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Vincent 1a mot k¥ thudt binh ctia don vi pha bom Baghdad, hy sinh vi

nhiém vu trong mat lan di g0 bom...

Khi han m¢ mat mot 1an nira, trudc mat khong phai thién duong, ma la

cudc doi ciia Sean. Pé tim lai chinh minh, Sean quay trd lai don vi pha

bom, c6 diéu moi thir ciing khong con nhu cii — khi han gip mot ké bang

lanh, cuong thé, tu cho minh 1a trung tam, Hopkins.

Vi thé, tinh cam nhu bom né cham gitta nam nhan ¢ don vi pha bom ctr

nhu vay bung no !
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Chwong 1

Baghdad dung giira trua, quan My tra dong tai day cb gang so tan dam
déng dan ban dia vy xem hién trudng, dudi ho ly khai.

Mot ba me mang theo dira con nho chay tron, chiéc 6 t6 bi vt lai & ven
duodng nhoang 1én mot cai da chay xa khoi noi hon loan.

Binh linh chia sting nhim vao may ngudi dan van ngoan co dimg lai vay
xem thi tham ban tan, ¥ bao bon ho 1ap tirc ro1 di.

Mot chiéc Hummer nguoc dong ngudi di vao khu vuc cach ly, khi dimg
xe, ba linh My quan phuc sim mau mang theo mil giap nhdy xubng xe.
Nguoi dau tién ban ngdi xom trén mit dat tinh t& quan sat dong ngudi clng
hoan canh bdn phia, ngudi thir hai cing nguoi thi ba ghim sting di theo sau,
hinh thanh hinh tam gidc phong thu.

Nguoi di ¢ phia trude 1a "Str ndi phd" (Am gan cua “sniper*”) 1a mot
linh tinh nguyén dén tr CIA, nhiém vu cta anh ta 1a quan sat ddm dong,
bang moi cach tim ra phan tir phan loan con & trong dam nguoi ndy va ké
che giu phan tir phan loan. (* tay sung ban tia)

Vincent Mann mang theo thiét bj lién lac di theo phia sau anh ta.
Vincent nim nay 28 tudi, dugc phai dén tir mot cin cr khong quan, nguoi
nay da c6 hai bang thac si, anh 13 k¥ thuat binh duy nhét tai tiéu t6 nay, néu
khong phai dugc tuyén dung dén Iraq, c6 18 anh dang & truong Pai hoc Yale
ma chién d4u hang hai trong phong thi nghiém cho hoc vi Tién si ctia minh.
Puong nhién, Iraq so vo1 Pai hoc Yale 1a mot chién truong hoan toan bat
dong, bat ludn noi nao ciing déu lam cho ngudi ta than kinh khan truong
cao do. Anh ghim sung, cling that can than quan sat bon phia. Khi phat hi¢n
tam thoi khong ¢ kha nghi, doi trudng cua tiéu to cling 6m sing tién dén.
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D41 trudng cuia bon ho trén mat c6 mot vét S€o rat dai, nghe noi la khi
chép hanh nhiém vu & Phi Chau bi manh bom cit trung, trd thanh huy
chuong anh diing. Han cudi rong miéng, vo vo ba vai Vincent néi, "Cau bé,
dimng khan truong, chung ta con chua tién vao 25 thudc tir vong*, ké dién
nay khong an bom nhanh nhu vay." (* pham vi sat thwong khi bom nd)

Vincent bach liéu tha nhat nhan*, du sao nguoi di pha bom ciing khong
phai anh. (* ludm, liéc coi thuong)

Do xét vi tri cia bom, phat hién khong thé dung robot mini dé kip nd,
doi trudng quyét dinh ty minh ra tran. Mac vao trang phuc phong ho nang
trich, han cham ri i di vé phia ddm dat da c6 chon bom.

Vura di, han vira n61 chuyén phiém véi hai dong dai.

"Chic murng to1 di, nguoi anh em, day 1a qua bom thir 99 t61 gap duoc &
Iraq."

"Chtac mung." Vincent than nhién n61 mot cau, doi truong can noi gi do
dé giam bdt tim trang khan truong, ma Vincent lai can tap trung tinh than
quan sat thai do cung cir dong cua mdi mot nguodi dan dimg vay xem.
Nhirng nguoi dan dung trén ban cong xem nao nhi€t, nhitng nguwoi ban hang
rong dimg canh gitt sap ctia minh... mdi ngudi trong s6 ho thoat nhin déu
thue binh thuong, nhung mdi ngudi trong s6 ho du 14 chi ddu hoic nang tay
déu khién Vincent ciing Sniper cing thang than kinh.

"Céac anh em, c6 bao gid cic cau nghi téi néu minh con séng roi khoi
chién truong, chuyén thit nhat muén lam 13 gi khong?" Poi truong ho hap
tram trong, ciing khong han vi bén trong trang phuc phong hd thuc néng
btic, cang nhiéu hon 14 su so hai toi gan tir vong.

"No61 d1 cac déng do1, cho du téng théng ty minh viét cho cac ciu bao
nhiéu 14 thu, cac cau ciing nhat quyét khong dong ¥ ra chién truong." Giong
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no6i cua Sniper mang theo ¥ cudi, nhung Vincent biét anh ta chi muén pha
lodng bau khong khi khan truong ndy, boi 1& tdm trang cing thing cia
Sniper cling khong thua gi doi truong dang di phd bom.

Sting cua Vincent chi vao mot ngudi dan ba khoac khan choang den, c6
ta cui dau, rat c6 thé 1a dang doc tin nhén trén dién thoai, nhung rat nhanh
sau d6 co ta di bé dtra tré chay vao phong. H6 hap nghen & trong co
Vincent rdt cudc dugce nha ra.

"Con cdu thi sao ha Vincent bé bong?"

Vincent so vo1 cac dé)ng do1 cta minh c6 vé thanh manh hon mdt chut,
tuy rang mdi tuan anh c6 mat tai phong tap thé thao it nhat hai lan, trén
nguoi ciing c6 nhitng duong cong co bap hét sirc goi cam, nhung néu so voi
linh luc quan, linh dac ching hoac cac doi vién tién tram khac, anh van rat
“nho xinh”. Méi dau, co doi vién & EOD (Co quan xur 1y chat nd) c6 y do
“dong chan tay” voi anh, ma anh qua that ciing khong phai d6i thi ciia bon
ho, lac anh bi danh thé tham nam trén mat dat, doi trudng cua anh di téi, chi
khoanh tay néi mot cau: "Néu 14 ta, ta s& khong 4du da véi chién hitu cua
minh. Phai biét rang trén chién truong, k¥ thuat binh 1a nguoi canh gac sau
lung cua chung ta."

Khong biét 1a vi nhiing 10i nay hay 1 vi anh 1a tay gia doi & EOD, hoic
1a dao 1y nay that sy thuyét phuc may anh chang 16 mang kia, sau lan do
khong ¢ ai dam dong dén Vincent. Sau d6, vao nhiing lac khong c6 nhiém
vu, doi trudng ciing s& chi gido Vincent mot chut, ngau nhién ciing s& dem
anh “huan luyén” dén thuc thé tham. Sy that 1a than hinh xinh dep cua
Vincent cling nho on dfi1 truong ma cuong trang lén khong it, ngli quan
cling ngay cang trd nén ran roi.

"T61 sao, khi tréd vé diéu dau tién toi muon lam 1a phai cung Emily lam
M

tinh thyc cudng nhiét." Vincent nheo mat ngam qua kinh toa do nham vao
mot thi€u ni€n muol bay, muol tdm tudi. Vé mat cia cau bé nay khong

https://thuviensach.vn



gidng véi nhitng nguoi khac, khéng c6 to mo, khong xem ndo nhiét, cling
khong lo ling, ma binh tinh twa hd da biét sap sira phat sinh chuyén gi.

"Baby, tin t61 di, cho cau trd lai nudc My dang yéu, trong mét ciu s&
khong chi c6 Emily maéi 1a dan ba!"

Emily 1a vi hon thé cua Vincent, hai nguoi da yéu nhau tir dai hoc nam
nhat dén nay. Sau khi tot nghi¢p, Vincent gia nhip mot vién nghién clru
khong quan, thoi gian hai ngudi gap nhau cang ngay cang it, sau do khi
Vincent lai nhin thdy Emily, c6 di mang thai , dra bé chic chan khong phai
la cua anh, chia tay trd thanh chuyén tat nhién. Nhung Vincent that su thuc
dau long, anh say rugu, vui minh & trong phong khong tham gia thuc
nghiém, cudi cung vi gido su kia, cling 1a mot quan nhan c6 hoc vi, nam léy
cd 40 anh ma néi, "Ta tha nhin thdy cdu giéng nhu nhiing k¥ thuat binh
khac, chét ¢ trén chién trudong, ciing khong mudn nhin thay cdu say ngi
trong ky tic xa."

Sau d6 Vincent lién 1am mot cai bao céo, tiép nhan ba thang huén luyén,
bi dua t61 EOD ¢ Baghdad.

"Hic, cac baby, duong nhu ta di tién vao 25 thudc tir vong." Ho hap cia
d6i truong cang thém tram trong.

"T6i nay & A c6 tiéc bia hen ho, d6i chung ta nhat dinh phai di." Sniper
noi.

Hong sting cua Vincent tiép tuc nham vao thi€u nién kia, tay cau ta dat
trong tii quan mau vang sam, Vincent can than phan biét, cau ta lay ra mot
cai dién thoai di dong.

"Budng dién thoai Xuéng!" Vincent vot dén, ho 16n, "Sniper, trén tay
thang bé kia c6 di dong!"
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"Ban!" Sniper dép lai, & goc d6 cua anh ta khong thé ban trung thiéu
nién.

Nhiing nguoi ding quanh thiéu nién nhin thay cé linh My nang sing
budc lai day, déu tan ra, chi c6 thiéu nién kia van cham chi lia ngén tay trén

ban phim, tira hd nhip vao may thir gi.

Vincent khong chit do du bop co, phanh ——mot tiéng, chiée di dong
kia bi ban vd.

Pong thoi, bén tai Vincent cling 1a mot tran tiéng vang, co tht gi do
xuyén qua bén co anh, chat 1ong sén sét chay xudng.

Anh nga vé phia sau, bau tro1 quay tron trudc mat.

Sniper ban lién tuc bon, nam phat vé phia mgt 6 ctra so, sau d6 chay téi
bén canh anh.

Vincent biét minh tring dan rdi, ngay khi anh ban trang chiéc di dong
trén tay cau thiéu nién, anh ciing bi ké tap kich danh trang.

V¢ mat cua Sniper thuc lam cho nguoi ta so hai, anh ta tua ho dang la
1én ciu gi, coi bo mii giap ctia Vincent, ban tay dé 1dy mach trén c6 anh.

Vincent nuét mot chut nude miéng, ho hap cang ngay cang khé khan.

Nhim mét lai, khuén mit cia Sniper, doi truéng, con c6 Emily... nhét
nhat hién 1én trong 6c anh, va roi hét thay bao phu & trong bong toi.

Tuy rang anh ting vo s lan do tudng gio khic nay, nhung trong long
anh gi® day van tran ngap s¢ hai.

Anh chua ting khéat vong dudng khi tran vao khoang phdi minh nhu thé
bao gio, anh cd gang md to mat mudn thay rd rang thé gidi nay, nhu thé néu
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lam vay anh co thé luu lai.

sksksk

Khi Vincent tinh lai lan tha hai, thdy tran nha c6 anh sang chéi loi, bén
tai 1a tiéng vang tic tic co quy luat.

Tam mét tan r3 dan dan léy lai ti€u cy, day la mot can phong trong bénh
vién, Vincent manh mé hit mot hoi, cam giac khoang phéi cang day, sau do
anh con chua chét!

¥ thic dugce

Anh dua tay s& ¢, xoa bop nira ngay lai phét giac noi d6 khong c6 bang
gac cling khong c6 miéng vét thuong, day 1a chuyén gi? Chang 18 noi anh bi
ban trang khong phai ¢6? Anh s& nhitng noi khac trén than thé, tham chi
giat giat cling khong thay c6 chd nao dau dén, trir bo. . . . .. Dau.

Rét cuc, anh da tim duoc noi quan day bang gac. Nhung néu dau bi ban
trang, sao anh con ¢ thé tinh 1ai? Cho du khéng chét ciing phai bién thanh
nguoi song doi song thuc vat hodc 1a than kinh c6 van dé han s& hop 1y

hon?

Anh gidly dua c6 ging ngdi day, luc nay mot ho si mé cira phong, chay
nhanh t6i d& 1y anh, "Trung si! Anh khong thé démg 1én!"

Vincent chi cdm thay chan dong, dau choang vang, vi thé nam tré ve
giuong bénh.

Rat nhanh, mot bac si dén, lam modt it kiém tra, sau do that vui vé ma
noi, "Trung si Elvis, to1 nghi anh da qua con nguy hiém, mot lat nita anh sé
chup X ndo dé€ xac nhan mot chat."

Vincent ngan ngudi, v0i va tim lay mgt goc 4o ong ta, "Trung si Elvis?"

Quéan ham cua anh qua that 1a trung si, nhung ho cua anh 1a "Mann" .
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Bac si nhin nhin ban ghi chép, "DPlUng vay, trung si Sean Elvis."

Nhin theo bong bac si roi khoi phong bénh, Vincent chi thay ky quai,
anh bi thuong khong phai & ¢6 ma l1a dau, anh bi nguoi ta goi la Sean Elvis
ma khong phai Vincent Mann? Liéu c6 phai 13 bac si nhin 1am ban ghi chép

hay khong?

Lic nay, mdt ngudi mac ché phuc luc quan di dén, théy Vincent lién
kich dong 6m lay.

"Sean, cau qua thyc khong sao! Cau da ngu hon 48 tiéng, néu khong
tinh lai toi s& 4y ndy chét mat!"

Sean? Ngudi nay cling goi anh l1a Sean?

"Anh la ai?"

"Toi 14 ai?" Nguoi om lay anh 16 vé kinh ngac, "Chiing ta chién hitu
trong cting mot tiéu doi! Jack Alvin! Hai ngdy trudc chung ta tdp huan leo
cao, t6i ngad xudng dudi, cau vi don lay t6i ma chan thuong nio."

"Anh cling la EOD?"

"Cai gi EOD? Toi la ET!"

"Y t6i mudn hoi. . . . . . Chung ta thugc don vi nao?" Sao lai thé nay?
Nguoi nay khong phai EOD?

"Cau nghe cho k¥, chung ta la luc quan dac chung hau bi."
"Khong phai co quan xir Iy chat nd ciing khong phai cin ctr khong quéan

T25?" Vincent cam théy minh dang nam mo, hodc 1a hinh anh bj ban trung
tai Baghdad méi 13 mot gidc mong?
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"Sean, rot cudc cau lam sao vay? Toi nghi t61 nén goi bac si dén xem!"

"Khong can!" Vincent gitr chat 1y anh ta, "T6i mudn di WC, di ngay
bay gio!"

"Ok! Ok! Cau dung kich dong, t61 dua cau di!"
Vincent di vao toilet, khong di tiéu ma la dung ¢ trudc guong, anh ngay

dai. Nguoi trong guong can ban khong phai 1a “Vincent Mann” trong tri
nhé cua anh!
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Chwong 2

Nguoi dan 6ng & trong guong thoat nhin thue anh tudn, duong nét goc
canh khudén mit rd rang nhung ciing khong qua kho cung, d6i mit mau
xanh nudc bién khién cho khuén mat thém vai phan 6n nhu.

Jack dtng phia sau v lay vai anh, "Tét lam! Trong s6 ching ta, cau 1a
g3 dé nhin nhat! Geogre Clooney ciing khéng mé nguoi bang cau!"

" Geogre Clooney la ai?" B0 ndo Vincent van dong tim kiém nguoi co
cai tén nay, va anh phat hién ra trong s6 cac chién hiru anh quen khdng ai co6
cai tén nay ca.

Jack vubt vudt mai toc minh, ra vé mudn phat tic nhung lai khong thé
nham vao dau duoc: "Ngudi anh em, hodc 1a cau dang gid ngu dé tra thu toi,
hoac 1a cau nén di chup lai ndo mot lan nira! Geogre Clooney la minh tinh
dién anh ma ban gai cli cia cdu mé nhat, nghe noi hi¢n tai co ta lai meé
Johnny Depp."

Vincent khong hé nghe hét 101 Jack noi. Nguoi trong guong khong phai
1a anh! Anh than thod mé cira ra, ngdi trén nap bon cau, Vincent khé nudt
nuéc miéng. Tat ca nhimg chuyén nay 1a nhu thé nao? Chang 18 nhiing gi
trai qua & Baghdad hon bén thang qua ciing chi 1a mot bo phim?

MGt hinh xam nho 16 ra trén canh tay anh, Vincent so so, trong tri nhd
cia minh, anh chua timg xam bat ct thir gi 1én co thé, va con chiéu cao...
Vincent chi cao 1m78, ma than thé nay it nhat ciing cao 1m82.

R&t cude anh 13 Vincent Mann hay 1a Sean Elvis?

Anh di ra khéi toilet, Jack vin dang dung doi, "Cudi cung thi cdu ciing

dira!"
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"Jack, anh no6i to1 vi bao vé anh méi bi chan thuong ¢ dau?"
"Pung vay."
"Anh c6 thé gitp t61 mot viec?"

"Noi di, chi can khong phai cudp ngan hang hodc 1a dem ban gai ting
cho cau."

"T6i muén nhd anh diéu tra giup téi mot ngudi, Vincent Mann. Quén
ham trung si, timg 13 linh cta can ctr khong quan T25, bon thang trude duge
diéu dén bo phan EOD & Baghdad. Néu diéu tra dugc hdy cho toi biét hién
tai anh ta nhu thé nao." Vincent nam tro lai giurong bénh, nhin vé phia Jack
lac d6 dang day vé kinh ngac, anh b sung, "Mat khac. . . . . . Tbi noi co rat
nhiéu chuyén t6i khong nhé 3, 1a noi that."

Miéng cua Jack md to dén muc c6 thé nhét vao mot cai bong den.

Buoi chiéu, bac si dén 1am kiém tra cho anh, két qua 1a anh di hoan toan
binh thuong. Ngay sau d6 1a mot loat trac nghiém, két qua cho thay IQ cung
phuong thire tur duy cua anh déu khong co gi bat thudng.

Vai ngay sau, Vincent vé t6i b doi dic chung hau bi.

Trong mot dam chién hiru di téi bay té su quan tdm v&i anh, anh lai
khong nhan biét du chi mot ngudi.

D01 truong goi anh vao van phong, héi tham mot chit tinh hinh strc

khoe cua anh. Mt chuyén gia danh gia cua riéng quan doi hoi anh rat nhiéu
van dé, hon nira con yéu cau anh dién mot phan cau hoi ngay tai cho.
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Chuyén gia danh gia 12 Sean Elvis thuc su di quén tit ca moi chuyén vé
cong tac ctia minh trude d6, nhung van cé tri nhd vé ky luat quan doi cung
cac thao tac xir 1y thuong ngay, do d6 dé nghi Sean tiép tuc ¢ lai tro gitp
d6i truong. Ba thang sau chuyén gia sé& lai dén danh gia mot lan nita, néu
tinh huéng khong c6 chuyén bién t6t dep hodc anh khong thé thich tng bo
d6i dic chung, 6ng ta s& gitip anh xin xuat ngil.

Tro lai ky tic x4, ngay ca cach bai tri phong cling khong phai 1a sé thich
cua anh. Vincent nga 1én giwong, thoang nhin thong tin ca nhan cua “minh”,
khong khoi cudi nhao mot tiéng. Sean Elvis ciing Vincent Mann lai ¢ cing

mot ngay sinh nhat.

skeskok

Vincent, khong. . . . . . Phai n6i 1a Sean, hdm nay khong can tham gia
luyén tap. Luc chiéu tbi, Jack dén tham anh.

"Hi, Sean. Nguo1 ma 1an trude cau nhic dén... toi da hoi tham duoc."

"Thé nao?" Sean lap tirc ngdi day.

"Hai tuan trudc, khi chap hanh nhiém vu pha bom ¢ Baghdad, nguoi
nay bi quan phan loan ban trang déng mach c6, cho nén. . . . . . Quang
vinh*!" Jack thuc tw nhién ma ngdi 1én givong Sean, "Hinh nhu hém nay 1a
tang 1& ctia anh ta, c6 vé nhu c6 ca dién tau quoc ca, dua ting quoc ky linh
tinh gi do. . . . .. " (* chét vi t6 qudc)

Qua nhién 1a da chét? Nhung vi sao anh lai tro thanh Sean?

"Anh ta chét ciing ngay véi ngay cdu bi chan thuong." Jack bo sung.

Bé&i vi bon ho ¢6 cung ngay sinh, lai cung ngay mot ngudi hi sinh mdt
ngudi chan thuong dau, cho nén linh hén Vincent nhap vao than thé cua
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Sean. . . ... Hay 1a Sean c6 dugc tri nhd ctia Vincent? Khong, néu 1a nhu
thé thi vi sao anh khong hé c6 lay du chi 1a mét chut tri nhé cta Sean?

Anh lai thé dai.

Jack vo v0 vai anh, "Hic, ngudi anh em. . . . . . Cho du Vincent ¢6 quan
hé gi vo1 cau hay la hin doat ban gai cua cau cling duoc, bay gio hin da
chét. Picu d6 ciing c6 nghia la anh ta da khong con ton tai trén doi nay, vi
thé t61 hi vong cdu co thé vui vé tham gia tap luyén. . . . . . Khong chirng
ngay nao d6 chung ta chap hanh nhiém vu, toi khéng mong cau ciing gidng
nhu anh chang Vincent kia duoc dién tdu qudc ca dua ting qubc ky linh
tinh. .. ... "

Sean hoi simg sét, ding vay. . . . . . Vincent da chét, day 1a chuyén thién
chan van xic. Cho du anh c¢6 muén tré thanh Vincent Mann dén may di
chang nira, nhung hién tai anh da khong c6 lya chon. C6 co hoi duoc séng
thém mot 1an nira 1a ddng quy dén thé nao!

Ba ngay sau, Sean bat diu nhan huin luyén cta bo doi dac chung.

Ngay dau tién cing moi ngudi tham gia chay dudng dai, Sean nghi
minh cdn ban khong chiu néi, nhung anh lai d3 quén, than thé nay khong
phai la cua Vincent, ma thudc vé mot bo doi dic chung da trai qua vai nam
huan luyén.

Thao d& sting dng cung lap rap khién anh dau dau, bai khong duoc dung
mat nhin, hét thay déu chi c6 thé thuc hién bang cam giac. Ngay ca ban anh
cling khong thé ban thuc chuan xéc, ca tiéu doi thuong xuyén vi anh ma bi
phat, lai phai chay duong dai.

Anh rat 4y nay, nhung khong hé c6 mot chién hiru nao to ra oan gian, ho
chi né1 hi vong anh c6 thé som thich tng.
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Trén duong chay dai, mdt lién doi chay sat qua bén ho. Sean cam théy
dugc mot anh méat chim chd nhin vao anh khong théi, nhung khi anh
nghiéng dau di tim lai khong thu hoach duoc gi.

Chay phat xong, Sean thd hon hén nhin cac chién hiru trong doi. Lan
dau tién anh cam nhan duoc than thé nay thuc su bat déng véi than thé
trude kia ciia anh. Néu 1a trude kia, cho du khong chay dai dén nhu vay anh
cling d3 6i ra, ma khong phai chi 1a chéng dau gbi ma tho.

"Hac," Jack lai gan vo6 vai anh, "Budi chiéu chung ta phai luyén tap can
chién cung Lién doi C, cau danh dugc khong?"

Can chién? Puong nhién 1 khong dugc! Liy nang lyc hién tai chiang
phai chi can anh di 1én ciing d3 bi giét twoi?

Sean dung nim tay dam nhe vao nguc Jack, "Nhé rd vac toi trg vé."

Sean qua that bi danh thuc tham. Ddi tha cta anh 13 Andrew Fisher cta
Lién C, dong tac cua han nhanh chong, tan nhan, ngay ca thay anh ciing
thay khong rd.

Khi dn com chiéu, miéng cua Sean co hd khong ha ra dugc.

Andrew di t6i, "Nghe noi cdu khong nhé rd bat ct chuyén gi?"

"Phai, khong nhé rd ." Sean nhin hén mét cai. Dién mao ctia Andrew
cung Vincent lic trude thuc gidng nhau, anh tuan ma nho nh4, chi c6 trong
chép mit khi ai d6 tré thanh d6i thu cua hian, dé han phai bé giy cd cua
ngudi d6, ngudi d6 méi c6 thé nhan thiy sat khi toa ra tir han.

Andrew huyt mot tiéng sdo moi that vang, "Cau phai biét rang trudc day

& Lién d6i C, tham chi ngay ca Lién d6i D, chi ¢6 hai ching ta c6 thé coi 1a
doi thy."
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"That ngai, t6i bi chan thwong ¢ dau. Néu chan thuong tay hay chan gi
d6, noi khong chimg lién truc tiép xuat ngli." Sean thd dai, néu that sy xuét
ngii, anh mudn tiép tuc doc dai hoc, du sao trong dau anh c6 tri tué cla
Vincent.

"Néu ciu xuit ngii, to1 day s€ thuc c6 don." Andrew liéc nhin Sean, bén
trong c6 rat nhiéu tinh cam phirc tap khién Sean khong biét phan tng nhur
thé nao cho ding.

"Ngay bay gio anh ciing di thuc ¢ don, vi t6i da khong thé 1am dbi thi
ctia anh duoc nira roi."

Dbén mo1 mét 1an tap luyén can chién, Andrew s€ kéo lay tay Sean, bat
dau dién thuyét, vi du phai ra quyén nhu thé nao, danh vao vi tri nao, géc do
ra sao s€ co hi¢u qua ra sao...

Moi dau Sean nghi minh chi can tiép chuyén hin trong chdc lat, nhung
roi cang nghe cang hing thu. Hai ngudi con rat hao hing ma dién luyén.

Pdng tac cua Andrew khong manh bao nhu khi huén luyén, di chuyén
cling rat cham, muc dich cua hén 1a dé cho Sean hiéu duoc céc dong tac.

"Clr nhu vay ma bé Xuéng, ké dich di bi cau de trén mat dat."
Canh tay cua Sean bi Andrew de¢ & phia sau mot cach thuan thuc, anh
nghi Andrew s€ dung tay, nhung khong ngo hén that sy dé anh lai trén mat

dat, dung dau goi ghim lay lung anh.

Cam Sean dap 1én mat dat phat dau, "Hey! Ngudi anh em, budng toi
ra!"
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Andrew lai cudi khé mot tiéng, tiéng cudi khan khan gidng nhu gan &
bén tai Sean. Ban tay con lai cia han vudt ve doc theo bén suon anh xudng
phia dudi, xoa nan lén g0 mong anh, "Cau nhan thua to1 s€ dé cau ding
1én!"

Trong quan ddi thudng xuyén co nhiing tro dua trén than thé nhu vay,
tham chi con thuc sy “dong chan tay”. Khi Sean con la Vincent cling tirng
cung chién hitu “choi siing bang tay”, nhung anh khong thich bi ngudi khac
dé xudng dudi 1am ra may dong tac kiéu nhu thé nay.

"Andrew! D¢ t6i dtng 1én!" Anh quat.

"Honey, cau con chua nhan thua!" Ban tay Andrew cang ngay cang dam
dang, may chién hiru mic quan phuc di qua bén canh ho, tya hd nhin nhitng
tro diia gidn nhu vay da thanh thoi quen, chi nhac 1én ngoén giita roi cudi di
qua.

Nhung Sean da do bung tir co dén tai.

Khong biét strc luc tir dau toi, Sean manh mé 14t nguoi mot cai, vuon
tay tim ldy dau vai Andrew, dau gdi thiic manh 18n, hang loat dong tac luu
loat ma nhanh chong. Khi Sean phuc hoi lai tinh than, Andrew dang bi anh
dé trén san, trén miéng mang theo mot nu cudi nghién ngim.

"Sean, t6i thdy thuc ra ciu van con nhé phai lam nhu thé nao dé danh
thang dugc toi."

"Xin 16i." Sean dirng 1én, nhin Andrew nhanh nhen diing day, "Hi vong
tir nay vé sau anh s& khong dua gion kiéu nay nira."

Andrew lai cudi cudi, duong cong trén khde moi cung nép nhin nho
trén khoe mat khi cudi khién cho hén thanh thuc ma tran déiy mi lyc, ngon
tay hin xet qua cam Sean, bi Sean né tranh , "Lan sau khi ciu danh théng
to1, t01 s€ khong dua gion loai nay véi cau."
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Sean vira mudn noéi gi, Andrew lai uén udn that lung, ro1 khoi.

Co thé han vuon thanh mot hinh cung duyén dang, giéng nhu mot con
hac bao van stc cho phat dong.

Sean th¢ dai, veé ky tac xa.
Trudce luc tat den, Jack tim dén anh, day la viéc mdi toi trude khi di ngu
anh ta déu lam dé xac nhan xem nguoi anh em than thi€t cia minh hdm nay

tam tinh nhu thé ndo, c6 thich hop dé tro gitp doi trudong hay khong.

"Andrew Fisher la loai ngu61 nao?"
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Chwong 3

"Hmm. . . . .. Anh ta la tinh anh trong quan chung hau bi. Panh can
chién, ban, an ntp, da ngoai sinh ton... anh ta co hd khong ¢ diém yéu. Khi
cau moi tdi1, anh ta 1a doi trudong cua cau. Chang to1 déu rat hAm md, anh ta
da day cau rat nhiéu tht. Sau d6 cau lai dugc diéu dén dudi tay doi trudong
hién nay cua ching ta, tir d6 moi lan luyén tap, anh ta lién chi d4u tap voi
mot minh cau."

"T6i da timg thang anh ta 1an nao chua?"

"Cau, ha ha... ¢4 thing, nhung thua mudi 1An may ra thing dugc mot
g g y g

lan, ma dén lan sau cau ludn b1 “dap” cho thé tham hon." Jack ngoac mi¢ng
cuoi.

No6i nhu vay minh cling khong phai 1a mdt tay rat 1oi hai, vi sao Andrew
lai n61 néu minh xuat ngti han s€ rat c6 don?

Mot tuan sau, Sean nghénh dén dot huan luyén di ngoai sinh ton. May
bay quan dung dua bon ho dén mot khu rung nhi¢t doi. Lién D cua Sean c6
nhiém vu la ngém ban Lién A, bao dam cho Lién C nhanh choéng roi khoi
khu rurng.

Sean cung Jack bi diéu toi cung mot cu diém, bon ho phai an nup tai noi
nay, mot khi co ngudi cua Lién A di qua, ho can ngdm ban bach phat bach

trang.

Nhiém vu nay rat don gian, chi 1a mai phuc roi ban ma théi, cin ban
khong khoa truong giong nhu trong phim Hollywood.

Nhung nhiém vu nay ciing s& khong don gian, néu bat dau tir ngdy dau
tién cua ky huan luyén dén ngay cudi cung, Lién A khong hé di qua day,
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nhu vy Jack ctng Sean phai khéng nhtic nhich khtr tha & noi ndy dén khi
cudc huin luyén chim dut.

Jack dap mot déng dat trén mat dat phu kin 14 rung, 14y co dai phu ¢ trén
nguoi.

Sung ciing da duoc che gidu tt, trir khi c¢6 ngudi dén that gan, néu

khong s& khong thé phét giac ra hong sing. Sean an than & trong mot goc
khuét.

"T61 cam thay c6 con kién chui vao trong quan." Jack nho giong néi vao
thiét bi lién lac.

"Chang phai t61 da sém nhac cau phai budc chat that lung va ong quan
hay sao?" Sean van nhin chim chim vao kinh ngam.

"Khong xong. . . . .. Duong nhu chiing n6 bo 1€n “hon hon™ cua toi. . . .
.." Thanh 4m ctia Jack nghe nhu dang nhin nai rat khé chiu.

"Vay thi cdu phun thudc sat tring cho “hon hon” cta ciu." Sean van
duy tri tu thé, mdt manh 14 rung cham rai roi xudng, dung & trén chop miii

anh, anh nhe nhang thoi, 14 cay roi lén mat dat.

Jack can moi, "Toi c6 cam giac dudng nhu khong phai kién. . . . . . Co
thé 1a cai gi nhén doc hay khong?"

"T6i chi biét thir d6 tuyét doi s& khong phai 13 ban tay t6i." Mat Sean bat
dau moi, "Jack, d6i nguoi."

Jack ngam phia trudc, Sean gbi 1én mu ban tay nghi ngoi.

Hai ngudi thay phién nghi ngoi, ot cuc kién tri chiu dung ti chiéu
ngay thi ba.
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Sean nang tay nhin déng hd, cude huin luyén da chdm dat, bon ho
khong hé thay ngudi ctia Lién A.

Jack chui ra tir sau dong dat, viéc dau tién chinh l1a co1 quan ra xem “ti€u
huynh d¢”.

Sean thg dai, "Tro vé di bénh x4 di."

Khi tap hop cho 1én phi co, Sean nhin thdy Andrew. Han ta nhin anh,
cudi, sau do cling xép hang 1én phi co.

"Lién C c6 hoan thanh nhiém vu khong?" Sean dua vao Jack, nho giong
hoi.

"Hoan thanh, so véi thoi gian du dinh con som 7 phut." Jack biu moi,
"Nhung ndy Sean, cdu ciling that 1 c6 kién nhan, c6 thé ngdi tai chd khong
nhuc nhich."

"T61 khong kién nhan béng cau, “hon hon” bi kién cén con co6 thé nhin
duoc ba ngay." Sean ciing cudi khé mot tiéng, cho doi 1a t6 chat can co cla
moi mot bo doi dic ching hau bi, cho du 1a cho doi mudi ngdy, bon ho
cling phai kién tri tai chd.

"Y t6i 1a cho du khong c6 ai cung cau lam nhiém vy, ciu van co thé mot
minh mai phuc tai vi tri, im lang hudng thu su trAm mac." Jack huych vai
Sean, trimg mat nhin, "Nhan tién ndi mot cau, chd do6 cua toi da két vay, qua
vai ngay nita s& khoe nhu gu, ching ta c6 thé cting nhau xem video."

Sean khong khoi bat cuoi, anh ciing khong hy vong nhin thay Jack ngoi
trén givdng anh vira xem phim cép 3 vira “tu choi sung”.

Tré lai cin ct lai 1a huan luyén lién tiép. Sean van khong ngung cam

nhan dugc c6 &nh mat cham chu doéi1 theo minh, nhung bay gio, anh da tim
duoc chu nhan cua anh mat.

https://thuviensach.vn



Cuo1 cung Sean ciing da dat tu cach & mon lap rap sung ong, doi cua
anh rot cuc khong can “nho on” anh ma bi phat chay dudng truong.

Xuyén qua cac ddi hitu viy quanh, anh nhin thay Lién C tién vao. Bon
ho sip xép doi ngili, dimg & sau Lién D, hai tay giao nam dat sau lung, udn
nguc dimg ngay ngin.

Andrew dtng & chéch phia sau lung Sean, khong can quay dau lai, Sean
cling biét tén kia dang nhin minh.

Tam mat cua han miéu td nra bén khuén mat cua Sean, doc theo co
truot dén lung, dén hong, dén cdp chan thon dai hiru luc bi dong phuc sam
mau bao boc lay.

Tam mat ciia Andrew chat chira tinh ap bach, diéu nay lam cho Sean
thay cang thang, dé quén di cam giac cing thang nay, anh danh phai hét stc
cham cha vao sing 6ng, toc do lap rap trd nén nhanh chéng thuan thuc,
dudng nhu an khop theo mot thi tiét tau ndo d6 trong 1ong nguc, anh nang
stng, ban.

Nhip tim dap ngoai ¥ mudn phdi hop an y véi téc do bop co, miy phat
ban ra, két qua t6t dén ndi 1am cho ngudi khac kinh ngac.

Khong c6 thoi gian vui suéng, Sean nhanh chong thao stiing, xoay nguoi
vé don vi. Ngay tai mot phat ay, anh cham phai tam mat ctia Andrew.

Trong ltc huan luyén, tat ca moi ngudi déu khong co biéu tinh du thira,
Sean lai trong thay ¢ trong sy lanh ling ctia Andrew xen 14n su tan thudng.

Gidng nhu tim lai dugc cam himg da mat, thanh tich lap rép sing 6ng

cung ban sung cua Sean nhodng 1én mdt cai da 1én dén vi tri sO6 1 cia Lién
D.
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Nhitng lic nhan ha, Andrew ciing t6i tim Sean, hai nguoi lai dién luyén
can chién, tuy rang phan 16n déu chdm dit v6i sy tham bai ctia Sean, nhung
Andrew tua ho rat tinh té va tan luc dé Sean it bi thuong. Phai biét réng bo
doi dac chung danh can chién déu 1a tri mang, mdi mot don xuét ra khong
phai chi vi danh bai d6i phuong ma 1a nham khién d6i phuong mat hin
nang luc chién dau. O thé cong nhu vay, Andrew con cé thé khéng ché luc
dao va chiéu thirc, thu phong tu nhién, Sean chi con biét kham phuc.

Lai 1a mot 1an dién tap, tat ca binh linh cta Lién D phai leo 1én mdt toa
nha hinh thap trong vong hai muoi giay.

Sean lam duogc, nhung cho doi anh & trén cao 1a Andrew. Pau anh tring
mot quyén, thiéu chut nita roi xudng. Sean nam chat day thimg, xoay ngudi
mudn nhay 18n, Andrew bam chat ldy thit lung anh, khuyu tay nén xuéng.

Trong chép mat, Sean ¢ 4o gidc sap mat mang, khong biét 1a do tuyén
yén bi kich thich hay vi dai ndo van luu lai té bao van dong cua “Sean”, anh
bat ngd don duoc khuyu tay cia Andrew, nghiéng ngudi ap dao han 1én mat
dat. Hai nguoi quyén cude kich liét, trong dau Sean khong ngimng hién 1én
nhiing tran dién luyén ctia minh cung Andrew trudc do, dai ndo ctia anh
thiét ké mot phuong 4n dén d& va phan cong hoan mi, va than thé anh nhu
bi truc tiép cudng ché theo phac d6 trong ndo, sau khi anh tung cudc da
vang Andrew, Sean chay vé phia dich, so v&i quy anh d3 cham 15 gidy, két
qua lai 13 phat chay duong dai, khac mot diéu 1a lc nay ca lién doi cung
chay voi anh.

Lién ddi khong ai trach ctr anh, tham chi con c6 nguoi noi, "Sean, lam
khong t6i! Gap Andrew chi dén muon 15 gidy, day Ia tan ky luc!"

Sean ngo ngac.
Jack giai thich, "Trudc kia nhiing ngudi gip phai Andrew it nhat ciing

bi mudn hon 20 gidy, tham mot chit thi dién tdp xong rdi con khong ding
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day duogc!"
"That sao. . . . .. " Sean cuo1 cuoi.
Tré lai trong phong, Sean ngtra dau nhin tran nha.

Anh biét minh da thanh cong chuyén bién tir “Vincent” thanh “Sean”,
thich trng v6i co thé trai qua huin luyén cua bo doi dac chung.

Nhung anh van c6 cam gidc minh thiéu cai gi d6, vo luan anh cé trd
thanh mot bo doi dac chung vi dai xuét sic ¢ ndao, c6 mot thir van deé nang
trong tim hon anh khong thé bi tiéu tan. D6 1a hinh anh anh deo thiét bi lién
lac ghim sung di ¢ gitra nga tu duong tai Baghdad, phia trudc chinh 1a cac
chién hitu dem sinh ménh cta minh giao cho anh.

Than thé anh 1a Sean Elvis, nhung tdm tri ctia anh vinh vién thudc vé
Vincent Mann.

Tua nhu ngdy d6 khi tham gia huan luyén da ngoai, thiét bi lién lac xay
ra vin dé, Sean theo ban nang tiép nhan no, stra chita no dé déng doi bat
dau tiép dugc song dién truyén dén.

Mot tuan sau do, chuyén gia danh gia cua quan doi lai da dén.

Jack tua ho bi€t Sean cang thang, vo vai anh, néi, "Nguoi anh em, cau
da trd nén rat loi hai! Khong c6 loai danh gid nao cau khong qua duoc!"

Sean chi cudi cudi, diéu anh dang suy nghi khong phai 14 1am thé nao dé
thong qua sat hach.

Trudce luc sat hach khoang mot tiéng dong ho, Sean ngdi ¢ ctra ky tac
xa, trén san thé duc, cac dong ddi cua anh dang danh bong ro, bén ngoai
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sin mot vai chién hiru khac dang ngoi hat thude, quan phuc khoac trén vai,
tro chuyén lai thinh thoang ho hét 1én may cau vong vao san.

C6 nguoi ngdi xudng bén canh Sean, khong can quay dau lai, Sean cling
biét la Andrew.

"Suy nghi cai gi? Trudc ddy cau 1a mot tay choi bong rd rat cir, sao
khong ra tht xem?" Giong ndi cia Andrew thuc On hoa, c6 chat lam cho
nguoi ta khong thé tudng duoc khi thé ctua hian khi don dich tha vao chd
chét.

"Béi vi toi khong phai Sean Elvis, cho nén toi khéng am hiéu danh bong

P
AN

10.

"Vay cau la a1?" Andrew cuodi cuoi, dua mot di€u thudc téi trudc mat
Sean.

"To1 cling khong biét. . . . .. Toilaal...... " Sean n¢ nu cuoil, cO vé bat
dac di.

Andrew thiy anh khong c6 ¥ dinh nhan lay diéu thubc, vi thé rut tay vé,
tu minh d6t mot diéu. Han huat thudc tu thai c6 chut huong vi tang thuong,
con mat khé hip nhin tan thudc, "Hac, Sean. Toi nghi ¢6 nhiéu lic mau chét
ctia van dé khong phai ching tala ai . . . . . . Ma 13 chung ta mudn lam gi.
Noi cach khac, hién gio cau ¢ by doi dic chung hau bi khong c6 nghia la
tuong lai ciu sé van & lai noi day."

Sean nhin vé phia hén, "Liéu da co ai n6i khi nhin khuén mit anh & goc
45° anh rat giébng George Clooney?"

"Co6." Ngobn tay cua Andrew dap dap trén than di€u thudc, "Ban gai cli
cua cau trudc khi da cau da noi1 voi to1 cau do."
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Di vao van phong Poi truong, tm tinh vén cing thiang cua Sean dan
binh phuc tr¢ lai.

Chuyén gia danh gid cua quan doi nhin thanh tich cua Sean trong ba
thang huan luyén, sau d6 noi, "Trung si Elvis, téi cam thdy anh s& nhanh
chong khoi phuc dugc phong d6 tac chién truée day. Tat nhién, quan doi
cling 14 noi c6 tinh nhan dao, néu anh mudn c6 mot khoang thoi gian nghi
ngoi dé ty diéu chinh ban thn, t6i nghi cip trén ciing s& phé chuan."

"Bao cao cép trén, " Sean hanh 1&, "T6i mudn xin dugc diéu dén bo phan
EOD cua Baghdad - Iraq!"

"EOD? B6 phan xu 1y chat n6?" Chuyén gia danh gia ngan ngo, doi

trudng cuia Sean cling bi€u hién nhu thé dai nao b1 gai bom va qua bom do
vira m&i phat no!
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Chwong 4

"Pay la don xin dugc diéu chuyén cua toi, to1 bi€t noi d6 dang mod
binh."

"Anh 13 mot nguoi linh ddc ching, chi du bi diéu dén Baghdad ciing 1a
di theo Lién doi cia minh ma dén!" Poi trudong uat gian, boi dudng duoc
mot dic ching quan binh can hao phi nhiéu nhan luc vat luc so véi quan
binh binh thudng gap bao nhiéu lan! Hubng hd ba thang qua, biéu hién cua
Sean khién doi truéng cam thay rat my man.

"EOD qua that thiéu nhan tha, thuong vong cua bon ho 1a 22,3%, tham
chi day van con 1a con s6 chua chinh x4c. Nhung trong EOD déu 14 tinh
anh, ¢6 rat nhiéu linh tinh nguyén CIA, hodc 1a cac k¥ thuat binh vi dai."

"Toi ¢6 tu tin minh s& thong qua dugc tat ca cac cudc khao hach cua
EOD!"

"Anh dang dem ban linh ma ching t61 day cho anh di chiu chét!" Poi
truéng nhao ngudi vé phia trude, Sean c6 thé tudng twong anh mat cua ong
ta [ic nay co thé dot thung hai cai 16 trén ngudi minh.

"Sir! Toi can di Baghdad dé tim lai chinh minh." Sean biét 15i anh noi
khong ai ¢6 thé hiéu noi, ngay chinh anh ciing khong hiéu vi sao minh phai
tré lai EOD. O d6 ¢6 biét bao nhiéu ngudi hy vong thoi gian luan phién
som cham dirt dé con sdng vé dén nha.

"To61 cam thay anh nén di bénh vién dé tim vé chinh anh!" D01 truéng
day cura ban cong, noi gian dung dung di ra ngoai.

Chuyén gia sat hach nhin vé phia Sean, "Anh d3 thyc su quyét tim? Néu
anh da suy nghi k§ vé quyét dinh ctia minh, toi s& dé trinh 1a don nay."
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"Pung vy, t6i khang dinh."

Sean hanh 18, vé téi ky tuc x4, & cua, Jack lién mot quyén danh lai day.
Khéng biét co phai vi anh thuong xuyén gip dugc Andrew trong cac budi
huan luyén hay khong ma ning luc can chién ciia anh da ting vot, nam tay
cua Jack bi ngan lai, chi kém mot chut 1a anh ta bi bé trat khop ba vai.

"Jack! Sao lai la cau!"

"Vi sao khong phai 13 t6i? Chung ta 1a ban bé tot nhat, nhung cau mudn
di EOD gi gi d6 ciing khong cho t6i biét!" Duong nhu chot nhé ra cai gi,
Jack 6m léy dau, "Oi, EOD! O bénh vién ciu da nhic ti! Cau thuc su 1a
nga hong dau roi! Ching ta 1a bd ddi ddc chung, trong tuong lai can di chap
hanh nhiém vu dic thu, khong phai di 1am linh gac cho miy chuyén gia pha
bom!"

"Jack, cau khong hiéu. Vao thoi khac sinh tir t61 gan, néu cau biét co
mot dong doi dang tin cay dang ¢ phia sau, cdu sé cam thay tir vong khong
dang s¢ nhu vay."

"Pung! Toi khong hiéu!" Jack thé dai nhin vé phia khac, "Cau that sy
khong giéng Sean ma toi da biét."

Sean ciing quay mit di, bai vi anh khong biét nén giai thich nhu thé nao
dé Jack hiéu minh qua that khong phai “Sean”.

"Cau dimng cho rang cdu lam tot & day thi EOD gi gi d6 s& mubn céu!
Cho du danh cin chién va trinh sat khao hach ciu c6 thé qua, nhung con

nhitng cudc thi khéc thi sao!"

Nhin Jack, Sean biét anh ta dang ha hoa.
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Vai ngay sau, bai thi viét cia EOD duoc Sean hoan thanh ngay tai vin
phong, si quan giam sat giri dap an cta anh di khong bao 1au lién nhan dugc
két qua: Sean sap sira roi khoi vi tri tro 1y doi truong dé gia nhap ba thang
huan luyén dic biét cia EOD.

Khi roi khoi vin phong, Sean lai gip do6i truong, than sic cua ong ta
lanh nhu bang.

Cho dén khi Sean sap di xa, ddi truéng moi quay dau noéi mot cau,
"Nhét dinh phai séng sét quay trg vé!"

Nhitng 161 nay, vo luan lam Sean hay la Vincent, déu c6 nguoi da tung
noi1 voi anh.

Sean tré lai ky tc x4, Jack cting may chién hiru di chuan bi sin bia chd
anh. Moi nguoi rat an y khong néi téi di EOD c6 bao nhiéu nguy hiém, boi
vi trén thuc té néu mot ngay nao do bon ho di lam nhiém vy , mirc do nguy
hiém ciing s& khong nhé hon 14 bao nhiéu.

Ngay hom sau con ¢6 huan luyén, bon ho chi udng hai tiéng dong ho thi
giai tan, déu ty mang theo bia ruou roi khoi phong cia Sean, trude khi di,
Jack vO vO bo vai anh, "Tbi that khong ngd cau thuc su co thé thong qua

cudc thi."

Sean git dau, anh cling khong nghi dén dé thi c6 qua nira s6 ciu hoi
gidng hét nhu lan trude anh thi vao EOD.

Ngay khi Sean don dep phong &, Andrew day canh ctra khép ho, di vao.

Sean nang tay nhin nhin déng ho, cudi néi, "Trung si, con 14 phut nita
la tat den."

"T61 biet." Andrew ngdi xudng giwong cua Sean, nhin bong dang anh
loay hoay don dep mat ban, "Sean, cudi tuan nay to1 s€ dugc di€éu dén bod
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phan quan tién tram, c6 thé s& bi phai hudng Ap-ga-ni-xtan."

"Ciing c6 thé gan Baghdad phai khong?" Sean quay dau cudi mét cai,
theo nhu ning luc ctia Andrew tat nhién cap trén khong thé nao dé han van
¢ lai quan hau bi.

"C6 18." Am thanh roi ngay sat bén Sean, co hd 12 theo ban ning, Sean
dung khuyu tay cong kich, nhung dau Andrew lai ddn bén tai anh, "Tha
long, Sean, tha 16ng."

Mui thude 14 trén ngudi Andrew lan téa tran ngap khiru giac anh, than
kinh cing thang cta Sean cham rii tha 16ng, "Anh khong nén tiép can mot
tay linh dac chung tir phia sau lung."

"Nhung dan 6ng lai wa Om nguoi anh ta thich tir phia sau, hudng thu vé
mit kinh ngac cing su rung dong cta than thé nguoi d6." Giong ndi cia
Andrew ngan nga, thyc thich hop di lam gido vién van hoc su.

Nhiing 161 nay khién cho trai tim Sean khong khoi gia tdc, "Toi thuc su
xin 16i, Andrew."

"Xin 16i cai gi? Boi vi cau khong c6 tdm tu giéng nhu t6i?" Andrew
cuo1, xoay mat Sean lai, dat mot nu hon nhe trén mi anh, nu hon khong hé
c6 tinh duc, lai lam cho nguoi ta that lau khong thé phuc hoi tinh than lai.

Han day ctra di ra ngoai, Sean hit mot hoi.

Anh thich Sean Elvis, dang tiéc t6i khong phai...

Vai ngay sau, Sean stra sang lai hanh 1y di dén can cr huan luyén cta
EOD. O trong nay, thanh tich huan luyén cta anh ra ngoai du doan ctia moi

nguoi, lién ngay ca huan luyén vién cling thuong noéi dua "Trung si Elvis,
t61 c6 cam gidc anh da rat quen thudc churc vu cua minh."
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Ba thang sau, anh leo 1én phi co quan dung dén Baghdad.
Khi cira may bay mé ra, khong khi kho nong cuia Baghdad 6 at pha vao.

Binh linh theo trinh ty xuong phi co, mot chiéc Hummer dung san & bén
canh do, trong xe, mdt si quan ho to: "Hey, cac anh em! Trong s6 cac cau ai
la Sean Elvis?"

Giong ndi kia 1am cho trai tim Sean run 1én, 12 Sniper! Cho dén bay gio
anh con nhé rd Sniper nam & trude mat anh, dé lai dong mach ¢ dang phun
mau nhu trat cua anh ma ho to, va lac nay, anh da hiéu dugc khi d6 Sniper
hét cau gi.

Hey! Co6 chiu dung! Budi to1 ching ta con phai cung di udng bia!
Mat anh ctr nhu vy ma nong ran 1én va am udt.

Sean viét t€n 1€n cudn s6 cua nguoi si quan phu trach phan dang ky, sau
do6 lién di vé phia chiéc Hummer.

"T61 1a Sean Elvis."

"Hoan nghénh cau di vao trai tap trung tir vong cua Baghdad." Sniper
cuoi, md ctra xe cho anh ngdi vao, "To1 dén don cau dén doanh dia, hom
nay chi c6 ti€u to cua ching t61 tam thoi khong ¢6 nhiém vu."

Sean ki€m ché nhip ddp cua trai tim minh, "Xin hoi, t6i va anh & cung
mot tiéu to sao?"

"Khong. Vai ngay trude, tiéu doi cua Hopkins ¢6 mét tay boc hau bi
bom nd chét, cau s& duge thé vao vi tri cua ciu ta." Tiéng cuo1 cua Sniper
sang sang nhu trudc, xe di qua nodi thanh Baghdad, noi d6 van hon don, xe
tuan tra canh gac chay qua bén canh bon ho.
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Bon tré con khong biét cai gi goi 1a nguy hiém, van tu tdp & ven dudng
choi dua, nhiing nguoi phu nit mac ao den, khoac khan sa den che mat di
dudi anh mat tro1, nhitng nguoi dan 6ng budn ban, c6 mot vai ngudi dua
vao tuong khong biét dang ban luan chuyén gi.

Duéi bau khong khi huyén ndo, khong ai phat hién ra nguy hiém dang
tiém an.

Hodc la ¢ day, tat ca moi nguoi von da quen véi vong chot dén.

Xa xa vong dén tiéng sung nd, ngau nhién co tiéng thir gi d6 bi pha tan
vang lén, tat ca déu 1a binh thuong.

"Nghe noi cau xin dugc diéu tur dic chung b binh dén day." Sniper noi
v6i Sean, nhung anh mét khong hé doi khoi dudng chay, "Vi sao mudn tdi
EOD? Pic chiing bd binh ciing khé ¢o thé bi phai t6i noi nay chiu chét, cho

"

nén cau von khong can. . . . ..
"To1 to1 day dé tim mat vai thi."

"A, t01 tin ré“tng cau va nhitng cau bé moi tot nghi¢p dai hoc dén day lam
linh tinh nguyén khong giéng nhau, cau sé& khong t6i ddy dé thé hién ly
tudng tan luc vi kién thiét hoa binh va may thtr linh tinh twong ty nhu thé...
Phai biét rang © phanh —— mot tiéng, may nguoi tré tudi nay, ngay ca thi
thé déu tim khong thay."

"Anh gdp qua rat nhi€u chuyén nhu vay ?" Hoi ra roi, Sean lai c6 chut
hoi han.

"Rat nhiéu, nhung so ra van kém khi gip duoc dong doi ciia minh chét
trudéc mat." Sniper nghiéng dau liéc nhin Sean mot cai, phac mot dong tac
tay qua co, "Céu ta bi ban trang dong mach, ngay sau khi ciu ta tim dugc
ké khong ché bom."
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"{t nhat anh ta d3 hoan thanh nhiém vu ctia minh."

"No6i that nhé, toi von thuc khong thich cdu ta chat ndo. 28 tudi ciing da
cO hai béng thac si, nghe noi chi can ciu ta con séng trd vé, it nhat cling 1a
thiéu 0y, & can ctr khong quan hoc cai Tién si, 1am cai gi nghién ciru, vé sau
s& 1a thuong gido tuéng quan gi gi d6 ... déu c6 co thé."

"Hién tai anh van khong thich cau ta sao?" Sean bong nhién tim dugc
cam giac Vincent van con ton tai ¢ trén nguoi Sniper, anh bong nhién mudn
biét cang nhi€u xem minh & trong mat nguoi khac 1a cai dang gi.

"Khong, t6i nghi t6i kha 1a ¢6 cam tinh véi cdu ta. Rat nhiéu k¥ thuat
binh, dic biét miy ciu nhoc méi tot nghiép dai hoc, di vao Baghdad, 1y
tuéng vira tan v& lién kich dong phai chét, nhung. . . . . . Vincent khong
giéng vay, cau ta thira nhan tat ca. Cau ta phat hién minh khong co san hiéu
biét gi d6 hodc 1a khéng lam duoc gi 46, lién cd ging hoc. Cau ta 13 mot
nguoi dan ong quat cudng!" Sniper nhin vé phia Sean, dirng mot chat, ding
nam tay dap vao nguc minh, "Céu ta 13 nguoi anh em cua t6i!"

Sean hit mot hoi, "Anh cling la nguoi anh em cua cau ta."

Sniper nd nu cuoi, xe dung ¢ trudc cira can cu My, "Hey, cau co biét gi
vé Hawkins khong?"

Sean mang theo hanh 1y di xubng, "Khéng thuc hiéu biét, nhung toi c6
nghe qua dai danh cta anh ta, nghe noi anh ta l1a chuyén gia pha bom c6 ti 1¢
thanh cong cao nhat tai Baghdad."

"Mt khac cling 13 mot doi trudng tdi khong dé & chung." Sniper to vé
dém pha, "Vinh vién nghiém mit, khién cdu cam nhan dugc cai goila0° &
Baghdad! Puong nhién, ciing khong phai 13 hin vinh vién s& khéng cuoi,
néu hin nd nu cudi, cau phai can than mang nhé cua chinh minh. Con nira,
han noi chuyén khong thé nao dé nghe, cdu khong can qua dé ¥ —— & noi
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nay, bao v¢ dugc tinh mang nho bé ciia minh so véi bat cir cai gi khac déu
trong yéu."

"Cam on da cho to1 biét." Sean v0 vo thung xe xoay nguoi roi di.

bi vao mot loat nhitng cong trinh kién trGc roi rac té nhat, Sean dén
dugc ky tic xa cua doi truong Howard Hawkins. Anh hit mot hoi, sau do go
cura phong.

"Bao cao! Trung si Sean Elvis."

"Vao di." Phia bén trong ctra truyén dén thanh 4m ngin gon ma lanh
nhu bang, chi nghe thanh am ciing doan dugc ddi phuong 14 mot ngudi thuc
c6 ban linh.

Sean m¢ cura, trong phong am am uu, chi c6 anh mat tro1 theo sau lung
anh roi vao.

Trén giuong c6 mot ngudi khong nhanh khong cham ngdi day, twa vao
dau givong. Tu thé cua y thyc tiy ¥, hai bap chan tran thon dai ma giau co
sttc co dan 16 ra dudi chan, ban tay chéng xudng dém, nghiéng dau, ding
mot loai tu thé rat than nhién nhin vé phia Sean.
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Chwong 5

"V6 cung xin 161, Thiéu Gy! Téi dd quiy ray ngai nghi ngoi! " Sean doan
thAm khong biét c6 phai ngudi nay co ca truc dém, hién gio dang tranh thu
bd giac?

Sau khi nhin vé phia Sean, Hawkins xdc chan dung 1én. Luc nay Sean
moi chot nhan ra trén nguoil y hoan toan tran trui, khong hé ¢6 léy mot
manh vai, thAm chi ngay ca cai quan 16t cling khong mic! Thoi quen nay
cung Sean hoan toan tuong phan, ngoai trtr a0 khoac, y phuc cua Sean
duong nhu ludn chuan bi tot, mot khi ¢ nhiém vu, anh cé thé lay toc do
nhanh nht chay t6i dia diém tap hop.

Sean khong biét liéu c6 nén doi mat di dau d6 hay khong. Than thé cua
Hawkins c6 thé dung tir “tuyét my” dé hinh dung. Mdi mét khéi co bap déu
san chac khong chut chit du thira, dudng cong thyc tiéu chuan, khong khoa
truong dén nhu Schwarzenegger, lai tiém an mot su déo dai vo tan. Dic biét
1a lung, m&i mot nguoi dan ba khi twa vao d6 han sé thay vo cliing an tam.

R4t nhanh, Hawkins d3 mic xong quan phuc, kéo chiéc ban nho lai gén,
ma& den ban.

Mot phut d6, Sean thay rd rang khuén mit y.

Lanh ling ma sic bén, tran ngap 1y tri ciing ndi liém dé ning 1én than
kinh cta Sean khién anh cang thang. Y nang cam, khoe miéng nhich cao 1én
mét chut, khién cho nguoi ta nhin vao théy c6 mot loai tu phu cung trao

phung, "Anh dugc diéu dén day tir bd doi dic ching?"

"Yes, sir!"
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"Cho du la tor bd doi1 dac chung diéu t4i, anh ciing van co thé 1a rac
ruoi!" Cam Hawkins ciing hoi nhéch 1én, 16 ra yét hau cing mot ntra quai
ham, day goi cam. Nguoi dan ong nay d6i v4i dan ba han 1a danh dau thang
d6, khong gi can noi.

"Yes, sir!"

"A, nhu vay anh da thua nhan minh la rac ruéi1?" Thanh am cua
Hawkins duong nhu khuyét thiéu cam xtc, giong nhu khi hai thanh kim
loai cham vao nhau phét ra tiéng, ma ngay ca khong khi cing trai tim nguoi
nghe déu chan dong theo mdi tiéng phat ra.

"Ngai noi ‘Co thé °, sir!"

Hawkins phat ra mot tiéng hir nhe dang milii, Sean phat giac hinh dang
d6i mat cua y rat dugc, khong co vé quyén rii nhu cip mat dep ciia dan ba,
nhung lai rat hip dan, "Vay noi cho toi biét, chirc trach cta anh 1a gi?"

"Cung ngai t6i hién trudong, bat dau dé phong tir ngodi mot trim mét, &
trong dam dong tim kiém nguoi c6 thé thudc phan tir phan loan, bao vé ngai
an toan, duong nhién khéng bao gdm ca trudong hop néu ngai g& bom that
bai bi tac 1én tron."

"Dya vao cai gi toi phai tin tudng anh?" Hai chan ctia Hawkins dang
rong hai bén suon ghé, tiy tién ma tran day khi thé van sttc chd phat dong.

"Béi vi chung ta 1a chién hitu pho thac sau lung cho nhau." Sean nhin
vao mat y, noi.

Khuon mat cia Hawkins van khong c6 bi€u tinh, phia sau Sean tya ho
cO nguoi dén day.

"Sép, anh goi toi sa0?" Mot vién binh linh tré tudi c6 mai dau dinh tho
dau vao trong phong do xét.
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"Rick, day 1a thanh vién mdi cta tiéu to chung ta, Sean Elvis." Hawkins
ding cam chi chi anh chang tré tudi dimg ngoai ctra, "K§¥ thuat binh Rick
Parson."

"Hi! To1 1a Rick, td61 goi anh 1a Sean dugc khong?" Rick c¢é vé hung
phan.

"Pem gi nay di cho khuat mat t61." Ngon tay ctia Hawkins v& mot vong
& trong khong khi, Rick lién 16i Sean di ra, khong quén dong ctra cho
Hawkins.

Sean cung Rick song vai di trén duong.

"Rick. .. ... Thiéu uy Hawkins 1a nguoi nhu thé nao?" Lam quan nhan,
Sean khong qua thién cam d6i véi Hawkins, thé nhung ho con phai cing
nhau chap hanh nhiém vy, cho nén ciing khong thé noi 1 anh chén ghét.

"Mot ngudi co thé cho anh séng sot noi dia nguc nay khi gidc mong vi
dai cia anh tan v&." Rick tho hat ra, anh mat sang lang bong nhién am dam
mot chut.

"Khi mé1 dén day cau da rat tuyét vong hay sao?" Sean hoi cau ta mot
cau.

Rick dua anh dén trudc ctra ky tic x4, ném cho anh cai chia khoéa, "Mot
ga trai tré kho dai nghi minh s€ tré thanh mgt ngudt anh hung cua nudec My
gidng nhu trong phim vAy, sau d6 lai phat hién minh twa nhu con kién, bat
ct luc nao cling co thé bi tac 1én troi. . . . . . Qua that rat tuyét vong."

"Hawkins da noi gi d6 vo1 cau?" Sean md ctra, dem hanh ly quang I1én
4 b g
giuong, bat dau sura sang lai.
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"Anh ta n61 ‘T61 bao cau lam céi gi thi cau lam céi do, cau s€ con séng
tré lai nuée M1”." Rick di vao, dem may thtr v& véan trong ngan ta 16i ra.

"C6 18 & Mi, thiéu ty Hawkins chi 12 mot quan nhan toi, nhung toi
Baghdad, anh ta lai c6 thé trd thanh © than *." Sean cudi, tu trai givdng cho
minh.

"Hic, Sean. . . . . . Hawkins qua that khong cach nao khién nguoi ta
thich dugc, nhung toi tin tudng anh ta. Néu anh ciing tin tuéng, ching ta
moi c¢6 thé cing nhau sdng sot trd v&." Thanh 4m cta Rick trAm xudng, ciu
ta dang vO cung nghi€ém tuc.

"To1 phai tin tudng anh ta, Rick. Boi vi chuc tradch cua té1 chinh 1a bao
v€ su an toan cua anh ta."

Tai doanh dia, tuy rang sau khi vao dém binh linh khong thé tiy y di ra
ngoai, nhung & bén trong, cudc song vé dém lai khong qua nham chén.
C6 ngudi danh bai brit, ¢ ngudi udng chut bia, dua gion.

Theo nhu 16i Rick, Hawkins 1a mot mau dién hinh cho viéc thich im
lang va ddc hudng khong gian, cho nén cac hoat dong gidi tri ciia anh em, y
cling khong bao gio tham gia.

Rick mang bia dén cho & cua Sean, "Hac, Sean, cung nhau uong may
chén di."

Nguoi ta déu noi rang tinh hitu nghi cua dan 6ng déu 1a tir trong bia

rugu va danh 1on ma hinh thanh, duong nhién Sean thich truong hop phia
trude hon.
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Trong radio phat ra &m nhac dang thinh hanh tai My, ngau nhién co6 vai
doan RAP ctia nhitng ngudi da den, ¢ thé nghe thiy tir cach d6 may ky tac
Xa.

"Thoi gian luan phién chuyén d6i ctia chung ta con lai bao nhiéu ngay?"
Sean hoi.

"Ha ha, con nhirng mot trim ngay, anh tdi that dung thoi diém!"

Tiéng nhac trong radio ctia ho bdng nhién ngimg lai, nhung ho van nghe
thiy 4m thanh cta radio vong t6i tir ky tiic x4 bén canh vang lai.

"A ha, " Rick nhun vai, "Cai radio da nat qua ro61, han la phai lam cai
bao cdo 1én cap trén xin mot cai maéi."

"

"B¢ t61 xem thu." Sean di qua, g bo 16p v& bén ngoai cua cai dai,
Rick, cho t61 muon cai chia khoéa."

Sean dung cai chia khoa thay thé cai dinh 6¢ vin veo mot chit, cai radio
kia lién lai bat dau thu song.

"Anh lam thé nao duogc vay?" Rick c6 chut hiéu ky, "O bo doi dic
chung cling day ca cai nay sao?"

"Khong, t61 tu hoc." Sean cuoi, ngéi tro lai, d6 1a mot trong nhirng thi
anh am hiéu khi con 1a Vincent.

Bat qua bia con chua uong dugc may chai, bon ho lai ¢c6 nhiém vu .

Khi hai nguoi dn mic chinh t& di dén truéc chiéc Hummer, Hawkins
dudng nhu da ngdi ¢ ghé sau that 1au .

"Ubng bia." Thanh am cta y lanh nhu bang, nghe khong ra cam xic.
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"Pung viy, boi vi Sean vira t&i ddy, téi mubdn hoan nghénh mét chut."
Rick ngdi trén ghé 14i, phat dong dong co.

"C6 18 toi nay anh ta s& chi con lai mdi cai mil." Biéu tinh ciia Hawkins
bi bong tbi trong xe che lép. bém nay la 14n dau tién “Sean” nhan nhiém vu
& Baghdad, ky that mac k¢ anh c6 phai la 14n dau tién hay khong, anh déu
c6 thé bi tac mat xac, duong nhién. . . . .. nhin chung, mii cia anh chinh la
di vat con nguyén ven nhat trong sb nhitng gi con lai. (Vi n6 bang sit, co bi
bom tac cling chi bi méo thoi a.)

"Tinh huéng thé nao?" Rick tu dong xem nhe cau tra 161 cia Hawkins,
bat dau hoi tinh hinh cy thé ctia nhiém vu.

"Trong quan bar c6 mgt linh My tinh lai ¢ toilet, phat hién trén nguoi
minh dugce gan mot qua bom hen gio."

"Néu t6i nhé khong 1am, sau khi vao dém chung ta khong thé roi khoi
doanh dia?" Rick thuan mi¢ng hoi mot cau, nhung tat ca moi nguoi déu biét
& noi di qudc tha hwong day ngip nguy co nay, vira dén ban dém con nguoi
ta s& cang mudn dién cudng mot chut dé quén hét thay.

Trong xe nhat thoi yén lang lai, cho dén khi bon ho di qua chg dém
Baghdad dén trudc cira mot quan bar nho.

Sean xudng xe trudc, quan sat bon phia, duong nhu noi day da bi thanh
trang*, nhung xa xa c6 vai ngudi van ding trén nhitng ngdi nha cao xung
quanh nhin lai ddy. (* “quét don chuéng ngai vat”, bao gdm ca nhiing ngudi
kha nghi hodc khéng c6 phan su déu bi dudi di.)

Hawkins xudng xe, hoi mot linh My bén canh, "Cai tén ngu ngdc goi
dién xin giap do dau?"

DPo6i phuong hién nhién bat man véi cach xung hd nay, nhung rdi lai
khong thé phat hoa, "Con & trong toilet."
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Hawkins nghiéng dau, "Han 1a chién hitu cta anh?"
...... Dung vay." P6i phuong do du mot cht, gat gat dau.

"Trong long anh dang hy vong tdi bi n6 chét."

Tay linh My kia ngan nguoi, tya hd khong nghi t6i Hawkins lai tring
tron noéi ra suy nghi trong long anh ta nhu vay. Khi anh ta khoi phuc tinh

than lai, Hawkins d3 di vao trong.

"Neéu to1 b1 bom tac tur, di€u dé nodi 1én rang cai tay chién hiru ngu ngdc
cua anh cling da chét." Am di€u cua y van vay, mé hodc lai lanh nhu bang.

Sean nhin thdy y c& nhu vy ma di vao trong quan bar, khong khoi dudi

theo kéu to, "Hawkins anh con chua mac trang phuc bao ho!"

Hawkins ding & ctra quan bar, quay dau lai, "Thit do choi kia co tac
dung gi sao?”

Sean nhiu may, Rick dén bén vo vo vai anh, "Quén di, cho du mac thu
do biéu dién kia, néu bom that sy n6 anh ta cling van chét."

Sean truc tiép 1én dan, bat dau luu ¥ mdi ngudi c6 & xung quanh do.

"Hawkins luon mdt cau cling khong néi ma bat dau nhi¢ém vu nhu vay
sao?" Sean hoi qua thiét bi lién lac, di vé phia Rick.

Rat nhiéu chuyén gia pha bom khi tiép cin bom thuong cing dong doi
ctia minh néi chuyén phiém, diéu nay c6 thé giup bon ho tha 16ng, hon nita
vé mit tim 1y ciing s& cam thdy c6 ngudi nao d6 dang tin cdy ludn ¢ bén
canh minh.
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"Pung vdy, thuong thi ngay khi anh con dang lo ling vi sao anh ta
khong hé co phan tng gi ddi véi tir than thi anh ta di c6 thé hoan thanh
nhiém vu." Thanh am cua Rick mang theo ¥ cuoi.

Luc nay, ¢ ngudi dén sau lung Sean, theo phan xa, anh lap tirc xoay
ngudi lai, hong sing nham ngay vao nguc ngudi no, 1a Hawkins, "Anh di
g0 xong qua bom kia?"

Hawkins nghiéng dau sang mgt bén, nhin vé phia nhiing binh linh canh
ngoai cua, "Di tim cai kim, trén bom c6 khoa sat."

Noi xong, y lién tya vao bén canh xe.

"Anh dang 1am cai gi?" Tay linh kia di t6i, "Chién hitu cta toi cling sap
nd chét ¢ bén trong! Anh ciing khong di giup anh ta! Cong viéc cia anh
khong phai 1a g& bom sao?"

Ngay trong nhay mat khi tay ctia nguoi nay cham dén Hawkins, canh
tay anh ta da bi van di, thanh am trat khdp pha 1€ vang do.

"Nhiém vu cua tao la g& bo bom dudi tinh huong cam doan chinh minh
dugc an toan." Hawkins ci dau nhin v€ phia han, "Con nira, tat ca moi
nguoi déu biét, tao khong thich noi lan thir hai."

Sean c6 chut sitng s, than thu ctia Hawkins nhanh v ciing, nhu thé da
tung dugc huan luyén qua ¢ dac chung b binh, "1 tim cai kim ——" Sean
do cai ga bat hanh nim trén mat dat kia 1én, anh ta con dang hung ton nhin
cham cham vao Hawkins. Y chi cuoi lanh.

"Anh dinh dem tinh mang cia chién hitu dén phan cao thap véi

Hawkins hay sao?" Sean budng anh ta ra, xoay ngudi sang chd khéc tiép tuc
quan sat xung quanh.
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Tay linh My kia dtng 1én, dén phia sau thung xe tim mdt cai cai kim
ném cho Hawkins, 10c nay y m&i mang theo cai kim lai di vao trong quéan
bar.

Ciing vao luc nay, nguoi dimg trong cin phong & 1au hai trong con phd
d6i dién bdng nhién bién mat. Sean chim chii quan sat cin phong kia,
khong co dén, ting cao nhat bi v& nat qua nira, can phong ndy theo 1y ma
n6i han 1a khéng nguoi ¢, ngudi kia nira dém chay dén mot noi nhu vay, chi

"Rick can than dé phong!"

Sean chay vot vé phia ngdi nha kia.
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Chwong 6

Sean di vao dudi mai hién, nghe thiy tiéng chan nguoi binh bich chay tir
trén tang xudng dudi qua cau thang sat. Mot nguoi mic chiée 4o T-shirt toi
mau chay vao chd ti.

Ghim sung, Sean theo nguo1 d6 vao trong ngd nho.

Bong ti bao trim, moi vat déu chi con bong dang mo hd. Cé ngudi
dang dimg dua vao tudng, ddm lira chap chon cho thiy nguoi kia dang hut
thudc.

Sean xet qua bén canh hén, ma nguoi mac ao tdi mau kia da chay xa.
Nhung vao lac nay, Sean quay phat ngudi lai, khuyu tay thiic vé phia sau,
mau thude 14 roi khoi tay nguoi dan ong kia, yét hau han bi khuyu tay Sean
ninh doan, nay hét thay co hd chi phat sinh trong vong mot giay.

Nguoi kia khong kip phat ra am thanh lién truot xudng doc theo vach
tuong, mat tron tron, khong con ho hap, ban tay kia tha 1ong trén mat dat,
trong long ban tay 1a mot con dao gam sang ngoi.

Néu khong phai lic 4y Sean phan Gng nhanh, chi so anh di bi d6i
phuong dam trung .

Nhung la Sean ciling khong cho vay 1a xong.
Anh nghiéng mit, ling nghe tiéng vang phat ra tir ngd nhd, sau d6 qua
quyét chay vé phia bén phai, di qua nhitng kién trac thap bé lup xup. Khi

anh dung lai, trude mat anh da 1a nguoi dan 6ng mac 4o so mi to61 mau, doi
phuong thé hon hén, vé mat khong thé tin noi.
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Sean chi sting vao han, trong tay ngudi nady tua ho nam cai gi. Khong
gidng nhitng linh My khac 16n tiéng la "Gio tay 1én" linh tinh, Sean truc
tiép siét co, vién dan danh trang gitta tran nguoi kia, mot phat tri mang.

Thir & trong tay han roi trén mat dat, Sean ludn tay vao trong toc, khé
siét lai, lai 1 mot c4i dién thoai di dong, man hinh hién 1én mét ddy sb con
dang nhap do dang, néu khong co gi ngoai ¥ mudn, khi day sb nay gui di
thanh cong, quan bar kia s& bj no tung 1én troi. Sean kéo 1ay sau 4o han,
quang hin 1én vai, mot tay nhit 1ay dién thoai di dong, quay trd vé& quan bar.

Luc nay, & ctra quan bar, Hawkins mang theo mdt vong bom trong tay di
ra, co ho moi nguoi - trir Rick - déu lui vé phia sau, tinh canh rat tot cuoi,

giong nhu Hawkins 12 mot phan tir khung bo dang mudn tu sat.

"Elvis dau?" Hawkins nghiéng mat, khuéon mat y & dudi ngon dén mo
nhat ctia quan bar c6 vé tuAn my la lung.

"Anh ta dudi theo nguoi nao toi phia doi dién." Rick nhiu may, c6 chut
lo lang.

Luc nay, trong bong dém, Sean cham rai di t61, dem thi thé tha 1én mat
dat, thay khéi bom trong tay Hawkins, lién biét y di thanh cong.

"Di dau vay?" Thanh am cua Hawkins ho hiing.

Sean ném dién thoai di dong sang cho y, "Toi tim dugc ké phu trach
theo ddi bom. Trong ngd nho con cdé mot déng bon."

Hawkins gat dau, dem khdi bom da thao ra bo vao trong mot cai thung
dac bict.

"Chién hiru ctia t6i dau?" Anh chang linh My dang thuong luc ndy di

dén truéc mat Hawkins, néu bom di duoc dd bo, vi sao con khong thiy
nguoi 6 trong WC di ra?
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Hawkins khong thém liéc lai lay mot cai, di mé ctra chiéc Hummer, "Ga
do on qua, tao cho han mgt dam!"

"Cai gi!" Anh chang kia con mudn noi gi nira, lic nay Sean cung Rick
déu da Ién xe, dong co khdi dong, xe lao vot di.

Trén bang ghé sau, Hawkins van im ling nhu trude.

Rick vtra 141 xe vura hot hung phén ma noi, "Sean, anh that loi hai! Chi
c6 vai phut ngan ngui, vdy ma anh ciing c6 thé tim ra ké khéng ché bom!
Sao anh biét bon ho & phu can?"

"Gan bom cho mdt linh M¥, lai & noi chiing ta thudng xuyén tu tap udng
ruou, muyc dich cua d6i phuong khong chi 1a mubn giét chét mot nguoi ma
thdi, ma con mudn tao ra kinh dong. Néu c6 thé nhan tién giét chét thém
mot vai linh My & gan d6, hodc 1a... chuyén gia g& bom linh tinh..., s& khién
cho hanh vi ctia bon ho cang thém tinh uy hiép manh mé&. Cho nén nhit dinh
s€ ¢0 nguo1 ¢ phu can theo doi, bdo dam bom hoat dong nhu y mudn." Sean

cuo1 cuoi, mot tay ti 1én cura xe, ban tay do lay dau.

"Du thé ndo, chiing ta lai sbng qua mot ngay." Anh mit Rick thoang am
dam lai, bdi vi chuyén cua ngay mai khong ai biét dugc.

Tré lai quan doanh, Sean tam rira xong, rat nhanh lién nga 1é€n givdong va
ngu mé met.

Sang som, anh tinh lai vi Rick dap ctra.
"Hi Sean, hom nay ching ta phai di gdp mot nhan vat dac biét."
"Ai?" Sean nhanh chong danh rang rira mat, mac quan phuc di ra.

"Tién si Grey, mot té€n quai thai dén tir dai hoc Yale." Rick nhun vai.
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"Ong ta ky quéai nhu thé nao?"

"Ong ta thich nghe anh ké ra ndi tuyét vong trong long anh, ¢ vii anh
ndi ra tat ca cac y nghi dién cuong trong dau."

"Vidu?"
"Vi du nhu néi thay vi 1am mét linh My ngu ngdc, anh cang mudn lam
mot thu linh cua mdt nhoém vii trang phan loan Iraq. Lai vi du nhu anh

mudn khoa than chay trén dudong ¢ Baghdad, nhin xem c6 thé dap tring
bom hay khong."

"Ong ta 1a mot cai bac si tam 1y?"

"Pung vay," Rick quay mit vé phia Sean, chan lai hon nhién lui vé phia
sau, thao thao bat tuyét, "Ong ta sé& tién hanh danh gia tdm 1y cho anh, kia
ky that 1a cut cho, néu anh co y dinh vo nhu bi kich dong qua dé hoac la

mot ké co tam 1y bién thai dé b1 dudi vé My, do 1a nam mo."

"Rick!" Sean muén vuon tay 101 cau ta lai, nhung Rick da va phai mot
nguoi phia sau.

"A, thuc xin 16i!" Rick dugc ddi phuong gitp dimg ving.

Nguoi tré tudi kia ngai ngting cudi, tuy ring mic quan trang nhung lai
c6 mot loai khi chat dic biét cta sinh vién, nhét 13 cap kinh gong den, c6 vé
nghiém can lai vai phan kho dai.

"Khong sao cha?"

"To61 khong sao." Rick cuoi cuodi, vo vai nguoi kia, "Nhin cau khong
giong linh, cau ¢ doi nao?"
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Do6i phuong day kinh 1én mot chut, "T6i 1a phién dich, linh tinh nguyén
..... To61 1a Eric Kul."

"Hi Kul, to1 1a Rick, anh ta Ia Sean. Ching t61 déu 1a EOD."

Sean c6 chit hdm md Rick, c6 thé noi khong mot thanh vién nao cua
tiéu to thdo g& bom 1a khong chiu ap luc ning né, nhung Rick lai cho nguoi
ta c6 mot loai cam giac sang sua dé gan.

"Céc anh dén gap Tién si Grey?" Kul hoi.

"Pling vay, sao anh biét?"

"Béi vi t6i vira & chd d6. Toi ..... mbi dén noi day hon ba tuan, hét thay
cung tudng twong kém qua xa , toi can...... thich Gmg." Kul cudi cudi, khoe
miéng c6 chut bat dac di.

"Chung t6i s& dén d6 bay gio!" Rick v vo vai anh ta, ¢6 ¥ ¢ Vil.

Rick cung Sean di dén mot can phong thap, con chua day cira tién vao,
chot nghe bén trong truyén ra tiéng chui by, vang doi, tran ngip vé can
phat tiét, ¢ thé tuong tuong vi bac si tam 1y kia gio phat ndy nhat dinh
ngira dau lam bo nghe thuc nghiém tac, nhung d6i mat véi thanh 4m khung

bo nhu vay ong ta cang mudn tim bong dén nhét vao tai.

"Han da chét! Con me no, han cit nhu vy ma chét ¢ trudc mit toi! Moi

lan t6i déu nghi néu nguoi x6ng 1én chinh 12 t6i thi sé thé ndo! Me nd
han 1a k¥ thuat binh! K§ thuat binh! Khong phai tay sung ban tia! T6i me no
dién rdi

nudc My dién ro1 tong thong con me no thé nao khong

biét dén Iraq!"

Sean ngan nguoi, thanh &m nay 1a ctia Sniper.
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Ma bén canh anh, Rick lai nhé giong n6i tham, "Noi cai gi ‘Nhirng 161
anh nodi véi to1 s€ khong co6 ngudi thr ba dugce biét’, cai hiéu qua cach am
nay ro rang ca quan doanh déu c6 thé nghe thay."

RAt nhanh, trong phong truyén dén tleng khoc rong. Sniper tya ho that
lau khong d& xubng 16p nguy trang cing rin ciia mot ngu’m dan Ong, Sean
c6 thé tudng tuong gid phut nay anh ta nhat dinh dang nam chit lay dau
minh ma khoc.

Mo61 mot 1an ching kién chién hitu bé minh ngay bén canh déu 1a vo tan
tra tan do1 vai ho.

Sean trAm mic. Noi thuc ra anh ting vo s6 14n 4o tudng chién hiru lac
trude s& doi mit voi cai chét ctia anh nhu thé nao, hodc 1a ndi & noi sinh
ménh khong cé gia tri gi nhu noi nay, nhitng quan nhan gia do1 nhu Sniper
han 12 sém da chét lang trudc nhitng cai chét kiéu nhu cua Vincent.

Nghe tiéng Sniper khoc rong, trong dau Sean khéng ngimng quay lic
minh con 13 Vincent, phut cudi cung con y thtc, thir anh thdy chinh 1a
khuon mit théng kho, khan truong ctia Sniper.

Cam on nguoi anh em, Sniper...... Cam on......

Néu thoi gian quay lai 1an nita, t61 van s€ lieu linh x6ng 1én trudce, boi vi
to1 la nguo1 bao vé¢ phia sau lung cua cac anh.

Qua that 1au, Rick ciing dya vach tudng sip ngi, clira mo, Sniper di ra.

Mit anh ta con ¢ chut héng, nhung vé mat da khoi phuc trin tinh, Itc
thay Sean con phat phat tay.

"Sean, anh c6 chuyén mudn khoc khong?" Rick hoi.

V!Cé n
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"Nhu vay anh c6 can khoc that 1au, hodc 1a réng to that lau khong?"
"Han 13 khong can."

"Vay anh vao trudce di, " Rick cuoi nhao mot tiéng, "Bdi vi to1 co thé
can thoi gian that lau."

Sean git gat dau, day cira di vao vin phong, cin phong thu thap thuc
chinh té. Trén ban cong tac chi c6 mot may tinh, mit ban thoat nhin khong
nhiém maot hat bui. Pan 6ng déu 14 16 thoi 1éch théch, Sean nghi tham rang
van phong nay n6i khong chimg 14 noi sach s& nht ca quan doanh.

"Xin chao, t6i 1a Trung si Sean Elvis." Sean hanh 1é.

Péi dién véi ban cong tac gian di 14 mot ngudi dan 6ng dang ngdi, mai
toc ngan mau vang sim gon ghé, chai nguoc phia sau dau, dé 10 vé thong
minh ma nhe nhang khoan khoai cua khuon mat. Phia sau cdp kinh mét
khong c¢6 khung kinh 13 mot d6i con nguoi ddy vé tim toi nghién ctru, ma
hinh dang ctia con mat lai hoi xéch 18n, cho di nhu vay van khéng che gidu
duogc khi chat tinh anh toat ra tir nguoi nay.

N6i tom lai, ngudi ndy 12 mot ngudi dan éng rat tét nhin, nhung & trong
quan doanh, xinh dep ciing déng nghia voi nguy hiém, ma quin nhan
thuong thuong cang thich nhitng nguoi cd vé ngoai rin roi hon 13 kiéu
nguoi giong Tién si Grey ...... Sinh vién guong mau!

"Xin chao, " Tién si Grey ldy ra mot tap ho so trén mat ban, nhin thodng
qua hang tén, "Sean. Anh khong can cing thang, hom nay ching ta chi trd

chuyén mot chit ma thoi. O EOD c6 gi d6 ... anh khong thich Gmg?"

"Tam thoi con khong co, tién si." Sean ngdi ¢ phia do1 dién, anh mat do
x€t cua doi phuong lam anh c6 chut khong thoai mai.
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"Nghe noi lan dau tién 1am nhiém vy anh di 1ap tic bat duoc phan tir
phan loan." Tién si Grey cui dau vé phia trudc, nhitng soi toc phia sau tai ra
xudng, tAm than ctia Sean nhoang 1én mét cai, lung khong khoi tya vao trén
lung ghé dya.

"May man ma thoi."

"No6i chuyén véi to1 khong can cau né nhu vay, bdi vi moi 101 anh noi

Vo1 to1, to1 s€ khong noi cho nguoi khac biét nguyén tac gilt bi mat cua

nghé y."

Con mat mau xanh nudc bién cua do1 phuong nhin vao Sean, tya ho
muon nhin xuyén qua than thé nay dé thay dugc Vincent.

"Tién si, to1 vira m&1 dén khong 1au. Khi t61 cam thay c6 nhu cau, nhat
dinh s€ tim dén ngai." Sean nudt nudc miéng, nhin vé phia dong tu li¢u trén
ban, tranh &nh mat cua Tién si Grey.

"Pugc roi, " Cay bt trén tay Grey vong vo hai vong, lic nady Sean mai
phat giac ngon tay ong ta thon dai tuyét dep, "Trung si Elvis, anh c6 thé di
truge. Bat quéa moi tuan déu c6 mét lan noi chuyén, t61 hy vong anh c6 thé
chu dong t6i tim t6i ma khong phai dé t6i chay man quan doanh tim kiém
anh."

"To1 s€ nhd k¥, gap lai sau, Tién si." Luc Sean day ctra di ra ngoai, anh
khong khoi hit sdu mot hoi.

Nguoi nay duoc diéu toi ddy tir lic nao? Anh nhd rd khi minh van 1a
Vincent, bac si tim 1y trong doanh trai van 1a Smith, mot ngudi thoat nhin
giy yéu nhung lai 1am cho nguoi ta thdy tin nhiém, ma hién tai nguoi
kia....... Lai lam cho ngudi ta cam thiy cho du minh khong néi gi ca, nhung
¢ trudec mat ong ta cling khong c6 gi 1a riéng tu.
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Rick dang dya vao tudng, quay dau lai thdy Sean, 16 ra vé mit thoang
kinh ngac, "Nhanh nhu vay?"

"A, dung vay." Sean cuoi cuoi, "Muodn to1 cho cau khong?"

"Khong can, khi t61 ndi di€n, thanh am rat 1on." Rick cuodi kho mét
chut, day cua ra di vao.
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Chwong 7

Tro lai quan doanh, trén san thé duc c6 may binh linh dang choi bong

Sniper cung S¢o doi trudng cling co trong so do.
Sean cuo1 cuoi, ngdi xuong mot bén nhin vao san.

Sniper bat nguoi mot cai, vin dugc ca thanh 10, bong vao, thodng nhin
thiy Sean lién gio tay 1én vay, vé sang khoai ctia han 1am anh an tdm, "Hey!
Nguoi anh em, biét choi bong r6 khong?"

Sean bdng nhién nhé téi khi minh con 1a Vincent, Sniper thudng xuyén
mang anh vao san bong, con ndi cai gi dan ong thi phai ra dau truong rén
luyén rén luyén, khong nén ranh ri lién nam & trong phong doc may cudn
sach vO0 dung nhu dan ba.

"Biét."

"T4t, vdy cau gia nhap ddi ctia chung toi di! K§ thuat binh cia chung toi
moi bi thwong mit c4 chin ngay hom qua!”

Sean cuo1i, dung 1€n, "Puogc thoi!"

"Gi61 thiéu mdt chat, " Sniper chi chi Seo doi truong, "Pay la Doi
trudng cua chung ta, ngoai hiéu Seo, duong nhién la bdi vi vét seo trén mat
han, bat qua thuc dang tiéc.... "

"Kia khong phai dao chém, ma la bi manh bom cat trang." Sean cudi

noi tiép, doan gidi thiéu nay khi Vincent vira gia nhap tiéu doi, Sniper ciing
da noi khong sai mdt chit.
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"Lam thé quai nao ma cau biét dugc?!"

"Uy, chung ta 13 tiéu t6 pha bom, gip phai bom so véi gip phai dao con
nhiéu." Sean budn cudi, nhan lay qua bong r6 tir tay Sniper, "P6i thu 13 ai?"

"“T{ than quﬁn coc’." Bo do1 pha bom thuong thich chon cho tiéu doi
cua minh mot cai ngoai hi¢u, vi du nhu trude day tiéu to cua Seo co ngoai
hiéu 12 "Can tién khong can mang", tuy rang ddi v6i ngoai hiéu nay Vincent
tuyét dbi khinh bi, nhung Sniper cing Seo thich, anh ciing khong c6 quyén
say "NO".

"A, ‘T than quan cdc’ 12 tiéu do6i C phai khong?"

Luc nay Seo cling da c6 chut quen mat, tién 1én no1 chuyén, "Nghe noi
cau moi1 dén khong lau, lam thé nao bi€t 1o rang ngoai hiéu cua céc cac ti€u
doi nhu vay?"

"Cling khong han, " Sean c6 chat buon cuo1, dai ndo cua anh 1a Vincent,
duong nhién ngoai hiéu cua tat ca tiéu doi anh déu biét ro, "Toi khong biét
tiéu do1 cua minh c6 ngoai hi¢u la gi."

"Cai gd Hawkins kia s€ khong lam loai chuyén nham chan nay." Sniper
bé vai Sean di vé phia mot ky tac xa khac, "Han chi biét lanh nhu bing ma

bl on

noi1 véi cau ‘Co nhiém vu °, < T61 bdo anh Iam cai gi anh thi [am cai do °.
"Con nira, " Sean hudng tng, "‘T61 chinh 1a than’."
Ba nguoi cung nhau cuoi ha ha.

bi sang mot dau khac cua ky tac xa, bon ho gap "Tu than quan coc", bat
dau bong rd ba nguoi.
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Sean ty nhién rat quen thudc cach choi ciia Seo cung Sniper, ba ngudi
phéi hop rat an ¥, lién tuc gianh dugc bong.

"Sean! Chuyén bong!"

"Sean! Ném rat tt!"

Nhung ngay khi khong ai dé ¥, c6 mot chut gi d6 di thay doi.
"Vincent! Ném qua day!"

"Vincent, a bad luck!"

"Vincent..... Khéng sao chir!" Khi Sean bi ddy ngi, Sniper di t6i kéo
anh day.

"T61 khong sao!" Sean lau mo hoi.

Phia sau, Seo tua ho y thirc dén chuyén gi, "Sniper, cdu goi cdu ta l1a
gi?"

"Vincent.... " Sniper ngan nguoi, ma Sean cling ngdy ngan ca nguoi.

"Hey con choi nira hay khong!" Doi phuong ho to.

"Choi!" Sniper kéu mdt cau, sau dé nho giong ndi voi Sean, "Xin 101,
goi sai tén cua cau, cau that 1a .... sao khong noi ra."

Anh mét Seo tbi sim, c6 mét chat bi thuong, "Ai bao théng nhéc nay lai
in ¥ voi chiing ta nhu thé? Vira roi toi cling van Vincent, Vincent ma goi

cau ta."

"Khong sao ca, ching ta tiép tuc!" Sean nuét nudt nudc mi€ng, vira roi
anh...... Ciing nghi minh 1a Vincent.
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M6 ho1 udt dam 4o so mi bén trong, may anh chang bén thang than coi
bo a0 so mi, d€ vai va tay tran ti€p tuc ¢ dudi réo bong ma dé mo hoi.

Sean bat nguodi nam 1ay thanh r6, ngay ca cai khung ciing rung lén canh
cach. Sniper di téi cung anh v tay hoan nghénh, ngay tai mot gidy d6, Sean
cam thay twa ho c6 ai dang nhin minh.

Theo ban nang anh nhin quanh bon phia, quanh san c6 may nguoi dang
ngdi xem bon ho choi bong, ¢6 nguoi hut thude, cd ngudl mang theo bia,
sau d6 Sean nh¢ t61, bén canh tya ho chinh 1a ky tic xa cua Hawkins.

Khi anh nhin vé phia 6 ctra s6 kia, qua nhién Hawkins da démg d6 tir
bao gio.

Tuy rang anh khong thay rd vé mit ciia y, nhung Sean lai c¢6 thé tudong
tugng ra d6i mat tham thuy khong thé doc hiéu cua y cing d6i moi khé cudi

cham choc.

"Con choi nita sao? T61 doi bung !" Trong ddi cuia d61 phuong c6 ngudi

noi.

"Cai thung com!" Sniper cuoi nhao, sau d6 vo vo lén lung Sean noi,
"P1, mdc xong quan 4o di an com!"

