16n, nguwdi sd cai cang, bao voi la mot
cai cOt tron 1én. Vay phan doan ctia con ngudi rat han ché, tuy hoan canh, chi
nhitng dang ctu thé, tic Jina c cach mot thoi gian déu déu lai xuat hién méi
nam dugc chan li tuyét d6i. Ngay nhitng kinh Veda cling chang gitp ta duoc gi,
101 trong kinh khong phai l1a 101 thién khai, chi do 1€ nay la khéng c6 Thuong dé.
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Cac gido do Jain bao khong can phai twdng twong ra mot dang Hoa cong hoadc
mot T6i so Nguyén nhan nao dé, mot em bé ciling c6 thé da pha gia thuyét do
duwgc, vi mot dang Hoa cong tu sinh, mot Toi so Nguyén nhan khong cé nguyén
nhan, la diéu vo li, khong hiéu no6i cling nhv mot thé gidi tw xung khong co
nguyén nhan. Tha c bao rang vii tru da c6 tr thud nao tGi gio, it bién chuyén,
thay doi hoai hoai, do nhitng nang lwc ¢ hitu caa né, chit chang c6 y chi cta
mot vi than nao ca, tha ¢t bao nhw vay lai con dé nghe hon. Nhwng tinh than An
Do khong hgp vdi mot cht treong tw nhién cd chap tdi mitc d6. Phai Jainsau khi
moi Thwong dé roi khoi thién duong roi, ben dwa hét cac vi than trong st va
trong huyeén thoai cia ho vo. Roi ho cling t6 chic cac té 1€, cling doc long thg
phung nhitng vi thanh dé, chi khac 1a ho coi cac ngai cling chét, cting luan hoi,
chit khong phai la nhitng dang sang tao va lam chu vii tru. Ho cling khong phai
la duy vat, ho chap nhan quan diém nhi nguyén, c6 tinh than va vat chat, va cho
rang van vat, ngay ca da va kim thudc cting c6 linh hon. Linh hon nao da song
mot doi khong toi 16i thi sé thanh mot Paramatman — tic t6i cao linh hon — va
trong mot thoi gian khoi phdi dau thai. Chi nhitng linh hon cao ca nhat, hoan
toan nhat méi dwgc “giadi thoat” vinh vién, nhitng linh hon dé goi la Arhat,
thwong dang than, séng vui vé nhu cac than ctia Epicure, trong mot coi xa xam
nao dé, khong tac dong duwgc t6i cong viéc cua loai ngwdi, nhung khéi phéi dau
thai.

Mubn dugc giai thoat thi theo ho phéi song kho hanh va gitt dung “gigi luat”
ahimsa (bat ton sinh — tuyét doi tranh khéng gay thuwong tich cho mét sinh vat
nao[6]). Nha tu hanh Jain nao cling phdi doc nam 10i nguyén duéi day: khong
giét bat ki sinh vat nao, khong néi doi, khong 1dy mot vat gi néu khong phai la
vat tang, gilr sy thanh khiét va tir ch6i moi tha vui caa xa hoi bén ngoai. Ho cho
cai vui cta ngii quan la mot t6i 16i; 1i twdng phai dat dwgc la than nhién véi vui,
kho, hoan toan khéng bi ngoai vat chi ph6i. M6t tu si Jain khong dwoc phép cay
rudng vi nhw vay phai vo dat, giét cac con trung trong dat. Cling khéng dugc
udng mat, sg lam hai doi song ctia ong, khong duwgc loc nwdc dé uéng sg sé lam
chét cac sinh vat nhé li ti trong nwéc, dot den thi phdi che chung quanh ngon
den dé cho cac loai sau (nhw con thiéu than) khoi vo y dung vao Ia, va di dau
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phai quét sach dat & phia trueéc dé khoi dam nham céc sinh vat. Khong bao gio
dugc giét bat ki con vat nao du dé té 1€, va néu theo ding tin nguwong cho tGi
cung thi nén l1ap nhitng trai, nhitng chuong, nhv & Ahmedabad, dé nu6i cac loai
vat gia hodc bi thwong. Chi c6 mo6i sinh mang cho ho c6 quyén diét 1a sinh mang
cta chinh ho. Pao cua ho chap nhan sy tw ti, dac biét la cach tuyét thye dé ty tw
vi cach do6 dé té rang da hoan toan thang duwgc cai y chi mu quang mudn song.
Mot s 16n gido do Jain chét cach do va hién nay cac trudng phdi con tuyét thyc
dé chét.

Tai mot X1t ma cudc song thoi nao ciling gay go thi mét ton gido phu nhan cudc
s6ng nhw vay chic dwoc nhigu ngudi theo 1dm, nhung ngay & An Do, 16i tu kho
hanh qua mitc d6 lam cho ton gido kho truyén ba duwgc rong. Ngay tir budi dau,
gido phéi Jain ludn ludn chi la mot thiéu so6, va & thé ki th¢ VII, khi nha sw
Huyén Trang ¢ Trung Hoa qua, thdy ho dong va c6 uy thé, c6 1é chinh la thoi
cuc thinh caa ho sau mot lich trinh tién hoa khéng so6i néi gi lam. Vao khoang
79 sau cong nguyén, cé mot sy chia ré vé van dé khoa than, tir d6 hai phai: phai
Shwetambara — ban 4o trang — va phai Digambara ma y phuc chi la khong khi.
Ngay nay ca hai phai déu an ban theo thdi va theo tuc trong mién, chi riéng cac
vi thanh cua ho la hoan toan khoa than di ngoai dwong. Hai phai do lai chia lam
nhiéu tiéu phai nita: phai Digambara chia lam bon tiéu phai, con phai
Shwetambara chia lam tdm muoi bon tiéu phai. Cong ca hai phai hién nay chi
gom 1.300.000 tin d6 trén mot dan s6 320.000.000. Chinh thanh Gandhi ciing da
chiu dnh hwdng manh cta tén gido dé, ong coi gidi luat ahimsa la qui tac trong
doi song va doi hoat dong chinh tri cia 6ng, 6ng chi quan mot miéng vai & dudi
bung va rat coi thwong sy tuyét thye t6i chét. Cac tin do Jain c6 quyén duwgc coi
ong la mot trong nhitng Jina ctia ho, c cach mot thoi gian déu déu ha gidi dau
thai dé chudc tdi cho thé gidi.
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[1] Y néi: ho bién thuyét xudi nguoc gi ciing duge ca. (ND).

[2] Y nhu thoi Chién Quoc & Trung Hoa. (ND).

[3]Sach in: Chi c6 vt chdt la thuc thé, co thé la cdc nguyén tit, b0 6c chi gom
cdc té bao suy tw, chinh co thé chitr khéng phdi linh hon tdch ra khéi co thé
khong?, bi thiéu cac chit : cam thdy, trong thdy, nghe thdy, suy tw. “Co ai bao
gio thdy mét linh hon, ma t6i da go thém nhw trén theo ban in ctia Trung Tam
Pai hoc Sw pham TP HCM - 1989 (ban Tuanz cung cap). Nguyén van tiéng
Anh: Matter is the one reality; the body is a combination of atoms; the mind is
merely matter thinking; the body, not the soul, feels, sees, hears, thinks. "Who
has seen the soul existing in a state separate from the body? (Goldfish).

[4] Trong truyén thuyét, Mahavira sinh nam 599 va mat nam 527 tru6c cong
nguyén, nhung Jacobi cho rang sy thuc cé 1€ 1a vao cac nam 549 va 477, nghia
la khodng 50 nam sau.

[5] Ban tiéng Anh con cho biét 6ng mat vao tudi bdy muoi hai. (Goldfish).
[6]Ahimsa: ta thuong dich 1a bat bao dong, c6 ngwoi dich 1a bdt hai, ching toi
dich 1a bdt t6n sinh. Bat bao dong chi la mot qui két cia ahimsa. Vi khéng dugc
lam t6n thwong sinh ménh, nén ca khi phan khang cling khéng duwgc bao dong.
(ND)
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Will Durant
An Do va Phét Thich Ca
Nguoi dich: Nguyén Hién Lé
III. TRUYEN PHAT THICH CA
B6i canh ctia Phat gido — Phat Thich Ca ra doi — Tudi tré - Buon vé nhan
sinh — Ra di — M4y ndm tu hanh khé hanh — Anh sdng — Canh Niét ban

Song sau hai ngan rudi nam, ching ta khé ma biét rd dwgc nhitng hoan canh
kinh té, chinh tri va luan li da lam cho hai ton gido rat nghiém khac va rat bi
quan nhv vay xuat hién, dao Jain va dao Phat. Chac chan la dwéi thong tri cta
dan toc Aryen, An P06 di tan bo nhiéu vé vat chat: nhiéu thanh phé da dwoc
dung 1én nhw Patalipatra va Vaishali, ki nghé va thwong mai da tao dugc sw phu
tic, cé phu tuc r6i thi dugc an nhan. Co6 1€ nho sy phud tic d6 ma chu nghia
huéng lac va chu nghia duy vat mai xuat hién & thé ki VII va thi VI trwdc cong
nguyén. N6 lai khong 1gi cho ton gido, ngli quan mudn thoat li moi sy bé budc
tinh than va mong cé nhitng triét thuyét giai phéng cho. Ciling nhv Trung Hoa
thoi Khong Tw, & Hi Lap thoi Protagoras - dy la chwa néi thoi dai ching ta - &
An Do, thoi Bitc Phat ra doi, cdc tin ngudng cii da suy vi va trong dan ching c6
tam trang hoai nghi, hon loan vé luan li. Pao Jain va dao Phat mdc dau nhiém
cai thuyét vo than bi tham cia mot thoi dai da mat hét do twdng, déu chong lai
chu nghia khoai lac ctia mot xa hoi an khong ngoi roi, xa hoa phu phiém tw cho
minh la “tw do, tdn b6” [1]..

Theo truyén thuyét An D¢ thi than phu Piic Phat, Shuddhodhana [Tinh Phan]
thudc gigi thwgng lwu cta thi toc Gautama trong b lac anh diing Shakya, quéc
vuong xt Kapilavastu ¢ chan nii Himalaya. Sy thue thi chiing ta chwa biét 1o gi
vé Pic Phat va sd di t6i chép lai duwéi day nhitng chuyén vé ngai, khong phai vi
gia tri lich st cia n6é ma vi né gittr mot dia vi rat quan trong trong van hoc An
Do va trong céc tén gido chau A. Theo cac hoc gia thi ngai sinh vao khoang 563
tredc cong nguyén, ching ta chi biét vay théi, ngoai ra déu la truyén thuyét
hoang duong ca[2]. Cac cubn Tataka chép lai nhu sau:
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Thanh phé Kapilavastu [Ca Ti La Vé] sdp lam Ié trdng tron. Bdy ngay trudc
ngday ram hoang hdu Maya [Ma Da] lam lé long trong, dung rdt nhiéu hoa va
dau thom nhung khong cé rugu. Ngay mung bdy ba ddy thdt s6m, tam goi bdng
huvong thuy va bé thi bén trdm ngan dong tién. Y phuc ruvc r&, ba dn nhitng cao
lvong mi vi, doc loi cdu nguyén Uposathal3] r6i v6 can phong dep dé, lén
giwong ndam, thiém thiép ngu.