Ngay khi Sean cti nguoi nhdt 4o so mi, anh lai cam gidc dugc tdm mat
cua nguoi kia, mot tac mdt tac ludt qua than thé anh, lam cho co thé anh
khong hiéu sao lai nong 1én.

Ao giac, tat ca déu la ao giac.

Cai gd Hawkins kia nham chan, dang nhin bon ho choi bong r6 ma thoi.
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Sean di tim, thay quan 4o sach s&, di ngang qua phong Rick, von dinh
goi cdu ta cung di n com, nhin qua cira s6 thdy cau ta dang ngdi yén ¢
trudce ban.

Sean gb g0 vao canh cua s6, Rick phuc hoi tinh than, "Hi, Sean."

"Khong di dn com sao? Theo 1y sau khi ké ra nhitng ¥ tuong dién cudng,
cau han 13 phai thay thoai mai. sao toi lai c6 cam gidc cdu cang ngay cang
khong 6n?" Trong long Sean tuy tham néi voi minh khong nén di can thiép
chuyén riéng cua Rick, nhung anh lai khong lam dugc. Bai vi ¢6 rat nhiéu
luc, chi la mdt gidy lo dang, anh s€ méat di mot chién hitu, dia diém rat co
thé khong phai & trén chién truong.

Rick cudi cuoi.

"C6 thé noi1 voi to1 khong?" Sean tya vao ctra s0, "Tuy to1 khong phai 1a
bac sitam 1y, nhung ....... to1 la nguoi cung cau ké vai chién dau."

Rick van ngodi & bén canh ban, liém liém moi, "Khi tdi vira t§i noi nay
....... C6 mot k¥ thuat binh bang tuoi t61, lic do con co6 rat nhi€éu nguoi tré
tuo1 giong to1, cho minh la dén day dé gitr gin hoa binh thé gion."

"A a...." Sean cui dau, cuo1 kho mot chut.

"Chung t61 di trén duong 16n ciia Baghdad, mét c6 gai lam roi tha gi do
xuong dudng, ngudi k¥ thuat binh kia nhat 1én, mudn tra veé."

"Po6 1a mdt qua bom."
Rick tram mac gat dau, "Sau do moi ngay to1 déu ndm mo, mo thay to1

la ngudi cam qua bom kia dudi theo sau lung c6 gai ay, sau do....... NoO

"

Sean dua tay voi qua ctra s6, ddu ngon tay cham dén gy Rick.
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Bdng nhién trong lic d6, Rick xoay nguoi bit 1ay ngon tay Sean, Sean
nghi dén ciu ta can an Gi cho nén khong né tranh.

Rick di qua cai ban, cuing Sean chi cach may chan song.

"Sean, khi ndo thi t6i mai c6 thé chét?"

"Pugc roi, Rick." Sean ning dau day, "Khi di vao EOD t6i thuong
xuyeén nadm mo, mo minh 13 mot k¥ thuat binh, deo bd dam dudi theo mot
thiéu nién cam di dong. Sau do toi bop co, ban v dién thoai clia cau ta, ciru

dugc nhung roi tur dau do ¢c6 mot vién dan bay dén, ban thung c6 to1."

"Sean?" Rick nhiu nhiu may, "Anh dang tuong tuong minh thanh toi
sao?"

Dung vay, hién tai Rick 1a k¥ thuat binh, dam duong vi tri trude day
Vincent ting lam.

"Khong phai, to1 chi s¢ hai canh tugng kia bién thanh sy that." Sean
nam ban tay lai, khé dung vao nguc Rick, "Di an com di. T6i cam doan ltc
an com hai chiing ta déu 1a ngudi séng."

Gid phut nay, Tién si Grey dang ngdi trudc ban cong tac ciia minh, quay
but may.

Ap khi c6 chut thap, lién ngay ca ban than bac si déu theo ban ning ma
rung minh.

Trude mat ong ta la Hawkins.
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Tién s7 Grey nghiéng mat, mat nhin vao hai mat y. Ma Hawkins lai hoi
nang cam, anh mat bay ra mdt loai khong sao c4, hai nguoi quy di ma doi
dién nhau.

"Thiéu Gy Hawkins, t6i biét mdi 1an anh dén day, cai gi ciing sé khong
noi, co diéu........ " Tién si Grey cam to gidy trong khong trén bang ghi chép
hudng vé phia y, "T6i phai dién mot it gi d6 1én day, cho nén toi xin anh,
n6i mot chut gi di, du 1a cai gi déu duoc."

"Vi du nhu noi céi gi?" Trong gian phong chi c6 hai nguoi, thanh am
ctia Hawkins dan dan lanh xuéng, ty 1€ thuan vai nhiét do ctia Baghdad lac
hoang hon.

Tién si Grey nham mat lai thd dai, dung ngoén tay xinh dep ctia minh day
day huyét thai duong. Ong ta dam dénh cugc, tat ca binh linh My ¢ day déu
trai qua su tra tan vé mat tinh than ma ngudi binh thuong kho co thé vuot
qua ndi, nhung c6 mot ngudi tuyét déi khong, thi phai 1a Howard Hawkins.
Nguoi nay ludn lanh ling than nhién, 6ng ta khong nhin thdy mot chit xao
dong nao trong mit y, y cling khong chan ghét xa hoi ndy, tuy rang phan 16n
linh M¥ di vao noi ndy mot thoi gian déu bat dau chan doi. Poi voi chuyén
giét nguoi cung bi ngudi giét y ciing khong c¢6 cam tuong gi, trong khi dai
da so linh My déu s¢ minh khong thé séng roi di, hodc 13 & trong dau khong
ngimg nhd dén lic minh nd sing giét nguoi hodc lac ddng doi ciia minh
chét di... TAt ca nhitng tht nay, Hawkins déu khéng co.

Tién si Grey ting diéu tra thanh tich pha bom cta y, mbi mot qua bom
déu duogc thao dd thanh cong hodc kip nd thich dang, ban ghi chép la thuc

hoan my. Cho nén, y khién cho Tién si Grey vo cung to mo.

Howard Hawkins 1a mdt ké dién cuong, cling 1a mot cai dam lay im
lang.
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"Néu toi noi, ong c6 thé cam doan trude ky danh gia tam 1y cudi thang
s& khong lai goi t6i dén cai van phong chét tiét nay nira?" Ngon tay
Hawkins g g 1én tay vin ghé, miéng khé nhéch 1én twa tiéu phi tiéu, Tién
si Grey bdng nhién cam thay doi phuong c6 thé trong nhay mat rinh xem
dugc ndi tam cua Ong ta.

"T6t, nhung t6i hy vong anh noi that." Tién si Grey lai gio gio cai bang
trong rong kia 1én.

Hawkins ngtra dau vé phia sau, Tién si Grey chi c6 thé nhin thay miii,
cam cung yét hau cuay.

"Nhiém vu gén nhét cua t6i dién ra dém qua, mdt tay linh My ngu ngéc
bi phan quan tr6éi vao bom ném vao toilet quan bar. T61 vura di vao, tén ngu
ngbdc kia 1ién huéng t6i ho to mudn t6i ciru han, to6i nhin vé mit ctia hin lién
mét himg tha thao bom. Ngay khi to1 mudn roi khoi, tén kia tim léy to1, luc
tay rat 16n. Cho nén t6i chi danh phai chém cho hian mét quyén vao sau gy,
khién hén bat tinh di!"

"Sau do?"

"Sau do6 t61 phat hién dé 1a mot qua bom hen gio, bén trén c6 mot déng
hd dién tir, thoi gian biéu hién con co 6 phat 27 gidy. Cai vong bom kia ¢o
cach cdu tao rat tha vi, cho nén t6i quyét dinh d& bo no, bat qua trudc hét
phai giai quyét may cai khoa kim loai trén ngudi han, cho nén t6i tam rdi
khoi quan bar 1am cho bon ho tim cai kim dén rdi noi sau."

"Anh khang dinh qua bom kia s& khong nd manh trudc lac anh tim dugc
kim?"

"Qua bom kia duong nhién c6 thé né manh bat cur luc nao, bdi vi nguoi

sap dit qua bom nhat dinh & bén ngoai quan bar theo ddi, néu tinh hudng
khong 6n han sé& kip n6 bom trudc khi hét gid."
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"Nhu vy anh con quyét dinh di d& bo n6? Thiéu Gy Hawkins......" Tién
s Grey khoanh tay trudc nguc, danh gia Hawkins, dang tiéc y van ngira dau
vé phia sau, khong thé thay dugc anh mat y, "Anh khong so hdi minh s&
chét sao?"
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Chwong 8

"Trén thuc té, toi cling mudn thir mot chit xem 1an nay toi co chét duge
hay khong." Trong giong n6i cua Hawkins mang theo y cudi nhu ¢6 nhu
khong, "Cai ga tin binh vira méi tién vao tiéu to cta t6i khoe khoang rang
han mudn tro thanh ngudi bao vé phia sau lung cia t6i, cho nén toi cho hin
co hoi di ching minh."

"Cai ga tan binh...?" Tién si Grey budn cuoi, vi sao Hawkins khong noi
r0 tén cua “cai ga tan binh” kia la gi?

"Pay 1a mot canh bac cung luc co thé dat cugc hai tha. Toi ca cugc xem
lidu toi c6 thé g& bé qua bom trude khi ké khéng ché bom & bén ngoai kich
nd né hay khong, va cling ca xem cai gi tan binh kia c6 thé tim duoc ké
khéng ché bom trude khi qua bom phat n6 hay khong."

"Hawkins, anh 1ay tinh mang di thi nghiém xem “ga tan binh” kia c6 thé
thuc hi¢én dugc hira hen cia minh hay khong sao?"

"Khi dong ho hen gid ctia qua bom dung lai ¢ gidy thir 26 ctia phut thi
2, t6i mang n6 di ra, gi tan binh kia qua thyc di tim duoc phan tir phan
loan. Khi t6i dwa vao chinh minh g& duoc bom, t6i rat dac y. Thé nhung khi
cai ga kia ném chiéc dién thoai di dong cua tay phan loan dén trude mat toi,
t6i nhin thay dong chir ‘Gui tin nhan/ Yes - No’ trén man hinh."

"Cho nén néu khong co cai ‘ga tan binh’ kia, ky that anh da bj bom nd
chét. Tuy rang anh con song, nhung anh van dé tdm dén chuyén cai ‘ga tan

binh’ kia da thang anh trong van cugc nay?"

"Khong, chuyén nay ndi nén rang so vo1 nhitng doi vién trude day co
gia tri st dung, ma téi cang c6 thé mac sic hudng thu khoai cam khi pha
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bom." Hawkins ning cai gay 1én khoi lung ghé dwa, nhin thang vé phia Tién
si Grey.

Y dtng 1én, day ghé dua ra, di vé phia ctra.

Tién si Grey goi y lai, "Anh c6 muon biét danh gid cua t61 v€ anh
khong?"

"Dién cudng, lanh lung, 1ay minh lam trung tam, khong am hiéu giao
ti€p, ké dan dau vo trach nhi€m, trir cai dé ra con c¢6 thém cai gi?" Hawkins
nhin vé phia 6ng ta.

"Cai anh can khong phai 1d mot nguoi co thé gitip anh duoc mic stc
huong thu khodi cam dua gion véi tir than, ma 1a mot ngudi biét gitr chat
lay anh khi anh muén nhay xudng vuc tham."

"Khong ai c6 thé gilr chat t61, bac si." Hawkins nd nu cuoi, khoe miéng
nhéch 1én lanh [€o tan khoc. Cira dong lai, Tién si Grey khé nhudng may.

"Ai nha, quén hoi anh ta ‘gd tin binh’ kia 13 ai." Tién si Grey tuy tay lat
lat chéng tu liéu, théy tén Sean, cuo1 khé mot tiéng.

Ngay hom sau, mii cho dén giita trua, khi Rick dang cing Sean ngdi o
ctra phong udng bia an vit, méi thdy Hawkins tir xa xa di t6i.

Sean khong khoéi lai mot lan nita thira nhan than thé cua Hawkins cin
xtrng ma tao nha, quan phuc chi cang tang thém da tinh cung vé cuong dai
cho y. Khi bon ho cé thé thay 1 y, Rick kéu 1én, "Nga, con tudng rang ngiy
hém nay c6 thé binh an troi qua, vi cai gi lai ¢6 nhiém vu?"

"Béi1 vi mon an ma phan tr phan loan yéu nhat chinh 1a bom." Sean nhét
not mau banh mi vao miéng, chay cham vé phia Hawkins.
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Ba nguodi nhanh chong ngdi vao chiéc Hummer quan dung, Hawkins
van ngoi ¢ bang sau, Rick phu trach sing may gan trén noc xe, va Sean phu
trach lai xe.

Xe chay & trén ngd tu duong chen chic, cho du trén bién sd xe ¢ dung
ca chit A Rap, Puc va Anh viét 16 rang: "Téi gan trong vong mot trim mét
lién nd stng" , nhung 14 trén thyuc té trudc sau ngudi cach xe con khong dén
nura mét!

Rick cuo1 cuoi, "Néu hién tai bat ct chiéc xe nao xung quanh c6 chura
bom, chung ta lién déu 1én thién duong ."

Hawkins chac chan sé khong noéi gi, chi c6 Sean ti€p 101, "Lay toc do
cua chung ta bay gio, no1 khong chung doi dén khi tim dén noi, bom da
muon nod, ching ta lién bot viée "

Xe that vat va chay dén nga tu dudng, luc ndy mot chiéc xe mau vang tir
phia bén phai vong lai day, nham thang vé phia chiéc Hummer. Theo ban
nang Sean an chit tay i, rat ra sing luc bén hong, "Dimng lai! Lap ttc!"

O trén noc xe khéng ché sung may Rick ciing hét 16n: "Dung lai! Néu
khong toi ban!"

Lai xe giong nhu cai gi cling khong nghe thay, van vot td1 chi con cach
dau chiéc Hummer ba mét.

Trong nhdy mat Sean dua tay sing vuon ra ngoai ctra s0, mot vién dan
danh tring kinh chi€u hau bén trai cua chiéc xe, ma xe cling dung luc ngung
lai.

Trén dinh dau Rick ciing quat, "Lui ra phia sau! T6i néi anh lui ra phia

'H

sau, khong nghe thiy sao
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Sean can than quan sat vé mat cua lai xe, xung quanh vang lén ti€éng coi
0 t6 thuc giuc.

Lai xe lui xe v€ phia sau may mét, thang dén khi dung vao chiéc xe phia
sau ma1 ngurng lai duoc.

Bébn phia mot manh tranh cai am 1, nguoi Iraq tua ho d6i véi viée linh
M§ tham gia “dong gép” vao lam ach tic tuyén dudong von khong lay gi 1am
thong thoang ctia Bangdad ma bat man.

Nghe thiy ctra xe mo ra, Sean quay dau lai, thdy Hawkins xudng xe,
trong tay con cam mdt khau sung luc nong 15 vién.

Y mubn 1am gi?

Chi thay y dua tay 1én khong trung, lién tiép ban ra nim, sau phat, trong
nhay mat khi tit ca moi ngudi nhin vao han, thé giéi bién thanh im ling vo
cuing, trir bo tiéng vong ctia khau stng.

Sau d6, y dung giong A Rép cuc ky lanh ling ma luwu loat 16n tiéng noi:
"Giit im lang hodc 1a di gdp Pang t6i cao clia cac nguoi!"

Sean d¢ 1én tran minh, hanh vi ctia Hawkins khong thé nghi ngo 1 vo
cung du khiéu khich, néu trong s6 nhitng ngudi ndy that sy c6 mot bom
cué)ng, bon ho nhat dinh phai chét hét! Chi can c6 mot phﬁn tor phan loan
mang theo stng, bon ho ciing chét dinh r6i! Néu c6 mot ngudi dan Iraq nao
cling giéng ho, bi vay trong ap luc trudng ky va quyét dinh khong can tiép
tuc nhan nai, bon ho ciing c6 c6 thé chét chéc rdi!

May man 13, tit ca nhitng chuyén nay déu khong phat sinh.

Hawkins giat sung trd lai bén hong, liing thitng di toi trude mili xe.
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Tat ca xe déu ngung dong co, tua ho ca thé gidi bdi vi y ma ngung lai.

Cura chiéc xe 0 t6 mau vang md ra, mot ngudi dan ban xu dat hai tay &
sau dau, vé mat cuc ky so hai, miéng ham ham ho ho néi nhirng 161 Sean
nghe khong hiéu.

Hawkins muon di dén, Sean xuong xe tam lay y, "Pung dén do!"

"Ly do?"

"Nhin banh sau xe han, ap lyc phai chiu nang hon so vdi 16p xe binh
thuong nhiéu lam, trong xe han nhat dinh co6 cai gi!"

Hawkins nghiéng dau vé phia sau nhin Sean, "DPung vay, vira r61 han no1
c6 nguoi bat cdc con han, budc han phai danh xe dén ngan trd chung ta."

"Cho nén trén xe kia c6 bom?" Tréi tim Sean cing thang, khoang cach
that sy qué gan, néu bom thuc su phat nd, noi nay déu 1a xe, ban kinh hai

trdm mét chi sg s€ bi tac bay!

"C6 18." Hawkins day ban tay cta Sean ra, "Cho nén hién tai toi di thim
do."

"Hey, hey! Anh ban, mudn chay di dau!" Trén néc xe Hummer, Rick
kéu to, Hawkins nhin lai, chi théy 14i xe hét hoang chay xa .

Sean mang tham mot cau Khén kiép, ngang dau nhin Rick noi, "Mang
theo stung ctia cau di, 1én ting thudng cia tda nha kia dé phong!"

"Vi sao muodn t61 di xa nhu vay?" Rick ro1 khoi dinh xe, Om sting di ra.
"Boi vi to1 khong muodn ti€éu doi cua chung ta dén cudi cung chiu canh

‘toan quan bi di¢t’!" Sean ghim sing, tam mat ddo qua xung quanh chiéc
xe, cung voi ban cong cua nhitng ngoi nha ¢ hai bén nga tu duong dang
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chat nich nguoi vay xem. Co6 1€ theo mot goc d§ nao dé ma noi, ngudi My
han l1a nén ham md nhitng ngudi nay, bdi vi khong cd nguoi My nao dung
mot thai do “tich cuc” nhu vay di xem linh My g& bom.

Hawkins di téi phia sau thing xe, y cling khong voi va mé no ra, ma lay
ra mQt vat cung dai nho gi do, doc theo khe hé cham rai tim mdt vong, thu
xem canh cira cting thing xe c6 gan day dan n6 hay khong.

Xac nhan xong, Hawkins m&i mé ctra thung xe ra.

Sean ghim sung, than thé thong tha quay tron, mot vai lai xe da di ra
khoi xe, phia bén phai duong xe chay c6 mot chiéc ¢6 lach minh di, r6i dén
chiéc thir hai, chiéc thir ba... giao thong lai bit dau luu dong, duong nhu da
khong ai dé y dén chiéc xe dimg ¢ giira nga tu nay chira céi gi, tham chi ¢o
thé 1a bom.

"Hawkins, trong xe chira cai gi?" Sean thim khan ciu Thuong Dé, dang
tiéc noi nay cach Thién duong that su rat xa.

"Bom." Hawkins tra 101 thuc ngan gon, y di vé phia chiéc Hummer,
chuan bi lay cong cu.

"C6 thé kip nd khong?"
Hawkins hudng vé phia Sean nd nu cudi, nhung trong anh mat y khong
c6 bat cir cam xtc gi, y dung cam y bao anh dén gan thing xe, "Cau cam

thay c6 thé kip nd khong?"

"Ching ta dén noi an toan trudc, cho quan doanh phai nguoil dén ‘rira
sach’ hién truong ro1 g& bom khong dugc sao?"

"Néu chd bom nay phat nd, noi ddy s& trd thanh phim Hollywood."
Nhirng 101 nay nghe khong ra Hawkins dang n61 that hay 1a dang noi1 gion.
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"Anh lai khéng mic trang phuc phong ho?" Hong siing cua Sean chi vé
phia mot nguoi dan ong trung nién dang nhin vé phia ho qua cira kinh phia
bén kia duong.

Tir trong bo dam chi nghe thdy Hawkins kh& hir mot tiéng, Sean hiéu
duoc ¥ tir cia y, néu bom phét nd, cho di mic trang phuc phong ho ho ciing

kho c6 thé thoat khoi vong tay am ap ctia Thuong Dé.

Nhung khong biét vi sao, trai tim Sean bong trim xu6ng, cho du mdi lan
gap nhiém vu than kinh anh déu thuc khan truong.

"Rick, co6 phat hién ké kha nghi hay khong?"
"Khong." Rick dimg mét chut, "Sean, anh dang thuc cing thang?"

"Sao lai nd1 vay?" Sean cung Rick noi chuyén, nhung tdm mat van
khong c6 roi1 di gian ctra hang phia bén kia duong.

"H6 hip ctia anh rat ning, lan trude khi anh ¢ sau quan bar bat duoc ké
phan loan ciing cing thang nhu vy sao?"

"Khong, bdi vi 1an d6 t6i biét bon ho & ngay quanh day." Nhung luc nay
anh khong biét bon ho c6 dy hay khong, hoic 14 bon ho an nap & dau.

Trong Ong nghe truyén dén thanh am 16i kéo gi d6, han 1a Hawkins dang
kiém tra bom.

"Lai ddy nhin xem, Trung si Elvis." Thanh am cua Hawkins truyén dén
qua bo dam, Sean c6 chut kinh ngac, anh nghi dén kiép sau anh ciing khong

c6 co hdi cung Hawkins tro chuyén qua bd dam.

"Thuc xin 161, nhiém vu cua t6i la d€ phong an toan cho anh."
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"Néu ké phan loan & gin day, chi cin nd mot phat sting vao thung xe, di
vat ctia chung ta s& dugc dat ¢ trong ruong van vé My, cong thém mot 14
quéc ky." Ngir diéu cua Hawkins thuc vitng vang, binh tinh dén ndi 1am cho
day than kinh cta nguoi ta déu phat dau.

Sean biét anh han 14 phai tudn thi nghiém ngit cuong vi, "Mot khi da
nhu vay, hién tai chung ta lién rat lui."

"T6i dém dén ba, néu ciu khong lai day, t6i 1ap tic kip no."

Sean can rang, trong dng nghe truyén dén thanh am cia Rick, "Lam theo
161 anh ta di, béng khong anh ta sé kip nd bom that sy!"
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Chwong 9

"Fuck!" Sean dem sung deo 1én trén lung, di v€é phia Hawkins, "Tot nhat
anh nén c6 mdt cai Iy do hoan m¥, néu khong t61 s€ ban vo dau ctia anh mac
ké anh 1a doi trudng hay chuyén gia pha bom stng sé c¢& nao!"

Hawkins chi cam hai tay trong tai quan, cti dau nhin chim chd vao
trong thung xe, khi Sean nhin thdy bom tran didy mot thung xe, anh ngiy
ngén ca nguoi. Sau do anh tim chat léy Hawkins, "Chung ta 13p tuc ro1 di!
Ngay hién tai!"

Hawkins lai cAm léy cd tay anh, luc dao kinh ngudi, "Khong, chung ta
phai d& bé may tha nay."

Sean hat tay Hawkins ra, trong xe diy day dic nhitng cai hop thiéc,
xung quanh quan vo sb diy dan, khong can nghi cling biét day 1a bom dién
tur, hon nira uy lyc kinh nguoi.

"Thiéu uy Hawkins, t61 mdc ké anh suy nghi cai gi, anh 1a d0i trudng
cua ching t61, nhiém vu cua anh khong chi la pha bom, n6 con la dua ra
quyét dinh chinh xac dé t61 cung Rick con song trd lai quan doanh!" Sean

thé, anh rat muon hung hang nén cho Hawkins mat tran.

Anh mat sac bén cua doi phuong nhin thang lai anh, "Hién tai cau rat
muon danh t61."

"Plng vay!"

"Hey hey! Cac anh em! Pung bat dau ndi chién!" Giong Rick truyén
dén qua bo dam.
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Hawkins 1am nhu khong nghe thay gi ca, "Cau rat muén lap tirc roi xa
khoi t61, dirng ¢ mot noi an toan xem to1 bi bom tac bay Ién troi."

"Pung vay!" Sean can ring, anh khong rd cai gi mit mii khong chut
biéu tinh ndy vi sao c6 thé doan trang ¥ nghi ctia minh, dwong nhién y
tudng cta anh ¢ trong tinh hudéng nay qua that ciing khong kho doan tring.

"Cau dang nghi vi sao t6i lai biét cdu nghi gi." Hawkins nghiéng
nghiéng dau, nira khudn mat bi bong rAm ciia xe che khuat, t6i tim twa ho
c6 thir gi d6 sap phé tan u 4&m ma nhay ra.

“Tai1 sao?"

"Bai vi t6i timg tham gia khoa huan luyén phan doan tam 1y qua nét mat
ctia CIA, suy nghi ctia cau hét thay déu viét trén mat cta cau."

Sean hit mot hoi.

"Hién tai cau tinh tdo lai, quyét dinh cing t6i cung nhau d& bé ching
nd." (Ta cam thay ta ciing mudn hung hiang dap Hawkins mot tran!=.=)

"Pung vay." Sean qua thuc phan nd, loai phan no nay khong ngimg siu
sac theo thoi gian anh & chung d6i voi Hawkins. Nhung anh hiéu rat 1, néu
anh khong thé 4p ché loai phin nd nay, anh sé& phai tra gia bang tinh mang
cia minh. Anh hiéu rat rd, anh khong thé thay d6i Hawkins, diéu duy nhat
anh ¢ thé lam chinh 13 phuc ting cai ké dién kia. Nhu thé nhan ménh, Sean
thd dai mot hoi, cling ngd dau vao, ngén tay thuan thuc cing can than lan
tim phuong hudng tiép ndi cta cac day dan, sau d6 16i ra mot soi kha mong
manh, ndi, "T6i doan day 1a day kip n6 chinh, ching ta can tim trang bi kip

9
AN

no.

Hawkins ding mdgt bén, lic nay Sean mdi phat giac thr y nhin khong
phai bom trong xe, ma la khudén mat nghiéng cua anh.
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"C6 van dé gi khong, Thiéu uy Hawkins?" Sean khong thich anh mat vy,
thir anh mat khong thém che gidu khi phach xam lugc, nhu thé y dang thu
tham do xem gi61 han cua anh ¢ noi nao, anh ¢é bao nhi€u nang luc, tham
chi Sean con cam théy dugc Hawkins dang tra tan anh, nhin xem khi nao thi
anh méi co6 thé hong mat.

"Nhu vy dan duong trang bi co thé & dau?" Hawkins van gilt nguyén
bd dang khong hé co tinh toan dong thu.

Sean di dén trudc mat y, tho bao 161 kéo cai tai cia y, tinh toan lay
xudng toan bo cong cu.

Boi1 vi dong tdc manh bao, gdo ma Sean co qua chop miii Hawkins, nhay
mat 4y ca hai nguoi déu c¢6 cam giac thuc vi diéu, giong nhu hé hap déu
ngung két lai. Bong nhién vao lic d6 ban tay dbi phuong dé 1én that lung
anh, Sean mat kién nhan, "Anh lai 1am sao vay, Thiéu uy Hawkins!"

"Cau chua coi khuy ti." Hawkins nhin Sean dang dan mat di kién nhn,
khong nhanh khong cham noi.

"Fuck!" Sean m¢ khuy ti, dem cong cu lay xuong, sau d6 ng6é dau vao
trong buong lai cua xe, trong choc lat xoay nguoi dung sicc mé cura xe, chui
Vao.

"Lam sao viy? Sean?" Thanh am cta Rick truyén dén.

"Roi khoi vi tri ctia chung toi cang xa cang t6t! Luc bi bom tac bay 1én
troi toi khong mudn kéo cau theo cing." Sean canh cao Rick tiép tuc doi ¢
noi an toan.

Sean c6 thé cam thay Hawkins di tdi canh cira, nhin anh. Sean lay dao

gam, roat mot tiéng cat tung tat ca ghé ngdi, thd bao xé md 16p da boc
ngoai, 161 ddm dém bong bén trong ra, dang tiéc cai gi déu khong co.
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"Damn it! Khong & noi1 nay!" Sean tir sau xe toa di di ra, Ngay sau do
khong luu tinh chat nao dia rét ra tién xe toa, loang xodng dia ngdi vao di
giong nhu ude gi xuc dong bom hio dua bon ho hai cai cung nhau tac 1én
troi.

"Sean? Anh 1am sao vay?" Tiéng Rick lai truyén dén.

"Cam miéng!" Sean lay cong cu, dem tay lai g& xubng, bén trong van
khong co day dan.

"Sean, cau dd mat tinh tdao." Hawkins di dén, ngén tay go g0 1én cura
kinh xe,.

Giéng nhu Sean méi 1a dua tré ¢ tinh gay su, ma Hawkins nguoc lai
tré thanh nguoi tinh tdo nhat.

"Tinh tdo! Anh con dam ¢ day ban luan chuyén tinh tdo véi toi! Chang
phai anh mudn t6i cuing chét véi anh hay sao? Vi cai cam gidc hung phin
chét tiét ciia anh!" Sean rit gdo, tiéng rén ri cia Rick truyén dén qua 6ng
nghe, dudng nhu 15 tai cdu ta sip diéc, may ma Hawkins da sém kéo 6ng
nghe xudng khoi tai minh.

"A? La loai cam giac hung phan nao?" Hawkins hoi hoi ngdng mit 1én,
anh mat nhin thang vé phia Sean, khoée moi khé cong 1én lai lam cho ngudi
ta lién tudng dén mot loat tir ngir ti€u cuc, vi du nhu khinh miét, ngao man,
trao phing, lanh lung......

Sean di ra khoi xe, lodng xoang dong lai canh cira, ca chiéc xe phat ra
tiéng rung, "Anh thich cam nhan khodi cam vé tan dugc dén gan tir than,
nhung t6i khong thich! Anh c6 thé khong deo day an toan ma nhay xudng
tir san thuong building! V6 luan nhu thé nao ciing duoc... chi can khong
lién luy dén nguoi khac!"
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"Cau dang ndi dién, Sean." Thanh 4m cta Hawkins thuc binh tinh, thé
gid1 dang dao nguoc lai, day la Hawkins dang bao dung Sean, ma khong
phai 13 Sean budc chit than kinh dén chiu Hawkins.

"Pung, to1 dién roi, boi vi doi trudng cua toi cling 1a mot thﬁng dién!"
RA4t xa, Rick roi khoi mai nha, chay vé phia bon ho.

Hawkins mang émg nghe Ién tai, lanh lung noi1, "Rick, trd lai vi tri."

Rick ngan nguoi, nhung cdu ta thuc nghe 161 Hawkins, cuoi cung van
ghim sung chay vé cho cii.

Sean nhic tay de léy hai mét, khi lai m& ra, Hawkins thé nhung dang
dung hai tay nang mit anh 1én, ldy mot loai khi luc kho c6 thé khang bat
budc Sean nhin vao trong mit y.

"Tinh t4o lai, Trung si Sean Elvis." Anh mat Hawkins thue binh tinh, co
mot loai lam cho nguoi ta sa vao trong do, vo luan c6 bao nhi€u lra gian
cuing oan han, twa ho tién nhap vao trong mat y lién bién mat vo tung .

Tim dap khoi phuc tiét tau, Sean diéu chinh h6 hap cia minh.

"To1 thuc chan ghét anh!"

"Toi biét, Trung si Elvis. Khi anh dén trudc mit t6i bao danh, diéu do
cling da biéu hién ra ngoai." Mat Hawkins cach Sean rat gén, gén dén ndi
ho hap ctia y cung hoi thd ciia Sean cir nhu vay giao trién cting mot chd.

"T6i khong nghi béi vi ngudi nhu anh ma bién thanh ké dién."

"Trén thuc té than 1a mot bd doi dic chung tu nguyén thinh diéu dén

EOD, Trung si Elvis, anh da cach ké dién khong xa." Lan dau tién Hawkins
noi voi Sean mot cau dai nhu vay.
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"Buong."

"T6i ¢6 thé, Sean." Hawkins nghiéng mit, chép mili y cing Sean hinh
thanh mot géc do nhét dinh, mot gidy do Sean c6 mdt loai 4o gidc minh s€
bi y hon, "Téi s& khong di g& nhimg qua bom t6i khéng nam chic."

Sean hit mot hoi, hit ban tay Hawkins Xuéng, "Tiép theo anh dinh lam
nhu thé nao." Han dem thi cong cu dap tra lai cho Hawkins.

"Cau cam thay kip nd c6 thé dan dén dau. Pong co?" Hawkins héi,
thanh am cua y ciing nhac, tdm tinh ctia Sean theo ngit di€u cua y chuyén
dan binh tinh, giong nhu mdt cuc da nho vua roi vao trong ho nudc, khe

vang 1én mot tiéng roi tu tur chim nghim.

"Khong c6 kha nang, néu noi véi dong co, ga kia khi 1ai xe da bi tac
chet."

"Can gat nudc?"

Sean thtr dem can gat nudc 161 ra, nhung van khong c6 tim dugc sgi day
dan, "Khong phai can gat nudc."

"0 CD.”

Sean né nu cuoi, tya hd nghe thay chuyén gi vé van, "Trén xe khong 6
CD."

Anh ngang dau, phat hién Hawkins dang nhin minh, cai loai anh mat
nay rat dic thu, chi khi y g& bom anh méi gap anh mét y nhu vay, theo ban

nang, Sean nhay mat tat di nu cuoi.

"Vi sao khong cudi. Cau cudi 1én rat tot xem." Loi khich 18 tir miéng
Hawkins thét ra nhu thé ndo déu lam cho ngudi ta khong thich tmg duoc.
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"Nguoi anh em, ching ta g& bom." Sean hit mot hoi, tya ho lai nghi to1

"

cai gi, "Bon ho co thé nghe dai radio........
Vi thé anh cam léy cong cu, that can than mé bo phan radio ra.
"Cham mot chut, Sean." Hawkins dua cura xe nhe giong noi.

Mo héi theo tran Sean chay xubng, ban tay Hawkins tién vio, ngon tay
xet qua nhitng giot mo hoi ay.

"Tim duogc r6i!" Sean theo mot déng duong day 161 ra mot cai thiét bi
kip no, "P6i anh t&i!"

Hawkins tiép nhan cong cu, ngdi xudng. Sean dimg & bén canh xe, ding
mil quat mat, trai tim anh lic nay nha thuc manh, gibéng nhu phai nhay vot
ra khoi 16ng nguec.

Thang dén khi Hawkins nam kip n6 di ra, Sean cam thay hom nay dién
cudng dén budn cuoi.

"It’s done." Ngit khi ctia Hawkins tua hd muén néi Sean khong du binh
tinh, hét thay déu chi 1a mét bira an sang ma thoi.

Bom dugc g& bd thanh cong, Rick bao vé téng bo, s& ¢b tiéu doi phu
trach lai diy dem bom vén chuyén dén ving ngoai 6 xt ly. Ma nhiém vu
trude do cua bon ho cling da duoc giao cho mot tiéu d6i khac, bon ho co thé
tryc tiép lai xe quay vé quan doanh.

Trong xe thuc im lang, Rick 1ai xe, Sean ngdi ¢ phé 1ai khong noi 10i
nao, khong khi ning né dén 1am cho ngudi ta khé chiu.

"Hey, chling ta lai song qua ntra ngay, c6 1€ budi chi€u cling s€ khong c6
nhiém vu ."
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"An." Sean nhdm mat lai, nhe nhang lén tiéng.

Rick con néi gi do nira, sau d6 ty minh cudi, phat hién khong ai dap lai,
cau ta cling chi danh an tinh lai.

Tré lai quan doanh, Sean m¢é cura xe budc ra ngoai.
"Sean! Anh quay vé ky tic x4 sao?"

"Khong

To1 di gap bac si tam Iy!"

Nhung trén thyc té, Sean di dén trudce cira phong Tién si Grey, hit mot
hoi, cudi cling van quyét dinh tré lai phong minh, theo ngin kéo lay ra gidy
but, bat dau viét bao céo.

Viét duoc miy hang, anh lai vo gidy thanh mot cuc, ném xudng dat.
Khong lau sau, lai tiép tuc viét, udc chung dugc hon mot ngan chira, anh
budng bit, thé hit ra mot hoi.

Dung vy, anh dén EOD 14 tu nguyén, nhung diéu nay ciing khong dong
nghia v6i viée anh mudn chét.

Cam to gidy kia, Sean mo cira, khong ngd nhin thdy Hawkins dua vao
tuong, tua hd chd anh di 14u .

Sean cling khong mudn nobi chuyén véi1 y, lam nhu khong phat hién,
dang mudn di qua, d6i phuwong vuon tay mudn bat 1ay anh. Sean von da
nghen day mot bung tirc gian, luc nay mot tay nim lay co tay Hawkins, mot
tay kia ap 1én bo vai y, nhung anh van lan khong ngd, than thu cia Hawkins
tuyét d6i khong dudi Andrew, phan tng nhanh chéng, dong tac tan nhan.

Y gp lung, tranh thoat Sean tdp kich, tay kia thi nim cung liy dong
mach c6 tay Sean, budc anh budng tay, sau d6 manh mé& ché ngu ba vai
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Sean, de¢ anh lai trén tuong.

"Sean." Hawkins goi tén anh, dam bac nhung do am d3 tang lén.

Khi con ¢ d6i dic cong, Sean ciing trai qua khong it that bai, cho nén
d6i v6i viec minh khong phai 1a ddi thu cia Hawkins ciing khong phai thuc
tirc gian, "Anh han nén goi toi 1a Trung si Elvis, giéng trudc day."

"Sean." Hawkins d¢ thap giong néi, tya ho cho Sean biét y quyét dinh
chi goi tén ctia anh ma khong phai ho, "Cau mubn giri bao cao xin thuyén

chuyén khoi tiéu doi cua t61 phai khong?"

"Chang phai anh c6 thé nhan ra moi ¥ nghi cua tdi tir trén mit hay sao?"
Sean khong e d¢, nhin thang vao hai mat Hawkins.

"T61 co thé tra 101 ciu, khong - thé - nao!"
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Chuwong 10

"Cai gi khong thé nao?" Sean gidy dua, nghiéng nguodi da vé phia
Hawkins, d6i phuong thé nhung budng long vai anh, mot tay 6m ldy chan
anh, dua anh ding 1én, tu thé ndy tya nhu nam dién vién om ldy nit dién
vién trong phim tinh cam, chi con kém anh ngang dau 1én do6n hon.

Piéu nay lam cho Sean cang thém ut gian, anh biét néu minh tinh tio
lai, Hawkins khong c6 kha nang dé& dang khong ché duoc anh nhu thé.

"Bé1 vi t61 muon c6 cau."

"Y cua anh 13 cho du toi c6 giri don dé nghi cho thu trudng cii cua toi &
don vi dic nhiém ciing khong thé dugc triéu hoi?" Sean cam thay dugc
hanh dong ltc nay cua Hawkins ching nhimg qua tu phu ma con thuc kho
hiéu. Hom nay anh da thé hién su chéng dbi ménh 1énh cua Hawkins, theo
dao 1y Hawkins han phai “quét rac” anh ra khoi tiéu doi.

"Vinh vién khong thé nao." Khoe miéng cia Hawkins c6 mot chut tuoi
cudi, khong phai lanh nhu bang nhung ngudi khac tuyét dbi kho c6 thé phat
hién.

Sean cudi lanh, tir tir nang tay tiép tuc danh 1én mat Hawkins, y khong
tranh, nhung rét cuc budng 10ng tay ra.

"Trir khi t6i chét, dang khong?" Léy lai duoc tu do, Sean vo1 vao tai 4o
lay ra 14 thu xin thuyén chuyén, ban tay nim chit cang.

"Khong, 1a trir khi toi chét." Hawkins khong dém xia gi dén go ma bi

dam trang ctia minh, "Cau c6 thé thir d€ trinh n6 1én cap trén, vo luan cau
vi€t bao nhi€u don, cau s€ van phai ¢ lai ti€éu do1 cua toi!"
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Sean nhin theo bong Hawkins roi di, bong nhién co chut do khoc dé
cuol.

Hawkins rot cudc thich thu diém ndo nhat & anh dé phai bang moi cach
budc anh & lai? Boi vi anh dén tir don vi ddc nhiém, than thu rat cao? Théi
di, than thu cua y ciing khong phai thip, hon nita trong doanh trai ngudi
duoc chiu qua huan luyén khong phai 1a it di? Béi vi hom nay anh da chong
d6i y? Vay duoc r0i, vé sau Sean Elvis phong chimg khong co ngay lanh
qua.

Sean budn buc trd lai trong phong minh, nam ¢ trén giudong nhin tran
nha ma ngan nguoi.

Rick mang theo bia, mo cira, ctra von khong khoa, "Hey, Sean. Nghe doi
kip nd noéi hom nay khi xe bom kia phat nd tham chi khong dé lai ca bui
cat!"

nvéy sao?" Sean l’lhOt nhat dép

"Con tuc gian chuyén Hawkins sao?" Rick dat bia 1€n ban, nhin thay
bao cao xin thuyén chuyén cua anh, sau d6 tram mac .

Sean nghi cau ta s& ndi gi d6, nhung Rick lai chi lang ling udng bia mot
minh.

"Sao khong noi 161 nao?" Sean liéc nhin cau ta.

"No6i gi? Néu anh c6 thé dugc triéu hoi vé don vi dac nhiém ciling tot
lam a, noi nay la dia nguc."

Sean vuon tay, "Pem bia cho t61 di, Hawkins néi to61 khong thé nao bi
thuyén chuyén khoi tiéu doi ctia anh ta."
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Rick cuo1 khé mot tiéng, dem bia dua qua, "Néu anh ta no6i nhu vay,
vay anh qua that khong di dugce."

"Vi sao?"

"Nghe ndi thoi." Rick gio chai bia 1én, "Cha cua Hawkins latrung tuéng
khong quan, 6ng ndi 1a quan chirc quan trong ctia B4 qudc phong, vé phan
me cua anh ta...... Nghe noi dén tir mot dai thé gia budn ban quan hoa*. Noi
cach khéc, tuy rang anh ta khong 1am quan to, nhung & quin doanh nhiing
gi anh ta mudn cap trén déu phai thoéa man. Anh ta khong mudn, cap trén s&
lam cho nguoi kia cut that xa." (* Vii khi cho quan doi)

"Qua that 13 ¢ nghe n6i *, néu anh ta c6 bdi canh nhu vay di sém & trong
quan nhu c4 gip nudc, sao con cd thé dén Baghdad, lai 1a EOD “Trai tap
trung tir vong *?" Sean cam thay duoc nhiing gi Rick vira néi qua thuc vo
can cu.

"Sean, khong phai mdi ngudi déu thich & nha hudng thy an nhan, hudng
chi nhu 1a mét ké dién nhu Hawkins?"

Tuy rang Sean khong cho 10i Rick néi 1a ding, nhung cau "Ké dién" van
1a thuc ding ¥ anh.

Luc nay, Hawkins ngéi O trudce ban lam viéc, léy ra di dong goi dén mot
day sb, "Toi 1a Howard Hawkins, cho t6i gip Trung tuéng Hawkins."

Ba muoi gidy sau, dau bén kia dién thoai c6 thanh 4m vang lén,
"Howard, anh goi dién thoai cho cha chimg to cudi cung ciling d3 biét can
phai tré vé hay sao? Noi di, mubén dén don vi ndo, cha gitp anh sap xép."
(Ong b nay dung 1a tryuc tiép!=.=
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Khoe mi¢ng cua Hawkins 10 ra mot nu cudi trao phing, y man mé
thuong thic bd phan kip n6é vira méi thdo xuong khoi xe bom, "Montero
James & Baghdad."

"Anh noi cai gi

"Con n61 Montero James ¢ Baghdad, hon nita con giip quan phan loan
ché tao bom, hom nay khi con g& kip no, bén trén cé chit ky ctia han."
Hawkins gac chan Ién, nhan nha chd doi phan ung cia dau bén kia dién
thoai.

"Anh 14p tic trd vé cho tdi! Cut vé My ngay 1ap tic!!!"

"Chung ta da c6 théa thuan, néu con khong md miéng né1 muodn tré ve,
cha cling khong thé budc con trd ve, bo gia!"

"Khon kiép! Cai tén dién r6 James kia can ban khong can gia nhap tran
doanh cua phe nao, han chi thich ngdéi xem bom n6é manh ma thoi!"

"Cha c6 thé phai dén cho han mot bac si tim 1y, chang han nhu 1a Tién
sT Grey. Con sé& khong trd vé, cha ciing khong mudn con dem cin ctt khong
quan cta cha dén thi nghiém bom ctia con dung khong?"

"Howard!"

"Nga, quén noéi, khong chi c6 James la ké dién, con cling 1a nguoi dién."
Hawkins ctip dién thoai, rd rang tat nguén dién thoai di dong, sau do nam
trén givdng, tay so loan khip trong ngan ti dau givong mdi phat hién thude
14 da hét sach.

Y roi1 khoi ky tic x4, muén mua mot goi thude la. Cach d6 khong xa,
trén san bong ro, vai nguoi dang choi bong.
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Rick cung Sean ng6i ¢ bén san, hat thuodc, moi khi cau chua di dén dich,
s€ phat ra am thanh ti€c nuoi.

Trén san, anh chang Sniper cao to hudng vé phia Sean ra hi¢u, mudn
anh cAm miéng. Sean ciing d4p 1& bang mot dong tac day khinh bi cho anh
ta, sau do ha ha n¢ nu cuo1, phan lung ran chac chan dong.

Khi Sean dang cudi dén hing say, Rick 1y khuyu tay huych anh.

"Lam gi?" Sean nghiéng dau nhin theo tdim mat ctuia Rick, mdi phat giac
ra Hawkins da ng61 yén 6n bén canh minh tu luc nao.

Rick nhudng nhudng dudi 1ong may, y 1a khong nghi té1 Hawkins s€ to1
ngdi & bén canh bon ho. Sean dang mudn ding day, lai bi Hawkins gio tay
kéo lai.

"Pem bao thubc cta cau cho t6i." (Cudp boc tring tron!)

Sean hir miii, dem bao thudc trong ti 40 ném vao trong 1ong Hawkins.
Anh lai ding day, Hawkins lai kéo anh lai.

"Chuyén gi, Sir?"

"Khong c6 Iwra."

Trén tran Sean, gin xanh déu nhay thinh thich, nhung anh ¢ gang nhin
nhin, ding 4m thanh v6 cung nhe nhang ma noéi, "Ngai c6 thé 1dy mot cai

kinh lap lai day, nham ngay mat troi dé lay lira."

"To61 khong c6 kinh 1up." Cau tra o1 cua Hawkins 1am cho Rick & mot
bén quan sat “chién sy” khong nin dugc bat cuoi khé.

Sean trimng mat li€c cau ta mot cai, lay bat ltra trong tai cling ném cho
Hawkins, "Sir, ngai con can gi ntra khong?"
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Nhin vé mdt cia anh ai cling déu biét anh dang bat man déi voi
Hawkins.

"P6t Iira." Hawkins kep mot diéu thudc gitra hai ngon tay, dua toi trude
mat Sean.

Sean nhim mat lai, anh biét minh c6 tirc gian dén boc chay ciing khong
c6 tac dung gi, bai vi Hawkins cin ban khong dem anh dé vao mat. Cho y
cham thudc xong, Sean lién xoay ngudi ly khai.

"Sean." Hawkins hit mot ngum, lic ban dau, Hawkins goi anh la
"Elvis" hodc 1a"Trung si Elvis", tua ho bat dau tir lac d& bd xe 6 t6 bom, y
goi anh la "Sean" .

"Chuyén gi?"

"Toi nghi can phai nhac nhod cau, ching ta 1a mot tiéu t6, néu trong 1ong
cdu van mang tdm 1y phan nghich d6i véi toi, ngudi chét co thé khong cir 1a
ai trong hai chung ta, con c6 c6 thé 1a Rick." (Cha me cdi nhau, cha dem
con ra doa! =.=)

Trai tim Sean tram xudng. Anh biét tdm tinh ctia minh lic nay khong on
dinh, néu lai c6 nhiém vy, anh s& dem ca tiéu t6 dit vao cira tur. Tuy réng
anh khong hai 1ong Hawkins, nhung anh s& khong quén minh van 13 mot
nguoi quan nhan.

"Téi biét."

"Biét v6 ich, quan trong 1a cdu co thé 1am duoc hay khong."

"To1 ¢6 thé lam duoc."
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"Nhu vay la tdt nhat." Hawkins néi xong, lién dimg day, "Cau theo toi
di1 mot chat."”

Sean di theo y, Rick hudng vé phia anh cuoi1 cuoi, "Di thoi, Sean, to1 s€
n6i cho anh ddi ctia Sniper thang hay khong."

bi theo sau Hawkins, Sean c6 chut to mo, bo1 vi anh cung Hawkins can
ban la nguoi ¢ hai thé gidi khac nhau, anh tudng tugng khong ra Hawkins
c6 chuyén gi can no1 voi anh.

Pay cura vao, Hawkins tuy ¥ chi chi chiéc ghé dua do1 dién ban lam
viéc, Sean 161 ghé ra, ngoi 1én.

Hawkins 16i ra mot cai hop tir dudi gam giuong, dem né loang xoang
dat 1én ban, sau d6 mang theo diéu thudc hiat mot ngum, khoi thudc ludt qua
khuon mit y, than bi ma noi liém.

"Anh thu thap thiét bi kip n6?" Sean thay thir nam trong hop, trong long
khong khoi cang x4ac dinh Hawkins 1a mot ké dién. C6 ga phd bom nao lai
cat chira mot déng linh kién bom da pha, con dit & dudi giuong, y c6 thé
ngu dugc sao?

"T6i van ngi." Khoe miéng Hawkins hoi hoi cong 1én, lac ndy Sean méi
nhd t61 nguoi nay co6 thoi quen xem vé mat nguoi khac dodn nguoi khac y
tuong, "Cau nhin ky may cai linh kién nay xem."

Sean cam lay chung, tirng budc tirng budce kiém tra, "Montero?" O trén
moi mot linh kién, c6 khi 1a dao khac, c6 khi la dung but ky tén viét,

"Montero" cai té€n nay thoat nhin tya nhu nhan hi€u ctia nhitng qua bom.

"Pung, chinh 1a Montero, ké ché tao ra nhitng qua bom nay. La “nguoi
quen” cili cua to1 & Ap-ga-ni-xtan."

"Hén ché tao bom, sau d6 anh g0 bom?" Sean hur mot tiéng.
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"Plng vay."

"Hién tai han theo Ap-ga-ni-xtan dén Iraq..... dimg néi cho toi..... 1a vi
anh?"

"T6i khong biét."

"Hai nguoi that sy 1a troi sinh mot doi © ké dién °." Sean bop bop tran
minh,"Anh cho t6i xem may thir nay dé lam gi?"

"Ngay tu 1an dau tién cdu gap to1, cau da noi rang cau s€ tré thanh phia
sau lung cua to1. Hira hen cua cau c6 thé lam dugc hay khong?"

Sean nhin y, mudn tir trong mat y thay cang nhiéu.
Nhung moi cam xuc cua Hawkins déu d3 duge phong toa.

"T6i c6 thé." Sean gt dau, day 1a mot 1oi hira cia mot nguoi linh doi
v6i chién hiru, "Nhung liéu anh c6 thé dem 1y tri ra dé quyét dinh trudc khi
lam viéc?"

Hawkins né nu cuo1, mat cling cong thanh mdt duong cong dai va hep,
"Sean, cau muodn thang duoc mot ké dién, cau s€ phai cang dién cudéng hon
so v&i han."

"Y anh 13, mudn thang dugc Montero, anh nhat dinh phai so vd1 han
cang giong mdt ké dién." Sean nhin v€ phia y, "Anh vi duc vong chién
thang ctia minh sin sang lay tinh mang ctia ti va Rick 1am vii khi?"

"Sean, dudng nhu ciu van chua hiéu duoc... Su théng bai gitra t61 va
Montero, chinh la viéc séng hodc chét ctia ciu va Rick. Cho nén cu phai
gitip t0i thang." Hawkins dem don xin thuyén chuyén dua téi trudc mit anh,
"Hién tai t6i cho cAu mot co hdi, roi khéi tiéu to nay. Nhung la chi can ciu
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con & bd phan EOD, cau s€ gap phai bom do Montero ché tao. Tham chi ¢
thé mot ngay nao d6 khi cau chap hanh nhiém vu & don vi dic nhiém cia
cau, khién cau cung déng doi cua ciu bi nd tan xac cling co thé 1a bom do
Montero ché tao."
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Chwong 11

"Pay la phép khich tuéng. Anh mudn toi cam thay rang néu toi khoi tiéu
t6 nay c6 nghia 1a toi dang trén tranh cai gd bom khung kia?" Sean cudi
nhao mot tiéng.

"Hién tai cau phan tich rét ¢ 1y tri, to61 qua that dang mudn khiéu khich
cau." Hawkins vit chéo hai chan, hai ban tay dan vao nhau, dat trong long,
dang vé tao nhd ma nguy hiém, "Toi khong can mot gi c6 y nghi cam thu
minh & trong tiéu to ctia t6i, boi vi t6i can tip trung tit ca v chi dé thao

"

bom.

Sean dung 18n, gap to gidy lai nghiém chinh, nhét vao trong tai roi di ra
ngoai.

"Cau tra 101 cua cau dau?" Giong Hawkins vang 1én phia sau lung anh.

"T61 khong c6 cach nao tra 161 anh dugc, vi chinh t61 cling khong biét."
Sean di. Troi dat tua nhu dot nhién hoan chuyén, tr¢ vé cai ngay anh cung
Sniper va Seo di lam nhi€ém vy, chinh anh ghim siing nham vé phia nguoi
thiéu nién kia.

Ta chét, ta van con song.

Ta chét, ta van con song.

Co¢ 1€ di theo Hawkins cling dong nghia véi viéc anh vira moi chét thém
mot 1an nira.

C¢ 1€ di theo Hawkins....... Anh c6 thé tim dugc cau tra 101 cho viéc anh
trd lai EOD.
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Di ngang qua san thé duc, Sean thiy Seo dang ném boéng vao trong gio.

Anh ngbi trd lai bén canh Rick, 1dy tay khuyu tay dung cau ta mot cai.

"Nhanh nhu vay d3 tro lai r6i?"

"An, " Sean s& so dau, bong nhién anh hdi han vi lac ndy I€ ra anh nén
dién vao to bao cao xin diéu chuyén kia ngay tai chd, nhu vay khong chimg
c6 thé 1am cho Hawkins budn buc mot chat, hon nita anh con c6 thé roi

khoi ké dién nay, "Cho diéu thudc di, cua t6i bi Hawkins lay di hét r6i."

Rick dem bao thudc cua minh dua ca cho Sean, "Lan sau di lam nhiém
vu to1 con ¢o thé song trd ve hay khong, phai dua vao anh."

Hawkins nhin can phong vang lang, cung voi cai ruong linh kién bom,
hai tay chong xudng hai bén c4i hom, cui dau, nd ny cuoi.

Co6 nguoi go ctra phong y.
Nguoi téi di nhién 1a Tién si Grey.
"La ong." Hawkins trd lai trude ban ngdi xudng.

Tién si Grey lay kinh mat xudng, di thang vao trong phong, "Anh clng
vo1 cha anh da noi gi?"

"Khong c6 gi, chang qua t61 bi€t 1a bo gia phai 6ng td1 trong nom toi,
bac si vat va roi1." Hawkins ngoi & trén ban, biéu tinh ho hiing.

"Anh rat rd rang chinh minh tya nhu mot qua bom bét ctr liic ndo ciing
c6 thé bi thao chdt, ong 4y chi mudn c6 ai d6 doc duoc suy nghi trong 1ong
anh ma thoi." Tién si Grey khong cuoi, ong ta thira nhan Hawkins ddi voi
ong ma noéi 1a mot sy khiéu chién 16n.
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"Vay bay gio t6i ndi cho 6ng biét tdi suy nghi cai gi, ong s& noi lai cho
cha i bit sao?"

"A, noi thir xem." Néu Hawkins da biét ong dugc quan bd dac biét phai
t61, nhu vay ong cling khong trong cay y s€ noi that .

"HOm nay t61 nhin théy mét si binh, hin cudi véi toi qua mot 16p kinh

"

X¢C.

"Hmm..." Tién si Grey gio tay 1én, ¥ bao y tiép tuc, "Anh s& khong cam
thay han cuoi thue chudng mat cho nén mudn dung bom nd chét han di?"

"T61 muodn ghi han vao trong 1ong, t61 muon hon han."

Tién si Grey ngan nguoi, "Anh dang song trong moi trudng toan 1a nam
tinh nén anh sinh ra duc vong voi1 chién hitu 1a do co thé sinh ra khan cap
phan Ung vi thiéu vang phu nit."

"Giai thich rat tuyét." Hawkins khoac tay 1én vai bac si, timg chut timg
chut mot ddy ong ta ra khoi phong, thanh am khong chut phap phong:
"Plmng noi cho trung tudng Hawkins biét, bang khong sau ndy t6i s& khong
chia x¢ v61 0ng nhitng bi mat nho nhoé cuia minh nira dau."

Trong nhdy mat khi canh ctra sap lai, Tién si Grey ngan nguoi, 1ap tuc bi
hiém cudi cudi xoay nguoi roi di.

Ngay hom sau, budi chiéu, 2h, mét chiéc Hummer dung lai dudi anh
mit troi gay gat.

Rick dya vao than xe, v61 lay binh nudc khoang méi phat hién chi con
lai c6 ntra binh .

Sean vira dung mi phe phay quat, vira tirc cuoi noi, "Muon udng lién
uong, cho du that sy khong ai t61 don ching ta, di thém nam, sau gio cling
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van co thé tré lai no1 thanh."

Tiéu doi cua ho budi sang nhan dugc nhiém vu dem mot it bom ra
hoang mac ¢ ngoai 6 thanh phé kip no, nhung van khi khong tt, trén
duong tré vé, hai cai 16p xe bén trai ciing nhau xit, 16p xe di dung ciing chi
c6 mdt cai, bon ho chi c6 thé lién hé quan doanh t6i don.

Sean that 10ng tham kinh né Hawkins mét chut. Khong vi cai gi khac,
chi vi anh cing Rick néng gan chét, phai ra khoi Hummer, chi c6 Hawkins
van mic chinh t& ngdi ¢ bang sau. (“0° & Bangdad” mur li, 1anh khi quan
than, biét nong 1a gil==

Sean dem binh nudc khoang cua minh uéng mot hoi can sach, dem mi
g01 xuong dudi dau, chuan bi ngi mot giac.

Lai mot gio qua di, Rick dem ntra binh nudc kia cling uong xong roi,
nho giong n6i mot cau, "Chung ta han s€ khong phai qudc bo trg vé day

Luc nay, Sean cling bat dau boc thanh hoi nudc, anh ding 1€n, "Pa may
tiéng ro1, quan doanh tra 101 nhu thé nao?"

"Fuck! Bon ho néi dd sém phai ngudi dén tiép chung ta, d mudn bdn
tiéng, con chua t6i, chung ta déu nhanh bi phoi nang thanh thit du trir!"

Sean ngang dau liéc mat vé phia thung xe, chi c6 thé thoang nhin thay
dinh dau Hawkins, nguoi nay thuc su rit 6 strc chiu dung, ngéi & chd kia

bbn gid ngay ca tu thé déu khong thay d6i qua.

Nhung vao lac ndy, mét lo nudc chanh theo cira s6 dua xudng dudi,
Hawkins 1anh dam néi, "Ubng hay khong?"

Sean liém liém mo1, cam binh nudc chanh dua cho Rick.
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"Hac, anh khong can sao?"

"Khong can, t6i khong udng nudc chanh." Sean cudi cudi.

"Vi sao?" Rick hoi.

"Khong lau trudc diy toi ubng nude chanh rdi bi ngd doc thuc pham,
cho nén mdi lan uéng nudc chanh chi méi vao dén day..." Sean chi yét hau,

"Lién nuot khong ndi nira."

Rick chép miéng, "Néu noi nay thuc su la sa mac, cho du 1a nuéc chanh
bi bién chét ciing déu thyc quy gia."

Mudi phut sau, 4n an nghe thay tiéng Hummer chay dén.
"Hac! Hac!" Rick hung phdn ma phat tay, "Céc cau rot cuc dén day a!"

Ngay trong mot cai chép mét d6, Sean 4n voi Rick nam guc xudng, chi
nghe thiy mot tran "Bum bum" ban pha.

"Me nod! R6t cudce sao thé nay!"
Chiéc xe kia r0 rang 1a xe cua quan My a!

Sting cua Sean va Rick dugc ném ra tur cua so6, Hawkins ha thap than
minh m¢ cura xe chui ra, "Laphan tr phan loan."

Phong chung bon ho phuc kich tiéu doi tién dén ctru vién, hién tai lai
mo ra xe quan dung cua linh My dét kich bon ho.

Chiéc xe kia cang ngdy cang gan, Sean nhanh chong 1én nong, than thé

vira moi ngd ra tham thinh mot chat, may phat lién bum bum danh vao than
xe, Hawkins mdt tay 161 anh tro vé.
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"Me no6, hoa lyc cua bon ho thyc manh!" Sean ho mot hoi, lic nay méi
phat giac ba vai cua minh b1 Hawkins de ndng, ntra nguoi anh & ngay trong
long d6i phuong, "Cam on."

"Ban 16p xe." Khong thé dé cho bon ho ti gan thém nita .

Noi xong, Rick lién dem ba 16 trén lung co1 xudng, chui vao dudi gam
Hummer.

Bang bang hai phat, Rick nhanh chéng chui tré vé, ma xe ctia quan phan
loan cling durng lai.

Sean dung anh mat khong thé tin nd1 nhin Rick, dé1 phuong nhudng
nhudng mi, "Nguoi anh em, dung ca ngoi t61 qua som, ching ta c6 thé
song tré vé roi nodi sau!"

Sau do, Sean mé1 biét dugc, khi con ¢ trong truong huan luyén, Rick 1a
quan quan mon ban sing.

C6 18 boi vi xe khong thé di tdi, quan phan loan c6 chat tirc gidn, sung
may lai lién tuc ban pha.

"Con dan khong?" Rick hoi.

"Tranh thu luc nay!" Hawkins bong nhién ding diy dem sung dit 1én
thanh xe, phanh mot phat ban ra ngoai, chua cho ddi phuong thoi gian phan
ung.

Ngay sau d6 lai 1a miy phat ban lai diy, Sean sao con kip di kéo
Hawkins, y phan Gng rat nhanh da thup nguoi ngdi xudéng, nhung khau sing

dit tai cira xe bj dan cua doi phuong ban nit nong.

"Anh chi ban mot phat?"
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"Nhung toi xac dinh toi ban tring mot nguoi." Hawkins moc sing luc
ra, 1én dan.

Rick dang dung thiét bi lién lac thinh cau tro gitip, bén kia mudn ho bao
cao lai phuong vi mot 14n nira.

Sean nhiu nhiu may, 14y ra mot qua bom khoi, "Cau xem thr ndy thé
nao?"

"Thir xem."

Rick ngimg noi, thay Hawkins dem qua bom khéi kia 16t chét bao hiém
ném di ra, nghénh don ddi phuong ban pha.

Suong khoi téa ra, cang ngay cang dam dac.

Rick hoi, "Chung ta can phai roi khoi day?"

"Pi ra ngoai 1am bia ngdm?" Sean cuoi cudi, "Toi ciing khong tin bon
ho ¢6 nhiéu dan nhu vay." N6i xong, lién huéng vé phia d6i phuong na mot
phat sung, sau do lai lui vé.

Qua nhién, d6i phuong nghi bon ho muén thira dip swong khoi ma chay
ra, cho nén lién khong hé c¢d ky nd sting néo loan. Nghe tiéng sung, Sean tin
tudng vira roi Hawkins qua that ban ha mét nguoi.

Sean cham rdi nang nguoi 1én, ngay khi swong khoi tan dan cé thé nhin
théy su vat 10 mo, anh lai nd mgt phat sung, thanh am nghe ra nhu la bén
vao kim loai, hon 50% c6 thé tinh 1 danh tring .

Ba ngudi dua vao Hummer 6 6 thé.

"Podn xem con may nguoi?" Sean nuot nudc bot.
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"Néu cau bin trung, con lai mgt nguoi." Hawkins bSng nhién ghim siing
l3n di, Sean bi doa dén trai tim déu nhanh dung lai.

Pbi phuong ban phat thir nhat, Sean nang tay ban, tring dau déi
phuong, ma Hawkins trén mat dat xoay nguoi mot cai, vien dan bay sat
qua ma vy, luu lai mdt vét mau.

Hét thay im lang.

Hawkins cham rai di vé phia chiéc Hummer kia.

"Tro ve!"

Trude khi xac dinh chic chin toan bd dich nhan da bj ha, sao tén ngu
ngbc ndy dam c&t nhu vay di qua bén d6?

Hawkins m¢ ctra xe, 161 ngudi & bén trong ra.
Sean thd dai mot hoi, ghim sung di ra ngoai, dé€ Rick ¢ lai vi tri.

"Khong can dé phong, bon ho toan b da chét." Hawkins dung mot loai
thai do khong sao cd ma noi.

Sean di dén bén canh y, khong hé noi trude, mot quyén danh dén,
Hawkins nang tay, co tay vira chuyén bat ldy Sean, mot cai nghiéng ngudi
dinh dé anh 1én ctra chiéc Hummer. Nhung y that khéng ngo, Sean thé
nhung xoay ngudi lam mot ¢ quing qua vai, ném y nga 1én mat dat, dung
dau gbi de 1én bung y, mat tring 16n dén qua thuc phai roi ra dén.

"Con me nd! Anh vtra r61 phat than kinh cai gi!"

"Chang phai cdu di ban trang han?" Hawkins nam trén mat dat, nhin
Sean, khde miéng hoi hoi cong 1én.
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Rang nanh cua Sean cdn sit lai, "Néu to1 ban khong tring thi sao! Néu
lic t61 ban trang han cling da muodn ban v& dau cua anh thi sao!"

Hawkins lai dung hai tay quang 14y that lung Sean, "Vay ching phai vira
¥ cdu, t6i chét, nguoi ta s& doi nguoi din ddu moi dén day." (Song chét

chuyén nho, tan tinh mai 1a dai su! ==

Rick thay bon ho cing thang, voi va chay dén. (Gia mon bat hanh!==
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Chwong 12

"Hey! Hai nguoi cac anh thé nao lai danh 16n nira!" Rick kéo Sean lén,
"That vat va mé1 duoc an toan !"

Sean thé ra mot hoi, nhdm mét lai, "T6i s& bi anh btrc thanh bénh than
kinh."

"Vay dién vao don xin thuyén chuyén." Hawkins dung 1én, kiém tra
chiéc Hummer kia, bén trong khong c6 bom, y nhin vé phia Rick, "Lai xe."

Rick ngoi 1én ghé 141, ra hiéu cho Sean 1én xe.
Hawkins van ngbi & ghé sau.

Rick liéc mat nhin Sean mot cai, thay anh dang chong tay 1én dau, nham
mét lai.

Xe chay dugc hon mudi phut lién gip hai chiéc xe tir quan doanh phai
dén ctru vién.

"Hey cac cau on chu!"

"Khong co6 vige gi! Cac anh toi1 cling qua cham di!" Rick hudng bon ho
quat.

Trd lai quan doanh, chuyén dau ti€én Sean muon lam chinh 1a di tam mot
cai, dem tat ca mo hoi cung s¢ hai luc ban trua tay sach.

Di vao phong tim tap thé cua ky tic x4, ngay ca quan 4o déu chua thoat,

Sean lién ding vao dudi voi phun. Thé nhung mac du da mé 16n hét cd, voi
phun van khong xuat hién mot tia nude.
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Sean ngura dau, dap vao ong dan nudc mot dap, di sang gian bén canh,
van déu khong c6 mdt giot nudc chay ra.

"M¢ no!"

Reém bi vén 1€én, mot binh si tho dau vao, "Hey, nguoi anh em, ky tac x4
cua ching ta ngirng cap nudc dén sang mai, dén khu ky tuc xa khac tam di."

Sean dung lai mdt chut, suy sup di ra ngoai.
Anh ngbi & cira ky tic x4, nhin 1én khong trung xanh xanh trong vat, hut

mot diéu thudc. Sau do, anh dot ngdt dung 1én, di qua tung khu, tirng khu
ky ttc x4, di dén trudc cira phong Hawkins. Han méi vira nhic tay, cira lién

9

mo.
Hawkins da tam rtra thay 4o sach s&, "Vao di."
Mui vi bac ha thoang thoang luét qua khtru gidc Sean.

Hawkins ngdi tré lai givdng, hai chan vat chéo, lung dwa vao thanh
giuong.

"To1 dén la c¢6 161 mudn nd1."
Hawkins dung cam chi chi vé phia ghé dya bén canh ban, nhung Sean
cling khong di ngdi, chi diing & cho cii: "Hom nay anh lam nhu vay 1a mao

hiém mot cach v6 nghia."

"Po61 vo1 cau ma noi la ¢ vo nghia °, do1 vai to1 ma noi, chi can dat téi
muc dich la duogc."

Ngittr khi do, thai do do... khién Sean phat hién anh vinh vién khong thé
cung Hawkins trao doi.
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Anh xoay nguoi di ra phia cura, lai dung mot chut, "Tung c6 mot k§
thuat binh, hin ghim stng nham vé phia mot thiéu nién cam di dong, hin
thanh cong ban tring cai di dong kia, dong thoi mot phan tir phan loan khac
dang an ndp cling thanh cong ban thung c6 hong hin. Trudc khi chét, hin
nhin thiy chién hitu cta hian chay vé phia minh, d¢ 1ay dong mach c¢6 di bj
ban dat ca han, hi vong han c6 thé séng."

Sean c6 thé cam giac duoc Hawkins dang nhin vao anh.

"Hawkins, t61 di tung noéi, t61 hi vong minh c6 thé tré thanh phia sau
cua anh. Cho nén t61 cling hi vong anh nhé 10, t61 1a phia sau cua anh."
Ngay khi anh gio tay ddy ctra, d6i phuong goi anh lai.

"Sean."

"An." Sean dimng lai.

"Cau thuc ban."

"Cai gi?" Sean cau may, xoay nguoi lai.

Hawkins dimg day, tam lay tay anh di vao phong tam cta ky tuc x4, day
manh anh vao trong, sau d6 kéo manh che lai, "Tam di!"

Sean mo& mit nhin gian phong tam nhd hep va voi phun, than kinh cua
Hawkins rot cudc co cau tao nhu thé nao?

"Pua chia khoa phong cua cau day!"
"A?" Sean x6¢c manh 1én, thdy Hawkins dya vao tuong nhin minh.

"Cau muon tam rira xong lai mdc quan 4o ban di ra ngoai?"
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Sean ldy chia khoa trong tai 4o dua cho Hawkins, y cam lay lién xoay
nguoi di.

Vao luc do, Sean y thuc duoc gi do, anh né nu cuoi.
O trong mit anh, day 1a cach ma Hawkins dung dé noi 16 xin 16i.

Anh xoay can gat sang bén nudc am, dong nudc tir dinh dau lao xudng,
Sean bong nhién cadm thay sang khoai hin 1én.

Mac k& n6i nhu thé nao, bon ho lai song qua mot ngay.

Vai phtt sau, manh b1 vén 1én mdt goc, stra tam va khan tam dugc dua
dan vao, la ban tay cia Hawkins. (“Vén 1én mot goc”, kinh nho, hai nguoi
déu la dan 6ng dugc khong!=.=+)

"Cam on."

Huong vi gidong nhu trén ngudi Hawkins tdéa ra, mui bac ha nhe nhang
khoan khoai.

Lau kho nuéc trén ngudi, Sean dem canh tay vuon ra, kéu mot tiéng,
"C6 thé dua gitip t6i quan 4o khong?"

Phong tam thyc im lang, chi nghe thdy bén ngoai co tiéng may binh linh
chui bay. Vai gidy sau, Hawkins moi dua so mi quan dai va ca ndi y tién

dan dén. (“N6i y”, nha, nha... =.=+)

Sean luu loat mac y phuc, sau do6 vén manh di ra, vira mudn noéi tiéng
cam on da thay Hawkins di ra ngoai mat roi.

Po6i mit véi su lanh lung cua y, Sean da som chuan bi dﬁy du tam 1y,
anh nhun vai, bung c6 chit d6i, van 1a di tim gi d6 an ui da day di.
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Hawkins budc nhanh tré vé phong minh, trén duong dung phai Seo, d6i
phuong muén chao hoi thé hién mét chut 18 phép, nhung y lai nhanh chong
m¢& ctra phong di vao.

Trong phong tdi am, Hawkins dwa vao ctra, nhe nhang tho hon hén.

Y nhdm mét lai, giai khai khoa quan, noi d6 da néi 1én mét cai 1éu cao
cao. Hai tay y manh m& vudt ve, hoi thd tram trong, thang dén khi sung dén
cuc han, duc vong tudn trao ra, y dot nhién md to mat, thap giong ming,
"Fuck!" (Thién tai! A Di Da Phat...!)

Vai ngay sau, hg thuc hién nhiém vu kha 1a ém 4ai, von yéu thich cung
bom tiép xuc than mat, Hawkins thé nhung da chiu ding ngudi may dé kip
no.

Diéu nay lam cho Sean cung Rick an tim khéng it.

Ngiu nhién xuyén qua kinh chiéu hiu, Sean c6 thé nhin thay khuon mat
Hawkins. Biéu tinh ctia d6i phuong van nhu cii, nhung anh lai cam thay co
gi d6 khong hoan toan giéng.

Xuéng xe, Rick khé dung vao vai Sean, noi, "Néu c6 thé tiép tuc nhu
thé nay, noi khong chimg chung ta ¢ thé séng dén khi dot luan phién chim
dut."

Sean nhin thodng qua Hawkins dang di thang vé phia ky tiic x4, c6 cam
giac nhu soi day von dang cing dot nhién bi chung lai, khong sao thich tmg

dugc, "K¢é dién Hawkins khong noi dién, cam ta Thuong pé."

sksksk

ROt cuc cling c6 ngay yén binh, hdm nay bon ho khong can lam nhiém
VU
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Sean cung Sniper va Seo choi bong, Rick & mdt bén lam khan gia.
"Sean! Ném rét tot!"

"Sean

dot pha bon ho! Ping! Chinh 1a nhu vay!"
Hawkins nam ¢ trong phong, gidc ngl cta y thuong dai hon cia nhing
ngudi khac, ma g& bom ciing 1a mot cong viéc hao ton tAm tri, cho nén chi

can c6 thoi gian ranh y s€ ngu.

Sean, Sean, Sean, cai tén nay cang khong ngirng xuyén qua cua so roi
vao trong taiy.

Y cham cham ngo61 day, dung hai gidy, sau d6 ding 1én, mac 4o khoac
vao roi di ra ngoai.

bi dén noi dau xe, y cam lay x6 nudc cung khan lau, bat dau co rira xe
quan dyng cua bon ho...

Lau mot 1an lai mot lan, y m& ctra xe, ngd1 vao vi tri pho lai, bat dau cha
lau ctra kinh xe. (Pho lai 1a vi tri cua Sean a nha, nha, nha... =.=+)

Bong nhién nhu nghi dén gi do, y tuy tay dem khan lau ném ra ngoai
cua so, chiéc khan roi vao trong x6 nudc.

"That khé gip a, Thiéu Gy Hawkins ciing s& ¢ ddy lau xe." Do 1a giong
cta Tién si Grey.

Hawkins nhim mat lai, thong tha hdé hap , "Thoi gian mot thang con
chua té1 di."

Y ttr 1a Tién si Grey khong can dén phién y.
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"Vira r6i t6i nhin anh lau xe that 1au, anh dang thuc phién long." Ngon
tay thon dai cua Tién si Grey gd g6 1én cira kinh, "Khéng bang trd chuyén
v6i t61 mot chut, t6i cam doan s& khong viét vao bao céo ciing sé khong noi
cho cha cua anh."

Miéng Hawkins cham rdi v& 1én mot duong cong rat thién, Tién si Grey
biét khi y cuoi, cling 13 khi y tdi ¢6 tinh cong kich.

"Néu toi noi t6i mudn fuck mot nguoi, nhung dén bay gid con chua
xuong tay, Tién si Grey s€ cho to61 y kién nhu thé nao?" Y hoi nghiéng

nghiéng mat lai, mat hé md nhin Tién si Grey.

"Pung néi véi toéi anh mudn... ngu cai ga binh linh da cudi vai anh hom
trude."

"Pling vay."

"Pimng noi véi t6i anh nghi cuong bao hin."

"Néu hai bén déu tinh nguyén thi phai 13 ‘1am tinh’."
"Vay néu han khong dong y?"

"T61 cling chi danh that sy cuong bao." Thanh am cua Hawkins thuc
lanh nhat, tya hd dang noi dén mot chuyén chéng sao ca.

"Anh muén ra toa an quan su hay la mudn dugc thim tra ndi bo?" Tién
si Grey thao kinh mat xuéng, 6ng ta khong thé phan rd Hawkins dang noi
that hay gia.

"Bac si, to1 nghi dén han s€ tuy thu dam."

"P6 14 mot phuong thic ty thoa méan rat tot!"
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"Van dé 1a t6i khong thoa man dugce chinh minh. Mdi mot 1an phong
thich xong, toi s& cang mudn phai fuck han."

Tién si Grey nhuéng mi, "C6 1& han 1 anh nén xem mot it DVD bén tai
ctra quan doanh, chiing c6 thé doi di lyc chi ¥ cta anh."

Hawkins giong nhu khong nghe thay Grey noi, y tiép tuc lam bam lau
bau, "Ngay tu dau t61 chi rat mudn thay han. Sau do6 t61 rat mudon 6m han,
sau do nira to1 rat muon hon han."

"Anh dang noi gion di?"

"Cho du chi nghe thdy ngudi khac goi tén han ciing 1am cho t6i khong
can than nhé t6i than thé han, toi s& cimg."

"Chd mot chut, anh tir noi ndy nhin thay than thé han?" Cai anh chang
Hawkins nay s& khong dd dem nguoi ta... thé nao di?

"Han thich choi bong r6."

Tién si Grey khé thé ra mot hoi, may man...... Quan doanh c6 rat nhiéu
nguoi khi choi bong r6 déu an mac ‘mat mé’.

"Bat qua nghe anh noéi nhu viy, bdng nhién t6i cam thiy anh ciing

khong phai 1a duc cau bat min, ma 1a dudng nhu anh d3 phai long han,
khong phai day chu.... ?

"

D61 mat khép ho cua Hawkins hoan toan mo, ngay ca cai thai d§ ‘khong
sao ca’ cling bay bién.

Y cau may tya ho tu hoi cai gi.
Tién si Grey bong nhién c6 chut hoi han, mac ké néi nhu thé nao, cai tay

binh si tré thanh dbi tuwong chu ¥ cua Hawkins déu c6 mét chit dang
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thuong. Hawkins 1a mét ké dién, khong chi 1a ¢ luc lam nhi€ém vu ma thoi.

Khong khi tréd nén nang né, Tién s Grey cuoi cudi, "Pung voi két luan,
to1 s€ chon vai cudon phim tdng anh, anh xem xem c6 thé tu di€u chinh tam
tinh hay khong."

Hawkins khong tra 10, Tién si Grey di.

Cho1 bong 10 xong, Sean mang theo 40 so mi tr¢ vé ky tic x4, co mot 14
thu dit ¢ khe cira, Sean mo ra thi thay d6 1a Jack gui t6i. Anh chang nay noi
linh tinh mot chut, cudi cung muyc dich 1a no61 dén em ho ctia minh - David -
cling dén Iraq, & doi xe ting.

Sean lac lic dau, ngudi nay viét thu chang phai muén anh chiéu ¢ mot
chtt cho em ho cua hin ta sao? Sean nhin nhin sic troi dan tbi, doi xe tang
di ra ngoai tuan tra cling co thé da tro lai, Sean di dén ky tic x4 cua ho, hoi
tham phong ctia David, nhung trudc khi kip g6 cira, tay anh da chét lang ¢
gifra khong trung.

Céach mot canh cira, anh c6 thé nghe thay tiéng thé doc tram trong, cling
v6i thanh 4m cau xin.

Giuong dang cham cham ke&o ket, tiéng nguoi tré tuéi khoc nirc né .

"Cam miéng! Hay cdu mudn dting dau hang binh*?!" (* Nguoi di dau
trong hang binh tuan tra, vi tri rit nguy hiém, dé bi tir vong.)

Su x6 day tho 16 1am cho ngudi tré tudi khoc 1én.
Chuyén nhu vay & trong quan doanh ciing khong tinh 1a hiém thay, hang

nam déu c6 nguoi vi loai chuyén nay ma chiu tham tra néi by, nhung cuoi
cung van dau lai vao day. Sean nhd t&i khi minh 1a Vincent, vura toi
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Baghdad, néu khong phai c6 Seo, anh da bi cac dai binh chiu 4p luc lau 1im
nay khi dé khong biét bao nhiéu lan.
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Chwong 13

Sean nam chit nim tay, rit muén d4 cira x6ng vao dem gi si quan kia
16i xubng givong ma dap cho thé tham, nhung anh khong thé, bai vi nguoi
tré tudi kia 1a tha ha cua han, néu anh lam hin x4u mat bay gio0, sau nay
nguoi tré tudi kia ciing dimg mong ngang dau 1én dugc.

Sean lui vé phia sau vai budc, di dén khu dét tréng trude ky tic x4, 16n
giong hét Ién: "David! David Alvin, cau ¢ dau? T61 la ban cua Jack Alvin,
dén tham cau!"

Giong Sean rat 1on, du dé cho ca khu ky tac x4 déu nghe thay.

Lic nay, tr mot cai ctra s6 c6 nguol nho dau ra, "Hey, David ¢ 206!
Nguoi anh em, anh & don vi nao thé?"

Sean cuoi lanh, "T61 sao? T6 phd bom!"

Luc nay, ctra phong 206 md, mot nguoi dan 6ng chirng hon bon muoi
tuoi tily tay khoac quan phuc 1én ngudi bude nhanh ra ngoai.

Sean hudng vé phia 0 ctra s6 kia phat phat tay, "Cam on, t61 tim dugc
roi!"

Sean gd ctra, nhung khong ai 1én tiéng tra 101, xem ra néu khong phai
David b1 ga khén kiép kia lam ngét di thi 1a long ty trong bi lam nhuc, cam

thay thuc mat mat khong dam ma cira.

Sean thd dai, nhe giong noéi, "Mo ctra, David. T61 1a ban cua Jack. Toi
biét cau da gap chuyén gi, néu cau khong ra, to1 s€ da ctra tién vao."

Trén mat dat c¢6 tiéng nguoi di lai, canh ctra hé ra mét khe ho.
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Sean truc tiép day ctra ra, chen vao, sau d6 nhanh chéng gift ctra khép
lai.

Mot thanh nién tré tudi dang run ray, ngudi boc trong chin don dé
phong ma nhin Sean.

Lan da 19 ra ngoai chan cua cau ta day nhitng v€t xanh tim, xem ra vi si
quan kia da thuc su "tan hing". Canh tay Sean ludn qua nach cau thanh
nién, Om lay cau ta, dat lai 1én giudng.

"Anh dén dé thay mat Jack boc 10 sy thuong hai vo1 t61?" Nguoi tré tudi
vii mit vao gbi dau.

Sean khong c6 tra 101, anh dua tay ra kéo chiéc chian don, nhung David
tam chit 1ay cuong quyét khong budng tay.

"Pay la 1an dau tién sao?" Sean van dung stc xa chin don xudng, néu
no1 vé thé dién cua David truéec mat Sean thi ngay tu lic anh ding ¢ ngoai
cura phat hién chuyén xay ra trong phong, David da khong c6 gi dé che giau
ntra!

"Néu nhu t61 n61 chuyén nay da xay ra rat nhi€u lan, anh s€ khinh bi to1
sao?" Trong giong noi cua Davidmang theo vé tu gicu.

"Han lay cai gi dé uy hiép cau? Vi tri dimg dau hang binh*?" Sean nhe
nhang tach hai gdo mong ciia David, chat 1ong theo bap dui cau ta chay tran
xubng. (* Vi tri “dtmg mili chiu sao”, kha ning tr vong rat 1on. C6 thé noi
da 1a linh khong ai khong sg vi tri nay.)

"Pung vay. Mot chién hitu dén ciung dot véi toi....... khi dam duong vi

tri ding dau hang binh di bi dia 16i no....... ngay cd mot manh thi thé
nguyén ven cling khong con!"

https://thuviensach.vn



Sean biét vét thuong & vi tri ndy, David tuyét dbi s& khong di gip béc si.
Anh danh phai tim khin u6t dén, tim nudc khoang giup cau ta 1am sach
miéng vét thuong, "Cho nén cau s¢ hai ."

"Plng vy, khong mudn bi bom nd chét 1a sai hay sao? Mubn séng tro
lai M 13 sai hay sao?" David kich dong, ngén tay ghi chit ldy chin don,

"T61 chinh 1a mot ké nhu nhuoc..........

"Cau khong phai 1a nguoi nhu nhugce. Tat ca nhitng ngudi di téi
Baghdad déu khong phai 12 ngudi nhu nhuoc."

"Anh no6i anh 1a ban cua Jack, anh cling 1a bo do1 dac chung?"

"Pung vay, nhung hién tai t61 & EOD."

"Tiéu t0 pha bom?" Khudén mit David ning 1én khoi gbi dau.

"Pang vy, c6 diéu toi chi phu’tréch dé phong, pha bom 1a nhiém vu
danh cho mot ga kha kho wa. Han rat loi hai, nhung ciling thuc tu phu. Tinh

mang so v&i thao bom, han lya chon cai thir hai."

David né nu cuoi, "So véi loai nguoi vi s¢ chét ma cung thu trudng 1€n
giwong nhu t61, han thyc lam cho nguoi ta kinh né."

"Nhung tinh mang cua t6i cing mot k¥ thuat binh khac khong duge hian
dé vao mat." Sean kéo chin don 1én dép cho cau ta, nhin k¥ David, Sean
cam thay cau ta c¢6 chit giéng Jack, nhung khuén mit so v6i Jack van thanh
ta hon, hon nira David 1a tan binh, ¢ quan doanh qua that thudc loai rat dé
dang bi thuong ton.

"Néu ctr theo luan phién, may ngay cau s€ diung dau hang mot 1an?"
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"Bay ngay mot 1an." David kéo kéo khoe miéng, "Bat qua hién tai 12 sau
ngay, bai vi da chét mot nguoi."

"Néu cdu cy tuyét thu trudng cua cau?"

"Ha ha, thi phai 12 mdi ngay déu dung dau hang, thang cho dén khi toi
chu dong di vao phong cuia han ta hodc 1a bi bom nd tan xac."

"Tén cua han la gi?"

David nhin v€ phia Sean, cudi khdé mdt chut, "Anh s€ khong mudn t6
giac han day chtt? Toi cam doan voi anh sO tan binh bi han 161 1€n giwong
khong chi c6 mdt minh t61, nhung s€ khong c6 lay mot nguoi ding ra lam
chang!"

"Tén cua han." Sean 1dp lai, anh mat cia anh siac bén han 1én. David bi
anh mat do roi vao thi nuét nudc mi€ng, tu nhién ngoan ngoan doc ra tén

cua tén cam thu kia.

"Muon td cdo si quan can phai dua tén that! Hon nira s€ khong ai ddm
ding ra lam chung!"

"Nhung s& c6 ngudi dén diéu tra, hin sé thu liém mot chit, khong phai
sa0?" Sean dimg 1én, "Nghi ngoi cho t6t di David, cho du c6 chuyén gi xay
ra di chang nita, hi vong cdu s& noéi cho toi biét."

David niu anh lai, "Anh.......... da tung gdp phai chuyén nay sao?"

"Pung vay, nhung t61 may man hon cau, t6i dugc nguoi khac gitp trudce
khi....... " Sean dung day, day cira di ra ngoai.

Budi chiéu, Sean cung ti€u t6 hoan thanh phién truc tré ve.
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Rick n61 mot déng l6m, nhung Sean mot cau déu khong dap, "Sean, anh
lam sao vay? Vira r6i lic kip nd bom thiéu chut nita anh da dim 1én day

"

dan.
"Thuc xin 101."

"Khong sao ca, may 1a hom nay chi c6 nhiém vu kip nd, dim thi dim
théi, bat qua to1 théy tam trang anh thyc sy khong tbt."

"Rick, néu Hawkins noi chi can cau lén giudong vt anh ta, anh ta s€
khong mang cau di theo lam nhi€m vy, cau c6 dong y khong?"

Tay Rick run 18n, chiéc Hummer chay thanh hinh chit S. Rick nudt nudt
nuéc miéng, nhin qua guong chiéu hau vé phia Hawkins dang ngdi phia

sau, "Nhu vay.......... tinh hudng nhu vay han 1a s& khong phat sinh di?"

"Vi sao?" Sean theo ban nang héi lai, nhung trén thuc té chinh anh cling
biét tinh hudng nhu vay khong thé xay ra. (HO hd, con xem 1 véi ai... ==+)

"Boi vi.......... " Rick kho xtur so so dau, phia sau, Hawkins van khong co
phan Ung, "To61 khong hop khau vi ctia anh ta."

"A..." Sean gat gat dau, ti€p tuc di vao coi1 than tién cua minh.
Hai ngay sau, Sean bi yéu cau di dén van phong diéu tra.

Khi anh bi goi di, Rick ngan lai, "Sean, lam sao vay? Tai sao bon ho lai
tién hanh diéu tra véi anh?"

"Baéi vi to1 viet bao cdo to giac mot tén si quan khon ki€p xam pham tinh
duc cap dudi cia minh." Noi xong, Sean lién di theo nguo1 truyén Iénh.

Tién vao phong diéu tra, Sean hanh 1&, sau do hai tay nam lai dit sau
lung, 13y tu thai chuan chd 1énh dtng trude mat ba diéu tra vién.
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"Anh chinh 1a Trung si Sean Elvis?"
"Yes, Sir."

"Anh t6 cao Thuong ty Johnny Ogilvy cua ddi xe boc thép xam pham
tinh duc cap dudi ciia minh?"

"Yes, Sir."
"Trung si Elvis, to61 hy vong anh hiéu dugc rang quan doi doi véi nhitng
ban t0 cdo nhu vay tur trude dén nay vo cung coi trong. Cho nén xin hoi, 1a

ban nhan anh bi xam pham phai khong?"

"Khong phai, trong bao cdo toi da viét rat rd rang, d6 1a cap dudi cia
Thuong ty Johnny Ogilvy."

"Nhu vay nguoi thu hai béi Thuong iy Ogilvy 1a ai?"

"T6i khong thé néi ra, Sir."

"Trung si Elvis, noi cach khac 1a anh t6 cdo Thuong Gy Ogilvy ma
khong hé ¢6 chirng ¢&, nhu vay chinh la vu cdo. Quan doi ddi véi toi vu céo
cling rat coi trong." Neudi si quan ngdi & gitta nhin Sean, anh mat sic 1ém.

g g Ng q g g

Nhung vao lic nay, ctra lai bi mé ra .

"Vily do gi cac ngudi mang cap dudi cta t6i di nhung khong hé néi véi
t6i mot tiéng?" Thanh 4m 1anh dam ma cudng lyc vang 1én.

Trai tim Sean run 1én, anh quay dau lai, thay Hawkins di vao.

S quan tham van nhiu may, "Xin hdéi anh 1a ai?"
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"EOD, tiéu ddi F, doi trudng, Thiéu uy Howard Hawkins." Hawkins chi
dtng trude mit ba ngudi bon ho, ngay ca hanh 18 déu khong thuc hién.

Ngudi s quan ngdi gitta dd mudn phat hoa, di sao hanh vi cia Hawkins
t6 rd khong hé dem céc si quan tham tra dé vao mat, "PAay 14 tham tra ndi
bd, Thiéu ay! Trung si Elvis td gidc doi trudng doi xe boc thép - Thuong uy
Ogilvy - xdm pham tinh duc cip dudi, nhung ban than anh ta khong dua ra
dugc ching cd."

Hopkins hir lanh mét tiéng, "Nhu vdy néu Trung tuéng Hawkins cia
don vi khong quin 725 cudng dam ngai, ngai sé dem cai gi ra dé 1am ching
cd 1én an 6ng ta? Vac cai mong cua ngai ra sao?" (*Cuo1 sac mau™ Hopkins
a, anh ding 14 ngudi con c6 hiéu!!!)

"Anh —" Vi si quan kia vira muon ding 1€n, ngudi bén canh lién kéo
anh ta lai, nhé giong no1 gi do.

Khong dén hai phit, sac mat anh ta lién thay doi, "That c6 1i, Thiéu ay
Hawkins, toi that khong biét Trung si Elvis 13 cap duéi ciia anh."

U6c ching bon ho bat dau kiéng ki than thé ciia Hawkins, ma ¢t xem
thai d6 khach khi cia bon ho dbi voi Hawkins thi han 1a nhimng 10i Rick
nghe don vé gia thé ctia y c¢6 thé hoan toan 1a su that.

"Pung vay, cau ta la cép dudi cua to1, con nita, cau ta khong noi dbi."
Hawkins nhiin vai, tim 1ay c6 tay Sean lién hudng ra phia cira di, "Néu cau
ta da t6 cao Ogilvy, vdy thi cac ngudi nhin ma tra xét cho tot." (Cai gi goi 1a
Ong troi con? Chinh 1a thé nay!)

Sean von dinh rat tay ra khoi ban tay Hawkins, nhung ngén tay y tua
nhu kim sit bop chit 1y khong tha.

Thang dén khi roi khoi can phong kia hon mudi mét, Sean méi duoc
khoi phuc tu do.
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"Sao anh lai dén day?" Anh khé xoay xoay c0 tay.

"Rick noi cho toi biét." Hawkins ldy ra bao thudc hom trudc Sean ném
cho minh, dya vao tuong, ddt thude.

Sean van nghi 12 ngén tay ctia Tién si Grey d thuc dé nhin, nhung ma
ngon tay cia Hawkins chang nhiing thon dai, xwong ngén tay lai rat tinh té,
cung cap.

"Pay la chuyén riéng cta t61, anh khong can phai xen vao."

Hawkins dung dau ngén tay dap tan thudc, khoi thude va tro tan lung
lay ubn luon trong anh nang.

"Néu cau som ndi cho to1 biét, cau da khong can phai phién toai viét bao
"

cao.
HA?"
Hawkins xoay ngudi di vé phia trudc, dé lai cho Sean phia sau lung.
"T6i c6 thé lam mot qua bom, n6 chét han khong phai cang don gian?"

Sean cuo1 nhao mot tiéng, anh nhu thé nao da quén, Hawkins 1a nguoi
dién.

Cudc tham tra ndy ciing ctr nhu vay khong giai quyét duoc gi, nhung
Sean ciing d3 tinh san, chi can tén khon Ogilvy kia lai 1am cai gi, anh lién
tiép tuc viét bao cao.

Budi chiéu, gio an com, Sean lai di dén ky tiac xa cua doi xe boc thép.

O cira doanh trai, Ogilvy ngdi trén xe quan dung tién vao.
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Sean khinh bi gi dén tan xuong tiy, cho di quan ham cia g cao
hon anh, nhung anh vin xem nhu nhin khong thay tiép tuc di vé phia trudc,
nguoc lai, chiéc xe kia bong dirng bén canh anh, cira kinh xe ha xuéng...
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Chwong 14

"Trung si Elvis, " Ogilvy hudng vé phia Sean né mot nu cuoi tu cho 1a
mé ngudi, "Cau cho toi thém khong it phién toai a."

Sean hanh 1¢ véi tran day y cham choc, "Thugng uy, néu c6 thé lam ngai
ban biu thém maot it s€ ctru gitp dugc rat nhiéu nguot."

"Bat qua co 1€ cau khong biét, cai chdi non nay cling khong phai 1a khau
vi cua to61. Ciling la nhu cau... mé61 c6 vé phu hgp véi thuce don cua t61."
Ogilvy chdp mat vai cai, &m chi rd rang mudi phan.

Sean nhiu may, anh thay buon non.

Khi di vao phong cua David, anh thiy tinh than cua cdu ta da tot hon
nhiéu.

"Hién tai tén khon kiép kia khong dén tim cdu, diéu do cling c6 nghia la
sdu ngay mot lan, cau s€ phai ding & dau hang." Sean cudi nhin David.

"Du vay ciing so voi mdi ngay bi han ta xem nhu dan ba ma st dung tot
hon nhiéu." David hir lanh, "Bat qua, Sean, anh phai can than, tén khén d6
1a ké bénh hoan, hin nhat dinh s& tim anh tra thu."

"Bénh hoan hon thé t6i cling da gip qua, Ogilvy di 13 gi."

"A? Con c6 ké con bénh hoan hon Ogilvy? " David dung nim tay dam
nhe vao anh.

https://thuviensach.vn



"Howard Hawkins." Sean dung mdt loai nglr di¢u than nhién “tiét 16”
tény.

"T6i dd nghe qua tén ciia anh ta!" Mat David sang ruc 1én, "Nghe noi
thanh tich d& b bom cua anh ta 1 hang nhat!"

"Pung dem han tr¢ thanh anh hung." Sean budn cuoi, lac lac dau.

Bat qua David noi khong sai, Ogilvy qua that s& khong dé dang budng
tha Sean.

Ngay khi anh trén duong tré vé chinh doanh trai cia minh, nim, sau
binh si dang nguo1i cao 16n vay quanh lai.

"Hey, ngudi anh em, cho xin chut Ita di!"

Xem tu thé cta bon ho, Sean duong nhién s€ khong kho dai nghi bon ho
1a t&61 muon bat Itra that su. Anh gap canh tay lai, dua vé phia ti 40, nhung
khi rat tay ra, khuyu tay 1ap tirc danh manh vé phia nguc ngudi ding phia
sau. Ngay sau do, ca nhom ngudi bat dau danh dam tai bui 1én.

Sean ha duoc hai gi, rit nhanh da c6 nguoi tir phia sau 6m chat ldy co
anh, khién anh khong thé dong day, chi c6 thé dung chan da.

Hai ngudi con lai cling sap dén, bon ho dem Sean d¢ 1én mat dat, tua ho
muon troi anh lai.

"Néu t6i 1a cac nguoi, toi s& khong ngde dén ndi dbi dau voi EOD." Mot
giong ndi khong nhanh khong cham vang 1én, may binh linh kia ngang dau

nhin vé phia nguoi dirng cach d6 khong xa.

Pbi phuong ciling khong cao, con mang theo kinh mat, vira thay s& biét
khong phai 13 tic chién quan nhén.
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Sean nhiu nhiu may, ngudi thanh nién nay thoat nhin thuc quen mat, anh
bdng nhién nhé téi thang trudc anh cing Rick dén van phong cta Tién si
Grey da gap nguoi nay, anh ta la si quan phién dich Eric Kul.

"Khong phai chuyén cua anh, dung chd mom vao!"

Eric nhan vai, "Cac nguoi 13 linh cua d6i xe boc thép phai khong? Vé
sau khi di tuan tra gip phai bom, ciing dirng tréng mong vao bt ctr mot tiéu
t6 EOD nao chiju nhich nguol hanh dong. Cac nguoi biét, dong vao mat tiéu
t6 EOD 1a dic t6i tit ca quan EOD!"

May binh linh nay thoang do dy, tua ho ciing hiéu dugc dong vao linh
ciia mot binh ching khac thuc dé dang giy ra xich mich véi ca binh ching
d6, nhung ménh 1énh ctia Ogilvy bon ho lai khong thé khong phuc tung.

Eric hr mot tiéng, "Viéc cadc nguoi lam to61 déu da thay, chang 1€ cac
nguol muodn to1 bao cao 1én trén dé ho di€u tra thu truéng cua cac nguoi
sao?"

Vai tén linh nghe thé, déu dimg day budng Sean ra, kéo anh 1én, vd vd
vai anh no6i, "Ha ha, nguot anh em.......... Chung t61 cling khong c6 cach

nao...

"Cau thuc c6 thé danh, vai ngudi ching té1 déu khong ap dao duogc
cau!" (Chan cho a chan cho, ma thi a ma thil=.=

Sean dua tay quét qua khoe moi bi danh bam tim, cam kich nhin vé phia
Eric.

"Khong can khach sdo, t6i nghe noi anh viét thu to giac Ogilvy?" Eric
so v6i khi vira toi Baghdad den di rat nhiéu, tuy rang dang ngudi méanh

khanh nhu trude, nhung ciing di ¢6 vai phan khi khai dan ong.

"Pung vy, anh ciing biét Ogilvy?"
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"Luc con lgn kia vira nhin thay t61 lién mudn lam gi do... nhung sau khi
han biét cau cua t61 1a b trudng quan nhu thi lién an phén ."

"Lan nay mac k¢ noi thé nao, déu phai cam on anh."

"Khong can khach khi, néu lan sau con lgn kia con phién toai anh, anh
phai n6i cho t61 biét, dén lugt to1 viét don yéu cau dicu tra."

Trén dudng tr& vé phong, Sean vira lac di ngang qua phong cua
Hawkins.

Anh nghi dén luc nay ga dién kia han 1a dang ngt, du sao tén kia khong
ngu trén muoi tiéng mot ngay thi xac sudt y noi dién sé rat cao.

Khi anh di qua trudc ctra s6 ctia y, khong nghi téi lai nghe thay y goi tén
minh.

"Sean."

Sean dung lai tai chd, khong mudn quay dau lai, bai vi anh khong mudn
Hawkins nhin thiy khoe miéng bi ddnh sung ctia minh.

Ngay tai khi anh quyét dinh lam b khong nghe thay tiép tuc di vé phia
trudce, giong noi lanh 1€o kia cang phat ra ro rang.

"Sean, t6i biét cau nghe thay."
Biu mdi, Sean quay dau lai.
Hawkins tu nhién nhan thay vét thuong cta anh, y ra hiéu cho anh tién

Vvao.
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Ctra md, Sean di vao.

"Cau cung ai d6 danh nhau ."

"Mot chut hiéu 1am nho nho, cdi nhau." Sean khong mudn Hawkins biét
1a Ogilvy cho ngudi dén gy sy véi anh, anh khéng mudn minh tré nén
giong nhu dira tré con bi nguoi khac an hiép lién chay vé tim cha me khéc
16¢ ké 1é. (Sai! La tim chong!=.=+)

Hawkins luu loat 1y ra hom thude, dem thudc mé thoa 1én khoe moi
Sean. Khuon mit y nghiéng di mot cai goc dé hoan hao, khién cho ca khuon

mit lanh nhu biang bong nhién nhu hoa han lai.

Sean ha miéng tho ddc, co chat dau. Anh khong nghi Hawkins s& thoa
thudc cho minh.

"C6 thé danh ciu bi thuong..., ddi phuong c6 bao nhiéu nguoi?"
Hawkins hoi nghe thuc tily ¥, y dong hom thude lai, nhin vé phia Sean.

"Nam."
"Cai nhau vi chuy¢n gi?"
"T6i khong nho rd, hét thay phat sinh thue ky quic.”

"Vay sao." Tuy rang ngit diéu co6 vé than nhién, nhung Sean biét
Hawkins khong tin 101 anh.

"Néu khong co viéc gi khac, toi tré vé duge roi cha?" Sean vira dinh
dung day, Hawkins di kéo 1ay anh, anh héi "Chuyén gi?"

"Cau no1 cau tu hoc vé mach dién?" Hawkins ho1 nghiéng nghiéng dau.
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"Pung vay." Sean khong rd Hawkins héi anh chuyén nay lam gi. Phai
biét rang tri nhd ctia Sean cling 1a cua Vincent, n61 v€ mach hoc voi anh
qua thyc 1a don gian nhu van nap mot chai nude khoang.

"Vay ¢ lai day thém mot 1at di, t61 c6 mdt vai tht mudn cau xem."
Hawkins mot ban vé mo ra, dat 1én ban.

Sean vuon dau ra nhin, d6 1a mot s6 mach dién ctia bom dién tir.

"Tat ca déu 12 bom do Montero ché tao, nhung chiing khong hé duoc
thao d& thanh cong, tit ca déu duoc han sir dung tai Ap-ga-ni-xtan."

Sean nhan lay xem, anh khong thé khong thira nhan Montero tuy rang 1a
ké dién, nhung tuyét dbi 1a mot g dién thuc thong minh. (Anh Hbp nha em
cling y vay do!==

Nhitng qua bom dién tir nay duoc thiét ké thuc tinh vi, cit nham bét ctr
soi day nao déu s& gdy bao tac. Cho du c6 dua theo dung phuong phap ma
cat, cudi cting van khong tranh khoi dung dén nhan bom.

Sean léy but, phan tich huéng mach dién, lai hi hoay viét ra mot vai
cong thue dién, cling liét ra mot vai phuong phap thdo dé ma binh thuong
cac ky thuat vién thao bom s€ khong sur dung.

Sean nghiéng mit nhin, phat hién Hawkins lang nghe rat cham chu.

Neét mdt y c6 mot loai mi luc cuc thuan tuy, co thé noi 13 bam sinh troi
pht.

Khi Hawkins 14y cdy bat khoi tay Sean, ngén ut cua y ngoac 1ay ngon
tay anh, than thé Sean mat tu nhién, run ray, Hawkins nghiéng dau nhin

anh.

"Sean."
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"Tro1 to1 ro1, to1 con chua an bira to1."

"Puoc ro1, to1 con mudn xem xét thém mot chut." Hawkins cam but trén
giay tiép tuc ve.

Sean nhin bong dang y, buon cuoi, day ctra di.
O nha an, Sean goi mot phan sandwich, vira can dugc hai miéng, lac
nay mat trong sO nhiing ga binh linh cua doi xe boc giap gay su véi anh luc

chiéu di td1, dat xudng trudc mat anh mét chai bia.

"Chao!" G4 chinh 1a ngudi lac d6 da 6m chat 1dy anh tir phia sau.

"Chao.......... " Sean c6 chat khong xac dinh dugc ¥ d6 cua ddi phuong 1a
gi.

"Chuyén d6, cu ciing biét day.......... Chiing t6i ciing khong ¢6 ¥ mubn
lam gi, chinh Ia Og.......... " No6i dén tén cua con lon nao do, tiéng ga ciing

"

ham hé cho qua, "Hy vong cdu dimg dé ¥.
Sean gat dau, anh hiéu bon ho lam nhu vay la vi Ogilvy ra 1énh.

"Moi cau uong chai bia, xem nhu xin 16i." Doi phuong chi chi khée
moi, ¥ tr 1a rat xin 16i 3 1am anh bi thuong.

Ky that Sean cling khong muén udng, ddi phuong tua hod ciing da nhin
ra, vi thé dem chai bia cam lai, c6 chit xdu ho gii gii dau, "Hay la thoi
cling duogc..."

"Pugc roi, bia t6i udng, nhung hy vong cac anh ding bao gio lam loai
chuyén nau nita." Moi ngudi déu 1a quan nhan, rat nhiéu xich mich co thé
quén di, hudng ho Sean ciing biét ddi phuong c6 duoc mot thi trudng “doc
d40” nhu vay ky that rat kho xur.
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Mé nip, udng can nira chai, Sean nhin vé phia d6i phuong, phat hién
anh mat gi khac thuong, miéng kh& khép mo, tya ho dang noéi "Thyc xin
16i!"

Sean ca kinh, ding 1én, dau vung huyén, phai 1y tay chéng mat ban
moi mién cudng khong nga xudng.

Luc nay, cho ngo6i bén canh tién lai hai nguoi nira, mot ta mdt hitu diu
lay anh.

Sean nhan ra, bon ho déu 1a linh & d6i boc thép.
"Xin 18i, nhung chiing t6i s& tim nguoi dén ctru cau."

Sau d6 bén tai anh la tiéng cuo1 cua bon ho.

"Tuu luong cua cau cling qua kem di!"

"Pua cdu ta vé phong, ngdy mai di lam nhiém vu c6 thé s& dau dau."

Sean ctr nhu vay bi bon hg mang di .

Anh cb gang khong nham mat lai, nhung 1a chi nhin thdy mat dat chao
déo. Pau nang trich, nang dén khong sao tinh tdo duoc.

Khéng biét di bao lau, Sean nghe thay 4m thanh cira cudn duoc kéo 1én.

Sau d6 anh bi dat ¢ trén mat dat, co thtr gi d6 xuyén ¢ hai tay cing hai
chan cua anh.

"Puoc roi1, cac cau co thé di."

Bén tai 1a tiéng budc chan roi di, ctra cudn lai bi buong.
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Sean ngui thay dugc huong vi kho khan, con c6 cira cuén.......... Noi nay
han 1a 1 kho vat tu. Ngon dén mau vang chot sang 1én, Sean cham rii quay
dau di, anh mat bi roi c6 chut kho chiu.

Mot bong nguodi xuét hién trén dinh ddu anh, khién cho ngon den bot
choi. Sean dung sttc m¢ mat, d6i phuong nang dau anh Ién, cho anh udng
mot chit nudc khodng.

Nudc khong ngimg chay vao trong miéng, ciing tran ¢ trén mat. Diéu
nay lam cho Sean thanh tinh mot chit, nhung d4u van rat ning.

"Trung si Elvis," ¢6 ban tay dang cham rai vudt ve khuon mit anh, "Ky
that ngdy d6 tir ctra sO phong David nhin ra, thdy cdu déng ¢ sin trudc ky

"'"

tic x4, toi da 1ap tic nghi rang ‘Han thoat nhin that su qué tuyét voi
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Chwong 15

Sean thd don, 10ng mudbn hét ban tay kia ra khoi mat minh nhung chan
tay anh khong hoat dong theo ¥ muén. Anh khong thé nhiic nhich.

Sean cam giac c6 thu dinh udt gi d6 ludt qua vanh tai, giong ndi cua
nguoi dan ong quanh quan, hoi thd noéng hoi pha ra chap chon thoi vao
trong tai anh, "Cung o1, ta thich nhin dang vé ctia cung luc nay.......... RO
rang 12 mot ké rat cudng nganh, gio day ciing chi ¢ thé vo luc nam ¢ noi

nay, ma ta muon thé nao déu co the."

Sean nhin mit cau may, nu6t nuéc miéng. Trong ngudi anh bdng trdi
day mot cam giadc kho nong bat thuong, lan theo ting mach mau ma tran ra
khap toan than.

"Cam thay rat nong?"Thanh am kia nghe vao tai thyc dam loan, Sean c6
chat khong kién nhan khé dong day canh tay.

Ogilvy n¢ nu cudi, vén cao mép 4o so mi cua Sean 1én phia trude, dé 1o
ra duong cong giau suc co gian cua co bung, han cai dau .......... , 40 SO mi

dugc 16t ra khoi dau anh, quén quanh hai co tay anh.

Hai nim va tinh té run run dtng thang trong khong khi, Ogilvy that
mudn 14p tirc phac 1én ngdu nghién ching.

.......... , Ogilvy ngang dau Ién, nhin vé phia khuon mat Sean.

Hai tay hian cha vudt qua nguc Sean, kéo thanh mot duong thang day

"

khao khat, di dén hai ma anh, "Cung oi, cung that xinh dep..........

Nhiing 16i ndy 1am cho Sean muén nén mira. Tuy than tri anh khong thé
hoan toan tinh tio, nhung anh van biét rd Ogilvy dang 1am gi véi minh.

https://thuviensach.vn



"Cuc cung cua ta.......... " Ogilvy hon 1én hai mat Sean, "Thi ta cho cung
udng s& lam cho chiing ta c6 mot dém thuc dién cudng!"

Sean mo ho, lai thAm cudi lanh, diing vay, qua dém nay anh s& bé gy
chéan cua con lgn nay, sau d6 troi hdn sau xe tang dem lat duong cai!

Ogilvy muon hon moi Sean .......... , Sean mim chdt moi, nhung néu
Ogilvy dam dua ludi vao dén, anh s can dat no.

Ban tay Ogilvy cang ngay cang kich liét, n6 cham rai di chuyén xuéng
phia duéi véi vao trong quan dai ctia Sean, .......... :

"Elvis, ta van luén mudn ném thtr huong vi ctia bd doi dic ching mot
lan. Phai biét rang nhitng nguodi truong ky thy huan luyén.......... noi dé nhat
dinh cling s€ bop thuc chat, nhin xem mong cua cung, chi can so thoi cling

"

da thay so v6i nhitng nguoi khac that mé hon..........
Ha than cua Sean lanh toat di, ..........
That sy mau o1 ra!

Ogilvy, tén khon kiép nay chi 1a mot con lon ngu ngde, anh doi y! Anh
mudn cho xe ting can qua dau hin!

Ngoai cura bong truyén dén tiéng chan nguoi d4 am am, ngay sau do la
tiéng dan ban vao kim loai.

"Me no

ngay cd quan nhu phia trong kho hang duong nhu cting rung ca 1én!

Ogilvy may chét chac ro1!" Tiéng gdm cua Sniper khién

"Fuck you —— l3p tirc m¢é cura ra cho tao!!!" Tiéng Seo hét 16n cling
vugt qua ca hiéu rng am thanh cta cinema.
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Ogilvy dang ghé vao giita hai chan Sean ciing run 1én cam cap, ngd ngoi
vao bén canh Sean, "Nhu thé nao c6 thé.......... Bon ho sao c¢6 thé dén day!"

Sean tham cuoi lanh, gi khon kiép nay dung 1a mot con lon khong co
gan!

Pung vay, kho quan nhu thudng co rat it nguoi lui toi, nhung néu lam
“mat that” cho Ogilvy lam méy thr chuyén thu vat nay, that su 1a sy si nhuc
cho danh du ctia quan doéi!

Ogilvy dung lén, di to1 di lui trong kho hang.

Duong nhién Sean chi c6 thé cam gidc than anh ctia han anh luc an luc
hién.

Lai loang xoang mot tiéng, ctra cudn bi kéo 1én.
Co6 nguoi di dén, s6 ngudi con khong it.

"A——Tro1 a,

giap Sean cdi bd day thung troi chan tay anh.

Sean ——" Pay la giong cua Rick, cau ta chay téi

Ogilvy nuét nudt nudc miéng, lui v€ phia sau hai buéec.

"Dan cdu ta di." Giong Hawkins lanh nhu bing quanh quan trong kho
hang, sau d6 y nang co tay 1én, trong tay 1a mot khau sung ngan, 1én dan rat
nhanh nhen luu loat, sau d6 y gio sting 1én nham ngay Ogilvy.

"Hey! V0 luan t61 lam chuyén gi.......... Péu co6 diéu tra ndi bo hodc 1a
toa an quan su.......... Cac nguoi.......... Cac ngudi khong thé 1am nhu
Vay...oo.... " Ogilvy xua xua hai tay, khong ngimg lui vé phia sau, thang dén

khi lung dap vao mgt thung quan nhu.
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" Hawkins.......... " Rick khiéng Sean 1én lung, c6 chut lo lang bon ho xtc
dong s€ lam ra chuy¢n gi khong nén.

Seo cung Sniper day nhe Rick, "K§ thuat binh, noi nay khong c6 chuyén
cua cau, mang Sean di tho1."

"Nhung ma..........

"Pua cdu ta dén chd Béc s Lewis." Hawkins khong quay dau lai, hong
sung van dang chi vao Ogilvy.

Rick mang theo Sean di ra ngoai, di chua qua xa chot nghe thay tiéng
sing ba ba ba khong gian doan, va ca tiéng vo dan roi trén mat dat gion
vang, Rick can ring mot céi, khong quay dau lai, khiéng Sean tiép tuc di.

Trong kho hang, Ogilvy dinh sat vao trén hom quan nhu phia sau lung,
mui khoi siing tran ngap. Han run ray hoang s¢ nhin nguoi dan ong truoc
mat, tit ca nhirng vién dan vira r6i co ho bay sat sat qua bén than hinh han,
gam vao trong thung quan nhu phia sau.

Han nghi minh s& chét!

Nguédc mit 1én, han nhin thdy vé mit lanh tanh ho hitng cua Hawkins,
gdc miéng ctia y hoi hudng vé phia trude, cudng bao ma loi hai..........

Ogilvy ¥ thitc duoc, ¢6 18 lic ndy day han that sy s& chét!

"Xem a, xem a, ngudi ndy run cling dit that!" Sniper lay thudc 14 ra, 4m
thanh lach cach cua bat Itra [am cho Ogilvy co ho phai hong mat.

"Ha, nhin xem thuong ty Ogilvy than mén cua ching ta thé nhung té ra
quan !" Seo ciing cudi lanh, di lén.

https://thuviensach.vn



Hawkins tirng budc mdt tién vé phia han, Ogilvy hoang s¢ ngtra dau,
mat thdy y dem hong sting ké 1én tran minh.

Sniper muon tién 1€én, nhung S¢o ngan anh ta lai.
Co sung dugc siét lai.......... , nhung chi c6 xoach mot tiéng gion vang.

Ogilvy giuvong miéng, tuyét vong nhin Hawkins, that 1au sau mdi phan
g lai, khau sung kia khong con dan.

Thanh am khinh mi¢t cia Hawkins vang 1én, "May con khong xing
duoc tao giét." Noi xong, y tha sung tro lai bén hong, di ra phia cira.

Bén ngoai c¢6 linh tuan tra di dén, déu l1a nguoi cia doi boc thép.

"Hey, cac nguoi dang lam gi!" Bon ho ghim sung tién vao, chi vé phia
Sniper cung Se¢o.

"Nguoi nay danh thudc mé linh cia EOD, mudn lam chuyén tha vat gi
dau!" Seo chi chi Ogilvy ngoi xudi lo trén mit dat.

Hai g binh linh nhan ra Ogilvy, diéu ndy 1am cho Ogilvy nhu duoc ciru
vét, thiéu chat nita khong c6 nhao lén 6m cham léy ho, "Mau dan ta di! Bon
ho muén giét ta!"

Hai nguoi linh nhin nhin nhau, "Cau biét han khong?"

"Khong biét, nhin khong ra 13 ai!"

"Ta la Ogilvy! Thuong uy Johny Ogilvy a!" Ogilvy vira dinh di dén, da
bi Seo gio chan ngan can.
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Hai nguoi linh cudi khé mot tiéng, "Thuong Gy Ogilvy cua chung toi
binh thuong mac chinh t&, hon nita nho nha 1& do, ong lam sao giéng duoc
ong ta! Néu khong ong chd mot chut, t6i di goi thém ngudi quen biét
Thuong ty Ogilvy téi dé cho bon ho nhan nguoi!"

Ky that sau khi Sean guri don t6 giac, trong doi boc thép tuy rang rat it
nghi luan vé Ogilvy, nhung rat nhiéu nguoi da tham khinh bi han. Hon nita
Ogilvy qua that ra tay voi cip dudi ciia minh, ddy 1a mot bi mat cong khai

trong khip d6i boc thép.

Bon ho d3 sém muon day do han, dang tiéc tim khong thay co hoi. Hién
tai c6 nguoi khac ra suc, bon ho cam on con khong hét.

Hai gi binh linh cham cham roi di.
Seo cung Sniper hoat dong ¢ tay, no nu cuoi.

"Ha, ba nguo1 chung ta cung nhau thich thi mot chat di ——" (*3P* a,
ka ka ka ka ka "....)

Tt trong kho hang truyén dén tiéng Ogilvy kéu tham thiét cting van xin.

Rick mang Sean di vao phong quan y, day cua ra lién 16n giong kéu,
"Xin hoi Bac si Lewis c6 ¢ day khong! Bac s7 Lewis!"

Mot nguoi dan ong mi¢ng phap phu di€u thudc, mat day rau 16m chom,
mac 4o so mi v&i quan quan phuc, 4o dai trang nhau nhi khoéc trén vai di

"

ra, "Cau goi quy hay sao
"Hawkins.......... Thiéu uy Hawkins.......... " Rick cam thdy ngudi Sean

néng ham hép, cho nén vira di vira chay dén déy, bay gio con dang thé hon
hén.
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Dang vé ca lo phat pho ctia nguoi dan éng duoc thu 1iém, "Hawkins lam

sao vay?"
"Anh ta mubn anh xem bénh cho Sean.......... La chién hitu trong doi cua
chung toi.......... " Rick dat Sean Ién giuong, sau d6 bat dau tan tinh ma thg,

"Anh la Bac si Lewis?"
"Phai." Nguoi dan ong lay diéu thudc ra, théd ra mot ngum khoi trang roi
dap thuoc, ném vao thung rac, "Chién hiru cta cac ngudi lam sao vay?" Bac

si Lewis xoay mat Sean vé phia minh, 13y trong tii 40 ra mot cai den pin
nho xem x&t dong tur cua anh.

"T6i khong biét.......... " Rick lic lac dau, "Hinh nhu 13 bi ‘thude’ .......... "
Bac si Lewis nhiu may, thap giong mang mot tiéng "Shit!"
"Lam sao vay? Bac si?" Rick lo lang mudn chét.

"Ai 1am? Vira thudc mé vira thude kich duc?" Lewis dem dng nghe dit
1én nguc Sean.

"Vay.......... Vay phai lam sao bay gio?"

"Cai gi 1am sao bay gid?" Lewis dit mong ngdi 1én ghé, "Toi labac si
ngoai khoa, phu trach mé ra, khau lai miéng vét thuong, ciing khong phai 1a
chuyén gia xtr Iy mé dugc véi kich duc!"

"Bac si! Nhung Hawkins yéu cau t61 té1 tim anh ..........

"Pung dung dung, t6i rat cam kich sy tin nhiém ctia gi ta danh cho ti.
Nhung t61 dé nghi cdu trudce hét hay mang mot chau nudce dén gilp cau ta
"

tinh tao tinh tao, sau do, di tim cho cau ta....... may nguoi dan ba .........
Lewis tua ho nghi téi cai gi lai bat cudi nhao, "Phai a, hién tai 1a buoi toi,
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khong thé ra khoi quan doanh, cho du c6 di ra ngoai, & Baghdad ciu ciing
khong tim thy gai diém."

Rick bj thai do khong sao ca cua anh ta 1am cho siap muén dién, "Béc si,
anh gitip cho anh ta di, con c¢6 cach gi nita khong?"

"Co a.......... Cau gitp cau ta co1 quan 4o, hién gid cau ta han phai nong
muon chét!" Noi xong, Lewis lién cam l1ay hop thuoc 14 di ra ngoai.

"Tur tur, bac si, anh khong thé di a!"

"T61 khong di con co thé lam cai gi? Cau mudn t61 nghéch mong cho
ban cau fuck, hodc 1a cau co1 quan cau ta ra cho t61 fuck cau ta?" Lewis
nhuan vai lién di ra, ma Rick 16 vé mat khoc khong ra nudc mat.

Rick dem 4o cung quan udt ddm mo hoi cta Sean cdi ra, thay noi...
d6... ndi 1én mét cai 1éu cao cao, chi biét cam théy thuc bat dic di. Cau ta
khong phai chua timg cung Sean xem DVD sau d6 tai chd “nghich sing”,
nhung tinh huéng hién tai khién cau ta suy tu khong biét minh c6 nén di ra
ngoai tim mot thung nude dén tat Sean?
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Chuwong 16

Lewis dang ngdi & trén bac thang hut thudc thi mot d6i gidy quan trang
xuit hién trudc mit anh ta.

"Hi, Hawkins." Lewis ngang dau, dua bao thudc 14 ra, "Lam mot diéu
khong?"

"Han thé nao ?" Hawkins khong dua tay ra don.
"Cau cling bict day, néu trang thudc mé thi ngu mot giac, non ra vai lan
s€ khong c6 chuyén gi. Con vé thudc kich duc... thi phién toai 161, cau han

phai tim mot ban tinh cho cau ta." Nu cuoi cua Lewis ¢6 vai phan tréu dua.

Hawkins mit v6 biéu tinh di vao trong, thiy Rick dimg ¢ bén giudng,
bd dang day tu hoi.

"Rick."

"Hawkins.......... " Rick budng tay ¥ bao khong biét nén phai lam gi véi
Sean bay gio.

Chi thay Sean twa vao bén giuong, hai tay véi vao trong quan I6t...
khong can nghi ciing biét dang lam gi.

"P1i ra ngoai." Hawkins nhin thoang qua Rick.
"VAy e Viy Sean lién giao cho anh!" Rick noi xong lién budc
nhanh ra ngoai, noi that, khong khi trong phong that su rat xau hod, ma bd

dang mé say cua Sean ciing qua that thyc goi cam, trong truong hop ndy ma
khong di nhanh, dén “anh ban nhé” cta cdu ta cling phai ding thang 1én!
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"Sean." Hawkins ng61 bén givong, mot chan gap khuc, vuon dai canh
tay dén vudt mat Sean.

Cap mat mau thuy lam hién tai khong 0 ti€u cu, so1 toéc udot md héi han
dan trén tran, d6i moi khé hé mo, thd gap gap.

"Sean." Thanh 4m cua Hawkins rat nhe, lai mang theo vai phﬁn dau tiéc.

Sean nuot nudt nudc mieéng, lac lac dau nhin vé phia Hawkins, hinh anh
trudc mat anh rot cuc rd rang 1én.

Hawkins nghiéng mat, khuén mat tuan my, vé mat von lanh lung luc
nay bi d6i 16ng may hoi nhin lai ma ting thém vai phan cam duc.

Tim Sean dap rat nhanh, Hawkins trong mét anh bdng nhién tré nén vo
cung goi cam. Anh rat tay ra khoi quan, 6m lay hai bén ma Hawkins, ghi
tran ho lai véi nhau.

H6 hép thé 4ch tira nhu mdi lira, anh 1ap tirc chay 1én.

Sean nghiéng dau mudn hon Hawkins, d6i phuong lai kh& ngira dau ra
phia sau, Sean thay d6i goc do, van mudn hon, doi phuong nghiéng mit di,

khién méi anh lai thit bai.

Sean co6 chut tuc gian, tim 1ay 40 Hawkins kéo lai gan, an y 1én giuong,
sau d6 chom 1€n phia trén nguoi vy.

"Sean." Hawkins nhin Sean.
Sean hit mot hoi, bdng nhién y thirc dugce cai gi.
"Fuck! To1 me no dang lam cai gi! To1 dang lam cai gi!" Sean c6 chut

khong khéng ché duoc cam xuc, roi givong ngdi bét 1én dat, Hawkins cham
rai ding day, nhin Sean.
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"Sean." Bat dau tu luc tién vao, Hawkins cling chi goi tén anh, nhirng
161 du thtra chua hé noi.

"Con me né! Néu khong muén bi toi fuck chét thi anh ding c6 goi tén
t6i nita!!!" Sean cudn minh trén mat dat, hai tay.......... , anh cam théy buc
boi, budn phién ma bdi rdi, tw minh... nhu thé ndo déu khong dén duoc san
khoai.

Hawkins di dén phia sau anh, bong nhién kéo anh vao long, 6m chit
anh.

"Budng!!!" Sean cam théy minh 13 mot ké vo liém si, vira roi, trong mat
nhay mét, anh that sy mudn bat chép tat ca d¢ Hawkins ra ma lam..., nhung
cho du Hawkins 1a mdt ga dién, chinh anh ciling thuong xuyén udc gi y som
mot chit bi bom n6 banh xac, nhung y van 1a chién hiru cia anh!

"Cau tin t61 khong?"

Ngoén tay Hawkins nhe nhang xet qua 1an da Sean, diéu nay khién anh
cang thém kho chiu dung duoc.

"Pi me céi tin tudng anh! Tin tudng anh mot ngdy nao do s& bi nd mat
xéac! Tin tuong di theo anh rdi c6 mot ngay nao d6 t6i s& hdi han! Tin twong
anh s& 1am t6i hdi han vi sao lai gia nhap EOD!" Sean dung strc mudn hat
canh tay Hawkins ra, nhung d6i phuong lai cang dung stc ghi chit anh vao
long.

Sean tuy thuc hdn loan, nhung ddng thoi anh ciing rat thanh tinh.
Khi lung anh ké sat vao léng nguc Hawkins, anh c6 thé cam nhan duoc
nhip ho hap phap phdng trim trong ctua Hawkins, tya hd ciing c6 mot ¢d

duc niém bi de nén lai & trong do, ma de nén cang chat, khi bung nd cang
dir doi.
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"Cau tin to1 khong? Sean!" Hawkins 1dp lai cau néi kia bén tai anh, qua
thuc tra nhu ma chu.

Sean nd nu cuo1 bat dac di.

"To1 tin tudng anh.......... Ngoai trir tin tuong anh toi con co thé tin
tudng ai..........

Moi ciia Hawkins ngam ldy vanh tai Sean, diéu nay khién anh trong
nhay mat mudn nhay dyng 18n, dinh né ra khoi vong tay y.

"Sean, dung sg. T61 s€ gitp cau dugc giai thoat."

Hawkins hon hon quai ham Sean, chdm rai xoay anh lai, hai nguo1 mat
ddi mat, khong biét khi nao thi, Hawkins dem Sean dit & dudi than minh.

"Anh dinh gitip t6i giai thoat nhu thé nao? Lam t6i? Hay la dé cho ta
lam anh?" Sean mudn cuoi to, "Toi thay anh.......... Van 12 cut ra di thoi!"

Hawkins nam 1ay khudén mdt né tranh ctia Sean, miéng nd mot ny cuoi,
Sean ngay ngan ca nguoi.

Mot giay kia, thoi gian tréd nén thong tha troi, ngay ca do cung cua doi
mat Hawkins cing khoe mat khé nheo, hét thay déu trd nén tran ngap hip
dan, kho c6 thé khang cu.

"Néu cau khong muon, to61 s€¢ khong lam cau. BPuong nhién, cau ciing
khong thé lam cai gi vdi t61." Hawkins noi rat cham, doi Sean ma noi, su
cham rai ay chinh 1a tra tan.

Sean hit mot hoi that sau, mudn vuon tay di an ui ha than dang thuong

cua minh, nhung Hawkins lai d¢ hai tay anh lai. Sean tht nang minh 1én,
mudn hat Hawkins xudng, d6i phuong lai goi tén anh 1én.
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"Sean."

Khong c6 ai s€ dung thanh am Ianh dam khong c6 cdm xtc nhu vay goi
anh, cling chua tung c6 ai chi can goi tén anh da khién cho anh cam thay
trai tim mudn nhay ra khoi 16ng nguc.

Hawkins cui dau, moi khé cham vao Sean, trong nhay mat ay, than thé y
cling muon boc lura Ién.

Sean ngang dau, .......... Hawkins chi hoi hoi nghiéng mat, lud1 Sean lién
bi an tr¢ ve€, cung voi do la mot hot mut vao xam luge dién cudng, khong hé
ti€t che.

Tét ca y thirc con sét lai cua Sean déu bi Hawkins mang di, cam gidc
duy nhat anh c6 dugc d6 13 vé sy mé say dién cudng cua Hawkins. Sean
timg dung hon dé chinh phuc phu nit, nhung chua khi nao giéng nhu bay
gio, hoan toan bi mot ngudi nam nhan dang d¢ ép minh nam trong 1ong ban
tay.

Sean c6 thé cam giac dugc ban tay ctua ddi phuong mot duong lan
xudng phia dudi, moi vudt ve ctia y déu thuc dung strc, khap tién hin trong
co thé anh.

Ban tay ctia Hawkins di té1 Sean.......... :

"Ha.......... ha.......... " Sean that than ngira dau, miéng hé mo, khong thé
khéng ché duoc timg dot ho hap dang cudn 1én.

Anh chua timg nghi dén, c6 mot ngdy ngén tay da timg phé giai vo sd

bom cua Hawkins s€ di vudt ve noi yéu &t nhat trén co thé anh nhu thé
nay...
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"Hawkins.......... " Sean ni non mot tiéng. Hawkins ctii dau, cham rai hon
1én mo1 Sean.

Nu hon cua y ciing gidong nhu ban than y, binh tinh ma day tu dé nén,
mot khi bung nd co6 thé khién ngudi ta sg hai. Ma Sean cam nhan duogc ¢
trong d6 duc vong chiém hitu.

Manh liét dén twa hd nhu tit ca moi tht thudc vé Sean, Hawkins déu
phai gitt [am cua riéng.

.......... Co 18 dugc hiéu chua hét, lai c6 1& boi sy tréu choc cua Hawkins
- Sean khé& churi bay mot tiéng - anh lai c6 phan tng.

Hawkins tién dén bén tai anh, nhe giong nodi, "Vi sao phai cy tuyét ban
nang cua cau?"

Sean nghiéng dau di ha ha cudi, "Pay khong phai 1a van dé cua ban
nang, ma la vi I€ gi td1 bi anh de¢ 1€n giwong cling kich phat ban nang?"

Hawkins ngdm lay cam Sean, dung strc mut va hon, ..........

Khi Sean.......... , anh kinh ting chui bay 1én, "Me¢ n6! Hawkins! R6t
cudc dd bao lau anh khéng giai quyét?!" Hawkins dit ¢ trén tay Sean,

Poi cho ngay ca ban than minh lai phong xuat mot 1an, Sean tuy rang
cam thay dau choang vang nhu cii, nhung 13 c6 chit ndy no ciing da rd rang
1én.
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Nu hon ctia Hawkins qua khung cudng, kia cin ban khong phai 1a dé
trén an..........

"Anh muon cung t61 lam tinh?" That lau sau, lic Sean hoi ra van dé nay,
anh cam thay minh giong mot ga ngoc.

Hawkins van d¢ trén ngudi anh, Sean nhiic nhich ba vai, ¥ bao d6i
phuong lin xubng di, nhung Hawkins van khong dong day.

"Sai, khong phai 13 cing cau lam tinh, ma 13 lam ciu*." (* & ddy han 1a
Hébp ka mudn phan biét sy khac nhau giita “make love to eachother” voi
“do sb”: cai trude 1a “ludng tinh twong duyét”, cai sau nghiéng vé “chiém
doat™.)

Sean khong biét minh 14y khi luc tr du, manh nghiéng nguoi lay tay
khuyu tay danh Hawkins nghiéng sang mot bén.

"Cai gi? Anh vura r01 n61 cai gi?" Sean co ho nd1 gian.

Hawkins nhin tran nha, .......... ( & d6 co6 hai con thach sung con dang
dudi nhau can nhau dit duoi? ==+)

"Troi a! Trot a!" Sean 6m lay dau, sau d6 manh quay dau lai, "Toi1 co
chd nao giong phu nit? Cho nao giong? Hay la anh ¢ qué lau trong quan doi
cling dién ro1?"

"Cau khong co diém nao giéng phu nit. Nhung t6i chinh 13 mudn fuck

cau." Hawkins thuc binh tinh, binh tinh dén tua nhu y mudn fuck chinh
chién hitu ctia minh cling tr¢ thanh mét chuyén thién kinh dia nghia.
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"Anh nhu vay....... cung cai tén.......... Cai tén Ogilvy kia c6 gi khéc
nhau?" Pau ctia Sean dau muon chét, anh rd rang cling nam ra san.

"C6 su khac nhau rat 16n." Hawkins néi, "Vi du nhu hom nay t6i ngi
cau, ngay mai dén phién truc, cau van phai ngéi vao chiéc Hummer, khi toi
g& bom, cdu van phai ghim sing dé phong sau lung t6i." (Anh thiét vo si
ma, an banh khong tra tién nghen, ka ka ka... 0%)

"Anh d 1au 1am khong cham t&i phu nit, Hawkins." Pay 1a Sean ¢ trong
con mdi mét cho ra két luan, "Bét dau tir khi nao thi........ Anh c6 nhiing thu
y tudng dién khung nay?"

Nguoi 6 trudc mat anh 13 Hawkins hay sao? Cai ké lanh ling tya ho cai
gi ciing khong dé vao mat? Cai ké co thé ngdi trong Hummer bon tiéng
dong ho gifta cai nang chang chang van khong nhtc nhich?

Sean tham chi con tudng rang ngay ca lam tinh Hawkins ciing khong
can! Y chi can mdi ngdy c6 bom c6 thé pha, c6 du thoi gian dé ngu 1a du

roi!

"Bat dau tor ngay dau tién cidu dén trudc mat téi bao danh, co I€."
Hawkins binh tinh noi.
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Chwong 17

G10 phut nay Sean c6 khong biét c6 bao nhiéu oan han sy thanh thuc
cung binh tinh cua vy.

"Chang 1& dbi véi Rick........ Va cac dong d6i khéc ......... anh cling tung
c6 thtr ¥ twong nay?" Sean tham ty an Ui ban than, néu Rick hodc 1a ai d6
nita cling ting trd thanh muc tiéu cua Hawkins, nhu vay it nhat day ciing 1a
hién tuong binh thuong, bdi vi khong hé it binh linh bi trudng ky ap luc,
d6i twong tiép xuc lai chi c6 dong do6i ma bat dau sinh ra loai ¥ tudng nay
vO1 nhirng nguoi1 bén canh minh.

"Khong co, cau 1a nguoi thir nhat, cling 1a nguoi duy nhat. To1 khong co
himg tha vé1 nam nhan." Hawkins cham rai dung day, cam lay quan mac
vao. Lién ngay ca dong tac kéo khda quan cling gon gang binh tinh dau vao
day.

"Vay to1 phai lam sao bay gio?" Sean ng6i dudi dat, ngira dau 1én nhin

Hawkins nhiu nhiu may, ném ra mdgt cau phi thuong c6 sttc oanh tac,
"T61 con khong c6 1am cau, cau lo lang cai gi?" Sau do6 y di ra ngoai, luu lai
Sean ngo ngan ngdi & chd kia.

Pau anh dau dén sap tac nut ra roi.

Céi gi goi 1a "To1 con khong c6 1am cau" ?

Ra khoi gian phong, Hawkins dung miii chan d4 da Lewis dang ngoi ¢

bac thang hat thudc, d6i phuong quay dau lai than nhién hoi, "Lam xong
152"
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Nhitng 161 nay khién Rick ¢ gan d6 thiéu chat nita dau sdc hoéng,

"DAau cua ciu ta rat dau, cho ciu ta méy vién thudc." Hawkins di.
Rick ding day di theo sauy, "A.......... Sean thé nao ?"

Hawkins ding lai, "Di doanh d6i xin phép, tiéu t6 chung ta ngdy mai
khong lam nhiém vu."

Lewis ngam thudc 14 di vao trong phong, nhin thay Sean khoa than ngoi
trén dat.

"Hey, dém ¢ Baghdad tuy rang khong qué lanh, nhung toi dé nghi cdu tu
cap cho minh manh 4o di."

Nhan thay c6 nguoi tién vao, Sean theo ban ning nhanh chéng kéo
chiéc chin don che khuét co thé.

Lewis cuo1 nhao mot tieng, ng61 xOm trudc mat Sean, "Cau cotinh than
nhu vay, xem ra Hawkins céi gi cling chua lam a? Thuc khong tht vi."

"Ping c6 nhic dén anh ta trudc mit t6i!" Tuong twong dén Hawkins,
Sean lién cam thy duoc hét thay déu 13 4c mong.

Lewis mo tu, léy ra mot lo thude, ném téi trude mit Sean, "Trude khi
ngu tién udng mot vién, nd s& giups dau cta cau khong qua dau. Bt qua
nhan tién ndi mot cau, Hawkins ciling khong té dén nhu vay, khong phai
sao?"

Sean liéc trang mat, anh mic xong quan 4o, lac lac lac lac tré vé ky tuc
x4. Von mudn tam mot cai, dang tiéc toan than khéng co khi lyc, vi thé
thanh that tién vao giwdng ma bat dau ngu. Rick & ngoai cira hd mot tiéng,
"Sean, ngay mai chung ta khong lam nhiém vu !Anh yén tdm nghi ngoi di!"
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skekok

Chuyén cua Ogilvy lan nay gay x6n xao 16n, sang sém ngay hom sau
lién c6 mot chiéc xe ro1 khoi quan doanh, mang han di .

Nghe néi hin bi danh giy hai tay hai chan, xuong suon ciing gy vai
céi, bi nguoi ta danh thach cao ding cang nang di. Khong ai dong tinh han,
cho du tré lai Mi, han cling phai chiu tham tra ndi bo.

Ma nam ¢ ky tic x4, Sean ciing cam thay rat mo mit, anh di uéng thudc
ma Bac si Lewis cip cho, dau dau giam bdt khong it, nhung ca mot budi toi,
mit anh khong hé nham lai ldy mot lan.

Hoi thé néng ruc cia Hawkins tua hd van dang mon man trén da thit
anh. Nhiing c4i hon moi méanh liét ma modi khi khong can than nhé lai, anh
khong khéi chot dua tay cham 1én miéng minh.

Bdng nhién, Sean nam & trén givong cudi 1én mot cach ngay ngd.

Rat tréu nguoi .......... Thé gi6i nay.

Pau tién 13 khién anh chét & Baghdad, sau d6 khién anh séng lai & b

doi dac chung, sau do nira anh tré lai Baghdad.......... Bi m{t ga dan ong tu
phu, ki€u ngao, lanh lung.......... Tom lai 1a vo cung khong on....... Coi
trong ?

Tién si Grey nham mat lai, gay gdi 1én lung dya sau ghé, dia nhac dang
quay déu déu.

Ngobn tay ong ta khé go theo tiét tau, vai tiéng nd manh cing tiéng stng
¢ xa xa bi bao phu & bén trong nhac khtc.
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Bong nhién, am nhac ngung lai, cai ghé trudc mat ong bi kéo ra, cod
nguoi ngoi xuong.

Tién si Grey khong mo mat, ong ta rat khong hai long doi phuwong quay
rdy dén phuong thirc tiéu khién ctua minh, vi thé ong ta mubn nghe ddi
phuong 18n tiéng trudc, rét cudc ai 1a ngudi pha hity thoi gian nhan nhi cua

ong ta.

Nhung vai phat qua di, nguoi ngdi bén kia ban tya hd van khong c6 ¥
dinh 1én tiéng.

O trong cai quan doanh nay, ¢6 thé 1am cho vin phong cua Tién si Grey
té ngat nhu thé chi c6 mot ngudi, Hawkins.

Tién si Grey m¢ mat, khong ngoai y mudén doi dién véi tdm mat ho
hirng ciia Hawkins.

"Lam sao vay?" Tién si Grey lay kinh mat ra, hai tay dat 1én trén ban.
That khé duogc dip Hawkins chu dong dén tim ong.
"T6i hon hin."

Tién si Grey dimg mot chit, "Anh hon ai?"

"Ong cling biét."
"Han a —" Tién si Grey ngura ngra nguoi v€ phia sau, "Vay han co
phéan Umg gi?"

"Han kho co6 thé nhan."
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"Tur tir, néu Hawkins d4 ra tay han khong chi c6 ¢ hon moéi > ma théi,
anh chang dai binh dang thuong kia han hién gio' di khong vimg moi ding."
Tién si Grey tinh té quan sat Hawkins, d6i phuong ldy tay chong cam,

nghiéng dau, tao nha cling c¢6 chit ti tim.
"Han qua that di khong vitng, bat qua t6i khong co ra tay."

"Vi sao?" Grey biét minh lam béc si tam 1y hdn 1a phai ngan can bat cu
mot quan nhan nao thuc hién hanh vi khong nén c¢6 doi voi dong doi cua
minh, nhung d61 vo1 Hawkins, ong ta chi ¢6 to mo.

O trong mat Hawkins khéng c6 quan ky cing dung sai, chi c6 y mubn
lam cung y khong muén lam.

Khong thé nghi ngd, y mudn lam chut gi do...... vOi tay binh linh kia,
hon nita suy nghi vé chuyén nay khong chi mot ngay hai ngay, nhu vay rét
cudc diéu gi dd khién y dimg tay?

"Po61 voi loai chuyén nhu thé nay ....... han thyc phan cam." .

"C6 thé hiéu duoc, " Tién si Grey nhun vai, "Chuyén cta Ogilvy di lan
truyén khip quan doanh, cho nén mdi mot binh linh dbi véi loai thu trudng
¢p budc thudc cép lam loai hinh .......... ‘ phuc vu ’ nay déu phan cam, néu
han 1 straigh vdy cang phién phirc."

"T6i khong mudn hin chan ghét t6i, nhung sém hay mudn han ciing
phai 1a cua t61."

Tién si Grey sO s0 cam nhin vé phia Hawkins, "Hawkins, trén doi nay
c6 rat nhiéu chuyén chung ta du doan duoc, nhung ching ta lai vinh vién
dirng mong nam dugc & trong long ban tay."

"Toi s& dat duoc." Thanh 4m ctua Hawkins thyc viing vang, tia ho diéu
y n6éi khong phai 1a y tuéng ctia y, ma la mdt chuyén da thanh hién thuc.
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"Han biét anh ¢ ¥ dinh véi han, hon nita anh tim dén t6i, ching t6 rang
han khong chap nhan anh, anh phai lam sao bay gio?"

Hawkins nhin Tién si Grey, Ong ta bi y nhin dén lanh c4 nguoi.

"Han han Ia s€ tim dén 6ng nhd c6 van, t61i mudn 6ng thuyét phuc han &
lai tiéu to cua t61." Hawkins dung 1€n, tur trén cao nhin xuong Tién si Grey,
"Néu khong t61 s€ da vang 6ng ra khoi quan doanh, cot vao xe tang cho ong

mién phi du lich."

Tién si Grey nhin theo bong Hawkins roi khoi van phong, bong nhién y

thirc dugc chuyén gi, "Tu tu anh n6i muon han ¢ lai ti€u t6 cua anh!

Han 1a t6 vién cua anh!"
Tro1 a! Hawkins thé nhung lai ra tay véi chinh t6 vién ctia minh?
Bon ho 1a nhitng ngudi cam doan su an toan cua y khi thao bom a!

Tién si Grey nhanh chong dem tu li¢u ra, tim dugc danh sach to vién
cua Hawkins.

La Rick hay 1a Sean? Rick 1a ky thuat binh, so sdnh v61 nhitng nguoi
khac ¢ trong quan doanh ma no6i cling thuc thanh ti, va lai con 1a sinh vién.
Hawkins tirng néi, anh chang si binh kia cudi véi y, khién cho y thém mudn
chét. Rick cudi ro 1én han 1a 13 qua mé ngudi di.

Nga, Rick dang thuong.

T tr......., can bt cia Tién si Grey xet qua bén m4, Rick khong phai 1a
loai hinh ma Hawkins thich. Nguoi Hawkins can han 13 cang thém cuong

nganh, doc 1ap, han 14 cang thém.......... Cang thém..........

Anh chup cua Sean bi hd so khac che, chi 16 ra nira khudn mat.
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Tién s7 Grey bong nhién nhé té1, chuyén Hawkins sinh ra cam giac voi
mot si binh.......... Ciing 1a sau khi Sean dén day.

"C6 1& minh han phai sita lai mot chit, khong phai Rick dang thuong ma
1a Sean Elvis dang thuong. Lay Chtia, Lay Chua, minh phai lam thé nao dé
thuyét phuc Sean ¢ lai tiéu doi ciia Hawkins?" Tién si Grey v€ mot chir thap

"

trude nguc, "Cau Chuaa ban cho con tri tué..........

Ong ta bat dau dung ngdi khong yén, tu hoi cd nén ro1 khdi van phong
trdnh né tat c4 nhitng binh si dén tim ¢ van tam ly, nhung 1a da cd nguoi
g0 cua.

"To61 khong co & day!" Grey theo ban nang ho 1én.

"To1 ly giai cau noi cua ngai la muodn cho to1 biét ngai dang ¢ trong van
phong." Ctra mé ra, Sean dung & noi do.

Tién si Grey ngtra dau gia ngoc, "To1 phai di ra ngoai ngay bay gio."
"Vay néu to1 noi t61 dang suy nghi xem cd muon ty sat hay khong, ngai
cling khong c6 thoi gian nghe t61 n61?" Sean cuodi cudi, Tién si Grey lai

chép mit cling khong chdp nhin vao méi anh.

"PBung vay.......... Pung vay.......... Cau cuoi 1én qua thuc.......... mé
nguoi.......... " Grey nhiu may, "Sao t61 lai khong sém phat giac?"

"Pugc rdi, toi ciing sip cudi khong ndi ." Sean ldy ra mot to gidy dit
trudc mat ong ta, "To1 dang suy nghi xem c6 nén ndp no di hay khong."

Grey thu liém tat ca biéu tinh, tan luc 1am bo nhu "chuyén nghiép", cam

lay to gidy kia, qua nhién 13 don xin thuyén chuyén. Ong ta tham thd dai,
con lam nhu thyc quan tim ma hoi: "Trung si Elvis, ndy 1a thé nao? Béi vi
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cong tac qua mirc nguy hiém, hay 1a boi vi cung dong doi ¢ chung khong
thoai mai?"

Vo6 nghia, duong nhién 1 van dé phia sau. Tén hon dan Hawkins chuyén
dua dén cho 6ng nan deé!

Sean hit mot hoi, nging hon muoi gidy moi cham rdi mé miéng noi,
"Bai vi to truong cua toi."

"Duoc 161, Hawkins to trudng cua cau qua that la mot ké kho co thé &
chung." Tién si Grey thuyét phuc chinh minh tiép tuc 1am nhu cai gi ciing
khong biét, sau d6 & Am tham can nhéc sach lwoc, "Héan rat 1anh dam, cau
1am hdu vién cta han nhung khong c6 cach nao trao doi suy nghi véi han,
t6i c6 thé hiéu cau s& cam théy dugc thyuc that vong, tham chi con sg hai chi
can co6 mot sai 1am, ca tiéu to s& mat mang."

"Vé& nhitng chuyén d6, t6i qua that budn rau.......... Nhung néd cling
khong phai 13 nguyén nhan dé t6i mudn chuyén di." Sean nhip hé miéng,
anh bong nhién khong biét nén dién dat nhu thé nao, "Tién si.......... Ong xéc
dinh v6 luan toi noi gi d6 v4i ong, ong ciing sé& khong dé ngudi thi ba
biét?" (Ai..., hai tir ngde nghéch!==

"Puong nhién, day 1a dao duc nghé nghiép cta t6i." Tién si Grey dung
anh mat phi thudng nghiém tic nhin Sean, nhung trong long lai dang néi,
dao dirc nghé nghiép chinh 1a cat cho, ong ta tuyét dbi sé khong dé cho
Hawkins cOt minh 1én xe tdng hoan du Baghdad.

"Pugc roi.......... Hawkins mudn lam tinh voi t6i ." Sean day day tran,
"Anh ta noi anh ta d3 nghi dén chuyén nay that lau ."
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Chuwong 18

Tién s1 Grey nhap hé miéng, "Cau cam thay khong giong nhu han chi
xuc dong nhat thoi."

"Pung vay, to1 khong c6 cach nao & lai chung mdt tieu doi cung nguoi
cO ¥y do ... v&i minh, t61 s¢ c6 mot ngay nao do, trong con xic dong, to1 s€
muon nhin thady han b1 bom né chét, hoac la....... Du sao toi cling khong

chiu duogc."

"Sean, trong thoi gian ¢ trong quan doanh cdu c6 doi tuong dé “tinh duc
40” hay khong?"

"Cai gi?" Sean khong 10 vi sao Grey phai hoi van dé nay.

"Tra 101 t61, Sean. T61 1a bac si tam 1y, to61 s€ khong hoi cau nhirng
chuyén khong can thiét."

"Co6. Angelina Jolie.......... C6 ay thuc goi cam."

"Pugc 161, cau s€ nghi dén c6 ay trong khi “nghich sing”, néu co ay
ding trudc madt cau, cau cling s€ mudn hon va dm co ay, nhung cau sé thuc
su quan hé tinh duc véi c6 ay sao?" Grey nghiéng dau, dung anh mat cham
chu tan luc khién cho minh ¢6 vé dang vo cung nghiém tuc.

"Puong nhién sé khong."

"Cling vay, Hawkins xem cau nhu ddi tuong do tuong tinh duc, vay co
nghia la hén nhét dinh s& bét budc cau cung hén 1am tinh hay sao?"

Sean ngan nguoi, sau do lac lac dau. Anh nhé té1 du vao lac minh uong
phai thudc kich duc, Hawkins cling chi hon méi cong thém hai ngudi co
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cung mot chd “choi sung”, nhitng chuyén qua dang hon han qua that khong
lam.

"Lai gia du, néu Hawkins that sy thich dan 6ng... Pugc 161, han thich
cau, sau d6 muon hoén cau, 6m cau, tham chi cung cau an ai la do ban, la
chuyén dang xau ho hay sao?"

"Puong nhién khong phai." Sean tra 15i roi lai cam thay c6 chut gi 1a la,
gidng nhu hét thay nhitng chuyén nay déu 1a chinh anh khong dung. (Hai tir
t6i nghiép, con da bi tén cdo gia ndy quay mong mong roi! TTATT)

"Hawkins 1 t6 truong cia ciu, ciing 13 ngudi tiép can véi nguy hiém
nhiéu nhat trong s6 cac cau, néu noi hin thich cau hoic 1a dbi vai cau cod
loai ¥ d6 gi d6 bat chinh, ciu c6 bao gio ty héi vi sao han khong chon Rick
lai chon cau?" Ngon tay Tién si Grey dap vao tran mat ban.

"Vi sao0?" Sean cling rat mudn biét, anh da suy nghi car mot buoi toi,
nhung cling khong nghi ra duogc.

"Bo1 vi han sinh ra cam gidc muodn y lai cau, Sean. Bi€u nay khién cho
cau cung voi cac binh si khac quanh han tré nén khac biét, co 1€ ¢ trong mat
Hawkins, chi c6 cau méi la chién hiru cua han, chi ¢6 cau ma thoi." Tién si

Grey thoang tira dau vé phia sau, nhin vé phia Sean.

Pay 1a mot loai tAm 1y 4m chi, ong ta dung qua rat nhiéu lan, nhung 6ng
ta khong biét dung véi Sean ¢ hitu dung hay khong.

"Cai gi?" Sean trimg mat nhin Grey.

Anh bdng nhé tdi 1an dau tién nhin thay cai ké bay ra tu thai khong sao
ca nam trén giudng & ky tuc x4 - Hawkins.

Y hoéi anh ¢6 biét chire trach ctia minh 13 gi hay khong.
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Anh tra 1061, t61 s€ trd thanh hau phuong cua anh.

Tién si Grey dem td don xin thuyén chuyén kia tra lai trudc mat Sean,
"Trung si Elvis, cau c6 thé dem 14 don nay trinh 1én trén, t61 khong cé
quyén ngan can cau."

Sean co6 chut sting s&, ma Tién si Grey da dung Ién, mdt 1an nira 1ap dia
nhac, nhac khtc lai vang Ién.

Tién si Grey tham cudi to trong 10ng, dng ta biét vira r6i minh da néi ho
16ng, boi vi mdi mot quan nhan déu c6 tam 1y ¥ lai chién hitu ctia minh,
nhung ciing khong phai mdéi nguoi s& d6i véi chién hitu sinh ra duc vong
chiém doat.

Sean roi khoi van phong tu van tdm 1y, ma Tién si Grey chéng tay 1én
dau 4m thim thd ra mot hoi, 6ng ta hy vong Sean s& khong di ra khoi mé
cung ndy, nhu viy ong ta thoat khoi ban tay ma quy ctia Hawkins roi.

sksksk

La don xin thuyén chuyén & trong tay Sean bi siét chit dén udt mo hoi.

Hawkins y lai anh? Y lai? Tur ngir that su rat budn cudi, cai tén Hawkins
tu phu lai ich ky kia c6 thé y lai ai? Y chi tin tudng ngoén tay y va qua bom!

Nhung nhé dén nhitng 10i cta Tién si Grey, anh bong cam thay duc
niém cta Hawkins d6i véi minh lai tya nhu khong dang so dén nhu vay,
tham chi hinh nhu 1a nhan chi thuong tinh. (Hai to¢r dang thuong, con da
hoan toan b1 “an” xong! TTATT)

Cho t61 nay, Hawkins tua nhu mot cai hom kin khong k& hé, ai cling

khong biét bén trong co cai gi, nhung tat ca moi ngudi van binh an vo su.
Nhung 16i ¢6 mot ngay, Sean khong can than nhin thdy dugc thir gi d6 &
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bén trong, anh bi doa tdi roi, giéng nhu m& ra chiée hop Pandora, tat ca tai
nan déu bi phong ra.

Poi cho dén khi Sean phan Ung lai duoc, 1a don xin thuyén chuyén kia
d3 bi md hoi trong long ban tay anh lam cho nhoe di, cai gi ciing nhin
khong ro nira.

"A. " Sean cuoi cuoi tu gicu, "Hién tai mi la rac rudi ."

Anh han phai cam on Hawkins d4 cho Rick di doanh b6 xin ngay nghi,
it nhét trudc sang mai, anh con ¢ thé nghi ngoi mot chit.

Khi anh di dén trudc cira phong, anh lai nhin thdy Hawkins.
O trén bac thang trudc cira, Hawkins ngdi véi mot diéu thude trén tay.
Cam y hoi dua ra phia truée, anh mat cing khoi thuée quan quyt, mang vé

quyén rii cia nguoi dan ong tung trai.

Rat khién nguoi.......... xa tu*. (* nghi xa x61, mo mong, lién tuéng lung
tung, v n61 Hawkins rat goi cam.)

Sean di dén trudc mat y, the dai.
Hawkins khong noi 101 nao, chi im lang hut thudc.
"Tién si Grey néi.......... Anh y lai t61, c6 that vay khong?"

Hawkins cham rai ngang dau 1€n, nhin vé phia Sean, "Sao t6i con khong
biét c6 chuyén do?"

Sean phu mot tiéng bat cuoi, ngodi xuong bén canh Hawkins, "T61 da
nghi hoan toan khong c6 kha nang."
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Thé gidi tré nén im lang, Sean nhin vé phia nhirng binh si di lai & xa xa,
ma Hawkins tiép tuc hat thude.

"Bicu gi da khién anh mudn lam chuyén nay vai t61?" Sean nghiéng mat
lai, 1an dau tién anh thay Hawkins 10 ra vé mat tu hoi.

"Cau ndi cdu muon tré thanh hau phuong cho t61, cau qua that da lam
duoc."

"Pugc roi, dieu nay cho thay anh da c6 mot chut tin cay t61."

"Con c0, cau nhin to1 va cuo1."

"Ta c6 cud1 voi anh sao?" Sean so so dau, "Nhung chiing ta 1a dong doi,
to1 cuo1 voi anh khong co gi ky quai. Chang 1€ may thtr nay da khién cho
anh c6 y nghi ..... v&i to61?"

Hawkins ném mau thuoc xudng dat, "Coé 1€ can ban khong c6 nguyén
nhan gi, cdu chinh la khong nén xuat hién."

"Pung, hét thay déu 1a sai 1am cua t6i." Sean cudi cudi tu giéu.

"Sean, ky that mdi mot lan g& bom, tdi déu bict cau dang & mot noi nao
do, thay to1 canh chung nhiing noi to1 khong thé nhin dén duoc." Hawkins
nhin cham cham vao mau thuoc 1a con dang bdc khoi, "Cho nén t61 c6 thé
lam viéc ma t61 mudn lam. Cho nén t61i co6 thé thuc binh tinh."

Trai tim Sean kh¢ run.

Hawkins ding 1én, "Cau s€ ¢ lai chir, Sean?"

Sean thé hat ra, "To6i khong biét. Anh c6 thé khong dem toi lam ddi
tuong ao tuong tinh duc dugc khong?"
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"Khong thé, néu ngudi hién 1én trong dau toi khong phai 1a cau, toi
khong ban duoc." Hawkins dung ngit khi binh tinh dich néi ra nhimg 15i
lam cho ngudi nghe thyuc bt dac di, "Nhung t6i cam doan vao lic g& bom,
t6i chi nghi dén bom."

Sean dimg day, vé phong.

Vao luc dong cira lai, anh bong cam thay hét thay déu khong thay doi,
anh tam thoi 13 t6 vién cia Hawkins nhu cii, nhiém vu cta anh cling khong
thay d6i, thim chi ngay ca tht “y tuong” ma Hawkins danh cho anh ciing
van dang ton tai, nhung trai tim anh tua ho khong con trdm trong nhu trude.

Ngay ca anh ciing khong biét 13 vi sao.

Nga vio trén giuong, anh von nghi mudn nam nghi ngoi mot chut,
nhung khong ngo lai ngt quén.

Théng cho dén khi co nguoil go cura that manh, la tiéng Rick, "Sean!
Sean! Dung 1én

ching ta ¢c6 nhiém vu!"

Sean xo0a xoa mat, lic nay mdi y thirc duge minh dang ngu, "Co6 chuyén
gi vay.......... Khong phai n6é1 hom nay ching ta khong can lam nhiém vu

"Pugc roi, tiéu té cua Seo lam khong xong, can chung ta trg gitp!"

Vura nghe dén 1a Seo, ca nguoi Sean déu ban 1én khoi giwong, nhanh
chong mdc quan trang, moé cura di ra, phat hién Rick cung Hawkins da dang
¢ ngoai cho anh.

"Pung lang phi thoi gian." Ngir khi cia Hawkins van tram thap ma ngan
gon.
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Ba nguoi nhanh chong nhay 1én Hummer, chiéc xe bay vao trong bong
dém Baghdad.

Khéng ai c6 thé tudong tuong, thanh phd bi ngudi ngoai qudc dong quan
nay, ban dém khong hé tich mich, nhitng ngon dén nhap nhay, vai quan bar
van sang, dan ban dia van ngdi udng bia.

Pén dudng lée ra, Rick bat dau tran thuat tinh huéng.

2h30’ sang, ba chiéc xe van chuyén quan nhu di qua ngi tu dudng trong
noi thanh Baghdad chuén bi tién vao quan doanh, bon ho lién phat hién mot
chut tinh huéng, d6 1a bén duong tya hd ¢ vii bom. Xe tai chd quan nhu
gay ra chan dong con 16n hon xe may gap may lan, ma nhitng qua bom nay
dudng nhu s& n6 khi co chan dong. Xe tai khong thé di tiép, dong thoi ciing
khong dam rat lui, danh phai dem tat ca vat tu thao xudng, timg nhém vong
qua duong khac van chuyén quay vé noi dimg chan. Ma tiéu doi cta Seo
thira 1énh di giai quyét bom, nhung kho mot diéu 1a, bom duoc trai doc may
chuc mét bén dudng, khong thé d& bo mot lan.

"Thyc than ky, doan van chuyén quin nhu thé nhung c6 thé phat hién
bom." Sean thuan miéng n61 mot cau.

"Nghe néi c6 mot tén xudng dudi mudn ¢ ven duong giai quyét... , két
qua phat hién c6 thir gi d6 giébng nhu day dan, cho nén lién xem xét mot
chat. Téi dam d6, nguoi anh em kia phong chimg phai dem nudc tiéu nghen
trd vé." Rick nhan vai, nhung Sean lai phat hién vé mat cua cdu ta thuc
climg ngac.

"Pimng so Rick, dém nay ciing nhat dinh khong phai 1a dém cubi cing
ciia ching ta." Sean v vd Rick, 1ap tirc nhin thodng Hawkins qua kinh
chiéu hau, vé mit cia y bién mat & trong bong toi, co thir gi d6 bat dau
khién Sean lo so bat an han 1én.
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Xe dirng & dau phd xay ra tinh hubng, mot vai binh linh dang dtmg canh
phong, duong nhién ciing chinh 1a Sniper cung k¥ thuét binh.

Seo mac trang phuc bao ho da di téi.
Hawkins hoi: "Tinh hubng thé nao?"

"Hai tiéng déng ho, ta chi d& b duoc trang bi chian dong cua ba qua
bom, nhung noi nay con lai it nhat mudi hai qua."

"Chung tiép ndi theo quan hé song song hay 13 xau chudi?"

"Quan hé song song, diéu nay ciing c¢6 nghia 13 chi cdn c6 modt qua nd,
chung ta lién bién thanh phan bén cho Bangdad. Néu con sét mot qua
khong thao, chung ta cling sé€ toi." Seo dich ho hép thuc trim trong, "Ong
troi, hy vong tién tro cap ctia quan doi cho t6i ciing du dé mua sita bot cho

con to1."

Hawkins xoay ngudi, di dén chd thung dung cu phia sau chiéc Hummer,
mang thung dung cu di sang khu phé bi viii bom.

"Hawkins!" Sean goi y lai, "Anh lai khong mac trang phuc phong hg!"

"Cau cling biét ca con pho nay déu la bom, néu thuc su bao tac thi cho
du méac thtr d6 choi kia t61 cling s€ chét." Hawkins than nhién noi.

"Ha, ngudi anh em, cdu qua nhién c6 gan." Seo 13y tay day day phia sau
lung anh.

Sean cuoi nhao mot tiéng, dang vy, day 1a Hawkins.

"Khi cau van con la t6 vién cua to1, hay nhéd ro 101 cau da haa voi t61."
Hawkins li€c nhin Sean mgt cai, lién di vé phia kia nga tu duong vang lang
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nhung lanh 1&o kia, bon phia phong 6¢ c6 mdt vai ngon deén van sang, cling
c6 nguoi dang vuon dau qua ctra s6 nhin xem xay ra chuyén gi.

https://thuviensach.vn



Chwong 19

B0 dam da san sang, Sean c6 thé cung Hawkins tro chuyén, nhung anh
biét trong qua trinh g& bom, tén kia s€ khong n61 véi minh cau nao. Puogc
101, trude lac ro1 khai, t61 s€ van 1a hau phuong cua anh.

Sean nang stng, chim chu quan sat khong bo sé6t mdi mdt ngon deén
sang trong dém, mdi mot ngudi dang tho dau ra nhin vé phia ho.

Sniper cling nang sung, di dén phia sau Sean, nhe giong oan gian, "Lan
nay thanh trang* rat khong triét dé, toi thdy ching ta han phai dem toan bo
dan ban dia quanh khu nay di tan di." (* dua tit ca moi ngudi khong phan
su ra khoi khu vyc g& bom)

"Pung vay, du sao néu s6 bom na bao tac, tat ca nhirng toan nha & xung
quanh day déu di doi." Thanh 4m cta Rick & trong bo dam nghe c6 chut
phat run.

"Pung s¢, Rick. Chang phai Hawkins di néi chi can anh ta néi cau lam
gi, cau lién 1am céi do, anh ta c6 thé cam doan cho ciu séng $Ot tré vé M§
hay sao?" Sean 1én tiéng an i, qua 6ng ngam, anh nhin thiy mot gian
phong cach d6 hon mot trim mét, ngon dén trong phong chdp tat chdp tat,
sau d6 co ngudi ra ban céng hudng vé phia nay xem, trén tay c6 cam tht gi
d6 giébng nhu dén pin, dang tiéc anh nhin khong rd.

"Hawkins, t6i nghi tt nhat anh nén quay tré vé." Sean biét qua bo dam
Hawkins c6 thé nghe thay.

"Sean, thiét bi on dinh cta 12 qua bom duogc d& bo ."

Sean ngan nguoi, day 1alan dau tién anh nghe thiy Hawkins dap qua bo
dam, thanh 4m traim thép tua ho nho song dién ma co6 vé tran ngap tu tinh.
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Nudt nudc miéng, than kinh anh khan truong dén sap vang tung toe.

Hong sting cta Sean van nhiam vé phia ban cong kia, anh goi Rick,
"Rick! Rick! Cau nhin xem ngdi nha bén phai nga tu duong cé thir gi loang
loang... Chinh 1a ngon dén dang chép tat!"

"Pi biét! Pang chit ché cha y!"

Seo ting néi, bom phong ching c6 12 qua, néu da d& bo duge 12 qua,
vi sao Hawkins con khéng mang theo sy kiéu ngao cua y chay trd vé?

Sniper tua ho d3 lién lac Seo, hoi tinh huéng.

Hawkins cing Seo di & trén ngd tu duong, y ngira dau ra vé 1a dang
kiém tra cot dén duong.

Hawkins di dén duéi mot cay cot den, luu loat treo 1én.

Thanh am cua Rick theo bo dam truyén dén, "Huéng 11h* c6 ngon dén
16e ra!" (*Cach dung vi tri ciia kim dong hd dé xac dinh phuong huéng)

Sean cin rang, "Hawkins! Me n6! Anh lap tuc cuat tr& vé cho toi!"

Luc nay, duong nhu S¢o da nhan dugc tin tir Sniper, dang chay tro ve,
chi c6 Hawkins vin dang tréo 1én dinh ngon dén duong, khéng hé c6 mot
chuat y dinh tré lai.

"To1 lap lai! Hawkins anh cit tro vé cho toi!"

Qua Ong ngam, Sean mo ho nhin thay trén ban cong kia c6 nguoi dang ti

sung 1én, ma Hawkins dang duoc anh dén duong chiéu sang ngoi, tir chd toi
ban chd sang 1a chuyén thuc don gian.
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"Sean, " Thanh 4m cua Hawkins rot cuc truyén dén, "Will you stay with
me ?"

"P6 dién ——" Ngoén tay Sean khau co sung, vién dan bay vé phia ban
cong kia.

Cung luc do, trén ban cong kia cling c6 anh Itra ban ra khéi nong sing,
vién dan da duoc ban ra.

Trén ¢t den duong noi Hawkins dang tréo 1én vang ra thanh am bi tac
nut.

Sean lui ra phia sau vai budc, cham rai nhin vé€ phia y, trai tim nhu bi
niét chat.

Y d4 bi ban trang ? Hay y con séng?
Hawkins dang tut xuéng khoi cot den.

Mot tiéu do1 binh linh nham vé phia ban cong ma Sean ngam ban, mot
tiéu doi khac tién vé phia khung ctra s6 ma Rick chu y.

Hawkins tya ho cam vat gi trong tay, cham rai di ra ngd tu duong, roi
tré ve to1 trude mat Sean.

Khong nghi nhiéu, Sean khoac sting 1én trén lung, mot quyén danh vé
phia mat Hawkins, nhung lai bi d6i phuong bat 1dy nam tay, "T6i goi anh

tro vé! Vi sao anh khong tré lai!"

Vra 16i anh da nghi dén, mot phat dan kia da bén trung Hawkins! Anh
tham chi nghi dén y phai chét mat!

Khong phai vi bom nd manh, ma 1 bdi mot vién dan.......... Piéu d6 cho
thay 1a Sean khong bao vé tt y.
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Hawkins dem mdt vat gi do rit nhé nhét vao tay Sean, binh tinh noi,
"Muoi hai qua bom kia déu 1a thu thuat che mat, trong diém 1a qua bom thur
13 nay."

Sean md long ban tay ra, d6 1a mot thiét bi cam ung chan dong, "Trén
cot den cling c6 bom?"

"Plng vay."
"Sao anh biét?"

"Bo1 vi.......... " Hawkins lat lai mat sau cua linh kién cho Sean xem, mat
trén viét "Montero": "Day 1a k§ xdo Montero quen dung, han khién cau nghi
ri‘mg cau d3 d& bo tat ca sd bom, nhung trén thuc té, & mot noi nao d6 ma
cau khong biét, van con lai mot qua."

"Qua bom trén cot dén kia ciing thudc loai kip n6 bang chan dong?"
"Pung vay." Hawkins lanh nhat tra 101.

Ma mot khac kia Sean tic gian dén bai son dao hai, anh quang cai kinh
kién kia vao mat Hawkins, tm 14y 4o y, Sniper cung k¥ thuat binh & gan d6
xem tinh hudng khong ding, chay voi téi mdi ngudi mot bén om lay Sean,
161 anh ra khoi Hawkins.

Sean dung chan manh m¢& da, dap, tuy rﬁng can ban la khong dap duoc
dén Hawkins, "Cho nén néu trudc khi vién dan ban tring bong dén, anh
khong g& duoc bd phan cam tng chan dong

vay qua bom kia cling s¢€
n6 manh!"

Bai vi vién dan ban thung tao ra chan dong cling khong it hon so véi xe
tai dam sam vao.
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"Pung vay." Hawkins chinh dén lai 4o.

"P6 dién! Con me nd, anh chinh 1a db dién!" Sean van gidy dua mudn di
danh y, Sniper danh phai cang dung strc de lai.

"Sean! C6 chuyén gi binh tinh né1!"
"Pung vay! Déu 1a dong doi, that vat va méi g& duge dam bom nay!"

"Sean, khong c6 cau, hdm nay to1 s€ chét ." Hawkins nhin vao doi mét
uat gian cta Sean, dung thanh am trong vat giong nhu bong dém nhe giong

r

noi.

Sean vung vay trong choc 1at, dan dan binh tinh lai. Sniper cung k¥
thuat binh budng léng anh, v vd bd vai anh, ¥ bdo anh c¢6 chuyén gi binh
tinh noi.

"Y anh Ia gi." Sean hoi y.

"Y t6i 14, rat nhiéu thoi diém, chi ¢6 cau ¢ thé ciru t6i."

"Cho nén t6i s& khong thé di phai khong?"

"Khong, 1a vi sao cdu phai di?"

"Boi vi.......... " Sean ngan nguoi.

"Bo1 vi t61 muodn hon cau? Vi t61 mudn 6m cau? Hay vi to1 mudn lam
cau?" Hawkins nghiéng dau, "Nhiing chuyén d6 cung g& bom c6 gi lién
quan?"

Sean khong déap duoc.

"Stay with me." Hai tay Hawkins ap nhe 1€én ma Sean.
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Luc nay, Rick deo stng chay toi, khong hé chua y téi tinh hinh dang c6
chut ky quai, "Hey! Quo duoc hai phan tir phan loan! Con c6 mot da bi
ban!"

Thanh am cua Rick lam cho Sean phuc hoi tinh than lai, anh lui vé phia
sau, thoat khoi ban tay Hawkins.

Mot phut kia, trai tim anh da ngung dap, bay gio mdéi kinh hoang nhay

1én.

skokosk

Poan ngudi 1ai xe vé téi quan doanh.

Sean khong tim rtra ciing khong dinh ngu.

Khéng trung bat dau tré nén trang sang.

Anh di vé phia phong ctia minh, ma Hawkins lai di theo sau lung anh.

Sean ngoi xuong trén bac thanh trude cira, Hawkins cling tram mdc ngoi
xudng bén canh anh.

H6 hap cuia hai nguoi viing vang déo dai, bon ho khong néi gi.

Thang dén khi trudc ctia quan doanh, binh linh da doi phién gac, Sean
mdi 1én tiéng: "Anh néi ding, vo luan anh mudn gi, nhitng tht d6 cing g
bom déu khong lién quan."

"Cho nén cau s€ o lai."

"Pung, du sao dot luan phién 1an nay con c6 hon 50 ngay s& cham dut."
Sean nghiéng dau lai, Hawkins xuét ra mot diéu thude.
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"Hey, Hawkins."
nAn?n

"Liéu anh c6 thé dung lai nhitng y nghi phién toai nay d6i véi toi duoc
khong?"

"Sean, " Hawkins cling nghiéng dau lai nhin anh, "Hién tai t6i c6 thé
hon cau khong?"

Nhiing gi anh vira n6i ra la vo ich sao?

Sean cui dau, mdt ban tay luén vao trong toc, buén nd nu cudi. Anh dua
tay rat lay mot di€u thuoc, ngdm Ién moi, dau thuéc cham vao di€u thuoc
dang chay trén mé1 Hawkins.

Dau hai nguoi tya vao co chit gan.

Khi diéu thude chay lén, Sean nhe nhang hat mot ngum, sau d6 nhin
Hawkins nhtn vai, "Van 13 dung thr nay thay thé di."

Sau d6, hai nguoi ngdi & chd kia, thang cho dén khi mat troi hoan toan
dang 1én.

dokok

Gan day Tién si Grey dudng thanh mot thoi quen, d6 13 khong bao gio
ngdi trong vin phong. Nguyén nhan khong co gi khac, ong ta khong mudn
gip Hawkins, ciing khong muon gip Sean. Ban ngay ong ta s& tdi ddi boc
thép [am mdt vong, nghe mot chut &p luc ndi tdm cua bon ho, gilra trua 6ng
ta di nha an, con phai tinh toan thoi gian thira dip cac tiéu to pha bom chua
tré vé, toi budi chiéu, ong ta lién cung 3 nit binh cua doi hau can noi chuyén
phiém.
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Nhung c6 chat van ménh 1a tranh khong thoat duoc.
Khi 6ng ta tré vé phong minh, Sean dang 6m cénh tay chd ong ta.

Tién si Grey nhuan vai, "Trung si Elvis, bay gio 1a thoi gian tan tam cua

A "

to1.
Sean nhic may chai bia 1én, "T6i 13 t6i tim ong dé udng."
"Thuec xin 15i, toi khong ubng bia."
"Nhu vay t6i udng, ong xem toi uéng ciing khong co thé chi?"

Tién si Grey dua vao cua, co chut bat dac di nhin v€ phia anh, "Puoc
101, 1ot cudc cau muodn no1 gi?"

"Toi quyét dinh tiép tuc & lai tiéu t6." Nhing 10i nay cua Sean khién
Tién si Grey am tham tho phao nhe nhom.

Mo ctra ra, 6ng ta ra hi¢éu cho Sean di vao.

"Nhu vay cau tim dén toi cling chi vi udng bia?" Grey 101 ra hai chiéc
ghé dua, hai nguo1 mat d61 mat ma ngoi.

"T6i t6i dé hoi 6ng, co phuong phap gi......... dem luc chu y cua
Hawkins chuyén doi dén nhitng ngudi khac?" Sean dung mot loai 4nh mat
khan thiét nhin Grey , diéu nay lam cho 6ng ta khong khoi thuong cam.
(Nga, Sean, con mudn dem “tai hoa” d6 1én dau nguoi khac! Thuc khong
ngoan! =.=+)

"Trir khi 13 anh ta bi nd chét." Tién si Grey nho giong than tho .

"Cai gi?"
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"Puogc 161! Puogc ro1! Bé cho té1 nghi xem.......... Neéu khong cau cung
anh ta lam mot 1an, cau cling biét hién thuc c6 kha nang huy diét tat ca mo
mong, cau cung anh ta [am mot lan, co6 1€ chiém dugc théa man roi anh ta sé

thoi khong....... dé mat dén cau nira?” Tién si Grey ciing thyc thanh that
nhin vé phia Sean, tan luc khéng cho dbi phuong nhin ra minh dang tiép tay
cho ma quy.

"Tién si.......... Ong dang noi dua? Toi tuyét dbi s& khong dé anh ta 1am

gi voi t61, mat khac dbi voi cai mong cua anh ta toi cling khong c¢6 hing

tha." Sean noi 1én mot than ndi da ga, dé nghi nay that su rt kinh tung .
"Néu nhu viy.......... " Grey dung day, di vé phia gia sach, tim kiém rdi

om mot déng DVD dat 1én trudc mat Sean, "Cung Hawkins xem di€n anh

di."

"What?" Sean nhin nhin dong dia kia, cai gi Titanic, Phiéu du con c6
Kiéu hanh va dinh kién v.v....
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Chwong 20

"Nhitng thir nay c6 ich lgi gi?"

"Cau ciing biét Hawkins d3 séng trong quan doi 1au lam, chi s¢ da sém
quén mat trén doi con c6 nhitng ngudi phu nit xinh dep dén lam cho ngudi
ta rung dong. Cau dem méy thir dién anh nay cho Hawkins xem, chinh la
gitip anh ta nhd lai dan 6ng cung dan ba & chung 13 ¢& nao tot dep cam giac,
c6 1& ngay nao d6 anh ta “choi sung” con c6 thé nghi dén mot nit dién vién
nao do trong s6 nhitng DVD nay, nhu vy chang phai cau da duoc giai thoat
roi sa0?"

Sean nhiu nhiu may, "Nghe dng néi téi sao cam thiy dugc truc tiép mua
AV cho anh ta xem cang hiéu qua?"

Tién si Grey dung lai mot chut, "Cau co thé tudng tuong dugce canh
Hawkins xem AV khong?"

....... Toi1 cling khong tuong tuwong dugc canh anh ta xem phim tinh

"Vay duoc roi, " Grey dua tay 6m lai dong DVD kia, "Du sao dé nghi
t61 c6 thé dua ra chi 1 nhu vay ."

"Tr tir, " Sean gianh lai ddng DVD, "Tbi thir xem roi néi sau."

Sean cam théy minh sép noi dién rdi, anh 13 mét doi vién dic chung
quan chinh quy ctia quan d6i Hoa Ky, gip phan tir phan loan du liéu linh
gian ngoan dén dau ciling c6 thé giai quyét nhanh gon, nhung gip duoc

Hawkins that su 1a d4 vao véach sit!

Ngay hom sau tiéu t6 ctia Sean di theo doi boc thép dén noi thanh.
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Rick 1ai xe, hoi c6 chut hung phan ma néi, "Quan doanh cua ching ta
sap xuat hién nguoi dep!"

"Phu nit?" Sean nghiéng dau lai, n6i that anh quay lai EOD da hon hai
thang cling sap quén phu nit 1a gi, "Pung ndi voi toi ngudi sap tdi 1a Ms.
Kim cuong bat hoai* a!" (* Y néi 12 nit quan nhan, minh dong da sat. 20")

"Puong nhién khong phai, 13 toc vang nguc ddy mong nd dai my nhan!"
Ngon tay Rick diém diém trén tay lai.

"Cubi cing ¢ phu nit, " Sean ciing trd nén mong doi, "Sao ¢b ta lai dén
day? Chic khong dén mirc quan doanh cho chung ta tim ‘ban gai’ di*?" (*
Quan ky a! ™)

"Nguoi ta 1a phong vién. Bat qua cho du dén ciing 1a dé phong van
nhimg anh hung chién d4u hoic 1a si quan cao cap, lién quan gi dén ching

"

ta.

"Vay cling c6 sao dau? Co6 thé nhin thay la t6t ro1!" Sean nd nu cudi,
"Cau ¢ day nhin dan 6ng nhin con chua c6 phat r6 1én a!"

Luc nay, xe thiét giap di phia trudc bdng nhién ngimg lai, Rick voi vang
phanh xe, Sean cing thang, so 1a lai c6 tinh hudng .

Xe thiét giap c6 ngudi di xudng.

"Khong khong khong, toi chi mubn ¢ lai Hummer." Rick hit mot hoi,

"

"Ngan van lan khong can 1a bom..........
M&t binh linh di vé phia ho, g0 cua kinh xe thuy tinh no1, "Hey, nguoi

dtng dau hang xe thiét giap phat hién trén mat dat c6 mot it day dién, cac
cau c6 thé di nhin mot chat khéng?"
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Rick nga vao lung ghé, "OK, sir."
Sean vO vO cau ta, ghim sting xuong xe.

Bon ho thiét 12p dung cu & cach con duong khoang mdt tram mét, diéu
khién may moéc ty dong di trudc xem xét.

Quan My g& bom dung mdt dang ngudi may loai nho co banh xe dé
trugt trén mat dat, dung khi chép hanh nhi¢m vy tra xét don gian va khi can
kich nd bom & cu ly gan. Phia trudc ngudi may c6 trang bi camera, truyén
lai toan bd hinh anh dén trudc mat nguoi diéu khién.

Trén mang hinh gidm thi, ngud1 mady mang theo cameras mot dudng xoc
ndy di tdi chd bi phat hién co6 day dién.

Sean phat hién, Hawkins khong chi c6 ty tay g& bom mdi bat ké hau
qua, thao ting nguoi may ciing 1a dau d4 lung tung, nhung 1a ky quai 1a,
ngudi may khong hé danh vao loan thach hodc 13 roi vao nhitng 6 ga trén
mat dat.

Ngudi may di dong doc theo dudong day bi vui.
Sean dimg & bén canh Hawkins, mat ciing nhin cham cham viao man
hinh, "Hey hey, anh c6 thé cham lai mot chut khong? Nhu vay cdn ban

khong thé nhin 13 rét cudc 1a day kip nd hay 1a ddy dién binh thuong!"

Baghdad 1a mdgt thanh thi ddm chim trong khoi thude sung, mot vai lan
n6 manh ngau nhién ciing s& 1am mot it day dién dan dung dut roi xudng.

"Cau thich dan ba téc vang." Hawkins bong nhién lo dénh n6i mot cau
nhu vay.

Sean thd dai mot hoi, "Trén thuc té toi thich phu nit co6 d6i moi day dan

hon.
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"Vi du nhu?" Hawkins di€u khién ngudi may chay vao trong mot bai rac
nhd, di€u nay lam cho tinh than cua Sean khan troeong 1én, du sao dong rac
, y
1a noi chon dau bom vo cung tot.

"Angelina Jolie.......... Anh c6 thé chi ¥ vao ban diéu khién duoc
khong?"

Hawkins hoi hoi gio cam 1én, cai goc d6 kia 1am Sean cam giac duoc
nguy hiém, ngoén tay y dung stc dua nghich trén ban phim mdt chut, tiéu
ngudi may lién gia téc vot di.

"Hey! Hey! Anh dang 1am céi gi!" Sean d¢ lai ngon tay Hawkins, d6i
phuong lai dem thiét bi chuyén sang trai, nguoi may lién moc 1én mot cai
day dién.

"Dung lai! Hawkins!" Sean bop chit 1dy c6 tay Hawkins, Rick ciing
chay toi.

"Hai nguoi nhu thé nao lai bat dau cai co 1én vay!" (Pua con toi
nghi¢p!==+)

That vat va 1am cho ngudi may ngimg lai, Sean con chua kip tho ra, ban
tay kia cua Hawkins d3 nhic 1én, nhoang mot cai, nguoi may lién dat day

dién lach cach lach cach di dong di.

"Hawkins!" Sean roéng to, d6i phuong lai trong nhay mit 6m anh nga
sdp xuéng mot bén.

"Ram ——" mot tiéng nd, chiéc xe thiét gidp dimg gan nhat bi da vun
dap vao phat ra nhitng trang 4m thanh tram duc.

Rick 6m dau nam sap, cam nén lén mat dat, mdt dong dat cat phu 1én
nguo1 bon ho.
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Trong 16 tai van con vang Ién tiéng U U ong ong sau nd manh, trong
khong khi van day mui cat bui.

Sean lac lac dau, cam giac c6 nguoi de 1én minh, 6m lay minh.

"Hawkins.......... Hawkins?" Sean lat nguoi lai, ma Hawkins & bén canh
lai khong hé ¢ phan tng.

Tat ca binh linh nam trén mat dat déu di dung day.

"C6 nguoi nao bi thuong khong!"

"Hawkins!" Sean 1at y lai, lic ndy méi thay trén thai duong y co vét
mau, ngdn tay Sean voi va di vao dong mach ¢ clia Y, mudn thtt mach dap,
mot phut ay, co tay tay anh bi nim lai.

Hawkins mé mat, anh mat trong sudt tlr trong mat bang lam roi thang
vao trong mat Sean, thoang chdc, anh c¢6 mot loai cam giac nhu bi y xuyén
thau. "T6i khong sao." Hawkins diémg 1én, rung rung quan 4o dé hat bui cat

xuong.

Sean ngoi1 dudi dat, de 1ay dau, sau do lai ngang dau nhin cai ga dién vo
biéu tinh kia, "Anh c6 y? Anh ¢4 ¥ khién nguo1 may 161 di s¢i day dién do!"

Hawkins xoay nguoi di vé phia Hummer, "T61 chi kip né bom ma thoi."

Rick mat xdm may tro vo vo vai Sean, "Pung nong gian .......... Nong
gian cling vo dung."

"Pung vay, anh ta 1a gi dién." Sean phui phui byi dat trén dau, c6 thé
song sot da 14 may man roi.
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Nguoi cua doi boc thép cling chay tdi, nhin Sean cung Rick, by dang
van con chua hét so hai: "Hai nguoi 6n chu!"

"Khong sao! Khong sao!"

"Rét cudce 1a vi khong thé g& nén méi kip n6 hay thao g& that bai?"

"Xem nhu.......... that bai.......... " Sean biét néu néi cho nguodi khac
Hawkins than nhién cho biét 1a kip n6, doi phuong nhat dinh ndi tran 16i
dinh, néu 1a kip n6 vi sao khong bao truéc? Han 1a phai cho moi ngudi thoi
gian chuan bi méi dang! Lién nhu vay dot nhién kip nd, khong bi nd chét
cling bi hu chét !

"Al, tt xau chung ta déu con song! TMD bom!"

"TMD Baghdad!"

Pai b phan binh linh déu bt ddu mang 1én, tiéng chri bay lién tiép.

Xe hoan thanh mot ngdy tuan tra, luc di vao cira doanh dia, Rick phat ra
mot tiéng cam than, "Con me no, toi rot cuc lai séng thém dugc mot ngay!"

Pang tiéc ngudi may cua bon ho bi nd tung, chi tim vé duoc may linh
kién.

Cira quan doanh tya ho c6 mot nguoi phu nit dang dimg, anh dén flash
loang loang chot 16e, Rick quay mit qua chd khac, xe thiéu chut nita ddm
sam vao mot tép canh gac dimg gan do.

"Me n6! Khach ngoai hanh tinh tu ‘Hd so X°* dén a!" (*Tén mot bd
phim khoa hoc vién tudng x hinh sy nhiéu tap cua My, ban thich by nay

cuc!)

Bé&i vi dot ngdt phanh lai, ¢ Sean bi hung hang chin dong.

https://thuviensach.vn



"Rick! Cau khong sao chur?"

"Khong sao!" Rick loang xodng md ctra xe, di xudng, ndi gian dung
dung hudng vé phia nguoi dang cdm cameras, "Damn it! Anh mudn giét
chung t61 hay sao!"

Khi cdu ta di dén gan, luc nay mai phat hién d6i phuong 1a mot ngudi
phu nir, mai téc dai mau vang bai gon sau dau, cip kinh mat khong co
khung khién khudén mat rt c6 dudng nét ciia c¢o cang thém nir tinh, vat 4o
so mi budc thanh no & phia trude, 16 ra phan eo lung 1am dan ong bdc lua,
ha than mic mot chiée qur?m sam mau, an an hién 1o duong cong co thé.