Ba nam méng thdy bén vi dai vuong khiéng ba vdi chiéc givong cta ba tdi nui
Himalaya, roi ddt ba ¢ trén doi Manosila... Tai day cdc vi hoang hdu cta ho ra
chao ba, ddt ba tdi h6 Anatta, tdm ritra cho ba hét moi 6 ué tran thé, qudn ba
vao chiéc thién y, xirc dau thom va cai nhitng dod hoa tién Ién do ba. Gan do la
mot nti bac, trén dinh c6 nha vang. Cdc hoang hdu dé don cho ba mét chiéc
givong tién trong ngoi nha do, dau hudéng vé phia déng va ddt ba lén givong.
Liic dé Bodhisattwal4] [Phdt Bo Tat] bién hinh thanh mét con voi trang. Gdan
dé co mot ngon nui vang, con voi trang & trén nui xuong, tt phuong Bdc tdi, dat
chan Ién nti bac. Voi ctia né nhu mét cdi strng bdang bac qudp moét bong sen
trdng. Roi né vira hi vira buéc vé nha vang, di ba lan chung quanh givong ba,
htic nhe vao suwon phdi, nhw chui vao bung ba. Thé la voi trdng bat dau mét doi
séng mai.

Hoém sau, hoang hdu Maya tinh ddy, ké lai gidc méng cho nha vua. Nha vua bén
cho voi sdu muoi bon tu st Ba La Mén danh tiéng nhat, tiép ddi ho long trong,
don tiéc linh dinh va tdng ho nhiéu bdo vdt. Khi ho no né roi, nha vua bén nho
ho doan mong. Ho dap: “Xin nha vua yén tam: hoang hdu sé sinh mgt hoang tir
chit khéng phdi mot cong chiia, néu I6n 1én hoang tir van ¢ trong cung dién, thi
sé thanh minh quan mét nuwéc phu cuwong thinh tri, néu roi bo cung dién ma di
chu du thién ha thi sé thanh mét vi Phdt dat nhan loai ra khoi bén mé...”.
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Hoang hdu hoai thai muwoi thang, Bodhisattwa ¢ trong bung ba nhw dau ¢ trong
chén, gan tdi ngay sinh nd, ba ngé y muén vé nha cha me, bén tdu véi vua
Shuddhodhana: “Thiép xin duoc vé nha cha me thiép & Devadaha”. Nha vua
ung thudn, sai san phdng con duong tw Kapilavastu t6i Devadaha; lai sai bay
chdu cdnh, cdm co hai bén dwong, hoang hdu ngoi trén mét chiéc kiéu bdng
vang do mét ngan thi than khiéng, phia sau ddm déng tién chan, nghi tuong
chinh té. O khodng giita hai chdu thanh cé mét khu ritng nhé moc cdy “sal”[5]
goi la vuon Lumbini, thudéc chung vé hai chdu thanh va dan chiing thudong toi
dao cdnh. Lic dé, tir goc 1én t6i canh, cdy nao ciing dday bong, trong xa chi thdy
mot ddm bong... Hoang hdu muén ngirng lai dao canh mét lat. Téi gbc mét cdy
“sal” co thu to 16n, ba muon vit mét canh thi canh tw nhién ru xuéng vira tam
tay ba, mém mai nhw mét cdy sdy. Vira dva tay 1én nam canh thi bong thdy
chuyén bung. Bdm h¢ gid vi gidng man & chung quanh réi rut lui. Vira lic dé,
con duong ditng, tay van ndm canh sal, ba sanh hoang tit... Tré khdc & trong
bung me ra thi nho nhép, Bodhisattwa thi khéng vdy. Nhw mét vi thuyét phdp &
trén dan budc xubng, nhv mot nguoi xuéng cau thang, Bodhisattwa dua hai tay
hai chdn ra, roi ditng thdng ddy, thdn thé hoan toan sach sé, khong bon chiit do,
Idng bong nhw vién ngoc ddt trén tdm vdi Bénares, Bodhisattwa tir trong bung
me budc xuoéng nhw vay”.
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Lam Ti Ni (Lumbini) va Ca Ti La Vé (Kapilavastu hay Kapilavatthu)

Ching ta ciling biét thém rang khi Ditc Phat ra doi thi anh sang ruc rd hién trén
troi, nhitng nguoi diéc bong nghe dwgc, nhitng ngwoi cam bong néi dugc,
nhitng ké qué qudt bong ditng day duwgc, cac vi than trén troi cudi xudng nhin
vao cac vua chua @& that xa lai chic ming. Tiép theo la doi song ruc rd xa hoa
thoi thiéu nién cua Ngai, 101 van bong bay, dep dé. Ngai séng sung suwdng “nhw
mot vi than” trong ba cung dién, vua cha rat cung, tranh cho Ngai khoi phai thay
nhitng canh khd, budn rau ctia kiép ngudi. C6 bon van vii nit bay tro vui cho
Ngai, va t6i tudi két hon, nguwoi ta trinh dién cho Ngai nam tram thiéu nit diém
1é dé Ngai Iwa. Vi thuoc tap cap kshatriya, Ngai dugc hoc di moi moén vo bi,
nhung Ngai cling theo hoc cac vi minh triét va lau thong moi triét thuyét duwgc
thoi d6 chdap nhan. Ngai cudi vg, roi cé con, song trong canh pha qui, yén on,
dwgc moi nguwoi trong vong.

Mot hom — ciing theo truyén thuyét — Ngai ra khéi cung dién, dao choi tham
canh pho phuong, va thdy mot ong gia trong dam dong, mot hom khac Ngai
thdy m6t ngwoi dau, sau cung lan thit ba Ngai thay mét nguwdi chét. Theo thanh
thw do dé ti chép thi chinh Ngai ké lai chuyén d6 nhw sau:

Oi, chu tdng, ta von ton nghiém va rdt déi da cdm, lic d6 ta nghi bung: “Mét
nguoi thuwong, vé hoc, khi trong thdy mét 6ng gia tat lo ldng, xdu ho, tom vi
nghi tdi noi sau cua minh. Va ta cting vay ta ciing sé phdi gia, khéng tranh dugc
cdanh gia, thé thi ta ciing lo ldng, tdm khi thdy moét 6ng gia w?”. Ta nghi duong
duong nhu ta thi khong nén vdy. Roi trong khi suy nghi, tat cd long tv cao tu dai
cua ta hoi tré bong bién mat... VAy, chu tang, trudc khi dugc gidc ngd, chinh ta
cting phdi theo ludt thién nhién la do cha me sinh ra, ta suy nghi vé bdn thé cua
sw sinh, chinh ta ciing phdi theo ludt tw nhién la sé gia, ta suy nghi vé bdan thé
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cua sv gia nua, sy’ dau 6m, sy’ buén rau va s’ 6 troc. Va ta nghi bung: “Ta phdi
theo cdi ludt “sinh” dé ma bdy gio suy nghi vé bdn thé ctua sy “sinh” thi sé ra
sao... va thdy duoc cdi ban thé ddng thuong cta sw “sinh”, ta mdi tim cdi cdnh
binh tinh cuc ki ctua Niét ban”.

Ton gido nao thi méi dau ciing suy nghi vé su chét, c6 1é néu khong cé su chét
thi khong c6 cac vi than. D6i véi Phat, nhitng canh twong dé lam cho Ngai bat
dau “giac ngd”. Ngai nhu thinh linh “cdm tdm”, quyét bo cha gia, vg va con tho
lai ma song cudc doi mot nha tu hanh khé hanh trong rirtng ndi. Dém sau Ngai
réon rén vao phong vg dé nhin lan cudi cung em bé Rahula[6]. Poan chép trong
thanh thw Phat gido vé ldc dé, cac tin do Gautama déu thudc long. Poan d6 nhw
sau:

Ngon den dau — logi dau c6 huong khi — dwong leo lét chdy. Trén givong cé rdc
hoa nhdi va cdc thir hoa khdc, thn mau em Ruhula duong ngt, ban tay dat trén
dau con. Btic Bodhisattwa ditng ¢ bdc ctra, nhin cdnh twong dé va nghi bung:
“Néu ta gat tay nang ra dé béng con lén thi nang sé tinh mdt va ta khé ma riet
ra di duoc. Théi dé khi nao thanh Phdt, sé trd vé thdm con”. Roi Ngai quay ra,
budc xubng thém.

Lic do6 chuwa sang. Ngai cudi con ngwa Kanthaka [Kién trac] ra khéi chau thanh.
Chauna [Xa Ndac], ma phu ctia Ngai, niu lay dudi ngwa mot cach that vong. Tic
thi Mara (Ma vuong) hién ra dé du do Ngai, hita tang Ngai nhitng vieong quoc
16n. Ngai ttr chéi, tiép tuc di, gdp mot con song, con ngwa nhdy vot mot cai qua
ngay bo bén kia. Ngai mudn quay lai ng6 noi chon nhau cat rén ctia minh mét
lan nita, nhung c6 nén dwgc long. Lic do trai dit ménh mong bén quay nira
vong thanh thir khéng quay lai ma Ngai ciing thdy chau thanh.

Ngai ngung lai mot noi goi la Uruvela[7]. Ngai bao: “Liic d6 ta nghi bung cho
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nay phong canh dep dé, c6 rirng cao, c6 sudi trong, c6 noi thich tha dé tam,
chung quanh c6é dong cé va lang x6m”. O’ d6 Ngai tu khé hanh mét cadch nghiém
khac nhat luén sau nim theo phai Yoga [Du gia] thoi d6 da xuét hién & An Do.
Ngai song bang cay co, c6 hoi song bang phan nita. Thitc an gidam xudng hoai
cho t&i khi mo6i ngay chi an mot hat gao.

Tét cd lam quan 4o. Pé tw hanh ha, Ngai nho toc, nho rau, hét sgi nay tdi sgi
khac, nam gai va ditng thang hang may gio khong nhic nhich. Than thé cau
ghét bui, xu xi nhw than cay co thu. R6i Ngai lai t&i ngu gitta mot bai chita chat
cac thay tha vat va ac diéu. Ngai ké tiép:

Ta nght bung: “Néu minh nghién chdt rdng, ép wdi 1én mang cua, diung tinh
than dé diét tinh than, thi sé ra sao?” (ta lam ding nhw vdy). M6 hoéi ttr ndch
rong rong chdy xuéng... Roi ta nghi bung: “Néu ta rdn nin tho dé dat tdi trang
thdi xudt than thi sé ra sao?”. Thé la ta nin thé, khong thd bdng miéng, ciing
khong thé bdng miii. Va trong khi ta nin thé nhuw vdy thi ta thdy mét tiéng gio
manh tr trong 10 tai théi ra. Nhu thé mét nguoi lvc lwdng thoc miii kiém vdo
dau ta vdy, co tiéng gié manh u u trong oc... Roi nghi bung: “Néu ta dn thdt it,
chi mét nhum hat ddu, hay hat gao thi sé ra sao?”. Than thé ta chi con xuong
v0i da. Vi thiéu dan, ta gay go qud, ngoi xuéng dam bui ma chi dé hdn xuéng mot
vét nhé bdng vét chan con lac da. Vi thiéu dn, khi ta ndm xudng thi xwong séng
nhw mét chudi 6ng chi nhé. Vi thiéu dn, mdt ta hém xubéng nhw mét cdi giéng
sdu va tia mdt tw trong chiéu ra ldp ldnh nhv lan nuéc & ddy giéng. Vi thiéu dn,
da ddu ta nhdn nhum lgi y nhw vé mét qua bau hdi non dé dadi dau duéi mua,
ngodi nang. Lic dé nam vao bao tir thi thdy no dep lép, ngon tay dung tdi xuong
séng. Ta rdan nghi ngoi mét chut nhung Ido dado, ta té up mdt xudng ddt vi thiéu
dn. Ta xoa bop chan tay cho co thé bét nhitc nhéi, xoa tdi dau long rung tdi do,
vi thiéu dn.