Con gian tran phdi cta Rick da bay dén chin tang may, mat tim mét
tich.

Sean di xudng xe, dén bén canh Rick, thdy c6 gai tu nhién ciing doan
duoc than phén, "Xin hoi, c6 1a phong vién phai khong?"

"Pung vay, " C6 gai cing Sean bat tay, "T6i 1a dén dé thyc hién mot
cudc phong van dic biét."

Trong nhay mat, trai tim Sean nhay khéa nhanh, cam nhén vé da thit cia
phu nit qua ban tay mém mai 1am cho anh khan truong 1én, "Xin chao, tiéu
thu, chup hinh c6 dén flash v&i binh linh dang 1ai xe 1 mot hanh vi rat nguy
hiém."

Co gai gio gio cameras trong tay 1€n, néi mot tiéng, "That su rat xin 101,
tén toi 12 Anna Listeria, phong vién nhat bao XX. Toi dén day khong phai
dé phong van si quan cdp cao cta cac anh ma dé dua nhirng tin tic dic biét,
hoan thanh mot chuyén muc thuc dac biét."
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Sean bi€t c6 gai nay khong hé dé tam dén 161 nhac nho cua anh, chi co
thé bat dac di lac dau, "Ti€u thu, tin tirc chan that nhat chi c6 mot, do 1a co
khong nén té1 noi nay."

"Vi sao? Boi vi to1 la phy nit?" Anna nheo nheo mat nhin Sean, trong
anh mat c6 vai phan khiéu khich.

"Khong, boi vi ¢6 khong phai 13 linh." Biéu tinh ctia Anna khién Sean
biét co rat c6 can dam, nhung Baghdad xa xa khong gidng nhu trong tri
tudng tugng clia c¢d - tran ngap nhiét tinh chién dau cing vinh quang.

Hawkins da di toi, "Rick, 14i xe ve."

Khi y di qua bén canh Anna, vi nit phong vién nay chop lay y.

Hawkins nghiéng mat nhin lai, Anna ldy khan tay ra, chi chi thai duong
cta y, ndi, "Miéng vét thuong ctia anh duong nhu con dang d6 méau."

Sean nhudng nhudng may, khong 1am thé nao khac duoc, Hawkins troi
sinh d4 c6 mot khudén mat qua hip dan phu nit.

Nhung y khong nhan 1ay cai khan tay kia, y to thai do than nhién di qua.
Anna la mdt co6 gai hiém hoi hién c6 mait tai quan doanh, nhung

Hawkins lai khong chit nao dé ¥ t6i ¢, diéu nay hién nhién khién c6 chua ¥,
co lai mudn tum lay y, nhung khong thé nao bat kip canh tay Hawkins.
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Chwong 21

"Howard Hawkins!" Anna kéu I€n, Sean s¢ so miii, that khong ngd nit
phong vién nay lai biét tén Hawkins, xem ra muc dich c6 ta dén day lan nay
kho tranh khoi c6 dinh dang dén y.

Thay khong con chuyén cua minh, Sean vO vo tro bui trén toc, di vé
phia ky tiic x4 cua minh.

Ma Hawkins thi duong nhu khong hé nghe thay tiéng cd gai goi minh,
Sean nhiu may, anh c6 thé cam gidc duoc Hawkins dang di theo phia sau
anh, tén kia mudn lam gi?

Sean m& cira ra, mudn nhanh chong lach nguoi vao, hai tay Hawkins da
dat trén khung ctra, nguc dan 1én lung Sean. Ngung dong tac, Sean d4 manh
vé phia sau, Hawkins nghiéng nguoi. Sean gio khuyu tay 1én, tit ca dong
tac khong co chut luu tinh.

Hawkins ngan tr¢ khuyu tay Sean, gap manh lai, Sean an dau, dau géi
thic vé phia bung Hawkins, sau d6 but ra, lui vé phia sau, cira phong m¢,
Sean di vao con khong kip dong ctra, Hawkins lién mot tay bat 1ay anh nhao
1én trén mat dét, hai nguoi tiép tuc dau da vat 1on.

Sean muon duing 1én, Hawkins lai dé ndng anh. Sean cang dung strc, doi
phuong lai cang ra suc d¢ anh xudng, cudi cung ngay ca sau gay déu thiéu
chut nira bi san nha dap nut ra.

"What's the fucking fuck!" Sean cudi cung truc tiép dung dau dap vé

phia d6i1 phuong, ma Hawkins lai nghiéng mat di, nhdy mat hon 1én moi
Sean, cudng bao mut vao, de¢ dau anh dinh ctrng 1€n san nha.
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"Unm.......... Umnm.......... " Sean cé y dinh bat ngudi diy, ma Hawkins lai
chen vao gitra hai chan anh, mac cho anh mudn dem y da dén khu vuc dia
16i cuia Baghdad dén c& nao di nita, hét thay déu phi cong.

Hawkins ro1 khéi khoang miéng Sean, moi dan 1én khoe moi anh, "Pan
ba cling c¢6 thé hon cau nhu vay sao?"

"Fuck you!" Sean lui v€ phia sau, Hawkins lai d¢ lay anh.
"Cau tirc gian cai gi? T61 chi hon cau, lai chua lam cau."

"Tha toi ra! Lap tc!" Sean gidt giat, Hawkins lai giébng nhu khoa sat
khoa chit 14y anh, tran day tinh ap bach.

Cin rang mot cai, Sean dung dau danh vé phia chan ban, chong DVD
trén ban roi xudng, vira lac roi 1én dau Hawkins, Sean nhan co hdi nghiéng
nguoi dap, Hawkins vira 6n dinh dugc than thé, Sean 1ap tuc da tam léy ¢

a0 y, hai nguo1 lao ra ngoai san, Sean lién mot quyén danh lai day........

Rat nhanh hai ngudi déu an dau, Sean bi Hawkins danh sung ma trai,
Sean da trang thit lung suon y.

Dan dan khong hé it binh linh tién dén vay xem, hét to 1én, lién ngay ca
Anna cling mang theo cameras bum bum chup loan toan bd khung canh.

Bong nhién, Hawkins day Sean ra, di v€ phia Anna, "Lay ra day."
"Lay cai gi?" Anna cuoi dén co6 vai phan dac y.
Hawkins tryc ti€ép tim lay cameras cia c0 ta, 161 cudon phim bén trong

ra, roat moQt cai xa sach*, sau d6 ném tra lai cho c6 nang. (* Phim trudce khi
dem “rira” ma bi 161 ra dudi anh mat troi s€ “chdy” sach hinh)
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"Anh 1am gi! Thiéu uy Howard Hawkins! Anh cung t6 vién au da,
chang 1& con khong cho phép phong vién dua tin hay sao?" Anna ngang dau
1én, nhin chong choc vao mat Hawkins.

Sean s¢ so khoe moi co6 tia mau, tham buon cuoi diing khi ctia Anna, co
ta cing dam nhin Hawkins nhu vay.

Trong nhat thoi, ddm ngudi von huyén ndo cling im lang lai.

. v v . y

"Lam gi!" Sean hit tay y ra.

"Di chd Lewis boi thudc, ngdn tay trén ban tay trai cua cau bi bé bi
thuong khong phai sao?"

Sean kéu rén mot ti€ng, may chi 1a tay trai, n€u la tay phai, anh c6 thé
da bi “xuat ngli trong 6 danh”, vi chinh anh cham ngoi1 “au da”.

Anna nghiéng dau, nhin theo hai ngudi kia roi di.
Co ta khong 3, vira rdi hai ngudi con ¢ vé nguoi song ta chét, bay gio
thé nao lai 6n hoa vo su? (Nguoi ta danh 1a yéu, mang 1a thuong, dang tan

tinh nhau, tu nhién ba nhay vao, vo duyén! ==

"Pay duong nhu khong phai 13 1an dau tién Sean phat hoa véi
Hawkins?" Binh linh bat du tan di, Sniper lic lic dau.

Seo vo vai han, "Pugc roi, cling chi ¢6 Sean méi chiu dugc Hawkins.
Anh nén may man ddi truong cua anh la t61, bang khong anh da sém ghim

stng di 1én ban tén d6 thinh thich !"

skksk
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Buoi toi, Tién si Grey ngdi trén giudng, dang cam PSP choi tro choi,
bén ngoai co ngudi gd cira, 6ng taphu chin qua dau, che khuét anh sang
man hinh, lam bd minh khong 6.

"Mé cira, hodc 14 toi d4 vang cira phong 6ng r6i vao."

Grey bat day, "Khong thé nao..........

Quay dau lai, trén man hinh PSP xuat hién hai chit Game over.

"Hey, thoi gian mot thang con chua toi, t6i chua can dién thong tin vao
bang danh gia tdm 1y." Tién si Grey biét Hawkins khong phai loai ngudi

biét tir bo y d6 khi chua doat dugc, danh khong tinh nguyén di ra mo cira.

D61 phuong tién vao, 161 ghé dua ra, ngoi xudng, hai chan mé ra, hai tay
dat o trén dui.

Tién si Grey nudt nuot nudc miéng, ong ta bi€t néu nit phong vién madi
t61 dung loai tu thé nay ma ngoi trudec mat minh thi s€ kha la dang ‘kich

dong’, nhung Hawkins 1am nhu vy sé& chi khién ngudi ta cang thém ap luc.

"Toi da 1am hét kha nang dé Trung si Elvis ¢ lai tiéu to cua anh." Cho
nén anh cling khong c6 ly do da t61 ra khoi quan doanh.

"HOm nay t61 v&i han da danh nhau mét tran."

Tién si Grey gian nan kéo kéo khde mi¢ng, "Nhu vay xin héi, hai nguoi
danh nhau vi chuyén gi?"

"To61 hon han."
Tién si Grey so sO thai duong, may ma chi la hon mot cai, 1ay dai ndo

cua Hawkins ma noi, dén bay gio cling chi tién trién dén hon mot céi, xem
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ra Thugng D¢ van la thuc chi€u c6 dén Sean.

"Nhu vay cdu ta mudn danh anh 1a chuyén thuc binh thudng. No6i cach
khac.......... néu tha truéng ciia anh, thuong iy Craig hon anh, anh s& lam
thé nao?"

"DPanh gdy tay chan han, 101 ....... budc han vao bom."

"Cho nén, Trung si Elvis chi dam anh vai dam, diéu do cho thay cau ta
so vo1 anh 1y tri hon nhiéu."

"Tién si, to1 nghi lam han."

"An hir." Grey dua vao lung ghé, trong 10ng thAm nhé dén tro choi con
chua qua duogc cura.

"Lic han dung luc, ca lung s& banh chat 1én, giong nhu con thuyén sap
gay."

"An ht." Ta cam doan day than kinh cua Trung si Elvis hi¢n tai lién
cung lung cau ta rat gibng nhau, mau dut doan.

"Con c6 cd cua han, " Hawkins lay tay chi chi vao bén c6 minh, "Hom
nay lac st dung ngudoi may, han ngd ra trudc man hinh, t61 nhin thay phan
16 ra khoi quan phuc cua han, thuc goi cam."

"An hir." Grey lo dang nhin vao cip mat Hawkins, cip mit d6 dang
chay, tran day bén trong khong phai 1a dam dyc, ma 1a khat khao chiém doat

cuc do.

"Khi to1 de han xudng, t61 cting! Lic ay to1 rat mudn 10t quan cua han
xuong, hung hang xoa ndn mong han."
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"Cho du déu 1a da thit, nhung t6i danh d6 cau ta noi d6 khong tot so
béng phu nit!" Tién si Grey c6 du cam, doan tro chuyén néu tiép tuc s€ cang
ngay cang lira nong. Ong ta biét chinh minh han phai ngin can Hawkins
tiép tuc néi, nhung khong biét vi céi gi, khi cdp mat mau bang ludn lanh
tinh kia bay t6 tht tinh tu soi trao dén co thé ving ra tung toe, Tién si Grey
bdng nhién c6 ham mudn tham do.

"Tdi mudn vot vao, tién vao than thé han, ... ceveees e, Banh ra
than thé héan, 1am cho hin khong c6 mot khe hd dé tu hoi, mudn hin tuyét
vong ma rén ri, mudn hin goi tén to1, mudn hin hdi han vi da noi thich
Angelina Jolie, muén hin chi ¢ thé v6 luc nam trong 10ng t6i." (DAm chua
ngd pha binh!)

Ngit diéu cua Hawkins dam mac truéc sau nhu mot, nhung moi mot
chit, mdi mot cau déu c6 mot loai cuong luc khong sao hiéu noi, Tién si
Grey tham chi ¢c6 cam giac chinh minh ciing dang thdy Hawkins dem Sean
dat & dudi than, tan luc giam gitr cung chiém doat.......... Nhu thé con héng

thity dién cudng chom 1én, huy diét.

That lau sau, Grey nuét nudt nudc miéng, nhe giong ndi, "You are
killing him."

"Pung, t61 nghi giét han." Hawkins nghiéng dau di, nhin v€ phia ngoai
cua so.

Su tOn tai ctia ban than y tua nhu mot ludi dao, sic nhon ma 1anh khdc.
Sean chi ¢6 hai loai van ménh.
Hodc 1a bi y huy diét, hodc 13 bao dung 1y y.

Luc nay Sean dang ¢ trén giuwong cta minh, dbi dién 13 man hinh dang
chiéu bo phim Titanic, Jack néi vi Rose "You jump, I jump!" , bo ding
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chan thanh va tham tinh 1am cho Sean phé 18n cudi, bia déu thiéu chut nira
phun 1én ga trai givong. (Pang ghét Sean, chang lang man gi ca! *Po mat*)

Khi Rick tim dén anh, ciing thdy anh dang xem DVD, "Troi a, anh thich
loai ndy ay a?"

Sean nhin cau ta mot cai, "DPay la bau vat cua Tién si Grey."

Anh nhich nguodi, chtra ra mgt chd trong, vo vo dém, "Mudn cung
xem?"

Rick lién nhay 1én chd trong, hai ngudi nim song song & trén giuong,
nhin vao man hinh TV.

"Nghe n61 hdm nay anh lai cung Hawkins dong thu ?"

"U. T6i biét cau s& khuyén toi nhin xuéng, nhung t6i that su khong nhin
duogc."

"Sean, anh cling biét, mo1 mot ngay sap dén, chiing ta déu co thé sé chét.
Cho nén, mo61 mot 1an hoan thanh nhiém vu tré vé, to1 c6 thé van lai chiéc

Hummer, diéu d6 that su thuc.......... khong dé dang. V6 luan Hawkins lam
cai gi, Sean.......... Anh ta déu 1a ngudi gan giii v6i cai chét nhit trong sd
ching ta."

Sean vuon tay dén 6m Rick, ban tay vo vo vai cau ta, “Xin 101, Rick."

TV dang chiéu dén doan Rose budng tay Jack, ghé vio tam van gb, noi
‘Hen gap lar’.

"Sean, anh khong thay 1a hai chiing ta nam cing nhau xem dién anh nhu
vay c6 chut ky quai?"
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"Ky quai céi gi? Hay la cau ua cung cai ¢6 nit phong vién Anna kia nam
cung nhau?"

"Ha! Ha! Pung nhdc dén c6 ay, tudng tuong dén c6 ay cau be¢ cua toi
lién dung 1én !"

Sean cudi cuoi, "Co thé tudong tuong duogc, hién tai cd Ay nhat dinh da
tré thanh doi twong “tu an Gi” cho ca quan doanh."

Sang sém ngay hom sau, trudce khi di 1a, nhom cua Sean theo 1¢ thuong
di doanh b bao danh, khong nghi téi ¢ vin phong doanh bd nhin thiy
Anna.

Cap trén n6i cho bon ho bi€t, Anna s€ cung bon ho di lam nhiém vu.

Hién tai & ngay chinh Hoa Ky, khong it ngudi di bat dau nghi ngd do
chinh xac cta quyét dinh dua linh dén Iraq, hon nita sau khi doéng quan ¢
Iraq, khong it linh My tir vong, con sd ciing dang timg budc tiép gidi han
chiu dung ctia nhan dan Hoa Ky, qudc gia can tich cuc dua tin truc tiép tir
Iraq dé vén hoi sy ung ho cua dan ching.

Tiéu t6 thao d& bom ctua Hawkins c6 ty 18 thao d& bom thanh céng cao
nhat trong sb tat ca cac tiéu to EOD ¢ Baghdad, hon nita ban than Hawkins
cling 1a mot nhan vat truyén ky. La mot trong nhitng ngudi c6 ty 1é tr vong
cao nhat trong ca ddi quan MY, y nhat dinh c6 thé hap dan rat nhiéu sy cha
y.

Anna la mot nguoi phy nit c6 chat da tam, co ta khang dinh Hawkins c6
thé khién co ta doat giai Pulitzer.

"To1 s€ khong phai nguoi bao vé co gai nay." Hawkins ném mot cau nhu
vay, lién di v€ phia chiéc Hummer.
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"Yén tam, Thi€u y Hawkins, t61 s€ tu bao v€ ban than! " Anna kéu mot
tiéng.

"Co khong co trg 1y chup hinh gi d6 sao? " Sean thuan miéng hoi mot
cau.
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Chwong 22

Anna di theo bon ho, vé mit hung phéan, "T6i thich ty minh ‘bt giit’
hinh anh. Nhiép anh gia cing mot ddng nghiép khac cua chung toi da di
phong van cac nit binh si. Nghe néi nit binh si ¢ trong quan ddi chang
nhitng bi ky thi con co thé bi xam hai tinh duc, nhung to1 théy nam nhan
cling vay thoi. Rick, anh trong dang yéu nhu vay, c6 phai da bi khong it 130
binh s& mong?"

Khudén mat Rick chot héng, "Co Listeria, khong c6 binh si nao thich
nghe loai dua cot nay."

"A, thuc xin 16i!" Anna vd vd vai Rick, cting cau ta 6m vai khoac vai
mot bo that hiru hao, ¢b gai nay rat biét quan sat sic mit cing giong nodi clia
nguoi khac, cling biét phai hoa hop v6i ngudi khac nhu thé nao, "Téi chi
mudn cung cac anh c6 chung mdi quan tdm, c¢6 chung chuyén dé noi, anh
cling biét day.......... Trong phim binh linh thuong hay cung nhau néi gion
nhu vay!"

Bi my nit 6m nhu vay, Rick tu nhién s€ quang tirc gidn lén chin tang
may.

bi dén bén xe, Rick theo thuong 1€ ngdi vao vi tri 1ai, ma Hawkins da
som ngodi xuong ghé sau.

Anna mé cura xe, ngoi xuong bén canh Hawkins.
Sean thay khuon mdt Rick thoang hién vé that vong, long tham nghi
Thuc ngai qua, so vo1 cau cung t61, my nir van ¢6 hung thi véi ké dién hon

nhiéu.

Xe chay ra khoi quan doanh, tién vé phia sa mac ngoai thanh.
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Nhiém vu cua bon ho sang nay chinh la kip nd mot déng bom.

Rick vtra lai xe vira gidi thiéu véi Anna vé mot sd tinh huéng cua
Baghdad, ciing canh bao r& ¢ chd nao thudng xuyén cé phan loan phan tur
lui t6i. Ngau nhién, Sean ciing s& bd sung mdt hai ciu, ma Hawkins thily
chung mit khong d6i sic ngdi yén vi.

Anna vua dap 101 Rick, vira lién tuc quan sat Hawkins.

"Thiéu Gy Hawkins van ludn it néi it cudi nhu vy sao?"

"Ha ha, anh ta qua that vin ludn nhu thé." Rick nghiéng dau.

"Vay xin moi doi vién cac anh phét biéu cam tudng vé doi trudng cia
minh mot chut?" Anna khong thé tir mi¢ng Hawkins ma biét duoc cai i,
duong nhién phai tim d6t pha khau & noi khéc.

"Chuyén nay.......... " Rick nhiu nhiu may, Hawkins ngudi nay that sy
kho ¢6 thé hinh dung, "Tdi ciing khong biét nén néi nhu thé nao, toi rat tin

tuéng anh ay. Phai biét rang mdi 1an t6i cam thdy chiing toi han 1a chét chic
roi, Hawkins déu da thanh cong ."

"Nhu vay Trung si Elvis nghi thé nao?"

Sean cuo1 khé mot tiéng, "Co s€ khong nhan duoc bat cr sy danh gia
trye tiép nao tir toi, hay 1a thoi di."

"Qua that, t6i nghe rat nhiéu nguoi néi khong c¢6 hao cam voi Hawkins
déu khong c6 hao cam, nhung ngay ca mot dong doi ciing ndi anh ta nhu
vay, to1 thuc su to mo." Anna tua ho nhat dinh phai budc Sean noéi ra chut gi
do, khong duoc dén s& khong thoi.
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Nhung Sean lai chi n61 mdt cau, "Co6 Listeria a, co da tirng phai dua ra
lua chon ngay bén bo vuc cua su sinh tir hay chua?"

"Chua timg." Anna nam up sp vé phia lung ghé cua Sean, cd dang doi
anh no6i ra chat thong tin gi do dang gia.

"Nhu vay thi co s& khong thé 1y giai duoc cai gi khién cho nguoi ta noi
dién." Sean cudi cudi, tiép tuc tu thé tay chéng 1én dau.

Anna c6 chut that vong, nhitng 10i ndy can ban khong thé viét thanh mot
bai dua tin.

Nhung Hawkins van ludn tram madc, lac nay lai m¢ miéng , "O trong
mat cau, ngoai trur sy dién ro, té1 con co cai gi?"

"fch ky, con c6 khong biét cai gi goi 1a xau ho." Pau Sean hoi lac lic
theo su gap ghénh cua banh xe.

Anna nhich mép cudi, c6 dd cam nhan dugc sy mau thuin gilta hai
nguoi, khong c6 mui thudc sung gay gat, nhung da du khién cho nguoi ta co6
ham mudn di rinh rap.

"Pling vy, ti rat ich ky."

Sean ngan ngudi, that khong ngd Hawkins sé& rong luong thira nhan nhu
vay, trong nhat thoi anh ciing khong biét nén néi tiép céi gi cho phai.

Hai nguoi tram mdc, Rick s¢ Anna nham chan, chi phai lai tim dé tai
khac dé noi.

"Héc, Sean, 14n sau anh tim loai phim khac dé xem di, Titanic that sy 1a
ngot ngay dén 1am nguoi ta ghé ron!"

"Cac anh con xem loai phim tinh cdm nay nira?" Anna héi.
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"Pung vay, téi hom qua toi tim Sean, anh chang nay khong biét uon sai
thudc gi, thé nhung di xem phim tinh cam. Tdi van thich xem phim khoa
hoc vién tuéng hodc str thi." Rick nhtun nhin vai.

"Thoi di, vy cau con ndm cung to6i nhin khong ro1 mat." Sean cuoi
nhao mot tiéng.

"Do 1a boi vi canh Rose khoa than xem con kha 1a tha vi thoi!"

"Céc cdu nam cung nhau xem phim? Nghe qua qua thuc gidng nhu mot
d6i tinh nhan!" Anna lai bat dau dua gion.

Rick thap giong mang mot tiéng, "Néu toi c6 thé cung anh ta co thé
thanh mdt doi, Jack cung Rose lién c6 thé 14i tau Titanic tré vé nha !"

"Trén thuc té, Rick co vé hi vong dugc mdt vi nit phong vién xinh dep

nao d6 nam trong long cau ta, cung ciu ta xem phim tinh cam!" Sean tréu
dua .

"That vay a Rick?" Anna c6 y kéo dai am diéu hoi.
Trong xe vang 1én tiéng cuoi khé.
Bon ho di dén bii min, xudng xe, bat dau sap dat thiét bi va day dan.

Anna dua vao Hummer, lach cach lach cach an cameras.

Sean nodi kip no, tirng budc mdt can than ma lui vé phia sau, Hawkins
lién d1 theo bén canh anh.

"T6i hom qua cdu cung Rick xem phim." Thanh am ctua Hawkins lanh
nhu bang. (*Bao dong!!!* *Bao dong!!!*)
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Anh mit troi choi chang khién Sean w6t dam mo hoi, anh mdi vira chép
mat ¢ gang mé to nhin vé phia trude, da thiy c6 nguoi ldy tay lau di mo
héi suyt chut nita roi vao trong mat anh, 1a ban tay ctia Hawkins.

"Pung vay. Tin t61 di, bd phim kia khong phai 1a thir gi hay ho."

Sau do, lai 14 mét sy trAm mdc.

Khi tat ca kip nd bd tri xong, ba nguoi tr& vé bén canh Hummer, cb
phong vién xinh dep cudi néi, "Héc, t6i chup anh cho ba ngudi cac anh
nhé!"

"Khong can." Hawkins tra 101 ngan gon.

"Vay chup cho hai nguoi chung t61 di!" Rick thuc vui vé ma khodc tay
1én c6 Sean, Sean ciing thuc hop tac ma khoéc tay 1én vai Rick.

"Puoc 161, ctr 1ay sa mac nay lam boi canh cting khong to1!"

Nhung vao lic nay, qua bom ciach d6 xa nhat oanh mot tiéng no tung,
bui dat bi bat 1én cao, tung toe vao khong trung.

Sean cung Rick 6m dau chay vé Hummer.
"Con me no, Hawkins anh dang lam gi vay!" Sean rong gian.

"Kip nd bom, day 1a cong tac cua ching ta ngay hom nay." (Dim chua
nga pha binh! Rick, con ciing thuc khong so chét! TTATT)

"Vay anh ciing phai néi cho chung toi biét mot tiéng a." Rick ciing bi
hoang sg.

Anna nguoc lai ha ha nd ny cuoi, "Vua ro1 to1 chyp duoc bd dang hai
nguoi chay ve, trong thyc budn cuoi!"
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Sean thd ra mot hoi, giam Ién dat da vun tro ve, léy diéu khién tir xa ra
khoi tay Hawkins, "Dé con séng trd lai doanh dia, cong tac kip nd van nén
giao cho to1 di."

Hét thay vé t6i quy dao.

"Mot, hai, ba!"

"Chuén bj tot !"

Lai mot tiéng pha.

Rét nhanh, bom lién chi con lai mot qua cudi cung.

"T6i c6 thé thir mot lan khong?" Anna gio cao tay 1én.

"C6 thé." Sean nhin Hawkins, d6i phuong khong c6 phan tng gi.

"Tot 1dm!" Anna ti€p nhan diéu khién tir xa, "An cai nit mau d6 phai
khong?"

"Pung." Rick di dén, dimg & bén canh co gai.

Anna nhan manh cai nut, cat da vung 18n, nhat thdi bao trum 1én than
minh ho.

Tai con mang cam giac kho chiu vi am thanh ndé manh, Anna strng sot
trong choc 1at, 1ién ha ha cuo1, "Ky that cong viéc cuia cac anh cling rat thu

vit"

Rick nhin c¢6 gai, nhéch miéng cudi mot cai, Ién Hummer.
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Sean biét mot cau "Tha vi" kia ctia Anna khién Rick c6 chut khong bang
1ong. S& khong co ai ndi rang cong viée ciia doi g& bom la tha vi, vi khong
mot ai lai cam thay cai chét 1a mot chuyén tha vi.

Sean va Hawkins cling Ién xe.

Anna cam giac duoc khong khi nang né, ciing ¥ thirc duoc minh di néi
101 khong nén néi. Co timg di qua nhiing ving héo lanh, ciing ting dén Phi
Chau can cdi, trudc khi dit chan dugc dén nhitng noi do, ching ta s& khong
thé twong tuwong duoc su gian kho trong sinh t6n cta ho.

Ma ngay hom nay, co ta d3 ndi véi mot trong nhitng tiéu to chiu ap luc
cong viéc ning nén nhat cua quan doi Hoa Ky 1a coéng viéc cua ho tha vi,
day khong thé nghi ngd 1a qua ngay tho. Cac don vi EOD 1a don vi chiu su
nguy hiém cao nhat & Baghdad, tinh huéng nghiém trong mot khi xdy ra
han khéng phai 13 co ta c6 thé tudong tuong dén.

Xe chay hon muoi phut, Rick nhan dugec mot ménh 1€nh.

"Hawkins, ddi boc thép cd6 mot tiéu doi bi phﬁn tir phan loan vay cong,
doanh dia mudn ching ta tién dén tro gitp!"

Hawkins nang nang cam 1én y bao.
Sean da bat dau chuan bi sting 6ng, Hawkins cling vay.

Anna nhdn ra sy cang thang trong khong khi, cling nam chit lay
cameras.

"That tiec, co Listeria, mQt chut nita c6 thé s€ c6 ban nhau, nhung ciing

c6 ca bom." Rick noi thuc binh tinh, nhitng ho hap trong xe ciing di tram
trong.
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Xe chay thém hon hai muoi phat, xa xa d3 nghe thiy tiéng sting may,
gion gid va day dic khién cho ngudi ta so hii. Rick chuyén duoc tin hiéu,
"Tiéu doi C33 doi tang thiét gidp, day 1a tiéu to thio g& bom, nghe rd tra
161! Nghe 10 tra 1o1!"

Vai gidy sau, c6 hoi am.

"Pay la tiéu doi C33 di tang thiét giap! Ké dich khong rd sb luong! Co
hai sing may! Me né, phia chung t6i da c6 hai nguoi hi sinh! Céc cau dén

nhanh 1én!"

"T6i han sing may!" Sean sO so dau, "Dung chua tiép can duoc C33
chung ta da toi!"

Hawkins nhin qua kinh vién vong, "Pi dudng vong ra phia sau quan
dich, phan tan sinh luc dich, gidam bdt ap luc cho C33."

Xe chay vé phia tiéng sung, bon ho méi di duge gén 100m, quan phan
loan lién phat hién ra bon ho, 14p tirc quay sang ban pha.

Hawkins an Anna xudng, dan va vao vo xe Hummer loang xoang loang
xoang.

Rick da mé ctra xe 6m sung nhay xudng .

Sean di sém cui thap than minh dinh di ra, nhung dudng nhu quan bj
mac lai trén xe, khong thé di xudng duoc.

Mit Anna Up sap 1én ghé, ciing sap khong thd ndi.

Hawkins 161 c6 gai ra khot Hummer, Anna t¢ ngodi dudi dat, vién dan
cam phap xudng cach chan c6 khoang nira mét.

"DPo1i ¢ phia sau xe."
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Rick ti sung 1én ctra kinh xe, ban may phat, ciing khong biét tring hay
khong trang, 1ap tic lai c6 mot phat bay lai day, phd vo cua xe, Rick
nghiéng ngudi né tranh, manh thay tinh roi day vai ciu ta.

"Sean! Anh lam sao vay!" Rick c6 chut kinh hai, bang vao than thu cua
Sean, hién tai anh han di sém di ra nghénh dich .
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Chwong 23

Hawkins budc nhanh dén, m¢& ctra ra. Thay Sean dang ghé vao canh
khung ctra, duong nhu dang bi cai gi niu lai. Hawkins vron minh vao, rut
dao gam, cat qua mgt nhat ro1 nam lay Sean kéo manh ra.

Gan nhu ram mot cai, hai nguoi dan ong cao trén 1m80 cung nhau nga
xudng, vién dan bay xet qua bén bon ho, phat ra am thanh ma sat voi vé xe
nghe choi tai rung dong.

"Pung 1én! Cam lay, sing da 1én dan." Hawkins an khau sing vao trong
long Sean.

No6i xong, Hawkins da tya dén bén cua so6, muon y dén bén cua so,
phanh mot tiéng ban di, d61 phuong c6 mot ngudi guc xudng.

Sic mit Anna tréng béch, lap tic hiéu dugc day cling 1a mot co hoi kho
c6 duoc, nang may 1én mudn chyp hinh, Rick vuon tay ra an manh dau co
xubng, mot vién dan vira lac dap vao tim l4 sat ngay bén mit co ta.

"N phong vién, hién tai khong phai 1a lac dé ¢6 hoan thanh giéc mong
dua tin!" Rick ban di mot phat roi nghiéng than di, ctra xe lai nghe phanh
mot tiéng chat chia.

Anna run ray, nhin vé phia Hawkins va Sean, thiy hai nguoi nay nhin
chdm cham vao 6ng ngam, nin thd tip trung dudng nhu dang chd doi diéu
gi do.

Bong nhién, cudc chién gay can ngung lai.

Phia bén quan phan loan khong thay no stng nira.
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Rick lién hé d6i tang thiét giap, "Goi C33, tinh hinh cua cac anh nhu thé
nao?"

"C33 c6 hai nguoi hy sinh, mot nguodi bi thuwong, con ba nguoi con strc
chién dau!"

Hai chiéc xe cua quin phan loan & phia xa rat im ling. Luc nay, khi
chua thé x4c dinh chic chan quan dich di bi tiéu diét hét, ho khong thé lam
gi khac hon 1a cho doi.

Anna ngéi dudi dt, nhin déng ho, da qua hai tiéng, cO b1 anh néng mat
troi gay gat roi xudng co hd bong mot tang da, nhung diéu 1am c6 kinh ngac
khong thé tin n6i 1a Hawkins cing cac dong doi luén cAm sung nhin cham
cham vé phia chiéc xe phia d6i dién khong hé dong day.

"Uy, chéc 13 bon ho déu da chét roi chu?"

"Khong nén xem thuong su kién nhin ctia bon ho." Sean trd, mo hoi roi
xuong, "Rick, cau nghi ngoi trudce di."

"Pugc." Rick rat sing lai, ngéi xuong dua vao than xe, tim nudc
khoang doc lién tuc v€ phia mi€ng, sau do tim ra hai binh nira, m¢ nap dua

cho Sean va Hawkins.

Gitra trua, &nh nang dem cd manh dat déu thiéu chdy, ngay ca hao quang
phéan xa déu rat choi mat.

"Sean, uéng nude." Hawkins khong hé dong day.

Sean cham rai ngéi Xuéng, Rick dung day, lai dat sing lén vi tri theo
doi.

Mdi nudt xuong mot nira hop nude, mot tieng phanh vang 1én, vién dan
xet qua bén canh c6 Hawkins, ban vao bén chan Anna, khién c6 ta hét 1én
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choi tai. Hawkins bop co, d61 phuwong ¢ tieng la 1én ro61 nga xudng, nam
song sugp trén ctra kinh xe. Sean ngay dai.

Hinh anh khi anh van con 1a Vincent, cam sung nham ban thiéu nién kia

"

lai bi mot vién dan ban trung 6 hién hién trudc mat, "Hawkins..........

"Udng nudc xong thi nang sing 1én." Thanh am ciia Hawkins khong hé
bién chuyén, tya hd sy nguy hiém suyt mat mang vira roi khong duoc y dé
tam dén.

Sean thé dai, bac sung 1én.

Ngay sau do, mot ngudi dan ong mang bom trén ngudi chay ra khéi chd
nép, hinh thtrc tap kich tu sat, Rick vura mudn ban di bi Sean can lai, "Céan
than, dimg ban tring bom trén nguoi anh ta!”

Anna ciing di 18n, nhin thiy nguoi dan ong kia cang chay cang gan!

Cuoi cung co ta cling cam nhan dugc mot loai hoang sg doi véi tir vong,
bong dang cua tir than thoang hi¢n 1€n trong mat ¢o ta.

Ngay khi ngudi dan 6ng tién vao tam ban, dang chuin bi kip né bom
trén nguoi, Hawkins van lanh nhu biang, khong chit do du bop co, vién dan
bay di, cit ngang qua khong khi, ddi phuong ngi sap xudng, hinh anh do

ding lai trong mat moi ngudi nhu mot pha quay cham.

Sean ngay nguoi mdt chut, méi cham rai néi, "Anh ban trang vi tri
nao?"

"Pau, t6i khang dinh." Hawkins thu sung vé, "Ngay ca hinh thirc tip
kich tu déu dung t6i, bon ho qua that khong mubn séng."

"Hawkins!" Sean vuon tay chdp lay vy, giit lai.

https://thuviensach.vn



"To61 di thao d& qua bom trén cai xac." Hawkins nhiu may suy nghi,
"Cau muon di?"

"Anh & lai day, t61 di." Sean cuo1 cuoi, buong tay Hawkins, di vé phia
nguoi chet.

"Sean?" Hawkins goi.
Sean khong dé y dén y, van di thang vé phia nguoi kia.

"Sean anh lam gi vay! Ching ta con chua xac dinh dugc nguoi kia
da chét!" Rick hét to.

"Hawkins néi di ban tring dau ngudi d6! Vay thi phai 1a di tring !"
Sean phét phét tay, di dén bén canh thi thé, dung mitii chan dap nhe, sau do
ngdi xom xudng thao d& bom.

Anna gio cameras, chup may tdm hinh.

Trén khung hinh, Sean ngdi x0m, cti dau, ma Hawkins dimg & gan
chiéc Hummer, quay lung vé phia Anna, nhung c6 lai ¢ cam giac gio phat
nay trong mat Hawkins khong c6 hoang mac, khong c6 bom, chi c6 Sean.

Bom bi d& bd, ngudi cia C33 cling chay toi.

Anna 6m cameras chay qua do, Rick duoi theo, "Anna! Can thin mdt
chut!"

Ngay vao gio phut d6, Anna thidy duong nhu minh dim trang tht gi,
tam dirng chén lai, Rick ho to , "Ping nhéac chan!"

Anna sitng so dung tai chd, trai tim bat dau kinh hoang nhay 1én, "Day
la cai gi.......... bay la cai gi..........
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Rick chay lai, co hd nga ngéi bén chan co ta.

"Co dimg im, khong duoc nhuc nhich du chi mot chat!" Rick that can
than béi cat dat ra, 16 ra mot chiéc khoen sét.

"D¢ 1a cai gi? Co phai 1a bom khong?"

"Hawkins! Hawkins!" Rick quay dau di 16n tiéng hét, "Anna dim tring
dia 161 !"

Anna kinh hai, "Noi nay.......... Noi nay sao lai co6 dia 161?"

"V6 nghia! Noi nay 1a phia sau lung tran dia cia phan quan! Bon ho c6
thoi quen mai phuc dia 16i dé phong ngira bi danh up! Co6 khong thiy vira
roi lac di qua day Sean van that can that hay sao? C6 ngudi nio giébng nhur
co vay, himg huc chay thang dén hay khong?!" Rick bat dau ldy tay gay cat
dat, dinh dem ca qua dja 161 10 thién.

Hawkins ciing Sean chay dén.

"Céac ngudi nghi cach di! Cac nguoi 1a t6 thao d& bom! Cac nguoi nhat
dinh x1r Iy dugc qua bom, ding khong" Sic mat Anna tai nhot, cb ta tu
nguyén di dén day, truwocs khi di ciing d twong tuwong dén su nguy hiém,
nhung khi chinh ¢6 ta tu thé nghiém dén “nguy hiém” moi chuyén lai khong
giong nhu tudng twong! Trai tim nhu mudn nhay ra khéi 16ng nguc, toan
than déu dang run rdy, co ta ciing sap khong gilt duoc cho cai chan cia
minh nam yén trén qua dia 16i.

Hawkins cham rai ng6i x6m xuong mot bén, thanh am trudc sau van

lanh Iung, "Chiing t6i chi xir 1y qua nhitng qua dia 16i khong bi ngudi dam
tring.” (*Gat gu* =.=)
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Rick ming vai cau tho 15, "Néu noi day 1a khu vuc bing tuyét, uy luc
ctia bom c6 thé khong qua 1on."

"Noi nay la Baghdad.......... " Anna hit sdu , "Noi nay nhiét do luon trén

Sean dua tay so soang, "Thiét bi danh lira cta dia 16i nay la ngoi cham,
do 16n cua nd khong hon kém bao nhi€u so véi thoi son moi cua phuy nir,
bén trong c6 mot vién bi thép lan, nguyén 1y kip nd cling giéng nhu nguyén
Iy hoat dong cua bat bi. S¢ di khi dAm xudng né khong phat nd, nguyén
nhan chu yéu & bi thép lin di, mac lai & khe truot hinh chit Z, sau khi duoc
tha Iéng, ngoi cham madi bat 1€n va cham diém hoa, dan dén né manh."

"Pon vi dac chung day anh?" Rick can moi.

"Khong phai, té1 tu hoc." D6 1a khi anh con 1a Vincent, da hoc duoc
kién thirc ndy trong budi toa dam & cin ¢ khong quan.

"Vay anh c6 hoc dugc phai lam thé nao dé d& bom trong truong hop nay
khong?"

"Rick, cau vé xe tim lay cai dinh sat, tat ca kich c¢& déu phai tim dén."
Sean day cdu ta mot cai, Rick voi chay tré vé, md hom dung cu trén xe.

"Binh lam nhu thé nao?" Hawkins hoi.

"Rut ngoi no ra, dung dinh sat thay thé. May man 1 bon ho st dung dia
16i kiéu cii, néu bon ho sir dung dia 16i kiéu méi thi toi khong c6 bat ctr bién

phap gi dugc!"
Anna d3 bat dau ding khong yén, "Sao Rick con khong.......... con
khong tr¢ lai.......... Chang 18 anh ta khong tim dugc dinh.......... "
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"Kién tri mot chit, Anna, Rick dén!" Sean nhan lay may cai dinh, chon
ra mot cai, noi voi Rick va Hawkins: "Hai nguoi di di, noi nay c6 mgt minh
v 2 2 v
toi la da ro1."
"To61 khong di!" Rick van khong nhuc nhich.
"Chang phai cau van luén noi1 cdu mudn song hay sao? Neu cau nhat
dinh ¢ lai day, va néu qua bom nay no thi viéc cau chét cung véi toi chi la

mot sy hy sinh v6 nghia!" Sean trimg mat Rick, "Di ngay di!"

Rick biét Sean ndi dung, mim moi, tu tir lui vé phia au, cham rai rat lui
dén khoang cach an toan.

"Con anh nira, Hawkins."

"T61 mudn xem linh ddc chung tién nhiém g& dia 161." Hawkins ngoi1
xudng bén canh, nhin cham cham xudéng dudi chan Anna.

"D06 dién." Sean cong cong khde mi¢ng, khom ngudt nam Up sap xudng,
ngdn tay vuon ve phia dia 161, cham radi xoay tron tam dan rut ra.

Anna nhim chit mit, tai nghe théy Sean noi1, "Kién tri di Anna, c6 lam
tt 1am, giit nguyén luc chan nhu thé nay nhé!"

Tam din duogc rat ra, dia 16i khong phat nd da 1a thanh cong qua nira.
Sean dem cay dinh can than chén vao.

"T6t 16i." Sean ngang dau liéc nhin Anna.

"T6i c6 thé nhic chan rdi sao?" Anna khong ngirmg nuét nudc miéng.
"C6 thé, nhung phai chd ching toi di da." Hawkins tam Sean 1én, di vé

phia Rick.
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"Hey! Hawkins! Anh lam gi, lam gi...!" Sean quay dau lai, thiy Anna
dang khong biét phai 1am nhu thé nao cho phai.

"Cau da vi co ta ma doi thiét bi kip no, tinh huong bay gio cling giong
nhu cau vira néi voi Rick, cau ¢ lai voi ¢o6 ta chi l1a sy hy sinh khong can
thiét." Hawkins xoay nguoi, nhin Anna.

"Anna! Nhac chan di!" Sean ho to, nguoi ciia C33 ciing d dén day .

Anna nhin Ién anh mat tro1 chéi chang trén dinh dau, nang cameras 1én,
160 ra mdt nu cuo1 kho coi, ty chup chan dung cua chinh minh. Sau d6 chan
mém nhiin, ngd ng61 xuong madt bén.

Khéng gian im 4ng, dat troi im ang.

Anna thé hon hén, ban tay nam chit 1ay cameras.

Luc nay, ngudi ciia C33 bong nhién kéu 1én, "That's Ok!" "Mau trd lai!"

Luc nay Anna méi di 18n, lung lay di vé phia bon ho, vira di vira nhin
trén mat dat, chi so lai dim trang dia 16i. Cho dén khi di dén truéc mait
Rick, bi cau ta om lay, lic nay c¢6 gai méi nam trong long cau ta khoc réng

1én.

Hawkins m¢ 1€n tiéng ndi voi Sean: "Cam co hi€u 1€n cho nay, cho cong
binh dén mot chuyén."

Trén duong xe chay tro lai quan doanh, Anna ngdi chét ling, cai chan
kia hau nhu khong thé cir dong.

Doc theo duong di tat cd moi nguoi rat im lang, Hawkins khong noi cau

gi, Sean chong dau tua vao bén cira s6, ngon tay Rick gd g tay lai, "Rot
cuc lai sdng qua mot ngay a!"
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Chwong 24

Anna ngang dau l€n, nhin vé€ phia cau ta, "Rick.......... Rat xin loi..........
"Xin 161 chuyén gi?" Rick quay dau lai li€c nhin ¢6 ta.
"HOm nay t61 da noi.......... Cong tac cua cac anh rat tha vi..........

. Moi

O~
<~

"Chuyén d6 ay a?" Rick cuoi lac lac dau, "T6i biét ¢ khong ¢
1an chung t6i di thao g& bom, d6 déu 1a mot ngay tan thé."

Sean cling quay dau lai, nhin Anna mot cai, to vé tran an, sau d6 cép cho
Anna mot cai tran an dich 4nh mét, sau d6 nim tay lai, dAm nhe vao vai
Rick, roi khé ngam nga ca khac The end of the world.

Thanh 4m ctia anh c6 su trim 4m cia giong nam, vang 1én giira khung
canh ménh moéng hoang vu nay khién cho nguoi ta bong nhién khong cam
long dugc ma sa vao trong do.

Rick phu hoa theo giai di¢u cua bai hatsm ngon tré khé go 1én tay lai.

Hawkins nghiéng dau lai, nhin vé phia dinh dau Sean 10 ra trén lung
ghé.

Vé t61 doanh dia, Rick cung Sean lay bia dén, cung nhau udng, xem
nhu chic mirng hdm nay song sot sau tai nan.

"Chi 14 udng bia, rit nham chan !" Rick nga 1én giudng, "Néu c6 thé lam
gi d6 thi tot!"

Sean cuodi cuoi, gay gay déng DVD, "Loan thé gial nhan, cau c6 xem
khong?"
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"Lai 1a phim tinh cam lang man, hai ching ta cting nhau xem c6 vé rat
ky quai !" Rick lac lac chai bia.

"Cung t61 xem phim 1a ky quai, nhung cung Anna xem thi 1a 1ang man
2" Sean budn cudi dap Rick mot cai.

Rick udng hoi nhi€éu, chong mat, nang né than tho vai tiéng.

Sean nhin thoi gian thay da khong con sém, vi thé anh kéo lay Rick, "Di
thoi, t61 dua ciu vé phong!"

Rick to ra chéng d6i mot chit, twa ho rat luu luyén chiéc giuvong cua
Sean.

That vat va nang duogc Rick 1én dua tro ve, dép kin chan cho céu ta,
Sean m&i quay lai phong minh, vira di vira d6t mot diéu thude.

D1 dén trudce cira, anh nhin thay c6 bong nguoi ngdi & do, Sean nghiéng
dau, mo ho phac hoa ra mot doi chan dai.

"Hawkins? D3 tré thé nay anh con t&i?"
"Dién ¢ trong phong t61 c6 van de."

"Vi vay...?" Sean 6m canh tay dirng nhin y, d6i khi anh that sy mudn
mo dau ciia Hawkins ra, nhin xem bén trong chtra céi gi.

"To61 nghi nén dén cho cau dé viét bao cao." Hawkins tra 101 thuc vo
cung duong nhién

Sean hoi nhudng may, anh rat mudn da cho Hawkins mot céi, néu y co

thoi gian ngdi & chd nay chd anh, vay thi dén bat cir mot gian phong nao
cling co thé viét xong bao cao.
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"Viét xong anh lap tirc di cho. T6i muén di ngu ." Sean md cua,
Hawkins di theo anh vao. (Cai gi goi 1a “dan s6i vao nha”? Pay chinh 14!
Ka ka ka “0")

Sean nam trén giudng, cam diéu khién tir xa 4n lung tung. Nguoc lai,
Hawkins thuc sy im ling, chi ngdi ¢ trude ban viét cai gi do. Sean liéc mit
nhin y, lai théy trén co y c0 vét san do, d6 1a dau vét bi dan sat pha da hom
nay

Ngon tay Sean khé run, anh muon xudng, nhung cudi cung van 1én tiéng
hoi: "Sao anh khong di Bac si Lewis noi d6 nhin xem?"

"Hmm?" Hawkins van cti dau, cht y dat vao bao cao.

Sean lién ngdi day, cd veé tho bao 161 ngan kéo ra, dem thung thuoc nén
1én mat ban.

Hawkins rdt cuc ngang dau 1én nhin anh, anh mat y binh tinh sau tham
tira ho nhu dang nhin mét dra nho cb tinh gay sy. Anh mat 4y co hd choc
gian Sean, "Toi biét anh rat mudn chét! Nhung t6i khéng hy vong trong luc
thao d& bom, vi miéng vét thuong nhiém tring than tri khong ré ma anh kéo
ca toi cung Rick vao chd chét!"

"Sean." Hawkins nghiéng ngudi lai, hai tay 6m lay khudén mat Sean, nhu
thé 1am vay c6 thé gitt viing lai tAm tinh dang xon xao ctia anh, dua sy quan
tam lo nghi ctia anh 161 ra truéc mat minh.

Sean hit mot hoi, cudi bt dac di, "Anh ¢t luon nhu vay. RO rang co thé
ding ngudi may g& bom, nhung anh lai khong thé khong di dén trudc mat
cai thir vat thé chét tiét éy. Lai khong mac trang phuc phong hg! Toi thuc
khong hiéu anh 1am cach nao dé tt nghiép dugc khoa huin luyén thao d&
bom? Trong mat anh khong hé co ky lut.......... Noi cho t6i biét! Anh lam
thé ndo con co thé ¢ lai trong quan d6i? Cho sau khi anh lam nhiing chuyén
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hoang dudng ndy xong, anh chang nhitng dung loai 4nh mat nay nhin toi,
con dung loai ngit diéu ndy goi tén toi, anh khién t6i cam thdy rang chinh
minh mai 1a ké 1am nhiing chuyén hoang duong kia!"

"Sean." Khuon mat Hawkins dua lai gf?m anh thém mot chut, hoi thé cua
y nhu ¢6 nhu khong cham dén da anh, 4nh mét lanh ling duong nhu lai c6
thém mot phan mém mai.

"Ping nhin t6i kiéu 4y." Sean mudn quay dau di, giong noi lai mang vé
canh cdo. Hanh dong cua Hawkins thoat nhin cting khong dung strc, Sean
lai chi c6 thé duy tri tu thé cil.

"Cau sg¢ to1 chét?”

"Sai, t6i mudn anh sém mot chut phu qubce ky nam dudi ba tac dat nghe
quéc ca! Nhu vy toi va Rick c6 thé duge d6i dén mot ngudi dan dau an
phan! Nhu vay toi va Rick co thé sdng sot tré vé M§!" Sean néi nhing 15i
nay qua k€ rang.

"Cau sg toi chét?" Hawkins 1ap lai van dé kia mot 1an nira, nhu thé
nhirng gi Sean vura no1 hoan toan khong phai 1a dap an.

"Pung vay! Vi sao dén bay gi anh van con séng!" Sean dung sitc mudn
hat ban tay Hawkins ra, d6i phuong budng tay, nhung lai vwon qua nguc
anh, 6m lay anh, dung stc dé Sean nga quy vé phia long minh, anh nhanh
chong bat l1dy canh ban, nhung Hawkins lai cang manh tay 16i kéo anh
xuong.

Tu thé nay cua ho that budn cuoi, Sean cung Hawkins mat d61 mat, anh
ngodi ¢ trén dui y.

"Cau so t0i chét, phai khong?" Hawkins vaAn hoi lai vin dé d6, twa hd
ngay ca ngir khi déu khong thay doi.
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Sean muén dig 1én, Hawkins lai de anh xuéng that manh, chiéc ghé bi
hai nguoi dung sttc ma hoi trugt di, phat ra &m thanh bén nhon trén san,
Sean mudn gio tay ddm Hawkins, lai trong nhay mat cam nhan duogc thir gi
d6 cting rin dinh 1én phia sau minh.

"Fuck! Hawkins

nhin dugc nira, anh biét gio phut nay nguoi dan 6ng ndy muon lam gi, ma

dé toi dung 1én Now!" Sean ciing sap khong
anh thi mot chut ciing khong muon trg thanh mot bd phan trong tri tudong
tuong cuay.

"Pung 16n x0n Sean, cdu cling biét tdo1 muodn gi."

Sean mo ho nhin thay ngon ltra trong mat Hawkins, ngon ltra dang dir
ddi cura quay nhu mudn pha tan su troéi bude cua hai con nguoi.

"Noi cho t61 biét, Sean, cdu so to1 chét, phai khong?"

Sean khong hiéu vi sao Hawkins ¢6 thé chip nhat nhu vay, van khong
ngimg hoi van dé nay, nhung thanh 4m cua y rat u tinh, Sean bong cam thay
con phan nd cia minh giéng nhu mot ngon liét hoa roi vao trong bién bang.

"Pung vay, toi so. Toi 1a cai ké cAm sung dimg sau lung anh, anh biét
khong? Anh co thé tudng tuong duoc khi anh di vé phia chiéc xe chét tiét
kia thi mdi buwocs di cta anh déu 1am cho ngén tay t6i cing do trén co
sing? Anh c6 thé tuong tuong dugc khi anh di dén chd cai cdy cot dién chét
tiét kia thao d& cai gi chd ma bom ........... phat sung ay duong nhu khong
phai dap v& bong dén ma 1a dap v dau cua toi hay khong? Con cé bén
Muoi sau ngay.......... Anh c6 thé tuong tuong dugc mdi ngay khi roi givdng
t6i déu 1ap tirc nghi dén Troi a, ta lai phai cing ké dién kia di lam nhiém vu!
O dau c6 qua lyu dan tryc tiép dem ta nd chét ¢ trén giuong di!"

Hawkins bdng nhién hung hin hén lay anh, manh m& dén ndi lung anh
phai cong 1én, nga vé phia sau.
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Sean vira day duoc y ra, song song bop ldy ba vai d6i phuong, dé manh
xudng, con minh thi gidy mé su kim kep cta vy, tranh ra phia sau. Sean vira
nghiéng ngudi cd dung viing, khong ngd Hawkins di chom tdi, Sean da
chan phai, rat nhanh hai nguoi lai trién ddnh. Néu dung nam tay, Sean thira
nhén vi tri ciia minh bét loi, ma Hawkins, that khong may, cling la cao thu
can chién.

"To1 ghét cau va Rick cung nhau xem dién anh!"

"T61 ghét cau nod1 cd nguot dan ba khac 1a 4o tudng tinh duc cua cau!"

"T6i ghét ciu khong thém nhin dén t6i ngay sau khi két thic nhi¢m vy!"
(10 diéu anh ghét em. ==+)

Sean m¢& to hai mat, 1an dau ti€én anh nhin thay cam xtc cua Hawkins
tya nhu bom ndé manh, y khong hé gao thét, nhitng mdi mot cau lai trong
luc khon cung, am vang khién Sean mo mit.

"Con co, t61 muodn cau."

Dién mao cua Hawkins von anh tuan, trong chdp mat Sean lai thay nd
da tinh cung hoan toan mat suc ki€m che.

Rat nguy hiém, Sean biét.

Hawkins so vdi bat cr mot loai bom nao trén do1 nay déu phai nguy
hiém.

Nhung khi méi hon cia y roi xudng, anh lai khong thé tron.

Nhitng cai mat vao nong bong, khat vong chiém hiru tran ngp trong
khoang miéng Sean
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Hawkins budng tay Sean ra, mdt tran thanh am vai voc ma xat vang Ién,
y da c¢di xudng quan phuc ciia minh, nam lay anh chang van ctr dai ra phia
dudi minh, dua tay anh dat 1€n cai “vat thé” clirng ran cao ngat dén ky cuc
kia.

Sean muon rat tay veé, Hawkins lai cuo1 khé mdt tiéng.

Hawkins rat it cuo1, ny cudi cua y duong nhu vinh vién c6 mot loai trao
phung, nhung lic nay day, Sean lai nghe ra vé tu gicu.

"Con me¢ nd, anh buong tay ra! To1 khong c6 s& thich giip nguoi khac

“chot sung™!"
Hawkins cii xudng, nhe giong noéi bén tai Sean: "NO rat nong, dung
khong?"

"Khon kiép!" Sean quay mit qua chd khac, anh suy nghi xem vi sao
minh ludn khong danh lai dugc Hawkins?

"Cau c6 biét n6 c6 bao nhiéu khao khat dugc tién vao trong than thé cua
cau, xam pham cau?" Hawkins noi rat cham rai, Sean tham nghi giét chét y!

"Cau c6 biét nd c6 bao nhiéu khao khat duoc thé hoi cam giac bi cau gét
gao bao vay lay?" Hoi thd ciia Hawkins phun bén tai Sean, twra nhu mot su
mé hodc, than thé Sean run 1én, mot ludng hoi ndng trao dang, d6 xubng
dudi ha than.

"Cau c¢6 biét n6 khao khat duoc dem cau nhot vao mdt noi khong ai co
thé dén duoc, sau d6 lam cau sudt mot ngay mot déem?"

"Dung lai! Tén dién nay! Im di! Im di!" Sean kéu to 1én, phong bén co
nguoi go vao tuong, y bao bon ho im lang mot chut.
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Hawkins lai hon lay moéi trén cta Sean, khac v&i may lan trude dién
cudng, lic nay day tran ngap 6n nhu va an ui, dau ludi chay doc theo khe
hd cuia @61 mo1 cham rai lach vao, liém lap bo trong cua moi.

Sean hit mot hoi, cud1 nhao mot tiéng, né tranh, "Khong b::fmg anh dem
t6i danh ngat xiu di roi lam!"

"Cau c6 biét vi sao cau ludn khong danh thang duoc t6i?" Hawkins nim
liy tay Sean thong tha chuyén dong trén duc vong cta minh, Sean cing
ngic ca nguoi, cdm nhan dugc mach dap thinh thich cing sitc néng kinh
nguoi & chd do, trai tim anh nhay 1én bang bang kho c6 thé tran tinh duoc.

"Vi sao?"

"Bo1 vi anh ho cua t61 trude kia 1a linh dac chung. Trudce khi anh ta bi
bom tac bay 1én troi, anh ta thuong day t61 t61 danh can chién, ma toi tdi
hung thu chinh 13 1am thé nao tng phé duoc linh dic ching da timg nhan
huan luyén chuyén mon."

Sean sting s6t, anh ho ciia Hawkins bi bom n6 chét?

"Cho nén cau co6 hai lya chon: lay tay, hodc t61 s€ khién cau khong thé
dong day, sau d6 kéo quan cau xudng, lam chuyén t61 muon lam. Chon di!"
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Chwong 25

Sean muon no6i1 "To1 chon cach thu ba bé giy c6 anh", nhung
Hawkins da 1ap kin méi anh, sy 6n nhu vira r61 nhanh chong tan bién, thay

vao do nhiing cai hon say dam nong bong khién nguodi ta vung huyeén.

Pong tac cang liic cang nhanh, Sean dung strc nhich vé phia bén phai ...
c6 thoat di khoi sy manh li¢t ciia Hawkins, anh thd hon hén, d6i moi cia
d6i phuong co qua hai mé anh, ngdm iy cam anh.

Hoi tho tré nén tho ach ning né, Sean khép ho d6i mit, thoang nhin qua
vé mat cua Hawkins.

Anh chua timg nhin thay dang vé lic y nham mat lai, cang chua ting
gip dang vé cua y lic y cau may hudng thy roi lai vinh vién chua du.

Hawkins tya moi bén tai anh, trong thanh am c6 ¥ vi tréu dua: "Vi sao
thay to1 “chot sung”, cau lai ban?"

Sean ngdy ngan ca ngudi, ho hap gap gap cham rai on dinh lai, "Anh c6
thé budng ra dugc chua?"

Hawkins luu loat dung day, rit khan tay trén mat ban, lau lau ha than
ctia minh, roi lai ngdi 1én ghé tiép tuc viét bao cdo.

Sean lay canh tay che khuat mat minh, theo 1y luan ma néi, 40 so mi va

quan dai déu van ¢ trén nguoi anh, nhung anh lai cam thay vira r61 minh da
thuc su b1 Hawkins dem ... “lam™!
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"Fuck!" Anh vuon chin ra da vao ghé ctia Hawkins, ghé khong do, lung
Hawkins cling chi khé€ rung rung.

Hai, ba phut tiép theo, Sean van nam trén mat dat, Hawkins hoan thanh
bao cdo, xoay ngudi lai, nhin vé phia Sean.

"Cau lay hom thudc ra day khong phai dé gitp t6i xur Iy vét thuong hay
sao?"

Sean khong noi 161 nao.
Hawkins mé hom, iy bang gac va thudc bot chéng viém, tw minh xtr 1y.
Pong tac cla y thuan thuc ma tao nhi, Sean budng thong hai tay nam tai

cho nhin vé phia y.

"Hawkins.......... Pi tim mot nguoi dan ba di." Sean bat dau néng gian
thuc su.

"Cau 1a nguoi duy nhét khién t6i mudn 1am tinh." Hawkins dung day,
dem hom thubc tra lai trong ngan tu, sau do kéo Sean lén khoi mat dat,

"Budn ngu thi quay vé giudng ngu."

Sean vO vO dém ndi, "Anh khong bi€t rang givong la noi rat nguy hiém
hay sao?"

"Trén thyc té t6i khong can ¢ trén givdng moi c6 thé 1am cau.”

"Anh c6 thé khong dem hai tur ‘lam cau * dat ¢ trén ctra miéng khong?
Vi sao t6i va anh ndi chuyén khong dén hai cdu s& nghe thay hai cai tir
nay?"

"Trong xe Hummer ciing 1a mot dia diém khong toi. Hodc 1a trong van

phong cua Grey." Nu cuoi no ra trén miéng Hawkins 10c nay rat ro rang,
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khong phai 1a kiéu cudi trao phung hay khuon mit lanh nhu bang, lac nay
nhin y ddy vé thanh thyc ma goi cam. Sean dam danh cuoc, gio phut nay
Hawkins treo nu cuoi di vao mot quan bar, nhat dinh khong thiéu phu ni
san sang cung y di vao trong chiéc Hummer hodc van phong ctia mot bac si
tam 1y nao d6 1am chuyén ma y muén lam.

Hawkins tit ngon dén duy nhat trong phong.
Sean nghi y s& di, khong ngo y lai ngdi xudng bén giudng anh.
"Anh me n6 mudn 1am gi!" Sean lai mudn phat dién .

"Cung t6i ngu hodc cung t6i 1am xong cai chuyén vira roi chung ta dang
lam do, cau chon cai nao?" Thanh am ctia Hawkins trurdc sau nhu moét chira
dung day ¥ cuoi, ma Sean biét cho du anh c6 di ké chuyén nay véi bat ctr ai
khac thi ciing khong c6 nguoi tin Hawkins biét “cuoi” - theo diing nghia
cua no.

Sean c6 chit moi mét, khong phai than thé, ma 13 cac té bao than kinh

dang thuong cua anh.

Ma hai nguoi dan ong than hinh cao 16n cung nam trén mot chiéc
giwdng don chi c¢é thé Sean cam thdy minh sip bi ép vao trong vach tudng.

"Anh c6 thé quay vé phong minh hay khong?"

"Khong phai hom nay." Hawkins nghiéng nguodi, canh tay vong qua
nguoi Sean, dung sttc kéo anh vao 1ong minh, hoi thd cta y phai vao ¢o
anh.

Sean rat mudn day y lian xudng khoi giuong, anh ciing tin rang minh co
da nang luc dé lam thé. Nhung khi anh nghi dén tu thé cta hai ngudi lic
nay, Sean tinh nguyén lua chon an phan, tuyét d6i khong mudn khién dbi
phuong lai ¢6 co hoi day 1én duc hoa.
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H6 hap diu di va kéo dai, Sean nhdm hai mat lai, khong cam giac thay
nguoi phia sau lung kh€ hon 1€n gy anh.

skekok

Ngay hom sau, khi tinh lai, Sean phéat hién ra minh dang nam trong tu
thé “céa thién ha nay déu thudc vé ta”, nghia 1a mdt minh chiém ca chiéc
giwong! Tay dap dap, cai gi ciing khong so t6i, dong ho bao thirc vang lén,
anh nam Up sap, dau 6c co chut mo mit.

Sean hip mat nhin quanh cin phong, dudng nhu su ton tai cia Hawkins
dém qua chi la 4o gidc ma thoi.

Anh thé dai mét hoi, ¢b hong dau dau.

M6 chai nuéc khoang, udng vai hép, an diém tdm xong, lai 1a doi 1énh.
Nhung tat ca bon ho déu biét, thoi gian doi 1énh thudng thuong s& khong
vuot qua nira budi sang.

"Cau nodi 1a bon ho phét hién noi phan tir tang trir hang néng & ving
ngoai 6?" Sean ban tin ban nghi.

"Anh cling biét déy tho1, cho du bon ho phat hién kho lta ctia phan quan
cling s& 1am nhu kho dan ma kéu tt ca cung tién dén." Rick stra sang lai vii
khi trang bi, mé cira xe ngdi xudng, "Bat qua lan nay 1a tiéu doi hién dang
canh gilt & kho hang kia chi dich tén ching ta t&i tiép vién bon ho."

"Vi sao?" Yét hau anh twa ho sung 16n hon.
Rick nhin thoang qua Hawkins di ngdi yén vi sau xe, néi: "Nghe noi

tiéu doi tién vao tra xét thdy mot thung bom trén c6 dan gidy niém phong
vo1 dong chir: Sinh nhat vui vé, Hawkins."
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Sean thd dai, mé cura xe ngéi vao, "Montero James?"
"Pi s& biét." Hawkins 1én tiéng.
Rick vira dinh phat dong xe roi khoi ga ra lién thay c6 nguoi chay t6i.

"Anna?" Rick ngan nguoi, "Hom nay nhiém vu ciia ching toi rat dic
thu, tuyét d6i khong thé dua co di theo!"

Anna n¢ nu cuoi, "To1 biét to1 tot nhat khong nén bam dudi cac anh, bdi
vi t01 s€ chi lam c4c anh phan tam, con c6 thé tao ra phién phuc. To61 chi
muon noi... Rick, buoi to1 hom nay t61 mugn bép cua quan doanh lam chut
mi Y cho anh, anh nhat dinh phai tr¢ vé an."

Sean huyt sdo vang doi.

Tuy rang Rick van noi néu tr¢ lai M7 s€ tim mot c6 ban gai xinh dep va
cO phong cach, nhung hién tai khi c6 my nit t6 vé cd cam tinh vdi cau ta,
cau ta thoat nhin lai thuc binh tinh.

"To1 s€ cO hét sure."

Xe di.

Sean bong nhién nh¢ to1 diéu gi: "Rick, cdu noi trén gidy niém phong
viét ‘Sinh nhat vui vé, Hawkins’?"

"Phai."
"Vay hom nay la sinh nhat Hawkins?"
"Anh phai héi sép cua ching ta."

Sean quay dau lai: "Ha, that sao?"
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Hawkins nhin anh, r mét tiéng.

"Chi mong diy khong phai 13 sinh nhat cudi cing cta anh." Sean quay
dau lai.

Xe di dén trudc moét kho hang dung bang gd cii ki, co may chiéc xe
quan dung dung cach kho hang khoang 25m.

"Pem sung 6ng dan dugc dit ¢ nha kho dung bang gd? Phan quan bi
bom nd hong dau rdi hay sao?" Rick dong cira xe, di vé phia tiéu doi dang
lam nhi€m vu canh churng.

"C6 1€ muc dich cua bon ho chinh 1a chd ching ta dén day, sau do tai
dem ca kho hang cung chung ta nd vang 1én troi." Sean cam thay lung tat
ngura, not gai rach da c6 chut dau.

"Chung ta phai di vao that sao?"

"Khong, chung ta ding nguoi mdy. Bao céo cho thiy trong kho hang
khong c6 bac thang." Hawkins bat dau thiét 1ap thiét bi giam thi.

Sean quay dau lai nhin y, néu ¢ day c6 bom ctia Montero, Hawkins han
1a ty minh di vao ma khong phai 1a ding ngudi may, hudng hd ¢ ngoai kho
hang diéu khién nguoi may tién vao tham do tham chi thao d& bom can ki
x40 it cao. (Phau thuat ndi soi?=.=

"Hawkins?" Sean nhin y.

D61 phuong dua cho anh mot lo nudc khoang, "Sean, nhin cau c6 vé
khong thodi mai?"

Rick bi nhiing 161 nay hép dan chu y, "Sean, anh bi bénh sao? Bit qua
t6i chi thdy trén mat anh dot nhién ndi 1én hai cai mun day thi thoi."
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"Cam on, " Sean nhan lay binh nudc, "T6i chi thdy c6 hong khong may
thoai mai thoi."

Ntra gio dich sau, ngudi may cham rai khoi dong, di vao kho hang.
Cameras loang choang, Sean vira tim buat vira cudi néi: "Ha, Hawkins!
To1 s¢ anh da 1au khong diéu khién nguoi may, dung lai khong chao hoi gi

da lam n6 bom!"

Hawkins nghiéng mat nhin lai, khoe miéng hudng vé phia trudc khé
cong, dang tiéc Sean cui dau khong nhin thay.

Ngudi may di vao, Hawkins da chirng minh dugc ngéon tay minh ngoai
trir thdo g& bom, trén ban diéu khién ciling rat linh hoat.

"Sean, lai day." Hawkins nhin man hinh, néi.

Sean di dén, "Sao thé, t6i nghe nodi noi d6 co ca thung bom, dimg noi
vO1 t01 nguol may cua anh tinh mang tung thung ting thung mot di ra."

Hawkins dung cam chi chi man hinh, Sean hip mat, thdy cameras cua
nguoi may chup duoc mot hop sat ky quai noi goc tuong, "6 1a bom sao?"

"Cang gidng nhu mot thiét bi kip no."

"Thiét bi kip n6?" Sean ngan ngudi.

Nguoi may tiép tuc thong tha di dong, Sean thdy diy dan kéo dai vao
dén trong thung day bom, sau d6 vo so soi ddy tu tdp di vé phia cai hop sat
nam trong goc tuong.

"Fuck!" Sean 6m ldy dau, "Ca kho hang nay chinh 1a mét qua bom!

Chiing ta phai rat lui khoi ddy, dé cho truc thang dén truc tiép nd tan noi
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nay!"
Hawkins dua tay chi chi man hinh.

Sean thay trén hop sat dung bat ky tén viét: G& duoc s6 bom nay, may
c6 thé biét tao & noi nao.

"To1 phai g& s6 bom nay."

"Noi an dau ciia Montero James dang dé anh lay tinh mang ctia minh di
mao hiém?" Sean cam thdy Hawkins khong thé néi 1y, "Chiing ta chi can roi
di, sau do dé cho truc thang hoac la bt ¢t don vi nao khac dén kip nd noi
nay thi tt roi!"

"Bom ctia Montero da giét chét anh cua t61." Lo1 cia Hawkins khién
Sean cliing nguoi.

.......... Anh cta anh d3 chét! Hon nita cho du anh d& bo chd bom ngu
ngdc nay ciling khong cé nghia 1a Montero s& that sy noi cho nguoi anh biét

han ¢ noi nao!"

"Hién tai khong phai lic thao luan chuyén nay." Thanh am ctia Hawkins
rat quyét doan, y da quyét tim 1am theo ¥ minh.

Y dung thang day, vo tay vai cai that vang, moi ngudi déu nhin vé phia
y: "Tat ca lui vé phia sau, ra ngoai 200m!"

"P6 dién!" Sean hir mot tiéng, anh biét hét thay moi ngan can déu 1a phi
cong.

Nhéan duogc lgi canh bo, tat ca moi nguoi 1én xe, ro1 khot kho hang, chi
con lai tiéu doi ctia Hawkins van dimg chd cil.
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Sean cing thang: "Cho ngudi may ding lai di, néu n6é khong can thin
moc phai day dan.......... " S6 bom & day ciing du dwa bon ho van 1én troi
hon muoi lan.

"Liic nay chi co6 thé dung tay kip nd." Hawkins ding ban diéu khién.

Sean hit sdu mot hoi, "Nghe anh noi that giéng nhu tir dau toi gid anh
chua tirng nghi dén dung tay di kip nd."

Hawkins goi Rick toi, 14y trang phuc bao ho

"Trang phuc bao ho?" Rick co chit kinh ngac, sé 1an Hawkins mic
trang phuc bao ho c6 thé dém duogc trén dau ngon tay.

"Tuy rang tha d6 vo6 dung, nhung t61 mac nd vao hai nguoi cac cau s€
thoai mai hon nhi€u." Hawkins ndéi xong quay sang nhin Sean, "Cho t61
mac xong, cac cau cling lui ra ngoai ban kinh 200m."

"Anh nhét dinh phai tw minh di vao?"
"Bang khong Trung si Sean Elvis om yéu di vao cung t6i?" Hawkins
dua tay vudt ve ma Sean, "Sau d6 vi choang vang dau ma sdy tay vdi mot

cai kip nd, sau do6 té1 va cadu muon sttc cia nii bom nay lao ra tang khi
quyén?"
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Chwong 26

Sean ngay dai, Hawkins chua bao gio néi dua, cho du la lanh mat ma
dua, hom nay dot nhién nghe y néi vay khién anh quén ca tranh né mong
vudt soi cua y dua dén.

Rick 161 trang phuc phong hd ndng trich ra, cung véi Sean giip do y
mac lén.

"Ha, Hawkins, t01 dam thé réng anh la nguo1 mac trang phuc phong ho
nhin dep trai nhat trong s tit ca nhimg nguoi timg mac!" Rick cudi noi,
nhung thanh am cua cau ta cling dang run 1én.

"T61 cling dam c4 la néu Seo cling mac thtr nay dirng canh Hawkins, cau
tuyét d6i khong nhan ra ai 1a ai!" Sean kéo lai ngay ngan phan bao vé nguc
roi vo vai Hawkins, "Co diéu nguoi anh em a, anh qua thuc dién trai dén
ngay nguoi!"

"B dam nhu thé nao?" Rick thir 4m thanh.

"Nghe théy." Hawkins tra 161, "Céc cau di duoc roi."

"Pi, dém tir mot dén ba, ching ta cing nhau xoay ngudi."

Ba gidy dong ho sau, Sean cung Rick di vé phia tiéu doi canh gic, ma
Hawkins di vé phia kho hang.

Khi di duogc vai chuc budc, Sean bong tim léy Rick.
"Sean?" Rick ngac nhién.

"Cau di trude di, toi phai ¢ lai noi nay."
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"Cai gi? Sean.......... " Rick bat 1ay anh, "Anh & lai ddy ciing v dung, bat
luan Hawkins thanh cong hay that bai anh ciing khong thé lam dugc gi cho

"

anh ta, anh cling biét..........
"Con mot vige to1 co the [am."
"Cai gi?"

"Lam cho anh ta biét so hii." Sean vd vai Rick, "Tin t6i, toi sé khong
chét."

Rick nhin Sean, "Anh & gan Hawkins 1au nén ciing dién ro61?"

"Co 1€ vay. Rick.......... Cau xem nhu 13 ngudi binh thudong duy nhat
trong t0 chiing ta, vi thé cau nhét dinh phai séng. Nhé 3, toi nay mon mi
6ng ciia Anna dang cho cau."

"Pung vy, cho nén toi s& khong ndi dién cing hai nguoi!" Rick twa hd
bi Sean choc gian, cau ta van cam théy néu so sanh gilta Sean cung
Hawkins, Sean rd rang gidng cdu ta, c6 16i suy nghi ctia mot cong dan My
binh thuong, nhung hién tai, Sean twa nhu lai cung mdt “chung toc” véi
Hawkins.

"Xin 10i, Rick!" Sean nhin theo Rick ho mot tiéng.

"Anh me¢ n6 mau chong trg vé trude khi cai 1éu rach nat d6 no tung!"
Rick can rang di v€ phia khoang céach an toan.

Sean ngoi tai chd, anh nhin thdy Hawkins di vao gian phong, vi thé bén
két ndi bo dam véi y.

"Hey, Hawkins, bén trong d6 cam giac nhu thé nao?" Sean dit hai tay
trén dau goi, ban tay phai iét chit 1ay ban tay trai, 1ac ndy nhip tim cua anh
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tang nhanh.

"Toi nghi thoat ra khoi bd trang phuc ngu ngdc nay." Sean khong ngd
Hawkins lai tra 101 anh.

"Toi ciing khong hiéu vi sao anh mic no." Ké dién Hawkins s& khong
tin tudng bat clr thir gi ngoai trir ngén tay cuia minh.

"Béi1 vi cau muodn t61 mac." Cau tra 101 cua Hawkins khién Sean vui dau
gitra hai chan, nd nu cuoi, cho t&i lic ndy anh chua tirng nghi Hawkins sé
dem y kién cua anh dat vao tai.

"Hawkins, anh can phai thanh cong, néu khong toi s& cung voi anh bi
danh vang ra ngoai vi tru!" Sean nhin vao kho hang kia, tua hd chi mot
thoang co6 thir gi do s€ bao liét tran ra.

"Chi can cdu doi & ngoai hai tram mét, cho du t61 chét cau cling chi cam
thdy mot it khi nong ma théi." Thanh 4m ctia Hawkins mang theo hoi tho
gap, khong biét boi vi cing thang hay bai vi sy oi birc bén trong trang phuc
phong ho.

"Hién gio t6i dang & cach kho hang tir 25m dén 50m va dang ¢ ging
nhin thdy anh." Noi xong ciu d6, anh thdy hoi thé von trAm trong cua

Hawkins bong nhién ngimg han lai.

Pay 1a 1an dau tién ¢ canh Hawkins trong miy ngdy qua, Sean c6 mot
chut that dac ¥.

"V1isao cau lai & d6?" Thanh am cua Hawkins nhich cao han 1én.
"Vi tra thu anh. Thiéu uy Hawkins, xin anh can than tat ca moi duong

day dudi chan, dung vo y vap phdi hay cat sai cai nao." Sean hit sdu mdt
hoti, "Hién tai anh biét s¢ hai ro1 sao?"
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"CAu muon tra thu t6i moi lan di lam nhiém vu déu khién cau sg hai?"

"Pung vay. Con co.......... O tai cai khoang cach khong xa khéng gan
nay nodi voi anh mét cau ‘Sinh nhat vui vé’ cling khong t¢!" Sean trung mat
nhin mu ban tay, may cai “mun ddy thi” trén tay anh hinh nhu sap ra ra
nuoc!

"Sean, t61 dd m& hop sat, bén trong khong ¢ thiét bi kip nd."

Sean nghe thé, ho hap cang tré nén tram trong.

"Trong kho hang c6 nhiéu doi bom nhu vay chimg té co thé co vo sd
thiét bi kip no."

"Cho nén tranh ra cang xa cang tot, Sean."

Sean hé mi¢ng, "Néu anh biét t61 I dén khoang cach an toan nhu vay
hi¢u qua tra thu cling khong con, chang phai sao?"

"T61 s€ khong rut lui."

"Toi biét, anh can thong tin vé tung tich cia Montero James." Ngon tay
Sean de 1én huyét thai duong, gio phut nay anh thuc s¢ hai, khong phai vi
minh s& bi nd dén ngay ca mii cling khong tim thdy, ma 1a s¢ trén doi nay
khong bao gid con ai dién khung gidng nhu Hawkins nira.

"Hawkins, dit nhiéu bom nhu vay, muc dich cia Montero la mudn anh
giai quyét khong xué, cho nén chung né han phai ¢ quan hé song song, thtr
tim kiém xem, nhét dinh nhimg duong day dé phai di vé ciing mot vi tri nao

do..... néu cai hop st kia chi 1a thu thuat che mat."

"To61 dang tim."
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Ntra gi¢ sau, thanh am ciia Hawkins lai truyén dén, "Tim duoc r6i."

"Nhung anh cam thdy Montero s& khong ting mén qua sinh nhat don
gian nhu vay. Anh phai tim duoc thiét bi kip nd cua ching giita mot nai day
dQ’."

Ngay sau d6 lai 1a im lang, Hawkins dong b dam, y can chuyén tam.

Lan tht hai lién lac Sean, Rick muén anh thuyét phuc Hawkins budng
tay khoi vu nay.

"Cau cam thiy c6 ai d6 co thé thuyét phuc anh ta sao?" Sean cam thay
budn cudi.

Nhung vao lic nay, Hawkins lai di ra khoi cin phong kia, chay vé phia
Sean.

"Sean, chay!!!"

Hawkins vira chay vira cdi trang phuc phong ho dé giam bét sirc ning.
"Lam sao vay?" Sean bat day, c6 chut chodng vang.

"Bén trong con c6 modt qua bom hen gid, con khéng dén 2 phuat!"

Sean nhin thdy Hawkins hoan toan thoat khoi trang phuc phong ho, vot
lai day.

Hon mudi gidy sau, Sean bi y tim chay vé phia trude.

Xa xa, Rick tua ho cling hiéu duoc tinh hudng nguy cap, huéng bon ho
manh liét ngoic.
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Sean phuc hoi tinh than, cing Hawkins chay hdi ha vé phia tiéu doi
dang dong tai ngoai 200m, tat ca suy nghi déu ngung tré, trai tim treo trén
khong trung, ngoai trir con dau 4m noéng dén tir cb tay, noi Hawkins nam
chat, anh khong cam thu duoc bét ¢t thu gi khac.

Khi Rick tam liy Sean kéo vé phia minh, sau lung bon ho 1a mét tiéng
n6 kinh hoang, khong khi mang theo ap luc thoi bay dat cat vé phla sau
lung Sean, anh khong chéng d& duoc sirc ép clia vu nd, nga sip xudng.

Tiéng nd khién Sean cam thay trong dau minh c6 thr gi do vura nut vo
ra mot duong, anh nga sap trén nguoi Rick.

Vai gidy sau, tai Sean van ong ong nhu trudc. Rick cham rdi nang anh
day, Sean ngdi & mot bén, anh phat hién Hawkins van tam chit ldy co tay

anh nhu cu.

Gio phuit nay, y nhin vé phia anh, tua ho dang néi gi, dang tiéc 15 tai
Sean qua thuc khong nghe thay bat ctr thanh am gi.

Trén nguoi ho day bui dat.
"Chung ta con sdng khong?" Sean hoi, tuy rang U tai khong nhanh vy
da hét, nhung nhin théy vé mit Rick, Sean c¢6 thé doan duogc bon ho that sy

con song.

Nhitng binh linh khac di téi nang bon ho day, con vd lung Sean cing
Hawkins tya hd noi gi.

Sean cam thay thuc choang vang.
Tat ca mo1 nguoi Ién xe chuan bi ro1 di.
Sean van ngoi ¢ vi tri cli, nhung lac nay, anh khong ti tay 1én ctra so,

chéng lay ddu ma 1a tya han vao lung ghé, nham mit lai.
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"Sean? Sean?" Xe chay duoc khoang 30°, thanh am cua Rick bat dau rd
rang 1én, diéu nay khién Sean thay cam kich Thuong Dé, vi 13 tai anh chua
vi vu no kia ma diéc!.

"T61 khong sao.......... Rick.......... T6i chi mudn ngu..........
Xe loang choang vé téi doanh dia.

Rick vbn dinh danh thirc Sean, nhung mdi lay lay anh vai céi cdu ta lién

phat hi¢n khong ding, "Sean anh phat sot!"

"Vay sao? Toi tr¢ ve€ an hai vién thuoc." Sean md to mat, mo ctra xe di
xudng, Hawkins nang 1ay anh, sau d6 cong anh 1én lung.

"Rick, dua Sean di tim Lewis."
D1 vao phong khadm ctuia Lewis, Hawkins dat Sean 1én trén giuong.
Lewis gitip anh do nhiét do co thé.

"Ac, 39 d0." Anh ta coi quﬁn 4o cua Sean nhin nhin, "Cau ta b1 Zona*."
(*Herpes zoster)

"Cai gi? b6 1a bénh gi?" Vé mat Rick mo mit.

"Gidng bénh thuy dau, cdu ta cAn nghi ngoi, khong duoc dé cho cu ta
gdi v& cac boc mun, nhu vay rat dé nhiém trung. Pay 1a thubc ubng va
thudc boi. Toi s& viét don dé cau ta nghi ngoi ba ngay."

"Ctr nhu vay?" Rick nhudng mi.

"Clr nhu vay." Lewis 10 rang cam gidc dugc anh mat Hawkins theo sat
sau minh, anh ta thay khon ngoan hon c4 1a tré v€ ban lam viéc.
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Sean dua v€ phong, dat Ién trén giuong.

Rick gitip Sean udng thuodc, sau do chuan bi giup Sean cdi quan éo.

"T61 s€ gitp cdu ta boi thudc, Anna con dang cho cau." Hawkins noi véi
Rick. (Con a, dau hu cua “a cha” con dau phai ai cting an dugc, con “ba ba”

con durng do chi! =.=+)

"Pung vdy, Anna!" Luc nay Rick méi nhd t6i con chua cho Anna biét
minh da binh an da tré lai, "Vay Sean ..... nh¢o anh!"

Hawkins ngo1 vao bén giuong, c¢61 ciic 4o dong phuc cua Sean, dé 16 4o
T-shirt mau trang va quan sam mau. Y co1 not 4o trong cua anh, xuong quai
xanh tinh t€ khoe manh cung duong cong co thé duyén dang ctr nhu vay

hién ra ¢ trrdéc mat Hawkins.

Y dung khan mat thadm nudc 4m, lau minh cho Sean, can than tranh khoi
nhitng dai myn do.

"Hawkins.......... Anh dang lam cai gi..........

"Lau mo6 héi, sau dé boi thuée cho cau. Cau noé1i mun zona, néu thay
ngtra cling khong dugce gai." Pong tac tay cua Hawkins nhe nhang vo cung.

Sean von thuc dé y ban than cai gi cling khong mac cir nhu vay nam
trudc mat Hawkins, nhung gio phut nay bi€u tinh cua Hawkins cung sy can

than ti mi ciia nhitng ngon tay y khién anh khong hiéu sao bong tin tuong y.

bi gai vo."

"An.......... " Sean mo ho gat gat dau.
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Boi thude cho Sean xong, Hawkins ciing khong mic lai y phuc cho anh
ma dem chan nhe nhang phu lén nguoi Sean.

*Bénh Zona hay con goi 1a Zona than kinh, "Gioi leo"
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Chwong 27

Sean ngu say, Hawkins ngoi bén canh Sean, dua vao dau givong.
Ntra dém, Sean tinh lai, cdm gidc bén canh c6 nguoi.
"Muon uong nudc? Hay dau?"

"Hawkins.......... Anh van ¢ day .......... " Sean ¢ gang nhin rd mat y
trong bong tdi.

"Pé trong ching khong cho cdu gii phd mun nudc." Thanh am cua
Hawkins van lanh nhat nhu moi khi.

Sean cud1 mot tieng, "HOom nay thiéu chut nita da mat mang, vi sao anh
con ¢ thé binh tinh nhu vay?"

"T6i cling khong binh tinh, toi rat s hai."
"So hai? S¢ cai gi?"

"So ciu sé chét."

"Nhu vay t61 da tra thu thanh cong."

"T61 s¢ 1a s¢ con chua kip lam cau thi cau da chét!" Hawkins noi 101 vo
cung thiéu lang man khong chut do du.

"Tro1 a, to1 that khong nén tinh lai. Ngoai trir 1am ddi tuong ao tuong

tinh duc, t61 khong con tac dung gi khic véi anh nita sao?" Sean dua tay
bop bop tran.

https://thuviensach.vn



"Sean, cau khong chi 1a doi tuong ao tudng tinh duc."

"T61 con la dong ddi ctia anh." Sean dung nam tay dam nhe vao nguoi y,
"Nhan tién... chuc anh sinh nhat vui vé."

"Toi c6 thé hon cau khong?"

"A —— Troi oi!" Sean rén 1én, "Anh khong thiy toi dang sinh bénh hay
sa0? Vi sao con tra tan than kinh cua t6i nhu vay?"

"Quén di." Hawkins than nhién.
Sean thd dai, "Trén ngudi t61 moc ra cai dong mun nudc chét ti¢t kia,
con dang ra mu, t61 that khong hi€u lam thé nao anh con c6 thé mudn may

chuyén dé voi t61?"

"Trén thyc t€ chi c6 nhiing cho cau gai v& mdi c6 chiut nudc mu ma
thoi."

"Puogc 101, ching ta ¢ theé khong ban luan vé van dé nudc mu nira dugc
khong?"

"Pung vay, nhung trén thuc té cau la nguoi nhac dén no trudce."

Sean ty dong xem nhe cau n6i do, "Khong thé 1ap tirc phat hién qua bom
hen gid kia, ¢ phai anh rat kho chju?"

"[t nhat toi da phat hién ra nd trude khi no phat no."

Sean nhim mat lai, anh phat hi¢n ra rﬁng bat ké ho noi vé chu dé gi,
Hawkins déu c6 kha niang khién cho né két thic trong vong ba cau.

Nhung vao lic ndy, di dong trong tii quan Hawkins rung.
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Y lay n6 ra, nhd vao anh sdng nhan nhat cua man hinh, Sean thay
Hawkins nhdn may, y tiép dién.

"Good evening, dear Hawkins."

"Montero James." Hawkins néi ra cai tén do, Sean sung sot, nhin vé
phiay.

"That dang tiéc vi may da khong thanh cong mé ra qua ting cua tao!"

"Nhung tao tin rang may sé& thuc vui vé nghe thdy ‘qua ting’ clia may
giong nhu phdo hoa ming nim méi bay 1én troi."

"An hir, mdi mot qua bom déu 1a mot tac phém ngh¢ thuat, cling khong
phai mdi nguoi déu gidngnhu may, xem nghé thuat 1a cong dich. Tiép theo
day, tao s& ting cho may mot mon qua khac, cling rat tuyét."

Noéi xong, dién thoai lién ngat.
Hawkins ngod1 yén.

"Ga dién kia lai ddm goi di¢n t&i tim anh?" Sean c6 chut budn cudi, anh
cam théy quan hé gitta Hawkins va Montero that dac biét, nhung nhét thoi
khong chi ra duoc sy dic biét d6 & chd nao.

"Trudc khi anh ho ctia t61 di lam nhi¢ém vy, Montero tung goi dién thoai
cho t6i. Han noi hin sé dung bom tac anh ho cua toi dén cung chd voéi
Thuong Dé. Luc d6, t6i con dang trong ky huan luyén thao d& bom, toi da
cho rang cudc goi d6 chi 1a mot tro dua dai."

Sean kha la bat ngo, mot Hawkins v cung luoil cung nguot khac noi

chuyén va gidi bay tim su, thé nhung lai cting anh néi nhirg chuyén do.
Hawkins cling khong phai loai nguoi gip chuyén dau long sé tim ngudi ké
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16. Y s& dem chiing chon sau trong tim ddy long, thang cho dén khi ching
ngat thd ma chét, y ciing s& van trudc sau nhu mot khong chut doi sic.

"Sau d6 thi sao?" Trong dém 4y, Sean bdng rat mudn nghe y noi, rat
mudn nhin thay y budng nhiing chuyén dau long 4y ra khoi vuc sau cua tim

hén, co 1& 1am thé trai tim y s& co thé tha 1ong.

"Sau d6 anh ho cua t6i khong bao gid trd vé. Ngudi ta an tang quin
phuc ctia anh 4y trong vuon. Toi dung trudc md, di dong lai vang ."

"La Montero?"

"Pung vay, han hoi tdi c6 thich mon qua ctia hin hay khoéng? Toi hoi
hén tai sao phai 1am nhu vay? Han néi ‘Hoi gia toc cia may’." Hawkins hoi
cli dau, nhin vé phia mat Sean trong bong toi.

"Anh s& tim duogc hin, Hawkins."

"Co 18." Hawkins ding day, di ra cura, "Ngu ngon, Sean."

Sang hom sau, Rick dén tham Sean.

"Hey, ngudi anh em! Anh thé nao !"

Sean ngdi xuong, ti€p nhan sandwich ma Rick mang dén, "Con song, ha
sot, nhung than thé ngtra ngdy khoé chiu."

"Miéng sandwich kia khong phai binh thudng, 13 Anna lam cho anh."

"That sao?" Sean can mot ngum, "Nhu vdy ngay hom qua Anna lam mi
6ng cho cau huong vi nhu thé nao?"

"Rat tot!" Rick ngdi bén canh Sean, "Dén ndi ngay ca mi 6ng c6 mui vi
gi to1 déu khong nhé noi!"
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Sean nd nu cuoi, "Bat qua miéng sandwich nay mui vi cling khong té
lam."

"Lat nira t61 s€ cung ddi1 khac di tuan tra, quan doanh c6 di€u mot nguoi
dén tam thay vi tri ciia anh, c6 di€u anh khong & trong xe toi cling ching

biét no1 chuyén vor ai."

"Yén tam, cau s€ tan gau rat vui vé voi nguoi mdi. Anh ta s€ day cau
cach do1 pho véi mon mi ong that bai ciia phu nir!"

"Pung ro1 Sean, nghe n61 Bac khu bén nay cua chung ta c6 sy di€u dong

"BPi¢u dong loai nao, c¢6 thé dua ching ta quay tré vé nudc khong?"

"Anh nam mo di thoi! Nghe néi quan doanh ctia ching ta s& ¢6 linh dic
chung dén dong, c6 thé s& co hoat dong am sat d6i v4i phan quan."

Sean gat dau, "Lac trude to6i & hau bi, néu di duogc phai dén Baghdad
han phai 13 tién tram hodc 1a tién phong, c6 18 t6i ciing chang biét ai trong

sO ho."

"To6t [dam, nguoi anh em, hy vong anh sém dugc mac lai bd quan phuc oi
blrc nay, to1 di phién tryc, nhd phai cau nguyén cho t61 binh an tro veé."

"Thugng B¢ che chd cau!"

Rick di rdi, Sean lién nham chan nim & trén givdng, bdng nhé t&i minh
con chua udng thuoc. Cr ndm mai thuc sy rat chan, anh quyét dinh dung
1én d1 lai1.

Tuy rang Bac si Lewis da dan do tot nhat khong duoc dé c6 mod hoi,

nhung Sean van mic 4o T-shirt di ra may quan hang nhé ngoai quan doanh.
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Nhitng quan hang nay déu 1a ngudi ban xt kinh doanh, phan 16n trong
sd ho déu d3 duoc kiém tra than phan k§ cang moi dugc phép ¢ day ban
hang, chu yéu 1a DVD.

Pi qua bén canh ho, c6 thé nghe thiy thir tiéng Anh sit seo vé cai gi
"Nam do6la mot chiée, mudi ddoola hai chiée" linh tinh...

"C6 phim khoa hoc vién tuéng khong?" Sean hoi bon ho, néi xong roi
Sean mdi cam thdy minh 1a thang ngdc. May thir dién anh “chan chinh” &
tredc mat nhimg g dan 6ng “nghen” may thang troi 12 hoan toan khong thé

tiéu thu duoc!

Nguodi ban hang rong dua ra trudc mat anh mot chiéc DVD, khong
ngung lap di 1ap lai mot chit "good". Xem bia mit chi biét 1a AV.

Sean bong nhién tdm ngira, 1y ra mudi dola mua hai chiéc.
Khoé duoc co hdi & mot minh, vira luc tranh tha thich mot chut.
Tré lai ky tac x4, bat dau mé DVD.

Nit dién vién AV trong phim c6 dang ngudi qua thyc khién cho dan ong
nhiét huyét phun trao .......... .......... :

Ngay trong nhay mat khi ban ra, trudc mat Sean tran ngdp hinh anh
Hawkins ndm chit liy tay anh budc anh gitip y “choi stng” .....

Long nguc anh cing lai, Sean nhin tran nha, ngiy dai.
Vira roi anh da nghi gi?

Thuong Pé a! Khong thé nao! Chuyén nay tuyét d6i khong thé nao!

https://thuviensach.vn



Trén man hinh, nir chinh con dang y loan tinh mé, ma Sean ciing da doa
ra mot than mo hoi lanh.

Anh bit dau giup chinh minh tim cé.

Sean, cau lo lang cai gi? Cho khi cong viée ¢ day cham dut, cau s& quay
vé My, dén luc d6 s& khong gip lai cai tén dién Hawkins, ciu lai c6 thé tin
tinh cing my nhan tay trong tay, nhitng hinh anh kinh khing nay sao c6 thé

con xuat hién?

Cau chi tiép xuc vé1 Hawkins quéa thuong xuyén ma thoi, tén kia lai de
trén ngudi cau ma “choi sung”, dan dén két qua nay cling chang co gi la.

Nhung sau khi mat nira ngdy tim 1y do, Sean vén lo so bat an nhu cil.
Anh buéc nhanh ra khéi phong, di tim Tién si Grey.

Nhung truéc ban cua Grey lai dang c6 nguoi ngdi, 6ng ta hoi ngac
nhién khi thiy Sean.

"Hey, nguoi anh em! Chuyén cua t61 kha cép bach! Liéu cau co thé
nhuong cho t61 chut thoi gian?"

Nguoi linh kia gat dau, nhanh nhen dirng 1€n, con bop chat vai Sean ma
n6i: "Khong cé gi 1a khong thé troi qua, anh em!" Sau d6 lién di.

Ngon tay cua Tién si Grey nhe nhang dap lén mat ban, Sean ngo6i xuong
phia doi dién vo1 Ong ta, hai ban tay 6m 1ay dau té vé sau nao.

"Tién si Grey .......... ToO1 nay sinh mot van dé rat 16m.......... Van dé na
y .

"

thuc nghiém trong..........

"Nghiém trong dén c& nao?"
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"Hom nay t0i di mua DVD, sau d6 t6i nam & trén giuong.......... " Sean
tho dai, birc bdi, nhitng 10i tiép theo anh thuc kho ma néi ra duoc!

Tién si Grey nghiém tic quan sat vé mit cta anh, sau d6 cb gang dung
ngir diéu thoai mai noi: "Ping ndi véi t6i 1a cau khong thé ctng ran, d6 qua
thuc 14 mot van dé nghiém trong. Nhung Sean.......... Chiu ap luc manh
trong thoi gian dai khién cho dan ong mét di nang luc chi 1a tam thoi. Pac
biét cau lai thudc binh chung cong tac nguy hiém cao d, hién tuong do cod
xay ra ciing rat binh thuong."

Sean khong biét phai noi gi, anh khong hiéu thé quai nao Tién si Grey
lai nghi dén phuong dién kia, bi ngudi ta cho rang minh ‘khéng thé cuong’,

diéu nay khién anh thuc khong biét nén khoc hay cuoi.

"Vay cai ga dién Hawkins kia nhu thé nao chi can nghi... lién c6 thé
ctrng 1én? Han moi 12 nguoi dé bi tac bay nhat trong tiéu to ctia chung toi!"

"Well, phuong thic xtr 1y ap luc ciia mdi nguoi khong giong nhau. Toi
c6 thé cho cdu mot sd loai thudc giam bét cing thang, nhung khong thé
uéng nhiéu. T6i ddm cam doan, chd ciu vé dén Mi nhét dinh sé lai cuong

trang nhu cii."

Sean ngan nguoi, van dé anh mudn giai bay cung Tién si Grey khong
phai la van dé nay a.

"Y t6i mudn ndi la..........
"Muén néi gi?" Tién si Grey mim cudi.

Mubn noéi lac t6i ban, trude mat hién 1én hinh anh Hawkins..........

"Quén di, t6i nén tré vé xem thém may lugt DVD théi.......... " Sean

dung day, nghi tham rang noi khéng ching 1am vay con c6 thé dem minh bé
lai “thang” nhu cil.
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"Sean, cau khong can thudc that sao?" Tién si Grey ngo6 dau ra, Sean da
muon di khéi van phong.
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Chwong 28

Di vé dén phong, phat hién ctra phong minh dang md, lac ndy Sean mai
nhd ra trude e di hinh nhu anh da quén khoa cira.

Vura day ctra vao, anh da ngay dai.
"Ho.......... Hawkins, sao anh lai ¢ day?"

Quan trong nhét 13, y dang nam trén giuong anh, trudc mit y 1a DVD
anh vira méi xem xong!

"Bay gid 1a 5h30’ chiéu." Y tir 14 phién truc ciia y chdm dut nén da tro
lai.

"Du viy anh ciing khong thé tuy tién di vao phong toi a!"

"Cau khong khoa ctra." Hawkins cdm lay diéu khién tir xa, chuyén dén
cai canh nit dién vién AV dién cuéng lac lu vong eo, "Cau thich loai hinh
nay?”

"Cai gi?" Sean di t6i, doat 1dy diéu khién tir xa, tit di.

Phai biét rang Hawkins nam trén givong ciia Sean, xem phim AV 1a mot
hinh anh v6 cung quy di!

Ma gid phit ndy Hawkins van lanh ling truéc sau nhu mét, co y 16 ra
khoi quan phuc, thon dai ma hitu liwc, cdm y thanh ti tao nh4, lién ngay ca

quang tham dudi mat cling cé vé tham thlly mé nguoi.

Dién roi!
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Sean ngdi & bén giudng 6m ldy dau, "Anh co thé thoi xuat hién trude
mat to61 hay khong?"

"Tai sao?"

"Boi vi su xuét hién cta anh ding la tai nan!"
"Sean?" Hawkins ngdi day, nhin anh.

"Anh dem bd no t6i khudy thanh mot bat mi dng!"

"Cau doi voi toé1 ma ndi, cting 1a mot vu tai nan. Néu khong thé tranh né,
khong bang di doi1 mat. Hay la cau c6 thé doi mat vdi mot qua bom co thé
khién cau n6 mat xac cling khong thé déi mat dugc véi t61?"

Sean om dau, cudi khay, "Anh biét cai gi? Hom nay t6i xem DVD, ...
clia t6i dimg 1én, sau d6 ti tu khién minh thich mot phen, nhung & lic cao
trao nhat, t6i lai nhin théy mat anh. Pay 1a muc dich cta anh sao? Hay la
thtr ma toi can phai doi mat?"

"{t nhat cau d3 thanh thuc noi cho toi biét & lac cao trao cau da nghi dén

A "

to1.

"Nhu vdy 41 ngay sau thi thé nao? Hawkins, toi s& tré lai My, t6i s& c6
ba thang dén nira nam nghi ngot, sau do6 co 1€ t61 s€ trd lai voi luc lugng dac
chung. C6 1& chung ta s& khong thé gip lai nhau nita. C6 1& anh sé tiép tuc
di tim kiém Montero James, ma toi s& ngau nhién nhé t&i anh... mot lac nao
d6, sau d6 quén anh. C6 1& dén cudi cung toi s& phat hién chuyén ma toi
dang budn rau lac nay thuc budn cudi, boi vi tit ca nhitng chuyén nay sé
két thuc sau khi t6i roi khoi Baghdad." Sean van om lay dau nhu cii, "Pang
so nhét chinh 1a mic du moi chuyén déu da két thuc, nhung khi t61 xem AV
van s& nhin thay khuon mit cua anh, diéu nay t6i t& biét bao nhiéu!"
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Hawkins vuon tay dén, khong 6m Sean ma chi dit ban tay 1én lung anh,
"Nhitng luc xem AV, toi ludn nghi dén cau, vay ma cau lai luén nghi dén
dan ba, cau khong thay rang nguoi bat hanh phai 1a toi hay sao?"

"Nga, coi nhu la né mat Thuong Pé!" Sean nhin vé phia Hawkins, "Xin
anh dirg me nd néi cho toi biét anh c6 bao nhiéu thiét thoi!"

"Trén thuc té t6i qua that di phai nhin...... rat lau. Vi sao cau khong thtr
mot 1an? C6 18 toi s& khién cau thay ‘thich’ hon nhiéu so véi ngudi dan ba
trong DVD kia."

Sean truc ti€p ddnh ra mdt dam, "Anh me no6 co y tir gi!"

Hawkins dén ldy nam tay cua Sean, nghiéng mit cudi, dudng nhu bau
khong khi cling uyén chuyén han 1én theo d6 cong cua lan moéi y, "Vay toi
d6i cach noi khac, toi so voi nguoi dan ba kia s& khién cdu cang cam thay
‘thich’." (Hai cach nay c6 gi khac nhau ha anh ="= ????7) Ngon tay
Hawkins vudt ve mi tdm nhiu chit ctia Sean, nhe nhang vd vé dua nghich.

"Hawkins, t61 dang mang bénh. Trén nguoi t61 dang c6 mun mu. Con
co, t01 s€ khong kho dén mtrc nghi rang anh s€ hy sinh than minh dong vai

mot ngudi dan ba dén lay long toi."

"Nhung it nhét chung ta cé thé hon 1’1’161, céu khon dlnh tha m@t lé‘\ll’l
sao?"

Sean cuoi nhao mat tiéng, khong mudn dé y téi y nira.
"Cau xem cai DVD kia, sau bao nhiéu 1au maéi ciing?"
"Khong biét.......... Pai khai hon muoi phat (Co can that tha dén thé

khong?TTATT).......... Nhung ti tin rang anh thi khéng cin xem lic nio
cling c6 thé ctmg 1én!" Sean 6m 1dy hai mat, anh khong rd mot ké ludn ludn
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it 101 nhu Hawkins vi sao nhac té1 phuong di¢n kia ....... lai c6 thé noéi trang
tron ra nhu vay?

"Vay néu toi ndi cung téi hon mdi cdu chi can mat ba phut dé noi d6
ctg 1én thi sao?" Hawkins dua tay vong qua that lung Sean, dit 1én khoa

quan anh.

"Chi hén moi?" Sean hat tay Hawkins ra, "Vay tuyét doi khong thé
nao!"

"Cau dam danh cugc voi to1 khong?" Vé mat Hawkins con thyc nghiém
tac.

"Tot, néu t61 khong co6 phan ung, li¢u anh c6 thé dem cai y tudng dién
r0 cuia anh doi véi to1 ném ra khoi dau?" Sean nhin vé phia vy.

Hawkins nhudng nhudng mi: "Cau chac chan la cdu mudn to61 budng tha
y tudng........ do1 voi cau?"

"Ai biét dugc?" Sean déy Hawkins ra, dit hen gio cho di dong, "Chéng
phai anh muén thtr sao?"

Hawkins dua tay qua, Sean nghi y muén niu liy dau anh, khong ngd y
lai bit kin hai mét anh lai: "Nhim mit di."

Sean nd nu cudi, nhim hai mat lai. Anh tin rﬁng cho du nhu thé nao,
khong ai co6 thé bang hon méi khién anh c6 phan tmg. (C6 mot tén ciing da
ngu ngdc di danh cuoc nhu anh, cudi cing thi bi dn dén xuong khong con,
tén ctia hin 1a A Can. *Mot phut tuong niém danh cho cac tiéu thu*)

M1 cua Hawkins khé cham 1én m61 Sean, dung lai.

"Anh dang lang phi thoi gian? Phai biét rang ba phut ..........
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Pau ludi y tach d6i moi 4m 4p mém mai cta Sean ra, ludn vao bén
trong, Sean biét Hawkins hon luon dién cudng khong c6 tu kiém ché, nhung
anh s& khong dé y dé dang cong thanh doat dat nhu vay. Ludi Sean chin
d6n lai, tot xdu anh ciing tirng c6 ban gai, hon moi cho du khong tinh 14 cao
thi nhung cling khong phai 1a mat mit.

Ban tay Hawkins nam Iy vai Sean, ghi vé phia minh.

Di€u nay lam cho Sean tham budn cudi, anh cam thay nguoi s€ c6 phan
ung khong phai anh ma la Hawkins.

Ma ky quéi 1a, Hawkins thé nhung ctr d¢ mic cho Sean khiéu goi, ngdn
tay y ludn vao trong toc Sean, ngay khi anh muén roi khoi, Hawkins lai mut
manh léy dau ludi anh, mot 1an lai mot 1an 1ap lai dong tac éy, r0 rang moi
lan déu khong hé bién hoa, nhung méi mot lan mut vao déu cudng hiru Iy,
tham lam mé luyén, giong nhu goi 1én mot hoi gio 1dc.

Sean bi y 6m lay, nga vé phia sau.

Nhung anh khong cam 10ng, khuyu tay chdng 1én giuong, khong nging
ma hon tra lai, nhung van khong lam thé nao doat lai dugc lanh dia cua
chinh minh.

Pau ludi Hawkins bdng bat dau liém doc theo hai bén ludi Sean dau
ludi dich canh liém thi di 1én, gidng nhu dang mon trén qua ting soi than
kinh, nhip tim anh cling bi 161 cudn theo sy kich dong cua cam giac, “tran
chién” luc dau b5ng nhién tré nén “md 4m” nhu mot doan dao dau........

Sean chong day Hawkins, anh muén néi ba phut han 13 da hét, vi sao di
dong cua anh khong vang? Chang 18 né hét pin?

Céanh tay Hawkins thuc hiru luc, y nim ctng 1ay hai ¢ tay anh, ghi chat
Ién trén gbi, Sean cam thay cam giac choang vang ciia anh van khong thim
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thap vao dau so voi timg dot song triéu ménh liét dang cudn dang 1én trong
miéng.

Sean nang mot chan 1én, ghi lai bén canh suwon Hawkins, sau d6 muon
luc xoay nguoi dé 1én trén y, nhung mic du anh nam phia trén, ban tay y
van ché try anh khong chut noi 16ng, Sean nang nira nguoi trén 1én, ma
Hawkins lai khong ngimg truy dudi anh, gitta hai nguoi van khong hé co

mot khe ho.

Sean vuon mot ban tay di liy di dong, anh can xac dinh xem chang 1& ba
phut that sy con chua t1?

Anh c6 mot loai du cam, réng anh sép phai that thu .
Ngay vao thoi khac d6, dau ludi cua Hawkins lui di ra, liém qua khoe
moi Sean, khong hé cudng nhiét bai son dao hai nhu vira rdi, nhung xtc

cam cua cai liém nhu long to ve vuot ay lai khién Sean hit sau mot hoi.

"Ta cam giac dugc , " Hawkins nam trén goi dau, mat may tran day mot
loai tiéu y mé nguoi, "Nguoi noi do....... ding 1én."

Luc nay, di dong ctia Sean bat dau ong ong vang 1én, di dén gio .

"A. Damn it!" Sean mudn ding 1én, nhung Hawkins khong budng

"Cau khang dinh khong can toi giup cau giai quyét?"

"To1 khéng dinh!" HO6 hép cua Sean con chua binh phuc lai, anh chua
ting nghi rang hén mdi cling can hao phi nhiéu dudng khi nhu vay.

"Pugc roi." Hawkins budng 16ng tay ra, Sean thuan loi ngdi day.
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Sean khong c6 cach nao an Gi minh rang ddy 1a phan ¢mg binh thudng.
Khong, theeo mot goc dd nao do6 ma noi, day qua that 1a phan ung binh
thuong, nhung n6 lai do Hawkins mang dén.

"Anh la mdt nguo1 dan 6ng, Hawkins, va lai 1a dong doi cua t61." Sean
kéo lay go1 dau Om vao trong long.

"Cho nén?"
"Cho nén.......... Cho nén t6i khong biét.......... "

"No1 thé nao thi cudc ca cugce nay to1 cling da thang, di€u nay cling co
nghia la sau nay t61 c6 thé muon lam gi cau lién c6 thé lam thé ay."

"Cai gi?" Sean cam thiy tai minh c6 phai c6 van dé gi hay khong.

b

"T6i néi ‘mudn’." Hawkins nim van khong nhuc nhich, giong nhu cai
girong nay la cia y ma khong phai 1a ctuia Sean, "Mat khac, Sean.......... Cau
khong can che khuat ........ chd d6, xem nhu chung ta dang cung nhau “choi

sung” la duoc."

Hawkins 161 cai géi dau kia ra, dem Sean kéo dén, 6m vao trong long,
"Hon moi ciing tdt, “choi sung” ciing tot, tham chi 1am tinh ciing tét, co gi
ghé gébm dau? Sean.......... Cau dang cb chap diéu gi?" Ban tay Hawkins
vong qua that lung anh, md khoa quan, mo di vao.

Sean tam lay tay y, "C6 1& 1a khong c6 gi ghé gém.......... Toi cling

khong biét 1a toi dang qua dé y dén cai gi......"

Hawkins ding mot ngon tay duy nhét con cé thé di dong dé tréu choc
duc vong cua Sean, thanh am nudt nude miéng lam cho Hawkins dan sat
dén sau gay Sean, y hon hon 1én mdi phan da thit anh, "Vay ding nghi dén
n6 nira. Cho du giita chung ta c6 xay ra chuyén gi, t6i van sé 1a g dién dé
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lai sau lung minh cho cau. Ngay mai cdu con mot ngay nghi ngoi cudi cung,
dén noi chuyén voi Tién si Grey mot chut ."

Luc nay, dang ngdi nghe nhac, Tién si Grey ngap mot cai, ngay vio
khoanh khic d6, dia nhac cta 6ng ta ket ctng!

Hkok

Tiéu t6 thao dd bom ludén nhu ngudi di trén soi day thép, néi khong
chung mot ngay kia nguoi di & phia trudc anh hodc phia sau anh dot nhién
roi xudng dudi.

Hét thay nhitng chuyén ndy xay ra ¢ ngay thtr 4 sau khi Sean trd vé lam
viéc.
"Noi nay la tieu doi F thuéc EOD." Hummer di trong nodi thanh

Baghdad, Rick m¢ bd dam trén xe.

"Tiéu d6i F - EOD xin hiy di dén Béic khu, dinh vi 3, 3, 6. Phat hién
phan quan trong tda nha mau vang, c6 kha ning rat 16n rang bon ho mang
theo thudc nd, xin tiéu doi F dén tro gitp."

https://thuviensach.vn



Chwong 29

"Roger*." Rick th¢ dai, "Con me no6! Néu ho that su mang theo thude nd
thi dé bon ho tu nd chét chinh minh di!" (* Loi thong bao d3 duoc nhin va
duogc hiéu rd, cau tra 10i dung trong lién lac qua radio)

Sean nhiu may, loai tinh hudng nay 1a nguy hiém nhat. Pbi phuong co
thé dem thubc nd cot 1én nguoi, cling c6 ¢co thé vt lai trong toa nha, lai
hodc 13 gidu & noi nao dé, kip nd, nhiéu nhan t6t khong xac dinh nhu vay,
cho du dua tiéu t6 thdo d& bom dén ho ciing kho ¢6 thé phat huy duoc tac
dung.

Hon muoi phit sau, ho dén muc tiéu.

Khu vuc ndy chil yéu 1a cac kién trGic bi bom tan pha, quan My timg
nghi to1 san bi‘mg cac kién trac do nat nay, kién tao mot it nha trét cho binh
dan dén sinh song, nhung tir khi c6 ngudi ddm phai bom min bi vui 1ap duéi
mat dat, oanh mét tiéng lién tac khong con manh vai, y tudng cling chi co
thé méc can .

Tda nha ba tang trude mat ho trude ddy 1a mot trudng tiéu hoc, tang thir
3 bi nd6 mat hon mot nira, hai téng con lai kha tét, lai & trong mot manh phé
tich, qua that rat thich hop cho phan quan tra ngu.

Bat qué khi Sean va cac dong doi dén noi, cudc giao tranh gitra quan m¥y
v6i1 phan quan da dén hoi két thuc.

Bon ho gip mit ndi chuyén véi doi truong cia doi dot kich, déi phuong

cho biét hién tai phan quan da bj tiéu diét, nhung khong thé xac dinh dugc
bén trong con c6 nguoi hay khong.
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"Nhitng gi dién nay cit giau rat nhiéu thuéc nd, con cé mét it bom ban
thanh pham. Toi cin cac anh di vao trong d6 1am mot it danh gia xem
nhing thi thude no trong d6 cé 6n dinh hay khong dé chung toi van chuyén
ra ngoai."

"Hiéu duoc." Hawkins xoay ngudi nhin vé phia Sean cing Rick, ding
cam y bao bon ho xuét phat.

Hawkins yéu cau doi dot kich toan bo rat khoi toa nha nay, chi dé lai
mot tiéu doi cung ho di vao.

"Anh chic chin rang chung ta sé& tién vao mot khu vuc chat day thudc
nd lai & trong tinh hudng bat 6n dinh?" Rick sira sang lai mil giap.

"Khi cau con song, cau s€ vinh vién khong thé doan dugc mdt phut sau
do s€ xay ra chuyén gi." Sean cudi nhao mot tiéng vac sung Ién.

Hawkins da di truéc, bong dang thon dai ma trdm on, giéng nhu hinh
anh trong phim.

Bon ho di vao toa nha, doc theo hanh lang, men theo bo tuong. Khi sép
dén khuc ngoat, Hawkins lam mét céi thu thé, Sean mang theo ba ngudi
nhanh chéng di chuyén t6i bén kia hanh lang, sau d6 Sean ghim stng di
trude, O ting nay khong co ngudi cling khong c6 day dan.

"Clear*." Sean lam cai thu thé, moi ngudi 1én 1au, hon muoi gidy lac
sau, bon ho di t&i 1au hai qua tay chd. (* Sach sé&, ¥ noéi khong c6 chudng
ngai vat, an toan.)

Ngay khi moi nguoi dinh tiép tuc di vé phia trudc, Sean ngimng lai.

"Tro cil." Sean ngdi xom xudng, hudng vé phia Hawkins gio hai ngon

tay, d6i phuwong hiéu y, budc di can than dén bén canh anh, tir trong tai céng
cu lay ra mot cay kéo.
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Trén mat dat c6 mot soi day nho, trén mat la 6ng nhya dugc cét thanh
nhimg manh nho dat quing, day 1a loai tho bom tdi thong dung tai
Baghdad, mot cai vo chai Cocacola 1a du roi, ma khi anh cho 1a d6 1a rac
rudi, mot cude dap 1én, anh lién xong doi.

Sean v vo dinh dau, 1am mot cai thu thé, ¥ tir 12 noi nay nhat dinh con
cO phan quan, phai can than.

Qua bom bi d& bd nhe nhang, nhung ndé khong khoi lam cho nguoi ta
sinh ra so hai. Phai biét rang bon ho dang & ngoai sang, ma phan quan thi &
trong bong t6i theo ddi bon ho.

Rick nudt khan: "T6i cam thidy minh nhu dang ding tim & trong mot
budng tam khong co vach tuong, roi co6 nguoi dang nhin thay toi ma toi lai
khong biét nguoi kia niip ¢ chd nao."

"So sanh rat tuyét." Sean nhe giong hudng ung, trén thyc té than kinh
ctia anh ciing dang thuc cang thang.

Bon ho chia 1am hai tiéu doi, Hawkins mang theo hai ngudi di vao mot
gian phong hoc, Rick va Sean cing ngudi con lai tién vao phong hoc bén
canh d6. Bon ho phai cuc do can than, dim trung bat cu tha gi nhin nhu
binh thudng nhung rat ¢ thé s& khong phai 1a chuyén dua.

Sean ngang dau lén nhin quanh bén phia, Rick rat an y ma thay anh
quan sat phia trudc.

"Holy shit!" Sean kéu mdt tiéng.
Rick nhin theo tim mat cua Sean, thay trén tudng cach mat dat chimng
2m c6 treo mot qua bom, day dan tran trui chay doc theo mép ctra dén mat

dat, néu khong sém ngang dau nhin thdy qua bom kia, that sy rat kho phat
hién kip nd trén mat dat.
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"Con me no, rot cudc con cd bao nhiéu bay rap & bén trong?" Ngudi
linh di theo phia sau hgo dung ngtr di¢u that binh tinh ma néi, nhung khong
ai tin gio phit nay tam tinh cta ho ciing c6 thé binh tinh nhu vay.

"Yén tdm, chinh phu s& cho anh tién trg cip, con c6 mot 14 quéc ky du
trum kin mit quan tai." Sean lién hé Hawkins, dé cho y di lai day.

"V&1 do cao nay li¢u chung ta c6 nén chuan bi mot cai cai thang khong,
hay 1a chi can cat day dan trén mat dat lién duoc?" Sean nhin v€ phia
Hawkins.

"Sean, giup to1 1én do."

"Cam ta Thuong Pé di cho anh than cao gan 1m90." Sean budng sing,
ntra quy trén mat dat, sau d6 Hawkins ddm 1én vai anh voi lén.

Ba nguoi linh khéc di ra canh géc ctra phong hoc, Rick ghim sung nhin
cham chu vao 16i ra.

Nho phtc khoéa huin luyén vac nang ctuia by doi dac chung, khi Hawkins
dam 1én vai Sean, trong vong 30 gidy anh khong hé run ray du chi mot chit.

Qua bom kia duoc thdo d& thanh cong, Hawkins van dang g& thiét bi
kip nd, tinh toan cit vun no ra.

Rick cau may, trén mat dat c6 mot cai bong nho nho dang dan kéo dai ra
bén mép tudong, tuy rang chi c6 moét mang rat nho, nhung cau ta co cam giac
d6 1a cai bong cia mot ngudi chir khong phai d6 vat hay con vat.

Rick nhat 1én mdt hon da, ném qua do.

Cai bong trén mat dat khé run 1én, Rick c6 thé khang dinh d6 1a mot

ngudi, mot nguoi dang so hii hon nira di mat kién nhan.
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Sean nhin dong tac cua Rick lién hiéu dugc ngoai phong hoc c6 nguoi,
anh gio tay ra hiéu, sau d6 lién di qua bén d6, ngay khi anh con chua di dén
not, cai bong kia chay ra.

Rick nang sung, chi mot vién dan lién ha sat dbi phuong.

Sau d6, Rick cung Sean déu ngiy dai.

D6 1a mot bé gai. Co bé thoat nhin chi khoang hon 10 tudi, budc hai bim
toc, nga trén mat dét, hai mat mo that to, twa nhu con khong kip c6 phan

g khi tir than chup t6i.

"Oh my God!!! Oh my God!!!" Rick tirng budc mét lui vé phia sau,
phich mot tiéng ngdi bét 1én dat, ngay ca sung ciing roi xuébng mot bén.

Dua bé gai kia tay cam stng, trén vai deo mot bd kip nd, trén suon bude
hai qua bom.

"NO6 chi 1a mot dua bé.......... Chi 1a mot dioa bé.......... " Mot s binh da
chay t61, nang Rick day.

Sean ciing siing so tai cho.
Bon ho dugc huin luyén rat nhiéu thu, trong d6 c6 phai lam cach nao
chuan xac mot phat ban chét dich nhan, nhung la chua bao gio duoc huin

luyén phai lam thé nao dé bin chét mot dira bé.

Hawkins thanh cong pha hily kip nd, trong phong hoc quanh quan thanh
am kinh hoang cua Rick.

"No1 cho to1 bi€t, Sean.......... Co6 bé do con song.......... Co6 bé do con
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Nguoi kinh bén canh khong ngung tran an cau ta, "Ngudi anh em! Cau
khong lam gi sai! Néu cau khong nd sting, c6 bé do sé giét chung ta, co 1€
no chét tat ca!"

"C6 ta han 1a chi di theo cha minh dén day......... Co ta nhat dinh khong
biét minh dang 1am gi.......... Chua oi.......... Forgive me.......... " Rick lic lac
dau, vé mit théng kho, nudc mét w6t dam dia trén ma.

Sean van dung yén, hai mat cia ¢o bé nhin thang vao anh.

Anh mat thyc chap nhat, tya ho tién vao sau trong linh hon anh.

Sean nh¢ té1 khi minh con 1a Vincent, anh ¢6 c6 em gai ho hang cling
chi 1é6n nhu vy, mdi lan anh nghi ngoi, tir cin ctr khong quan trg vé nha, co
bé kia s€ quan quit 1ay anh mudn anh gitp lam bai tép.

"Vi sao.......... " Sean hit mdt hoi, lui tirng buoc.

Ban tay Hawkins trum 1€én, che khudt tAm mat anh, "Dung nhin, Sean.

Dung nhin."
"A, néu to1 khong du c6 bé di ra.......... Cé 1€ ¢6 bé chi muon an nap &
noi do.......... Can ban la khong nghi dén chuyén di ra."

"Cau khong lam gi sai cd." Hawkins mang Sean cham rai doi khéi vi tri
kia.

Ntra gio sau, quan M¥ chinh thirc rat lui khoi toa nha
Trong xe thyc im lang. Lai xe khong phai 1a Rick ma cling khong phai

1a Sean, boi vi hai nguoi bon ho ngdi & ghé sau, ma Hawkins dang ngdi ghé
14i. (Ba ba xuat dau luc kho khan na. )
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Rick van luén nham mat: "T61 s€ xudng dia nguc, Sean.......... To1 s€
xudng dia nguc."

Sean nhin vé€ phia trudc, mat vo bi€u tinh, hodc la anh von nhin khong
thay bat cur thir gi trudc mat.

Anh nidm chit ban tay Rick, khong thé phan bi¢t r0 su run réy truyén
dén tir Rick hay tir chinh minh, "Céu khong 1am sai, Rick. Néu luc dy cdu
khong ban, nguoi chét s& 13 t6i."

"Nhung t0i giét mot dtra bé. Troi a, vi sao dira bé d6 lai co sting?"

"Hé1 cha co ta." Hoac la hoi Chua.

Yét hau Sean ciing c6 chat nghén nghen.

Khi xe tr¢ lai doanh dia, Anna dimg & cach dé khong xa, nhin Rick.

Rick bong nhién chui dau vao trong long Sean, "T61 khong mudn xudng

) I T6i khong mubn Anna thay toi..........

Moi vat trd nén nhoe di trudc mat Sean. Ma Anna di téi trude cia xe,
Rick dem cira dong lai, Anna khong thé md ra. Co chi c6 thé dua tay voi
vao trong, cham dén mat Rick: "Anh yéu, em biét da xay ra chuyén gi, em
biét da xay ra chuyén gi."

"Anh giét mot dira tré.......... " Rick nghiéng dau di, mudn né tranh ban
tay Anna.

"Vi ctru tat ca dong doi1 cia minh." Anna vudt ve nudc mat udt trén mat
Rick, "Em biét r0 anh, bi€t anh la ngudi nhu thé nao.......... Cho nén hay deé

em dugc ¢ bén anh luc nay, dugc khong?"

Rick rét cuc vé€ dén trong vong tay ciia Anna.
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Sean tram tinh xuéng xe, Hawkins dung cach d6 khong xa, chd anh.

Sau d6 mdt ngay, bon ho khong c6 nhi€ém vu, boi vi ho ¢6 tdm 1y danh

(4

gia.

Hawkins ngd1 ¢ trudc mat Tién si Grey .

"T61 tin rang anh co6 thé ty xur ly bat cir van de gi."

"Pung vay, khi Rick no sting, to61 dang do bom."

"Anh c6 thé x1r ly moi van dé, khong c6 nghia la dau ctia anh khong co
van dé gi." Tién si Grey nhin vé€ phia anh, 4nh mat luon luon bat can doi
hién tai lai rat nghiém tuc va an an dé 19 ra vai phan ap bach.

"Khi t61 nhin v€ phia Sean, cau ta dang diing ¢ bén canh dura bé kia."

Tién si Grey khong noi 161 nao, chi nhin y.

"Cau ta dung ¢ noi do, van khong nhic nhich, néu phia sau con c6 mot
dich nhan, cau ta nhat dinh da chét."

https://thuviensach.vn



Chwong 30

"Hodc néu ngudi dan du da bé kia di ra 13 toi, c6 18 cau ta ciing s&
khong ngay ngdc dimg ¢ d6." Trén khuon miat Hawkins khong ¢6 biéu cam
gi du thura, tham chi ngit di¢u cling lanh nhu bang.

"Nghe c6 vé nhu anh dang so hii diéu gi." Tién si Grey nghiéng dau,
ong ta kha 1a kinh ngac, bai vi theo nhu 6ng ta biét, trong dai ndo cia
Hawkins von chua tirng c6 thir goi 1a "gia thiét".

"Pung vay, t0i dang so hai. Néu ciu ta khong thé tiép tuc lam mot quan
nhan, cau ta s€ ro1 khoéi Baghdad."

"Con co, ro1 khoi anh." Tién si Grey nd ny cuoi, khi Hawkins lan dau
tién thtra nhan chinh minh s¢ hai thi lai gay ra cho nguoi ta cai 4o gidc rang
thi ra anh ta cling 12 mdt ngudi binh thuong.

Hawkins khong néi tiép .

Tién si Grey gat dau: "Tam 1y cua cdu 1a khong c6 van dé, nhung
Hawkins, néu tam 1y cua Sean bat 6n dinh, toi khong c6 cach nao budc cau
ta ¢ lai day, hoac 1a & canh anh. Anh ciling biét, nhu Vay..coue.... Baghdad sé
ldy mang cua cau ta."

"Toi biét." Hawkins luu loat ding day, roi di, Tién si Grey doc duogc tir
bong dang cao ngét cua y mdt loai kién dinh, tya nhu mdét ludi dao cam

ngap vao trong da.

Nhung trén thuc té, cudi cung Sean di thong qua duoc ky danh gia tim
ly, can roi di khoi noi nay ciing 1a Rick. (A! Con bi diéu di mat!T/T)
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Cau ta khong c6 cach nao nang 1én sting ciia minh, cling khong c6 cach
nao dat ngdn trd 1én co sting dugc nira.

Rick s€ tré vé nudc sau hai ngay nira, néu khong c6 gi ngoai y muon,
cau ta s€ xuat ngil.

Pay 1a 1an dau tién, ba ngudi bon ho ngdi trong cling mdt phong, trén
ban 14 bia, con c6 pizza dugce ho dong goi mang vé tir cang tin.

"O Baghdad an pizza, ching ta that xa xi." Rick cudi.

"Chiic ming cau, Rick, cdu di c6 thé thoat khoi dia phuong quy quai
nay." Sean cung bia véi Rick.

Hawkins chi ngdi im lang tai chd.
Rick van cudi, "Anh ciing biét, khi t6i ¢ trong tiéu to F.......... Trr toi ra,
anh 1a ngudi co thé ¢ lai lau nhat. Khong phai ai ciing c6 thé chiu dugc

Hawkins."

Khong biét c6 phai vi sdp phai ro1 khéi hay khong, moi 161 mudn ndi véi
Hawkins, Rick déu noi ra.

"Hey, Hawkins, day la lic ma t0 vién ‘thdm ni€n’ nhat ctua anh sap stra
ro1 di, anh khong thé n61 mét cau hay sao?"

"Cam on cdu da ctru Sean." Hawkins nhic 1dy mot lon bia, Sean ngay
ngan ca nguoi. Anh nghi rang moi nguodi déu ngadm cé chung mot dong
thuan, d6 1a khong nhac dén mot phat sung kia.

Nhung Rick lai cuon.

"Pay la lan dau tién sau hon 300 ngay truc, anh ndi voi téi ciu cam on.

Tuy rang t6i chac chan anh han phai n6i véi t61 nhi€u hon vai 1061 ‘rat xin
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X:on

16i°." Rick gio lon bia, mot hoi uéng hét phan nira, sau d6 nhin vé phia
Sean, "Cam on anh, Sean. Néu khong cé anh, co 1€ t61 da som vi Hawkins
dién cuff)ng ma di gap Thuong Pé. Anh that dic biét, Sean.......... Phi thuong
dac biét."

"Cam on 101 khen cua cau." Sean cuo1 kho, "Sau khi vé nudc, cau s€
tiep tuc moi1 quan hé véi Anna sao?"

"C6 18. Sean, t6i mudn néi 1a chua dén phit cudi cung, chiing ta ai ciing
khong thé biét két qua ra sao. Hién tai toi thyc may man, toi di gap Anna.
Hién tai 12 diéu quan trong nhét. Bai vi anh s& khong bao gio mudn di nghi
xem liéu ngdy mai anh c6 thé bi bom n6 mat xac hay khong."

O dudi mat ban, Sean nhan ra Hawkins dang cam tay anh, ngon tay y
ludn vao trong khe hé ctia nhiing ngoén tay anh, siét chit, that chit.

Con hon ca ngay d6 anh ngdi ¢ ngoai kho hang 30m cho y d& bom, gio
phut nay, anh c6 thé cam giac duoc Hawkins qua that dang so hai.

"Sean, néu anh vé nudc, cd chuyén gi dac bi¢t mudn lam hay khong? Y
to1 1a ngoai tru tan gai?"

"P1i binh linh m¢§ vién, tham mot nguoi tén 1a “Vincent Mann’, héi han
vi sao lai Iya chon ro1 khoi can cir khong quan gia nhap EOD." Bat dac di

nd ny cudi, Sean bong nhién cam thay rot cudc minh 1a Vincent hay 1a ai
khéc da khong trong yéu dén nhu vy nira.

"A, t01 biét ngudi do, khi uong say Sniper va Seo s€ nhac tdi anh ta, toi
ca la bon ho cling da néi voi anh." Rick nham mat lai cudi cuoi.

"Sau d6 dén dai hoc Yale xin hoc dién tin."
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"A sau d6 anh s& trd thanh dong hoc cua tay Tién si than kinh kia!
Aha!" Rick nhin vé phia Hawkins, "Con anh? Hawkins? Sau khi vé M5."

"Co 1€ t61 s€ mua mot gian phong &, co tang ham."

"Muon tang ham lam cai gi? Giau rugu?" Anh mat Rick da mo ho, tya
ho sap ngu. Cau ta da uong may lon, Sean doan rang cau ta cling da ngat
nguong.

"Khong." Hawkins nhin vé phia Rick, nglt khi binh tinh, "T61 muon
dem Sean nhot vao d6, mdi ngay mdi dém khién cau ta nidm dudi than thé
t01."

"Pé 1am gi? Lam dém cho anh sao?" Rick ngd dau 1én trén ban, thanh
am da nhap nhoe khong ro.

Sean nghiéng mit lai trimg mat v4i y, "Pay la Rick, anh ¢ thé dem may
thir dién khung gi d6 trong dau anh tam thoi quing di duoc khong? " (Sean,
anh da thanh cong bi nhiém hac! TTATT)

"B&i vi cdu ta sip di cho nén t6i méi nguyén ¥ cung ciu ta chia xé bi
mat cta t61." Hawkins dtng ddy, cdng Rick 1én, "Pua ciu ta vé di. Mai cau

ta s€ phai 1én may bay vé nudce."

Tién Rick cung Hawkins di, Sean nam lén giuong, troi cling da toi
muon.

Anh khong sao nhim mét lai duoc.

Boi vi, dira bé kia s€ ndm ¢ noi d6 nhin thay anh, tya ho dang trach cu
anh vi cai gi phai di dén dan du c6 bé di ra.

Hon nita, thuéc ma Tién si Grey cho, anh d udng hai lan, khong thé
ubng 1an thir ba .
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Co6 nguoi go cua.
"Ai vay?"
"Téi "

"Nga, Hawkins.......... Hién tai da muon .......... " Sean dua tay che mét,
nguoi nay nhu thé nao lai da trd lai.

"Nhung cdu dang tron tron mat nhin 1én tran nha." Doi khi Hawkins
thue khién cho nguoi ta hodi nghi c6 phai y ¢6 cip mat X quang hay khong.

Sean ngan ngudi, budn cudi ma dung day, mo cira phong: "Anh c6 biét
khong, toi that su hy vong thé gidi nay c6 mot ngudi phu nit xinh dep goi
cam lai 6n nhu c6 thé hiéu t6i nhu vay."

"Nhung diéu d6 s& khong phat sinh." Hawkins ngoi ¢ bén giudng Sean,
"Cau khong dam nham mat lai, ding khong?"

"Cam on nhitng chuyén gia vé phan doan hanh vi ctia CIA d3 truyén thy
tri thirc cung kinh nghiém cua ho cho anh."

"Chuyén ndy chang lién quan gi dén phan doan hanh vi." Hawkins hoi
nghiéng dau, sdng mii cing cam cua y hinh thanh mot dudng cong that goi
cam trong bong t6i, "Trong 1an dau tién di 1am nhiém vy, long ban tay toi
toan 1a mod hoi, tham chi t6i con khong thé 1ap rap t6t nguoi may trinh sat.
Bat qua nhimg chuyén nay déu khong sao ca, boi vi nguoi may khong thé
dd bo qua bom kia, huan luyén vién ciia toi phai ty tay di kip nd né."

"Sau do?"

"Sau d6, t6i dirng & noi d6, nhin thdy ong ta bi tac bay. T6i bi mot ngudi
khac nga 18n, tai phai tam thoi khong thé nghe thay. To6i dting 1én, ¢ trong
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mot khu vuec.......... khong con gi ca bat dau tim kiém 6ng ta, cho du chi con
lai mot manh nho cling tbt."

Sean cudi thanh tiéng: "Tdi nghi rang anh chua bao gio dé ¥ ¢6 ai s& bi
tac bay. Toi nghi rang anh s& cho rang anh s& cho chuyén bi bom nd banh
x4c la mot két thiic c6 hau."

"Sau d6, mdi buoi toi t6i déu khong thé ngti yén. Toi nhin 1én tran nha,
khong dam nham mat lai, bdi vi bong lung 6ng ta di vé qua bom lic ay s¢€
lai xuat hién trong dau to1."

"T6i nghi hinh 4nh d6 han 1a phai do t6i nhin thay. Phai biét rang t6i da
nhin anh khong mic trang phuc phong hod di vé phia nhimg qua bom rat
nhiéu lan." Trong khoang khic d6, Sean bdng cam thay ké dién Hawkins ky
that cing minh va Rick déu giéng nhau.

"Sau d6, da khong c6 huan luyén vién, t6i phai tu minh ra tran. S6 t6i rat
may man, nhung van khi cua cac déng doi cua to1 thi khong duoc nhu vay.
Khi & Afganistan, c6 mot ngudi da di theo toi hon sau thang, toi co hd da
quen ¢ cdu ta & bén, nhung rdi trong mot 1an g& bom, cdu ta dap phai dia

161, thuc budn cuoi.......... Cau ta da khong bi qua bom ma to1 phai do bo nd
chét."
Sean didm nhe vao nguoi y, "Ching ta phai quen.......... chuyén do, phai

quen voi chuyén mot ai d6 bén ta dot nhién bién mat."

"Pung vay, cho nén khi nguoi ké tiép dén, toi van thudng quen goi tén
cua cau ta. Sau do khi t61 chua nh¢ duoc tén cua ngudi mai tédi, trong mot
14n bi tap kich vii trang, hén bi ban thanh to ong, bat qua so voi bi nd chét
con t6t, han s& c6 mot thi thé day du."

"Sau d6 nita, Sean, ngudi & bén canh toi tua hd van khong nging thay
doi. Toi khong nhé ro tén cua bon ho ."
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"Chuyén nay ciing khong c6 gi ghé gém." Sean nghiéng dau.

"Khong, chuyén nay doi véi té61 ma noi rat trong yéu. Boi vi té1 nghi
minh da quén mat thé nao 1a s¢ hai, nhung trén thuc té, hién tai toé1 dang s¢
hai."

"So cai gi? Ngay mai s€ bi n6 chét? Yén tam, trude khi to vién méi dén,
chung ta c6 thé nhan tan hai ngay." Sean liéc mat nhin y.

"T61 s¢ cau & qua g?m, s€ vi su dién cuéng clia t6i ma chét. Toi lai so
cau cach qua xa, khién toi khong sao cam nhan dugc su tdn tai cia cau."
Thanh 4m cia y dudng nhu ngin nga, tit ca moi sic lanh ctng ran trong
chép mat bong ra timg mang.

"Co6 1€, cho anh ro1 khoi Baghdad, anh s€ khong con ¥ nghi nhu vay.
Puong nhién, nira ciu dau t6i qua thyc rat thich." Sean hit mot hoi, "Néu t6i
n6i t6i van khong dam nham maét lai, nhu vay kinh nghiém phong pht
Thiéu ty Hawkins c6 dé nghi gi khong?"

"Cung t61 hon moi." Hawkins khong cho Sean phan ing, lién ngdm lay
bo moi cua anh.

Y mit liy anh, liém qua timg goc trong khoang miéng anh, nhe nhang
dao qua ludi anh, trdn an than kinh cing thang cia anh.

Sean nham hai mat lai, lic nay day, thtr xuat hi¢n trong dau anh chinh la
mi mat buong xudng cua Hawkins va vé mat day chim dam.

Sau do, hét thay trd nén thoai mai 1€n, tya ho hi¢u luc cua hai vién thuoc
kia da bat dau hién hién. Suy nghi cua Sean bat dau tram xudng, lam vao

trong mot khong gian ém ai mém mai.

Hawkins ngang dau lén, nhe nhang huych mot chut chép miii anh.
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"Hay yéu toi di." Thanh 4m cua y rat nhe, 1a thanh &m duy nhét Sean
nghe thay truéc khi chim vao canh trong mo.

Sang hom sau, Rick 1én truc thang ro1 khoi doanh dia.
"V¢é téi Boston nhét dinh phai lién hé véi t61." Sean v vd vai Rick.

"Puong nhién." Rick git dau, nhin vé phia Hawkins dimg mot bén
khong noi gi, "Hey, sir! Hy vong anh ciing c6 thé song sot roi khoi noi nay."

"Toi s&." Hawkins gat dau.
Truc thiang cét canh.

"Han 14 cu ta s& khong mac di ching hau chién linh tinh gi d6 cha? "
Sean ngira dau nhin theo, hoi.

"S€ khong, cau ta ¢ Anna." Hawkins xoay ngudi, "Ma to1 thi co6 cau.”
Budi chiéu ngay hom sau, khi Sean dang cung v41 Seo danh bong ro,

Sniper hudng vé phia anh gao thét: "Sean, dién thoai cua cau hinh nhu dang

"

€0

Sean di dén bén san bong, 14y dién thoai cim tay ra: "Hey, Hawkins, co
chuyén gi?"

"Bén phong t61, c6 doi vién moi."

"Nhanh nhu vay?" Di€u nay c6 nghia 1a ti€u doi cua ho rat nhanh s¢€ lai
ra tran.
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Sean hudng v€ phia Seo bon ho lam mot céi ra hi€u xin 161, sau do
khoac ao roi di.

D1 dén trudce cira phong Hawkins, anh bong nhién c6 cam gidc minh da

bién thanh Rick, khi chinh anh di vao tiéu t6 nay, Rick da ¢ phong Hawkins
lan dAu tién nhin thiy anh.
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Chwong 31

Sean diy ctra, thAdy mot nguoi dang dung giita phong, con Hawkins
thingdi ¢ sau ban lam viéc, dudng nhu dang doc tht gi.

"Sean, day la ky thuat binh Jill Oliver. Oliver, day la Trung si Sean
Elvis." No6i xong, Hawkins lai cha y vé thir gidy to dat trén mit ban cia v.

Sean ngan ngudi, "Jill Oliver?"

Néu anh nhé khong 1am, khi con & cin cir khéng quan T25, trong o
nhitng hoc vién hoc cung mot théy day v6i1 anh c¢6 mot nguotr Jill
Oliver.......... Hon nira con 1a mot tén kho choi.

Nguoi dung gitta phong cham rdi quay nguoi lai, khi nhin thay rd dién
mao cua anh ta, Sean that muén léy tay che mat. Troi a, that 1a ga “Jill” kia

Khuén mit ciia doi phwong van mang nét ngdy tho nhu mot nam trudc,
thoat nhin tya nhu mdt tén nhdc con maéi ngoai hai muoi, nhung Sean biét
tay nay cling bang tudi anh, da 28.

Jill cuoi, di to1, than mat gio tay vé phia Sean, "Hi, Trung si Elvis, toi la
Jill, toi c6 thé goi anh 1a Sean dugc chu?"

"A, tat nhién." Theo phép lich sy, Sean cling vuon tay ra, thé gidi ndy
that su qua nho, “cyu dich thi” ctia anh bdng nhién sao lai mo téi noi nay?

Sean nhd lai khi minh van 13 Vincent, tén kia luon thich chi trich cac bai
luan cua anh, luc thuc nghi¢m, can thao luan, han ta cling luon phan bac y
kién ctia anh, quan trong nhat 1a démg trude moi phan bac cung chi trich ciia
han..... anh chua ting c6 duong “phan cong”. Ngoai ra, khong biét co phai

https://thuviensach.vn



nguoi ndy thich “chinh” anh, d6i khi moi ngudi ciing nhau an diém tam, tén
kia thuong xuyén dem sita cia anh trao thanh nudc cam, tbc do cuc nhanh
khién anh ngay ca thoi gian phan ung déu khong co!

Phai biét rang bat luan lam Vincent hay lam Sean, anh ciing khong ubng
nudc cam! Khong uéng cai thr nude da tung khién anh bi ngd doc.

"Sean, anh c6 thé dan t6i di tim phong ctia t6i khong?" Thanh 4m 6n hoa
tur tinh vang 1én.

"A, khong thanh van dé." Sean phuc hdi tinh than, dua Jill di dén can
phong trudce kia Rick tung 6.

Phong da duoc thu don thuc sach sé.

Sean nhé trude d6 mot tuan, anh van con & day cung Rick udng bia hit
thudc, thé gidi ludn thay doi véi mot tbe d6 ma anh khong thé tuong tuong
duoc.

"A....., Jill, trude hét anh co thé xép d6 dac quan 4o vao ti, toi gitp anh
don giudng." Sean néi xong lién di téi bén givong. Khi chin gdi déu dugc
trai tot, anh xoay nguoi lai, théy Jill dya vao ban tya hd nhin minh da that
lau .

"Lam sao vay Jill?"

"Khong co gi.......... Chi 1a thao tac trai giwong cua anh," Jill dua tay
phac hoa lai dong tac cua Sean, "rat quen."

"Buge roi, ¢6 thé gap dugc nguoi quen ¢ noi nay, anh cling coi nhu may
man. Hoan nghénh anh di dén véi tiéu doi ciia ‘Hawkins dién’." .......... Bo
qua nhitng 4n oan ¢4 nhan c6 vé tré con lai kho hiéu trong qua kht, anh vin
thuc coi trong tai hoa cua Jill.
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"A, tiéu d6i cua © ké dién > " Jill cling bat cuoi, Sean thtra nhan khi 1a
Vincent anh rat ghét Jill, nhung chi c6 mot thoi diém anh s& quén di cam
giac chan ghét nay, d6 1a khi Jill cudi, "T6i da nghe nodi vé chuyén cua
Hawkins. Néu khong phai ty 16 thio d& bom thanh céng ctia anh ta cao dén
kinh ngudi, tham chi con tirng d& bo thanh cong qua bom dugc cai ¢ tru so
Lién Hop Quéc, anh ta da som b1 da ra khoi quan déi. Toi con nghi anh ta
chinh 1a thuyén truéong Jack, l1ai nhai, bi than kinh hoic la hoang

tuong.......... Hién tai méi cam théy anh ta nhu vay ............ it 101, khién
ngudi ta khong biét phai miéu ta vé tinh cach anh ta nhu thé nao........ lat co
vé thich hop."

Sean gat dau, "Hy vong anh c6 thé chiu dung duoc hén ta, con hon ca
thuyén truong Jack, han cang gidng Jack mo bung. sip xép quin 4o d6 dung
vao ta di, sau do t6i dan anh di dn com."

Bt qua, trude khi Jill dén duoc nha an, bon ho di nhan dugc nhiém vu.

Lai xe 1a Sean, Jill ngdi ghé pho 1ai, ghé sau van thudc vé quyén s¢ hitu
cua Hawkins.

Bom duoc phat hién ¢ mot nha hang nho giira khu phd sam uét, bi cb
dinh dudi mot chiéc ban an. C6 linh My da phat hién ra trong lic dung bita,
anh ta tung gip loai bom ndy & Ap-ga-ni-xtan nén da than trong roi khoi
nha hang. Qua bom nay thudc loai chin dong cam tng, do d6 bom phai van
giit nguyén trang thai xoay ngang, mot khi nghiéng dén mot goc do nhat
dinh s& nd manh. N6 dugc ché tac tinh x40, ciu tao va tinh chit so véi dia
16i phtrc tap hon nhiéu, khong cé chuyén gia, chi nhd vao phan quan khong
thé ché tao ra dugc. Ma nha hang nay 1 noi quan MY tuan tra rat thich an
bira trua.

"La Montero James sao?" Sean nhin thoang qua guong chiéu hau.

"Co 18." Hawkins déap.
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"Montero James? ‘Bom nghé thuat gia *? Ping néi voi t6i han dang &
Baghdad." Jill hoi.

"Chuc mung anh, Jill, han qua that dang & Baghdad. Hon nita vi nghé
thuat gia kia dic biét thich léy bom lam nhu 1€ vat ting cho chung ta." Sean
rung dui dic y, sau d6 hudng vé phia Jill nhuéng nhudng mi.

Anh c6 chat hy vong nho nho rang Jill s& t6 ra s¢ hai.

Thé nhung Jill chi cuoi cuoi khong co ¥ kién gi, "Hy vong hom nay

khong phai 1a ngay cubi cung toi & tiéu to cua ‘ké dién Hawkins *. "
P4 di t6i phu can nha hang nhung ho khong nhin thiy xe quin dung.

"Chang 1& chiing ta di sai chd?" Jill tho dau ra ngoai nhin vé phia cira
nha hang.

"Bén kia." Sean chi vé phia mot ngd nho & goc duong.
Ma Hawkins da xudng xe di sang.

Trong ngd nhé c6 mot chiéc xe, bén canh xe 13 hai linh My dang hut
thudc.

"Céc anh thudc tiéu t6 thao d& bom?"

"Pung vay, brother(1). Ngan van lan ding noi cho toi biét rang cac anh
dua dai nén mo1 goi chung toi dén." Sean tra 101 bon ho.

Mot trong hai nguoi kia nhun vai, "Bro(1), tuy rang t6i khong khang
dinh d6 1a mot qua bom kiéu banh 1ai, nhung t6i khang dinh né 1a bom. O
Ap-ga-ni-xtan t0i da gip qua loai nay. Lac d6, t6i noi v6i dong doi cua toi
rang thi nay c6 gi d6 khong 6n, t6i mudn goi dién thoai nén roi khoi, anh
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ban kia cua t61 cham chan hon t61, khong biét tén ngu ngoc nao dé da hét to
mot tiéng, nod lién cho nd , t61 ngat di, con anh ban cua t61 da chét."

"Xin 10i." Sean vd vO vai anh ta.
"Vay d6 1a bom kiéu banh 14i?" Hawkins hoi.

"T6i khong chic, trén mit con c6 dong ho hién thi thoi gian, bay gio han
1a con 30°. Sau khoang 30’ nita, doi D sé& di qua day, doi trudng cta ho rat
thich n ga nuéng & quan ndy, anh ta nhat dinh s& dimg lai mua."

"Cho nén muc tiéu han 13 anh chang doi truong kia?" Jill nhuéng may,
"Nhung néu di can dung gid, vi sao con dung kiéu banh 14i? Néu ¢6 tén ngu
ngdc nao thét to vuot qua 70 dé-xi-ben khién banh 1ai chan dong vuot qua
bién d9, vay thtr d6 choi kia ciing sé nd.”

"Vi gia tdng tinh mao hiém cua tro choi." Hawkins xoay nguoi, "Trudc
hét can so tan hét nguoi trong nha hang."

"Bén trong déu la nguoi ban dia, ching ta c6 can goi phién dich
khong?" Sean hoi.

"Cho phién dich dén day, trd choi lién da xong." Jill cudi v vo vai
Sean, "T61 hiéu mot chat tiéng Pirc."

"Tt, cau cung toi di vao, Sean & lai bén ngoai." Hawkins ra 1€nh, "Jill,
sau khi di vao chung ta phai tirng budc timg budc so tan khach an, tranh dé

bon ho chay tron hodc 1a kéu sg hai."

"Toi hiéu." Jill di theo Hawkins vé phia nha hang, Sean ghim sing dé
phong ngoai quan an.

Bay gio di sang gio chiéu, khach an trong nha hang khong dong.
Hawkins di dén trude cai ban co gai bom, ngdi xudng that day gidy, liéc mat
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lién nhin thady qua bom dudi ban. Beén tin hi€éu mau do lac lu 16e sang, chi
can cai den do6 nghiéng téi tan cung bén trai hoac tan cung bén phdi, qua
bom s€ no.

Hién tai thot gian con lai 28°.
Y ra hiéu cho Jill.

Jill di dén bén canh mot ngudi phu nir dang cho con dn, ndéi mdt vai cau,
sau d6 ngan ba ta kéu lon. Nguoi phu nit ndy tai mat, dm dira con nhé cham
rai di ra ngoai.

MBOi khi Jill d¢én gip ai ndi chuyén, ngudi kia s& roi di. Ong chu tat
nhién ciing da phat hién ra chuyén nay, rat tirc gian di t6i, vo vai Jill: "Céc
ngudi muoén lam gi? Tuy rang toi khong thich ngudi My, nhung chi can céac
nguoi tra tién, ton trong viéc budn ban cua toi, to1 cling sé dem dd an tot
nhit ctia chung toi cho cac ngudi!"

Am thanh cua 6ng chu c6 xu thé nang cao, Jill voi vang che miéng 6ng

ta lai, ghé vao tai 6ng ta nhe giong ndi may cdu, ong chil cling thay doi han

sic mit, "Lay Thanh A La, cic nguoi nhat dinh phai..........
"Im lang, hién tai moi 6ng cham rai di ra ngoat."
"Trong phong bép con vo va me toi, ta mubn goi bon ho cung di ra."
"T6t, toi sé di cung 6ng. " Jill di theo 6ng chi.

Nhitng nguoi khach con lai cling tré nén bét an, bon ho déu roi khoi nha
an. Hawkins dong ctra, treo bang Close.

Jill tir phong bép di ra, "Toan bd déu da roi khoi, chi con lai hai ching

"

ta.
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"Bao cho bon ho so tan dan cu trong cac ngo6i nha xung quanh."

"Anh mudn thao d& thtr nay? Chi con lai c6 mudi may phat." Jill ciing
bat dau ho hap ning né hon trudc, thanh 4m phat ra luc noéi chuyén ciing rat
can than.

Hawkins ngang dau nhin ra ngoai ctra, Sean démg & noi d6, nhin y.

"Khong, chung ta rat lui, dé né ty no."

Jill twa hd thd ra nhe nhdm: "That tot, anh con chua dién dén nhu 101
don.
Ma gid phit ndy, Sean dang rat cing thang, trén ngudi anh tuén mo hoi
lanh. Bom kiéu banh 1ai thao d& that khong don gian, chfmg nhirng can co
gia d&, hon nita ngon tay khé run ciing c6 thé kip no, bén trong bom day

dan rat nhiéu, cho du phai d& bo, & trong mudi may phut ciing kho c6 thé.

Sean hit sau, anh hiéu tdm tinh mudn so tai cao thap cua Hawkins ddi
véi Montero, thAm chi mudn théng Montero c6 1& nhat dinh khong duogc dé
v dén sdng chét, thang thua chinh 1a mot canh bac.

Ngay khi Sean gian nan nudt khan, Hawkins cung Jill d3 dira .
Hawkins ra hi¢u cho anh, y 1a ho tir bo y dinh thao do.
Mot gidy dy, Sean nhe nhdm ca nguoi.

Ba nguoi nhanh chong ro1 khoi khu vue nha hang, di téi khu vyc an
toan.

Niam phat déng hd sau, qua kia bom ndé manh, lan dén bén phia ngi tu
duong cung cac cua hang nho.
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Ong chu quy trén mat dat khoc, bdi vi ca nha ho vira mat di noi kiém
song.

(1) Bro, brother: Tl chap nay tro di ban sé dung nhiing tir nay dé thay
thé cho cach goi “ngudi anh em”.
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Chwong 32

Hawkins xoay nguoi di vé phia chiéc Hummer, ng6i vao.
Song nhiét van veo canh vat trudc mat ho, khoi dac cuon cudn.
Jill that than: "DP6 qua thuc 1a mdt qua bom.......... Troia ..........

Khi anh ta quay nhin lai nhiing ngudi dong doi ciia minh, anh ta phat
hién Sean dang di vé phia Hawkins.

Anh tya trén cira xe, nhin vao suon mat goc canh ro rang nhu di€éu nhu
tac cia Hawkins: "Cam xuc cua anh lic nay han rat t&."

Hawkins khong noi gi.
"Anh cam thay minh da tron tranh sy khi€u chién cua Montero?"
Trong xe ti€p tuc tram mac.

That lau sau, Hawkins méi 1én tiéng: "Ngay ca thir xem minh c6 thé d&
b6 né hay khong, t6i déu khong di thir!”

"Anh khong c6 thoi gian." Sean mo cira xe ngdi vao ghé 1ai, "Moi tran
chién trén thé gidi nay déu khong thang loi & viéc anh c6 danh bai dugc ké
dich ctia anh hay khong, ma 1a & anh con song."

Luc nay, Jill ciing di quay lai, "Hai nguoi thao luan chuyén gi thé?"

"Thao luan mach cam tng cung mach thoi gian cua qua bom kia la quan

hé song song hay xau chudi." Sean cudi cudi, cho Jill ngoi vao, anh lién
dap chan ga cho xe chay vé quan doanh.
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"Ha ha, nghe ra anh ciling rat hi€u biét vé mach cau tao cua bom?" Jill s¢
sO long may.

"C6 mot chat."

Vi thé Sean cung Jill bit dau ban luan, Sean ké vé mot sb loai bom minh
da tung gdp trudce day, sau do hai nguoi ban bac cach thao do.

Jill phé binh ¥ tudng cua Sean qua bao thi, Sean noéi ¥ tuong Jill rat
mao hiém.

Trd chuyén trd chuyén, bong nhién Jill né nu cudi.

"Cudi gi?" Sean con nghi thim rang thiéu chut nira ho tranh luan dén
mit d6 tai hong déu.

"Anh khién t6i nghi dén mot nguoi ban cung khoa cua toi ¢ can clr
khong quan, tén anh ta la Vincent Mann. Toi........ thuong xuyén khic khau
v6i anh ta nhu vay, cho dén khi gido su tién dén ngin can ching toi ........
hodc 1a ngudi khac dem mot trong hai chtng t6i dan di."

"Anh ta 12 ngudi nhu thé nao?" Ngdi & ghé sau van tram mic tir dau dén
gi, Hawkins bong nhién cat tiéng.

Sean huyt vang mot tiéng: "Hiém co that, ké dién Hawkins thé nhung lai
c6 hung thu véi thtr gi d6 ngoai bom."

"Vincent sao? Do 1a mot ngudi rat nghiém tic. Anh ta yéu cling rat
nghiém tac, cho nén méi dau khé dén mtrc muon rugu say khudt khi nghe
tin ban gai co thai véi nguoi khac.......... Lai tr mQt hoc tro ngoan tr¢ thanh
mot ké khién huan luyén vién dau dau. Anh biét gi khong, cho dén bay gio,
huén luyén vién cta ching t6i con hdi han da noi véi anh ta rang ‘so voi say
chét & chd nay tha rang nhin cau chét ¢ trén chién truong’ linh tinh....." Jill
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léy thudc 14 ra, hit mot ngum, "Ky that, anh chang d6 xtng dang c6 duoc
mot nguoi yéu tot hon ¢ gai kia rat nhiéu lan."

Sean ngan ngudi, anh chua ting nghi Jill lai danh gia nhu vay vé anh.

"Con anh, Hawkins, vi sao anh lai thiy htng tha v6i Vincent ? Toi nghe
noi anh ta chua timg lam viéc dudi truéng cua anh." Luc hat thude, Jill
thuong mang theo mot dang vé thuc tiy tién vo tdm, nhung chi c6 Sean biét
tén kia dang nghi ngoi, nhung anh ta nghi ngoi cai gi, khong ai doan ra
duoc.

"Bo1 vi Sean noi, khi tré lai My cau ta mudn di tham md Vincent."

"A, tha vi that." Jill phun mét luéng khoi thude, gay tua trén cua xe,
dung anh mat tim toi nghién ctru nhin Sean.

"Pung dung céi loai anh mét d6 nhin t6i, ky quai!" Sean liéc mat nhin
Jill, "Vay anh thi sao? Thac si cua can cir khong quan, nghe noéi chi can tot
nghiép anh s€ trd thanh thuong ty, chay to1 Baghdad lam gi?"

"T6i mubn xem.......... nhimg gi Vincent di thay, 1am nhiing gi anh ta
ting lam. T6i mudn biét.......... Anh ta c6 phai tung s¢ hai, c6 phai da ting
........ héi han hay khong?" Jill né nu cudi, nu cudi cia anh ta gidéng nhu
chiéc binh thity tinh dat dudi 4nh mit troi, hoan my nhung mong manh.

"Vi sao? Y td1 la........ Vincent chi 1a nguoi ¢ cung mot phong nghién
ctru v&1 anh ma thoi."

"Khong chi 1a & cung mot cho lam viéc." Jill veon dau ra ngoai cua so0,
nhin vé phia nga tu ron rang nhon nhao, "Chd dén khi nhin thay cd quan tai

dap qubc ky kia.......... T6i méi biét duge.”

Vé mit Jill u budn, Sean di mét ty nhién vin mudn nhin, béi vi trudce
day anh chua tung gap Jill c6 vé mat nhu vay.
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"Sean, cht ¥ phia trude." (Canh bao! Binh didm chua sip d6!)

Thanh am cta Hawkins khién Sean dinh than lai, tro1 a, vira ro1 anh da
nhin chdm cham vao “cyu dich thu” khong chuyén mat!

skekok
Trd lai quan doanh, Hawkins da dugc thuong cap goi di.
Jill cting Sean di vé phia ky tic x4.

"Hey, anh n6i Hawkins bi goi di vi viéc gi? C6 ngudi cam thay hom nay
anh ta da khong xtr 1y nhiém vu thoa dang?" Jill hoa.

"C6 1& khong phai. O noi day, thao d& bom ciing khéng phai 1a myc dich
chinh ciia EOD, ma 1a ¢6 gang hét stc tranh thuong vong xay ra. Hom nay
khong hé c6 nguoi bi thuong, khong phai sao?" Sean noéi xong lién di toi
ctra phong minh.

"Puogc 161, mdt lac nira cung di dn bita t61?" Jill nhun vai.
Sean tham budn cuo1, anh nhd o trudce kia khi con l1a Vincent, tén kia
chua bao gido chu dong hen anh di an, lién ngay cd ¢ nha an bon ho cling

deéu it khi ngoi1 cung ban.

Nhung du thé nao di nira, Hawkins bi goi di khién cho Sean khong khoi
td mo, rot cude 1a vi viée gi?

Cung Jill an dugc gifta bira, Sean nhan dugc di¢n thoai cuia Hawkins,
d6i phwong mudn anh dén phong y.

"Chiing ta dang an." Tuy Jill cudi nhung Sean biét anh ta khong may vui
VE.
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"Bugc rdi, bro, toi s& goi thém méy anh chang thu vi dén tiép anh.”
Sean vay vay tay voi mdy nguoi nhom Sniper, d6i phuong bung khay an di
t1, "Bon ho ting 1a dong do6i cung t6 véi Vincent."

Sean di dén phong cua Hawkins, d6i phuong ngdi trude ban, trén ban cd
mot cai thung.

"Chuy¢én gi?"
"Cho cau." Hawkins diy nhe thung vé phia Sean.

"Cho t61?" Sean hoi sung s6t, mo thung, bén trong la mot it nd1 y sach
s&, con c6 may hop banh bich quy. Tuy rang quan doanh 1y ciing cung cip
mot it do an vit, loai hinh ciing phong pht, nhung nhitng thir Hawkins cho
anh nay thyc 1o rang 1a cua mdt nguoi phu nita tr nudéec My xa x01 nho
ngudi mang dén cho y.

"Me t6i giri, nhung t6i khong ding dén." Hawkins cham mot diéu thudc.
(Xao ghé, hién vat quy 1ay long vo kia, *)

"Pugc rdi, d6 an vat thi toi tin rang anh khong can, nhung nhiing chiéc
quan 16t méi tinh lai dat tién nay anh cling khong can?" Sean bong nhién
thd dai nhe nhom, chinh anh ciing khong biét vi sao khi anh nghi dén
Hawkins bi goi di chi dé linh vé cai thung nay, anh cam thay nhe nhom rat
nhicu.

"U." Hawkins nam trén giuong, mat nhin tran nha.
"T6i phai nhic nhé anh, nam trén givong hat thuéc qua that rat thich,

nhung khong hé an toan." Sean ngdi xuéng mot bén, anh biét Hawkins con
vi qud bom banh 141 kia ma canh canh trong long.
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Sean nghiéng mat lai, thoang nhin phﬁn van kién dat trén ban, vi anh
sang khong du va khoang cach kha xa, anh chi nhin thay may chit, hinh nhu
1a "Thing chuc", "Lién hiép quoc" gi do .........

Nhét thoi, anh ngy dai.

Hawkins phai thiang chirc? Piéu d6 chang phai c6 nghia 13 y sip roi khoi
Baghdad ?

Sean rat mudn dua tay di lay tap van kién kia, nhung Hawkins con nam
sO sO ra day.

"Cau mudn xem to gidy kia, co thé ldy ma xem." Diéu thubc trén tay
Hawkins nga ra ngoai thanh giuong, tan bi dap rung xudng dat.

Sean lay phan vin kién kia lai xem, qua nhién 1a Hawkins thing chirc
1én trung Uy va bj diéu dén quan doi cia LHQ dong tai Sudan.

"No1 do.......... Ciling c6 bom sao?" Sean cuoi cuodi, nhung trai tim lai
cham rai tram xuong, khi n6 tram dén tan day, anh phat hi¢n minh ngay ca
ho hap déu kho khan, loai cam giac nay rat ky quai.

"Han la khong."

"Tdi doan nhé, cha anh mudn dua anh di khoi Baghdad, ro1 khoi noti co
Montero James." Sean nhin vé phia Hawkins, khi y hut thudc, tu thai trim
tinh ma nhan nha.

Gidng nhu hét thay moi thir trong cudc séng cua y déu thuc thong tha.

"Dung vay."
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"Anh co thé di Sudan cling tbt, néu co6 mot to trudng an phan mot chut
c6 18 t6i s& song sot qua duoc hon mot thang cudi cung cia ky luan phién."
Sean nudt khan, trong phong yén tinh dén muc c6 thé nghe thay tiéng tim
dap, "Nhin t& cong van nay, c¢6 18 cudi tuan anh can phai di."

Hawkins khong noé1i gi, diéu thuoc kia da hut xong, y dem dau mau
thudc 1a cam vao gat tan ¢ tu dau giuong.

"Toi phai vé phong." Sean 6m ldy cai thung, anh rdt cuc hiéu vi sao
Hawkins n6i y khong can nhimg tht trong d6, "Cam on d6 an vit cta anh,
cung voi.......... quan 16t."

Anh méi vira di t6i cira, Hawkins bong nhién goi anh lai.

"Sean, néu toi phai di, cau c6 cho t61 mot cai hon khong?"

Mot phut 4y, Sean bdng nhién cam thay giong noéi ciia Hawkins ciing
khong phai lanh nhu bang, ma 1a giéng nhu nudc sudi thanh thot roi, roi
thang 1én trai tim anh.

"Good bye kiss?"

"Khong dugc sao?"

"C6 thé." Sean nghiéng dau, vao lac 4y, c6 cam xuc gi d6 dang bat dau
khéi dong trong anh.

"Vay hién tai c6 thé cho toi khong?"
Sean bat dic di cuoi cudi, dat cai thung kia lai mat ban, sau d6 di dén
bén canh Hawkins, ha thép thét lung, m61 hon 1€n moi y. Nu hon thuc mém

nhe, khong co su ba dao long troi 16 dat nhu ciia Hawkins, ciing khong c6
su khang cu manh li¢t ctia Sean.
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Bon ho hoa hop ngoai ¥ mudn, thong tha ma liém hon 1dn nhau.

Khi Sean nang nguoi 1én, Hawkins lai van 6m chit anh, "Co thé khién
no 1au hon mot chat khong?"

"Khong thé." Sean nhe nhang g& tay Hawkins ra, béi vi anh biét, néu nu
hén nay tiép tuc, anh s¢ chinh minh ciing khong mubn dimg lai.

Sean vé€ td1 phong minh, dat cai thung xudng. Ngobi trén mép giuong,
anh nd nu cuoi.

Anh ting nghi mot khi anh ro1 khoi Baghdad, thtr tinh cam mong manh
nhu to nhén gifra anh va Hawkins s€ theo d6 ma dut lia, tuy nhién trong suy
nghi cua anh, anh s& 1a nguoi di trude, sau d6 Hawkins van sé o lai chién
truong tim kiém bong dang ctia Montero James.

Nhung that khong ngd Hawkins maéi 1a nguoi trude xoay nguoi roi di.

Sean nam xuong dém, vuon tay lay do an vat trong thung, ttng miéng
tung miéng lach cach an, khong hé dé y dén vun banh ro1 trén goi dau.

Bay gio méi 8h t6i, nhung Sean lai cam thay that moi mét.
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Chwong 33

Anh khép mat lai, mi€éng nhop nhép, ctit nhu vay lién ngu.

Trong luc nra mo nura tinh, anh cdm giac c6 nguoi ngoi bén ngudi anh,
nam lay tay anh, muo1 ngon giao trien. Ho hon méi, cudng nhiét say dam,
tea nhu cudn cudn khoi sing quan riét 1ay nhau trong ngay tan thé, khong
sao phan tach ra dugc nira.

Sean m¢& choang mat, vén chan nhin xuong, "Oh, shit!"

Day khong phai 1a 1an dau tién anh mo dén Hawkins .

Lan trude d6 anh chi cam théy s¢ hai, ma luc nay tim lai dap khong thoi.

That giong nhu rat nhiéu nam vé trude, khi anh con 1a Vincent, lan dau
tién hoi hop di vao phong Emily cung ¢6 hon mai.

"I'm dead .......... " Sean nang canh tay che khuit mit minh. (Sure, you
are dead, dear, ka ka ka... ~0")

Luc nay 1a 11h30° t6i, nhung Sean thdy minh khong sao ngu tiép dugc
nita. (Trai tim roi loan, than kinh rdi loan, than thé rdi loan, tham! Ka ka
ka... *0™)

"Minh ghét d6 ngot! Pic biét 1a chocolate!"

Ngu khong duoc, Sean lién mo TV, thitc ca dém xem phim tinh cam
lang man.

Cho dén khi chan tro1 bat dau sang trang, Sean mdi ngu quén.

https://thuviensach.vn



May man la, thang dén buoi chiéu ngay hom ay, ti€u doi cia Sean moi
c6 nhiém vu.

Nhung mé1 hon 10h sang, Sean da bi Sniper danh thuec .

"Hey! Sean! Téi biét cac cdu ranh réi ca budi sang! Ptng 1én di boy!
Cung choi bong!"

"T61 muon ngu." Sean trd minh, khong them dé y t&i Sniper & ngoai ctra
sO gam ru.

"Pimg dua, Sean! Hay t6i qua cdu “choi sung” choi phat hoa roi?"
Duong nhu Sniper khong danh thirc Sean s€ khong tir bd ¥ dinh.

"Stop! Stop! To61 day! Téi day 1a dugc chir gi?" Sean nhan ménh tré day,
lac nay méi phat hién TV van chua tat.

Cura vra m¢ anh da bi Sniper khan cap kéo ra, "Hom nay ngay céa k¥
thuat binh cua t6 toi cling ranh, c6 thé lam quan dy bi, ching ta c6 thé yén
tam ma choi!"

Sean bong nhién nghi t&i diéu gi, "Khoan d4, toi di goi thém ngudi."

"T6t, néu c6 theé lam thanh nam ngudi mot do1 danh cang khoai!"

Nhung Sniper s€ khong thé nao tuwdng dugc Sean muon di tim ai.

G0 vang 16p thuy tinh trén ctra s, nguoi kia con dang nga. Khong may
al dam dén quay ray giac ngu cua y, nhung Sean la ngoai 1€. Thay nguoi kia
khong c6 phan Ung, Sean dén trudc ctra, dung strc dap am 1: "Tinh chua!
Hawkins! Toi 1a Sean!"

Qud nhién Hawkins ro1 girong, mo ctra ra, toc con c6 chut 16n xdn, bo

dang buon ngu khién cho khudén mat tuan ta luon lanh lung tré nén co vé
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dang yéu.

"Tinh hudng khan cap?"

"Pung, tinh huéng khan cip, tiéu t6 ching ta cung t6 cua Seo dai
chién!" Sean 16i Hawkins di ra, trudc khi di con khong quén lay chia khoa
cua.

"Cai gi?" Hawkins tiy ¥ Sean 16i kéo y di vé phia trude.

"Pau bong r6. Hawkins, dimng noéi voi toi 1a anh khong biét choi bong
r6?" Sean quay dau nhin y.

"Tbi biét."
"Tét, dang luc chimg minh cho chiing t6i xem."
Khi Sean 16i kéo Hawkins dén truéc mit Seo, tat ca moi nguoi ngay dai.

"Hawkins ngoai trir g& bom va ngg.......... Con c6 thé 1am thir gi d6 khéc
sa0?" Sniper ding 4nh mat hoai nghi nhin Sean.

"Nay, chung ta dén mot tran dau gitra hai t6 di, toi d3 goi k¥ thuat binh
Jill ctia t6 chung toi dén." Sean quay dau lai, chi thay Jill nhin nhé di t6i,

"Sean, cdu tot nhat hay cho t6i mot cai 1y do chinh dang!"

"Rén luyén than thé c6 tinh khong?" Sean nd nu cudi, anh mét mj thanh
mot vong trang non, moi cling kéo thanh mdt dudng cong thuc rong mé.

Jill bat dac di cuo1, nhan vai: "Toi thi sao cling dugc."

Nhung that ra Se¢o lai tiép tuc nghi ngo: "Cau bé nay nay co6 choi duogc
khong, cling dirng ngay ca bong déu khong so toi dugc."
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Sean vui vé: "Pung xem thuong Jill, anh ta ném qua ba di€ém cuc
chuan!"

Jill ngan ngudi, nhin Sean, vén dinh hoi gi, nhung sau cung lai dung
mot nu cuoi nhe thay thé .

"Puogc r61, " Seo nhin v€ phia k¥ thudt binh cia t6 minh, "Cau cling
ding dé t61 mat mat, ném may qua cho bon ho nhin xem!"

Vi thé mot hoi “quyét chién” lién bat dau.

Seo cung Sniper phdi hop tét vo cing, hai ngudi thoat nhin thé trang
nhung dong tac lai vo cung tinh té c6 ki thut.

Sean bi bon ho vuot qua, nhung Hawkins lai luu loat cit bong, suc bat
muoi phﬁn thuc hién mét ¢t Slamdunk khién Seo cung Sniper tron mat ha

hoc miéng.

Sean xoay ngudi nhin vé phia Hawkins, co thé y trong nhay mat thyc
hién cil ném cang ra tao thanh mgt duong nét tran ngap luc luong.

Jill vo tay: "Qua tuyét voil Co dieu Hawkins, cai 1o ciia quan doanh
cling khong may ran chac!" (Nguoi ta phai thé hién truéc mat vo mu! ™)

Sau do, tran dau tiép tuc.
Cai tin Hawkins choi bong ro truyén di, khong it nguoi lién chay dén
vay xem ngoai san bong, ngay ca linh cta lién d6i khac cling chay dén xem!

(*Cudi té ghé*)

Sean cudp duge bong tu k¥ thuat binh cua doi Seo, chuan bi ném lai bi
Seo cung Sniper vy chin, anh tuén bong qua khe ho cho Hawkins.
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"Hey, Sean, ngau nhién ciing chuyén bong cho t6i chir, néu khong thi t6i
chi co6 thé & bién ma dung!" Jill vira no6i1 vira that su lui lai bién.

Sean bat cudi, cau dén tay lién chuyén cho Jill. Ma Jill ciing khong phu
su cuc luc dé cir cia Sean, that sy thuc hién mot ci ném 3 diém hoan my
khién cho moi nguoi vay xem huyt sdo vang trdi! (Tranh nhau ‘liy diém’
v61 my nhéan na! ")

Jill nhin vé phia Sean nhudéng mi, Sean lam mdt dong tac thé hién su
khinh bi. Ngay sau d6 Jill chay t¢i, vd vo vai Sean, "Hey, Vincent, 14t nita

van phai chuyén bong cho toi nhé!"

"Khong thanh van dé!" Sean dap, roi lap tuc stng sot, sau do6 voi va da
Jill mot ct, "Anh goi ai dau!"

Jill cuo1 cuoi, Hawkins ¢6 chut dam chiéu liéc nhin bon ho.

Tran dau két thuc véi két qua doi cia Hawkins thang ap déo. (Anh hung
tranh my nhan tam, dong luc vo han!)

Hom d6, ngay ca khi di ra ngoai thuc hién nhiém vu, Sean van cudi
khong khép miéng lai dugc.

Jill ngéi Xuéng bén anh, "Théng ddi cua Seo khién cau vui vé nhu vay?"

"Khong phai, anh khong thdy ngoai trir cing nhau thao bom ra, ca to
chung ta cing nhau 1am nhiing chuyén khac nita, ky that rat thi vi hay sao?
Anh nghi xe, chd ching ta roi khoi Baghdad r6i, co hdi gap lai nhau c6
dugc bao nhiéu? Chiing ta con c6 thé cing nhau udng bia khong? Hoac 1a
cung choi mot tran bong ro?"

Jill thuy ha mi mat, "Hodc 13, tham gia 18 tang cua di phuong..........

Sean cling im lang lai.
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"Pung lo léng, Sean. Roi khoi Baghdad, t6i van s& tim duoc cau." Su
tram ling 4y duogc tén von it khi mé miéng nhat - Hawkins - pha vd.

Sean ngdy ngan cd nguoi, anh khong nghi t61 Hawkins sé ndi nhu vay
v&1 minh.

Budi chiéu hom ay nhan nha ngoai y muon, chi c6 duy nhat mot lan bon
ho duogc yéu cau thi khi dén no1 bom da phat no.

Tbi hom d6, Sean dén gip Tién si Grey.

D61 phuong mé ctra, dung mdt nglr di¢u thuc ué odi noéi: "Sean, hién tai
khong phai thoi gian lam vi¢e cua to1."

Sean cudi cudi: "Thuc xin 16i, Tién si. Ong nghi ngoi di."

Grey stng sot, khong nghi téi Sean lai di dé dang nhu vay, "Toi tudng
ciu c¢6 chuyén quan trong muén hoi t6i?"

"Trén thyc te, van dé nay qua thyc rat quan trong, nhung cho du t61 co
dugc cau tra 101 ¢ I€ cling chang dé lam gi."

Grey ngodc tay: "Vao di."

Sean ngéi trudec mat Grey, "Hawkins s€ bi thuyén chuyén khéi EOD, to1
von phai cam thay duoc giai thoat."

"T61 hi€u, s€ c6 mdt t6 trudong an phan dugc diéu dén, hon nita néu
khong c6 gi ngoai ¥ mudn, tan to trudng han s€ khong co 4o tudng gi do
khong thuc t€ voi cau, nhu vay cau s€ cang thoai mai."

"DPung vay. Nhung tdi lai cam thay minh khong hé cam thay dé chiu mot

chut ndo, toi phat hién ky that t6i c6 thé dé dang tha thir hét thay, vi du nhu
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su lanh lung khong biét giao tiép cta han, vi du nhu khong mic trang phuc
phong ho lién di thdo d& bom, vi du nhu hin v6 phuong huéng dam dau
dudi theo bong dang ctia Montero James."

"Sean, noi cho t6i biét, Hawkins ¢ timg khién cdu dong tam hay khong,
cho du chi mot thoang?" Tién si Grey nhin vé phia Sean, "Can than ngim
lai, Sean."

"Han noi, néu c6 mdt ngay chiing t61 déu ro1 khoi Baghdad, hdn s tim

dugc t61." Sean nghiéng mat di, "To1 nghi.......... Toi nght .......... "
"Cau cho 1a mdi quan hé ctia hai ngudi chi giéi han tai Baghdad, ding
khong?" Tién si Grey khé mim moéi.

"Chang 1& khong dung?" Sean nhun vai.

"Cau c6 biét nguyén nhan khién cau khong ngimg cu tuyét y tuong cta
Hawkins ddi véi cau 1a gi khong?"

"La gi?"

"Bo1 vi cau s¢ hai thtr y tudng Hawkins c¢6 véi cau chi 1a vi hén than &
maot noi khoéng c¢6 phu nit, & trong mot khong gian bi han ché han khong c6
ddi tuong khac dé lya chon, ma loai 4o tudng nay s€ theo chan hin roi di
ma thay doi, hin s& dem nhimg dbi tugng khac nita tha vao trong cai ao
tudng d6. Cho du hi¢n tai hin ddi tot v&i cau hon bat ¢t ai khac, d6 cling
chi vi noi day la Baghdad."

"Tién si.......... Ong dang noi cai gi?" Sean cam thay minh nghe hiéu, lai
tua ho chang hiéu gi ca.

Grey khom ngudi sang phia Sean, nhin thang vao mat anh, "Sean, cau
dang so rang han ta von khong hé yéu cau."
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"Tién si Grey .......... " Sean mé miéng, tua ho ¢6 tht gi do da sinh dong
hién hinh, birc tudng thanh anh di day cong kién tao bong nhién khong chiu
ndi mot dot cong kich.

"Vi sao cau lai quan tdm dén viéc han ta yéu hay khong yé€u cau, Sean,
t61 nghi cau con biét ro hon t61."

" Chuyén han phai di cling khong phai 1a trong diém, trong diém la sau
khi han di r6i cau c6 gi tiéc nudi hay khong?" Tién si Grey ding day, "Hién
tai t6i cam thay t6i di c6 thé nghi ngoi mot chit, Sean."

Roi khoi phong ctia Grey, Sean yén ling di trén dudng tro vé, di ngang
qua phong Hawkins, tya nhu c6 mot luc lwong than bi dan dit bude chan

anh di dén trudc khung ctra s6 sang den kia.

Hawkins ngdi tira & trén giuong, trong tay 1a mot ban v&, tya hd dang vé
thtr gi do.

Y 1a ké dién, co 1& 1a dién ¢ chd y thuc chap nhat va nghiém tuc.

b v
kh@ng V 2‘10 . "
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Chwong 34

Ctra m¢, Sean danh phai di vao.

"Lam sao vay Sean?" Ban v€ cua Hawkins dét trén ban, qua nhién 1a so
do mach dién bom.

"Khong c6 gi, chi la di ngang qua thoi."

Hawkins vuon tay ra, dau ngon tay vudt ve qua ma Sean, "Khong phai
chi la di ngang qua, cau da ¢ bén ngoai nhin t61 mot luc lau."

"Chang phai vi cudi tuan anh s€ di hay sao? Trudc khi di, anh c6 thé
cung dong doi cuia minh choi bong rd, udng bia, cing nhau xem DVD..........
¥ t01 no1 dén nhitng bd phim kinh dién cua Tién si Grey.......... co 1€ khong
phai la y kién t61."

"Pung vay."

Sean van tram mdc nhin xudng dudi, Hawkins vuon tay ra nang mdt anh
nhin vao minh: "T6i chua ting nghi t61 mudn lam cho cau vui lai don gian
dén nhu vay."

"Sao co?" Sean hoi.

"V1i du nhu cung nhau choi bong 16, udng bia, xem phim."

"Noi1 nay con c¢6 hoat dong giai tri gi khac hay sao? A, con c6 bai brit."
Sean cudi cuol.

Hawkins lang ling nhin Sean.
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Can phong im ling, 4anh mat nhin chim cha cua Hawkins khién tim
Sean khong khoi d¢ap nhanh hon, khi anh mudn quay mit qua chd khac ngdi
théng lai, dbi phuong 16t cuc mé mi¢ng ndi chuyén .

"Sean, cau la dac biét."
NA")H

Hawkins hoi hoi nghiéng mat: "So vd1 Montero con dic bi¢t, so voi

bom cling dac biét, cau la dac biét nhat.......... "
"Duong nhién, anh s€ khong nghi dén bom hoac Montero ma ‘choi
sung’."

"Vi ¢ ciu, toi cam thiy con séng quan trong hon nhiéu so véi thdo do
bom ciia Montero." Tran cua Hawkins ti 1én tran anh, thanh 4m cta y tram
thap ma tir tinh, tya nhu mot dia nhac c6 dién ting vong ting vong xoay,
xoay khién cho nguoi nghe bi cudn vao tim khong thiy duong vé hién thuc,
"Tdi biét, cau ludn dimg sau lung t61, nhin theo t61. Cau khién toi cam théy
duoc an toan."

Moi Sean bi y nhe nhang ngam lay, nhe nhang man mé, ludi y khong hé
vO1 vao trong miéng anh, duong nhu hai déi méi chi gidan don dung cham

da la mot chuyén vo cung dé chiu.

Sau d6, Sean cham rdi dua ludi dudi vé phia doi phuong. Hawkins ngoai
¥ muén ma bat 1ay no, ban tay day rong vuon vé phia sau gay anh, ghi lai.

Sean cam thay anh khong can tiép tuc khang cu loai cam giac nay nira.

Ngay mai cuoi cung cling dén, anh khong mudn cé gi ti€éc nudi, néu két
qua cua bon ho chi c6 chia lia.
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Anh tyu tay 16t bo 4o cua Hawkins, khi kéo dén ba vai chiéc 40 bi mic
lai, Hawkins khong hé dua tay lén.

Y nhin vé phia anh: "Sean, cdu c6 biét minh dang lam gi khong?"

"Bién 40 twdng cua anh thanh sy that." Sean cong cong khoe miéng.

Hawkins bdng nhién day anh ngd ap 1én giuong, khudn mit tudn my
tran ngap ltra nong: "Sean, cdu von khong biét o tudng cla tdi cd bao
nhiéu dién cudng."

"Anh 12 gi dién, toi da som biét."

Hawkins cti dau: "Ta s& khong thé khéng ché duoc chinh minh..........

"Néu anh khién toi thay kho chiu, to1 s€ da chét anh.......... " Sean con
chua no61 xong, da bi con mua hon ciia Hawkins bao phu.

Quan phuc cua anh bi Hawkins 16t bo, y vui dau bén tai anh, am thanh
khan khan tho rap: "To61 da mo tudng dén chuyén co1 quan phuc cua cau rat
nhiéu lan ."

"Vi sao lai 1a quan phuc?" Sean nd nu cuoi.

Hawkins hon hon phan ¢6 16 ra khoi 4o cua Sean, ranh nanh khé can,
"Boi vi ¢61 quan phuc.......... Co thé khién cau tir mot binh si bién thanh
Sean cua mdt minh t61."

"Y tudng rat tuyét." Sean xoay nguoi, de 1én trén Hawkins.

Hawkins tua ho khong ngai bi Sean ap ché, y ngang dau 1én hon hén

khuon mit anh, ban tay vudt ve doc theo bo lung anh, mét duong xudng
phia dudi, véi vao trong quan 16t.
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Sean tr tir nhim mét lai, cam thu sy ton tai cta Y oreeeeein eeveeens , tr nhe
nhang cham rii nhu nan dan tré nén dung stc, tya hd y mudn bop chit hét
thay thudc vé Sean trong tay. Sean quay dau, dua tay vé phia sau, muén kéo
ban tay cua Hawkins ra, nhung y lai “tdp kich” mo1 anh, tham lam néng
bong khién cho anh khong biét phai lam sao, d6 ding 1a mot nu hon “tiéu
chuan” Hawkins.

Sean thoang loi 1ong, d6i phuong da ghi chit lay that lung anh, troi dat
dién dao, Sean lai bi ap vé dén dém. Hawkins cuéng nhiét hon 1én ma anh,
tran troc dén cam, dén co, tung nu hon nhu thép Itra trén da anh, thanh mot
con dudng dai rao ruc xudng phia dudi. H6 hip cia Sean dan tho trong.

"Hawkins.......... Thé nay........ co chut ky quai..........

"Khong c6 gi ky quai." Hawkins thao khuy quan, 16i kéo ban tay Sean
6m 14y phan da thit nong bong diy strc sdng ctia minh, "Cau ciing biét, toi
mudn cau."

Mot gidy éy, anh ¢6 du cam linh hon minh s& bi thiéu dbt dén tan tro,
Sean nuét khan, "OK.......... To1 nght ......... c6 1& t6i van chua hoan toan

"

chuanbi ..........

Hawkins bop chat 1y that lung Sean, 1at anh nam up sap, cam anh nén
1én gbi ddu mém mai.

"Hawkins! Anh muén lam gi?"

Hawkins hon 1én lung Sean, doc theo xuong séng kéo xubng, tao thanh
mot chudi té dai ron ngudi, & xuong cung, ludi y 1am mot vong tron ndng
ryc va am uét. Sean mo to hai mat, ¢6 gang chong cy cam giac linh hon
minh nhu mudn bi hiit ra khoi than thé, cam giac liic nay d6i véi anh ma néi
thie xa la, ndm trén ngudi anh khong phai 13 mot nguoi thiéu nit diu dang
mém mai, ma 13 mot ngudi dan 6ng cuong nganh.........
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Hawkins om ldy that lung Sean, .......... ..........

"Dung lai! Hawkins! Dung lai!" Sean gidy dua, lai cam gidc dugc con
ménh thG néng bong dén thidu d6t dugc linh hon anh thanh tro kia dung
cham dén hau huy¢t, mudn pha tan hét thay moi rao can, cuong nganh mé
rong than thé anh dén cuc han.

Sean cén rang, gan xanh trén thai duong dot khoi, trong mdt thoang, anh
cam thdy Hawkins thuc sy ¢ thé giét chét anh, thira dip Hawkins budng tay
ra mudn di 6m anh, Sean ¢ stc gidy dua.

"Cau mudn di dau?" Hawkins dé anh lai, khong hé bao trude, vot di vao.