Nhung mot hom Dire Phat nghi rang sw kho hanh day ai tdam than khong phai la
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cach hay nhat dé giac ngo. Cé 1é ngay d6 Ngai doi hon nhitng ngay khac, hoac
mot ki niém ém &i nao d6 lam dao dong long Ngai. Ngai thay rang tat ca sy kho
hanh dé khong lam cho Ngai gidc ngd nhw Ngai mong muon. “Cach tu khac kho
d6 khong dem lai cho ta sy giac ngo siéu pham, cai nhué tri cia lwvong tam — ma
chi cai nay méi thuc cao ca”. Trai lai 1a khac: néu c6 nho cach d6 ma tinh than
thanh thoat dwgc mot cht it thi lai mac cai théi ty cao tw dai rang minh da chiu
no6i moi noi khoé hanh. Thé la Ngai bo 16i tu do, lai ng6i dudi béng mat cay co
thu. Ngai ngoi dé, tuyét nhién khong nhiic nhich, quyét tdm bao gio ty gidc roi
m&i di cho khac. Ngai tram tw: canh sinh ldo bénh tir do dau ma ra? Bong Ngai
cam thay cai canh sinh t&, t& sinh ¢ noi tiép nhau mot cach bat tuyét, c6 sinh
thi c6 t co tir thi c6 sinh, moi lan tdm hon yén 6n, vui vé thi lai wéc ao nhitng
vui khéc r6i chiu nhitng au sau khéc, that vong khéac, dau kho khac. “Nhu vay,
khi tinh than ta da thanh tinh, trong tréo roi, ta da tram tu vé 1€ sinh roi tw, t r6i
sinh cia muon loai. Trong mot ldc thién thi, trong tréo, siéu nhién, ta thdy cac
sinh vat, du sang du hén, du xau du dep, déu chét r6i tai sinh, chiu céi kiép sung
swong hay kho tuy theo cai Karma [Nghiép] cia minh nghia la theo luat nhan
qua pho bién nay: lam diéu thién thi dugc thwdng, lam diéu ac thi bi phat trong
kiép nay hodc trong kiép sau, khi linh hon dau thai roi.

Chinh vi thay canh lién tuc sinh t, ti sinh do, Pitc Phat dam chan ngan vé kiép
ngwoi. Ngai bao: sinh la nguon goc ctia moi kho ndo. Vay ma loai ngudi ct phai
tai sinh hoai, c6 khac gi dé lam cho bién kho khong Iic nao voi khong... Vi dau
cai dong “sinh sinh” dé khong nging lai? Chi c6 luat Karma luon luon bat
nguwoi ta phai dau thai hoai dé linh hén chudc tdi trong nhitng kiép tridc. Néu co
mot ngwdi nao sang sudt song cong bang, mot muyc nhan nhuc, nhan tir véi moi
nguwoi, néu long nguwdi dé khong rang budc vdi nhitng cai phu du nhat thdi ma
chuyén chua vao nhitng cai vinh ctru, thi c6 1é ngwoi do hi vong thoat dugc canh
tai sinh ma cai dong sudi kho ndo sé can chang? Néu nguwoi ta ¢ thé nén cai thi
duc vi ki ma ran chi lam diéu thién thi c6 1€ vugt duwge cai ban nga — né la do
twong dau tién va té hai nhat ctia con nguwdi — va linh hon c6 thé hoa dong, hop
nhat vdi cai dai ngd vo bién vo thitc chang? Go6t sach duge nhitng tw duc do,
long nguoi sé duge binh tinh lam sao? Khong got sach dugc thi lam sao binh
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tinh? O duw6i tran ndy khong sao c6 hanh phic dwoc, nhw bon vé tin ngudng
thudong nghi, ma kiép sau ciing khéng sao c6 hanh phtic dwgc nhu biét bao ton
gido da tuyén bo. N6i bay hét rdo. Chi duwgce binh tinh khi nao diét dugc duc, luc
dé linh hon sé yén o6n, thanh thoat trong canh Niét Ban.

Vay la sau bdy nam tram tw, Pitc Phat tim dwgc nguyén nhan cta dau kho, Ngai
lai dit thanh Bénarés [Ba La Nai] va trong vieon hwou [16c uyén] Sarnath bat
dau giang thuyét Niét Ban cho nhan loai.

IV. LOI DAY CUA PUC PHATI8]

Chan dung Ptic Phdt — Phuong phdp cua Ngai — Tt diéu dé - Bdt chinh — Ngii
gi¢i — Dirc Phdt va Chiia Ki To6 — Thuyét bdt kha tri va chu truong phdn déi
gido héi — Chu truong vé than ctia Phdt — Tam Ii hoc vé linh hén — Y nghia clia
Niét Ban

Ciing nhw moi nha truyén giao thoi dé, Pirc Phat da giang dao 1y trong cac cudc
dam thoai, trong cac cudc hdi nghi, hodc bang nhitng ngu ngon. Ciling nhw
Socrate va Chuia Ki To6, khong bao gio Ngai c6 y chép lai dao cia Ngai thanh
sach, ma chi tom tat nhitng y chinh thanh nhitng sutta. Theo nhitng hoi ki cta
nhitng dé tr dau tién ctia Ngai thi tinh tinh Ngai hién ro 10i Ngai gidng day do,
va Ngai la nhan vat dau tién trong lich st An D6 lwu lai cho ta mdt bitc chan
dung ro rét: mot ngwoi rat nhiéu nghi Iyc, uy nghi va hao hung, nhung ngén ngi

https://thuviensach.vn


http://thuvien.vnthuquan.net/addmaster/themvao.asp#_ftn8

va ctr chi rat diu dang va c6 ditc bao dung v6 cung. Ngai khong[9] tw cho minh
dugc thién khai. Trong cac cudc tranh luan, Ngai té ra kién nhan va ton trong y
kién cta ngwoi khac hon hét thay cac dai sit d6 ctia nhan loai. Cit theo 10i cac dé
t cua Ngai — c6 1€ ho cling hoi ndi qua — thi Ngai theo ding gidi luat ahimsa:
“Gautama c6 tranh khong lam huy hoai doi song cta bat ki m6t sinh vat nao.
Ngai la chién si Kshatriya ma lai boé guwom gido, rat ghét sy tan bao, long cuyc ki
nhan tir, Ngai to niém ai wu vdi tat ca cac sinh vat... Khong khi nao néi xau, vu
oan cho ai... Ngai song co ho nhw chi dé hoa giai nhitng ké chia ré, khuyén
khich nhitng ké hoa hgp vGi nhau, Ngai yéu hoa binh, phung sw hoa binh, chi
thot nhitng 16i hoa binh”. Nhuw Lao T va Ki To, Ngai “di dic bdo oan”, ai
khong hiéu Ngai ma nhuc ma thi Ngai lam thinh. “Néu mdt nguwdi noi dién 1én
ma lam hai t6i thi t6i 14y tinh thwong ma che chd cho ngudi do, nguwoi ay cang
lam diéu ac cho toi thi t6i cang lam diéu thién cho ngwoi ay”. Mot lan mot ké
chat phac no mat sat Ngai, Ngai lang thinh nghe ké d6 no6i xong r6i, Ngai hoi
lai: “Nay con, néu mét ngudi khong chiu nhan mot tang vat nao do thi tang vat
d6 thudc veé ai?”. Ké do dap: “Vé nguoi dem tang”. — “Vay thi ta khong nhan
nhitng 16i mat sat ctia con dau, con nén gitt 1dy cho con”. Trai vGi nhiéu vi thanh
khac, Phat c6 tinh than hai hwdc va biét rang ban tdi siéu hinh ma khong mim
cuoi thi khéng la nha.

Ngai c6 mot cach dac biét dé thuyét phap, mac dau cach d6 mét phan nao chiu
anh hudng cach cua cac nha nguy bién lang thang duong thoi. Ngai di tw chau
thanh nay t&i chau thanh khac, cung v&i mot nhém dé tir than tin va phia sau la
cd mot ddm dong, c6 khi téi 1.200 tin do. Khong bao gio lo t6i ngay mai, nhitng
ké ngudng mo dang thirc gi thi Ngai an thitc d6, c6 lan Ngai nhan 16i dung com
trong nha mot & giang ho, lam cho ké ta hitu cia Ngai buc titc. Thuong thuwong
Ngai ngirng lai @ dau mét lang nao d6, cam trai trong mot khu ritng hodc bén bo
song. Buoi chiéu va budi t6i Ngai thuyét phap. Ngai dat nhitng cau héi nhw
Socrate, hodac ké mot ngu ngon c6 tinh cach luan li, hodc cuing dam dao, bién
luan mot cach 1é do, dwa ra nhitng cau ngan, c6 dong, tom tat duwgc dao cia Ngai
dé moi nguoi dé nhd. Sutta dwgc Ngai thwong nhdc nhd téi nhat la sutta vé “ti
diéu dé”, trong dé Ngai bao rang song la kho, khoé do duc ma ra, va diét moi duc
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vong dugc thi minh triét:

1. Bdy gio, hdi chu tdng, ta gidng dén kho dé: sinh la kho, bénh la kho, ldo la
kho, rau ri, than khoc, tdng tam tri, that vong la kho...

2. Bdy gio, hoi chu tdng, tdi tdp dé: nguyén nhdn ctua cdi kho la nhdn duc vé
nhai né lam cho con ngudi tdi sinh hoai, duc vong dé két hop vdi sy ham thich,
dam dat, Iuc nao ciing muén thod man cho dugc, nguyén nhan la cdi ham mé,
ham mé la thuc thé.

3. Bdy gio, hoi cdc chu tdng, tdi diét dé: phdi diét cho hét duc vong, nhu cau
bdng cdch thodt tuc.

4. Bdy gio, hoi chu tdng, t6i dao dé: con duong gidi thodt gom bdt chdnh:
chdnh kién[10], chdnh tw duy, chdnh ngit, chdnh nghiép, chdnh ménh, chdnh
tinh tién, chanh niém, chdnh dinh.

Phat tin rang du c6 lic vui thi cling khong da bu nhitng lic kho, va nhw vay tha
ding sinh ra 1a hon. Nwéc mat cta loai ngwdi nhiéu hon nwéc bon bién. Va lai
noi vui nao ciing c6 phan chua chat la vi né ngan ngui qua. Ngai hdi mot dé tu:
“Vui v@i buon, cai nao nhat thgi?”. Pé tir dap: “Bach sw phu, cai buon”. Cai
buon té hai nhat, khéng phai 1a cai tanha, toan thé duc vong, ma la cai duc vong
vi ki, duc vong huéng vé céi 1gi riéeng ctia mot phan ti chit khong phai cai lgi
chung cta toan thé, nhat 1a cai tinh duc né lam cho con ngudi sinh con dé cai,
thém hoai nhitng khoen m&i vao cai chudi sinh sinh, tao nén nhitng néi khé mai
chang c6 muc dich gi ca. Mot dé ti nghe Ngai giang, cho rang Ngai chap nhan
su tw ti, Ngai bao khong phai vay vi ty tir khong ich lgi gi hét: linh hon chwa
duwgc thanh khiét, van con duc vong thi con phai dau thai hoai cho t&i khi hoan
toan trat hét dwgc ban ngd mai thoi.
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Pbé t xin Ngai gidng rd thém vé “chanh ménh”, Ngai bén dat ra “ngii giGi” —
nhitng gidi luat ngan va gian di, nhung “c6 1é ham stic hon ma cling kho theo
hon “thap gidi” trong Do Thai giao”:

1. dung sat sanh.
2. ding trom cap.
3. diing vong ng.
4. dirtng udng ruou.
5. dirng ta dam.

Vé mot khia canh nao dé, 16i day caua Phat hgp véi 10i day cta Ki To mé6t cach
la lung, co ho nhu Phat gido bao triedc Ki To gido. “Di nhan dap san, di ditc bao
oan... Thang thi gay oan vi ké bai thay dau kho... Khéng bao gio oan diét dugc
oan, chi yéu méi diét duwgc oan”. Ciling nhuw Ki To, Ngai ngwong nghiu khi tiép
xtc véi phu nit va Ngai da do du lau lam méi cho ho vao tang hoi. Mot hom,
mot dé tir than tin, Ananda, hoi:

“Bach ton sw, doi vdi phu nit phdi lam sao?”

“Tranh dung nhin ho, Ananda.”

“Nhung néu nhin ho thi phdi lam sao?”

“Pung noi voi ho, Ananda”

“Nhung néu ho hoi trudc thi phdi lam sao?”

“Phadi md mat cho ki, Ananda”.
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Ton gido cua Ngai s thue chi gom phan dao dic, luan 1i, Ngai chi cha trong t&i
cach cu xwt, khong quan tam tGi nghi tiét, 1€ bai, t&i siéu hinh hoc, than hoc. Mot
hém, mot tu si Ba La Mon, treéc mat Ngai, ngd y mudn tam séng & Gayal[11].
Phat bao: “Can chi phai lai do, c6 thé tam & day duoc, can gi tdi Gaya? Nuéc
nao ma chang tot bang nwdc song Gaya”. That la diéu la lung nhat trong lich st
cac ton gido: Phat sang 1ap mot ton gido cho thé gidi ma dong thoi khong bao
gio ban t6i sy vinh cttu, vé mat bat diét caa linh hon, hodc vé Thugng Dé. Ngai
bao s vo cung la mot huyeén thoai do cac triét gia twdng twgng ra, ho khong biét
nhiin nhdn ty tha rang mot nguyén tr khong thé bao gom vii tru dwgc. Nghe
thién ha tranh luan vé vii tru vo cung hay hitu han, Ngai mim cwdi, co ho nhw
Ngai doan tridc duge nhitng cudc ban phiém vé Thién van — Than thoai cta cac
nha vat li hoc, toan hoc ngay nay. Ngai khong chiu dwa ra y kién vé cac van de:
vii tru ¢6 lic khéi thuy khong va sau nay c6 chung ki khong; linh hon va thé xac
la mot hay la hai; mot vi chi thanh c6 nhan dwgc mét phan thuwéng nao trén coi
thién dwong nao do khong. Ngai bao nhitng van dé dé la “ritng ram, sa mac, tro
mua r6i, 1a kho hinh, 1a suy cttu lung tung chang nham gi ca”, nén khong quan
tam tGi; no chi gay nhitng cudc tranh bién hang hai, nhitng oan han, buc boi,
phién nhiéu; khong bao gi¢ dwa tdi sy minh triét, sy an lanh cta tdm hon. Mu6n
duwgc thanh triét, muon cho tam hoén an tinh thi chi can quén minh di va lam diéu
thién, chit khong can biét ban thé cta vii try, cia Thugng Dé. Téi noi trong con
hai hwéc c6 thé lam cho nhiéu ngudi kho chiu, Ngai con bao rang néu c6 céac vi
than linh thi chinh cac vi d6 cling khong thé dap dwoc mot s6 cau héi.

Kevaddha nay, mét hém cé mét ban déng dao cua chiing ta tw héi cdu nay:
“Bén nguyén té dat, nudc, Itra, va gio tiéu diét dau mat ma khong dé lai chut di
tich nao cd thé?”. Ban do suy nghi hoai vé van dé dé riét roi xudt than, té xuong
va thdy ré rang con duong mdé ra trudc mdt dua téi xit cdc Than linh.

Kevaddha nay, thé la ban do tdi thién quoc cua bon vi dai vuong, hoi cdc vi
than & do: “Nay, chw huynh, bon nguyén to dat, nudc, Itta va gio tiéu diét dau
mdt ma khong lwu Igi chit di tich ndo cd thé?”. Ban dé héi nhv vdy xong, cdc
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than linh & thién duong cua bon vi than ddp lagi: “Chiing t6i khong biét duoc
huynh a. Nhung c6 boén vi dai vuong khdc quyén uy 16n hon vinh quang ruc r&
hon chiing t6i nhiéu. Cdc vi do6 chdc biét duoc. Thé la, Kevaddha nay, ban do di
kiém bon vi dai virong khdc, héi ho ciing cdu do, ho ciing ddp lai nhu vay, roi
lai bdo ban do di héi ba muoi vi nay [cdc vi vua khdc][12]; ba muoi vi nay lai
bdo ban dy kiém vua cta ho, tirc Sakka; Sakka ciing khong ddp duoc, lai bao di
héi cdc than Yama; cdc vi than nay lai bdo di héi vua ctua ho la Suyama;
Suyama lgi bdo di héi cdc than Tusita; cdc vi than nay lai bdo di héi vua ctia ho
la Santusita; Santusita lai bdo di héi cdc thdn Nimmana-rati, cdc vi than nay lai
bdo di héi vua cua ho la Sunimmita, Sunimmita lai bdao di héi cdc than Para-
nimmita, cdc vi than nay lai bao di tim vua cta ho la la Paranimmita Vatsavatti;
Vatsavatti bdo di hoi cdc than Brama — thé gidi[ 13].

Luc do, Kevaddha nay, ban ctia chiing ta tram tw dén noi thdy con duong dua
t6¢i Brama -thé gidi. Ban dé ben di kiém cdc vi than theo hau.

Ban do héi: “Nay cdc chu huynh, bon nguyén té dat, nudc, Itta va gié tiéu diét
dau mdt ma khéng lwu lai chut di tich nao ca thé?”. Ban do héi nhu vdy xong,
cdc vi theo hau Brama ddp: “Chiing t6i khéng biét dugc, huynh a, nhung con
ddng Brama, dai Brama, dang Duy nhdt, Quyén ndng t6i cao, Trong thdy hét
thdy, Chu té van vat, dang Kiém sodt, Sang tao, Chi huy hét thdy... bang Thuy
to ctua ngay thdng, Cha cua moi vdt hién cé va sé co! bBdng do quyén uy I6n
hon, vinh quang ruc r& hon chiing téi. Chdc ddng do biét duoc”.

“Pdng dai Brama do hién nay & dau?

“Huynh q, chting t6i khéng biét Pdng Brama & ddu, khéng biét tai sao co ngai,
Ngai tir ddu tdi, nhung khi nao huynh thdy nhitng ddu hiéu bdo truéc Ngai tdi,
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khi nao dnh sdng phdt ra, vi dnh sdng va hao quang ruc r& la ddu hiéu bdo
trudc Ngai xudt hién.

Va, Kevaddha nay, mét ldat sau, dai Brama xudt hién, ban ctia chting ta tién lqi
héi: “Nay huynh, bon nguyén t6 dat, nudc, Itra va gié tiéu diét dau mat ma
khéng Iuwu lgi chut di tich nao cd thé?”.

Ban doé vura héi xong, dai Brama dap:

“Huynh q, t6i la dai Brama, ddng t6i cao, Quyén ndng tét buc, Tréng thdy hét
thay, Cht thé van vdt, ddng Kiém sodt, Sdng tao, Chi huy hét thdy, chinh téi ddt
moi ngudi vao dia vi cta ho, t6i la Thuy t6 ctia ngay thdng, Cha ctia moi vat
hién co6 va moi vdt sé co!”.

Ban cua chiing ta bén héi Brama: “Té6i khong héi huynh co thuc dang cé du
quyén ndng nhw huynh néi hay khong. Téi chi héi: “Bén nguyén té dat, nudc,
lira va gié tiéu diét dau mdt ma khong luu lai chut di tich ndo cd thé?”. Thé ma,
Kevaddha o1, than dai Brama van ddp nhu trudc. Ban cua chiing ta héi lan thir
ba. Va, Kevaddha nay, dai Brama kéo ban chuing ta lai mét cho vang bdo nho:
“Tat ca nhitng vi than theo hdu Brama — thé gidi do déu tin rdang khéng co gi
ma t6i khong thdy, khong cé gi ma t6i khéng hiéu, khéng c6 gi ma téi khong
thue hién duoc. Vi vdy ma toi khong muon tra loi tredc mdt ho. Nay huynh g, t6i
thu that khéng biét bon nguyén t6 dat, nudc, Itra va gio tiéu diét ddu mdat ma
khong lvwu lgi chut di tich nao ca”.

Khi c6 vai mon dé nhac Phat rang mot so6 tu si Ba La Moén ty cho rang c6 thé
gidi dap duwgc nhitng van dé do. Ngai ché nhao ho: “Nay cac ban, c6 mot s6
ngwoi tu hanh kho hanh va mét s6 Ba La Mon nhui nhw trach, tay cac ban khong
lam sao nam duwgc, khi ta héi ho mét cau vé van dé nay hay van dé khac thi ho
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né tranh, ho nhw loai lwon”. i vGi cac tu si dwong thoi, Ngai cé giong cham
chich nhét; Ngai cho ho 1a ngdy tho khi tin rang 10i trong cac kinh Veda 1a 16i
thién khai, va Ngai lam cho dang cdp Ba La Mon tu cao tu dai phai phan nd khi
Ngai thu nhan vao tang hdi bat ki ngudi trong tap cap nao. Ngai khong chi trich
thang ché do tv phan chia tap cdp nhung bao cac dé tir: “Cac con nén di thuyét
phap khap cac xt, t6i dau cling bao rang giau nghéo, sang hén gi thi moi ngudoi
cling nhu nhau, va moi tap cdp tan hoa trong ton gido cua ta cling nhw moi con
song tan vao bién ca”. Ngai khong nhan nhitng mantra (thanh ca) va nhitng than
chy, cling khong chap nhan sy kho hanh, sy tung niém, cau nguyén. C¥ twr ti,
diu dang, khong tranh bién, Ngai thanh 1ap mot ton gido khong tin diéu, khong
tang 1 va tuyén bo rang con dwong giai thoat mé ra cho moi ngwoi, ca nhitng
nguoi khong theo dao.