Sean ha to mi¢ng, khudén mat nhay mét nghen héng, that lau sau anh
méi ddm dam chin: "Fuck you ——" (No no, you are the one who is
fucked, ka ka ka ka ...)

Hawkins cudi khé : "O trong cau rat tuyét."

.......... Sean khong ngung churi bay, cam gidc dau don nhu bi thiéu chay
khién anh mudn ty b6 dau minh ra xem trong do6 chtra gi ma lai........... , anh
an can hoi han ca nha Hawkins mot 1an lait mot lan..........

"Sean, vira roi khi méng chi to1 cau da lap lai tu."
Ngay khi y 1én dinh, Sean thé dai mot hoi.

Hawkins cuo1 nhe, lui di ra.
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Sean nhu dugc dai x4, mac ké dau don muodn tré minh di xudng,
Hawkins lai tha anh 1én givdng, hon anh, an anh xudng.

Tiéng kéu la cua Sean bi sy manh li¢t cia Hawkins bao phu.

Hawkins khong ngung nham vao noi sau nhat, khong ngung dinh dén
cai noi to1 co thé khién Sean dong tinh.

Tinh tridu diing tién véo trong tri ndo Sean, tiy sach moi bat an lo ling,
cling tay trang 1y tri, vii ddp anh trong mo mit.

Hawkins ngang dau, gwong mit anh tudn phiém hong, 16ng lanh mé héi,
hai mét khép ho, biéu tinh nhu thé dang song trong thé giéi mong 4o tuyét
voi hang ao udc, khoai cam va sung sudng vo bién vo tan tran ra, khong
cach ndo ngan can, khién y khong nging tac cau, cho du di c6 dugc tat ca

cua Sean, y cling khong sao dirng lai duoc.

Tiéng thd doc quin quyt giao trién, khong khi cling dudng nhu nhdn
nhao.

Sean c6 mot loai ao giac, Hawkins da xam lan tri ndo anh, tham chi moi1
mot té bao trong co thé anh déu co6 sy ton tai cua y.

Khi thoi khic thing hoa dén, mot dong chét long nong ruc lao thang vao
trong co thé anh, Sean 6m chat Hawkins.

Hawkins nam trén nguoi anh, ngdn tay mot lan lai mdt 1an vudt ve
khuoén mat anh.

"Cau la cua toi..........

Sean thd ra mét hoi, giong am ach: "Nhéat dinh 13 t6i dién r6i."
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"Vay tiép tuc dién." Hawkins khong rGt ra khoi than thé anh, chi
nghiéng dau nam trén vai anh, ding moi khé cham 1én cam anh.

Sean khong noi gi, chdm rai nham mat lai, & trong sy am ap bao trum
cua Hawkins ngu thiép di.

Gio phut nay, Tién si Grey dang nam trén giudng minh, day day huyét
thai duong, tiéng gam gir trong di dong khién ong ta khong thé khong
nghiéng dau né di.

"

"Anh n6i n6 khéng muén di Sudan 13 y gi

"Chinh 1a khong mudn di." Tién si Grey mudn tho dai, Trung tudng
Hawkins c6 mot dira con nhu vy qua that 1a dau dau.

"No¢ la thang dién! Grey ! Hon nita n6 sdp khién t61 cling dién theo no!"

"Ngoai ra, t61 c6 mdt tin tirc muon bao cho ngai, con ctiia ngai da yéu
chinh chién hiru cua anh ta."

"Cai gi? Chién hiru? Mot nguoi dan 6ng?"
"Pung vay, Baghdad EOD khong c6 nit binh."

"Anh dua? Hay vi n6 lau lam khong c¢6 phu n@t? To1i muodn 14p tirc 161 nod
vel"

"Tinh t4o lai di, trung tuéng. To6i da noi 1a anh ta “yéu”, khong phai la
thich hay ‘dé mat> dén. Trung tudng, ngai hiéu y toi khong? "

"Y cua anh 1a t61 khong thé chia ré bon ho? Troi a, toi1 lai dung cai chir
‘chia r€’ nay, that nuc cuon !"
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"Ngai biét con trai ngai 1 g dién, nhu vay, t6i cho rang van dé ngai can
suy nghi khong phai 1a 1am thé nao dé con trai ngai roi khoi anh chang kia,
hay tim linh ban tia 4m sat cai ké khién con ngai mé ddo tdm than. Ngai cho
rang con ngai dién, vay anh ta dién ¢ diém nao?" Grey cudi nhe.

Dién thoai im lang, chi nghe théy tiéng ho hép.
"N6 mudn thtr gi lién nhat dinh phai dat dén, bat ké gia nao."

Tién si Grey c6 thé tudng tuong trung tuéng Hawkins & bén kia dang deé
lai hai mét minh mot cach mét moi, "Khong can biét nguoi khac nghi gi,
cling khéng dé y chinh minh, n6 chi biét phai dat duoc th né mudn."

"Nhu vy hién tai ngai han phai lo ling anh chang dang thuong da di
dén Baghdad lai bi dra con ngai coi trong, liéu cau ta co thé chép nhan
dugc Hawkins hay khong?" Ngon tay cua Tién si Grey nhe nhang dap 1én
thanh giwong, giong nodi tha dai c6 vé nhan nha, "Hawkins 1a mgt qua bom
n6 cham, ma kip nd thi nam trong tay anh chang dang thuong kia."

"Nhu vay cdu ta c6 yéu Howard khong? Cau ta c6 nguyén ¥ sdng cing
n6 khong?" Thanh 4m cua trung tuéng day ban khodn.

Lai mot théng nam nhe da ca tin b1 bai loan......... Ma hinh nhu ¢ day
co...... cua dong! TTATT
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Chwong 35

"T61 khong biét. Nhung thoat nhin, cdu ta thuc su rat giéng White."
"White? Y anh 13 dra chau d3 qua doi cua t6i?"

"Pung vay." Tién si Grey cuoi c¢6 chut bat dac di, “Do6i voi con trai ngai,
White Hawkins c6 ¥ nghia v6 cung."

"Hai nguoi ho.......... Nhin rat giéng nhau sao?" Thanh am cta Trung
tedng mang theo mot chut do du.

"Khong chi giong nhau & bé ngoai, t61 nghi cau ta da gay cho Howard
cadm giac an toan, n6 rat giong vdi cam gidc khi anh ta & bén White."

Pau bén kia dién thoai truyén dén mot tiéng thd dai, "Anh co thé cho t6i
biét vi sao.......... Vi sao Howard cir thich theo dudi nhitng thtr nguy hiém?
Chang han nhu bom? Ching han nhu Montero James? Va ca........ nguoi
vinh vién khong quay trd lai, White?"

"Toi khong thé tra 10i ngai, trung tuéng. Boi vi t6i khong phai la
Howard Hawkins."

"Néu, néu Howard khong c6 duoc nguoi binh si kia nhu né mudn, né sé
thé nao? Hodc 1a c6 mot ngay, Howard phat hién anh chang d6 ciing khong
phai la White trong tri tuéng tuong cua no..........

"Anh ta s¢.......... T6i nghi ngai biét, trung tudng."

"Nhu vay, Grey .......... Hay giip n6 c6 duoc ngudi binh si do. Néu co
nguoi ¢o thé khién no yén 6n, c6 1€ to1 s€ thuc cam ta Thuong BE."

https://thuviensach.vn



"T61 ¢ gang hét strc, trung tuong." Grey dat dién thoai xudng ban, ddm
chiéu man mé khde mdi sau d6 mim cuoi.

(Sau dém tan hon: ~0")

Sean bi thanh 4m ctia d6ng ho bao thirc lam tinh giac, lic nay anh méi
phat gidc Hawkins 6m lay anh nam ngay bén canh, Sean bi c6 dinh ¢ gitta
bo twdng va vong tay 6m ap cua y. Anh lay khuyu tay thuc nhe vao ngudi v,
"Hawkins.......... Hawkins!"

"An?" Dbi phuwong nang dau diy, ngén tay vudt qua toc anh, "Lam sao
vay?"

"Co phai hom nay chiing ta van con nhiém vu?" Sean mudn ngoi day,
nhung anh hau nhu chi c6 thé cua quay.

"Pung vay." Hawkins cham rai budéng 10ng vong tay, xuéng giwdng nhat
y phuc cua hai nguoi 1én.

Dang ngudi y can xting, tao nhd ma khong thiéu ran roi, Sean tua vio
dau givong dot mot diéu thude. Anh c6 chit khong thé tudng twong noi, tbi
hom qua........ anh da dé cho nguoi dan 6ng nay xAm pham minh.

Hawkins l4y tir trong tii ra mot chiéc quan 16t, ném cho Sean: "M&i."

Lic nay Sean moi nhéan ra, than thé minh that sach sé, gifta hai chan
khong hé co cam giac dinh ni sau khi an i cudng nhiét. Dudng nhu trong

khi anh ngu, Hawkins da gitip anh lau minh.

Sean tuy cuo1 minh, phia sau tuy thoang c6 chut sung, nhung cling khong
dau don dén khong thé cir dong, c6 1& anh han phai cam on sy huan luyén
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khi con & bd phan dac chung, n6 da gilp anh trai qua mdt cude “tra tAn”
khong thé tuong tuong ciia Hawkins ma van c6 thé hanh dong binh thudng.

Hopkis da an mac chinh té, di t&1 gitip Sean cai clc ao.
"To1 phai vé phong lay ma."

"Pugc." Hawkins khé hon 1én moi Sean r61 budong anh ra, "Trén xe
£ap.

"

Sean ra khoi phong, so so Ién nguc, duong nhu hoi thd cia Hawkins
pha vao c6 anh lac gitip anh mic 40 van con quanh quan.

Khi Sean dén bén chiéc Hummer, Jill 3 ngdi bén trong.

Sean m¢ cura xe, Hawkins ném cho anh mét chiéc hot dog, Sean ndé1 mét
tieng cam on, vua an vura lai xe ra khoi ga ra.

Jill tya dau vao cua xe, nhin vé phia Sean: "Sean, t6i cdm thay cdu cung
Hawkins c6 van dé." (Ka ka ka, hi¢u ting hau tan hon???)

"Van dé gi?" Sean mim cudi mot cach khong may mém mai, chang 18
g : g may . g
Jill phat hién ra diéu gi?

"Hawkins thuc nghe 101 cau." Jill ngdi thang lai, xe di ldn banh ra khoi
doanh dia.

Sean bat cudi, "Ké dién Hawkins s& khong nghe 101 bét ctr ai."
Giira trua, ndi thanh Baghdad van dong dtic nhu moi khi.
Xe bi ket cing ¢ gitta duong khong thé di chuyén. Jill di 1én dinh xe,

cam sung méay dung tiéng Puc thét to : "Khong duoc t6i gan! Co nghe thy
khong? Khong duoc téi gan!"
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Sean nim tay lai, budn cuoi néi: "Khong ai mudn téi gan chung ta, tinh
huéng giao théng nhu thé nay ho ciing khong biét 1am sao hon."

"An." Hawkins nhe nhang hudng tmg. (Phu xudng phu tiy! )

"Hey, Hawkins.......... Cudi tuan nay anh di sao?" Sean quay dau lai hoi,
cho du dem qua gifta bon ho da xay ra chuyén gi, Sean biét anh da d6i mat
v6oi cam giac ma minh danh cho Hawkins khong c¢6 nghia la hai nguoi ho
s& dinh lai ciing mot chd nhu dbi tinh nhan dang trong thoi ky nong nhiét
khong mudn xa rdi nhau. Hét thay déu 1a phit xao dong trong khoanh khic

ay ma thoi.

Hai nguoi dang 6ng cung voi nhau........ c6 1€ phai phong khodng hon
binh thudng nhiéu lam.

"To1 cu tuy¢t thang chure." Hawkins binh tinh noi.

"Cai gi?" Sean quay dau lai, gifta hai dau 1ong may khong khoi xuét
hién mot cai khe.

“To1 s€ ¢ lal noi nay thang cho dén khi dot luan phién két thuc."
Sean ngan nguoi, sau d6 6m dau nd ny cuoi.

Nguoi ndy 1a Hawkins, thang chirc d6i vi y ma néi khong co gi dang
ké, y chi biét 1am viéc y muén lam.

"Bo1 vi Montero James ¢ Baghdad ma khong phai Sudan, dung khong?"

"Khong, " Hawkins dua tay ludn vao trong mai toc Sean, "Boi vi cdu &
noi nay." (Tim bay day troi!)

https://thuviensach.vn



Luc nay, Jill tr dinh xe chui vao, ng6i trd lai chd cua minh, "Pang noi
cai gi?"

Sean dam nhe vao vai Jill: "Tiéng Puc cua anh thuc con me¢ n6 luu
loat."

Bon ho b1 ket xe hon 30°, rot cudc clng co thé tiép tuc nhich 1é€n phia
trudc.

Budi chiéu bon ho do boé mot qua dia 161, sau d6 thuan loi tré vé quan
doanh.

Pang 14i xe, Sean bdng nhién ¥ thirc duoc diéu gi, manh quay dau nhin
vé phia Hawkins: "Vay t6i qua vi sao anh khong noi cho toi biét!" (Troi oi
anh, noi sudt tur sang som dén tan chiéu t6i anh méi...!! N

Jill bi mot cau khong dau khong dudi nay cta Sean lam cho chang hiéu
ra sao ca, anh ta cling nhin vé phia Hawkins, doi phuong khong nhanh
khong cham tra 161: "Bai vi cau khong hoi."

"Damn!" Sean dap manh dau vao véo lang, Jill vO1 va ngan anh lai.

"Brother! Cau dang lai xe!"

Tré lai doanh dia, Sean c6 vé budn buc ngay cé bira to1 cling khong an
lién tr¢ vé€ phong.

Jill nhin thdy Hawkins thong dong mo cira xe di xuéng, vé mit thoai
mai thuong ngay dot nhién nghiém tic han lai, "Anh da lam gi cau ta?"

"Cai gi?" Hawkins liéc mat nhin Jill, tiép tuc di vé phia trudc.
Jill tién 1én muén tam lay 4o y, d6i phuong lai nhe nhang né tranh dugc,

dung anh mit binh than v6 ba nhin anh ta.
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"To61 da nhin théy dau vét trén cb ciu ta, Hawkins."
"Vay thi nhu cdu di thay."

"Hawkins!" Anh mat Jill tran day phan no, "Cau ta 1a chién hitu cia
anh!"

"Cho nén t6i s& khong thé fuck ciu ta ?" Hawkins 1oi n6i vira dut, Jill
lién dén day mot ddm, nhung chi danh vao khong khi.

"Anh khong thé thuong ton cau ta!"

"Vi sao cdu cho rang toi fuck cu ta 1a thuong ton ciu ta?" Hawkins
nghiéng dau, "Boi vi chiing t6i déu 1a dan 6ng? Hay 13 boi vi giita chung toi
c6 mbi quan hé chién hitu than thanh khong thé xAm pham?"

"Bé&i vi anh 14 ké chi biét ldy chinh minh lam trung tim, anh s& khong
hiéu Sean can gi!"

"Pung nhu cau noi, té1 la mot ké léy minh lam trung tam, cho nén thu
t6i muon, toi nhat dinh phai dat duoc."

"Cau ta khong phai la dd vat thudc quyén s& hiru cua anh! Anh 1a mot
ké c6 stc hap dan, bé ngoai ctia anh, tham chi 1a su dién cudng cua anh,
nhung Sean khong phai 1a mot qua bom!" Con ngroi mau rAm nang cua Jill
gidng nhu ludi dao ddm vao trong mat Hawkins, bat ctr ai déu khong nghi
dén chang trai ludn cuoi noéi hon nita rat hai hude nay sé& co luc givong
cung bat kiém nhu vay v6i minh.

"Nhung t61 1a cua cau ta .......... Ta da la cua cau ta mat ro1." Anh mat
cua Hawkins van tram on nhu trudec.

"Cai gi?" Chang 18 1 Sean ‘lam’ Hawkins?
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"Chang phai cdu thich Vincent Mann? hay sao" Hawkins nhin vé phia
Jill, "Cau mudn muon viée bao vé Sean dén bao vé Vincent trong l1ong minh
sao? Nhung cho du cdu nghi thé ndo, nguoi kia déu da chét. Ma trude khi
anh ta roi di, cau da khong nam chit 1ay anh ta......... gidng nhu t6i lac nay."

Jill van duy tri tu thé nhu cii, bong nhién c6 nudc mét tir trong mat anh
ta chay xudng.

Hawkins xoay nguoi, ro1 khoi ga ra.

Aok

Sean tro lai ky tic x4, tim tap sach sé&, sau d6 d6 1én givong, tay vuon
dai ra, mo vao trong thung tim banh quy. (Hém trudc ai méi ndi ghét do
ngot? *Liéc céi coi thuong*)

Ngam lai, chinh anh ciing con cam thay tic cuoi. Hawkins khong di
Sudan, sao anh lai c6 cam gidc minh bi dua gion? Co 1€ anh 6m tam trang ly
biét nén mai co thé chép nhan dé Hawkins xam pham minh.

Co6 nguoi mo cua phong anh, 1a Jill.

Pbi phuong mang theo thirc dn ngdi vao bén giudng anh, cudi noi,
"Sean, ding noi voi toi rang cau thich banh quy chocolate con hon ga
nuéng cung khoai tdy nong hoi."

Sean nguri duoc mui thom thire 4n, ngdi day, "Thuong Pé yéu anh, Jill."

Jill nhan vai, mé hdp nudéc cam dua toé1 trudc mat Sean, "Rat tiéc, do
quan dac chung tién dén quan doanh nén bia hét rat sém."

Sean nhin hdp nudc cam, cudi cudi: "Xin 161 Jill, t61 khong udng nudc

n

cam.
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"Vi sao?" Jill duong nhu vo6 tinh hoi.

"T6i timg bi ngd doc thuc pham khi udng nudc cam.......... " Sean nudt
khoai tay, lic ndy méi ngdy ngan ca ngudi, duong nhu anh di tiét 10 qua
nhiéu tin tirc vé Vincent.

"A." Jill dap lai mét tiéng, "CAu rat giéng Vincent."

"Vay sao?" Sean cuo1 cuoi, trong long da c¢o chut chot da.

"Chang han nhu dong tac gip chin, chang han nhu hiéu biét vé mach
hoc, chang han nhu khong ubng nudc cam.” Jill dwa mit dén gan Sean,
ngon dén khong may sang luu lai mot phan khut bong trén mit anh ta. Sau
do Jill cuoi, nim déng tién trén mat c6 vai phﬁn chua x6t, "Nhung cau ta da
chét........ Cau khong thé 1a cau ta."

"Pung.......... Dung vay.......... " Sean tham hit mot hoi, Jill qua thuc rat
nhay bén, diém ndy anh d3 sdm biét, nhung rdi lai khong thé tranh duogc 10

ra vo sO so ho trude mat Jill.

"Bit qua thuc dang tiéc, Sean, con hon mot thang nira cau co thé vé
nudc." Ngon tay Jill nhe nhang g6 1én vo hdp.

"Ha, ai khong muon som ro1 khéi noi nay vé nude?"

"Y t61 la, to1 vira bi€t cau, cau da quay tro ve." Jill cuoi cudi, bong
nhién nghiéng nguoi vé phia trudce, hon 1én tran Sean, "Ngu ngon, Sean."

Pang cli diu mé gidy thiéc boc thit g, Sean ctng ngic ngudi tan cho
dén khi Jill di méi c¢6 phan tng.

Vi sao Jill phai hon anh?
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Boi1 vi anh ta mudn ndi ng ngon.

Sean bat cudi, anh con khong hiéu Jill hay sao? Tén kia han 1a ¢6 ¥ tréu
cot anh. (Mot phit mac niém cho Jill!)

Duong nhu anh d3 bi Hawkins khién cho nhanh thanh bénh than kinh,
Jill han 14 thich phu nit, tén kia con suu tip may traim ban Playboy.

Ngay hom sau, sang sém, Sean di vao ga ra, Jill d ngdi ¢ bén trong ,
dung mp3 nghe bai hat.

Sean cudi, nuét xudng miéng sandwich cudi cung, 13y tay co co vao dau
Jill, "Nghe gi thé? S& khong 1a 100 cau tiéng Puc thudng dung di?"

"Khong c6 gi." Jill dang mudn 4n stop, Sean lai chdp 1y cai may iy vé
phia minh.

"Cho t61 muon nghe mot chut, thr nay tr khi dén Baghdad t61 chua
tung dung qua."

Jill khong ngai Sean lay di, nhung & trong d6 chi c6 mot bai hat, The
end of the world.

Bai hat ma Vincent thich nhat.
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Chuwong 36

"Chi co.......... Chi c6 mot ca khuc nay thoi sao?" Sean nhin vé phia Jill,
d3 1au 1am roi anh chua nghe bai hat nay, ngoai trir mot 1an tu minh ngdm
nga khi ngoi trong xe cach day khong lau.

"Ca khuc yéu nhat, chi can c6 mot bai 1a da roi." Jill sira sang lai mil.

Hawkins mo cira xe ngdi vao.

Xe chay ra khoi doanh dia.

Nhiém vu cua ho la danh gia mot vu no.

4h sang nay, tai mot khu nha ba ting phia Bic ndi thanh di phat no.
Tiéu t6 cta ho lam nhiém vy danh gia xem vu nd nay la mot cudc tap kich
tir sat hay trude d6 chon gidu bom rdi tir xa kip no.

Bon ho di dén muc tiéu, trong khong khi tran ngdp mui chay khét. Tiéng
truc thanh phanh phach truyén dén tir trén dau, ho dang van chuyén ngudi
bi thuong. Con c6 my chiéc 6 t6 bi nd tung, tuy rang lira di tat nhung khoéi

van con mu mit, hoi ndng van con phang phat nhu lic méi phat no6.

Mot ngudi phu nit quy trén mat dat khoc 16, trude mit ¢ ta 1a mot thi
thé bi nd khong con tron ven.

Nhitng ngudi dan thudng bi thuong dugc ning sang mot bén, huyét
nhuc mo ho.

Sean quay mit qua chd khac, "Bon ho khong mudn chién tranh, lai bi
giam him ¢ trong chién tranh."
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Jill cudi cudi cham choc: "Chiing ta cling thé thoi."

Khuén mit Hawkins van tram tinh, y dua mat xem xét bon phia, roi di
vong quanh khu nha da khong con nguyén hinh dang mdt vong.

Van dang c6 binh linh ra sttc ddo thi thé tir trong khbi dat da do nat.

"Cho du 1a tap kich tu sat, thi thé ctia hung tha ciing khong thé tim thay
dugc." Jill nhiu may.

Hawkins cham rdi tréo 1én trén dong phé tich, dung thang tua ho dang
tim thir gi.

Sean thay duoc sy suy tu trong mat y. Anh cling di vé phia d6, ding bén
canh Hawkins.

Ba&i vi khi Hawkins mgt minh dirng ¢ noi d6 nhu vay, c6 vé cung moi
nguoi xung quanh déu bat dong, y tu do dung ngoai noi day khoi bui, roi lai
phai tim dép an & trong thé gisi do.

Co doc roi lai bat kha xam pham.

Sau d6 y lai cham rdi di xuéng, nhung lac nay ddy, y nam lay tay Sean.

Boi vi bon ho dang tréo xubng khoi dong do nat 16m chom, nam tay
nhau nhu thé lai c6 vé thuc duong nhién.

Hawkins van di, bén canh 13 vach tuong bi do.......... Cay cdi.......... va
mat dat.

"Tro1 a, vu nod van lién tuc téi tan noi nay." Jill lac dau.
"Cai nay c6 nghia, day 1a do nguoi tur xa di€u khién. Bom ty sat gan trén

co thé nguoi rat it khi ¢6 uy lyc 16n nhu vay." Sean nhin Hawkins.
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"Nhu vay gia thiét day 1a mot qua bom duoc diéu khién tir xa, nhu vay
cai tén dung ngoai nhin xem ching ta thu don tan cuc s& lam thé nao?" Jill
nheo mat lai, nhin quanh bbn phia. Khi anh ta nhin cham cham mat cai ngd
nho thi Hawkins d3 di qua d6 roi.

"Qua that 1a mot dia diém an than tuyét hao." Sean nga sung, di theo
phia sau Hawkins, "Luc vu nd xdy ra 1a truéc bon gio sang, troi con toi.
Trén & noi d6 khong ai thdy duoc, nhung hung tha lai c6 thé thuong thic
dién bién vu nd. Hon nita, d6 cling la con duong chay tron rat thuan tién,

strc nO cuia bom cling rat kho cé thé lan dén."

Jill n6i: "To61 lai hi vong bon ho da ro1 di. Cung bon ho giao chién u?
T6i khong hé c6 hung thi."

Bon ho dén day lic nay chi 1 vi xdc nhan tir trong ngd nho co thé thiy
bom nd manh.

Sean cung Jill ghim sting dé phong phia sau Hawkins, ma Hawkins nhin
vé phia toa nha, chan budc lui vé phia con ngd, khi toi mot khuc ré, y

ngung lai. O cho nay khong con thay vu no nita.

Sean ngd nghiéng nhin vao khuc quanh, trén mat dat loang 16 vét mau,
nhin thiy ghé ngudi.

"Oh, gosh!" Anh m¢ to mat, ho hép nghen lai trong xoang miii.
Jill va Hawkins cing nhau nhin vé phia do.
Jill nham mat lai, 14y tay dé 1én mat minh.

Hawkins di dén kéo Sean lai sau lung minh.
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Mot linh M¥ ngdi tua vao vach tuwong, dau ra xudng, mil giap léch qua
mot bén.

Quan phuc ]am lem bui dat, xem ra anh ta da truc dién giao thu vo1 phan
quan, nhung sing va dan duoc déu bi cudp di roi.

Hai tay anh ta buong thong doc bén suon, suy sut vo luc.

Maiu chay ra tr nguc thuyét minh anh ta da bi mot vién vién dan xuyén
qua nguc, ma trén vai con dau vét cuia dao trat qua.

"Ching ta phai dua anh ta tro v&." Sean thé dai mot hoi, day ciing
khong phai 13 1an dau tién anh thiy chién hitu ngd xudng, rat nhiéu nguoi
anh khong biét tén, khong cung udng bia lan ndo, chi nhin quen mat ma
thoi.

Ma nguoi trude mat nay, Sean cam thay anh ta con tré lam.

Jill chuan bi di dén gan, dang mudn khiéng thi thé 1én, bong nhién
ngung lai, "Hey, Hawkins!"

Sean cling cha y téi trén bung cua nguoi linh kia tya hd van c6 mau ri
ra.

Hawkins cung Jill chdm rdi cdi bo y phuc ctia ngudi linh xau sb, bung
anh ta da uot sling mau, c6 mat vét dao dai khoang 20 c¢cm, bi mot soi day

th6 mau den khau lai.

Hung thu chang nhitng giét anh ta ma con nhét thudc nd vao trong thi
thé ctia anh ta.

Luc nay, Sean da nhin théy khu6én mat nguoi kia, "La cau ta?"

"Cau quen ngudi nay?" Jill ngang dau hoi.
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"Khoéng tinh quen.......... Khi t6i dén ddi tang thiét giap tim David - em
trai ctia Jack - nguoi nay da noi cho toi biét sé phong cua David.......... Anh
ta han 1a dong d6i ctia David.......... " (David chinh 1a binh si timg bi Thuong
iy Ogilvy xdm pham). Sean hon hén tho.

Néu vira rdi khong nho Jill du canh giac, néu that sy dem thi thé nang
Ién, d& ép dén bung, ba ngudi bon ho han phai bi bom nd chét khong nghi
ngo.

"Néu theo trinh tir thong thudng, ching ta han phai kip nd n.......... " Jill
nhiu may, "C6 diéu ching ta nhitng doi vién cua tiéu to ‘Ké dién

on

Hawkins’.

Hawkins khong néi gi, lang ling deo ging tay, cam kéo, cat nhiing soi
day khau chang chit trén vét thuong, sau d6 cham rai khéu mo, ban tay mo
vao trong, can than tim kiém.

Jill cting Sean duong nhu ngirng ho hap.

Sean nghe thay mot tran am thanh cta noi tang bi nhao 16n, c6 nhin
xudng cam giac mudn ndn mua.

Biéu tinh cua Hawkins thiy chung nhu mdt, gibng nhu y dang hoan
thanh mot hang muc coéng tic ma thoi. Nhung Sean biét, qua bom nay la
dién hinh cho phan quan c6 vii trang cai dit, tuyét doi khong phai la
Montero, y hoan toan c6 thé 1ap tic kip n6, nhung y lai lya chon thao dg,
bai vi Sean nhan thirc nguoi chét.

Bom bi lay ra, Hawkins tim gidy niém phong che lai vét mo dé tranh noi
tang chay ra.

"Hién tai ching ta c6 thé dan anh chang nay vé nha." Hawkins di vé
phia ngoai con ngd. (Y anh 1a dua thi thé nguoi linh nay trd vé My.)
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Sean cung Jill tién 1én, nang thi thé ra ngoai, giao cho ddi linh tinh
nguyén dang lam cong tac rua sach hién truong.

"Noi nay khong con chuyén cua chung ta." Hawkins nang cam, y nhac
dén chiéc Hummer.

Ba nguoi ngéi trén xe, hién tai mai 1la 10h30° sang ma thoi, bon ho con
phai tiép tuc hoan thanh cong tac tuan tra.

Bon ho gip d6i tang thiét giap gap nhau & khu phd trung tdm, c6 ngudi
ngéi ¢ dinh xe hudng vé phia bon ho ngoéc ngoéc, than kinh Sean run 1én,

do 1a David.

"Hey —— Sean! That lau khong cung nhau ubng bia ! Nghe néi con
hon mot thang nita 13 anh c6 thé di tro vé?"

Sean gat gat dau, ngoai miéng dung hét strc dé nd dugc mot nu cuoi.

"Cho anh! Me cua Jack giri cho tdi day!" David dem mot thanh
chocolate ném qua ctra xe cho Sean.

"Cam on!" Sean vay vay tay, hai xe chay vé hai huéng nguoc chiéu
nhau.

Gitta trua, bon ho c6 thé trd vé doanh dia .

Mit troi Baghdad chéi chang chiéu xa xudng ca chiéc Hummer déu
nhanh phai boc chay 1én, Sean ra m6 hoi day nguoi, Jill ngdi mot bén, ly ra
mot chiée khin tay, giup Sean lau di mo hoi trén ¢6 va tran.

"Cam on."

"Khong c6 gi." Jill binh than tiép tuc dya vao cira kinh xe.
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Ngdi & ghé sau, Hawkins siét chit ban tay, noi d6 ciing nim mét chiéc
khan tay.

Xe chay tro vé doanh dia.

Sean vira moi di ra khoi xe, bong nhién c6 mdt bong ngudi hoang dén
phia sau anh, Sean vira dinh ha thap than thé quay dau lai phan kich, khong
nghi t6i dong tac dau tién cua d6i phuong chinh 1a dé lai gay anh, dong tac
ké tiép chinh 1a ché try tay khuyu tay anh.

"Ai!" Loai cong kich troi chay thuan thuc lai luén ngoai ¥ liéu nay rét
gidng mot nguoi.

béi phuong bdong nhién gat manh chan, Sean ngd trén mét dat, dung tay
trai mién cudng chong dugc than minh, ma cai tén & phia sau kia quy gbi de
nang trén lung anh, khién Sean khong thé dong day. (Cai chiéu nay cong
thém may phat so mong nira thi con c6 thé 12 ai vao day nira!!! ~0")

Tat ca chi phat sinh trong vong 3s dong ho.

"Ha than thu cta cau d3 kém di nhiéu, xem ra EOD thuc nhan

nha." Tiéng ndi rat thuan hau va chira vé tréu cot.

Sean ngay ngan ca ngudi, "Andrew?"
Luc nay Hawkins cung Jill cling di to1 cua.

Jill nghiéng dau theo ddi tinh thé phat trién, thuc rd rang dbi phuong
han phai quen biét Sean.

Ma khi khong ai cha y dén, anh mat Hawkins trAm xudng, 1am cho
nguoi ta cd chut phat lanh.
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Ban tay Andrew v vO 1én mong Sean (biét ngay ma, ~0"), anh ta dung
am di¢u nga ngdn nodi: "Babe, cung cd nhan thua khong?"

Sean tho dai mot hoi, "Andrew, anh biét toi ghét nhat bi gidn kiéu nay."

"Vay cdu han phai khong khinh dich dén thé!" Andrew nghiéng sang
mot bén, dé cho Sean dung lén.

Sean bong nhién mot quyén thdc huéng mit Andrew, co thé tuy rang
che gidu dudi quan phuc, nhung toc do kia 1a kinh nguoi, ngay khi moi
ngudi nghi dén mot quyén nay han s& danh 1én mat Andrew, tén kia thé
nhung né dugc, nhung anh ta khong nghi td1, muc dich chan chinh ctia Sean
la.......... mot cai nhac chan thiéu chat nita thuc gdi danh 1én “thang nho”
cua anh ta!

Nhung Sean tram triéu khong ngd 13, Andrew thé nhung hai chan mot
kep, dem chan trai cua Sean kep 14y .

Khuoén mat da tinh goi cam noi 1én nép nhan déy thanh thuc khi cuoi,

"A, Sean cau tiép don ban cii cia minh bang cach nay do sao?"

"Noi thuc ra, phuong phap chao héi cua anh ciing khong kha thé nao!"
Sean lui lai, rd rang nga vé phia sau, dung mot chan kia da vé phia Andrew,
1ot cuc dat duoc tu do.

"Anh t6i khi ndo?" Sean ding nam tay nhe nhang ddm vao nguc
Andrew, d6i phuong cling thyc ty nhién ma dem canh tay dap 1én vai anh,
"Bém qua. To1 hoi tham that lau, ¢ doi1 tang thiét giap con co trinh sat doanh
udng vai chai bia méi nghe dugc tin tic vé cdu. Con tudng cau chang 1& da
die dau!" Andrew ludt mét nhin qua Hawkins cung Jill dtmg ¢ cach d6
khong xa dang nhin ho, "Khong gi61 thi¢u mot chut?"
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Chwong 37

Luc nay Sean mdi nhé ra, chi Jill néi: "Pay 1a k¥ thuat binh cua d6i, dén

tor khong quan can ctr T25, thac si chi can c6 thé séng roi di Baghdad,

tién d6 vo luong!"

"Vay con vi nay?" Andrew nhin vé phia Hawkins, anh ta ¢ thé cam
nhan dugce tir vé tram tinh cta ddi phuong mot loai sttc manh tran ngap cam
giac thon tinh, nhung tinh tio lai thi duong nhu chi 1a mot loai lanh lung ma
thoi. "Nguoi nay a, " Mdi Sean cong thanh mdt hinh cung, "Thiéu Gy
Hawkins, ké dién Hawkins, t0 truong ctia chung toi, ca doi da thao d vo sd

"

bom.
"A?" Andrew t6 vé nghién ngim.

Sean nhin vé phia Hawkins, "Biét bom trudc khi nd manh moi thi déu
im lang khong?"

"D§ 14 tat nhién."

"Howard Hawkins cling vay, " Sean vO nhe vai Andrew, c6 mot chut
giong nhu khoe ra, "Thuan tién n6i mot cau, ky thuat can chién cua
Hawkins cling rat lgi hai, hai nguo1 ¢6 thé do strc mot chut."

"Nghe 101 cau, cdu c6 vé rat muon t61 dén gido huan Hawkins mot
chut?" Andrew dung ban tay an gdy Sean mgt cai.

"Sai r6i, t6i von mudn Hawkins gido huan anh." Sean thuc khuyu tay
vao nguoi anh ta, "Pay 13 Trung si Andrew Fisher, chién hitu ctia t6i khi t6i
con & doi dac chung, co diéu khong cung mot cép bac, lac huan luyén bi tén
nay hanh ha thyc tham. Khi t6i dén EOD, nguoi nay bi diéu di doi tién
tram."
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"Stra chita mot chut, Sean, hién tai t61 la Thi€u uy ." Andrew nd nu
cuoi. (Ganh cap bac nha! ")

"Xem ra di dén ddi tién tram tai nang cua anh ot cude duoc thi trién,
khong gidng t6i. Lic nay day trd vé nudce nhiéu lim ciing chi duoc thing
1én dén thuong si hodc 13 chuan uy, trir phi hi sinh cho T6 qubc phu thém
quéc ky, néu khong quan ham thiéu ay doi nay khong chimg vo vong ."

"No6i bay ba gi d6!" Jill c6 chut budn cudi.

"Nhu vay, Jill, Hawkins, khong ngai t61 mugn Sean di mdt luc? Chung
t6i di ubng bia, nghe noéi lich budi chiéu ciia cac anh con tréng!" Andrew cd
chat hung phan, "Hay 14 cic anh ciing dén?"

"Quén d1, nghe cac anh né1 may chuyén ¢ doi dac ching cua cac anh toi
s€ chan chét mat!" Jill xua tay.

Hawkins khong noi gi, Sean xem nhu y dong y, vi thé lién nodi tieng hen
gap lai r61 cung Andrew di roi.

Jill nhin thoang qua Hawkins, "Khi anh chang d6 nhin thiy Sean, anh
maét cta anh ta cling 4nh mat anh nhin Sean.......... c6 chut gidng." No6i xong,
anh ta lién dut tay vao tii quan mo ra MP3, lap tai nghe 1én, roi khoi. (Pon
hiém nha! ==

Andrew cuing Sean di vao nha an, 14y mot ta bia, sau gio an trua, nha an
khong may déng dao, hai ngudi co hd cung lic bay ra dong tac kia: mot
chan dat trén ghé, nghiéng nguoi ngdi, mot ban tay khoac 1én dau gbi
thuong, tay kia thi tho ra cam bia.

Sau d6 hai nguoi sung sot, ha ha cuoi.

"Baghdad 14 tot khong?" Andrew hoi.
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"V me moi 1a noi tét nhat trén doi." Sean dem miéng chai bia dap
manh lén canh ban, nép chai bat ra, roi 1én mit dat. "Anh thé nao? Méy
ngay nay di chd tot nao?"

"Lap lai cong tac vo thanh vo tirc bé gy c6 mot ai d6 trong vong nira
giay dé)ng hd, mot phat bén ra phai giét dugce muc ti€u ngoai hai tram mét,
an nupps ¢ ban gidy trong vong phai ninh doan mét nguoi dich c6 hon nira
khong phét ra 4m thanh, mot thuong danh ra di mudn chét trung hai traim
thude bén ngoai dich muc tiéu, an nip & cai noi con me nd ngay ca quan 4o
déu co thé bi mit troi thidu chay dé doi mot muc tiéu c6 thé ca doi khong
bao gio xuit hién.......... " Andrew ldy tay chai chai toc, "Céu thé nao?"

"An, " Sean néc mot ntra chai vao bung, "Pem mdi nguoi tudng tuong
thanh bom, tim dugc bom, kinh hon tang dam nhin théy Hawkins g& bom,

hoac 1a phanh nghe bom n6 manh. Ciing 14 cudc sdng ctia anh nghe c6

vé da dang!"

Sau d6 hai nguoi cang tan giu cang hing say, thang dén vo chai déu co
thé xép thanh mot birc tuong.

"To61 khong uong dugc nita roi, Andrew.......... Sang mai t61 c6 cong
"Puogc 101, to1 dua cau trd vé phong." Andrew di sang bén kia nang Sean
1én.

Ma Sean day anh ta mot cai, nd nu cuoi, "Thoi di, chinh anh déu nga
trai nga phai con muodn giup t61?"

Andrew né nu cuoi, khoée mét dudi 16ng may déu 1a thanh thyuc y nhi,
"RO rang chinh cau dang lung lay, Trung si Elvis ."
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"Vay sao?" Sean chdp mat vai cai, Andrew nhao bang mdt tiéng, nang
Sean Ién, "Cau & phong nao?"

"Ky tic X4 s6 2.......... 204.......... Khéng dtng, han 1a 1a ky tac xa sb 8
.......... 810........."

"Sean, no1 10 xem rot cudc la ky tac x4 so 2 hay la ky tic xa so 8, bang
khong t61 s€ vac cau vé phong cua t61." Andrew khiéng Sean, c6 chut bat
dac di.

"Veé phong anh lam gi?" Sean ngtra dau, ti€u cy khong ro.

"Lam rat nhiéu chuyén." Am thanh cia Andrew hoi ép xuong, vé tuoi
cuo1 bong nhién tram tinh xuodng dudi.

"Chuyén gi?" Dang vé ngay ngoc ty hoi cuia Sean c6 vé ngoc lang ma
dang yeéu.

Andrew cui dau, mo61 co hd cham 1€n mat anh, "Chang han nhu..........
Lam tinh."

Sean nuot nudt nudc miéng, lac dau nguiy ngudy: "T61 van la

"

nén.......... quay v€ phong cua minh di..........

"Vay noi cho toi biét, phong ciia cau rdt cude 1a & ky tac xa s6 2 hay 1a
ky tac x4 s6 82"

"Ky tic x4 s6 8.......... 810.......... Chinh 13 ky tic x4 s6 8.......... " Sean git
gao nhin cham chim mat dat, dung ngit khi vo6 cing nghiém nghi noi.

(Pang yéu chét! >o0<)

Andrew cudi khé mot tiéng, mang Sean di t6i phong 810, lay chia khoa
trén nguoi Sean, chuyén qua chuyén lai trong 6 khoa ca nira ngay, thé nao
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cling khong md ndi! Andrew nhin vé phia Sean luc ndy di ling im tuyét
d6i, "Pay la phong ctia cau?"

Cira m&, Hawkins dung ¢ noi d6, Andrew ngang dau 1én, vai phan kinh
ngac, "Thiéu uy Hawkins, ddy 1a phong ctia anh?"

"Pung vay, day la phong t61." Hawkins di xuéng dudi bac tam cép, nhan
lay Sean tir tay Andrew.

Andrew so mii: "T61 ¢6 thé dua cau ta quay ve ky tic x4."

"Khong can, doi khi cau ta cling s€ ngu cung t6i." Hawkins ludn tay qua
dudi nach Sean, dé cam anh tya vao vai minh.

"Cai gi?" Andrew hoi cuoi, "Giuong don cua ky tuc x4 ngu hai nguoi
thuc kho chiu di?"

"Cam on anh da quan tam." Hawkins lui ra phia sau tung budc, ctra
dong.

Ngoai ctra, Andrew nhiu may.

Hawkins tha Sean 1én giuvong minh, sau d6 dung thang & bén giudng:
"Mubn 6i?"

Sean mo mdt mat, mo ho nhan ra bong dang Hawkins, sau do6 lac lac
dau.

"Hawkins.......... To61 c6 mdt van d€ muodn hoi anh.......... " Sean nang
nang tay.

"Cai gi?" Hawkins ng61 xudng, ngon tay nhe nhang vuot ve go ma Sean.
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Nhiu nhiu may, Sean tré minh lai, nhin vé phia y: "Téi.......... Khong nhé

X Nn
.

10

"Vay khoan dung hoi. Cau ¢ lai bén canh toi 1a tot r61." Hawkins cti
dau, moi hon 1€n mi mat Sean, "Purng d€ nhiing ngudi khac thay cau lau mo
hoi, cling khong dugc say ngda vao nguc nguoi dan ong nao khac, dung

"

khién t6i cang trd nén khao khat gitr chit lay cau..........

skksk

Khi Sean tinh lai vao saing hdm sau mdéi phat hién minh bi Hawkins 6m,
ma dau minh thi tua 1én nguc v.

Sao lai thé nay? Pau c6 chat dau.......... Anh thr nhéc nguol day, mot
giong no6i lanh lanh truyén dén tir phia trén.

"Hién tai 1a budi sang, cau co y dinh sat sung hoa*?" (*Khién Hép ka bi
abc, abc a ~~)

Sean ngung lai, néu anh nhé khong lam, dau gio chiéu hom nay 1a lic
bon ho di ca. Hawkins chdm rai buong anh ra, cap dui giao trién cua hai
nguoi cling tach ra.

Sean an an huy¢t thai duong, "Sao t6i lai & day?"

Hawkins dua chai nuéc khoangdén: "Andrew dua cau téi."

"A? Sao khong dua t6i vé phong t6i?"

"Vay cau phai di hdi anh ta." Hawkins phu thém 4o khodc quan phuc, co
thé hién 16 duong cong muot ma tir vai qua lung xudng dén hong.

Ma luc nay, Andrew dang cing Seo va Snipper ngdi ¢ trén bac tam cip
ky tac x4 hut thude.
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"Thi ra anh la ban cua Sean?"

"Pung vay! Phai roi, to truéng cua bon ho 1a nguoi nhu thé nao? Thoat
nhin duong nhu rat khé song chung." Andrew huych Snipper.

"Tén kia qua that khong tét & chung, bat qua ciling khong dén nbi..........
Sniper gii gii dau, "may ngay trudc ching phai Sean con 16i tén d6 dén

danh bong r6 véi ching ta sao?"

"Pung vay, c6 diéu ciling chi Sean dam di goi Hawkins dén danh bong r6
di?" Seo cling nd nu cuoi.

Ngoén tay Andrew khé dap tan thudc, "Y cac anh 13, Hawkins doi voi
nguoi khac khong may dé chiu, nhung Sean va anh ta quan hé rat 6n?"

Seo va Snipper cing gat dau, "Brother, dimg lo lang, it nhat Sean di theo
Hawkins, dén bay gio van ct con song thoi!"

Pau gid chiéu, tiéu to ctia Hawkins tiéu t6 dung gid roi khoi doanh dia.

Chang qua lan nay 1ai xe 1a Jill.

Di phuong vira nim chic tay lai, vira budn cudi nhin thdy Sean dang
lién tuc day huy¢t thai duwong, sau do léy tlr trong t0i ra keo bac ha, "An di

an di! Lan sau nh¢ rd néu co ca phai di thi ding udéng nhiéu nhu vay."

"Keo bac ha? Anh mua dugc & dau thé?" Sean boc mét vién vao miéng,
"Pay 1a loai toi thich nhat!"

Jill nghiéng dau kh& cudi, trong mét c¢6 chit cam xac chot 16e, "Day
duong nhién la loai ma cau thich nhat."
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Co diéu, cam ta Thuong Pé, hom nay nhiém vu cua bon ho khong phai
tuan tra ndi thanh ma 1a di ngoai thanh tién hanh kip no.

Thé nhung con chua té1 myc ti€u, Jill da thu dugc nhi¢m vii khan cép.
"Tiéu t6 Hawkins! Tiéu t6 Hawkins! Lap tirc chay to1 C2, 3, 6 tro giap!"

"Pay la tiéu to Hawkins, chung t6i dang trén duong chap hanh nhiém vu
kip n6!" Jill nhiu may.

"Tiéu t6 Hawkins! Lap tuc chay to1 C2, 3, 6, tro giap! Nhiém vu kip nd
s& giao cho tiéu d6i khac hoan thanh."

Jill quay dau lai thoang nhin qua Hawkins, d6i phuong gat gat dau.

"Tiéu t6 Hawkins thu duoc." No6i xong lién quay xe chay tdi muc tiéu
moi.

Xem ra d6 1a mot nhiém vu 16n, Sean hit mot hoi dé cai dau dau am i

cua minh tinh tao lén.

Chay dén ving ngoai thanh, noi nay 1a moét manh x6m nghéo, bai
vi da s6 phan quéan thuong lui toi ddy nén thudng xuyén s& cé tryc thing
clia quan My tudn tra, mot hoi kich chién ba thang trudc da lién luy khong it
binh dan, sau do lai thanh 13p khu tam tra, mot nira s6 dan cu cii da chuyén
di noi khac
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Chwong 38

Bon ho di vé phia mot khu nha cii nat, sau do théy ba nguoi linh bo doi
dic ching, Andrew ciing 1a mot trong s do.

Hai binh linh nap phia sau xe, nang sung ngim vé phia kho hang trén
tang hai, Andrew thi ngoi trén mat dat, dua vao xe ht thudc.

Sean biét, & noi nao d6 han con c6 tay sung ban tia.
Cang quy di la, truéc ctra kho hang, mdt nguoi linh by do1 dac chung
van duy tri tu thé chan d4 vao trén cira, than sic nghiém trong, mot ngudi

khac ghim sung dé phong & bén canh anh ta.

Sean di dén trudc mat Andrew, 1ay diéu thudc trong tay anh ta dat lén
mo1 minh hut mot hoi.

Andrew cudi nhao moét tiéng: "Nhu vay c6 duoc tinh 13 gian tiép hon
moi khong?"

"Pi hon moéng Bil Laden di!" Sean nang cam 1én, "Sao lai thé nay?"
"Nhiém vu cua tiéu doi chung t61 la thanh toan ct diém nay cua phan
quan, sau khi chiing t6i mai phuc & ddy gan tam tiéng, lién phat hién ra rang

noi nay can ban khong hé c6 nguoi ra vao."

"Tur tir, mai phuc sudt tam tiéng? To61 hdm qua anh cung véi té61 uon
g
dén hon tam gio t61 di?"

"Pung vay, c¢6 di€u tdi chi uong co6 vai chai, con lai tat ca déu vao bung

cau!" Andrew lay lai diéu thudc, tiép tuc hut, "Ching t6i duoc biét khong
phat hién ra bat cir ai ¢ trén lau."

https://thuviensach.vn



"Co 1eé co téng ham hodc bon ho tranh & 1au mot?"

"Bon ho ¢6 song st phong trom, ching t6i khong thé vao theo 16i cira
50, cho nén mot ngudi anh em dang chuan bi d4 cira, nhung t6i nghe thay
thanh am khong on, voi va gifr cau ta lai."

"Anh hoai nghi c6 bom kiéu ap lyc cam tng?" Sean nhiu may, "Anh

phan g rat nhanh, binh thuong khi di da ra mot ca rat kho duy tri luc

"

dao.

Andrew vt mau thudc 14 xubng dat, "C6 thé nghi cach dem mén d6
choi kia d& xubng khong?"

"Chung t0i s& cb hét stc." Sean duing diy di vé phia Hawkins, noi lai
toan bo tinh huéng mat lan.

Bon ho di dén trudce canh ctra, Hawkins can than quan sat, khong co kip
no 10 ra ngoai cura.

"Bro, anh can phai tiép tuc nhan nai!" Sean nhin vé phia ddi phuong,
dbi phuong gt dau.

Jill thé dai: "PAy 1a loai dit thing con ¢ cach, nhung day 1a loai xoay
ngang, chung ta phai liy thir gi dé thay thé ap luc?"

Hon nita bom lai & phia bén kia cra.

"Phai pha song ctra chong trom, chung ta s€ vao theo 161 do. " Hawkins
noi.

Song sat chong trom bi thdo xudng, Hawkins luu loat tréo 1én chui vao,
sau do 1a Jill.
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Sean dang chuan bi di theo, lai bi Andrew dé¢ lai , "Céac ciu khong mdt
al mac trang phuc phong ho?"

"Bro, anh can hiéu réng néu ther d6 choi kia thuc su no, trang phuc
phong ho sé& rat vudng chan ching t6i." Noi xong, Sean ciing theo di vao,
lac chan cham dét, anh nhé dén cu minh vira néi, Troi a, xem ra anh da bi
trang doc nang tir Hawkins, cach néi cach 1am cang luc cang giéng y.

"Néu vay, to1 cling di vao voi cac cau." Andrew quay dau lai ra hiéu cho
cac doi vién cua minh, sau do cling tre¢o qua cua so.

Lau mot cé dién tich rat 16n, bo tuwong phan cach nd thanh hai gian
phong da sap, 10 ra bén kia la mot cai ban, trén mat ban con c6 chén tra
cung am dun nudc va thirc an bi rudi vo ve bay quanh.

Andrew di sang, Sean nhic nh¢ anh ta, "Pung vi to mo ma giam dap
linh tinh."

"Yén tam, to61 da khong con 1a mot dira nhé to mo tur lau ro1." Andrew di
dén phia trudc ban, s& soang cai chén, nudc bén trong da lanh ngét tur 1au.
Xem ra trudce khi ho tim dén phan quan da rat lui khoi day.

Doi thao d& bom can than di dén phia sau canh cira, qua nhién nhin thay
mot vat thé 16e anh sang xanh tiép giap giira canh ctra véi mat dat. Thiét bi
cam Ung ap luc dang bi dé xudng, chi can kh& budng long, né s& gy ra nd
manh.

Jill ngd1 x0m xudng, hip mat nhin v€ phia thiét bi, "Thur do choi nay rat
tinh xao, n6 hoan toan c6 thé dem kip nd c6 dinh & trén ctra ma khong can
phuc tap dén can thiét bi ap luc cam ung."

"To6i dam cé 13 sau khi thao d& qua bom nay, chung ta s& thdy tén cua

Montero." Sean chac ludi mot tiéng, "Pay 1a dot “thi lai” ma han cung cip
cho anh sau khi anh bé d& vu thio d& bom banh 14i 14n trudc?"
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Hawkins huéng vé phia Sean thoang cudi, cho du khong ai thay. Y deo
ging tay, ldy dung cu, that can than ma phan tach thiét bi cam Gng, dong
thoi dam bao du ap luc van de 1én thiét bi kip nd, néu kip nd ban 1én, bon ho
lién xong doi.

"Ngudi anh em & bén ngoai! Anh c6 thé tha 16ng chan!" Sean hé mot
cau.

"Cac anh chac chir?"

"Khong thé chic hon!" Sean ly tay gb nhe 1én cira, ling nghe am thanh
d6i phuong roi di, sau d6 chi nhin vé phia Hawkins dang 1ay chinh minh d¢
lay kip nd. "Chiing ta nén lam cai gi v6i thir nay bay gio?"

"T6i khong thé budng tay, cac cau phai dén thdo d& nd." Hawkins tra 10i
binh tinh, nhu thé dang n6i nha t6i khong c6 thtr gi ngon dé tiép dai, cac cau
ctlr tly tién tim do gi an duoc thi dung.

Sean nhin y: "Anh néi1 sao co?"

"Pau tién, can than mé xac ngoai." Khuon mat Hawkins khong c6 biéu
tinh.

"Hawkins, ddy khong phai dang néi gion choi, hay 1a dé t6i thay anh an
thiét bi cam tng ap luc?" Jill ciing sdt rudt .

"Nhin k¥ thtr nay mot chut di, Jill, néu ciu van con cam thay lam thé an
toan hon so véi viéc cac cau ty minh thao bom thi xin mo1 dén tha!"

Sean hit mot hoi, nhin vao mat Hawkins, "Anh khong nén qua tin tuéng
vao chung t61 nhu vay."
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"t nhat 1an nay, t0i va cdu dang & cung mot chién truong." Thanh am
ciia Hawkins vimg vang bang phang, nhu thé néu can phai vinh vién d¢ 1én
thiét bi cam (mg bom, y ciing c6 thé lam khong chat suy chuyén.

bung vay, trudc day mdi mot 1an di 1am nhiém vy, anh déu chi dugc
nhin thay bong lung y.

Luc nay day, Sean rot cuc phai di lam viéc ma Hawkins van lam.

"Buoc rdi, Hawkins." Than sic cta Sean cling trAm tinh lai, anh nhin vé
phia Jill, "Chuing ta bat dau di."

"Sean.......... " Jill kinh ngac.

"Andrew, anh c6 thé di trudc." Sean quay dau ra hi¢u cho Andrew, "Hon
nita co thé di ra tir cira chinh."

Andrew nhan may lai, nu cudi rat ¢c6 nam nhan vi, "Cau lai dua? Sean,
vao lic nay cau muodn t61 bo di?"

"Anh ¢ lai day cling vo nghia."

"To1 ty ¢6 ¥y nghia cua chinh minh, Sean Elvis phai thdo bom, cho du
khi quin dic chung tién hanh dic thu huan luyén, toi cling chua timg xem
qua cdu thao d loai dd choi “cong nghé cao” ndy, noi khong chirng ca doi
chi ¢6 thé gap mot 1an."

"Andrew!" Sean bat dau tirc gian, anh biét Andrew khong mudn dé lai
anh ganh vac nguy hiém nay ma bo di, "Anh 1a mot nguoi linh! Anh phai
hiéu duoc giit hay bo!"

Andrew khong dong day ngodi ¢ gan do, tham chi con nodi: "Mubn udng

tra khong? Toi c¢o6 thé dung am dun tra cua phan quan nau cho cau mot
binh!"
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Sean con mudn noi nita, Hawkins da 1én tiéng: "Anh ta muon & lai cling
khong c6 gi nghiém trong. Sean, tdp trung vao cong vi¢c cau phai lam."

Sean gat dau, lay tai dung cu trén nguol Hawkins xudng, tim cai van vit,
mo vé ngoai qua bom, maéi chi hoi hé ra mot chut, da nghe Jill dang cam
den soi vao bén trong mang mat tieng, "Horse shit!"

C6 duong day duoc gan 1én nap hop, néu Sean nhac han nap hop roi ra
dii chi mot chit, chi so lai dong dén thiét bi kip nd.

Sean trAm trong ho hip, dem nap hop tha lai chd cil.

"S¢& khong phai tat ca nap hop déu co gan day day cha?" Andrew & cach
d6 khong xa 1én tiéng hoi, qua bom ndy thoat nhin thuc kho giai quyét,
nhung ¢ trén mat ho lai khong hé théy su su hai.

Sean liéc mat nhin anh ta: "Anh con c6 tim trang dé y that tinh té! Han
14 nén dem anh dén EOD huin luyén, sau do vut dén Baghdad hodc la Ap—
ga-ni-xtan."

"Cam on 10i dong vién, néu cau ciing c6 thé ghim sting bao vé sau lung
t61, toi s& lo lang ¥ tuong d6." Andrew lay thudc 14 trong tai 4o ra, bat dau
hat. Anh ta nhin vé phia Hawkins, tén kia dang nhin thang vé phia trudc,
noi do vira dung 1a cai tran cua Sean.

Jill quy rap trén mat dat c6 chut mét moéi, thay doi mot ban tay gio dén
pin, "Toi biét Montero 14 thang dién, cho dui han cam thay chinh minh la
ngh¢ thuat gia.......... Nhung hian khong phai quy, hin chic chan phai dé lai
mot k& ho."

No6i cach khac, trong s6 6 mit cua hop, ngoai trr mot mat dang bi
Hawkins 4n xudng, nhat dinh phai c6 mot mat khac khong néi diy dan.
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Sean khé nudt nude miéng, "Buoc rdi, ching ta lai thir mot lan. Jill, anh
thich mat nao day?"

"Mat nay.......... T6i soi dén pin vao nd khong can qua moi tay."

"Duoc roi."

Nhung khién nguoi ta that vong chinh 13, co hd mdi mot mat déu phat
hién day dan, chi con lai mat phia dudi cung, nhung vi Hawkins d¢ 1én thiét
bi cam Ung, mot mat kia bi dat trén mat dat, néu mudn ma né ra, nhat dinh
phai dem ca qua bom dao nguoc lai, ma chang nhimg Hawkins phai tiép tuc

nang qua bom, con phai ¢ ngudi phu trach giy ap luc 1én mat ddi dién.

"Lay Cha, Con* va céac thanh than.......... " Jill h6 mdt hot. (*Pirc thanh
Cha, Dtrc thanh Con)

Sean nhin vao mat Hawkins: "Anh chuan bi sdn sang?"
Y gat dau.

"Puoc roi, Sean.......... Cau cung Hawkins an y hon, t61 s€ phu trach mo
ra mat cuoi cung nay." Jill nhan lay cai tua-vit tur trong tay anh.

Sean nhin vé phia Hawkins, y lai gat dau.

"T61 han anh tin tuéng to1 nhu vay." Sean nhdm mat lai, diéu chinh lai
h6 hap, sau d6 6m lay than bom. Hai ngudi van duy tri khi luc, Jill 13y tay
hoi nang, hét thay thuc thong tha thong tha, néu chi c6 mot chut khong can

than, thiét bi cam tmg 4p luc ban 1én, hét thay lién déu xong doi .

Sean khong dam ho hap, hai tay dung sttc bao tri vitng vang, trong tiéng
hit thé cang thang ctia moi ngudi, qua bom rdt cuc dao nguoc lai.
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"Chi mong Thuong Dé chiéu ¢6 ching ta!" Jill nubt khan.
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Chwong 39

"Hién tai cam ta Thugong Pé con qua som." Andrew cling dui thudc 14
di, "Pong tac cua cdu tot nhat phai nhanh, tu thé nay duy tri khong duogc
bao lau."

Baoi vi tur g10 tré d1, Hawkins s€ bat dau moi1 mét, sau vai pht nira tay sé
bat dau run ray.

Jill nhit cai tua-vit, chdm rdi m& dinh ¢, dem nép hop xdc¢ 1én mot chit,
Andrew d3 di t61i, 14y cai dén pin ra khoi tai Jill, soi sang.

"T6i khong thdy ddy dan bam vao nap hop."

Andrew vira n61 vay, Jill li€én g& han nap hop ra, cudi cung bon ho ciing
nhin thay cau tao bén trong.

"Mach song song, chi cAn mét qua pin khong cé dién sé& kich nd." Sean
cau may lai, vi phai dung strc dé phan than hop, thanh 4m cua anh ciing hoi
phat run.

Hawkins suy nghi trong chdc 1at, "Thir xem c6 thé v& so dd mach dién
ra trudc roi hdy tinh tiép!"

Jill 14y cai nhip, tinh té 1an theo méi mot duong day, sau d6 liy but danh
d4u vé lai so dd mach dién 1én tuong.

"Nhin c6 vé kho, soi day dan nay khéng ché kip nd, nhung né lai duoc
nbi lién voi dudng day s6 2. Gia nhu thir dd choi nay khong c6 bd phan cam
rmg moi viéc s& dé dang hon." Jill gay mong tay cai, Sean biét mdi khi Jill
bon chon, anh ta s& lam dong tac do.
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"Vay van dé€ cua chiung ta nam & bg phan cam tng va kip n6." Sean noi.
"Nhung ¢ day c6 dén hai day dan nguon!"

"Nhung chi can chung ta mudn, nd s€ bién thanh mdgt!" Sean nhin vao
mat Jill.

Do6i phuong hoi nghi hoic, sau d6 chot mé to hai mat, trong mét anh ta
nhu c¢6 anh Itra nho 16e ra.

"Pung vy, chiing ta ciing c6 thé xau chudi hai day dan nguodn nay lai."
"Bay mdi 1a Thac si cua T25." Sean nd nu cuoi, "Please, cac anh cé thé
hanh dong nhanh mot chut khong, t61 va Hawkins cling khong phai si€u

nhan!"

"Hai nguoi kién tri mot chut, t6i di tim mot vai tha!" Jill vo vai Andrew,
"Pé v bon ho!"

Nhét thoi, ca thé gidi déu an tinh lai.
Chi c6 tiéng hit thé ddy nhin nai ciia Sean cing Hawkins.

Andrew cuo1 khé, "Hai nguoi cac cau khién t61 nghi dén chim cénh cut
Hoang de."

Sean khong quay dau lai, "A, tai sao?"

"Chim canh cut céi dé ra tring, sau dé phai dung chan d& qua tring do
dén mu ban chan cua chim canh cut duc, sau d6 bat dau 4p trimg. Nhung
néu chi so say mot chat thoi, qua trang 1in xudng khoi mu ban chan, tat ca
déu xong roi!" Andrew nhin vé phia khuén mit nghiéng ciia Sean, trong
anh mat bao ham th&r cam xuc phurc tap khong ai biét.
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"Sao t6i chua bao gid biét anh ciing xem phim phéng sy nhi?" M hoi
lan xubng doc theo thai duwong Sean, theo hai mé chay toi cam.

Hawkins nhin thdy méi Sean dang run run.
"Nhan nai, Sean. Chung ta nhat dinh song sot." Trén mit Hawkins ciing
ngung tu mod hoi, nhung anh mét y van ludn trdm 6n, anh mét dy dimg lai

trong mat Sean, tua hd mai mai khong thay doi.

"Tim dugc roi, chung ta thir thtr nay xem!" Jill mang theo mot doan day
dién nho, nhay qua vach tuong d6, chay dén trudc mit ba nguoi.

Anh ta léy nhip va kéo, thuan thuc cit mo 16p nhya boc ngoai nhiing so¢1
day, sau d6 noi hai day dan nguon cta qua bom lai.

"Toi nghi can phai cam on phong thi nghiém d rén ra cho anh dugc
mot do1 xao thu! " Sean thd ra mot hoi.

Jill cti dau, khoe mi¢ng mang theo mot chut y cuoi, chi tiéc & gbc do do
Sean khong nhin théy, "Tét, hién tai chung ta chi can phan tach thiét bi cam

g khoi kip nd."

Jill dua luc cha y tré lai qua bom, cai nhip chop dong, tua nhu con dao
mo trén tay mot bac si phiu thuat.

Sau d6, "Lop bop" mot tiéng, tiéng ho hap cung tiéng tim dap ctia moi
ngudi dimg lai cuing mot chd.

"Tha long! Tha long!" Jill that can than 161 mot vat nho ra khoi déng day
dién, "Kip nd."

Sean git gao nhin chdm chim moén d6 nho xiu kia: "Ching t6i c6 thé
budng tay .......... bung khong?"
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Ngay khi d6, Hawkins thu tay lai, sau d6 cham réi 1dy qua bom ra khoi
ban tay Sean, "Pung viy, hét thay déu da xong."

Ban tay cua Sean twa hd da cing lai ¢ tu thé cii, Hawkins cam lay
nhirg ngoén tay anh, cham réi gitp né tha 1ong, sau d6 6m 1ay anh, "Khéng

co viée gi , Sean. Chung ta di ra ngoai."

Jill li€c nhin bon ho mdt cai, m¢ ctra ra, anh sang chicu vao lam cho
nguoi ta nhat thot khong mé duge mat.

O vira quay dau lai, anh nang trua dimg & trén dau vai Hawkins va Sean,
bui nhay mua xung quanh, Jill cm thdy mot phat ay hinh anh dep dén murc
choc mét anh dau.

Ma Andrew c6 chut dam chiéu nhin bon ho.

Bén nguoi luc tuc tro ra.

Ngoai trir Andrew, ba nguo1 con lai trén nguot déu 1a mo hoi lanh.

Andrew di vé phia tiéu d6i ciia minh, ma Sean thi con hudéng sang phia
anh ta vay vay tay: "Hey! Tin t5i di hém nay dang dé anh dn muing!"

"T61 khong con ddm cung cau udng bia nira!" Andrew nhich moéi cuoi.

"Tai sao?" Sean nhun vai, "Cac anh lai ¢6 nhiém vu bi mat?"

"Khong. Ngay hom qua sau khi cau uong say, cau da khién t61 thuc
thuong tam!" Cau phia sau, Andrew noi rat nhe, chi c6 chinh anh ta nghe

thay.

"Cai gi —" Sean mudn dén gan anh ta, lai bi Hawkins nam chat lai.
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"Lén xe." Thanh am cua y c6 chuat lanh nhu bang, cung véi cai 6m lic
nady do am khac nhau mot tro1 mot vuc.

Sean lai nhin vé phia Andrew, d6i phuong tho tay ra khéi ctra kinh xe

huéng anh vay vay, "Bye, Sean chung t6i con phai di hoi hop véi ticu

do1 cua minh!"
Ma Sean ba nguo1i da co thé trd vé doanh dia .

"Hién tai méi 13 hai gid chiéu, dy 13 1an dau tién chung ta két thuc cong
viéc som nhu vay." Jill vira 1ai xe vira cudi noi, "Chung ta chi & lai chd kia
c6 hon mot gio dong hod thoi, vi sao toi cam thiy thoi gian tréi qua da dai
hon mot thé ky."

Sean vudt vuot canh tay minh, "Aha, nghe anh néi nhu viy, t6i bong
cam thay minh da gia r61."

"MOot 14t nita nhat dinh phai mua it bia vé chiic mung!" Jill hung phan
bop coi gifta con dudng vang tanh.

Sean ubn udn that lung, "A, hdm nay that su qua mao hiém ——
Hawkins, d3 bao gio anh gip truong hop ndo phién toai hon thé nay chua?"

"Roi." Hawkins than nhién dap.

Sean c6 chut khong biét phai ndi gi ma nhin dinh xe, Jill thd mot tay ra
day anh, "Pung bao gio mong nghe dugc tir miéng Hawkins mot 10i khién
cau thu thai. Anh ta chi biét 1anh nghi€ém mat choc thung sy chd mong cua

cau!"

Tré ve€, bon ho lay phong Hawkins lam dia diém mé “tiéc” chuc murng,
tuy rang duong sy doi voi su lua chon nay khong may m§ man.
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Sean cung Jill mdi ngudi khiéng mot thung bia, dit 1én mit ban lam viéc
chinh t& ngan nap.

Hawkins tya ho cling khong mudn tham du, chi yén ling ngdi ¢ trén
giuong.

Sean c6 chut that vong nhin y: "Come on! Tdi cung Jill con tinh 1am
mot tran d4u bia! Phai dem tat ca chd bia ndy uéng sach méi dang choi!"

Jill truc tiép ném mot chai cho Sean, "Quén di, dé anh ta ngéi xem hai
chung ta choi la duge!"

No6i xong, Sean cling cho anh ta mdt tiéng cuoi sang khodi, hai nguoi
x6c chai bia that manh, sau d6 md nap, bot bia lién phun trao.

"A, Sean “thang nhoc” cua cdu twa ho phun khong xa bang cia
t61!" Jill vung chai bia 1€n, bot bia lap tirc phun udt 4o so mi cia Sean.

"Toi cho anh biét thé ndo m&i goi 1 hing hai!" Sean lay tay dé miéng
chai, xoc chai that manh mot hoi, sau d6 budng long tay, huéng miéng chai
vé phia Jill bat manh, mat mdi Jill 1ap t&rc tran ngdp bot bia, "Ha ha
anh bj t6i ‘nhan ban’* a!" (* Mot ‘thuat nglt’, chi viéc ma a1 - cling - biét -

1a - gi - dy, ta khong dich ra nira! == Sean, dai miéng r6i cung!)

Jill con dang thuc phan han vudt bot bia bam dﬁy trén toc, Sean cam
thay minh bi nguoi tim 1ay phia sau lung, nga ngdi trén mép giudng, co tay
bi bop chit lai, nghiéng dau di, anh bat gip mot doi mat uat gian.

"Cau dang lam cai gi!" Thanh 4m cta y bi d¢ xudng cuc tram, dudng
nhu ciing d¢ nang 1én day than kinh cta ngudi nghe, khién trai tim nguoi ta

cling tram xuong.

Sean giét co tay ra, d6i phuong lai tam chit khong chit st mé.
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"Co van dé gi dau, day chi la n61 gion thoi!" Sean nhiu may, c6 chut bat
dac di nhin vé phia Jill dang 161 40 1€n lau mat, "Anh dé ¥ viéc to1 vira noi
dua sao?"

"A " Jill liéc cai coi thuong, "Toi qua that khong ngai cdu dung bia
“ nhan ban ’ t6i. Hawkins, hom nay ching ta tim dugc dudng séng trong
chd chét, chang 1& khong nén thoai mai chuc mimg mot chit sao?"

Ban tay Hawkins van khong budng, ngon tay y dan vao khe hé giira
nhiing ngon tay Sean.

Tam tinh von c6 chit hon gian cua Sean dan dan binh phuc lai, anh nhin
vé phia Hawkins, n& nu cudi: "Hawkins, cing nhau udng chut bia di! Bia la
thtr thuc c6 thé lam cho tdm tinh nguoi ta sung sudng!"

"Pdi t6i ma ndi thi khong phai." Hawkins rdt cuc roi khoi cai giuong
ciia y, nhidc mot chai bia, gd manh phan nip chai 1én canh ban. Nguoi
thuong lam dong tac d6 gdy cam giac hao sang khoan khoai, ma Hawkins
1am lai ¢6 vé noi liém ma tao nha.

Jill nhudng may véi Sean, bon ho timg thim ban luan véi nhau, néu co
thé qua chén Hawkins, sau d6 chup anh ghi lai nhat dinh hoi rat co y nghia.

"Ha! Chiing ta dau di! Xem ai c6 thé bang tbc d6 nhanh nhat uéng xong
mot chai bia, nguoi thang c6 thé yéu cau nguoi thua 1am mot viéc!" Jill dé
nghi.

"T6t!" Sean md mot chai bia khac, "Hawkins! Anh ciling phai tham gia!"

Hawkins khong néi 161 nao, Jill cling chi khé nhun vai. Sau d6é Sean

cung Jill nhin nhau, cing dap tay xudng ban roi lap tic ngira cd Ung uc
ubng.
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Vong thit nhat Sean thiang, yéu cau ciing khong qua dang, anh muén Jill
c6i quan dai, mic quan 16t bay ra tu thé khoe co bép, Jill cudi, 1am theo.

Sean con c0 y di sat lai, ti mi quan sat co bap nira nguoi dudi cua Jill,
tham chi rat chan thanh ma noi: "A1 n61 nguoi ngdi trong phong nghién ctru

khong c6 thé hinh.......... "

Jill khong thé khong bat cuoi gio tay de dau Sean: "Cau con tiép tuc dua
Vao.......... Néu “thr:flng nhd” cua to1 dang 1én, can than t6i that sy ‘nhan ban’

"Phéc.......... Ha ha ha!" Sean ngi ngdi ¢ trén giuong ciia Hawkins, dap
tay 1én dém, pha lén cuoi.
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Chwong 40

Ngbi ¢ bén canh ban, Hawkins nim chit chai bia, khép ngon tay tring
béch.

Dot thir hai, Sean lai théng.

"Hac hac, c6 co!" Sean suy nghi trong choc lat cudi cung nghi ra minh
muon gi, "Xem qua Titanic ro1 di?"

"Xem qua." Jill nhich nhich khoe miéng, chi mong Sean dung nghi ra
chu ¥ gi khién nguoi cudi sic sya.

"Anh céi 40, nam theo tu thé ctia Rose di! Toi dic biét cho phép anh gii
lai quan 16t!" Sean tim di dong ctia minh ra, "T6i phai chup anh luu niém!"

"Sean, d6i cai khac di! Toi c6 thé coi tran chay bo.......... " Jill guc dau
xudng, anh ta khong nghi minh lai thua lién hai vén.

"Hac hac! Toi da rat né tinh, bang khong anh chi ¢ thé di bit tat ma
thoi, du sao ciing s& khong vao khung anh!" Sean cang nghi cang cam thay
minh chinh la thién tai.

Jill tiép tuc ai odn, "TO61 cd1 ndm trén mat dat cho cau chup cling duoc,
cai gi Rose bo qua di..........

"Khong duoc." Sean cudi x4u xa, anh nhd t6i trude kia khi anh cung Jill
lam trong mot phong nghién ctru, budi toi nguodi ndy ngay ngi khién anh
thire tring mot dém dau!

Hawkins nhin thdy d6i mat Sean cong thanh mot hinh tring non, khong

khéi c6 chat xuat than.
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"Jill! Chang phai 1a bat chudc mot cai tu thé thoi, nhanh 1én! Cung 1dm
thi 14t nita néu thua toi cing ndm kiéu Rose cho anh chup!"

"That!?" Mat Jill sang 1én, néu that c6 thé chup anh Sean nhu vay, xem
ra anh ta cling khong tinh thiét thoi!

Sean nhéch miéng: "Nam mo, toi s& thua duoc sao? Nhanh 1én nhanh
1én, 1& mé 18 mé nhu dan ba, anh nghi minh ding that 1a Rose hay sao!"

Jill bat dic di coi 4o, 10 ra co thé ran chac, nhung khong thé phii nhén,
phan xwong quai xanh cta Jill rit goi cam, khién nguoi ta day 1én duc vong
muén nhin khong chuyén mat!

Sean c6 chut d6 ky , anh nh¢ t6i trude kia lam Vincent anh khong hé c6
dugc dang nguodi nhu vay, tén Jill nay con ting cudi nhao anh, noi cai gi
"Vincent, cho cdu qua tudi 35, cau s& c6 bung bia, 40 tudi s& hoi dau, 50
tudi s& c6 doi moi." .

"Hey, chan co 1én mét chut, tay chong dau tay chong dau a!" Qua man
anh di dong nhin thay khuon mat khong tinh nguyén cta Jill, trong long
Sean vui dén no hoa.

"Vé mat dirng c6 cing ngac nhu vay!"

Sean choi dua dang dén hoi cao hirng, ma bén canh anh, Hawkins nang
né dit chai bia rong 1én mit ban.

Jill mim cudi1 nhe nhang, nhin vé phia Sean.

Trong mdt nhay mat, khudon mat Jill tran ngap mot vé hap dan vo han,
man m¢& dam vao trai tim Sean, ngon tay anh do ra, quén cd nhan nut.

Jill khé nghiéng dau: "Cau chup hay khong day?"
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Sean nudt nuéc miéng, yét hau anh khé tron truot, khong tranh khoi con
mat Hawkins.

"Thoi.......... Quén di, khong chup!" Sean bo di¢n thoai di dong vao lai
trong ti quan.

"Khong chup thi thoi, bat qua lat ntra néu ciu bi thua, t6i nhit dinh s&
bat cau nam kiéu nay dé chup hinh luu ni¢m."

Sean gio gio cam, "Toi1 c6 thé sam vai Jack!"

Jill tya ho khong hé dé y dén minh chi con lai mdi cai quan 16t trén
nguoi, than nhién ngdi xudng bén ban, "Bat dau di! Van tiép theo!"

C6 18 1a thua lién tiép hai luot khién Jill quyét tim dang trdo, thing dugc
van thu ba.

"Ha ha!" Jill “am hi€ém” nhin Sean, "Co1 quan 4o di, Rose!"

Sean cuoi, "Jill than yéu, anh phai biét rang co1 quan dai, co1 4o cong
thém sam vai Rose la ba yé€u cau, to1 s€ chi dap trng y€u cau co1 quan dai,
hai y€u cau phia sau t61 khong dap tng!"

Jill nhiu may, "Tu ti! Vira ro1 to1 da coi 4o sam vai Rose!"

"Pung vay, t61 cling khong nghi té1 anh nhanh tay nhanh chan dén nhu
vay!" Sean dung dnh mat v6 t01 nhin vé€ phia anh ta, vé kinh ngac cua Jill

khién anh sang khoai v6 han, "Brother! T61 s€ thuc hién 161 htta cua minh!"

No1 xong, Sean kéo khda quan, quan roi xuong, hai chan thon dai thang
tap 16 ra trudc mit khién trén khudn mit Jill xuat hién vé nghién ngam.
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Ma van lu6n bi bon ho xem nhe nay gio, Hawkins tya dau vao miéng
chai bia, &nh mat v€ lai ttng cm trén duong cong ctia cdp chan Sean.

"You are really beautiful, Sean." Jill kh& nang chai bia, biéu dat su thanh
tam ca ngoi.

"Beautiful chi dung dé hinh dung phu nir va kim cuong!" Sean cam giac
c6 ngudi nhin anh, 4nh mat ndng ruc tya ho dot chay tat ca hoi bia ¢ trong
phong, "Tiép tuc tai chién!"

Nhung Sean that khong ngd minh lai thua ntra.

"Avreen. Khéng thé tin noi.......... Jill, anh khong choi gian 1an day

"Cau moi gian 1an!" Jill ngdi trén ghé, dang vé da san sang thuong thiec,
"Céi ao di! Rose!"

Sean hur mot tieng, khang khai x6c 4o 1én, kéo qua dau, quang lén san.
"Anh xem t61 dit khoat bao nhiéu! Khong giong anh vura ndy, nhdn nhan
nho nho!"

Hai vat nho phan hong nhé cao trudc nguc phap phong theo timg hoi hd
hap, co bip san chéc rd rang nhung khong hé thd 16, khi anh nghiéng mit
di, co kéo thanh modt dudng cong uyén chuyén khién ngudi khac quyén
luyén.

Anh mat Hawkins cang thém am tram, ban tay mat ty nhi€én an xuong
bo phan nao do6 da bat dau ruc rich phia dudi chiéc quan quan phuc.

"Nhin cho rd! Co thé cua téi con cudng trang hon anh!" Sean c6 chut

déc y, khi con lam Vincent anh khong théng dugc Jill, nhung hién tai anh
hoan toan c6 tu tin.
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Tiru lwong cua Jill cling khong qua cao, bon, ndm chai tréng rong da 1a
cuc han. Anh ta hip mét, lac lac dau, Pén gén mot chut.......... To1 khong
nhin 10..........

"Nhin khong rd di deo kinh a!" Sean budn cuoi day nhe anh ta, khong
ngo Jill nga that.

Anh ta lung lay ngd vao ddng vo chai trén ban, sau d6 lién gdi dau lén
tay, khong dong day.

"Khong thé nao, anh uong kém dén nhu vay?" Sean nac mot cai, lién
mo cua di ra ngoai.

Udng nhiéu nudc, ty nhién phai tim cho giai quyét.
Toilet cung nha tdm cua quan doanh la cong cong.

Sean giai quyéet “tam su” x0ng, lién chong tudong ndn oe, ndn ge xong,
tat nhién 1a thu thai rat nhiéu.

M¢ voi nude, himg nudce tap 1€n mat, dau von c6 chat quay cudng cling
tinh tdo han Ién.

Co6 nguoi tur phia sau cham rai 6m lay anh.
Luc nay Sean thac phuc cua Jill, chi mac mdt cai quan 16t, nhung anh c6
thé cam nhan dugc déi phuong mic quan dai, ma ¢ diing quan, cai bd phan

c6 kich thudc kinh nguoi kia dang cach hai lan vai co x4t khe mong anh.

Khi Sean nhin thay déi tay thon dai cham rai theo bung minh trdi xubng
qua guong, anh da biét than phan cta d6i phuong.
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"Noi nay la toilet.......... " Sean c6 chut khong biét phai néi gi, mudn vin
mo tay ctia d6i phuong, thé nhung Hawkins dd bat dau duyén hon lung anh.

MObi mot chiéc hon déu thue dung strc, twa hd phai hap xuét huyét.

Du cam nay lam cho Sean c6 chut s¢ hai, tr 0 manh yéu cua nhiing cai
hon, anh biét néu hom nay anh thuc sy cung Hawkins phat sinh......... , NO1
khong chimng anh sé& bi y lam dén chét.

"Hawkins, anh c6 thé budng t6i ra khong? Tu thé nay khong thoai mai."
Sean hit mot hoi, muén thira dip Hawkins budng tay s& chay nhanh vé
phong minh.

Qua nhién, Hawkins budng 1dng ra, co hd ngay tai mot gidy do, Sean
chay voi di ra ngoai.

Hawkins tam ldy anh, Sean quay nguoi khong ché canh tay d6i phuong
muén d¢ y 1én bon rira mit, nhung udng bia vao roi sy can bang cua than
thé khong virng nhu cii, Sean nguoc lai b1t Hawkins ghim chat hai tay.

"Budng!" Sean gidy dua, vai anh bi y bé rat dau! Hon nita anh mét chut
cling khong mudn cung Hawkins ¢ trong WC 1am loai chuyén nay, diéu dé
khién anh cam thdy minh gidng nhu k¥ nit ré mat, & bt ctr chd nao déu co
thé mo hai chan ra mac ngudi xAm pham.

Hawkins 16i thang anh vao bén trong.

Mot nguoi linh tam rira xong di ra, nhin thdy ho: "Ha ha, kiém ché chut
di!"

Hawkins chi n61 mot cau: "Cau ta sic mui rugu con khong chiu tam

"

rua.
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Sean ca gian noéi: "Ai me nd khong chiu tam rira!"

"Vay di tam." Hawkins mot tay 161 Sean ném vao gian tam ria phia
trong cung, khién lung anh danh vao vach tuong, sau d6 nga ngoi trén mat
dat.

Sean nhéch miéng, muodn ty dung 1én.

Hawkins luu lodt mé ra voi phun, dong nudc ao 4o ha xudng.

Sean nghiém mat, dua tay lau nudc chay day trén mat.

Hoi thé cua Hawkins ¢6 chut tram trong, cung thanh am ctia nuéc chay
tron 1an lai, khién Sean khong khoi nuot khan. Ma doi phuong & trudc mit

anh, cd1 40, kéo khoa quan, cai by phan hung trang kia strng sting ro rang.

"T6i cho anh 1am mot 1an, khong c6 nghia 14 toi s& cho anh lam lan tha
hai!" Sean tudng twong dén chuyén nay con c6 chut ay khuat.

Co6 1€ anh thuc su c6 chut........ thich Hawkins, nhung noi that ra, mudn
anh “ kinh dang ’ ban than, anh that sy khong tinh nguyén, néu khong vi
nghi dén vé sau khong con duoc gip tén hdn dan ndy, anh sao co thé gidng
d6 ngde chui dau vao ludi?

Hawkins quy mot chan, ngdi xudng trudc mat Sean, dua tay ra vudt ve
hai ma va co anh.

Dong nudce khién hai nguoi déu udt sling, tam mat mong lung chi co
thé nhin 16 hinh dang cua nhau, khong rd mat.

Hawkins vuon nguoi vé phia trude, “giam gili” lay moi Sean, say mé
ma hon.
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Sean hoi thang nguoi ddy, dang tiéc chan truot di trén sang nha, bi doi
phuong an tré vé chd cil.

Pau bi ¢b dinh vao gbc giao nhau cua hai birc trong, anh tham chi vung
tay danh vao bung d6i phuong, Hawkins chi hoi chdn dong, cin ban khong

dinh buong tay.

Dong nudc chay vao miii Sean, anh khong biét 1dy khi luc tir dau tdi,
day bat Hawkins ra.
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Chwong 41

Ho sic sua mot hdi, cudi ciing Sean ciing chéng tuong dimg day, mubn
day y ra dé roi khoi, nhung lai bi y tam lai.

Gian bén canh duong nhu c6 nguoi di vao sir dung, tiéng nudc bat dau
vang lén.

Trong gidy lat phan than, Sean da bi y d¢ lai trén tuong, Hawkins ctr vay
ma nang chan anh 1én. Sean md to mat nhin y, ma Hawkins ciing ngang dau
nhin anh.

"D¢ toi di vao."

Sean duong nhién hiéu duoc cai goi 1a "Pi vao" ¢6 ¥ gi.

Anh thé dai, tinh cach ciia Hawkins ra sao anh rat rd, khong dat duoc y
s& khong tir bo v d6.

Sean ngura dau tya 1€n tuong, nham mat lai.
Dudi tac dung cua men bia, tat ca ly tri déu ro1 khoi anh.

Su xam chiém ciia Hawkins rat manh liét lai khong thé ngin can, Sean
danh phai tu khuyén ban than minh tha long thé hoi.

Hawkins khong rdi khoi than thé anh, chi gt gao 6m chit, hd hip cua
hai nguoi don dap pha vao nhau.
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Gian bén canh, tiéng nudc chay da dung lai, manh che dugc kéo ra, anh
chang “hang x6m” huyt séo roi khoi.

Sean tya bén tai Hawkins, vo cung nghi€ém tic n6i: "Lan sau dung nhu
vay ntra."

Nhung ngay trong nhay mét d6, tha “vat thé” mém nhiin con & lai bén
trong co thé Sean lai banh trudng 1én, 1an thir hai banh m¢ diing dao dang
thuong vira trai qua dau kho.

Sean nham miat lai, thdp giong mang: "A! Fuck!"

Ma Hawkins lai m¢& hai chan anh ra, than thé d6 vé phia trudc, khong
biét mét mo1 hon I1én moi Sean.

Sean bat dac di tya dau lén tuong, anh rot cuc hiéu dugce, rat nhiéu
chuyén khong thé lam du chi moét 1an, bdi vi lam l1an dau tién s€ co6 lan thi

hai, thir ba .......... ctr thé khong dut.

Cuoi cung, Sean lac lu dung 1€n, cii xuong nhdt quan 16t mac vao, mé
manh che loang choang di ra ngoai. Hawkins di theo phia sau anh.

Hai nguoi tich tap tich tap w6t ruot mot dudng vé téi phong cia
Hawkins.

Jill van con ghé 1én ban ngu hon thién am dia, Sean di dén, nhat quan ao
cua minh 1én.

Hawkins tim khan mat, ttr phia sau 6m léy Sean, mudn giup anh lau kho
toc, nhung Sean khong dé y giup, xa lay khan mat tir tay y, ty minh lau.

Phia sau sung 1én dau dén, Sean tham tinh todn sang ngay mai con co
cong viéc, hién tai phai nhanh tré vé ngu, bang khong ngay mai s€ chi cang
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kho chiu.
Sean dung cam y bao Jill, "Nhé dua anh ta trd ve."
N6i xong, anh lién huéng ra phia cira ma di.
Hawkins 1én tiéng: "Cau tlrc gian sao Sean?"

"Duong nhién! Sdng mai ching ta van phai lam viéc!" Sean noi xong
lién dem ctra dong lai “phanh” mot tiéng.

Tro lai phong minh, Sean tim mdt it thubc giam sét, anh chac chan sé
khong di tim Lewis dé xem loai vét thuong nay. Mé v6 con nhdng, 1iy bot
thudc hoa tan, sat vao noi bi thuong, Sean tré vé nam 1én giudng.

Anh thuc sy rit mét, khong bao lau lién ngu say.

Ngay hom sau, Sean khong doi Jill 1én xe lién yén vi tai vi tri pho 14i.

"Pém qua t61 uong say." Jill nhin Sean, ra v¢ "Cau dam dé cho t61 lai
xe?".

"HOm nay t61 ¢c6 khuynh hudng tu sat, sau khi hoan thanh cong viéc con
muon di gip Tién si Grey ." Sean dua vao cura kinh xe, cling ra vé "Anh

dam dé to1 lai xe sao?".

"BPuoc roi.......... " Jill thé dai, ngo1 vao ghé 1a1, "Néu c6 mot ngay cau
that su tu sat than vong, to61 s€ nhd mua hoa ctc tang cau."

Luc nay, Hawkins cling da di toi.

Xe chay ra khoi quan doanh, hém nay c6 thé xem nhu mot ngay khé yén
binh, hoang hon buong Xuéng, bon ho vé t&i quan doanh.
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Ma Andrew lai dang ¢ trong ga ra cho ho.

Jill cudi nodi: "Sao toi cam thay bo doi dic chung dén Baghdad dic biét
thanh nhan a!"

"Nhung mot khi ching t61 ban biu, néi khong chung khong thé tro vé
nira." Andrew cudi nhin vé phia Sean, "Hom nay c6 tran dau bowling, dén
khong?"

Sean tuy mudn yén lanh ma nghi ngoi mot chit, nhung nhd téi ngay
hém qua sau khi tim dugc dudng séng trong chd chét cing Andrew chiic
mimg, vi thé lién nhan 10i, duong nhién anh cling quay dau lai nhin
Hawkins cung Jill: "Cac anh mudn cung dén lam mot van khong?"

"Tét "

"Duoc."

Sean strng sot, hai nguo1 kia nhan 161 that sang khoai a.

"Co di€u, trudce tién hay dén nha an dién no roi bung roi noi sau?" Sean
nhin vé phia Andrew, d61 phuong 6m tron vai anh di vé€ phia trudc.

"Khong sao ca, ching t6i dd chuan bi hotdog va thit nuéng! Ching ta

'H

vura an vura choi!" Andrew vay vay tay véi hai nguoi di sau.

Di dén ky tac x4 cua Andrew, trén mat dat da xép day vo bia, trén bac
tam cap bay cac loai thirc an.

D01 vién cua anh ta ¢6 ndm nguoi, moi ngudi cudi chao héi lam quen,
sau do tién hanh phan t6, ba ngudi mot to.

Choi bai, bong 16, xem AV 1a hoat dong giai tri thong thuong, duwong
nhién con c6 bowling bang vo bia, tran ddu con chua bat dau, cling da co
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khong it binh linh ding & mét bén vay xem , tham chi con c6 ngudi lai vac
ra may tuong bia, n6i néu bon ho toan b tap hét, noi nay con c6 vé chai bo
sung.

Sean lay mot ciéc hotdog, vira an vira n61 vo1  Jill va Hawkins: "Hai
nguoi cac anh choi bowling thé nao?"

"C6 thé d6i thanh tennis khong?" Jill budn cuoi noi.

Hawkins khong n6i mot cau, thuc luc cia tén nay nguoi khac chi co thé
biét khi y bat dau tran dau.

Chai bia bi sip hang thanh ba déi hinh tam gidc, mdi mét doi déu co
mot qua bong rd, ho dung né dé lam bowling.

Andrew hudng vé phia Sean nhiu may, "EOD! Céac cau can than mot
chut, néu dimg chot s& phai cdi sach chay vong quanh quan doanh mdt vong
'H

Sean thd dai mot hot, that 1a khong c6 y tudng gi mo1 mé.

Andrew dung miii chiu sao, mot qua ném ra danh nga 100%, moi ngudi
déu o6 Ién co vi.

Bong 16 khong thé so véi qua bowling that, né khong c6 dd ning quen
thudc, sau khi ddy ra n6 cling khong thé lan xa nhu qua cau that, hon nita
cling khong thé 1am ra do va cham manh nhu that.

Cho nén c6 thé thay duoc Andrew 1a cao thu choi bia bowling.

Sau d6, mot to khac cling chi lam dd ba cai chai ma thoi.

Pén phién t6 Sean, Jill s so dau: "Bat ctr ai trong sb hai nguoi 1én trudc

déu duoc, hi vong cO thé dat duoc strike*, hom qua to1 da phai cdi sach,

https://thuviensach.vn



hom nay lai cdo1 s€ khong c6 gi ........ kich thich." (* M6t cau danh ngd hét
cac chai)

Andrew hudng bon ho huyt sao ra hi¢u, Sean hoat dong cac ngon tay,
"To1 trude di!"

Vi thé ho lién xem Sean khom ngudi ng61 xudng, cam bong ro, ba vai
dung suc, bong r6 l1an di ra ngoai, dem dong vé chai ddnh nga hang loat, chi
con lai hai chai mét phai mot tréi.

"A, shit!" Nhu vay it nhat con phai danh hai ciu méi c6 thé dem s6 chai
con lai danh nga.

May thay t6 vién ctia Andrew ciing khong “than” nhu anh ta, hai qua
con lai ciing khong may thuan loi.

Rt cuc dén phién Hawkins, Jill tua hd tu biét minh biét nguoi, cao
giong hét: "Hawkins! Tat ca hy vong vao anh!"

Hawkins mot cau quang di, thé nhung cling dat strike, cong thém mot ci
spare* ctia Sean, cho du sau d6 Jill frame open** thi ho ciing s& khong dén
ndi dimg chot. (* dung hai lugt ném dé danh nga toan bd; **sau 2 1an ném
van con chai)

C6 diéu theo thanh am cd vii cang ngdy cang vang doi, khong khi tran
dau bat dau trd nén c6 chut thay doi.

Andrew cung Hawkins nghiém tic mdt cach la thuong, cho du ngay
truéc choi bong ro Hawkins ciing khong nghiém tiac dén nhu thé.