P6i khi, vi thanh n6i danh nhat An Do, tir cha trwong Bat-kha-tri budc qua chu
treong vo than triét dé[14]. Ngai tuyén bo thang rang khong c6 than linh, va co
khi nao néi t6i Brama thi Ngai coi Brama nhw mot thuc thé, chit khong phai la
mot khai niém; Ngai khong da ddo tuc cuing than trong dan ching, nhung Ngai
mim cuwdi khi nghi rang ngudi ta sao c6 thé dang 16i cau nguyén 1én mét dang
Bat-kha-tri: “That l1a dién khung mdi nghi rang mot nguwoi khac cé thé lam cho
ta sung swéng hoac cuc kho”, hanh phiic va kho chi la “qua”, ma dong tac, thai
do, duc vong cta ta méi la “nhan”. Khong khi nao Phat doa mén do rang sé bi
than linh tritng phat néu khong an & ding dao; Ngai khong nhan c6 thién duong,
c6 dia nguc. Ngai cam thdy rat ré rang rang con ngwoi dau va chét 1a do nhitng
luat sinh hoa ty nhién, chit khong phai do y chi ctia mot than linh. Trong hon
hop thién va ac, c6 trat tw va vo trat t do, Ngai khong tim ra duwgc mét qui tac
bat di bat dich nao ca, khong mét trung tam luan li 1au bén ca; Ngai chi thay
cudc song 1én roi xudng, tién thodi nhu thuy triéu, ma cai citu canh duy nhat c6
tinh cach siéu hinh chi la sy bién dich.

Than hoc ctia Ngai 1a mot th than hoc vo than, ma tam 1i hoc ctia Ngai ciling la
mot thit tdm 1i hoc vo linh hon: Ngai tuyét nhién khong chap nhan thuyét vo linh
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hon, thuyét cua Ngai hop véi thuyét cia Hume. Ching ta khong thé biét dugc
chit gi ca ngoai nhitng cdm giac ngoai ngli quan; vay thi vat chat nao ciing la
sttc manh, thyc chat nao cling van hanh. Doi song chi la mot sy bién dich, mot
dong than nhién sinh r6i t&; “linh hon” la mot huyén thoai ma tri 6¢ yéu 6t cta
ta, muon cho tién, dat né6 mot cach vo li & sau nhitng trang thai y thitc cua ta.
Cai “linh hon siéu nhién truc gidc” chi 1a mot cai béng; chi cam giac c6 thue, nod
tw sap dat roi gy thanh ki (&, thanh y nghi. Ngay cai “nga” cting khéng phai la
thuc thé & ngoai nhitng trang théi tinh than dé; n6 chi la sy tiép tuc cta nhitng
trang thai dy, ki &c ctia nhitng trang thai xdy ra thoi triwdc hién lai trong nhitng
trang thai xay ra thoi sau, thém vao dé nhitng tap tuc tinh than va luan li, nhitng
kha nang va xu huwéng ctia co thé. Sy ti€p noi nhau ctua cac trang thai dé6 khong
do mot “y chi” than bi nao quyét dinh, ma do di truyén, théi quen, ndi canh va
hoan canh. Cai tinh than n6 chdy nhw dong nwéc do, ma ban thé chi la nhitng
tam trang noi tiép nhau, cai linh hon dé hodc cai “nga” do, do di truyén va kinh
nghiém ma thanh, khéng thé nao bat diét dwoc, néu ta hiéu bat diét la c6 thé ton
tai hoai. Cac vi thanh, ngay Phat nita, chét roi ciing la hét.

Nhuwng néu nhw vay thi lam sao giang dugc su tai sinh? Néu khong c6 linh hon
thi cai gi dau thai dé tra lai nghiép trong kiép trwdc? P6 la nhuwgc diém trong
triét 1i Phat; Ngai khong bao gio thang than giai sy mau thuan gitta thuyét tam 1i
duy li d6 vdi su chdp nhan thuyét luan hoi mot cach dé dang, chang phé phan gi
cia Ngai. Thuyét luan hoéi rat pho bién & An Do t6i ndi nguoi An nao khong
theo Hoi gido cling chdp nhan n6é nhw mot cong li, nghia 1a mot dinh li hién
nhién, khong can phai ban bac nita ma ciing gan nhw chang can phai tim kiém
chitng c nita. Biét bao thé hé ngan ngti ké ti€p nhau trong xit d6, nén tw nhién
con nguwdi nghi tdi luan hoi caa sinh lyc — hodc, néu muén dung ngdn ngit than
hoc — cuda linh hoén. Phat ty nhién c6 y niém dé, nhw ching ta hit khéng khi &
chung quanh ta: d6 la diéu duy nhat ma khong bao gio Ngai nghi ngd. Luon
lu6n Ngai cho banh xe Luan héi va luat Karma (Nghiép bao) la ding: Ngai chi
nghi tdi cach thoat ra khoi vong luan héi va thuc hién duge ¢ trén kiép tran nay
canh Niét Ban, r6i t6i sy huy diét hoan toan.

https://thuviensach.vn



Vay Niét Ban la gi? Khé ma dap mot cach minh bach qua quyét duwoc, vi Phat
khong cho biét chit gi vé diéu dd; con nhitng nguwdi ndi chi Ngai thi dwa ra da
cach dinh nghia. Ngon ngi* Sanscrit thuong cho né cai nghia la “tat” nhu ngon
den hay ngon ltra tat. Cac thanh thw Phat gido cho n6 nhitng y nghia nhw sau: a/
trang thai thanh thoi sung swéng ma ngudi ta cé thé dat duwgc ngay trén coi tran
nay sau khi diét hét moi tw duc; b/ sy giai thoat cia ca nhan khoi cai vong luan
hoi; ¢/ sy tiéu diét dwoc y thitc cd nhan; d/ sy hoa hgp ca nhan v6i Thuong DE;
e/ canh thién dwong sau khi chét.

Ct theo 10i day cta chinh Bitc Phat ma doan thi Niét Ban co ho nhw c6 nghia la
diét moi tw duc, nhd vay ma thoat canh luan hoi. Trong cac sach Phat gido, tur
nglt d6 thuong cé nghia thé tuc vi ta thwdng thady nhac téi danh tir Arhat (La
Han), tr6 m6t vi minh triét da lan lan vuot dugce bay giai doan dwéi day: tu chq,
tim dugc chan li, c6 nghi luc, binh tinh, vui vé, tap trung tv twdng va dai do. Bé
la n6i dung chit khong phai nguyén nhan cta Niét Ban. S& di dat dugc canh Niét
Ban la nho diét dwgc moi tw duc va trong hau hét cac sach giai thich dau tién thi
Niét Ban c6 nghia la an tinh, thoat khoi moi noi dau khé nho ty huy diét minh
dugc — theo nghia tinh than. Pirc Phat bao: “Va bay gio ta gidng t6i diét dé. Diét
d€ la diét cho hét moi dam mé, la liéng bo, huy bd, tw gidi thoat khéi cai khat
khao d6” — tic cai duc vong ich ki. Theo thuyét ctia Phat thi Niét ban gan nhw
dong nghia véi toan phuc, vGi trang thai thod man binh tinh ctia tdm hoén khi ta
khong con nghi lo vé ban than nita. Tuy nhién, Niét Ban con c6 nghia la huy
diét, la thoat khéi vong luan hoi, phan thudng cao nhat ctia nguwdi tu hanh dac
dao.

Phat bao rot cude ching ta thay thuyét ca nhan vé phuong dién luan 1i hay tam 1i
déu la ngu mudi. Nhitng céi “nga” cta ta lic nao ciing lo lang, xao dong, thuc ra
khong phai la nhitng sinh vat ca biét, ma chi la nhitng gon song trén dong nuwdc.
Khi ching ta da ty coi minh chi la nhitng phan t trong mét toan thé 16n lao
(trong cai Pai Nga), khi ching ta da cai hoa dwoc nhitng cai “tiéu ngad” cua
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ching ta, cho nhitng duc vong riéng tw nhap vao duc vong cua DPai Nga thi
nhitng that vong, that bai ca nhan cta ta, nhitng dau kho cuda ta va ngay ca cai
chét khong tranh khoi duwgc cua ta nita, cling khong lam cho rau ri, chua chat, vi
tat ca nhitng cai dé tan mat trong cai vo bién. Khi ching ta biét yéu, khong phai
cai doi song ca biét ctia ta ma toan thé nhan loai va toan thé cac sinh vat thi lic
do6 chiing ta méi thay dugc sy an tinh.

[1] Nguoi ta thwong bdo rang thdi do, nhan loai phat sinh vo6 s6 thién tai, ruc r&
nhu ngdi sao. Mahavani va Phat & An Do, Lio Tt va Khong Tt & Trung Hoa,
Jérémie va Isale thit nhi & Judée, cac triét gia tién Socrate ¢ Hi Lap va co 1€
Zarathoustra ¢ Ba Tu. Sy kién dé cho chiing ta ngo rang nhitng nén van minh c6
d6 c6 it nhiéu lién lac v6i nhau, chiu anh hudng lan nhau ma hién nay ching ta
chwa dinh r6 duoc.

[2] Tt&c nhitng “truyén thuyét vé Phat ra doi” viét vao khoang thé ki thi V sau
cong nguyén. Mat truyén thuyét khac, trong cudn Lalitavistara da duwgc Edwin
Arnold viét phong ra tiéng Anh nhan dé la The Light of Asia. V6 Pinh Cuwong
phéng dich ra tiéng Viét 1a Anh Pgo Vang. (ND).

[3] Uposatha la bon ngay thiéng trong thang: ngay séc, ngay vong, ngay mung
tam, va hai mwoi ba am lich.

[Ngay s6c, ngay vong c6 nghia la ngay mung mot va ngay ram. (Goldfish)]
[4]Bodhisattwa c6é nghia la vé sau sé thanh Phat, & day tré Dirc Phat. Phat cé
nghia la “giac”, mot vi sang sudt hiéu moi sy i trong vii tru. Phat chi 1a mot
trong nhiéu tén danh nguwdi ta tang Ngai. Chinh tén tuc la Siddharta [Tat Pat Ta]
tén ho (thi toc) la Gautama [C6 Pam]. Ngai ciing c6 tén la Shakya-Muni [Thich
Ca Mau Ni] nghia la vi minh triét cia bo lac Shakya, va tén Tathagata [Nhw Lai]
nghia la “Vi nam dugc chan 1i”. Nhung Ngai chwa hé 1an nao ty xwng nhu vay.
[5] Cay sal: cay sal hay sala titc la cay Shorea robusta, co6 tac gia viét la cay
ashoka hay simsapa tirc la cay vo wu Saraca indica, con c6 tén vang anh. (Theo
Vo Quang Yén, Cdy coi trong doi Dirc Phadt,
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http://www.khoahoc.net/baivo/voquangyen/caycoitrongdoiducphat.htm).
(Goldfish).

[6]Ttc La Hau La. (Goldfish).

[7] T&c Uu Lau Tan Loa. (Goldfish).

[8] Nhitng tai liéu c6 nhat chép vé Dirc Phat day, va hoi dang cho ta tin la cac
kinh Pitaka (tirc do luat) viét cho cudc Hoi nghi Phat gido nam 241 trudc cong
nguyén, hoi nghi dé cho nhitng 16i chép trong kinh d6 la dung 1oi Phat day,
nhitng 10i d6 da truyén khau bon thé ki tir khi Ngai tich, va sau cung dwgc chép
lai thanh tiéng Pali vao khodng 80 trudc cong nguyén. Cac Pitaka dé chia lam
tam tang: Sutta t@c kinh (ki sy), Vinaya titc luat, va Abhidhamma titc luan.
Chinh trong Sutta-Pitaka nguoi ta thay nhitng 10i d6i thoai ciia Phat ma Rhys
David dat ngang hang v&i nhitng 161 doi thoai ctia Platon. Nhung thyc ra kinh dé
khong chac chan da chép ding 161 day ctia chinh Bitc Phat ma c6 1€ chi 1a chép
10i ctia cac hoc phai Phat. Charles Eliot bao: “Mac dau nhitng tap ki sy la cong
trinh suwu tap ctia nhiéu thé ki, cang ngay cang tang bo thém, nhung t6i khong co
li do gi dé nghi ngo rang trong nhitng ki sy ¢6 nhat khong cé chit hoi ki cua
nhitng ngudi song dong thoi vdi Phat, da thay va da nghe 10i day cta Phat”.
[Bdo luat: Toi da tam stta do ludt thanh bdo ludt. Nguyén van tiéng Anh la:
Baskets of the Law. (Goldfish)].

[9] Chit “khong” do t6i thém vao. Nguyén van tiéng Anh cad cdu: He claimed

“enlightenment”, but not inspiration; he never pretended that a god was
speaking through him. (Tam dich: Ngai cho biét minh “gidc ng6”, nhung khong
do linh cdm, Ngai khong bao gid tuyén bo rang Thugng Dé da ndi qua Ngai).
(Goldfish).

[10] Chanh kién: sach in thiéu hai chit nay. Nguyén van tiéng Anh la: right
views. (Goldfish).

[11] Mot thanh dia ctia An D6, noi mét chi nhanh cta con song Gange (song
Hang). Dttrc Phat 6 lan lai do thuyét phap.

[12] T6i ngo ban tiéng Phap in 16n & day: ... il fut renvoyer aux trente-trois
qui...; c6 1é thiéu may chit autres rois, t6i doan nhw vay ma thém vo. Ciing c6
thé 1a trentes rois (ba mwoi vi vua) ma in 10n la trente troi (ba mwoi ba). (ND).
[Nguyén van tiéng Anh, tir dau cdu dén day la: “Then that brother, Kevaddha,
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went to the the Four Great Kings, and put the same question, and was sent on,
by a similar reply, to the Thirty-three”. Nhuw vay, ban tiéng Phap in trente troi
(Thirty-three - ba muoi ba) la dang. (Goldfish)].

[13] Sach in thiéu mot doan lién quan dén cac than Tusita va vua cta ho la
Santusita; cac than Nimmana-rati va vua ctia ho la Sunimmita; cac than Para-
nimmita va vua ctia ho 1a Paranimmita Vatsavatt. O trén, dwa theo mach van, toi
da tam dich thém mot doan dé dwa cac vi d6 vao. Nguyén van tiéng Anh: (...)
Suyama; who sent him on to the Tusita gods, who sent him on to their king,
Santusita; who sent him on to the Nimmana-rati gods, who sent him on to their
king, Sunimmita; who sent him on to the Para-nimmita Vasavatti gods who sent
him on to their king, Vasavatti, who sent him on to the gods of the Brahma-
world. (Goldfish).

[14] Charles Eliot bao: “Phat nghi rang thé gi¢i khong do mot than linh nao
sang tao ma luan li khong phai do than linh khai thi. Mot ton gido khéng dwa
vao nhitng quan niém dé ma c6 thé thanh 1ap, ton tai dugc, do la mot diéu quan
trong bac nhat”.
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Will Durant
An D va Phat Thich Ca
Nguoi dich: Nguyén Hién Lé
V. NHUNG NGAY CUOI CUNG CUA PHAT
Cac phép mau cta Ngai — Ngai trd vé tham nha - Tang 1t - Ngai tich

Bay gio chiing ta phai tir ngon nui triét 1i d6 tut xuéng ma nghe nhitng truyén
hoang dwong ngdy tho lwu truyén vé phan cudi cung trong doi cung lic tich cta
Phat T6. Mac dau Ngai khinh thuwong cac phép mau ma dé tir ctia Ngai cling
théu dét ca ngan truyén vé nhitng viéc than ki Ngai da thuc hién dwoc. Chi trong
nhdy mat Ngai bay qua bén bo kia con song Gange; cay tam Ngai danh rét bién
thanh mot cay 6 thu to 16n; mot lan, sau khi Ngai thuyét phap, “ca vii tru rung
dong”. Khi ké thu Ngai, Devadatta (Dé Ba Dat Pa) tha mé6t con voi dién cho n6
xong lai phia Ngai thi n6 bi Ngai chinh phuc lién ma “tran tré tinh thwong”. Can
c vao nhitng chuyén do, Senat va vai nha bac hoc khac két luan rang truyén ki
vé Phat do nhiéu huyén thoai c6 vé mat troi ma thanh [1]_. Diéu dé khong co
chut quan hé nao ca; doi vdi ching ta, Phat dai biéu cho tat ca nhitng tw twéng
trong Phat gido, va hiéu nhw vay thi Dirc Phat hoan toan c6 thuec.

Cac kinh Phat ta Ngai bang nhitng nét rat dep. Ngai c6 v6 sO mon dé va trong
khap cac thanh thi mién Bic An D0, ai ciing nhan rang Ngai 1a mot bic minh
triét. Than phu Ngai hay tin Ngai thuyét phap & gan Kapilavastu, sai mot st gia
di moi Ngai bé ra mot ngay vé tham cung dién noi Ngai sinh ra. Ngai vé va phu
vuong tredc kia khoc 16c khi Ngai bd cung dién ra di, nay mirng rd thay Ngai
tré thanh mot vi thanh. Con vg Ngai van giit tiét véi Ngai, bay gio gap lai, qui
xudng dwdi chan Ngai, 6m hon mat ca chan Ngai va ton sung Ngai nhw mot vi
than. Luc d6 phu viong Suddhodhana méi cho Ngai hay rang vg Ngai thuong
mén Ngai vo cung: “Khi con dau t6i hay Ngai ban do vang (nhw céc tu si), n6
cling ban 4o vang; khi n6é hay Ngai chi an mo6i ngay mot bita thi né ciing chi an
moi ngay mot bita; khi né hay Ngai khong chiu ngt trong mot chiét giwong rong
thi né cling kiém mot chiéc givong hep dé ngu, va khi né hay Ngai khong cai
hoa, khong dung dau thom nita thi né cling bo tat ca nhitng thit d6”. Phéat chic
phtc cho vg r6i lai 1én duong.
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Con trai Ngai, Rahula, cling qui mén Ngai lam, doi di theo, bao: “Cai béng cua
Ngai mat mé lam sao”. Than mau Rahula mudn cho con sau nay lam vua, nhung
Phat nhan cho cau ta vao tang hoi. Nguoi ta liva mot hoang tir khac, Nanda[2],
lam thé tr, nhwng chwra lam 1é tan phong xong thi Nanda ciing di tim Ditc Phat,
xin phép dwgc vo tang hdi. Hay tin d6, phu vivong Suddhodhana rét rau ri, bén
xin Phat mot an hué: “Khi Ngai bo nha di, t6i dau long lam; ro6i téi Nanda thi
cling vay, t6i Rahula con hon Nanda nita. Long thwong con lam dit da thit, bap
thit, thau tdi tuy. Vay xin Ngai ra 1énh cho cac dé ti ctia Ngai ditng nhan mot
thanh nién nao vo tang hoi néu cha me khéng cho phép”. Phat nhan 1oi va ti do,
phdi c6 phép cua cha me méi dugce qui y.

Ton gido do, theo nguyén tac khéng cé tu si, vay ma ngay tit hoi dau, ché do
tang vién da phat trién manh gan nhw dao Ba La Mo6n r6i. Sau khi Phat tich it
1au, chw tang cling giau c6, map map gan bang bon tu si Ba La Mon. Cac tin dé
dau tién trong tang hdi mot phan la cac cyu Ba La Moén va con em cac phu gia &
Bénares va cac thanh phé chung quanh Bénares. Nhitng bhikkhu (Ti khuu) dé
thoi con Bic Phat, song mot cach don gian. Ho chao nhau va chao moi ngudi
héi chuyén ho bang mot cau y nghia rat dep: “Van vat an lac”. Ho phai gitr ngii
gidi; ho lai phai dep moi di kién ma khuyén nguoi khac hoa giai; ho phai luén
lubn té long thuong moi ngwdi va moi loai vat; ho phai tranh moi thu vui vé xac
thit, vé ngti quan, tranh nhac, vii, hat tuéng, cac tro choi, sy xa xi, néi chuyén
phiém, tranh luan, doan cat hung, hoa phiic; ho tuyét nhién khong dugc di lai
v6i dan ba, trdnh moi sy dam duc, hoan toan ché duc. Vi mém long trudc 16i
nan ni, Phat cho phép phu ni* v6 tang hdi nhwng Ngai an han hoai vé sy nhu
nhwgc d6. Ngai bao: “Ananda, néu trwde kia ta khong cho dan ba v6 tang hoi thi
ton gido gitt tinh cach thuan khiét dwoc lau, chanh phap it gi ciing ding vitng
duoc ngan ndm. Nhung ta 16 cho phép ho thi chanh phap chi gilt dwgc khong
qua nam tram nam”. Ngai c6 li. Pai ton Sangla (Tang gia) hién nay van con
nhwng tir 1au khong con theo ding 16i day cta Phat nita, da hoa doi bai, nhiém
thuat phu thuy, tin v6 so6 di doan va thd da cac thit than.
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Vao khoang gan cudi doi Ngai, tin d6 da bat dau ton Ngai la than, mac dau Ngai
luén ludn nhac ho rang phdi tw suy nghi lay, dirng tin han nhitng 10i cia Ngai.
Dbay la mot trong nhitng doan doi thoai cudi cung ctia Ngai:

Dai dirc Sariputtal3]tdi gan cho Pirc Chi Thdnh ngoi, cti chdo réi rén rén ngoi
xuéng bén canh Ngai va thuwa: “Bach Birc Chi Thdnh, toi tin Ngai tdi noi cho
rdang xua kia khéng bao gio cé, hién nay cting khéng cé ma sau nay ciing khéng
bao gio’ c6 mét nguoi nao, du la tu si Ba La Mén hay dao si du thuyét[4], ma lai
vi dai, minh triét hon Ngai dugc”.

Ton sw ddp: “Nay Sariputta, nhitng 10i ban mdi thét ra dé dep dé ma khinh sudt
ddy, qua thuc da khong tiéc loi tdn tung nhiét liét! Phdi, ban da biét tat ca cdc vi
Chi Thdnh thoi xwa, ban da dem tdt ca tri thong minh dé xét sy’ sdu sdc trong tu
tudng cua nhitng vi do, ban lgi biét r6 dirc hanh, sw minh triét ctia ho va biét ho
dad dat toi mic gidi thoat nao, phdi vday khong?”.

“Khong phdai vay dau, thua Ngai!”.

“Df nhién, ban dd suy nghi ma trc dodn cdc vi Chi Thdnh sau nay ra sao... va
ban da diing 6c thng minh cua ban dé do su hiéu biét ctia ho rong ra sao, phdi
vay khong?”.

“Khong phdi vay dau, thua Ngai”.