Cho du Hawkins cting Andrew c¢6 thé néi chang phan biét duoc hon

thua, nhung Jill that su rat kém céi, cudi cung td6 cua Hawkins bai boi
Andrew.
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May ma con c6 mot to khac kém may man hon ho, bang khong Jill lién
tuc hai to1 b1 nguoi €p cdi quan 4o, han anh ta s€ dién 1€n mat.

Sean dwa cho Hawkins binh nuéc khoang, c¢6 chat budn cudi noi:
"Ngoai trir d& bom, that dung 13 chua timg thdy anh lam viéc gi nghiém tac
dén nhu vay."

Hawkins nhan binh nuéc, ngira dau udéng ung uc.

Luc nay, c6 nguoi chen 1én trudce, kéu mot tiéng: "Howard! Lau khong
gép!"

Mot nguoi dan Ong ngoai ba muoi tudi di vé phia bon hg, mang theo nu
Cuo1 vui sudng.

Ma Hawkins cling di sang phia anh ta, cung nguoi kia giang tay om,
"P3 1au khong thdy, Strong!"

Nguoi dan ong tén Strong ciing huéng vé phia Andrew 16n giong goi:

"Hey, Andrew t6i cling duoc diéu dén day !"

Andrew thanh that chao hoi, tua ho v6 cung kinh trong Strong: "Hi, sir!"

"Khong can khuon phép nhu vay! Sém biét cac cau choi bia bowling toi
cling muon gia nhap!" Strong vo vd vai Andrew, cudi cung anh mat anh ta
dung lai trén nguoi Sean.

Anh mét anh ta thuc chuyén chu, sau tham, tya hd nhin théy mot tho gi
d6 vo cung tot dep ma xa x0i, ban tay anh ta vd vai Hawkins, nhung anh

mit khong roi khoi Sean: "Cau ta 13 ai vay?"

Khong doi Hawkins tra 101, Sean lién tién 1én bat tay anh ta: "Hi, sir!
T6i 1a Sean Elvis, thanh vién trong t6 cia Hawkins." Néu Andrew goi d6i
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phuong 13 * Sir ’, nhu vy quan ham ciia ngudi nay nhat dinh cao hon anh
rat nhiéu.

Strong nam lay tay Sean, cham rai thu liém vé hoai niém: "Hi, t6i cling
don vi vo1 Andrew, Daniel Strong, cau co6 thé goi t61 1a Danni hoac Strong,

xung ho ‘Sir’ that sy khong can."

"Vay Strong, t6i c6 thé hoi mot chut vi sao vira thay toi ngai dudng nhu
rat kinh ngac?"
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Chwong 42

"Boi vi.......... Cau rat giong mot chién hitu da qua do1 cua t61." Strong
nghiéng dau, nu cudi mim thoang 16 vé dau thuong.
ghieng dau, nt ,

"Rat xin 15i, t6i khong nghi.......... " Su ra di cua ngudi dong doi tung ké
vai chién dau 13 chuyén dau dén nhat d6i vdi modi nguoi linh, Sean boi r6i
nhdn ra minh da vo tinh dung vao vét thuong long ctia d61 phuong.

"Khong khong, c6 thé gip mot ngudi thuc giéng voi anh ta khién toi rat
vui ve." Strong ddm nhe vao Hawkins, "Hawkins, théy cau va Sean dung
bén canh nhau.......... To1 thuc sy co loai cam gidc thoi gian da bi dao
nguogc, giéng nhu trude day cdu va White.......... "

Sean chu ¥ té1 vé mat cua Hawkins, su chuyén chu khi choi bowling va
vé vui mung khi gip nguoi quen cii déu d3 bi mot vé trim mic thay thé,
"Thot gian khong bao gio tr¢ lai." Y nhe giong noi, thanh dm theo trong
khong khi lang lai ¢ trong long da c6 mot loai tram trong khon ké.

Tuy rang Sean ciing khong muén biét nguoi chién hiru dd mét cua
Strong 14 ai, nhung khi thdy ngudi ay c6 thé khién mot ké troi sap khong
chdp mét nhu Hawkins cling 10 ra thai d6 nhu vy, anh bdng nghi, ngudi tén
‘White’ d6 liéu c6 phai 1a nguoi anh ho di mat cua Hawkins hay khong?

Nhung anh chi tu héi nhu vay, s€ khong di hoi.

Cho du nhin anh ¢6 twong ty ai di ching nita, trén thé gi6i nay s& khong
bao gid ¢6 hai ngudi hoan toan gidng hét nhau.

Andrew 16n tiéng: "Hién tai tran dau da xong, nhom cua Klose da phai

khoa than chay quanh quan doanh, ching ta ciing phai quét don cai déng
thity tinh nay, bang khong doi tuan tra dém s& giét chung ta!"
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Sean nhin dong ho, da 10h t61, "Pugc o1 duoc réi! Cling nén don dep
ro1 ve ngu! To1 cling khong hi vong ngady mai mo mang giam 1én dia 161."

Strong to vé co 16i: "Khong biét t6i c6 thé muon Hawkins mot lac

"

khong, da 1au chiing t61 chua tam su..........

Sean phat phét tay, sau d6 liéc mat ra hiéu cho Jill: "Dan anh ta di thoi,
tran ddu da cham dut, anh ta con ¢6 cai tic dung gi nita sao?"

Hawkins bj Strong mang di, Sean va cac dong doi luu lai quét tudc
chién truong.

Andrew day xe rac dén, Jill cung vai ngudi khac dem nhimg vé chai con
lanh 1dn bd vao trong tui bong, dua trd nha an.

Sean cung Andrew quét don nhitng manh thiy tinh v& trén mat dat, rat
nhirg manh gam sau 1én, hot vao xe rac.

"Ve sau khong thé lai choi cai tro nay, don dep so véi lac choi con mét!"
Sean ldc lac dau, lui vé phia sau, bong nhién giam phai mot chiéc hotdog roi

trén mat dat, truot nga nhao.

Tuy anh d4 nhanh tay dung xéng cim xudng dit d& 14y than thé, nhung
trong tdm khong vimg, van bi nghiéng d6 xudng.

Andrew chay dén muon do anh, lai cham mot budc.

Pé khong nga nhao vao trong dong thuy tinh mdi gom, Sean lay tay trai
chéng xudng dat, nhung hau qua cling c6 thé tuong tuong.

"Sean ——" Andrew v01 va kéo anh lai.
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Sean cau chit 16ng may, nhac ban tay dua dén truéc mit, cit va thuy
tinh gadm vao trong thit, mau da chay ra.

Trong nhdy mat 4y, toan bd dau dén ma Sean phai chiu, dudng nhu déu
dam vao trai tim Andrew.

"Tro1 a, ngay mai to1 con phai cam sung." Sean lay tay phai vo dau.

"Bay gio khong phai 1 lic dé cau nghi dén chuyén ngdy mai phai lam
gi!" Khuén mat luén luén khinh khinh dua cot cia Andrew da 16 ra vé dau
long.

"Pugc rdi, khong nghi dén chuyén cam stng." Sean mubn khoc,
"Chuyén ndy noi cho chiing ta biét, vé sau khong thé tuy tién ném hotdog

xuong dat."

Andrew thd dai: "T6i khong mudn nghe nhiing 16i dua gidn ngu xuan
nay ctia ciu nita, di ¢én phong y té."

"Vay déng thay tinh nay 1am sao bay gio? Pém nay ddi ting thiét giap

"

s€ tuan tra, to1 quen bon ho..........

"Puogc ro1 dugce ro1!" Andrew bat dac kéo xe rac de 1én dong thuy tinh,
"Néu dén thé ndy ma bon ho con giam tring dugc, t6i cling khong co cach
nao! Cho cau di xem vét thuong xong, to1 s€ trd lai quét don sach s€ noi nay
dugc khong?"

"Vay con tam dugc." Sean no1 xong da bi Andrew phat vao dau.

Pi d&én trudc ctra phong kham, ho chot nghe bén trong truyén ra am
thanh cua AV.

Sean budn cuod1l vo vo cua: "Lewis

thoi gian xem phim da chdm
dut, anh phai cong tac!"
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"Oh, shit!" Ctra mé, khuon mat cau kinh cua Lewis hién ra, "Thiéu chut
nira t61 da co1 quan tu sudng!"

"C6 1& ban tay nay cia t6i c6 thé gitip anh." Sean gio tay trai.
Andrew tua hd khong mudbn dé bon ho tiép tuc cudc ddi thoai vo nghia
nay: (gidng ai thé khong biét ==) "Bac si, gitip chung t6i xtr 1y vét thuong

di, ngay mai cau ta con phai ti€p tuc nhi¢m vu."

Lewis ra hiéu cho ho vao, md ti thudc ldy thudc st tring, biang gac va
nhip.

TV chua tat, nguoi phy nit trong man anh van dang i i nha nha.........

Ban tay Sean 14t ngira trudc mit Lewis, anh ta 1dy manh vuyn thaly tinh ra
khoi 10ng ban tay anh, sau d6 dung bong c6 thudc sat tring sat 1én miéng
vét thuong.

Dung dich 6-xy gia tién vao miéng vét thuong gdy dau dén khién Sean
khé run 1én, Andrew gio tay ra 6m lung anh, chiam cha nhin miéng vét
thuong.

"Ha, luc nay t61 rat mudn biét néu Hawkins théy duoc mot man nhu thé
s& c6 phan ung gi." Lewis cho Sean boi thuc chéng nhiém khuan, sau d6
liy bang gac cham rii quéan 1én.

"Mot man nao?" C6 dbi khi Sean cam thay Lewis thuc ky quai.

"Khi cdu bi nhitng ngudi khac quan tim mot cach ‘cod ¥ d6°." Lewis
cuoi, thu thap dung cu.

"Trén thé gid1 nay cling chi c6 Hawkins quan tdm Sean théi sao?"
Andrew cudi nhin v€ phia Lewis.
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"Puong nhién khong, t6i hoan nghénh tit ca moi ngudi dén quan tdm
Sean." Ngon tay Lewis lic lu trong khong khi, "Sau d6 Hawkins s& cang
ngay cang khong thoai mai, thé gidi nay sé cang ngay cang loan, 1am nguoi
dung xem, t6i s& cam thay rat tha vi."

"Vay cir dé cho han khong thoai mai di." Andrew nghiéng dau, co chit
khiéu khich.

Sean bSng nhién nh¢ téi lac minh ro1 khoi bd doi dac chung, Andrew
tirng dén chao anh.

Nu hon trén théai duong kia, 1a nu hon tir gia, cling 1a mot loai tu kim ché
cam xuc.

Sean duong nhién biét Andrew mang theo tinh cam vuot qua tinh dong
d6i bang hiru v6i minh, néu anh ta biét dugc quan hé cia anh cung
Hawkins, chi s¢ moi chuyén s€ cang ngay cang loan.

Hin thuc ton trong Andrew. Bdi vi khi Vincent séng lai thanh Sean,
Andrew d3 cho anh sy tro gitip dé anh thich ung véi than phan nay ma

khong mot ai khac c6 thé 1am dugc.

"Pi thoi, Andrew." Sean cudi ding diy, "Ching ta khong thé tiép tuc
quiy ray bac si Lewis thuong thirc dién anh."

"Lic nay cac ngudi mdi nhé ra di quay ray ta ? Shit! DVD déu sap chay
xong roi!" Lewis di vao phong trong.

"Anh c6 thé previous!" Andrew huéng vé phia anh ta ho mot tiéng.

"Phim previous trén dau may DVD cua t61 da bi nhan nhiéu qua, khong
nhay!" Thanh am 40 ndo ctuia Lewis truyén dén.
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Vé dén phong minh, Sean xoay ngudi dua vao khung ctra, gat dau véi
Andrew: "T4t 1dm, toi da toi noi ro6i. Anh da hoan thanh nhiém vu ctia mot
ky si diing cam, ho tong toi vé dén toa thanh."

Andrew dung & bac thang phia dudi, thép hon Sean moét chut, anh ta
ngira dau nhin vao mat Sean.

"Trén thuc té toi cling khong tinh nguyén lam mot g ky si. O trong
truyén c6 tich, ky si thuong thuong chi ¢ thé bao ho cong chua, ma c6 thé
sanh vai cung coéng chua vinh vién 1a Hoang tr." Trong biéu tinh cua
Andrew, vé thanh thuc cung sy cam tinh hoa 1an, khién cho nguoi ta nhin

muon 16a mat si mé.

"Dang mung 13, t6i khong phai 1a cong chua." Sean dung tay phai vd vd
vai Andrew, "Ngii ngon, nguoi anh em."

Trong nhay mat khi canh ctra sap lai, anh nhu muon ngurng hé hap, anh
rat so Andrew tim minh lai, n61 thém diéu gi.

Trén tay van con ¢ chit cam giac dau dén, nhung so véi nhiing 1an bi
thuong trude day, moi thé nay khong tinh chuyén gi to tat.

Sean khong mudn tam rira, anh ngd 1én giuong, nhin trin phong yén
tinh.

Tuy rang anh khong mudn suy nghi bat cir chuyén gi, nhung cai tén
"White" van quanh quan trong dau anh.

Bong dém cham rai tro1 di, c6 nguol go vang ctira phong anh.

"Ai a? Anh trai, hién tai 12 budi ti.......... " Sean nghiéng dau nhin dong
ho dién tir, "01h20°."

"Sean.......... Mo cua." La giong cua Hawkins.
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Sean biét néu anh khong mo ctra, tén kia nhat dinh s€ ti€p tuc go,
20......... , thang dén khi moi ngudi nho dau ra khoi ctra s6 nhin vé phia
phong anh oan gian.

Cura vura hé ra, Hawkins lién 1ap tirc lach nguoi tién vao.

Y Om cO Sean, sttc nang cua than hinh y lam cho Sean lién tuc lui ra
phia sau hai budc mdi ding viing. Vuon canh tay dong cura lai, Sean 6m vy,
nhe giong néi: "Lam sao vay? Hawkins?"

D61 phuong khong ndi 101 nao, chi 6m anh.

Sean cuoi1 bat dac di, ky that rat nhi€u lac anh thay Hawkins chi 1a mot
cai dira nho boc dong ma thoi. Sean cham rai lui vé phia sau, ngdi & trén

givong, Hawkins d¢ nang anh nga xuong.

Khac han so voi trude ddy Hawkins vuon canh tay ra 6m lay anh, lac
nay ddy y giit chit 1ay Sean muén anh é6m ldy minh.

"Lam sao vay?" Sean sO sO sau gay y.

"Toi rat nhé anh, nhd anh vo cung." Giong Hawkins rat nhe, mang theo
chut vé ty khuit.

"Chang phai ching ta méi gip nhau miy gid trudc?" Sean hit sau,
nhung khong biét vi cai gi, khi Hawkins noi nhé anh, khién trong long anh
c6 cam giac thuc tran day, thuc vién man.

"Nhung t6i mudn vinh vién & bén anh." Hawkins nhdm hai mat lai.

Sean ngay ngan ca nguoi, mQt cau nay khién trai tim anh kinh hoang.

Y no1, muon vinh vién & bén anh?
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Sean khong thé tin ndi trimg mat nhin, dung vy.......... Chi c6 nhiing 101
nay moéi 1a diéu anh vAn mudn nghe, khién anh biét duoc rang mbi quan hé
cua bon ho s€ khong chi gidi han & Baghdad, cling khong phai thir 4o tudng
chi sinh ra trong hoan canh bi ap luc tim 1y tai chién trudng.

Tuy rang ‘vinh vién’ von khong ton tai, nhung anh cling chi 1a mudn y
cO vdi anh loai tam tinh nay, ma nay nghe dugc mdt cau cua y, khién noi
long x6n xao bat an cia anh nhu lang dong lai, an tam lai.

Sean nhim mat, xung quanh anh tran ngdp mui bia va mui bac ha tuoi
mat trén co thé Hawkins, quan quyt luon 10.

Anh b5ng nhién hiéu duoc vi sao khi minh con 13 Vincent, Emily lai ro1
khoi anh. Béi vi anh cach co qué xa, khong sao c6 thé cho Emily cam giac
an toan ma c¢d mudn. Ma hién tai, khi Vincent trd thanh Sean, & Hawkins,
anh rot cuc cam nhan duoce loai cam giac nay.
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Chwong 43

Cam nhan dugc sy ton tai cua Hawkins, Sean da khong con cam giac
budn ngu, anh thao thirc cho tan dén khi chiéc dong ho dién tur trén dau
giwong hién 1én con s6 4:20a.m

Trong 10ng anh, 16ng may cua Hawkins chau chat lai, ho hap cang ngay
cang don dap, sau do6 than thé bat ra khoi vong tay cua Sean, ho to: "White
trg vé! Pung sang bén do! Trd vé! N6 s& phat no!"

Sean nhin Hawkins, cap mat cla y nham chat, tua hd khong thé tu minh
thoat ra khéi con 4c mdng.

"White! White!"

Sean khong thé khong dé 1ay vai y, "Hawkins! Tinh, tinh! Anh dang
nam mo!"

Toan than Hawkins da san ctirng lai, Sean nang madt y gitra hai ban tay
minh, "Tinh lai! Hawkins!"

Long mi y khé run rdy, y hon hén thd va mé mat, md hoi rong rong chay
xudng tir thai duong, nguc phap phong manh liét, tya hd co thir gi ¢ trong
d6 phai pha chui ra.

"Hawkins.......... Thé nao ?" Sean nhin y.

"White?" Hawkins c6 chat ngdy ngan.

.......... Khong, 1a Sean."
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Trong mdt gidy, trdi tim Sean tya nhu tr trén mdt d6 cao khong tudng
vut roi Xuéng, am am roi vao trong mdt man nudc lanh nhu bang, su gia
budt d6 khién anh ngat thd, cho du vy, anh van c6 gang khong dé cho am
thanh ctia minh bién d6i.

Hawkins nam chat lay ga givong, mot tay luén vao trong toc tim chat
lai: "Xin 161, t6i nam mo ."

"T61 bi€t anh dang nam mo." Mgt giac mong da vo cung xa x061 ma quen
thudc, co6 I€ cling 1a mot giac mong vinh vién cling sé khong troi qua.

Sean nhin déng ho, "4:30, 9:00 chiing ta m&i phai tiép nhan cong viéc,
con ¢6 thé ngu tiép ba gid nira."

"An, t6i vé phong minh." Hawkins dimg day, "Cau ciing nghi ngoi di."

Nhin y roi di, Sean khong noéi thém gi nita, anh ngdi dua vao dau
giudng, gio tay lay bao thudc trén ban.

C6 gang hit thé sau, anh s& mai nhung khong thay céi bat lira.
"Shit!"

Ctr nhu vy, Sean lang ling ngdi yén dén luc 8:00, sau d6 dung day di
lam vé sinh, roi dén nha an. Miéng Sandwich kep trimg vo vi trong miéng
anh, khi anh van mé chai nuéc udng vao miéng, Jill bdng nhién 1én tiéng:

"

"Sean, t61 nhd 10 1a cau khong uong nudce cam..........

Khi Sean y thitc dugc minh cim trong tay la thir chat 1ong mau da cam,
da day tu dong cudn cudn 1én, anh lao ra thung rac, non ge.

Jill dem sandwich cua minh cho anh, lic nay anh ta m&i1 phat hién:
"Sean, tay bi thuong?"
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"Pung vay, bi thuy tinh cat qua, yén tam, chi cam stung bop co 1a khong
cd van dé." Sean cuodi cuoi.

Jill cam 1ay ban tay anh nhin nhin, "Sém biét vy ngay hom qua da
khong choi cai tro choi ché ma kia."

"Quén di, it nhat trong khi choi con rat vui vé." Sean 6m lay vai Jill,
"Hom nay anh l4i xe, can than ding nghién 1én bom!"

Bon ho di vao ga ra, Hawkins cling da dén. Y van nhu truéc, khuén mat
nhin khong ra hi gian, rd rang bu6i to1 ngu khong ngon gidc nhung lai
khong c6 vé moi mét.

Khi Sean m& cira xe, Hawkins 1én tiéng: "Ban tay khi nao thi bi
thuong?"

"Pém qua liic cing Andrew stra sang lai déng thily tinh khong can than
trugt nga, co diéu chi dung mot ban tay trdi ma ctru dugc ca cai mang!"
Sean cudi cudi, nhung khi Hawkins héi anh, anh méi bong nhién nhé t6i t6i
hém qua khi y tim dén anh, tir lic vao cira cho dén lic roi di thé nhung
khong hé phat hién trén tay anh quan day bang gac.

Hawkins di dén bén canh anh, kéo ldy tay anh vé phia minh: "Pau
khong?"

"Khong sao, may vét rach nho, lai ¢ tay trai, s€ khong anh hudéng dén
toc dd bop ¢0." Sean cuoi vo vo sau lung Hawkins, sau d6 mo ctra xe ngoi
xuong. (Sean gian na....... ==)

Ho6m nay bon ho khong may may man, dau tién 1a do bé mot qua dia 161,
sau do chua nghi ngoi dugc 2 gio dong ho lién gap phai mot cude tu sat tap

kich.

Ma & trén nga tu duong, ké tap kich kia lai 161 theo hai dtra tré.

https://thuviensach.vn



Khi Sean cung ddi cua minh t61 hién truong, si quan phién dich Eric Kul
cling da toi.

Jill cung Hawkins nghe hiéu tiéng Ptrc nhung Sean thi mot chit ciing
khong, anh di vé phia Eric, "Hi, Eric, tén kia 1ot cudc mudn lam gi?"

"Han ndi, néu quan My khong rat lui khoi Iraq, hin s& 16i hai d@ra con
ctia han cung chét!" Eric c6 vé thuc dau dau, nhung loai diéu kién nay bon
ho cin ban khong thé dap ung. Néu van dé quan My di hay & c¢6 thé lam cho
binh linh & day bo phiéu, trén 90% s& lua chon rut khoi, con gan 10% la
mot bon bi bénh than kinh, bon ho can Tién si Grey.

Quan tri an dia phuong da rat lui toan bo dan ching, tat ca diing & mot
noi an toan xa xa nhin lai, ma trong cac nha dan hai bén duong ciling co
nguoi nho dau ra khoi ban cong theo doi, trong s6 do ¢o6 rat nhiéu 1a tré nho.

Day that 1a m0t man gido duc tryc quan sinh dong, ¢ trong cai loai hoan
canh nay 16n 1€n, vai nam sau Baghdad c6 thé xuat hién thém bao nhiéu tén
sat thu bom cuong?

Hai nguoi con trai quy trén mat dat, khoc va cuoi cung la 1am bam.

"Hai dra nhé kia dang noi gi?" Sean hoi.

Eric con chua kip tra 1oi, Hawkins khong biét khi ndo da di ti phia sau
Sean, "Bon ho dang khan cau Thanh A La phu ho."

Sean biu méi, dua tay 16i cAdy Thanh gia luén nam trong cb 4o cua y ra:
"C6 1& bon ho lam dtng, noi nay 1a Iraq. Han 14 phai thinh cdu Thanh A La
phtt ho ma khong phai Thuong dé."

Hawkins thu cdy Thanh gid vé, 4nh mat trd lai phia hai dua tré, "T6i

khong tin gido."

https://thuviensach.vn



Sean nhudng nhudng mi, cdy Thanh gia kia 1a bac rong, thude loai dac
tht dinh ché cua Gido hoi, néu khong tin gido, 1am gi phai mang mot cay
Théanh gi4 quy trong nhu vay.

"C6 céach nao khong? Nguoi kia an cai nuat lien da xong." Sean thé dai.

"Co ban tia." Hawkins tra 101, nhitng 161 nay cang nhu an w1 Sean.

"Cho nén.......... Chung ta t61 noi nay lam gi?" Sean nhun vai, "Chi can
trude khi ga dién kia an cai nut, ban vo dau han la dugc. Chang ta khong co

kha nang ti€p can han, lay bom ra thdo dd. C6 can phai nghi cach khién han
ro1 khoi cai diéu khién tur xa?"

"Khong t6i." Eric tra 1oi, "Ngoai ra giira trua sip tdi, trong vong 10’
chung ta chua quyét dinh thoa man han, han s& an nut!"

"0 .......... " Jill lac dAu, "Trong vong 10’ néu nghi cach khién tén ngdc
kia budng diéu khién..........

"Bon ho rit cb chép, diéu d6 khong thé nao." Hawkins binh tinh néi,
"Chi c6 thé dé ban tia mao hiém thir xem."

Eric nhin dong hd: "Con bay phut."
"Khong can suy nghi, téi ddm ca tén kia cho du bi ddnh bao dau ngi

xudng dat trong tay van s€ nam chac thtr do choi kia." Jill dm canh tay nhin
ga dan ong kia con dang xi xam noi gi.

Ngay sau d6, "Phéc " mot tiéng, dau hin ta bi xuyén thing, ng

xuong.

La sung ham thanh.
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Sean nhin quanh, trén mot toa nha bon tang, c6 mot binh linh mang theo
sung dung 1én.

Trir bo thanh 4m nguoi kia ngd xudng dat, thé gidi nay bdng nhién tro
nén an binh.

Trai tim bi bop nghet ctia moi nguoi rét cuc nhay 1én.

Eric huéng vé phia hai dura tré dai ra nhin thi thé kéu Ién, sau d6 bon ho
phan ing lai, bat day lao dao chay vé phia Eric.

Jill n61 khong sai, gd dan Ong tron tron mat nam & trong viing mau, trén
tay khong hé buong di€u khién tur xa.

"Xir Iy nhu thé nao?" Jill nhin vé phia Hawkins.

Khong doi Hawkins tra 10i, Sean lién noi: "Truc tiép kip nd, ching ta
khong thé doan trudc ¢ trong dam ngudi co con nguodi khac ndm diéu khién
cia qua bom d6 hay khong, nguy hiém qua 16n, khong bang truc tiép kip
no."

Jill nhin vé phia Hawkins, tua hd mudn noi ké dién niy sé khong budng
tha mot co hoi n6i dién tot nhu vay di?

Nhung hin khong nghi t61 Hawkins lai thyc sy gat dau déng v : "Phai
nguoi di xac dinh trong vong mot tram mét khong con nguoi ¢ lai."

Eric con dang an ui hai dira tré. Sean phat hién tinh tinh han thuc tot
1am, hai dira bé hién tai 6m 14y han khong budng tay. Ma c6 ngudi vo vai

Sean, Sean lai cd y khong quay dau lai.

"Biét rdi, Andrew. Binh linh binh thuong ciing khong dugc trang bi
sing ngam him thanh hong ngoai tuyén."
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"Thanh A La han 1a cdm on t61 da ciru mang hai dra nho kia." Andrew
nua dua nua that, "Tiéu doi cua tdi con co6 hai tay sung ban tia mai phuc tai
phu can, c6 mudn ho ho trg cac cau ban né qua bom kia?"

"Khong can, chiing toi ty minh 1am." Thanh 4m lanh nhu bing cua
Hawkins khién moi ngudi déu cha y dén v.

"Khoéng sao, bon ho van con & vi tri cii chua tim dugc co hoi no sting
dau." Andrew khong dé y thai do lanh dam cua doi phuong, nhin thang vé
phia Hawkins.

Trong khong khi bong c6 loai lira nong. (Long tranh hd dau hay “hai
mat nhin nhau tée lira tinh”??? ==+)

Mot binh linh chay t6i, cat tiéng vo tinh pha v& loai khong khi muén
lam nguoi ta toat md hoi lanh nay: "Bao cdo, da thanh trang xong, co thé

kich no!"

Hawkins nang sing, Andrew thi 6m cénh tay ding 4nh mat chim cha
nhin y: "Pay la khoang cach trén 100m."

Tiéng vién dan ban ra khoi nong 13 cau tra 15i cia Hawkins d6i Andrew,
nhanh t&i mtrc 1am cho nguoi ta con chua kip thuong thire tu thé ban cua v.

Ngi tu truyén toi tiéng né manh dinh tai nhirc 6c, khoi dic cudn cudn,
tir cic ngdi nha quanh d6 vang 1én tiéng thuy tinh bi chan v& loang xoang

roi, cac thir @b bi nd tung bay vé bon phia.

Cam gidc duoc mdt tran khi ndng ruc ap vé phia bon ho, Sean nghiéng
mat ldy tay che trudc mit.

"Nice shot!" Andrew vo tay.
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Khi khoi dic tan di, bon ho bit dau xem xét cung rtra sach hién truong
vu no.

Lic sau, Sean cung cac thanh vién trong doi da cd thé tré vé quan
doanh.

Luc xuong xe, Hawkins nam lai Sean: "HOm nay muon dén tim Lewis
khong?"

"Khong can, ty minh thao bang gac l1a dugc. Miéng vét thuong rat nho,
da két vay, ngay ca khau con khong can khau, dén chd anh ta 1am gi." Sean

dua tay dén truée mat Hawkins quo quo, "Ching ta di an di, chét doi!"

Ba ngudi di vao nha an, luc nay nguoi dén an nay kha dong, co diéu tat
ca la quan nhan, biét gilt quy cu.

"Sean, ngdi yén & ddy, mudn an cai gi?" Jill chong tay 1én ban hoi.
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Chwong 44

"Gi cling dugc, chi can khong phai 1a nude cam." Sean nhudng mi, "Cac
anh chac chan phai giap t61 mua? T61 chi bi thuong rat nhe rat nhe ma thoi

"Ngoi di." Hawkins than nhién noi, sau do di vé€ phia quay ban do6 an.

Chi mot luc sau, Jill da tro lai, trén tay bung hai dia format va khoai tay
ran.

"Format! Tinh y€u cua t6i!" Sean cam lay dia an, xan mot miéng hét
non nura dia cho vao miéng.

"Trudc kia ciu cling 1a nhu vay." Jill buén cudi ngoi xuong doi dién
Sean, nho giong noi.

"Cai gi?"

"Khong co gi." Jill lac lac dau, nhung trén mo1 van né mot nu cuodi nhe
nhang.

Sau d6 Hawkins cling da tr¢ lai, y mang theo my Y thit bam, thit lgn
nuéng tiéu den, lap suon nudng kiéu Purc va salat. Buong khay xubng ban,
y lai liéc nhin Sean mot cai, phat hién anh ha miéng ra hai ba lan dia format
d3 sip sach quang.

"Trdi a, anh goi nhiéu nhu viy.......... Khong cung Jill thuong lugng xem
can mua gi sao?"

"An khong hét thi bo." Hawkins bat tay vao xat thit lon, sau d6 bo vao
dia an ciia Sean. Ngon tay y thon dai, dong tac nim dao nia tuyét dep, co
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thé thay khi y con nhé nhat dinh duoc gido dudng thuc chinh quy.

"Salat ciing cho toi di, gin nhat chi in sandwich ciing sip thiéu
vitamin." Sean vuon tay di liy dia salat, sau d6 thoang nhin thay cach do6
khong xa, Strong dang nhin vé phia bon ho xuat than.

Sean hudng d6i phuong viy vay, ¥ mudn anh ta lai diy cing nhau an.

Pbi phuong cudi lac dau, xem ra di dn xong roi.

Khi Hawkins quay dau lai nhin, vira luc Strong di khoi nha an.

An bira to1 xong, Sean lién tré vé phong, chuan bi nghi ngoi.

Dip khin mit 1én vai, mang theo ca danh rang di dén trude cira khu tim
rira cong cong, Sean phat hién Hawkins di & chd nay.

"Lam sao vay?"

"Tay trai cua cau khong thé dinh nudc, té1 dén gitp cau." Hawkins vuon
tay lay khan mat trén c6 Sean xa xudng, nhung vao dudi voi nudc.

Sean mim cuoi, e la nguoi nay da doi anh ¢ day that lau .

Danh rang xong, Hawkins dung khan mat lau mat cho Sean.

Y khéng ché lyc tay t6t 1dm, khan mat luét doc theo hinh dang khuon
mit Sean vudt ve, co diéu trong gidy phut 4y Sean bong nhién cam thdy mo
mit. Su 6n nhu nay cua Hawkins, cudi cung la dang danh cho anh..........
Hay la dang danh cho nguo1 nao khac?

Tro lai trong phong, Hawkins giup Sean thay bang gac. Ky that vét

thuong kia ciing khong c6 gi, ba ngay khong dinh nuéc 1ién khong can bang
gac nua.

https://thuviensach.vn



Gid phat ndy, nhin thay nhitng miéng vét thuong nhd vun ngang doc
trong 10ng ban tay Sean, Hawkins cui dau, Sean ngdi ¢ ghé trén, ma
Hawkins ngoi & bén giuong.

"Thuc xin 16i, ngdy hom qua.......... toi da khong phat hién ra cau bi
thuong."

"Khong phai chuyén gi quan trong." Sean nhun vai.
"Toi.......... Ngay hom qua chi dang mai suy nghi mot chuyén thoi."

Sean bong nhién thuyc muodn lén ti€ng no1 gi do, nhung cudi cung lai lya
chon tram mac.

Ngay hom qua anh go ctra phong t61, néi nh¢ t61, hdm nay anh néi cho
t6i biét "Ngay hom qua chi dang mai suy nghi mot chuyén" , nhu vay rét

cudc nguodi anh nhé nhung 1a ai dau?

Bong dang Hawkins c6 vé co don, Sean von dinh dung tay trdi cham
vao y, nhung sau rdi van khong vuon ra.

"Di ngu di, Hawkins.......... T61 khong sao."

Hawkins ngang dau 1én nhin vé phia anh, than thé d6 vé phia trude, hon
1én mo61 Sean, mém mai, 6n nhu cung quyén luyén.

Sean nhim mét lai, tiép nhan nu hon.
"Nhu vay........ ngay mai gap."

"An." Sean gat dau, nhin thdy Hawkins di ra ngoai, nghe thay tiéng cira
sap lai, long may cham rai chau lén.
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Hi¢n tai mo1 chua dén chin gio to1, tat nhién anh s€ khong ngi sém nhu

A

vay.
Doi cho Hawkins di xa, anh lién dimg day dén phong kham cta Lewis.

Sau khi anh g6 ctra mot luc, Lewis ngdm thuoc ding trude cua. "Toi
nhé 1o thuong thé cua cau khong can téi tim to1 tai kham."

"Khong phai vé vét thuong, to1 c6 chit van dé khac muon hoi anh."

Lewis nha ra mot ngum khoi thuoc, "Mac ké cau c6 van dé gi, no tot
nhat 1a phai don gian, bé1 vi t61 con mudn xem di€n anh va ngu."

Sean di vao, tuy y ngoi Ién mot goc ban: "Lewis, anh quen biét Hawkins
rat 1au ro1 sao?"

"Pung vay." Lewis 161 ra mot chai bia.
"Nhu vay anh c6 biét ‘White’ khong?"

"White? Anh ho cua Hawkins?" Lewis nhiu may, "Cau hoi chuyén nay
lam gi?"

"Anh ta va Hawkins c6 cam tinh rat sau dam?"

"Puong nhién, ciu va toi déu biét vi sao tén do6 chay dudi theo Montero
James khap thé gidi, bdi vi cau ta mudn bao thu cho White, tuy rang t6i cam
thdy phuong phap nay cua ciu ta.......... Vinh vién khong thé tim dugc
Montero, boi vi tén kia s€ khong vi mot ai d6 thdo d& dugec bom cua minh
ma s& ngdi yén chd nguoi dén bat."

"Hai nguoi do6 c6 vé giong nhu dang do suc di, khong co gidi

han.......... " Sean nhin vai cudi nhe, "C6 thé ndi cho t6i biét thém mot vai
chuyén vé White khong?"
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"Hawkins chua tirng n6i véi cau?"

"Ngay c4 chuyén cia minh anh ta déu chang may khi nhac dén, sao co
thé s€ nhac dén chuyén cua ngudi ngoai?" Sean tham thé dai.

"Poi vdi Hawkins ma néi, White khong phai ‘nguoi ngoai’." Lewis lac
dau, "White 16n hon Hawkins sau tudi. Cau cling biét cha me ctia Hawkins
mot ngudi truong ky o trong quan doi, mot nguoi 14 tiéu thu cua trim budn
ban vii khi, ho ly hon tir rat som, ma thuong xuyén lam ban & bén canh
Hawkins chinh 1a White, sau d6 White lai nhap ngfi, lai 1a bo do1 dac chung,
co ho1 gdp mat ctia bon ho lién it di. Phai noi 1a rét it.......... Sau d6 c6 mot
ngay, White chét, lic 1am nhiém vu bj bom nd chét."

"An." Sean gat dau, "T61 va White.......... Gi6ng nhau sao?"
Lewis hot stng sot, "Co6 nguo1 ndéi nhu vay sao?"

Sean khé cuoi: "Xin anh hay tra 101 cau hoi nay cua t61, doi voi to1 ma
noi no rat quan trong."

"Cau.......... Co6 phai cam thay dugc Hawkins doi voi cau.......... La vi
White?" Lewis dui thuoc 1a, nhin vé mat cua anh ta lién biét anh ta da hoi
han vi 161 minh vtra thot ra.

"Toi ¢6 quyén dugc biét, & trong mat Hawkins, t6i 1 Sean hay 1a White,
khong phai sao?" Sean nhin thang vao trong mat Lewis.

"To1 tin réng O trong mét ciu ta, cau 1a Sean. Cau cling biét, trén thé gio1
nay khong c6 hai nguoi giéng hét nhau. Co 1& lac ban ddu méi nhin thiy
cau, Hawkins co thé kinh ngac vé su tuong tu gitra cau va White, nhung

trén thyc té hai nguoi cac cau cling khong thuce su gidng..........

"T4t nhién, t6i vd White Hawkins ciing khéng phai 13 song sinh."
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"Nhung cdu c6 thé cho Hawkins cam gidc an toan, khong phai sao? Boi
vi ¢6 cau bao vé cau ta, 16i co nhimg gi phan quan tir trong dam déng hon
loan ra, nén cdu ta mai thé yén tim ma lam cong tac nguy hiém nay." Lewis
v0 vai Sean.

Céam giac an toan sao?

Nhu vay vi sao cac t0 vién truéc d6 khong cho duoc y cam giac an
toan? Trong sd ho c6 nguoi timg 13 mat tham cta CIA, kinh nghiém phong
phu, c6 tinh anh ctia d6i trinh sat, chang 1& chi c¢6 anh méi khién cho y an
tam?

"Khong sao dau, téi chi c6 chat tO mo." Sean ludn tay vao trong toc,
"Viéc nay cling dung néi cho Hawkins biét, néu tén kia biét to1 td1 hdi anh
chuyén cta White, c6 1€ y s€ tim dén t61 gy su, ndi to1 khong nén can thiép

vao qua khtr cua y linh tinh ........
Lewis gat dau, Sean roi khoi.

Anh bdng nhién khong muén quay vé phong minh, vi thé bat dau cudc
tan bo vo phuong hudng.

Mot binh si tudn tra cAm sung di qua nhin anh: "Hey, da tré thé nay con
khéng vé phong?"

Sean cuoi, lay thudc 1a ra khoi tai ao: "Nghién thudc 14, muon mot diéu
khong?"

"Cam on, nhung t61 dang lam nhiém vy. Hut xong ro1 lién sém mot chut
trg vé ngu." Binh si tuan dém 6m sing di.

Khi hau cua Baghdad vé dém vén c6 chat kho nong, nhung luc nay,
Sean cam thay rét lanh.
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Bt tri bat giac anh di toi trude khu ky tic x4 ciia Andrew.

Trude ctra ky tic x4, c6 mot béng ngudi ngoi trén bac tam cap, cling
dang hut thudc.

Anh lia trén diéu thudc 1ap 1oe, Sean nghiéng dau, di dén gan, phat hién
nguoi do 1a Strong.

"Hi, Strong."
"A. Sean." Strong x¢& dich khoi vi tri ngéi, nhudng ra mot chd cho
Sean.

Sean ngodi xudng bén canh anh ta, "Quen véi Baghdad chua?"

"Pa ting ¢ by doi dac chung trai nghiém sé théy Baghdad coi nhu
khong toi. Con hon nhitng ngay & rimg nhiét déi Thailand truy bat t6i pham
buén hang trang."

Sean gat dau.

"That x4u ho, hom trude vira mdi gip mit da néi cau gidng nguoi khac,
hién tai suy nghi lai théy minh that bat lich su." Strong tu giéu.

"Khong sao ca, co 1€ anh cling khong phai 1a nguo1 duy nhat nhan ra sy
giong nhau do." Sean an ui, sau d6 bong nhién nhd to1 céi gi, "DPing 1o,
anh c6 anh chup cua White khong? To1 rat muon nhin xem hai ching t61 rot
cudc tuong tu bao nhiéu?"

Strong stng s6t mot chit, 1ap tirc cudi rd 1én: "Tot, t6i c6 mot tAm hinh

chup chung." Anh ta ding day di vao trong phong, 14y ra mot quyén sach,
1at vai tran tim tdm hinh vira n6i, "Quyén sach nay tdi van luén mang theo,

https://thuviensach.vn



nhung rat it khi liy ra xem. Liic 4y tiéu ddi ctia chung toi ¢6 sau nguoi, day
1a tAm hinh day du nhat. "

Sean di vao trong phong, nhan ldy tdm hinh phia duéi anh sang cia
ngon deén. "Anh dirng noi cho toi biét ai 1a White, t6i tw minh tim xem."

"Tot."

Ky that, chi can biét rang minh c6 ngoai hinh giéng White, cling s& dé
dang nhan ra trong anh chup ai la White .

"La anh ta phai khong?" Sean chi vao mot nguoi thanh ni€én miéng chi
kh€é mim cuo1 lai van cho nguoi ta cam giac thuc sang lan.

"La cau ta." Strong thd dai, sau do cuoi, "Coé di€u trong s6 nhitng ngudi
cO madt trong tam anh nay, chi con song so6t c¢6 hai nguoi, trong dé6 mot
nguoi 1a to1."

Sean nheo mit, bdi vi trén c6 White tya hd 10 ra mot vat gi do giéng
nhu mot hinh Thanh gia, béi vi qua nhd, cho nén anh nhin khong 1o, "White
tin gido khong?"

Strong nhan ldy anh chup, "A, 14 cdy Thanh gia bang bac phai khong?
Cau ta co n6 tir hdi 1am 18 rira toi, tir nhé dén 16n déu van deo. Sau vu nd
bom d6, chiing t6i tim thay no trong ddng gach vun, 1a thit duy nhat cua
White con nguyén ven, chiing t6i cling nhd né ma nhan duoc thi thé cia
White.......... "
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Chwong 45

Sean thoang chdc nhu hiéu ra diéu gi: "N6 1a di vat cia White, sau do
dugc dua tang cho Hawkins ding khong?"

"Pung vay, sao cau biét?" Strong hoi.

"T6i nhin thady Hawkins cling mang mot sgi day chuyén c6 mat Thanh
gia." Sean ngang dau, “Anh ciing biét ddy, anh ta von chi tin tuong chinh
minh, khong tin tuong Thuong dé."

"Han 1a khi biét Hawkins gia nhap EOD, me ctia White da cho cau ta,
hy vong linh hon ctia White c6 thé phi ho cau ta binh an vo su." Strong
bdng nhién nhé toi didu gi, vé mat trd nén nhu hoa, "Toi nhé rd c6 mot lan
nghi phép, t6i cing White va may nguoi ban ngdi an thit cuén trong mot
nha hang, sau d6 goi ca Hawkins khi d6 con dang hoc trung hoc dén."

"Rat kho tuong tugng cai canh anh ta cing mgt dam ban be dua gion an
uong." Sean cudi noi.

"Plng vay, nhung lic d6 cdu ta con dé gin hon bay gid mot chut.
Chung t61 cuoi hoi cau ta vé sau c6 mudn hoc dai hoc hay khong? Thanh
tich & trudng cua cdu ta rat tot, ban than cau ta ciing rt yéu thich Vat ly

"

hoc.
"Anh ta n6i mudn hoc dai hoc?"

"Cau ta ndéi minh mudn vao bd doi dic ching." Strong cang cudi rang
r0, "Sau do6 chung to61 ndi1 véi cau ta, bd do1 dac chung khong phai noi mudn
1a c6 thé vao dugc, cho di ciu ta ¢ mot ngudi cha rat danh tiéng trong
quan do. Thé nhung White lai v vai ciu ta va noi, “néu ¢ mot ngay cau
tién vao dugc bd doi dic chung, khi ching ta lam nhiém vy, ciu chinh la
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nguol canh gac phia sau cua ching t6i1, 1a chién hitu ma ching to6i1 tin cay
nhat."

‘Cau chinh la nguodi canh gac phia sau cua ching t6i’, nhitng 161 nay
khién Sean siing so.

Pay 14 101 ma anh d3 noi trong 1an dau tién anh va y gip nhau.
To1 s€ trd thanh nguo1 bao vé phia sau lung anh.

Sean kh& nhéch miéng, giéng nhu nghe duoc cAdu mot chuyén dua hoang
duong nhat trén doi.

"Sean?" Strong nhin théy vé mit ctia anh bién d6i, "Cau sao vay?"

"Khong ¢6 gi." Sean tra tim anh chup cho dbi phuong, "Ciing khong
som, t6i nén trd vé phong."

"Ok, ngu ngon, Sean."
Ngay khi Sean sdp budc chan ra khoi phong, Strong nam lay anh,
“Sean.......... To61 nhan ra dugc Hawkins rat tin cdy cau, mong cau co6 thé co

gang hét strc bao vé an toan cho ciu ta."

"Chic chin rdi, trong vong 25 ngay con lai." Sean thuc sy nghiém tic
nhin vé phia Strong.

Anh di ling thimg duéi bau troi dém, chung quanh 13 linh gac di qua,
"Hey, brother! S6m mdt chut tré vé ngu a!"

Sean gio tay 1én dép lai.
Trai tim anh that nang né, tua hd tit ca moi loai ap luc ma Baghdad c6

thé gy ra cho anh tir trudc dén nay toan bo tap trung trong gidy phut nay.
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MObi ngay anh déu chip hanh nhiém vu nguy hiém dén cuc diém, khi
trong ddm nguoi c6 mot ngudi bt ky nhin thay anh, nguoi d6 c6 thé giy ra
cho anh cai chét. Khi c6 ngudi di vé phia anh, anh c6 thé s& chét. Khi c6
nguoi yéu cau anh dén mot noi ndo do, & d6 anh c6 thé sé& chét.

O noi day, anh gap Hawkins, mot ké chi chép nhat vao thé gio1 ma hin
théy, mot ké dién. Khi Sean phat hién minh da chiém duoc mét vi tri nho
nho trong cai thé gidi chi c6 bom cing Montero ctia Hawkins, anh c6 chut
tam dong, con c¢6 chut dic y. Nhung ma anh khéng hé nghi ra rang, c6 18

anh chi 1a mot ké khoac bong ‘White’ nén dugc bo vao thé gidi kia ma thoi.

Pi dén trude cira phong, cai nguoi dang khién 1ong anh gon song dang
ngoi yén trén bac thang.

"Cau di dau?" Hawkins ngtra dau, khong biét y da chd doi anh bao lau.
"T6i di hut thude." Sean khé nhich méi cudi, mé cura.

Hawkins rat it khi cho doi, boi vi y dem dai b0 phan thoi gian cua minh
dung vao viéc truy dudi Montero James.

Hién tai y dung thoi gian d6 dé cho doi anh, that 13 tran quy a.

Sau khi vao phong, anh m¢& den 1én. Hawkins néi: "Sau khi t61 giup cau
rra mat, chang phai cau da noi cau buon ngu?"

"T6i khong ngi dugc, cho nén lién ra di loanh quanh mot chut a." Sean
ngoi 1én mép giudng, "Sao, chang phai anh di vé phong? Sao lai quay lai?"

"Khong c6 gi. Chi 1a mudn nhin thdy cau." Hawkins di t6i, "Chung ta
cung nhau ngu di."
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"Trén cai giwong don chat hep nay?" Sean nhanh chong nam xudng,
chi€ém tron ca cai giudng, "Anh muon ngu thé nao day?"

Hawkins di dén, nim sat vao Sean, dau dit bén co anh, nguc hai nguoi
ké sat, phap phong, "Nhu vay 1a duge.”

Sean b1 sy c6 chap cua y khién muon bat cuoi, "Pugc ro1, dugc roi, toi
chtra mdt chut vi tri cho anh nam, nhung xin anh dung c6 nam de 1én nguoi

t6i thé nay, nhu vay hai ching ta ding ai nghi dén chuyén nga dugc.”

Hawkins nang nguoi day, Sean tré minh dich than vao sat tuong, quay
mit vao vach tudng. Canh tay cia Hawkins dwa vé phia anh, 6m lay anh.

Cay Thanh gia trén cd y roi xuéng, theo nhip hé hadp ma sat qua ¢ anh,
nhu c6 nhu khong.

T6i noi tdi s& trd thanh nguoi canh gac phia sau lung anh, vi thé anh
dem long tin cua anh chia cho t61.

Anh da n6i vi co6 t61 ¢ xa xa doi theo anh, cho nén anh cam thay an toan
va binh tinh.

Anh no1 anh thuc nhé to1.
Anh né1 muon vinh vién & bén toi.

Ky that t6i nghi sai rdi, bdi vi tat ca nhitng 101 nay khong c6 101 nao 1a
danh cho t6i het.

Hoc mat Sean cay x¢, anh nham mat lai.

Anh 1a mot nguot dan Ong, 1a mot nguot linh, vo s6 lan cung tur than doi
dién, anh déu chua tung roi 1€.
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Cho nén luc nay day, cling khong thé.

"Sean, cdu 1am sao vay?" Thanh 4m ctia Hawkins am tir dinh dau truyén
dén, canh tay y ciing khép lai cang chat.

"Khong sao, t61 muon ngu, tu anh can than dung nga xudng." Sean nhe
giong tra 101.

Toi s€ ti€p tuc cam stng dung ¢ phia sau anh, boi vi anh ma s¢ hai, boi
vi anh ma lo lang, dem hét kha nang dé bao v¢ anh.

Bé1 vi toi1 la déng ddi cua anh, boi vi to1 1a Sean, t61 yéu anh.
Nhung chi ¢ 25 ngdy cudi cung ndy..........

sksksk

Sang som 10:20, ti€u t6 cua Hawkins td1 mot chd ¢d kha nidng vui dia

Sean va cac dong do1 xudng xe, khu vyc nay da c6 quan tri an dia
phuong lam cong tac cach ly.

Mot linh my tré tudi dang trao d6i gi d6 véi hai nguoi ban xr, nguoi ban
xtt kia c6 18 mudn dem bao cat trén mat dat dat 1én xe déy cua anh ta. Bang
tiéc, mot ngudi ndi tiéng Anh, hai ngudi néi tiéng Ptrc, cin ban khong thé
trao doi.

Sau do, nguoi linh tré kia cui nguoi di giap nguoi dan ban xtr vac bao
cat trén mat dat 1én xe.

Sean huong vé phia nguoi linh kia kéu to: "Dung lai! Khong dugc cham
dén bat ctr thir gi!"
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Nhung dang tiéc, nguoi linh tré d3 dem bao cat nang 1én khoi mit dat,
mot tiéng nd, ba ngudi lién bién mat trong khoi bui.

Lai ¢6 binh linh muén chay dén, Sean kéu to: "Tat ca dting ¢ tai chd!
Khong ai dugc nhtic nhich!"

Jill 14y tay 6m tran, "Troi oi, t6i da rat nhiéu 1an bao cdo 1én quan doanh
dirng bao gid dua nhimg dtra ngde nay dén nira .......... Phong cach lich thiép
cua dan My khong thich hop vdi noi nay!"

Ma tiéng hét cua Sean ciing di khién nhiing binh linh tré tré nén an
phan hon nhiéu. Bon ho ciing ¢ vé hiéu ra rang noi nay khong phai 1a nude
M§ hoa binh, noi ndy mdi ngudi la mit déu cé thé tré thanh ké dich nguy

hiém cua ho.

Sean cung Jill rat nhanh chéng dan dung dung cu, Hawkins diéu khién
ngudi may tién lén.

Jill mudn vé xe lay nudc uong, Sean cling thay co chut khat nudce, vira
muon di1 theo lién bi Hawkins kéo lai.

"Lam sao vay?" Sean nghiéng nguoi v€ phia y, nhin vao man hinh diéu
khién, nghi rang nguoi may da phat hién ra thir gi.

"O bén canh t6i." Tay trai cua Hawkins nam chat lay c6 tay Sean, anh
mit y van dang nhin man hinh.

"T61 chi muon di uong nudce." Sean co6 chut bat dac di.
"Jill s€ lay dén." Hawkins ndm tay anh cang chat.

"Puoc ro1, dugce 161, to1 s€ & lai day, nhung anh khong can nam lay toi
nhu thé nay, rat ky quai."
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Nghe thay Sean cam doan, Hawkins m&i budng anh ra.

Nguoi may da phat hién ra dia 16i, kich nd no.

Nhiém vu lan nay dugc thyc hién kha thuan loi, ngoai trtr nguoi linh tré
bi n6 chét, nhung it nhat ké dién Hawkins da dung trinh ty binh thuong dén

khong thé binh thuong hon dé hoan thanh dot pha bom nay.

Nhung Sean 4m tham cam thdy dugc, Hawkins tua hd co gi d6 khong
yén long.

Loai khong yén long nay bat dau c6 tir khi y nhin thay Strong. Sean ¢6
thé tudong tugng duoc, so rang thir duy nhat ma Strong c6 thé dem dén cho

y ciing chinh 12 tri nhé vé White khong thé phai mo.

Tré lai quan doanh, luén luén doc lai doc vang Hawkins lai khién Sean
cung Jill kinh ngac khi y chu dong noi: "Ching ta di an di."

"Anh chac chan anh vira mé1 noi 1a ¢ ching ta ’?" Sean budn cuoi.

"Pung, chung ta." Y nam lay tay Sean, khong d¢ y dén Jill dang khoa
xe, di ra khoi ga-ra.

Nha an von khong c6 bao nhiéu nguodi, nhung Hawkins van yéu cau
Sean ngoi1 O trudc ban an cho.

Vai phut sau, y bung format va salat toi.
Sean c6 chit budn cudi, twra ho vi may ngay trudce luc ho di an, Jill chon
dung thr anh yéu thich ma Hawkins mua mot dong 16n nhung khong hé co

do dn ma Sean muon, nguotl nay s€ khong vi mudn “san bang ti s6” mai
muon 161 anh di an bita an nay di?
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Nho¢ t6i dém qua y chay t6i dm minh cung nhau ngu, Sean lai bdong cam
thdy Hawkins ky that lai dang ding mét loai phwong thirc thuc ngde nghéch
lay long anh.

Sean bong dang trao mot loai tAm tu mudn thir xem hu thuc, anh an hai
miéng format lai no1, "A, hom nay khong c6 bot vani a.......... Format phai

an voi bot vani mdi ngon..........

Tuy trach 1a trach vAy, nhung anh biét tir trudc dén nay bép an vén
khong dung bot vani voi format.

Hawkins ding day, di 1§y mdt binh nho bot vani dén.

Sean nhin thay y dua bot vani dén trudc mat minh, thuc sy mudn hoi rot
cudc la y bi lam sao vay?

Bita t6i troi qua trong bau khong khi quai la.

Luc sau, Jill cling di vao nha an, chon d6 an xong tat nhién la ngoi
xuong bén canh Sean.

"A, la format a, cau qua that an khong biét chan." Jill chon tring cudn
thit.

"Aha, trimg cuon thit! To1 dén day lau nhu vay mai chi an duoc cé ba,
bon lan!"

"Puong nhién, lam khong dé hon nita hét rat sém, ném thir mot miéng?"
Jill cat mot miéng cho Sean, "Pung rdi, an xong to61 cho cau xem mot thir."

"Cai gi vay?" Sean vura an vua hoi, phia doi dién, Hawkins van dang cat

miéng thit trong dia, dong tac thong tha luu loat, c6 diéu Sean rat mudn hoi
y, thit d4 sap bi cit thanh sgi nho, y dinh khi nao thi méi bé vao miéng an?
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"Ky tich trén sa mac." Jill ra vé than bi, "Cau dén nhin sé& biét."
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Chwong 46

Con dao an ctia Hawkins dé lai mét vét cit bén nhon trong long dia,
Sean cung Jill déng loat ngang dau nhin y, sau d6 thay y tram mic bat dau
dem d6 an trong dia boé vao miéng.

An xong, Sean theo Jill di r6i.

Vira di, Sean vira cdm nhan dugc anh mat Hawkins dudi theo sau lung
minh, 4nh mit co hod dot ra hai cai 16 trén lung anh.

Jill ¢6 ¥ ghé lai bén tai Sean, "Cau c6 cam thdy Hawkins dic biét khong
thich chung ta néi chuyén véi nhau? Tur khi t6i budc vao nha an, t6i lién
cam thay con dao n cua anh ta khéng phai dang cit thit trong dia ma 1a cat
trén xuwong cdt cua t61."

"Co6 khung khiép dén vay sao?" Sean budn cuoi.

"Puong nhién 13 ¢6." Jill dua Sean vao phong, trude cira s6 c6 mot bon
hoa nho, anh ta léy no dat trudc mat Sean, "La bac ha, to61 da gieo that lau,
xem no van khong cé dong tinh gi, con tudng rang khong song duogc, ai biét
budi sang hom nay phat hién tén nhoc con nay lai 16n nhiéu nhu vay ."

Sean nhén lay, ldy ngén tay cham nhe vao 14 bac ha, né nhe nhang lay
dong vai cai, tan mat ra mui thom ngat: "Trudc kia toi ciing trong mot ciy o

cua so."

"Vay sao? O bo doi dic ching?" Anh mét Jill trim xuéng, c6 diéu anh
ta lai dang dua lung vé phia Sean.

"A Khong phai, khi t61 con chua nhip ngii." Vincent ¢ can cu
khong quan T25 timg trong, khong phai Sean.
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"Thich thi cam di." Jill cuoi.

"Anh dac biét dem hat giéng bac ha dén Baghdad dé tré)ng, that vat va
né méi nay mam, anh lai ting cho t6i?"

"Cam di." Jill phat phat tay, "T6i.......... Trude kia & T25 c¢6 mot dong doi
ludn thich dit mot bon bac ha nho nho nhu vay & ctra s6. Sau d6 han chét &
Baghdad, toi lién tu hoi khong biét trén cira s6 phong han c6 phai ciing lai

"

c6 mdt chau bac ha nho nhé nhu luc trudc hay khong.........
Sean nhin Jill.
o) khong quan can cu, Jill 1a mot chang dep trai c6 tiéng, cuo1 rd 1én dac
biét mé nguoi. Luc d6 Vincent con khong thay Jill thuan mat, nhung gid
phut nay Sean nhin thay anh ta, bdng nhién c6 mdt loai xac dong mudn 6m

léy anh ta that chat.

Anh muon noéi: "Nguoi anh em, dung khd s¢ nhu vay, toi chinh la
Vincent."

Nhung anh biét minh khong thé noi, bdi vi chuyén nay that su rat vo
van .

"Cam on, Jill." Sean mim cuo1, "To61 s€ cham soc noé that can than."

Sean bung bon bac ha di khoi phong Jill lién thdy mot ngudi miéng
ngam diéu thudc di ngang qua khu ky tic x4 nay.

"Andrew?" Sean goi mt tiéng.
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Do6i phuong quay mat dau lai, dudi anh trang ciing khong may sang roi,
Sean théy mot vét thuong trén mat anh ta.

"Anh lam sao vay? Andrew?"

béi phuong khé€ cudi cudi, "HOm nay.......... C6 mdét nhi€ém vu." Anh ta
di to1, ding bén canh Sean.

"Co thé 1am anh bi thuong, nhiém vy nay khong don gian. Cac anh di
dep phan tir c6 vil trang?"

"Hr, xem nhu Béc khu ¢4 16n ." Andrew nhudng mi, "Van khi cua t61
tdt 1am, co6 ba phat danh 1én 4o chéng dan, nhung mdt déng do1 cua to1 bi
thuong ¢ bap chan."

"Nghiém trong khong?"

"Khong thuong ton dén xuong cdt, duoce truc thang dua dén bénh vién,
chimg nira thang s& tro vé." Andrew di dén trudc cira phong minh, "Vao
ngdi mot lac?"

Sean git dau, tuy rang vét seo 1a huan chuong ctia nam nhi, nhung anh
van quyét dinh cho Andrew béi thudc, boi vi tén kia tuyét ddi s& khong dé
tam dén vét thuong trén mit minh.

Pem bac ha dat trén ban, Sean nhin quanh phong. Andrew mac du xét
vé tinh cach thi cung Hawkins co thé no6i mot tréi mot vuc, nhung bon ho
c6 mot diém giong nhau 1a phong cta ho dugc sip xép muoi phan mudi
sach s& ngin nap.

Sean 1ay hom thudc tir trong ngan tu ra, ldy bang gac cing bang dan.

Pau tién 1a rira sach miéng vét thuong, sau d6 Sean cat 1dy mot doan

bang gac thich hop, dit 1én bén ngoai vét thuong.
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Khuon mét Sean nghiéng nghiéng, hoi thé cia hai nguoi cham vao nhau
trong khong khi, cham rai hoa hop lam mét. Khi Sean budng tay xudng, anh
m&i phat hién Andrew van nhin anh chim chu.

Anh mit anh ta d3 khong con vé nghién ngdm thuong khi, bdi vi né bay
gi0 vO cung nghi€ém tic ma tham thuy.

Sau d6 anh ta khé gian moi cuoi, dung giong di¢u dua gidon noi: "Vira
ro1 cau nghiéng dau di nhu vay khién t61 nghi .......... Céau muodn hoén to1."

Sean rii mi mat xudng, lay bang gac va nudc thudc bo vao hom, "Than
kinh hai hudc cua anh phat trién ngoai y mudn!"

Andrew nghiéng nguoi vé phia trudc, chop mili cach Sean cang ngay
cang gan, ma Sean theo ban ning ngira vé phia sau, mot ban tay chong 1én
mép giudng. Giong Andrew rat tram thap, cham rai tan ra trong khong khi,
"Sean, cau biét khong.......... Khi moi ngudi nghe thdy nhitng 10i ho khong
muén nghe, ho s& ty an Gi minh rang d6 1a sy hai hude."

"Andrew.......... " Sean mudn dung 18n, lai bi d6i phuong dé 13y ba vai.

"Ngay d6, toi dd nhin thay ddu vét trén cd cau. Do khong phai 1a vét
mudi Baghdad d6t, ciing khong phai 1a vét vai dét ctia gbi dau han lai, ma 1a
dau vét do mot nguoi dan 6ng dé lai." Andrew van duy tri y cuoi, nhung
Sean lai cam thay ap bach.

Sean nuot khan, strc quan sat cia Andrew la vo cung sac bén, bat ké anh
cO cO0 gang che giau moi quan h¢ cua minh va Hawkins bao nhi€u, bi

Andrew phat hién cling chi la chuyén sém hay mudn.

"Pung vy, 13 anh ta." Sean cham rai ngdi ngay ngan lai, khong hé lang
tranh anh mat cta d6i phuong.
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"Nhu vy han c6 thé, vi sao toi khong thé?"

Nhitng 161 nay khién Sean n¢ nu cuoi, "Tin t61 di, t61 cung Hawkins
.......... tra nhu mot vu tai nan."

"Vay con toi thi thé nao? Sean?" Ban tay dit trén vai anh cang thém
dung stre, "Cau han 1a biét rd."

"Pung vay, t0i biét 1d." Sean dimg 1én, "Nhung dé cho ching ta vinh
vién 1a ban bé chang phai rat tot sao? Anh han phai biét, c6 mot vai tha mot
khi d3 v& s& khong bao gio han gan lai duoc nira."

Sean di ra ctra, giong Andrew dudi theo anh, "Sean, ciu da thay doi."

"A? Tu luc nao?"

"T6i khong biét.......... C6 18 tir lac céu bi ngd chan thuong dau." Nu
cuoi cua Andrew c6 chut trao phing.

"C6 18 tir phat d6, t6i von 1a khong phai 1a Sean ma anh ting biét. Ngu
ngon, Andrew." Sean dong cura lai.

Thé gi6i nay vén hoang duong.

Anh tir Vincent bién thanh Sean. Andrew quyén luyén Sean “luc dau”,
Jill tim kiém hinh bong ciia Vincent trén ngudi Sean, ma Hawkins thi xuyén
thau qua Sean nhin thidy White..........

Nhu vay minh rot cude 12 ai? Sean, Vincent, hay 1a White?

Sean ngira dau, hai chdn may cau lai thainh mot dudng cong khé ma,
anh mudn tho dai, lai khong biét phai tho dai vi 18 gi.

Di dén cira phong minh, Sean thdy Hawkins.

https://thuviensach.vn



Tén kia lai ngdi ¢ trén bac thang, Thuong dé a, Hawkins s& khong quyét
dinh bat dau tir hom qua tré di, mdi tdi déu dén phong anh ngi diy chir?

"Lam sao vay? Pung no1 véi to1 rang anh lai muon cung to1 chen chuc
trén mot cai givong ngu." Sean ding trudec mat y, 6m canh tay, khong co y
dinh mo ctra.

"Khong thé?" Hawkins ngang dau 1én, "Cau & chd Jill lau nhu vay?"

"Khong, trén duong tré vé toi gip Andrew." Nhic toi Jill, Sean 1ap tirc
nhd t6i bon bac ha ctia minh con dit trén ban trong phong Andrew.

"Budi to1 cua cau thuc ban ron." Khuon mat cia Hawkins bi che khuat
trong bong t01, thay khong ro lai c6 mdt loai hap dan ngudi tim kiém nhin
cho 0.

"Anh ta bi thuong, t6i chi giup anh ta xir Iy vét thuong." Sean khong
biét vi sao minh phai giai thich cho ddi phuong nghe, c6 thé béi anh cam
nhan duoc & Hawkins sy bat an nén c6 chut mém long.

Lewis noi khong sai, Hawkins ky that rat c6 doc. Cai chét ciia White
khién y quen véi loai ¢6 doc nay. Khi Sean xuat hién, theo y nghia nao d6

ma noi, da danh v& loai théi quen nay.

"T61 muodn ngu cung voi cau." Nhitng 101 nay, Hawkins noéi rat kién
dinh.

Sean cam thay minh phai n61 "Anh thich ngt noi nao tuy anh, ngoai trir
giuong cua t6i", nhung cudi cung anh vin mé cira dé y theo vao.

Chi con hon ba tuan, t61 s€ thuan theo trai tim minh ti€p tuc 6m lay thi
tinh yéu nuc cudi nay vdi anh.
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Sean nam vao phia giap tuong, Hawkins nghiéng ngudi 6m anh, ban tay
vong qua gy Sean 16i anh vao 1ong, sau d6 1a mot cai hon moi, tha thiét
nong nan, khi né bat dau chuyén sang cudng nhiét, Sean day ludi Hawkins
ra ngoai.

"Ching ta can nghi ngoi, hon kich liét trude khi ngii khong thich hop
dai ndo nghi ngoi." Sean cti dau vao nguc Hawkins, anh biét chi c6 nhu
vy méi binh phuc duoc ndi bat an cua ddi phuong, néu khong chi so
Hawkins s& dung phuong thirc cuc doan dén ép budc anh.

G106 day Sean c6 chut so hai cung Hawkins lam tinh. Lic trude 1a vi
khang cuy cam giac ap dao tir y, hién tai 1a bdi vi anh khong hy vong

Hawkins muon than xac anh di giit 1ay mot nguoi khéc.

ft nhat, mot dém nay troi qua binh tinh, Sean nga ngon, ngoai trir viéc
than thé van bi ¢6 dinh trong khong gian qué mirc nho hep.

Hawkins tinh lai sém hon anh, tay y cham rai vuét ve mai toc anh, méi
hon Ién tran va chép miii anh, khi y muon dung vao moi anh, Sean tinh lai.

"Toi cang mong mai hién tai cai givdng cla toi co thé cho toi dang rong
chan tay." Anh khong hiéu, Hawkins r6t cudc 1am cach ndo dé ca mot dém
nam nghiéng vé mot phia ngt, hon nita canh tay van ludn 6m lay anh, y
thuc sy da ngu hay sao?

Hawkins thie nghe 101 buéng Sean ra, dimg day ngdi 1én ghé.

Sean than lai thit lung mot cach sang khoai, Hawkins c&t nhu vy lang
lang nhin anh.

"07:20, anh khong quay vé tim rira mot chut sao?" Sean hoi y.

Hawkins gat dau, di ra cua, "Lat nira gap."
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Luc cira md, y nhin thdy mot bon bac ha dé trén bac thang.
"Sean, day la cai gi?"

"A, bac ha cua t61!" Sean ding 1én, that can than nang bon bac ha Ién
dem vao phong.

Andrew t6i1 lac nao? Sang nay, hay 1a dém qua sau khi anh rdi1 khéi anh
ta lién dudi theo & phia sau?

Co I€ anh ta da thay Hawkins ngdi ¢ ctra cho anh, cho nén mdéi dé lai
bac ha ¢ cra ma khong go cua.
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Chwong 47

Ca truc ctia bon ho dén qua trua thi két thuc, tiéu to cia Seo dén tiép
nhan cong tac.

Ma hom nay ciing 1a ngay bon ho phai di lam danh gia tam 1y.

Tién s Grey ngoi trong van phong, 6ng ta nghi cong tac ciia minh ngay
hom nay s& khong may thuan loi, nhung ngoai dy doan 1a ddi tuong 6ng ta
can ¢b vin hom nay lai ty dong tim dén ong ta.

Khi Hawkins ngdi xubng trudc mit ong ta, Tién si Grey co6 du cam
khong lanh, mdi 1an Hawkins chu dong tim dén 6ng ta nhat dinh khong co
chuyén tét.

"P3 lau khong gip, Hawkins." Tién si Grey tuoi cudi, "Gan day khoe
khong? Cé cam giac phién mudn mudn phat tiét?"

"Co, bdi vi cong viéc ma toi khong thé tan tinh lam cau ta." Khi noi,
Hawkins ngay cd con mat déu khong chép.

Tién si Grey ho khan, "Téi nghi rang van dé nay khong nam trong kha
ning giai quyét cia t6i. Toi tin tudng bang vao kha ning kién nhan kinh
nguol cua anh, han 14 anh s& khong vi thé ma mudn tu sat hodc giét sach
nhiing ké khién anh ngtra mat?"

"Co6, Andrew cung Jill."
"B&i vi bon ho than thiét voi Sean qua ?" Tuy rang Tién si Grey cam
thay Hawkins 12 mot nan d¢, nhung 6ng ta khong thé phii nhan, doi khi van

dé tam 1y cuia Hawkins c6 thé coi nhu lac tha duy nhat cua ong ta trudc
Baghdad budn té nay.
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"Khong, boi vi bon ho thich cau ta."

Tién si Grey nhin xuong, "Hawkins, t61 cling khong c6 cach nao khién
bon ho khong thich cau ta. Con c6 van dé gi khac hay khong?"

"To61 gap Strong.......... Chién hitu trudc kia ctia White. Sau do6 toi bat
dau nam mo, mo thiy canh White budc vio toa nha ay, t6i khong ngimg la
hét ngan can anh ta dimg di vao, nhung anh ta khong nghe thay 1o t6i."

"Sau d6? Két qua c6 gidong nhu sy that timng xay ra hay khong?"

Hawkins im ling vai gidy, "T6i khong thiy dugc két qua, Sean lay tinh

A "

to1.

"Hai nguoi tién trién khong to1 a, it nhat khi anh dang ngu, cdu ta da &
canh anh."

"Béi vi khong mudn lai mo dén gidc mo dé nén t61 hi vong lac ngu,
Sean s€ luon ¢ bén canh t61." Hawkins nghiéng d1 mat, suy nghi cua y tua
ho xuyén qua vach tuong bay vé mot noi xa xam.

"Anh ndm mo dén giac mo do, cé thé vi anh da gap lai Strong, hoac la

"Hodc la cai gi?"

"White 1a thtr qua khir anh mudn gilr léy nhung lai bat lyc. O hién tai,
anh con c6 tht gi d6 mudn giit chat, anh cam thay anh ciing sap khong thé
gilt dugce nd nita, cho nén gidc mo d6 chinh 1a mot diém bao ma tir trong
tiém thirc anh mudn tu canh bao véi minh." Tién si Grey nghiém tiic nhin y,
"Suy nghi mot chut, tot cing 12 anh muén gi?"
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"Vi t61 van khong tim dugc Montero James?" Hawkins nhiu may, anh ta
c6 vé cling khong may xéac dinh céi dap an nay.

"Toi khong thé tra 10i thay anh, Hawkins." Tién si Grey cui dau bat dau
ghi bao céo danh gia tam 1y, "Béi vi dap an chi c6 minh anh biét."

Sau khi Hawkins roi khoi hon mét gio dong ho, Sean dén.

"Chao Sean." Tién si Grey quan sat vé mat cia Sean, nhiéu lic Sean
cling khong thich Tién si Grey, boi vi ong ta thuong xuyén cé thé nhin thau
mot sO chuyén ma ngay ca ban than anh cling khong ro.

"Chao, bac si." Dé tiét kiém thoi gian, Sean chu dong hudng Tién si
Grey thang thian, "Cho ti bay gio, t6i khong mubn tu sat, ciing khong
muon s& gidng bat ctr ké nao nd sting cho ha gian, toi tran ngap ky vong d6i
v6i viéc miy tuan nira s& chim dit nghia vu tai Baghdad, hy vong trong
thoi gian nay t6i khong gip su c6 ma xong doi."

Tién si Grey hé miéng: "Nhung tdm 1y ciia anh khong thé tich cuc toan
b, ludn ludn phai c6 mot phan tiéu cuc ¢ trong do."

"Pung vay.......... Hai ngay trudc c6 mot tan binh b1 dia 161 nd chét, ta
cam thay rat dang tiéc cho cu ta."

"DPay la duwong nhién."

"Nhung chi 1a dang tiéc ma thoi." Sean cuoi, vé mit ciia anh dang noi
chinh anh twa ho ciing khong hiéu néi minh , "Néu 1 trudc day t6i s& mo
thiy 4c mong, t6i s& gidng nhitng binh linh khdc muén tién Ién ciru cau ta
ma khong phai 13 ho 16n yéu cau moi ngudi dung yén tai chd, tham chi toi
c6 cam giac néu khong ai nhic tdi chuyén nay toi s& quén ngay chuyén cé
mot nguoi déng doi ting bi nd tan xac trudc mat toi."

"Cau la mot 1ao binh, da trai qua rat nhiéu. Cau da co6 thoi quen.”
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"Nhung t61 khong mudn quen." Sean lac lac dau, "Chuyén nay noi lén
rang to1 dang tré nén chét lang. Hién gid t61 muon roi khéi Bangdad nhiéu
hon bat ctr luc nao hét!"

Tién si Grey cau may, ong ta hoi mot cau voi thai do rat khong tu nhién:
"Vay con Hawkins? V&i anh ta, cau khong chi c6 tinh cam déng do1 ma
thoi, ding khong?"

"Pung, di voi anh ta, t6i khong chi ¢ tinh cam dong doi, diém Ay toi
thtra nhan." Sean cuoi, ky that con hon ca su chét lang trude sinh to cua
déng loai, Hawkins méi 1a nguyén nhan chu yéu khién anh muébn roi di
Baghdad.

"Sau khi cau ro1 khoi Baghdad, cau cé thé s& trd lai bo doi dic chung
hodc s€ c6 mdt doan thoi gian nghi ngoi, nhung cau s€ khong gap lai duoc
Hawkins, anh ta s& bi diéu dén Sudan, ciu cling biét chuyén do roi déy."

Sean dat tay 1én ban, chong cam, "Béac si, vi sao t6i lai cam thay ong vo
cung - vO cung - vo cung muodn to6i cung Hawkins thanh d6i nhi?"

Tién si Grey khong nghi toi Sean lai nhin thau sudt thu phép tdm 1y 4m
chi ctia ong ta d6i v6i anh, duong nhién 6ng ta khong hé dé 16 bat ctr su
kinh ngac nao, "C6 1& vi khi hai ngudi cac cau & cung nhau s& khién cho
nguoi ngoai nhin vao c¢d cam giac dic biét, khién ho nghi hai nguoi thanh
d6i cing khong phai 1a mot y kién t6i.”

"Cam giac dic biét nhu thé ndo?" Sean nhin cham chiam Tién si Grey.
Mot gidy do, trai tim tién si Grey run 1én, 6ng ta phat giac trong 1an néi
chuyén nay, Sean dang ddo khach thanh chu, néu tiép tuc, chi sg cude doi

thoai gilra 6ng ta va Hawkins trung tuéng nhét dinh sé bai 10.

"Rat nhi€u chuyén kho co6 thé néi thanh 161, cau can ty minh tim hiéu."
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Sean ding day, nhin tién si Grey, nhun vai, "Noi tom lai, t61 muon vé
nha. O noi nay khién t6i cang ngay cang khong rd lam chinh minh 1a ai."

Tién si Grey dung mot chut, "Cau la Sean Elvis a!"

"Khong biét trong danh sach cac ching bénh c6 thé bi mac sau chién
tranh c6 tAm than phén liét hay khong?" Sean binh than di ra van phong.

Tién si Grey nhiu may, 6ng ta c6 mot loai du cam, tya ho c6 gi do thoat
ly quy dao von cé sdap bung no.

Ma mot khi bung nd, lai khong thé ciru van.
Ngay khi tién s Grey ngan nguoi, dién thoai ctia 6ng ta vang .

"Hawkins? To1 tuong rang cudc tro chuyén cua chung ta da xong. Anh
con gi can to1 ¢O van?"

"Sean no6i gi d6?"

Tién si Grey cudi, "Anh yén tdm, tAm 1y ciia ciu ta thuc binh thudng."

Pau kia tram mic, Tién si Grey danh phai tiép tuc bd sung: "Ciu ta ciing
gidng nhu mdi mot 130 binh, khat vong cong viée cham dut, khat vong vé
nha, khang cu chét lang."

"Khong chi ¢6 thé." Hawkins noi.

Tién si Grey suy tu, ong ta ciing mo ho hiéu dugc Sean c6 diém nao do
khong giéng trudc ddy, "Nhu vay anh phai cho t6i biét, cai “khéng chi” ma

anh n6i d6 con bao ham y gi khac?"

"Tor.......... Cam thay cau ta muon ro1 khoi t61."
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Grey bat cuodi, "Hawkins, con c6 chua day ba tuan nira, nghia vu tai
Baghdad cua cau ta sé cham dut, cau ta s€ tré vé nudc ma anh cling s¢ bi
diéu di Sudan, cac anh s€ tam thoi tach ra."

Ngoén tay Hawkins bop chit 1dy dién thoai, "Roi khoi Baghdad, toi s&
mat cau éy."

"Vay lai di tim cdu ta, bat ldy cau ta. Pay khong phai 1a chuyén rat don
gian hay sao?"

"Puoc ro1." Hawkins cham dut dién thoai.

Ma Sean tro lai ky tac x4 khong dugc bao lau, lién bj si quan phuc trach
EOD - Sehir Trung giao - goi vao van phong.

Pay 1a 1an dau tién anh gip mit trd chuyén véi Sehir, tuy rang chua noi
tGi hoi hop, boi vi Sean di vao Baghdad hon tdm muoi ngdy nay biéu hién
coi nhu khong t6i, nhung anh ¢6 td mo, ddi phuong rét cudc mudn noi gi
voi anh? S€ khong phai 1a tam 1y danh gia khong duoc thong qua?

Sehir thuc than mat. Néu noi gid ddy Hawkins 1a nhan vat huyén thoai
ctia EOD, nhu vy mudi ndm trude Sehir ciing 13, 6ng ta d3 hoa giai mot sd
loai bom thoi d6 thuce hiém théy nhung hié¢n tai lai thuong xuyén gap duoc.

"Moi ngdi, Trung si Elvis. Py chi 1a mot 1an ¢ van néi chuyén thuc
binh thuong ma théi." Nhin thdy Sean nghiém trang cli chao, Sehir cudi

moi1 anh ngdi1 ¢ doi dién.

"Trung si Elvis, dot ludn chuyén cta anh rat nhanh s& chdm dut, ding
khong?"

"Pung vay, Trung giao, néu sau hon hai muoi ngay nira t61 van con song
sot."
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"Nhu vay sau do, anh c6 tinh toan gi khong?"

Sean c6 chit kho hiéu, chiang 1& anh biéu hién qua vi dai, Sehir mudn
anh tiép tuc ¢ lai EOD?

"Khong co, cé I€ to1 s€ nghi ngo1 mot thoi gian, sau do tré vé bd doi dac
chung quan du bi, hodc la xuat ngii di."

Trude mat Sehir c6 mot tap tai liéu, ngdén tay 6ng ta nhe nhang co xat
bén canh tua hd dang tuy hoi diéu gi, "Trung si Elvis, anh c¢6 dong ¥ di
Sudan khong?"

"Sudan?"

"Pung vay. Tinh hubéng ¢ Sudan so v6i Baghdad tot hon nhiéu lim, tuy
rang cling can EOD, nhung anh ciing biét day, nhiém vu ciing khong thuong
xuyén c6 nhu & day, cc loai chat nd ciing khong quéa kho giai quyét."

"V1i sao lai tuyén t61? Trong doi quan du bi cua bd ddi dac chung co rat
nhiéu nguoi khac c6 thé chon." Sean bdng nhién 10 mo cam giac duoc
chuyén gi dang dién ra, anh nhé 13 chd cong tic & Baghdad chim dut,
Hawkins s& nghe theo 10i cta cha anh ta dén Sudan, "C6 phai vi Howard
Hawkins?"

"Pung vay." Sehir gat dau, "Anh ta rat coi trong anh, bt dau tir lac nhin
thay tu liéu ctia anh, anh ta da chi dong yéu cau toi diéu anh dén cho

minh."

"Cat gi?" Sean khong that hiéu, chéng 1& anh xudt hién & tiéu doi cua
Hawkins 13 do y cht dong yéu cau?

"Pung vay, lac do tiéu doi cta anh ta vira co mot doi vién ...
anh biét dy........ Sau d6 ky that toi da rat dau dau xem dua ai dén cho anh
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ta méi tot, boi vi rat nhiéu ngudi sau khi dén tiéu t6 cta anh ta khong bao
lau s& viét don xin thuyén chuyén. T6i tim anh ta dén néi chuyén, sau d6
anh ta thdy ho so anh chup cta anh dit trén ban, va roi anh ta noéi voi toi
mudn nhin hd so cua anh, sau dé nita, anh ta noi véi toi, ‘Diéu nguol nay
dén chd t6i’." Sehir nhin Sean, "Sean, anh thuc dic biét. Hai ngay trudc
Hawkins toi tim t6i, hy vong khi anh ta di Sudan anh van tiép tuc 1 hop tac
cua anh ta, t61 that sy kinh ngac."
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Chwong 48

Sean stmg st ngdy nguoi trong chdc lat, sau d6 quay dau di, phat ra
tiéng cuoi nhao, "Ngai néi khong sai, trung gido.......... To1 qua that du dac
biét.......... "

"Nhu vay cdu c6 dong ¥ hay khong? Toi sé& cho cau thoi gian can nhic,
cdu khong can ngay 1ap tirc tra 101."

"Cam on, tdi s& suy nghi ky. Gip lai sau, trung giao." Sean lam nghi 1&
chao roi xoay nguoi di.

Ra khoi ctra 13 4nh mat troi chéi chang ctua Baghdad, anh nang chiéu
xudng nhitng vat dung bang kim loai khién ngudi ta khéng mé mat ma nhin
thang duoc.

Sean nhim mét lai, ban tay ndm chit dén ndi cac khép xuong bit dau
trang nhot.

Anh d3 sém biét chuyén minh cung Hawkins twa nhu mot hdi sai 1am,
nhung anh that khong ngd hoi sai 1am nay bt so voi trong tudng tuong cla
anh con sém.

Anh nghi n6 bat dau tir luc anh ding & trudéc mit Hawkins néi “Toi s&
tr¢ thanh nguoi bao vé sau lung anh’, nhung ky that 1a ngay tu khi Hawkins
thay anh chup trén ho so ctia anh, né di bat dau.

Vao ltc Sean tham chi con khong biét Hawkins ton tai.

Tam anh trén ho so kia han 1a v6 cing giéng White di, cang mién ban
bon ho déu xuat than tir bd doi dic chung.
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Tat ca moi co6 chap cua Hawkins danh cho anh, phan nhi€u chinh la
mudn muon Sean dé€ luu lai hinh bong cua nguoi kia trong 1ong.

Sean xoe hai ban tay ludn vao trong toc, vudt nguoc 1én roi bam chat
lay, anh rat kho qua*, that su. (* twong duong véi dau kho, ban loan, khong
biét 1am thé nao.)

Nhung anh s€ khong dé minh sa vao trong loai cam xuc nay, bdi vi mot
binh linh cam xtc bat on & trén dat Baghdad nay 1a dé& dang tr vong nhat.
Anh 14 t6 vién ctia Hawkins, vo ludn Hawkins 6m ép tam tinh nhu thé nao
ddi véi anh, anh s& trude sau nhu mot chép hanh st ménh cua minh, théng
dén ngay cudi cing cua dot nghia vu cham dut.

Vura mé1 hit vao mdt hoi lién dung vao mot nguoi, Sean voi vang do lay
d6i phuong: "Thuc xin 16i! Toi mai suy nghi qua!"

"Khong c6 viée gi, chi can luc dd bom anh c6 thé ding nghi chuyén gi
khac 1a duge." Nguoi ma Sean dung vao 1a Eric Kul, d6i phuong chi khé
nang lai kinh mét, nho nhd cudi nhin vé phia Sean, "Pung roi, dot nghia vu
ctia anh sap xong?"

"Pung vay, con hon hai muoi ngay, néu to1 con cé thé song trg veé."
Moi Eric khé€ cong 1én thanh mot nu cuoi kho dai, 1ay ra mdt cudn s6
tay "To1 cling sap tré v€ nudc, cho anh s6 dién thoai cua to6i nhé, ¢6 co hoi

chung ta c6 thé gip gd mot chut."

Anh ta giat to giéy ra, dua cho Sean, Sean nhin nhin, "Tét, khong thanh
van dé."

Budi chiéu Sean cung d6i ting thiét giap choi bong rd, sau khi vé ky tic
x4 tm rtra, an mot miéng sandwich lién mic quén trang di t6i phong Jill.
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Tén kia gan nhat sa vao mot loai tro choi thuc nhuoc tri, chinh la cai tro
danh rung trai cdy trén cay, anh ta c6 thé nam & trén giwong 6m PSP khong
an khong uong.

"Sean? C6 chuyén?" Jill mo cira rdi tiép tuc ngdi vé giudng, ngay ca anh
mat déu khong nang 1én.

"Ngu voi anh." Sean ty minh di dén bén giuong, 161 chan don ra, mat
hudng vach tudng khong thém nhic lai.

Jill nghe xong 101 nay, ngon tay run 1én, Game over.

Anh ta lay khuyu tay thtc thuc Sean, "Khong c6 viée gi dimg noéi lung
tung! Tim t6i khong khoe dén nhu vay!"

Sean khé cuoi, "To61 ndi cung anh ngu lai khong c6 noéi cung anh lam
tinh, anh khan truong cai gi?"

Jill ném PSP Ién ban, nghiéng nguoi di méi c6 thé bao dam minh sé
khong nga xuong, "Cau lam sao vay? Dot nhién téi tim to1 ngu?”
"Bo1 vi ¢6 ngudi buoi to1 s€ dén chiém giuwdng cua t61."

Jill ddnh mot 4m thanh khinh thuong, "Cau la ngu ngbc a, hin chiém
giwdng cia ciu, cdu phai di chiém givong cua hin, nhu vy hai nguoi
chang phai déu c6 giwong nga?"

"Nhu vdy di, han chiém giudong cla toi, toi lai chiém giudng cia anh,
bang khong anh di chiém giudng cta han?" Sean ciing ldy tay khuyu tay
thuc thac Jill.

"Pi chiém giwdng cua Hawkins? Cau cho 1a t6i khong muén soéng roi
khoi Baghdad ?" Jill liéc cai xem thudng.
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Sean nhin vach tuong 16 ra vé bat dac di: "T61 van nghi ba cai chuyén
thoi nat gitra minh va Hawkins con khong c6 ngudi nhan ra dau."

"No6i ve ba cai chuyén thoi nat nay cua cau ......... To61 dam cé cai anh
chang Andrew bén b0 ddi dac chung ban bé cua cau cling da nhan ra, cho
nén anh ta mé1 cung Hawkins phan cao thap nhu vay."

"Y anh la Andrew cung Hawkins déu c6 ¥ véi t6i?"

"Chuyén nay con can t61 n6i ra sao? Chinh cau chang phai cling biét."
Jill kéo kéo khde migng.

"Néu toi 1a phu nit thi tt qua, ding bén ngoai nhin hai tén d6 danh
nhau, ngudi ndo thang 1 ¢ thé dan toi di." Sean nira dua nira that.

"V6 luan ciu la dan 6ng hay phu nit, cau cling khong phai 1 chién loi
pham ctia bt ctr ké nao." Jill khoan thai noi.

Sean ngén ra, khoe miéng ciing nhe nhang cong 1én, "Pung, cho nén toi
cling s& khong 1a thay thé pham cho bat cir ai."

Sean cung Jill, hai nguoi ¢ nhu vay dua lung vao nhau nam trén chiéc
giuong chat hep.

"T61 mudn ngu, di tat den."
"Peén l1a cau muon tat, vi sao to1 phai di lam?"

"T6i ngd & bén trong anh ngli & bén ngoai, thé nay anh di tat dén chang
phai thuan tién hon hay sao?"

Jill bat dac di dung 1én, tat dén ban.

Hai nguoi lung dan lung.
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"Nay, Jill.......... Liéu ching ta c6 thé van gibng nhu bay gid, dem sau
lung giao cho d6i phwong, cho nhau long tin?"

"Co thé, néu day la di€éu cau muon.......... " Trong bong dém Jill nhe
nhang cuoi, "T61 s€ khong giong bon ho, khién cau phién ndo."

Cau phia sau rat nhe, giéng nhu ty thi thao, Sean nghe ciing khong 6
may.

Buoi to1 chin gid, Hawkins lién giong nhu Sean du kién di téi trude clra
phong anh.

Y g0 ctra vai cai, khong ai dap.

Hawkins tiép tuc gd, van khong ai dap. Di dén trude cira s6, qua do cod
thé thay bén trong toi den, tya ho chii nhan khong &. Y lai nhu méy budi toi
hom trude, ngdi xudng trén bac tam cap trudc cira phong.

Thoi gian chdm cham tréi qua, Hawkins nang déng ho 1én nhin, 1a
10:30, y lay di dong goi cho Sean, trong phong truyén dén tiéng chudng,
vang hon ba muoi gidy nhung khong ai tiép nghe.

Hawkins d6t mét diéu thudc, hat, sau d6 1a diéu tht hai, diéu tha
ba.......... Cudi cung ca bao thudc déu hut hét.

Tu thé cta y khong hé thay d6i, lung dya vao ctra phong, mii cho dén
hung dong.

skekek
Khi Sean roi khoi phong Jill, d6i phuong dung ngir khi phan nd noi:

"TO1 nay to1 tuyét doi s€ khong mé ctra cho cau vao. Giwong don ngu mdt
nguoi la du ron."
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Sean nhudng nhudéng may, di ra ngoai.

Khi anh di dén trudc cira phong minh, Hawkins ngdi & chd kia, anh mat
dimg trén nguoi anh, ap luc khong hé che lap, khién Sean theo ban ning
ngimg ho hap.

"Di dau." Hawkins ngdi & chd kia khong hé nhic nhich, Sean lam nhu
khong sao ca, lay chia khéa mé ctra, budc qua bén canh y, di vao.

"Khoéng di dau, & chd ban bé ngtt mot dém." Luc vao cira Sean lién cht
¥ t6i déng tan thudc, ky that anh that sy khong ngd Hawkins s& & noi do
cho anh ca mot dém.

Nhung ciing c6 thé tudng tuong, ngudi nay chd cang lau, tinh tinh cling
s€ cang kho chiu.

Luc lay ra coc dung nudc va khan mat, chuan bi di rira mat, Sean bi
Hawkins tum lai.

"Céu cd y?"
"Xem nhu di."

"Cau dang gian t6i? Vi cai gi?" Hai dau 1ong may Hawkins hinh thanh
mot vong roi ram, y tua hd cam nhéan duge su bién hoa trong cach doi xir
ctia Sean ddi véi minh, tuy bon ho van 1a chién hiru nhu cii, Sean sé& tan hét
strc Iyre bao ho y, nhung 1a c6 gi d6 khong giéng lc trudc.

Anh mat Sean dao qua han c6 y, liy tay khéu 1én cdy thanh gia, "Tha

nay co thé cho to1 khong? Noi1 khong chung Chua s€ bao vé té1 song qua
hon hai muoi ngay cuoi cung nay."
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Hawkins d¢ lai tay Sean: "Thir ndy khong duoc! O cung toi cAu nhat
dinh c6 thé binh an roi di Baghdad."

"Clr nhu vay di." Sean rut tay ra, "T61 di rra mat ."

"Sean." Hawkins van tiép tuc di theo phia sau anh, cho dii Sean nhin vao
guong bat dau danh ring, y van dung cach d6 khong xa, su chdm chu cia
anh nhin khién Sean c6 mot loai 40 gidc rang trai tim anh dan bi y nam chat
trong tay.

Sean nhd dam bot kem danh ring ra khoi miéng, "Hawkins, anh c6 thé
ding dimg phia sau t6i giéng nhu u hon vay duoc khong?"

Hawkins lai cang nhich lai gan Sean, ban tay dat trén that lung anh, nhe
v0 vé 16i Vi vao trong 40 anh.

Phia sau, da c6 may nguoi bung coc nudce lai day lam vé sinh buoi sang.

Sean dat coc nudc xudng, anh biét budce tiép theo Hawkins muon 6m lay
anh, y s€ khong dé y &nh mat cua nguoi khéc, trong long y chi c6 chuyén y
muodn lam.

"Anh can ¢ noi nay fuck to1 sao?" Sean quay dau lai, nang cam 1én.

May nguoi linh bén canh li€c nhin hai nguoi, cuoi. Co 1€ ho cam thay
Sean va Hawkins dang dua gidn, hodc la hai ngudi that su c6 quan hé tinh
nhan.

Hawkins khong néi 161 ndo, van nhin Sean, trong 4nh mat y c6 mot loai
cam xuc Sean chua gap qua bao gio, nhu 1a mgt hoc sinh tiéu hoc khong 1o
vi sao nguo1 ban gai nho cua cau ta lai phat gian véi cau ta.

"T61 héi anh can phai ¢ noi nay fuck t61 sao?" Sean nhin déi phuong,

hoi cling rat nghi€ém tuc, "Sau do t61 s€ hanh dong khong tién, lai sau do co
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vién dan ban t6i hodc 1a bom nd toi s& chay khong nhanh. C6 1€ anh no6i
khong sai, cing anh mot chd to6i that su cé thé nhanh chéong ro1 di
Baghdad!"

Khuon mit Hawkins khong c6 cam xtic gi, nhung trong anh mét da co
mot loai giat minh sung sot.