“Nhung nay, Sariputta, it nhdt ban ciing biét to6i, chinh téi chit... va da hiéu
thdu tinh than cta t6i chi?”.

“Thuwa khong a”.
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“Sariputta, ban nhdn rdng ban khéng biét r6 long cdc vi Gidc ngd thoi xua,
cling khong biét ro long cdc vi sau nay. Nhw vy tai sao ban lgi diung nhitng 10i
dep dé va khinh sudt do? Tai sao ban lai khong tiéc 10i tdn tung t6i nhu vdy?”.

Chinh Ananda, da chép lai nhitng 16i day bao cudi cting va cao thuwgng nhat cua
Phat:

Nay Ananda, tdt cd nhitng nguoi nao, hodc ngay bdy gio, hodc sau khi ta chét,
tw lam ngon dén soi sdng cho minh, tw lam cho nuong tua cho minh, khéng tim
mot cho nuong tua nao khdc ngodi chinh minh ra, ma can dam coi Chan Ii la
ngon dudc... khong tim mét ché nwong tua ndao & nguoi khdc — nhitng nguoi do
sé lén dugc tdi cdi buc toi cao! Nhung nhitng nguoi do phdi lo hoc hoi hodi méi
duoc!

Phat tich nam 483 truvdc cong nguyén, tho tdm muoi tudi. Ngai bao: “Chu tang,
bay gi0 toi ddn moi ngwdi nay. Tat ca nhitng vat gi gom nhiéu yéu t6 thi thé nao
cling co6 lac diét. Tan lwc hanh dao di nhé”. B6 la di ngon cta Ngai.

VI. THOI PAI CUOI CUNG CUA PAO PHATI5]

Thoi cuc thinh cua dap Phat — Tiéu thdng va dai thdng — Mayahana — Pgo
Phdt, dao khdc ki va dao Ki T6 — Dao Phdt suy vi — Pao Phdt truyén qua: Tich
Lan, Mién Dién, Turkistan, Tdy Tang, Cao Mién, Trung Hoa va Nhdt Bdn

Vua Acoka[6] mat dugc khodng hai tram nam thi dao Phat dat t&i mitc cuc thinh
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& An Do. Thoi gian phat trién cia dao do6, tir tritu dai Acoka t6i trieu dai
Harsha[7], cling chinh la hoang kim thoi dai cta ton gido vé nhiéu phwong dién.
Nhung Phat gido thoi thinh d6 khong con la dao cua Phat T6 nita, ma cé thé néi
la dao cua Subhadda[8], ngwoi dé tiv da phan khang lai Ngai khi hay tin Ngai
tich, bdo v&i mudi chin tang si: “Khoc bay nhiéu du roi, rau ri bdy nhiéu da roi!
Bay gio chung ta thoat li dwgc dai Samana (Sa Mo6n) r6i. Tt nay khéi phai nghe
hoai: “Diéu nay nén lam, diéu no khong nén”. Tt nay chinh minh tha h6 mu6n
lam gi thi lam, va khaéi bi bat budc lam diéu khong mu6n lam nita”.

Ho lgi dung ngay su tw do do6 va tu tach ra thanh hai gido phai. Hai thé ki sau
Phat tich, di san tinh than cia Ngai chia thanh mwdi tdm gido phéi. Nhitng Phat
tt & Nam An va Tich Lan con gitt ding trong mot thoi gian gido 1i gian di va
thuan khiét cia Ngai, ma ngudi ta goi la Hinayana (Tiéu thang hay Tiéu thia):
ho thd Phat khong phdi nhw mét vi than ma nhw mot vi truyén dao vi dai, va
Thanh kinh cua ho 1a nhitng ban bang tiéng Pali chép gido ly nguyén thuy. Trai
lai, tai khdp Bic An, Tay Tang, Mong C6, Trung Hoa va Nhat Ban nguoi ta theo
gido li Mahayama (Pai thdng hay Dai thira) ma Pai hoi ton giao Kanishka da
xac dinh r6i truyén ba; nhitng nha than hoc nay tuyén bo rang Phat T6 la Bang
Than Linh, chung quanh Ngai c6 vo s6 Bo Tat, La Han; ho theo phép tu kho
hanh yoga ctia Patanjali va in mdt ban kinh mdi bang tiéng sanscrit; kinh nay
mac dau chita day nhitng t€ vi siéu hinh va than hoc, tao ra mét ton gido dugc
binh dan (& An) theo nhiéu hon 1a dao nghiém khéic, bi quan ctia Thich Ca Mau
Ni.

DPai thang la mot thi Phat gido pha nhat vi c6 thém nhiéu vi than, nhiéu tap
quan, 1é nghi, huyén thoai Ba La Mon hgp véi ngudoi Tartare & Kushan, nguai
Mong Co6 ¢ Tay Tang, ma vua Kanishka[9] thong tri. Nguoi ta twdng twgng mot
cOi troi trén c6 nhiéu vi Phat, ma Phat Amida (A-Di-ba), bang Citu Thé, duoc
dan chung tho phung nhiéu nhat: phai c6 mot Thién dwong va mot Dia nguc dé
khuyén thién tritng ac chi, thé la nha vua cé cach dung quan linh vao mét viéc
khac nita. Trong than thuyét méi do, cac vi than t6i cao la cac Bodhisattwa (Bo6
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Tat), ticc nhitng dang dang dugc 1én coi Niét Ban roi (nghia la thoat vong luan
hoi r6i), nhung ti nguyén dau thai trong nhiéu kiép nita dé gitp nhitng nhitng ké
¢ trén tran tim dugc chinh dao[10]. Ciing nhu trong cac gido phai Ki T6 ¢ mién
DPia Trung Hai, cac vi Bo Tat d6 duwgc dan chiing thd phung téi noi at han Phat
T6 trong sy 1€ bai cling nhw trong nghé thuat. Roi nguoi ta cling tha Phat tich,
Phat cot, cling dung nwdc dwong, doét nhang, dén, lan trang hat, dung moi thi
trang strc thudc vé gido hoi, cling dung mot t& ngit[11] trong cac kinh ké, roi
tang ni phai xudng téc, phdi ¢ doc than, phai truong trai, phai tung kinh sam hoi,
cling phong thanh nhitng ngudi t vi dao, cling tao ra tinh-tdi-giGi, cling tung
kinh siéu do cho ngudi chét, tom lai la Phat gido Pai Thang c6 da nhitng hinh
thitc 1€ nghi ctia Ki T6 gido thai Trung c6, va hinh nhw nhiéu hinh thitc 1€ nghi
cta Ki T6 da muon cia Phat gido[12]. Thanh thit Pai Thang doi v6i Tiéu Thang
tirc Phat gido nguyén thuy ciing twva nhw Cong gido doéi véi dao Khac Ki va Ki
T6 gido nguyén thuy, Phat T6, cling nhw Luther sau nay, da twéng 1am rang nghi
thitc — mot thi bi kich ton gido — c6 thé thay bang nhitng 16 thuyét phap va day
luan li; vi vy ma mot thit Phat gido nhiéu than thoai, phép mau, 1é bai, c6 vo s6
cac vi than thanh lam trung gian gitta tin do va Pang T6i Cao, da thang Phat
gido nguyén thuy, cling nhw Cong gido da sac thai, chi trong t6i bé ngoai da
thang Ki T6 gido gian di, nghiém khac thoi nguyén thuy va thang dao Tin Lanh
thoi can dai.

Chinh vi dan ching thich da than gido, thich phép mau va huyén thoai ma lam
cho Phéat gido nguyén thuy suy tan, rot cudc chinh Pai Thang ciling bi linh lac
ngay trén dit An Do nita. Vi néi theo cai giong cac stt gia lam khon hon c6
nhan[13]

An gido cac huyén thoai va cac 15i than, lan lan 1dp dwoc cai ho giita hai ton
gido thoi nguyén thuy va ngudi ta cé thé biét trede duwge rang ton gido nao dam
ré sau trong dan chiing nhat, hgp vdi nguyén vong dan chiing nhat, sau cung, c6
nhitng nguon 1gi kinh té 16n nhat, dwgc chinh quyén ung hd nhat, sé nuét dwoc
ton gido kia[14]. Ttc thi cai long tin di doan chinh né 1a da thit, khi huyét cta
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loai nguoi, tir ton gido cii truyén qua ton gido mdi, téi noi nhitng 1€ nghi vé tho
phung duong vat ctia cac gido phai Shakti cling thay xuat hién trong dao Phat
nita. Cac tu si Ba La Mo6n von kién nhan vo6 ctung, lan lan phuc hoi uy tin va lai
dwgce nha vua bao hg, va rot cudc, triét gia tré tudi Shankara, lai lam cho cac
kinh Veda thanh can ban tu twéng cua An D6 va tir d6 Phat gido mat dia vi lanh
dao tinh than & An.

Tuy nhién don t6i hau khong phdi ty dao Ba La M6n ma ty ngoai nhan tung ra
va c6 thé noi chinh la Phat giap da tw gay hoa cho minh. Uy tin ctia Sanga (Tang
Gia) da thu hut vua Acoka va dong doi qui phai nhat Magadha (ttc nhitng nguwoi
ma me thudc tap cap kshatriya, cha thudc tap cap vaisya), ma tao thanh mot tang
Itr doc than yéu hoa binh; ngay thoi Phat To da c6 vai nha ai quoc than rang
“tang si Gautama khuyén khich ngwdi ta dirng sinh con dé cai nita, nhw vay cac
gia dinh sé tuyét tw mat”. Sy phat trién cua Phat gido va ché do tang vién ¢ dau
ki nguyén mot mat, sw chia ré vé chinh tri mat khac, ca hai déu lam cho stic
chéng cu ctia An suy di va An dé bi ngoai nhan xam ling. Khi ngudi A Rap vo
c0i, néng ndy muodn truyén ba mot nhat than gido gian di, khac kho, trong thay
cac nha su biéng nhac, ham tién, song nhd long mé tin caa céac tin d6 ngu xuan
thi ho chang nhitng khinh bi ra mat ma con thay gai mat, cho pha hét cac chua
chién, giét hang ngan nha s, ma dan ching ngai khéng con ai ddm dau Phat
nita. Nhitng ké séng sot bi dao Ba L.a Mon thu hat trd lai, thé 1a ton gido chinh
thong thoi xwa tiép nhan cac ngwoi theo “ta gido” da biét hoi han, va “dao Ba La
Mon than thiét bop chét Phat gido”. Pao Ba La Mon bao gid cling khoan dung;
lich st cac cudc thinh suy, 1én xuéng cta dao Phat va ca tram gido phai khac day
nhitng truyén tranh bién, gay 1on, nhung tuyét nhién khong c6 mot vu tan sat
nao ca. Trai lai, dao Ba La Mon con nhdn Phat T6 la mét vi than hoa than cuaa
Vichnou — thanh thtr cé vé khuyén khich ngudi con hoang [Phat t¥] tré vé mai
nha cii [dao Ba La Mon]; khong nhitng vay con chap nhan thuyét ctia Phat cho
rang moi sinh vat déu thiéng liéng, do d6 cam s giét stic vat dé té than; thé la
sau nim trim nim suy lan, dao Phat bién mit & An Dd mot cach ém i, 6n
hoa[15].
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Nhung dao Phat da lan tran t6i khdp cac xtt khac & A chau. Gido li, nghé thuat
van hoc ctia né truyén qua dao Tich Lan, ban ddo Ma Lai & phia Nam, qua Tay
Tang, Turkestan & phia Bac, qua Mién bién, Thai Lan[16], Cao Mién, Trung
Hoa, Triéu Tién, Nhat Ban & phia Pong, va nhd dao d6 ma dem van minh v6
cac xit d6 — trir Vién Dong da c6 mot nén van minh réi — cling nhw ¢ thai Trung
cd, nho céc tu st La M4 va Byzantine ma van minh vo dwoc Tay Au va Nga. C6
thé noi tai cac xit do, van minh dat duwoc cuc diém chinh nho dao Phat. T thoi
Acoka cho t6i thé ki thit IX, lic ma dao Phat bat dau suy, thanh pho
Anuradhapura ¢ Tich Lan la m6t trong nhitng thanh ph6 16n nhat phvong Bong,
tai d6 tir hai ngan nam nay nguoi ta van thd cay bo dé va ngdi dén trén cao
nguyén Kandy[17] la mot thanh dia cta 150 trieu nguwoi theo dao Phat ¢ chau
A[18]. C6 18 chi & Mién Pién 1a cac nha s thudng gan giii dwoc li twdng cla
Phat T6, ma dao Phat con thuan tuy hon cd, nhd cac nha sw d6 ma 13 triéu dan
Mién c6 mdt mifc séng twong ddi cao hon mic séng & An. Sven Hedin, Aurel
Stein va Pelliot da tim dwgc & Turkestan may tram ban viét tay thdi c6 vé dao
Phat va nhiéu di tich khac cia mot nén van hoéa da thinh & xit doé tir thoi dai
Kanishka t6i thé ki XIII. Thé ki th¢ VII, mdt chién si yéu van chwong, Srong—
tsan Gampo, 1dp mé6t chinh quyén vitng vang & Tay Tang, chiém xit Népal, va
dyng ¢ Lhassa mot kinh do, chang bao 1au rat thinh virgng vi 1a mot trung tam
tich trit hang hoa tir An qua Trung Hoa va tit Trung Hoa qua An. Sau khi moi
cac nha sw téi Tay Tang, sau khi truyén ba gido duc va dao Phat cho dan chiing,
ong tam thoi roi ngoi bau trong bon nam dé tap doc tap viét va maé dau cho thoi
dai hoang kim & Tay Tang. Ong cho xay cit may ngan ngdi chiia Phat trén nti
va cao nguyeén, va cho in mot s6 kinh, luan gom ba tram ba mwoi ba cudn, bao
ton duwgc cho cac hoc gia ngay nay biét bao tac pham qui gia ma nguyén béan &
An D0 da mat tir 1au. Chinh & Tay Tang cach biét vdi thé gidi bén ngoai ma
Phét gido c6 vo s6 di doan, mot ché do tang vién va mot s6 chd nghia gido ton
(cléricalisme) ma khép thé gidi, ngoai chau Au thdi dau Trung c6, khong noi
nao sanh kip. Con Dalai-Lama (Pat-Lai Pat-Ma, titc Hoat Phat & Tay Tang)
Ngai & trong tinh that caa dai tu vién Po-ta-la, ¢ trén cho cao nhat cta kinh do
Lhassa; ngay nay dan Tay Tang con coi Ngai la hién than cta Pic Bo Tac
Avalokiteshvara[19]. O Cao Mién, dao Phat va dao An dung hoa vGi nhau da

https://thuviensach.vn


http://thuvien.vnthuquan.net/addmaster/themvao.asp#_ftn16
http://thuvien.vnthuquan.net/addmaster/themvao.asp#_ftn17
http://thuvien.vnthuquan.net/addmaster/themvao.asp#_ftn18
http://thuvien.vnthuquan.net/addmaster/themvao.asp#_ftn19

gdy mot tinh than ton gido lam ndy n@ mat giai doan dep dé nhat cia nghé thuat
phuwong Pong. Ciing nhu Ki To gido, dao Phat ra khoi x1¢ r6i mai phat trién ryc
rd nhat. Ta nén néi thém rang dao doé thang lgi nhw vay ma khong hé lam do mat
giot mau.

[1] Nghia la ho nghi ngo Phat khong phai 1a mot nhan vat thuc.

[2] Nanda la em cung cha khac me v&i DPirc Phat. (Goldfish)

[3] Téc X4 Loi Phat. (Goldfish).

[4] Pao si du thuyét (sach in sai thanh dao si tu thuyét): nguyén van tiéng Anh:
Wanderer. (Goldfish).

[5] Trong sach la tiét I — chuwong V. (Goldfish).

[6] Acoka titc A Duc (273-232 trwdc cong nguyén). Ong c6 cong 1én véi dao
Phat: “ong cho xay cat 84.000 ng6i chua va dung khap noi trong nwdc nhiéu
dudng dudng cho bénh nhan, cho ca loai vat. Ong phai cic cao ting truyén ba
dao Phat & khap An D6, Tich Lan, Syrie, Ai Cap, t6i ca Hy Lap nita (c6 1é
nhitng cao tang dé da gidp cho dan ching phwong Tay sau nay dé chdp nhan
luan 1i Ki T6), khi 6ng vira m@i mat thi nhiéu phai doan khéc di truyén ba dao
Phat & Tay Tang, Trung Hoa, Mong Co6 va Nhat Ban” (tiét II - chwong III).
(Goldfish).

[7] Harsha: tttc Harsha-Vardhana (590-657). Ngudi danh lai dwoc Bic An tir tay
dé quéc Hung N6, 1ap lai canh thanh binh trong mot vwong qudc rong 16n. Vi
minh quan d6 “Mdi dau theo gido phai Shiva, sau cai gido theo dao Phat, thanh
mot Acoka. Ong cdm dan chiing an thit, dung trong 1anh thd ctia 6ng nhitng tha-
la danh cho khéach b6 hanh nghi chan, va cat trén bo song Gange may ngan dién
Phat nhé goi la “top” (tiét III — chwong III). (Goldfish).

[8] Khong biét Subhadda duwgc néi ¢ day cé phai la nguwdi cudi cung, mot du si,
dwgc Dirc Phat gido hoa, lic Ngai sap tich khong? (Goldfish).

[9] Kanishka c6 nét giéng véi Acoka, 1a xay dung rat nhieu dén dai. Ong da cho
xay dai thap Peshawer thd x4 1gi Phat. Ong t6 chitc két tap kinh dién va két qua
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ctia 1an két tap nay 1a sy hinh thanh cta Phai Pai thita. Ong con cho lvu giit
nhiéu ban kinh dai thtra viét bang tiéng Prakrit, tho nglt cia Gandhara. Sau nay,
nhitng ban kinh d6 dwgc dich sang kiéu van chwong tiéng Phan, va dugc truyén
sang phuong bong theo Con duwong to lua. (theo
http://vi.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kanishka). (Goldfish).

[10] Trong mot Purana (tén chung chi cac sach day gido li cho cac tap cap
khong phdi Ba La Mo6n) c6 chép huyeén thoai dac biét nay: mot 6ng vua dang
dwge 1én Thién duwong ma ty nguyén & lai Dia nguc dé chia sé noi kho cua
nhitng ké bi day xudng do, cho tdi khi nao ho dwgc citu roi hét r6i mai 1én Niét
Ban ma thanh Phat.

[11] T® ngtt (sach in sai thanh tir ngi¥): tac gia am chi tiéng sanscrit. (Goldfish).
[12] Fergusson bao: “Tin do Phat gido da di truéc Gido hoi La Ma... ca nam thé
ki trong viéc sang lap va thi hanh cac cudc 1€ va cac nghi thitc chung cho ca hai
ton gido”. Con Edmunds thi vach cac chi tiét dé lam noi bat 1én nhitng diém
giong nhau cac Thanh kinh Ki T6 gido va Phat gido. Tuy nhién sy hiéu biét cta
ching ta vé nguyén thuy ctia cac tuc 1é va tin nguong d6 con mo ho quda, nén
chwa thé két luan dit khoat rang Ki T6 gido cé chiu anh hwdng cia Phat gido
khong.

[13] Bén tiéng Phéap la: la sagesse a posteriori ma t6i c6 thé dich la cdi khén
hdu Iudn, nghia la thady c6 nhan lam lan r6i, st gia md&i rat ra mot két luan nhw
to6 rang minh khon hon c6 nhan. (ND).

[14] Poan tir “Vi noi theo cdi giong” dén “nudt duoc tén gido kia” c6 phan kho
hiéu, chac la do séach in sai. T6i xin tam stta va bd sung (cac chi t6i cho in
nghiéng) nhu sau: “Vi - ndi theo cdi giong cdc st gia lam khén hon cé nhdn —
néu Phdt gido chiju tiép nhdn ciia An gido cac huyén thoai va cac 15i than, lan
lan 14p dugc cai hd gitra hai ton gido thdi nguyén thuy va ngudi ta cé thé biét
trwdc dugc rang ton gido nao dam ré sau trong dan chiing nhat, hgp véi nguyén
vong dan chiing nhat, sau cung, c6 nhitng nguén 1gi kinh té 16n nhat, dwgc chinh
quyeén ung hd nhat, sé nuét dwgc ton gido kia”. Tuy stta lai nhw vay, nhung thu
that t6i van thay khong on.

Nguyén van tiéng Anh: For - to speak with the hindsight wisdom of the
historian - if Buddhism was to take over so much of Hinduism, so many of its
legends, its rites and its gods, the more popular appeal, and the richer economic
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resources and political support would gradually absorb the other.

[15] Hién nay & An chi con khoang ba triéu nguoi theo dao Phat, tiic chwa day
mot phan tram dan chung.

[16] Théi Lan: nguyén van tiéng Anh la Siam. Trong cuén Nguon goc vdn minh,
cu dich la Xiém va ghi thém trong phan chu thich: “Tén bay gi¢ la Thai Lan.
Cudn nay viét tir tredc thé chién thit nhi”. (Goldfish).

[17]Kandy la kinh d6 cua Tich Lan, & trén mot cao nguyén. (ND).

[18] Chinh ¢ dén Kandy nay, ngudi ta con giit cai “rang ctia mat” (!) Phat T6 dai
nam phan, trc kinh hai phan rudi. Rang dung trong cai hop trang sitc bang
nhiéu bao vat, cat ki mot noi khong cho cong ching thay; ngudi ta dat chiéc hop
trong mot cai kiéu khiéng di trong mot cudc rwde long trong thu hit khéng biét
bao nhiéu tin 6 hanh hwong tir khdp noi & A chau téi cung chiém. Trén twong
ctia ng6i dén, cé nhitng bich hoa vé Phat t¥ tir bi dang giét cac ké pham t6i &
Dia nguc. “D0i song” cua bac vi nhan nao sau khi chét, cling bi hau thé lam sai
han di, mat chan twéng di mot cach nho nhép.

[“Rang cia mat” Phat: nguyén van tiéng Anh la "eye-tooth of Buddha”. Theo
Ty Kheo Indacanda (Trewong Pinh Diing) thi do la “xa lgi rang bén trai ctaa dirc
Phat” (xem  http://sucinguonhanhphuc.com/InfoShow.aspx?InfolD=497).
(Goldfish)].

[19] Tec Pitc Quan Thé Am. (Goldfish).
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