Sean cling ngdy ngan cd nguoi, anh khong nghi minh c6 thé no1 véi
Hawkins nhiing 161 nay.

Poi khi, Hawkins trong cam giac ciia anh giéng nhu mot cai bong bong
nudc, roi khoi Baghdad qua bong nay sé tan bién.

Nhung Sean tinh nguyén nghénh don su that.

Hawkins 1a nguoi dau tién Sean cam thay yéu dén thyc mau thuan, Sean
cling kinh ngac chinh minh dung dén cai tiéng "Yéu" nay.

Mudn yéu hay khong co 1& 1a mot chuyén thuc kho xt, Sean di timg
gidy dua, nhung vo ich, anh van thuong yéu y.

Cho nén Sean lya chon théa hi€p, duong nhién chi giéi han tai Baghdad.

Anh ty cho minh mét ky han, con lai hon hai muoi ngay, to61 s€ thanh
that ma yéu anh.

"Thyc xin 16i, Hawkins.......... " Sean tién 1én 6m lay y, "Toi chi 13 c6
chut phién long ma thoi."

Bén tai anh vang 1én tiéng hit sdu cia Hawkins, tya ho cai 6m nay cua

Sean rot cudc ¢ thé lam cho y an tim mot chut, y vuon tay dén, dem Sean
ghi l4y that chit.
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Chwong 49

"Néu cau khong thich toi di d& bom, toi s& dé cho ngudi may di."
Hawkins tua & bén tai Sean nhe giong noi.

Sean cuoi nhe, ban tay 6m lay phan gdy Hawkins.

"Néu phai dich than thao d& hodc 1a kich no, to6i cam doan s& mic trang
phuc phong ho."

"Gap phai trudng hop khong thé thao dd t6i nhat dinh sé& tro vé." Thanh
am ctia Hawkins van trong tréo lanh ling, nhung di c6 mot chat ty khuat
huong vi, diéu nay lam cho Sean cam thay dé khoc do cudi.

"Luc cau khong mudn cung t61 an ai, t61 cam doan khong lam bat cir
di€u gi, nhung hon moi va 6m khong tinh."

Sean cudi, it nhat nhitg hira hen nay, anh tin rang Hawkins ung thuin
voi riéng anh ma khong phai vé1 White.

"Puogc ro1, chung ta di nha an mua di€ém tam r61 di lam nhiém vu tho6i."
Sean nhe nhang budng Hawkins.

Do6i phuong nhin anh, cling mim mai hién 1én vé twoi cudi, tinh thuan,
khéng chut tu phu hay cao ngao, "Sean, dau gid' chiéu ching ta méi phai

thay ca."

Hawkins cudi khién Sean ngdy ngan ca ngudi, anh rat it thay y cuoi,
nhung moi lan y né nu cuodi déu lam cho nguoi ta 16a mat.

"Vay trd vé tiép tuc nga di." Sean quay dau lai, dung ban chai danh ring
chi vao y, "Bat qua anh quay vé phong cua anh, t6i ngu trén giudng cia
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n

tol.

Nhung cudi cung Hawkins van di dén phong Sean, con dai coi coi(1)
nam ¢ trén girong cua Sean.

"Gan day anh lam sao vay? Vi sao cur ludn phai dinh dén givong cua
t61?" Sean ngdi & mep giwong, kho hiéu hoi.

"Bad1 vi to1 thich mui cua cau, hon nira.......... Khi t61 [am 4c mdng cau s&
lay tinh t61." Hawkins vuon tay kéo Sean xuong, 6m lay anh.

"Hawkins, t6i c¢6 thé gitip anh tinh khéi 4c mong, nhung.......... " To1
khong c6 nang luc lay tinh anh khoi qua kht.

"Nhung cai gi?"

"Nhung anh t6t nhat dimg lam 4c mong, danh thurc toi, toi sé ddm anh."
Sean dung tran minh cung nhe vao y, nham hai mét lai.

Nhitng ngay sau do, Hawkins that sy lam nhu da htra hen vo1 Sean, gap
bom déu cho ngudi may di giai quyét, that su khong tranh duoc ciing sé
mic trang phuc phong ho di g& bom, hon nita khong hé tram mic nhu trudc
day, ma s€ cung Sean lién lac.

"Tién vao khu vuc 100m."

"Tién vao 50m."

"Tién vao 25m T Vong."

Ma Sean ciing v cing can than gitp y dé phong, ca qué trinh thdo d&
bom van ludn cing thang lam cho ngudi ta ho hap déu trim trong.
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Jill tya vao phia sau mot blrc twong, vira quan sat tinh hudng xung
quanh, vira cung Sean tro chuyén, "Dear, Hawkins ctia chung ta rot cuc tudn
thua thu tuc thao do bom."

"Sao, khong quen nhin thdy thé?" Sean ghim sting, théng qua kinh ngam
quan séat bon phia.

"T61 nghi, co 1€ chung ta c6 thé thuan lgi song s6t qua mudi mdt ngay
con lai."

"Pugc ro1, vé nudc to1 s€ moi anh tan gai." Trong dau Sean tran ngap
hinh anh Hawkins dang thao d& kip nd, moi mot 1an y cat day dién déu
giong nhu quan quanh tim anh mgt vong xiéng xich.

"Kip n6 thio d& xong." Giong Hawkins truyén t&i, nhin thay y di tré vé
khu vuc an toan, Sean cung Jill dong thoi thé ra mot hoi.

Ngay khi bon hg dem tat ca dung cu thao d& thu hoi vé trong Hummer,
Hawkins co1 trang phuc phong hd, dién thoai cuia y vang .

Sean cung Jill dong loat nhin sang, Hawkins nghe may, trong nhay mat
d6 16 rang ngan nguoi.

Y dung ¢ tai chd quan sat bén phia, Sean rat it nhin thay trén mit y cam
xuc phap phong rd rét nhu vay.

"Thuc khong ngd may sé gidng nhu mot bé ngoan, dau tién 1a dung
nguoi may, sau do6 lai 1a mic trang phuc phong ho, c6 né nép ma thao do

"

bom.
Thanh am trong dién thoai khién ngon tay Hawkins siét lay di dong

tréng béch, Sean dot nhién hiéu ra, nguol goi dién thoai nhat dinh 1a
Montero James!
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"May luén nhin thay tao." Thanh 4m ctia Hawkins lanh I&o.

"Pung vay, boi vi thiét ké bom cho may qua thuc 1a mot chuyén khién
trai tim tao nhay nhot! Thé nhung ta khong thich moét Howard Hawkins biét
tudn tht tit ca moi quy dinh cua tién trinh thao d& bom."

"DPicu do so voi su tron tranh nhat gan cua may tot hon nhiéu."

Sean ghim siing, md to mat nhin chim chi vao mdi ngudi xuat hién &
bon phia quanh ho. Montero 1a mgt ké co huyét thong Ardp, Sean c6 gang
tim dugc ga gitra ddm dong.

Nhung nguoi nhiéu lam, mdi mot ké quen thudc tinh hubng di di lai lai,
mdi mot ngudi dimg & tai chd nhin lai.......... Anh tham chi con khong biét
dd tudi ciia Montero.

"Lam sao vay? Sean?" Jill cling nhan ra Sean dang tim thur gi do.

"Jill, anh c6 thdy mot ngudi dan ong con lai gitta Ardp va Hoa Ky?"
Ngon tay ctia Sean khau ¢ co sung sin sang chuan bj .

"Cau dua toi ddy a Sean?" Jill ciing gio sting 1én, xuyén qua kinh ngam
quan sat bén phia, nhung bon ho ciing déu biét day 1a bién rong tim kim.

Hawkins van ndm chit di dong, trong thanh am cua ddi phuong mang
theo ¥ cuoi, "Chang 1& tao khong trén, phai ding ¢ trudc mit may méi
khong bi coi 1a nhat gan? Néu vay, tro choi ctia chung ta lién di xong! Hon
nita, cho du tao dimg trudc mit may, may c6 thé lam gi dugc? Ching 18
chung ta phai giong nhu bon quy toc ngu ngdc Tay phuong so xem toc do
rut sing cua ai nhanh hon hay sao? "

"Gifra tao va may khong co tro choi nao hét." Hawkins tra 101.
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"Bugc rdi, duoc roi, dot nghia vu cua may tai Baghdad cling sép xong,
ma noi d6 ciing da khién tao thdy chan nan. Tiép theo, néu may van khong
thé thao d& duoc bom cua tao, ban cii, may s& khong thé tim thay tao ¢
Baghdad dugc nira."

Noi xong, cudc goi bi cat dut .

Sean van con tim ki€ém, tung budc mot théi lui dén bén Hawkins, "Han
noi cai gi 7"

"Han sap roi khoi Baghdad, néu toi khong thé vo hiéu hoéa duge qua
bom tiép theo ctia hin, toi s& mat di manh méi ." Hawkins gio tay ra, gitp
Sean budng khau sung xudng, sau d6 nhe nhang tua vao lung anh.

Sean nhin vé phia khong trung xa xa, "Truy dudi Montero 1a muc tiéu
duy nhét cta anh?"

"Toi khong thé dé& dang tha thir han, dé han ung dung con sdng & trén
doi nay."

Sean khong nhin thiy vé mit ciia Hawkins, ding 1a bai vi khong nhin
thdy, & sdu trong ndi tdm dang 1én cam nhén sdu sic ma ngay ca chinh anh

cling khéng hiéu duoc.

Bon ho vé té1 doanh dia, Sean di vé trudc ctra phong, thay khe ctra c6
mot to giay.

Mo ra thi thay 1a 161 nhan Andrew luu lai.

“Sean, cho cau tro ve to1 da di lam nhiém vy, nhiém vu lan nay can mdt
tuan, tham chi lau hon nira. T61 bi€t quan h¢ gitra cadu va Hawkins, nhung

t61 khong mudn budng tay khoi cau.”

Cui dau mim cuo1, Sean nam chdt to gidy trong tay.
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Cam on anh Andrew, nhung rat nhiéu lac ching ta phai budng tha cho
thir chiing ta muén nam chit.

Mot tuan sau do, moi ngay Hawkins déu s€ cung Sean an, moi ngay
cling s€ tim dén phong Sean cung anh ngu, Sean khong dudi y di, chi ngau
nhién dua noi: "Anh nén mang luén ca givong ctua anh dén day la du bo!"

"Puoc ro61." Khong nghi té1 minh tuy tién néi mot cau, Hawkins lién
that su tinh toan lam nhu vay, Sean hoang sg.

"Anh dirng that sy 1am vay! Néu anh dua givdong dén toi s& di.......... cho
Seo va Sniper ngu nho!"

"Vay to1 s€ khong chuyén." Hawkins vui dau vao trong c6 Sean, y s€
thuong xuyén hon moi Sean, do1 khi sé dot nhién thuc dung stre, lam cho

ngudi ta bat ngd khong kip dé phong, d6i khi lai nhu thuan ma luu luyén.

Sean biét Hawkins dang bat an, ma loai nay bat an noi phat ra boi
Montero James.

Ngay van troi qua nhu di trén xiéc day, lay dong nhoang 1én timg budc
mot di vé phia diém dimng.

Thang dén cdé mdt ngay, bon ho hoan thanh nhiém vu kich n6 ¢ ving
ngoai 0, vura trd lai ndi thanh & lién lai nhan dugc nhiém vuy.

Mot nguo1 phu nit ban dia, than khoac vai choang den, ngdi & trong mot
chiéc xe trudc mot cura hang nho.

Quan tri an dia phuong da thanh trudong, & khu vuc an toan c6 khong it
nguoi ding vay xem.
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Xuyén thau qua kinh thuy tinh c6 thé thdy déi mat cua ngudi phu nir
kia, nudc mat hoang so khong ngimg roi xudng, hai tay nim chit lay vo
lang, duong nhu rat dung strc, ¢6 tay rung ban bat.

Hawkins di xuéng xe, Sean cung Jill ghim sung kiém tra bdn phia.

"Bom trén xe?" Hawkins di vé phia nguot phu trach hién truong, mot
Thuong Gy cua doi tang thiét giap.

"Pung vy, bom chiu ap(2)." Thuong Gy gio tay 1én, mot ngudi tré tudi
di vé phia bon ho, 14 sT quan phién dich Eric Kul.

"Hi, Hawkins." Eric khé déy kinh mét, "Chung ta von dinh goi tiéu doi
khac dén, nhung ngudi phy nit trong xe ndi c6 mot ngudi da tring bat coc
con cua co ta, ép cd ta ngdi vao trong xe. Sau d6 néi cho cb ta biét dudi
dém co6 bom, co ta khong thé dimg day, mot khi bom khong chiu ap s& phat
nd. Ngudi dan ong kia con néi, nhat dinh phai tim anh dén g& bom, vo luin
c6 g& dugc hay khong, hian s& dua dira bé kia trd vé. Néu cho ngudi khac
dén lam, hin s& giét dua bé, vit xac né dén noi hoang da."

Vé mit Hawkins thyc tran tinh, luc nghe tin tic chi huéng vé phia Sean
noi: "Giup té1 mac trang phuc phong ho."

Sean 4m tham chin dong, anh co truc giac néu qua bom nay qua thuc do
Montero thiét ké, nhu vay no s€ khong chi don thuan 13 mot qua bom chiu
ap.

Giup y sua sang lai trang phuc, 4n mit na bao ho xuéng, Sean kiém tra
lai by dam.

"Hawkins, nghe r6 khong?"

"Nghe rat rd." Hawkins gat gt dau.
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Sean no1 mot cau: "Nho tro ve."
D61 phuong xoay nguoi di ve phia chiéc xe.

100m, 50m, 25m, mdi budc Hawkins roi di déu 1am cho hé hép cua
Sean cang thang.

Anh ghim sing, nhin cham cht vao mdi mot khudn mit, biéu tinh cua
ho anh ciing khéng thé bé qua.

Hawkins di vao bén ctra kinh xe, m& mat na bao hg, dung ti€ng Ptrc no6i
vo1 nguot phu nit: "T61 la Hawkins, t61 s€ ¢6 gang hét stc thao g& qua bom

nay, vo luan t61 yéu cau c¢d lam gi, c6 déu phai nghe theo."

Nguoi phu nir gat dau, cam run ray, di€u nay khién co6 ta khong thé noi
ra cau tron ven.

Hawkins kiém tra ctra xe, sau do can thdn mé ra, y nam up sap xuong
dudi, thay qua bom ¢ dudi ghe ngoi.

https://thuviensach.vn



Chwong 50

"Bom chiu ap, kip n6 ndi vao mot bo phan cua xe." Thanh am Hawkins
lanh nhu bang theo séng dién roi vao trong tai Sean.

Chi vay thoi sao?

"Pay la dé thi cudi cing ma Montero ra cho anh, nhung khong c6 cudc
thi ndo 1a khong han ché thoi gian." Sean noi.

Hawkins nhiu mi, than hinh lai ti€p tuc €p xudng, ban tay so phia dudi
dém, cham rai rat ra mgt cai dong ho di¢én tur, n6 dang dém gio. "Con con
lai hai muoi sdu phut." Hawkins tra 101.

Y tiép tuc kiém tra xung quanh ngudi phu nit, phat hién ¢ ta khong chi
thét day an toan, ph?m €o con bi méy so1 day dién budc chat vao ghé, trong
d6 co day ndi lién véi bom, diéu nay c6 nghia 1 trir khi y vo hiéu hoa qua
bom nay, néu khong khong con cach nao khac dé gitp nguoi phu nir nay
doi di.

"Hawkins, can cong cu thay thé khong?" Sean hoi.

"Khong duoc, c6 day dién quan quanh than thé nguoi phu nit nay, phai
g aduc y dien q q g
vO hiéu hoa bom." Hawkins néi xong cau do, Sean hit sdu mot hoi.

DPuong day thuc phire tap, lai no1 véi dong co va mach dién cua xe, vi
thé Hawkins dem mui xe cling mé ra.

Sean liéc nhin vé phia Hawkins, 4m thidm phong doan hon hai muoi
phut c6 18 khong du dé Hawkins hoan toan do bé qua bom nay.
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Con lai khong dén hai muoi phut, Sean hit sau, tiép tuc can than dé
phong .

Néu qua bom nay la khao nghiém cubi ciing Montero dua cho Hawkins,
nhu vay han 1a khong c6 ngudi 4m tham thao ting bo diéu khién, boi vi day
hoan toan la chuyén gitra Montero va Hawkins.

Nhung khong ai doan dugc chit ngd, Sean van khong thé cho phép
chinh minh tha 16ng, néu chiéc xe kia 1a chién trudng ctia Hawkins, nhu vay

noi Hawkins khong nhin thay chinh 1a chién trudng cia Sean.

Hawkins d thir tim cach tach roi kip nd voi bom, tim cach ngan can
ddng ho hen gio, nhung dudng diy qua mirc phuc tap.

Y con can tinh toan thém, mot phuong phap cang thém tinh vi. Y nham
mét lai.

Nguoi phu nit nhin théy thé, nho giong lap lai : "Cuu.......... Lam

"

ON.......... T6i con mudn gip lai con t6i..........
Hawkins lanh nhu bang dap: "Im ling, ding qudy ray toi suy nghi."

Sean dao mat nhin qua dong ho, con muoi 1am phat, mo hoi tir trén tran
anh roi xuong.

Anh rat mubn thét 1én goi Hawkins tir bo, nhung anh biét y s& khong
budng tay, bo1 vi muc dich cua y khi ¢ lai Baghdad 1a vi tim dugc Montero,

cho du phuong phap tim kiém Montero cua y 1a ngdc nghéch nhu thé.

Hawkins c6 thé vo hi€u hdéa bom cua Montero vo s6 lan, ma Montero
cling co thé ché tdc bom ki€u madi vo so lan.

Céi nay tya nhu mot phuong trinh kho giai.
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"Con 10 phat." Jill cham rai lui vé phia sau, dua vao Sean, "Chung ta c6
phai nén lo lang chuyén goi Hawkins tro vé?"

"Chd mot chut." Con 10” van 1a thoi gian ma hét thay déu co thé xay ra.

Luc nay Hawkins dang 1an so nhitng duong day, than trong cat dit mot
soi lai mot soi. Sau d6 hip mit lai, chinh Iy déng ddy nho.

Nguoi phu nit nhidm mat lai, nhé giong khan cau than linh phu ho.

Nhung néu than cta co ta that su thuong xo6t co ta, thi han da khong dé
cho c6 ta bi ké dién Montero lua chon.

"Con con lai 9 phat." Jill nudt khan.

"Chd mot chut." Sean hiéu duoc qua bom nay déi véi Hawkins c6
nghia nhu thé ndo, con chua téi ngudng “thdi gian tir vong” Sean khong thé
thuyét phuc Hawkins budng tay.

Hawkins di dén phia trudc mui xe, tim dugc day dién tiép ndi véi dong
vo, nhung khong thé cit dut soi diy do, 1am thé khong nghi ngd 1a gitp

bom s6ém no.

Mbi mot gidy troi qua, ¢ 18 Hawkins khong hé cam nhan duoc, nhung
Sean lai thé hoi qué ro rang.

Con ¢ sau phut.

Ho6 hap nghen & trong c6 hong Sean, anh biét minh phai 1én tiéng canh
cao Hawkins.

"Hawkins, nghe thiy tra 151, hdy ty danh gia kha niang c6 thé vo hiéu
hoa, hién tai chi con lai sdu phut!"
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Hawkins khong tra 16i anh, van ghé vao bén canh dong co dang suy
ngam van dé gi.

Jill lay khuyu tay dung dung vao Sean, "Phai lam thé nao méi c6 thé goi
dugc anh ta tre vé&?"

"Hawkins! Anh con nhé 1d anh da hira diéu gi voi toi hay khong? Ngoai
trr st dung nguo1 may va trang phuc phong hg, con ca khi gap duoc bom
khong thé vo hiéu hoa, anh nhét dinh sé& trd vé!"

"T6i nhat dinh ¢ thé vo hiéu hoa nd." Hawkins tra 1oi 1am cho Sean
gian so1, cai gi goi la nhét dinh c6 thé? Trén doi nay con nhiéu chuyén mdt
ngudi mudn nhét dinh phai 1am dwoc nhung ky thuc cling khong thé nhu
nguyén!

"T61 mudn anh tr& veé! Lap tic quay lai, Hawkins!!!" Sean co ho rong
1én.

"Cau cling biét to1 phai vo hi¢u hoa no." Hawkins noi roi, lién co1 bo
trang phuc phong ho, vut trén mat dat, viat bo cd bd dam, sau do6 hét suc
chdam cht nghién ctru dong co.

Jill hit sau: "T61 da no6i chung ta khong c6 kha nang binh an v sy trai
qua duogc ngay cuoi cung! Cai tén dién kia! D6 dién Hawkins!"

Con con lai hon bon phut, Sean nghién chit khép ham, 14t sting ra sau
lung, hudng vé phia chiéc xe chay dén.

"Sean cau muodn lam gi?!" Jill qua so¢ hai, voi va tum lay canh tay

anh.

"To1 di 161 anh ta tr¢ ve!" Sean lac nay phan nd kho co6 thé noi hét, anh
hiéu 10 sy dién cuong cua Hawkins, su dién cudng ciia y nam ¢ cho y c6 thé
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cham cht vao mdgt vi¢c dén quén di ca tinh mang va tat ca moi thr xung
quanh y.

Khi Sean dén bén canh Hawkins, con lai khong dén ba phut.

"Lap ttrc theo toi di!" Anh tim lay tay Hawkins, mubén mang y roi khoi
noi nay.

"T61 s€ mat moi tin tirc cia Montero! Cau khong biét hay sao?!"
Hawkins cling hudng Sean rong 1én.

"T6i chi biét anh dang mudn tu sat!"
Hawkins gisn tai mat, van khong nghi buong tay.

Sean thoang chdc bao nd, mot quyén danh vao mat Hawkins: "T61 cung
chét vdi anh, the cling duoc char gi?!"

Hawkins hoi stmng sét, thira dip y that than, Sean tam lay y bo chay. Khi
y phan tmg lai, quay dau nhin chiéc xe, Sean kéu to: "White con khong
mudn gip anh nhanh nhu vay! Chi can anh con song, & bén ngoai Baghdad
anh con c6 thé ciing Montero tiép tuc trd choi!"

Trong mot thoang Ay, c6 18 1a boi vi cai tiéng "White" nay, khién cho
Hawkins tinh ngo.

Sean quay dau lai, dung thir tiéng Bic hoc dugc khong bao 1au noi véi
ngudi phu nit van dang ngdi trong xe cau nguyén mot cau "Thuc xin 161",

sau do lién cung Hawkins chay vé phia trudc.

Bon ho chay qua 25m tir vong, hudéng vé phia Jill dang dién cuéng
ngoac ho.
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Phia sau 1a mot trn nd, khong khi thoi quét nhu bao tap hit bon ho ra
ngoai, Sean nhao 1én trén ngudi Hawkins, khi nga trén mit dat, Sean khong
nghe thay ciing khong nhin thay gi, chi c6 cam giac gan nhu bi dap nat toan
than khi tiép xuc voi mat dat truyén lai doc theo tuyén than kinh, sau d6 hét
thay lai roi vao trong bong ti.

"Sean! Hawkins!" Jill chay voi vé phia ho.

Khoéi ddc cudn cudn téa 1én khong trung, chiéc xe 6 t0 bi tac tan nat, cac
cong trinh kién trac ¢ bon phia nut v, thiy tinh, song sat loang choang va
dap, gidng nhu nhimg doan xwong cdt tir trong phan mo vuon téi.

Hawkins cham rai dung 1én, canh tay trai ctia y dau don kich liét, hén 1a
bi thuong lic ngd trén mat dat. Bén tai khong co bat ctr thanh am gi, chi
thay Jill cing mot vai binh linh chay vé phia bon ho.

Hinh dang miéng cua Jill tra hd dang kéu tén cia Sean, biéu tinh rdi

ram, anh mat tran ngdp so hai Hawkins rat quen thudc véi loai s¢ hai

nay.

Y cham rdi nghiéng dau di....... mo1 phat hién Sean guc ¢ bén canh
minh.

Trén lung anh cam mot manh kim loai, mau lan tran tham do ca quan
phuc. Anh nham mat, mdt dong mau nho chay trén mat dat........ n6 nho
xuong tur thai duong anh.

Anh nhdam mat, trén mat, trén nguot la bui cat trang xda sau vu no.

Mot phat do, hinh anh da v6 s6 lan xuat hién trong gidc mo cua

Hawkins lai phong dai trudc mat y, chi 1a ngudi trong hinh anh d6 di khong
hé 1a White, ma 14 Sean.
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"Sean.......... " Hawkins vuon tay ra kéo anh, nhung Jill da chay t&i noti
manh mé hat tay y ra.

V¢ mat cua Jill tran ngdp thinh ng, anh ta c6 kha nang khéng ché tam
tinh vo cung tot, day 1a 101 nhan xét ma Tién si Grey ting cho anh ta, nhung

gio phut ndy, anh ta khong thé tiép tuc khong ché chinh minh.

cau ta goi anh trd vé vi sao anh

"Pung cham vao cau ta!!! Do dién
khong quay 1ai?!" Jill vuon tay kiém tra mach dap cia Sean, sau d6 hét 16n,
"C6 ngudi bi thuong! Ching ta can cip ctru!"

Rat nhanh c6 ngudi chay lai day, mudn nang Sean lén.

"Phai can than thuong thé trén lung cau ay!"

"Con dau nira! Cau ta han 1a bi chan dong nao!"

Hawkins giat minh vuon tay ra, trong khe hd cua dam nguoi ban ron
con chua cham dugce dén ngdn tay cua Sean, anh da dugc nang 1én cang.

Rat nhanh cling ¢6 ngudi mudn t6i diu y, y cu tuyét ddi phuong, mudn
tu dimg 1én, nhung chan trai cling rat dau.

"Nguoi anh em! Anh nhat dinh 1a gdy xuong !" Mot si binh mic ké
Hawkins cu tuyét, van do léy y, "Vira roi néu khong c6 anh ban kia nhao
1€n sau lung anh, bi manh kim loai kia dam trung nhét dinh 14 anh."

Hawkins khong néi gi, chi im lang di vé phia Sean dugc nang di.

Vai phut sau, phi co dén dé mang Sean di.

Jill ciing Hawkins déu 1én phi co.
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Jill van dung stc dé lai miéng vét thuong trén lung Sean, nghiém mit,
nghién chit khop ham.

"Ciu ta 12 vi anh mdi c6 thé chay toi!"
Hawkins khong néi 10i ndo, y chi im ling cam lay tay Sean.

Nhan vién Y t€ dén do1 mat na dudng khi cho Sean, con ca tui truyén
mau.

"Vi sao anh khong trd 1ai?" Than hinh Jill run 1€én, tua hd bat ¢l luc nao
déu co thé bung nd. Néu khong phai vi Sean con nam trong cai khong gian
nho hep nay, anh ta nhat dinh tim 1y Hawkins ma dénh.

Hawkins giéng nhu pho tuong, tram mic nhu trude.

Phi co dap xubng, Lewis khoac 4o khoac trang vira di vira chay vé phia
bon ho, phia sau di theo mot dam y ta ho si.
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Chwong 51

Bon ho voi v dua Sean di, Hawkins xudng phi co suyt té ngd, Lewis d&
lay y.

"Khong can lo cho t6i. Ciru cau ta."
"To61 s€ cO hét strc clru cdu ta, day cling l1a 1y do dé té1 chay tor quan
doanh dén day." Lewis ra hi€u, 1ap tirc c6 nguoi dén day Hawkins 1€n xe

lan.

"T61 phai ¢ lai bén canh cau ta!" Hawkins kéo Lewis noi.

"Hawkins t6i phai di thuc hién phau thuat cho Sean, anh co thé
tiép tuc 161 kéo t61, nhung thém mdt gidy la thém mdt kha nang cau ta sé€

chét!" Lewis ctii ddu nhin y, trong mét ¥ t&r canh cdo kha rd rang.
Hawkins budng 1ong tay ra, y ta ddy y vé phia bénh vién.

Pau tién 1a xir I tat ca miéng vét thuong, chup X quang, sau d6 la danh
thach cao.

Y nghi cia Hawkins tu do bay ra khoi dai ndo, trong dau y khong ngiing
1ap lai hinh anh kia, Sean nga Xuéng bén canh vy, y mudn cham vao anh,
nhung bon ho lai nhu bi ca thé 2161 ngan cach khoi nhau.

"Céac ngudi nhanh tay mot chat." Thanh 4m ctia Hawkins rat thip, mui
con tran ngdp trong khong gian khién Hawkins cang thém lanh nhu bing,
lam cho nguoi ta nghet thé.

"Panh thach cao khong nhanh nhu vy, chung t6i con dang ché tao 16p

bo thach cao."
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Hawkins ngang dau 1én, liéu linh nhay xubng giudng, nhan vién y té voi
vang gilt chat lay y, "Anh khong thé di bay gid, néu khong danh thach cao

"

s& anh hudng nghiém trong dén xuong..........

"Vay dong tac cua cac nguoi cling nhanh 1én mot chut!" Hawkins rong
1én mot cau nay, tya ho ntra bénh vién déu nghe thay.

"Puoc! Toi........ cd hét stc........ " Bac si cling bi y doa dén co chit run
tay run chan. Ai ciing thdy y dang v6 cung kich dong, khong 1am theo ¥ y
khong ai biét s& xay ra chuyén gi.

Thach cao mdéi vira danh xong, Hawkins lién yéu cau ho si day y dén
phong giai phau.

Hawkins ngoi trén xe lan, cam giac hai bén vach tuong khong ngirng lui
veé phia sau, khép ham nghién chdt dén run rdy, chi can nham mat lai, nude
mat s€ khong kim nd1 ma roi xuong.

Poan hanh lang nay twa nhu ndi so hii ding dic vinh v diém cuoi,
khong biét nén nhu thé nao tim ki€ém hy vong.

R6t cuc di dén trude can phong phiu thuat, Jill dang ngdi ¢ noi do, hai
tay khép lai, khuyu tay ti trén dui, vai va lung khom xubng thanh mot
duong cong cudng luc, nham mat, dau vai vao trong hai ban tay.

Khi anh ta nghe thay tiéng xe lin cling khong ngang dau, chi dung thanh
am khong c6 chit biéu cam hoi: "Anh téi 1am céi gi? Nhin xem cau ta da

chét hay chua a?"

Hawkins nhin vé phia canh cira, khong tra 101 Jill, 4nh mat cta y tua ho
xuyén thau qua hai canh cira dong chit.
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"Néu hién tai trong tay t6i c6 sting, toi s& giét anh." Nhitng 10 ndy bat ra
qua hai ham rang nghién sit sao cua Jill.

Giai phau van con dang tiép tuc.......

Hawkins nhim mat lai, tua hd c6 thé nghe théy thanh am lach cach cua
dung cu phau thuat bén kia canh cira, thanh 4m ctia may truyén 0Xl, va ca
suy nghi tinh mich trong dau Sean.

Sean, cdu nhit dinh phai séng...

Hawkins gio tay 6m 1ay mat. Y chua timg ngdi ngoai phong phiu thuat
dé doi White, vi khi y nhan dugc tin, White da qua doi, nhiing gi con nguoi
ting vo cung than thudc véi y ay luu lai cho y chi 1a mot it ky (e va cay

thanh gi4 trén c6 y ma thoi.

Nhung Sean cho y ciing khong chi 1a chtt ky rc nhé nhoi hay mot tha
do vat.

An toan khong du dé 1ay dén hinh dung cam nhan ciia y vé Sean.
Sean ting n6i, Hawkins tua nhu chiéc hop Pandora, ngudi ta mang theo
10ng hiéu ky mé nap, bay ra tir trong hop tit ca déu 1a tai ach, ma Sean, lai

chinh 1a thtr duy nhat con lai & day hop, th mang tén “hi vong”.

Thoi gian nhu ludi dao, tung dudng tung duong rach qua tdm tri
Hawkins, mdi mot gidy déu lam cho y dau dén.

ROt cuc, cira phong giai phau da mo, Lewis di ra.
"Cau ay thé nao?!" Jill ngang dau Ién, vot td1 trudc mat Lewis.
Hawkins chi ngdi yén trén xe lan, ngtra dau nhin vao mat Lewis. Cau tra

101 cua Lewis doi vo1 y ma noi giong nhu mot cudc phan quyét, ap luc de
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ning 1én nhip tim cua y, bop nghet lay ho hap cua y, ngung dong tat ca tri
nghi cuay.

"Cau ta con séng, manh kim loai trén lung dd dugc lay ra, ngoai ra
xuong dui phai, xuong tay trai va hai cai xwong sudn déu giy. Ching toi
can tiép tuc diéu tri. Mt khéc ciu ta con bi chin dong nao bg, khi tinh lai sé
cam thdy choang vang mudn nén oe.......... Puong nhién day la chuyén sau
khi cau ta c6 thé tinh."

Lewis noi xong, Sean da dugc day ra khoi phong phau thuat, Jill voi va
theo dén.

Hawkins dung mot tay chuyén dong xe lan, tbc d6 rat cham, nhung y
cling rat cd gang mudn dudi theo.

skoksk

Sean cam giac than thé ctia minh van tréi ndi lo ling, sau khi anh tap
trung suy nghi dugc, anh phat hién minh ngdi ¢ trong mot quan ca phé, ngodi
trudéc mat anh 13 mot thanh nién, dang cim tach ca phé che ngang mat, uéng
mot hdp, sau d6 mim cuoi nhin anh.

"Hi, Sean."

Sean nhin quanh bén phia, phat hién thoi gian ¢ xung quanh ho tya nhu
ngung dong.

Trong quan, cac thyc khach van duy tri nguyén tu thé ma ho dang lam,
khong nhiic nhich: ¢6 ngudi dang gio tay cung ddi phuong néi chuyén, co
ngu’(n dang ha mleng chuan bi an sandwich, c¢6 ngudi dang do sira vao
cdc... ma ngoal clra s0, 6 t6, nguoi di bo... déu dung lai yén tai chd nhu
trong mot tim anh chup.
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Sean lai nhin vé phia nguoi thanh nién trudc mat, quan sat khuén mat
anh ta, "White? White Hawkins?"

"La t6i." White nga nguoi vé phia trudc mot chut, cdy Thanh gia bang
bac dung dua trudc mat anh.

Sean day day thai duong, nham mat lai: "Pay 1a mot gidc mo.......... Sao
lai c6 gidc mo nhu thé nay?"

"Chung ta déu & trong mong, Sean. Hawkins khong thé ding gidc mong
truy dudi Montero, cdu & trong gidc mong mudn biét rd minh 14 Sean hay 13
Vincent, nhung 1a tt ca moi giéc mong déu sé dén luc tinh lai.......... Hoac
1a chiing ta sé& chét ¢ trong mong."

"Puogc 161, nhu vay t61 mo thay anh c¢6 nghia gi?"

"Xin cau, hay ¢ lai bén canh Hawkins, Sean.......... To61 vo1 Hawkins chi
1a gidc mong, nhung cau thi khong phai nhu vay."

"Anh mudn néi ré‘mg t6i mai 1 thr anh ta thue sy mudn?" Sean to vé tu
giéu, lic dau, "Anh ta di hira véi toi, anh ta noi anh ta s& mic trang phuc
phong hg di do bom, nhung anh ta lai da c61 ra, anh ta n6i anh ta sé thuong
xuyén thong bao qua trinh thio d&, khong dé toi lo lang, nhung anh ta lai
quang bo bo dam, anh ta con noi ......... néu gip phai trudng hop khong thé
thao d&, anh ta s& quay tro vé."

White nghiéng dau di, nhe giong ndi: "Sean, nhung cdu thuong ciu ta,
khong phai sao?"

"T6i thuong anh 4y, dung vay. T6i trd thanh phia sau ctia anh ta ciing 13
dé cung anh ta dong sinh cong tir, nhung tuyét doi khong phai dé chét ¢
trong gidc mong theo dudi nguoi khac ciia anh ta." Sean ciing cuoi nhe,
"Roi di Baghdad, t6i sé tinh lai tir trong gidc mong ctia minh, bat ké 1a 1am
Vincent hay la lam Sean."
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Vé mit White toat ra vai phan wu thuong, anh ta han bong bién mat khoi
tam mat Sean.

Chi mdt thodng, ca quéan ca phé lai sinh dong nhu cii, c6 nguoi dang hoa
chan mua tay vui suéng noi, co ngudi dang & nhdm nudt sandwich, phuc vu
dem sira d6 vao cdc, ma ngodi cira s6 dong xe cd bat dau khoi dong, nguoi
di duong di qua dai di bo.

Sean cam giac than thé minh chan dong, xung quanh chim vao bong t6i,
sau d6 anh sang choi mat tién vao qua khe hd tam t61, anh chdm rai mé mat,
thay mot khuon mat, khuén mat mang theo lo lang cuing moi mét.

Vé mat u dot cua Jill gidn mé ra, anh ta vui sudng chay di: "Bac si!
Sean tinh! Cau ta da tinh!"

Jill chay ra di roi, Sean nghe théy xe lan chuyén dong, nghiéng mat di,
anh thdy Hawkins.

Anh hit sdu mot hoi, Hawkins vuon tay phdi, cham vao mat anh, rt can
than.

"Anh rét cuc.......... Ciling c¢6 ngay ngoi trén xe lan......... " Sean khé
nhéch mot chut khée miéng, anh mat cia Hawkins von 1a mot ho nudc tinh
mich, gio phut nay lai tya ho co6 thir gi phai tran ra trong anh mat y.

"Sean.......... " Hawkins cti dau, tura vao c6 Sean.

Rat nhanh, bac si chay to1, lay trong tii ra mot chiéc dén pin nho, soi

dong tir, sau d6 vuon tay hoi anh: "Trung si Elvis, anh c6 biét toi viron may
ngdn tay day khong?"
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Sean budn cudi tra 10i: "Khong phai mét, cling khong phai hai, ma 1a ba
ngon."

Bac si mim cuoi, sau d6 quay sang noi véi Jill: "Chi can nghi ngoi tot,
anh ta han 1a khong con van dé gi nghiém trong."

Jill né1 vai 101 cam ta, sau do tro lai bén canh Sean, anh ta coi nhu
Hawkins hoan toan khong ton tai, "Hién gid cam thdy thé nao? C6 thay
choang vang dau khong?"

"Lung to61 rat dau.......... " Sean nhiu nhiu may.

"Bo1 vi ¢6 manh kim loai ddm vao lung cau, cau rat may man..........
Lewis noi chi can sau thém 2 cm, cau s€ phai trai qua mdt cudc phau thuat
noi day than kinh."

"Tay t0i cling lam sao vay..........

"Gdy xuong, nhung dung lo ling, chi 13 gdy xuong ma théi, qua may
thang nita cau co thé 6m sung van dong thoai mai." Jill ¢d n& nu cudi thuc
tu nhién, khi anh ta nhin thdy hinh anh Sean ngd xudng, anh ta cam thay
ngudi chiu vy nd tan cong truc tiép phai 1 minh.

"Bon ho treo dui phai cua t61, khong t61, dui phai cua té1 con nguyén."
Sean c6 chut budn cudi, "Chan trai ctia toéi con khong?"

Jill bat cuoi, dua tay vao trong chan, cham rai xoa bop doc theo chan
anh, "C6 thé cam giac dugc khong? Cau cam thay chan trai ciia cau co con

khong?"

"Con. T6i khong chét, cling khong tan phé, cam giac that khong t6i."
Sean cling cuoi 1én.
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Jill liéc mat nhin vé phia Hawkins, con tirc gian lac ban dau tya ho da
lang dong lai nhiéu, nhung diéu nay cling khong c6 nghia 1 anh ta da tha
thr Hawkins. Tt lac Sean tinh lai, nguoi nay s€ khong no1 mdt cau, chi
chdm chl nhin Sean.

"Con c6 mot chuyén sé khién cau cam thay rat khong toi 1a dot nghia vu
ctia cdu va Hawkins & Baghdad déu da xong." Jill hit mot hoi, ngdi & bén
giwdng, "Cho thuong thé cua ciu chuyén bién tot dep, cau co thé tro vé
nude. Con nita, néu khong c6 gi ngoai ¥ mudn, cau duoc thing chirc, chuan
uy!"

"Tot qua, nhu vay tién chinh phu cho ta s€ nhi€u 1€én mdt chut." Sean
muon vuon canh tay lanh l1dn vo toc, nhung lic nay anh moi phat hién tay
trdi ciia minh van bi Hawkins nam lay.

"Quan trong nhat 1a, cau khong can tieép tuc di theo ké dién lam nhiém
vu. Pai nan khong chét s€ c6 hanh phuc cu6i doi." Jill mim cudi, anh ta tuoi
cudi van rat dé nhin, tuy rang diém ndy Vincent tuyét doi khong thira nhan,

nhung hié¢n tai, Sean lai rat thudng thirc.

"Vay con anh?"
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Chwong 52

"T6i? Han 12 toi s& duoc sap xép dén mot t6 EOD khéc, toi van con hon
hai thang. Seo bon ho néi mudn tdi sang d6, khong biét c6 thé thanh cong
khong."

"Seo 14 mot chién hiru khong toi, Sniper ciing thyc hao sang."

"Pung vay, toi phai quay vé doanh dia, néu c6 thoi gian, toi nhat dinh s&
dén tham cau." Jill cudi cudi, ding day chuan bj di.

Sean goi anh ta lai: "Jill, dung quén cham séc tdt cho bac ha cua toi."

"Khong thanh van dé." Thanh am cua Jill vang 1én ¢ trén hanh lang nhe
nhang nhon nhao.

Trong phong lién con lai Sean cung Hawkins .

"Lan ndy anh lai mat di manh mdi cia Montero James." Sean nghiéng
anh mat nhin vé phia Hawkins, "Cho¢ thuong thé ctia anh lanh 1dn, anh s& bi
phai di Sudan?"

"Co 18"

"Hy vong & d6 anh c6 thé gip dugc nhitng t6 vién tot, mot nguoi so véi
to1 cang dang gid cho anh gui long tin."

"Khong ai c6 thé cang khién t61 tin tudng hon dugc nira." Hawkins nang
ban tay Sean 1én, dat & bén moi, "Cau da ctru t61, lai mot lan nira."

"Nhung khong phai mdi lan t6i déu co thé, Hawkins.......... Anh ty dua
ra cho minh mot gidi han. Anh han 14 hiéu rat rd mot khi anh vuot qua gidi
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han d6, Montero James lién thang. Chi c6 khi nao anh vén git vilng duogc
tinh tao, danh gia chinh xac ban than va trudng hop, anh méi c6 thé dua ra
quyét dinh chinh x4c. Bat ké Montero ting cho anh bao nhiéu ‘1€ vat’, muc
tiéu cua han chi c6 mot, khong phai n6 anh tan xic ma 1a nhin anh ndi
dién."

"Chi can cdu van luén ¢ bén canh t61, t61 s€ khong vuot qua giéi han
do." Hawkins néi thuc nghiém tac, thuc nhan chan.

"Néu vay, anh con chua c6 dién, toi s& dién roi." Sean hudng y mim
cudi, "Toi khong thé theo anh di Sudan, boi vi toi phai dudng thuong, toi
dam cé 1a téc do khoéi phuc ctia anh s& nhanh hon tdi. Toi can nghi ngoi,
Hawkins. Hon 90 ngay nay cho t6i cam giac con moi mét hon 9 nam."

"Cau dang tirc gian. Toi rat xin 18i vi da khong tudn thu 16i hira voi
cau." Hawkins cau may, day lalan dau tién Sean nghe y néi 10i xin 15i.

Sean khé& lic dau, khong phai anh gian ddi gi, c¢6 1& hon ca phin nod
chinh 1a that vong, "Co hd mdi 1an cung anh di lam nhiém vu to61 déu cam
thdy phan nd. Vi thé sau nay di Sudan hoic la.......... Cho du anh ¢ noi1 nao
déu phai nhé k¥, anh khong chi c6 mdt minh, c6 1& Montero 14 ké thu cua
anh, nhung lic pha bom, qua bom kia 1a sit ménh ctia anh, 13 st ménh dan
dat tiéu to cta anh."

"Cau phai ro1 khoi tiéu doi cua t61?" Hawkins nhan ra y tr cia anh.

"Chta oi, anh hay nhin vét thuong hién gid cta t6i xem! Chang 18 toi
khong nén vé nha va nghi ngoi mot chut hay sao?"

"Phai, cdu can nghi ngoi."
"Nhu vay Mr. Hawkins, li¢u t61 ¢6 thé ngu mot luc khong?"

"DIIQ’C."
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Sean nhiam hai mat lai, nhung anh khong ngu.

Lan bao tac nay khién Sean hiéu duoc mét diéu, Montero James di cho
Hawkins mdt loai dau ddc, mot loai thudc phién. Cling giéng nhu mot dua
tré say mé game s& nghi moi bién phap dé qua ctra, nhung né lai khong nghi
t6i rang cho du nd thuc sy qua cira, trén thuc té nd khong hé co dugc thi gi.
Sean khong thé gitp Hawkins tir bo thir thude phién do, twa nhu ky @c cia
Hawkins vé White cling vinh vién & lai trong sau tham linh hon y.

White 12 diém méu chét trong long Hawkins, c6 mot ngdy diém méu
chot nay bi ngudi pha hu, Hawkins lai tim dugc Sean - cai diém nho nhé co
cung chirc ning 1am mau chét giébng White, nhung anh chi 13 mot thtr “bua
binh an” hiru danh v6 thuc gitp y cam thay yén tim ma thoi.

Trudc khi Sean di vao Baghdad, anh cam thidy mo mit. Anh can
Baghdad chirmg minh anh rdt cudc 13 Vincent hay 1a Sean, lac d6 linh hon
anh van con nguyén ven. Nhung 13 hién tai anh biét linh hon minh d3 xuét
hién mot vét rach, d6 1a do Hawkins mang dén, anh phai ro1 xa khoi y trudc
khi vét rach nay cang ngdy cang md rong.

Cho du anh 1a Sean ciling tbt, 1a Vincent cling duoc, nhung c6 mdt diéu
anh c6 thé khang dinh: anh khong phai 1a White.

Sean biét, néu ngay d6 nguoi goi Hawkins tré vé 1a White, y nhét dinh
s& troy vé.

Tram tu, Sean van c6 thé nhan thdy Hawkins dang hon méi anh, ny hon
than trong nhu ngdm hoi, dd khong con sy dién cudng say dam nhu trudc.
Sean vira cam thay dau long thay cho ngudi dan éng von tu phu kiéu ngao
nay, vira khong kim 10ng ndi ma nghi rang: ¢ thé mdi 1an Hawkins hon anh
ba dao say dam nhu vy, bat qua chi dé giai phong khat vong vinh vién
khong thé dat duge voi White ma thoi.
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Man dém buodng xuong, Hawkins van ngdi & bén giudng Sean, c6 ho si
nhin khong duoc, di toi khuyén y tré vé phong bénh, nhung Hawkins van
co chap khong muon roi di.

Sean danh phai 4y nay 1én tiéng: "Phién c6 dé mic anh ta ¢ lai day di.”

Nguoi ho si kia cling biét tinh tinh caa Hawkins, ¢6 ta cling nghe noi vé
than phan cua y tua hd ¢6 chut dic thu nén chi din Hawkins nhét dinh phai
gilr im lang.

Ban dém, ca bénh vién déu yén tinh, khong co tiéng dan ngau nhién
vang lén trong dém nhu ndm & ky tic xa quan doanh, Sean ngu rat ngon
giac, ngoai trr viéc khong thé xoay nguoi khién anh kho chiu.

Strc khde cua Sean ngay cang 6n dinh. Anh muon dugc mot ban co,
cung Hawkins choi co vua.

Hawkins choi cd vua tot 1dm, 161 choi giéng véi ca tinh cta y, binh tinh
ma loi hai, néu bi don ép dén mot mac d6 nao d6 sé bat dau liéu linh cong
kich. Nhung mic ké tinh hudng cta y thé ndo, Sean van khong hé thing
duoc vy.

Ban ngay, ho si s€ kéo rem cura s 1€n, &nh mat tro1 bén ngoai qua muirc
tuoi sang.

Ky that Sean biét, anh mét troi trén dat Baghdad nay ¢ noi nao ciing déu
giong nhau, gay gt sic lem, nhung lac nay khi n6 chiéu bén suon mit cia

Hawkins lai ¢6 vé mém nhe lam cho ngudi ta mudn cham dén.

Thay Sean nhin minh nhu vay, Hawkins s€ vron nguoi di hon moi anh,
ngau nhién s& hon rat sau nhap nhung ciing rat dung tam.
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Boi vi Sean luon khéng thing duoc co vua, vi thé anh thay d6i mot trd
choi don gian hon, muon phi hanh ki* cta mét dua tré dén choi tro choi
ctia hoc sinh tiéu hoc. (* may bay gidy ching?)

Sean rot cuc thang Hawkins duoc vai lan, miéng cudi déu nhanh phai
ntt ra dén bén tai, "Cudi cung la thang a!"

Hawkins nhin anh, anh mat yén tinh.

"Nhin t6i nhu vay lam gi, t6i s& nghi minh 1a twgng Thanh mau Maria."
Sean ciing ngd dau vé phia y, co chat vé nghich ngom.

Hawkins nghiéng dau, khé ngdm ldy moi Sean.

Khoéng biét c6 phai vi bi thuong hay khong, nu hon ctia Hawkins gid
day thiéu di rat nhiéu tinh ap bach, nguoc lai cang nhu hon mot tha do dé
v&, muon tir noi da thit cham 1én nhau dé néi cho ddi phuong biét, Toi thuc
quy trong em.

"Tdi biét tinh cam cua cac anh tot lAm," “Ms ho si” di dén, "Nhung
Trung si Elvis, vét thuong sau lung anh da dén lac phai cat chi!"

Luc dau, khi Hawkins cho du ngoi xe 1an ngu ca dém cling khong mudn
ro1 di, c6 ta da doan dugc moi quan hé gitra ho khong don gian chi 1a chién

~

htru.

Sean nhin Hawkins, nhun vai, sau d6 nam tré lai giuvong, 4o bi vén Ién,
16 ra phan lung ran chac cung vi miéng vét thuong.

Bac si thao chi, no1 cho anh biét da chuan bi xong may bay, hai ngay sau
s€ dua anh vé nudc.

"Vay u? Chi mong c6 xe lan dua t61 1én may bay." Sean dua.
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"DPicu do 1a tat nhién, chd may bay dap xudng Washington rdi con co
chuyén xe dac biét dua anh vé nha." Bac si vo vai Sean, sau do roi di.

Sean chi vao cai chan treo gitta khong trung cua minh: "Nghe ndi cai
chan nay khong cé gi dang lo, nhung tay t61 thi con phai deo thach cao hon
mot thang nira."

"Cau phai vé Washington ?" Hawkins hoi.

"Pung vay. Pang tiéc anh khong duoc tré vé sém nhu vay, nghe noi cha
anh s& phai mot chiéc mdy bay chuyén dung ctia Quan b dén dén anh tré
vé." Sean cuodi, "Bat qua vi anh bi thuong, c6 1€ anh khong can di Sudan, c6
thé nghi ngoi that 1au. Hawkins, thé giéi nay khong phai chi c6 bom ma
thoi, anh c6 thé khip noi nhin xem, dén mot quan bar c6 bau khong khi
khong tdi uéng mot vai bia, xem mdt by phim Hollywood, hoac 1a di dén
nhiing qubc gia thanh binh tham tha."

Bao1 vi White va Montero da chiém lay cua anh qua nhi€u thoi gian.

"Néu that sy duoc nghi, t61 s€ di tim cau." Hawkins noi rat nghiém tuc,
Sean thuc thich by dang y luc y nghiém tic, c6 mdt chut kho dai, lai c6 mdt
chut ¢ chap khién ngudi ta khong thé tir chéi.

Chiéu tdi, Jill dén tham Sean.

Vira vao ctra anh ta lién thdy Hawkins, ngdi trén xe lan, thoi gian da
gitip anh ta binh 6n lira gian, nhung khong c6 nghia 13 anh ta sé& tha thi vy,
ma ¢6 vé nhu Hawkins ciing khong dé y Jill d6i v6i ban than y ¢6 y tudng
gl.

"Ngudi anh em, cdu di c6 vé tot hon nhiéu." Jill ngdi & bén giudng

Sean, bo dang phong trin mét moi. Sean biét nhét dinh 1a sau khi két thuc
phién tryuc, Jill lai tiép tuc lai xe dudng dai dén day thim anh.
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Sau do, co6 ho si tién vao no1 vo1 Hawkins: "Hawkins, anh ¢6 dién thoai,
moi di theo t61, 1a Sehir trung gido goi to1."

Hawkins lan xe di ra ngoai, phong bénh chi con lai Jill cing Sean.

Jill cam lay hoa qua dit trén ta dau giuong, "Well, Sean.......... hai ngay
nita t6i c6 nhiém vy, khong thé dén tién cau. Nhung.......... Co6 mot viéc to1
van mudn hoi cau."

Sean khong t6 ra kinh ngac, cling khong hoi van dé d6 1a gi. Anh biét,
bang sy tinh té ctia minh, Jill phéat hién ra nhimg so hd ciia anh ciing khong
c6 gi 1a la. Anh ciing biét Jill dén Baghdad khong chi vi quan ham Thiéu 1y,
ma con 13 vi thé nghiém nhitng gi Vincent da trai qua.

"Cau la Vincent phai khong?" Jill dung lai dong tidc got hoa qua, cui
dau, tu thé binh tinh, nhung tim dap bat ¢au nhanh hon.

"Piéu gi khién anh cam thdy duoc toi 1a Vincent?" Sean biét so ho cua
minh rat nhiéu, "Chi vi dong tac gip chin? Hay 1a vi tdi cling timg bi ngd
doc nudc cam?"

"Bo1 vi mot nguoi chua hé gap to1, lai biét chic to6i ném rat tét ca ném 3
diém, boi vi cau cling thich ca khuc “The end of the world”, bdi vi cau noi
cau tung tréng bac ha, va con vi sy am hiéu cua ciu ddi v4i mach
hoc.......... " Jill nghiéng dau, "T6i dd 4m thim diéu tra mot chut vé Sean
Elvis, nguot nay ¢ dai hoc hoc nganh hau can, hoc thém doanh tiéu, tit ca
khong hé lién quan dén mach hoc."

"Ky that tat ca nhimg diéu d6 khong thé iy ra lam 1y do, chi 13 tring
hop ma tho6i." Sean mim cuoi.

"Con boi vi.......... Cau cho t61 cam giac cau chinh la Vincent."
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"Pimg mii séng véi qua khi, Jill."

"Nhung Sean, cau khong phai 1a qué khir, cau 1a ‘hién tai’."
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Chwong 53

"Vay xem nhu toi 1a Sean Elvis khong tot sao?" Sean biét, nhiing 10i
nay da 13 ciu tra 16i cho nghi van cua Jill. Bon ho 14 nhitng ngudi theo chu
nghia duy vat, s& khong tin c6 chuyén linh hén chuyén hoan, kiép trudc
kiép nay.

Thé nhung nhiing gi Sean trai qua it nhat da ching minh Thuong Dé
ngﬁu nhién ciling s€ dién lén mot 14n, 1am cho mét linh hdon séng lai trong
than xac ciia mdt nguoi khac.

"Co tinh toan gi khong? Sau khi cau vé nude éy‘?" Jill la1 ngémg mat lén,
tuoi cudi, ky that anh ta ¢3 sém chuan bi tinh than budng tay khoi doan tinh
cam 4y, Jill cam thay rang thay vi rdi ram véi viéc Sean c6 phai la Vincent
khong, thi chuyén Sean bay gio c6 thé sdng duoc hanh phuc hay khong
cang dang gia dé anh ta quan tam.

"Tdi mudn xuit ngti, sau d6 hoc dai hoc, mach hoc."
Jill cudi nhao, "Nhu vay cdu can thong qua ky thi ACT, tuy rang toi cam
thdy véi nang lyc cuia cau thi nd chi 1a moét mon diém tam. Sau nay cho du

cdu di dau, nhat dinh ciing phai noi cho toi biét."

"Cho nhap hoc to1 cling sap ba muoi tudi .......... Tro1 a, tudi nay con la
sinh vién?" Sean cam thay buon cuoi.

"Cudc doi con nguoi ta cho du bat dau tur thoi diém nao cling khong
muodn, hon nira t61 doan rang trong vong mot nam khong chung cau da co

du tu cach tot nghiép."

"Bat qua, cling c6 thé t61 s€ di lam nhan vién stra chira may tinh."

https://thuviensach.vn



"Nh thi ldy gidy phép."
"M quan bar?"
"Pugc thoi, toi s& nhap ¢o."

Luc do, Hawkins da lan banh xe tro lai.

Jill nhin y mot cai, sau d6 cii dau hon 1én tran Sean, "Gap lai sau,
Sean."

"Ja

"Chuyén gi?" D1 dén gan cura, Jill quay dau lai.

"To1 thich nu cuo1 cua anh."

"Aha, trude kia Vincent noi to1 cuodi giong mot tén cao gia."

"Do 1a vi cau ta khong du hiéu biét anh." Sean xua xua ban tay trai, anh
cam on Thuong D¢ da cho anh mot co hdi song lan thir hai, khién anh quen
biét rat nhi€u nguol moi, cling thyc sy hiéu dugc nguotl ban cli ma trude
day anh chua bao gio hicu.

Doi cho tiéng budc chan cua Jill bién mat, Sean quay dau lai, c6 chut
budn cuoi: "Toi cam thay bénh cua anh von la ra vé hinh thirc vay thoi, cu

ludn & canh t6i, anh khong thay nham chan sao?"

Hawkins lac dau, cham rai noi: "Lac nay téi s€ di Miami, chd me cua
to1, cau di cung vaoi toi di."

"Toi c6 mot it chuyén riéng phai xtr 1y, that 1au roi t6i khong co vé nha
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"Nhung cha me cau déu da mat." Hawkins nhin sau vao trong mat Sean,
mudn nam 1ay tha tinh ty ma y nhin khong hiéu trong mat anh, "Cau trd vé
do6 ro1 tham chi con khong ¢6 ai ¢ bén dé cham s6c cho cau.”

Lic nay Sean m&i nhé ra, khi “minh” bi chan thuong dau tai bd doi dac
chung, chi c6 mgt nguoi phu nit tén 1a Mercy goi dién dén hoi tham tinh
hinh cua anh, ma Jack ciling da noi, cha ctua “Sean” da qua doi tur luc “anh”
mo1 hoc trung hoc, me “anh” cling da qua doi mot nam trudc vi ung thu
phoi.

“Sean” qua that khong co6 than nhan.

"T6i mudn tr& vé dé ¥ qua phong ¢ do cha me toi dé lai, thim bac
Mercy va cd em ho Tracy, con bé di noi cho toi tré vé Washington, nd sé
moi t6i tham gia hon 1€ ctia nd."

"Nghe ra.......... Cau chua vé nudc da khan cap nghi dén phai thoat khoi

Loi ctia Hawkins khién Sean hoi hoi stng sbt, anh qua that c6 ¥ dinh
cham dut quan hé ctia minh cung Hawkins, nhung khong phéi bang phuong
thtre kich liét, ma cham réi, dan dan dé thoi gian x6a nhoa tat ca.

"Chung ta c¢6 vo s6 thoi gian."

"Cau phai goi dién thoai cho t61." Hawkins dung mot loai ngir khi pha
chat mang ménh 1€nh, noi.

"RO, Sir." Sean bat cuoi.

"Néu v€ nudc trong vong mdt tuan con chua nhan dugc dién thoai ctua
cau to1 s€ di tim cau." Hawkins noi.

"To1 s€ goi cho anh."
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"T61 biét dia chi nha cau, Sean. Con ca bac Mercy, tat ca nhirng nguodi
cau quen biét, to1 déu co the tra dugce."

Sean tho dai, "Nghe, 101 cua anh khién toi co cam giac anh 1a ké theo
doi dién cudng."

"To61 chi muon nodi vo1 cau, cho du cau ¢ bat cir noi nao, to1 déu co thé
tim duoc cau."

Sean ngang dau, khé hon 1én mat Hawkins.

"Hawkins, sau nay anh van s& & lai EOD sao? Sé& khong tht di don vi
nao khac?"

"Chi ¢6 & EOD méi c6 thé chinh dién giao phong véi Montero James,
khong phai sao?"

Sean nd nu cuoi.

Day la lan cuoi cung anh ho1 Hawkins van dé nay, c6 1€ Hawkins sé
vinh vién khong hi€u dugc dung ¥ ctia anh khi héi y van dé nay 1a gi.

"Khi t61 khong ¢ bén canh anh, anh cling phai nhé ré di€ém mau chot cua
minh." Sean ndm chat tay y, anh mat Hawkins tr¢ nén 6n hoa, ngon tay y

dan cai vao vo1 ngon tay anh.

Ngay hom sau, Sean duogc dua ra khoi bénh vién, chi can Hawkins theo
tién.

"Nho 16 101 cau da htra." Hawkins 6m 14y anh trude khi Sean 1én xe.
C6 hong Sean co6 chut nghen ngio, anh guong gao siét chit vong tay:

"Hen gap lai, Hawkins."
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Anh ciing d3 ting htra véi toi, toi tin rang dén nay anh van con nhd
10.......... Nhung nhé 16 va thuc hién duogc lai 1a hai chuyén hoan toan khac

skoksk

Sau nhiéu gid ngdi mdy bay, Sean vé t6i cd thd Washington.

Chuyén bay mét mdi ciing khong giam bdt duoc cam giac hung phan
khi vé dén qué huong cia anh.

Xubng may bay, mot si binh chd sin, chao anh, sau d6 gitp anh day xe
lan ra thong dao.

Bac Mercy cung Tracy va vi hon phu cta ¢6 da doi anh & do.

"A con trai ta!" Mercy 6m chat Sean, chit dén muc anh co hd
khong thé ndi, sau d6 hon anh that néng nhiét 1én hai ma, "Con khong biét
bac da lo lang cho con biét bao nhiéu!"

Tracy di t&i, giup Sean day xe lan va noi: "Anh khong biét dau Sean, khi
me biét anh xin dugc diéu dén Baghdad ba di vo cing tirc gian, tuy rang
lam bd doi dac chung cling khong thoai mai.......... Nhung khi biét EOD 1a
gi, ba mudn ndi dién 1én! Ba van ludn 1ai nhai réng anh muén di chiu chét,
t6t nhat vinh vién khong can vé nha. Bat qua khong dén mot tuan, ba lién
mdi ngdy déu ngdi trudec TV xem tin tirc, 1at bao chi, vira nghe thay vu nd
bom tap kich nao d6 lién 1ap tirc lo réi 1én."

Sean ngang dau 1én nhin vé phia bac Mercy, trong long thuc sy cam
dong. Ky that doi v6i ngudi phu nit nay, anh khong c6 nhitng cam tinh ma
than nhan can co, boi vi anh chiém c than thé cua Sean nhung khong Sean
tri nh¢, anh khong rd ngudi phu nit nay dbi voi “minh” c6 bao nhiéu yéu
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thuong. Nhung hién tai, c6 nguoi néi voi1 anh ngudi phu nit nay 1a bac cua
anh, 12 mot nguoi than vo cung quan tam dén anh.

"Ta nghe dugc tin con bi thuong.......... That su s¢ té1 mic khong biét
phai lam gi nira, ta di gido duong cau nguyén, di tham mo cha me con, khéan
cau ho phu ho con.......... Chua o1, sau d6 bon ho néi cho ta biét, con khong
sao hét, co thé vé nha, Sean than yéu.......... Ta chi xin con ding khién ta lo
au nhur thé nira!"

Sean ndm tay ba, "Bac Mercy, bac yén tam, con sé khong lai di dén
nhirng noi nguy hiém nira."

"Sean, anh da san sang tham du hon I¢ cua em sao?" Tracy héi, vi hon
phu ctia ¢6 mim cuodi nhin anh.

"Puong nhién, chi cAn em khong ngai anh trai cia em ngoi trén xe lan
dén tham du." Trén thuc té hon 18 cta c6 duoc to chire tai nira thang sau, lic
d6 tuy canh tay anh chua thé d& thach cao nhung anh d3 c6 thé roi khoi xe
lan.

Sean cung moi nguoi vé dén cdn hg cii cua cha me anh. Nhitng ngay
“anh” khong & nha, can h§ déu do mot tay bac Mercy don dep.

Luc ho di vao, phong khach khong nhiém mot hat bui, phong riéng cia
“Sean” cling dugc trai ga givong méi tinh, tat ca bai tri déu thuc Am 4p, khi
anh ngdi xudng sé pha, nham mat lai, hit mot hoi, ngui thdy mui hong tra
thom ngat bay ra tir trong bép.

"Suy nghi gi vay?" Vi hon phu ctia Tracy ngdi & bén kia so pha 1én tiéng
hoi.
"Nghi vé tiéng bom nd, tiéng vién dan bay ra khoi nong va tiéng xe ting

nghién trén mat duong rot cuc da ro1 xa to1." Sean bong nhién hi€u dugc, co
1€ day mai 1a cude song ma anh hang mong mudn.
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Ngay luc do6, chuong dién thoai vang lén, Tracy kéu: "Sean, c6 dién
thoai cua anh!"

"DPién thoai cua anh?" Sean dugc do 1én xe lan, tham suy nghi minh vira
moi trd veé, sao lai c6 nguoi goi dién thoai vé nha dau?

"Hi, to1 1a Sean."

"Cau d3 vé dén nha ." Gigng no1 mang theo phong cach doc déo, lanh
180 nhung khong 1anh khéc, chi c6 Hawkins.

"Hawkins?" Sean stmg sbt trong chdc 1at méi phan tmg lai dugc, "Anh
that su tim duoc sb dién thoai nha riéng cua to1?"

"Cau c6 khoe khong?"

Vira vé dén nha mot luc lién nghe thay thanh 4m cila y, Sean cam thay
mot chat vui suéng, nhung 1a dong thoi lai 6 mot it kho sap. Ky that néu y
khong goi dién thoai, Sean tin rﬁng minh ¢6 thé dem tinh cam cta anh danh
cho y dat vao mot noi anh s€ khong bao gio dung dén, sau d6 cham rai
quén.

"Tbi tot 1am, anh thé nao? Khi nao thi ¢i Miami?"

"T6i cling sap 1én may bay."

"Hmm."

"T6i so khi dang ¢ trén may bay thi cau goi dén."

Sean bat cudi, Hawkins khong biét anh cin ban khong c6 v dinh goi
dién thoai cho y.
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"Hy vong anh c6 mdt ky nghi vui vé & Miami cung me¢ cia minh."

Luc nay, tiéng bac Mercy vong ra tir phong bép, "Sean, tra chiéu da
chuan bi xong rdi! Con ¢ banh trimg néng hoi va banh quy bo, con phai dn
hét tat ca sd banh nay!"

"Sean, to1 nho cau."
Sean hit mot hoi, dung giong 6n nhu noi: "Anh c6 thé ty choi phi hanh
ki* dé phan tan loai tdm tinh nay." (*Mot loai choi ¢, ta khong biét 1a co

gi. TT/TT)

"Vi sao t6i phai phan tan loai tim tinh nay? Nhiing luc nhd dén ciu toi
cam thay rat vui vé."

Nu cudi mim nd trén moi Sean khién Tracy di ra tir trong bép véi tach
tra trén tay phai nhudéng may. Ky that Hawkins no61 cau néi kia chi don
thuidn mudn bay to cam giac cia minh ma thoi, y tuyét d6i khong ¥ thuc
dugc do6 1a mot cau tan tinh ngot ngao.

"Tét, ¢6 diéu t6i phai di udng tra chiéu, 1an sau lai tan gau."

.......... Gap lai sau."

Ch¢ Sean trd vé ban, Tracy giéu cot anh, "Sean, cudc goi do dén tir mot
cd bé xinh dep phai khong?"

"P¢ la dan Ong, anh ta it noi it cuoi, ki€u ngao tu phuy, tuy nhién dang
nguoi co thé khién nam gi61 ham mo, dién mao khién cho nit 2161 hét choi

tai.

"Cai gi? Pan 6ng?" Tracy to ra khong thé tin noi.
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Chwong 54

"Anh ta 13 chién hitu cta anh, cai gi dién phu trach pha bom 4ay." Sean
budn cudi bd sung.

Tracy giat minh hiéu ra, "Anh ta nhat dinh 1 rat y nay, néu khong phai
vi anh ta.......... Anh ciing s& khong bi thuong. Bat qué Sean, vira roi vé mat
cudi cua anh rat gidng nhu thé anh dang nghe ban géi cia lam niing."

Sean suyt chit nita phun ngum hong tra dang ngdm trong miéng ra
ngoai, anh khong thé twdng twong bo dang cuia Hawkins luc lam niing.

Tén kia cho du 1am niing ciing chi ¢6 thé 1a dung giong ménh 1énh muén
anh 1am cai nay lam cai kia hodc chiém liy giudng cua anh, sau d6 nam
phia sau 6m chit 1ay anh khong budng tay.

Budi t6i Sean ngi rat ngon gidc, Bac Mercy ngu lai nha anh, vi trudc
khi d& bo thach cao Sean con can nguoi chiéu cd. Sean tu 1én cho minh mot
ké hoach ngan han, dau tién 1a phai tham gia Tracy hon 18, sau d6 dién vao
don xin xuét ngii. Sau hon 18, anh sé& thuc hién mot chuyén du lich dai ngay.

Vai ngdy tiép theo, Sean & nha cam thay c6 chit nham chan, Bac Mercy
lién 16i anh di dao siéu thi, cung ba chon do an, gia vi v.v... Phu nit duong
nhu c6 mot loai dam mé khong thé hiéu ndi danh cho siéu thi, ho vao siéu
thi tir [ac 3h nhung mai dén Iac 5h méi di thanh toan, Sean hau nhu bj mot
loat hang hoa cho tinh tién 1am cho choang vang mudn ngét.

V¢é dén nha, Bac Mercy lién bat dau lam bira toi.

"Lam mi ong format duoc khong bac Mercy?" Sean vira nhan nat mé
TV vura hoi.
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"O con trai ta, truéc kia con dau c6 thich format."

Sean 4m tham thé ludi: "Tir sau luc bi chan thuong & dau, con lién thay
huong vi ciia format thuc khong toi."

Hai nguoi noi chuyén phiém vai cau, dién thoai lién vang, Sean chuyén
xe lan sang phia di¢n thoai, "Day la nha Elvis."

"Sean, buoi chiéu cau di noi nao?" La Hawkins.

"Cung bac Mercy di siéu thi, mua vai thir." Thanh am vang Ién bén kia
dién thoai qua nhién khién Sean c6 chit cing thang.

"Cau di dong v s& goi dién cho t6i mdi tudn." Giong Hawkins co chut
tram thap, nhung khong phai hon gian, cai loai tAm tinh ndy Sean chua timg
nhén thiy & y trude day, no co vé nhu la.......... Ué oai.

"Nhung con chua qua mot tuan, khong phai sao?" Sean trén an y, "Anh
cling biét em gai t6i sap két hon, moi chuyén déu co vé voi vang. That ra
néu anh khong goi cho t6i, c6 thé toi s& goi cho anh." Chi la "C6 thé" ma
thoi.

"Khi nao thi c6 ay cir hanh hon 187"

"Con chua dén mot tuan, anh s€ khong thé tudng tugng noi1 con bé ban
ron cudng quyt biét bao nhiéu." Sean nd nu cuoi, "Anh va me¢ anh thé nao?"

"Ba ay thich tu hoi, thich rugu ngon, con c6 ca nhirng ga tudi tac so voi
to1 con nhé dang tan tinh ba."

"Nhu vy Hawkins phu nhan nhat dinh 14 mot nguoi phu nir quyén rii
mé hon."
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"Cho ta s6 dién thoai cam tay cua cau di, t61 khong muon goi dién dén
nha cau lai khong gap duoc cau.”

Sean nhudng may: "Toi con tuong ngay ca s6 may ca nhan cua téi anh
déu co6 thé diéu tra dugc?"

"Noi cho t6i di, Sean." Hawkins vin ngan gon nhu trudc, nhung da
khong c6 vé ap bach nhu ngay con & Baghdad.

"Tot, cho to1 ¢ s6 cam tay to1 s€ cho anh biét." Ma trudce khi hon 1€ cua
Tracy cham dut Sean cling khong c6 y dinh mua mot cai may cam tay nao.

Bon ho tiép tuc tro chuyén thém vai cau.

Ky that khi nhan dugc dién thoai cua y, Sean c6 mdt chut vui sudng, néu
anh khong goi dién thoai cho y, ma khoang cach giita cac 1an Hawkins goi
dién cho anh cang ngay cang thua thét, c6 phai 1a mbi quan hé cua ho da

xong?

Thuc sy, Sean van c6 chut khong dirt bé duoc, du sao Hopkins ciing 1a
nguoi ma anh da dung tinh mang di yéu.

Cudc dién thoai nay da kéo Sean vao chuoi ngay cho doi.

Trudce khi hon 1€ ctia Tracy dién ra, Sean d& thach cao trén dui, diéu nay
cling giap anh thoat ly xe lan.

Khi anh cung Bac Mercy di vao bai do xe cua bénh vién, cd nguoi goi
anh.

"A—— Sean?"
Sean nhin lai, thdy mot thanh nién deo kinh tring mic au phuc dang di

vé phia nay.
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"Eric?" Sean hau nhu khong nhéan ra nguoi nay 1a si quan phién dich tai
Baghdad, hinh nhu trong khoang thoi gian nay anh ta cling da hoan thanh
dot nghia vy, khong ngd nhanh nhu vay di vé tGi Washington, "Anh khong
mic quan phuyc toi lién sap nhan khong ra 13 ail"

"T61 nghe nod1 anh bi thuong kha nghiém trong, con phai vao bénh vién
lam ICU!" Eric di vong quanh Sean mét vong, "Bat qua toi thay anh c6 vé
cling khong té 1am, thach cao trén tay bao gio thi thao dugc?"

"Con phai doi thém mot tudn." Sean gitp Bac Mercy bo d6 trén xe day

"

vao cop, "Bac, con gap ban cii, cho nén..........

"Pi thoi, di thoi!" Bac Mercy cudi voi Eric, "May thir nay khong ning,
tir ta c6 thé bé chung vao nha."

"Vay con Eric? C6 ranh ciing t6i udng tach ca phé khong?"

"Puong nhién la c6, hom nay to61 chi dén bénh vién dé léy mot phﬁn bao
c40 cho anh trai toi ma thoi, toi biét mot tiém ca phé kha ngon & quing
truong."

Hai ngudi dén quan ca phé ma Eric gidi thiéu, hom nay khach rét it, bon
ho tim mot vi tri gr:fln cira so, ng(‘A)i xuéng. Sean goi mdgt tdch Blue Moutain,
Eric goi mdét tach Latte.

Hai ngudi n6i chuyén phiém that 1au.

"Vay sau nay anh c6 du dinh gi khong?" Eric hoi.

"Ky that cling khong co6 gi, loal cudc séng yén binh nay rat tuyét. Co
nguoi nodi da ra chién trudng r6i, trd vé khoé thich tmg duoc voi cudc song

hang ngay ctia ngudi binh thudng, nhung toi lai cam thy cudc séng khong
c6 nhitng dot tuan tra, khong c6 bom nay rat dang quy."
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"Vay sao?" Eric khé nhiu may, "T61 nghe n6i chd anh nghi ngoi xong
quay vé bo doi dic chung bao danh, bon ho c6 thé s& diéu anh dén quan doi
cua Trung tuéng Hawkins."

"Cai gi?" Sean ngay ra mdt luc, "Vi sao lai di€u to61 dén d6?"

Nu cuo1 tao nha lich thi€p cua Eric c6 chut an y: "Puong nhién 1a vi
chién hitu cii cua anh, Howard Hawkins, c6 1€ anh ta mudn tim mot noi an
toan dé coi chung anh."

Néu binh thuong, anh c6 thé thdy chuyén nay thuc vé van, nhung lay
tinh cach ctia Hawkins ma néi, khong gi 1a khong thé.

"B6 qua cho sy dudng dot cua toi, nhung qua thyc 1a mdi 1an thay anh
cung Hawkins & canh nhau, toi s& thay hai nguoi.......... No6i nhu thé nao nhi,
hai nguoi cho ngudi ta cam gidc so voi chién hiru hodc 12 ngudi hop tac
cang thém an y."

"An y? Pay 1a 10i no6i hai hudc nhat t6i timg nghe duoc. Sy an y duy
nhat giita chung t6i chinh 1a anh ta khong ngimg pha bom tréi thi tuc, sau
d6 khién t6i cang thém dé phong. Lan nay hai chung toi bi thuong chang
phai vi thé hay sao?" Sean sd so dau, "Ky that ngay hom qua toi da trinh
don xin xuat ngil."

Eric tra ho doan trude Sean s€ lya chon nhu vay: "Vi sao to1 lai c6 cam
giac ké dién Hawkins s€ vi vay ma dién lo1 hai hon?"

"Nguo1 anh em, hay nhin canh tay cua to1 nay, t61 khong co tam tu di
quan tim ai d6 dién hay khong dién." Sean so so ti, ldy ra mot tam thiép

moi, "Tuan nay c6 em ho cua to1 s€ két hon, c¢6 ranh thi dén nhé."

Eric nhan 1ay thi€ép moi, cudi noi: "Puong nhién 1a ¢ ranh."

https://thuviensach.vn



Vé dén nha, Bac Mercy lién no6i cho Sean: "C6 mot vi tén la Hawkins,
tu xung la ban cua con goi di¢n dén, anh ta néi khi nao con tré ve thi goi lai
cho anh ta."

"Con biét roi!" Sean thé dai, nguoi nay s& khong dinh mdi ngay déu goi
dién thoai dén day di? Trong nha c6 mot may dién thoai ban dat trong
phong khac, mot may ndi tuyén trong phong riéng ctia anh. Sean rat phich
cam dién thoai, sau d6 1at dng nghe ndi tuyén trong phong minh 1én, du sao
néu Tracy goi may ban khong duoc, ¢ s& goi vao may cam tay cua me
minh.

Nam & trén giudng, anh cling hiéu duoc hanh vi ciia minh c6 chat ngiy
tho. Anh han phai néi cho Hawkins biét anh khong phai 1a White cua v,
nhung anh lai khong thé nhic dén céi tén kia trudc mit y. Anh ciling khong
muén khuyén Hawkins budng tha cho viéc truy dudi Montero, boi vi
Montero 1a mét phuong huéng ddn Hawkins di tiép trong cudc doi minh.

Cuoi tuan da dén, Sean mdc tiy trang.
Hon 1€ cua Tracy dugc t6 chirc ¢ ngoai troi, theo kiéu picnic. Nguoi dén
tham du rat dong, c6 1€ boi vi cha ré 1a quan 1y b phan tiéu thu cia mot

cong ty nao d4. chinh 1a mit ¢ hon 1€.

Trong ca hon 1€, ngudi ma Sean biét dugc co ho khong cé ai, may ma
anh da moi Eric.

Loi thé trude Chua dién ra dep nhu trong dién anh.
Khi Tracy hudng vé phia cac nit tin khach cia minh tung hoa, c¢6 18 vi
cd qua kich dong ma bo hoa bay véo dén trudc ban cua Sean, tap ngd mot ly

rugu, sau do bo hoa ndy 1én roi vao trong long Sean.

Céc quy co quay dau lai nhin anh, Sean gio tay trai, "Nay..........
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Eric hudng anh nang ly: "Chac mung anh, Sean."

"Puoc roi.......... " Sean cam lay bo hoa, n6i vdi cac quy co, "Cac quy co
than mén! Lan nay moi cac vi bat cho chuan xac nhé!"

Noéi xong, anh lai mot 1an nita tung bo hoa 1én, nhin cac c¢6 gai vuon dai
canh tay hao htrc, anh mim cuoi.

"Phu nit ky that 1a mot loai dong vat thuc dang yéu."

Eric nghe thdy bén than cudi: "Péng tiéc Hawkins s& theo dudi anh
khong tha."

Budi t6i ngay hom d6, Sean khoac ba 16 1én vai.

Bac Mercy ding & cura, ¢6 chut lo lang, "Con trai, thach cao trén tay cua
con con chua do, khong can phai voi va di du lich nhu vay. Con con rat

"

nhicu thoi gian..........

"Chinh vi chiing ta ludn cam thay minh con rat nhiéu thoi gian nén maéi
tu tao ra cho minh nhiéu ti€c nudi nhu vay." Sean cuoi di ra cua, "Giap con
cham soc can hd nay, con yéu bac!"

"Ta ciing yéu con, thing nhoc hu hong khong biét mét moi nay." Béc
Mercy that sau thé dai.

Sean ngan lai mot chiéc xe taxi, di san bay. Anh c6 du cam, Hawkins
nhét dinh s& goi rat nhiéu cudc dién thoai, ma 1an nao cling khong chuyén
dugc. Theo nhu tinh cach cia y, chi so rat nhanh y s& tir Miami chay dén
Washington.

Anh biét Hawkins s& di tim minh, néu y tim dugc anh, vay thi
Sean s& hoi y khi ndo thi c¢6 thé cham dat chuyén tim kiém bong dang cua
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White trén nguoi anh. Néu y khong tim thdy anh, hodc 1a c6 mot ngay y
dirng lai, nhu vdy Sean biét, tinh cdm ma anh danh cho y ciing ¢6 thé chim
dut.
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Chwong 55

Hau nhu ngay vao luc Sean dén duoc san bay, Hawkins cling da toi
trudc cira nha anh & Washington.

Nghe thiy chudng ctra vang, Bac Mercy tir lau hai di xudng dudi, ba

tuéng Sean quén do, "Sean.......... " Clra md, ba lai nhin thdy mot thanh nién

"

anh tuin mic 40 so mi ding & ngoai ctra. "Anh la..........
"To1 1a ban cua Sean, Howard Hawkins."
"A, chién hitu cta Sean ¢ Baghdad dung khong? Cau da timg goi dién
cho thé“mg bé vai lan." Bac Mercy moi1 Hawkins vao nha, "Cau dén that
khong dung luc, Sean di du lich."

"Du lich? Cau ta di tu lac nao?" Hawkins cau may.

Bac Mercy bi khi thé 1anh trdm cta y khién cho sting lai, "Pa hon hai
tiéng dong ho, bay gid han 1a da lam dang ky."

Hawkins bat day roi di, dén cura, y quay dau lai n61 mot cau, "Gap lai
sau, bac Mercy."

Y di ra cira, don mét chiéc taxi chay td1 san bay.
O trén xe, y lay dién thoai cAm tay ra goi cho mot nguoi.

"DPicu tra xem mdt nguoi tén la Sean Elvis di chuyén bay nao? Cau ta
mot quan nhan."

"Lam sao vay, khong bat dugc bdo boi cua minh sao?" Pau bén kia di¢n
thoai, mot giong nit kéo dai tréu gheo: "Ta da sdm no61 phuong phap niu gilr
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dan ong va phuong phap gitr lay dan ba khéng han giébng nhau, hai

"Me, con can s6 hiéu chuyén bay." Hawkins ngin gon cat ngang loi
nguoi phy nit dang c6 xu thé thao thao bat tuyét.

"So tai khoan cua han?"
"Con khong biét." Hawkins nhiu mi.

"Con ye€u, lan sau nhat dinh phai héi 1o s6 tai khoan cua han, boi vi
chung ta c6 thé nghi bién phap dong bang tai khoan, hodc khi sd tai khoan
ctia hin duoc st dung & noi nao, ching ta co thé nhd ban beé & dia phuong
gilr chan hén lai, khién cho hén trir & bén canh con ra khong con chd nao dé
di."

"S6 hi€u chuyén bay." Hawkins n6i xong lién clp dién thoai.

Hon mdt gio sau, Hawkins t61 san bay, y nhan dugc dién thoai cua mau
than dai nhan.

"Con yéu, hén 1én chuyén bay di New York, ngoai ra, hi¢n tai hén di ra

khoi cira kiém tra clia san bay, ta von dinh khau luu han nhung khong kip

n

roi.

"Vay hiy bao dam luc cdu ta roi khoi New York nguoi cua me co thé
bat dugc cau ta." Hopkins dén trudc quay ban vé, mua vé di New York.

"Bat qua néu han di xe ltra hoac 1a di bg, ta lién bat luc. Con ta, chic
con may man."

skeskok

Gio phut nay, Sean don mot chiée xe taxi dén nha nghi.
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Noi nay la noi Vincent Mann 16n 1én, mac du hién tai anh tr¢ thanh
Sean, nhung diéu d6 khong thé thay d6i rang anh vo ciing quen thudc thanh
phd nay.

Ngay mai anh mudn di dén khu md vién, di€u nay cd chiut buon cuoi,
chinh minh di cho chinh minh tham mo.

Hawkins ha phi co, tiép tuc goi dién thoai. Mac du ban dau khong co
nguoi nhac may, nhung Hawkins phat huy tinh than cb chap cua y, goi mai
cho dén khi d6i phuong nhic may méi bo qua.

Pau bén kia dién thoai hién nhién dang tién hanh loai van dong vé dém
vura kich dong vira sang khoai bac nhét, "Me n6! Hawkins, cau c6 biét hién

tai 1a may gio roi khong?"

"Johnny, toi can anh gitp ti lay cho toi bang theo ddi viéc sir dung thé
tin dung cua mot nguoi tai New York."

"Puogc ro1, gui tén cua han vao dién thoai cho to61, sang mai to61 giup cau
lay.

"T61 can ngay bay gio."

"Lay Chua, dac vu cua FBI cling can duoc ngu a!"

"Vay ngay mai dua cho t6i." No6i xong lién clip may.

Nguoi dan ong bi quay ray hung tri nam sap 1én ngudi “vuu vat”, bat
dac di tho dai, "Lic trude anh c¢6 bi nd chét ciing khong nén dé ngudi nay

cuu, ca do1 thiéu han no an tinh!"
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Sang sém, Sean tra phong, mang theo hanh 1y. Anh mua mét bon bac ha
nho & mot ctra hang ban hoa, sau d6 ngdi nhiéu tiéng déng ho trén xe bus dé
dén khu mo vién.

Néi thyc ra, anh can ban khong biét minh duoc an tang & dau, chuyén
nay c6 vé that khoi hai.

Duéi anh sang ban mai, mo vién cling khong c6 vé lanh 1€o, cic ngdi
mo nam chinh t€ dia san sat. Cay xanh bao trum trén m¢ dia, giong nhu day
khong phai la noi dung chan ctua nhitng gi thi€u sinh khi.

Sean di qua timg diy, timg diy, rot cuc thay tén Vincent Mann.

Anh cham rai buong bon bac ha nho xuéng, ngoéi xo6m phia trudc md,
cuoi khé mot tieng: "Hi, Vincent!"

Anh bdng c6 rat nhiéu diéu mubn nodi v6i mo bia nay, nhung nhat thoi
lai khong biét phai bat dau tir dau.

Luc nay, phia xa xa c6 mdt ¢6 gai di to1, dung lai bén canh anh.
"Anh la.......... ban cua Vincent?"
"

Sean ngang dau, cing ngac goi tén ¢6 gai, "Emily..........

Emily c6 chut kinh ngac, "Anh c6 biét tén tdi, xem ra anh that 1a ban
cua Vincent."

Lic nay Sean méi nhd ra minh hién tai da khong phai 1a Vincent, cho du
nguyén nhan dé Vincent chay dén Baghdad 14 vi c6 da cing nguoi ban trai

khac mang thai va két hon, hién tai nhé téi, 1y do nay thuc khoi hai.

"Pung vay, chung t61 1a ban."
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"Cin ctr khong quan T25?" Emily dat bo hoa loa kén xudng, nhin bon
bac ha nho va cudi, "Sao toi lai quén mat nhi, ky that anh ay thich nhat 13
bac ha."

"Khong ngo ¢6 con nhé rd cdu ta." Sean hoi mim cuoi.

"Anh 4y 1a méi tinh dau cta t6i." Emily ngdi xudng bén canh Sean, "Ky
thire toi da trao cho anh Ay nhitng gi dep nhat ctia doi t6i. Vi du nhu nu hon
dau tién, va ca lan dau tién.......... Hién tai nghi lai, tuy rﬁng tr sau khi anh
ay di vao can ct khéng quan thi anh 4y khong thuong & bén toi nita, nhung
t01 nghi, nhat dinh anh éy rat mudn cho toi that nhiéu that nhiéu diéu tot
dep, chi 13 toi so hai su ¢6 don khi anh ay khong ¢ bén t6i, vi thé toi dd mat
anh 4y."

"Nhitng 10i nay dimg dé chong cta co nghe thay, anh ta s& ghen!" Sean
mim cuoi.

"Xem ra hai ngudi 1a ban than, bang khong anh ay s& khong cho anh
biét anh éy thich bac ha, con ca chuyén cua toi nira. Han 1 anh éy con cho
anh xem anh cia t6i, bang khong lam thé nao vira nhin thay toi anh da goi
duoc tén?"

"Pung vay, cau ta ndi voi téi ¢ 1a mot ¢6 gai tbt."

"That bat ngo, binh thuong dan ong bi ban gai da réi s& rat it noi vé co
ta, lai con khen ngoi." Emily gio tay vudt ve nhé nhe 1én mo bia, "Vincent,
anh khong ngai em va ban ciia anh cung di uéng mot ly chi?"

"T61 nghi cau ta khong ngai." Sean cuoi noi.

Luc nay Hawkins dang ngdi trén xe di dén nha tro ma t6i qua Sean da &
lai, ban ctia y noi cho y biét toi qua Sean da dung thé tin dung ¢ day. Nhung
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khi y t&1, nhan duoc cling chi 1a tin Sean da tra phong.

"Shit!" Hawkins ¢6 cam gidc thuc that bai.

"... Nhung t6i thay anh ta sang cira hang ban hoa & phia d6i dién trudc
khi di." Nguoi phu nit & quy tiép tin thy y c6 vé thuc néng long bén bod
sung thém mot cau.

"Cam on!" Hawkins di dang phd d6i dién. Chu ctra hang ban hoa 12 mot
nguoi phu nir tré, dira con nhé cua cd dang ngdi trén mot chiée ghé xinh

xan choi bup bé.

Hawkins di vao cling khong han huyén du thira gi, y truc tiép dua anh
cua Sean ra trudc mat co, "Co co tirng gap nguoi nay khong?"

"Sang nay anh ta d3 dén day mua hang."
"Mua cai gi ?"
"Bac ha, mdt bon bac ha nhd."

Bé gai ngo1 trén chiéc ghé nho ngang dau Ién noi: "Chl ay noi, chu ay
muon di khu mo vién thim mdt nguoi ban."

"Pung dung, to1 gioi thiéu voi anh ta mot it hoa loa keén, nhung anh ta
noi1 chi can bac ha la dua ro1."

"Anh ta ¢6 nhac to1 di khu mo vién nao khong?"
"Khong, vung ngoai 6 New York c6 dén vai khu."

"Cam on."
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Hawkins hit mot hoi, di ra khoi ctra hang ban hoa lai goi cho Johnny,
"Giap t61 tra xét xem mot binh linh tén 1a Vincent Mann dugc choén cat &
dau. Anh ta timg 1¢ thudc cin ctr khong quan T25, sau lai xin dugc diéu dén
Baghdad EOD, dén dau nam nay thi hy sinh."

Pién thoai bén kia, Johnny c6 chut bat dic di, "Rot cude cdu lam sao
vay?"

"Tin tic sdng nay anh cho t61 da cham."
Johnny hiéu y Hawkins, ¥ y 14 1n nay van dé y dua ra phai ngay 1ap tic
c6 dugc dap an. Vai phut sau, Johnny tra 101 y: "Ngoai 6 New York vi tri

T235."

"Cam on." Hawkins clp 1én di¢n thoai, danh xe di t61 khu md vién kia,
tim duoc mo cua Vincent.

Trudc md c6 mot bo hoa loa ken va modt bon bac ha nho.

Hawkins nhin xung quanh, hom nay khong phai cuoi tuan, khap mo
vién chi c6 mdt minh y.

Y cui dau xudng, md ctia Vincent 13 & day.

"T6i mudn tim ciu ta.......... Cau ta lai khong mudn gap to1. Ky that lac &
Baghdad t6i da biét.......... Roi khoi Baghdad, toi sé& khong thé giir chit lay
cau ta bén minh nhu khi & quan doanh."

Hawkins ng61 xom xudng, dua tay cham lén md bia.

"Cau ta dén tham anh, vay cau ta c6 nodi qua té1 phai lam nhu thé nao
moi c6 thé gitr lay cau ta?"

"Cau ta co noi cho anh biét, vi sao.......... Cau ta khong muon gap t61?"
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D1 dong rung 1én, phu nhan Hawkins goi téi.
"Con yéu, con d3 tim dugc chii chudt nhoé dang an nap kia chua?"

"Van chuwa. Nhung han 13 cau ta van con & New York." Hawkins tam
dung mdt chut, "Me, dong bang tai khoan ngan hang cua cau ta di."

"To6t, nhu vay han nhat dinh s€ di ngan hang, sau do han s€ bi khau luu,
con chi can giong mgt nguwoi anh hung giai cru han 1a dugce." Hawkins phu
nhan nghi nghi, "Hoac 1a han sé danh cho con mét tran toi boi."

Sean ngo1 xe cua Emily vé td1 ndi1 thanh, ho ng6i trong mot quan ca phé.

"Mot ly Blue Moutain, mét ly Cappucino, thém mdt phan banh quy bo."
Sean noi xong, Emily lién giat minh.

"Sao vay?"

"A, khong.......... Khong co gi!" Emily mim cuoi, "Ngay trudc khi to1
cung Vincent hoc trung hoc, sau gio hoc chung t6i s& dén quan ca phé nay.
Binh thuong thanh nién s€ thich xem phim hodc nhiing hoat dong nio nhiét,
nhung ching t6i thich ngdi ¢ chd nay noéi chuyén phiém. Vira roi cach anh
goi ca phé gidng hét anh Ay."

"C6 nhé rat rd chuyén vé cau ta." Sean mim cudi, gio anh da biét
néu ngay ay thay vi ngdi trong cin ctr uéng say dén hon thién am dia, néu
anh tim dén Emily, n6i cho co biét anh yéu ¢6, chang so ¢d c6 mang dia bé
ctia ngudi khac ciling s& khong dé ¥, ¢6 18 bon ho s& c6 mot két thuc khac.
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Chwong 56

"Canh tay cua anh ......... Bi thuong & Bagdad?"
"Pung vy, 1an d& bom cubi cling, bi nd ban ra ngoai."

"Anh vin con song, d6 mai 1a chuyén dang muing nhat." Than sic cua
Emily am dam lai, co 1€ 1a lai nghi t61 Vincent, "Khi nao thi dé thach cao?"

"Vén 14 hom nay, nhung t6i da gip co va gio thi chung ta ¢ day."

"Khong sao, uéng xong to1 s€ dua anh dén bénh vién, con thoi gian ma,
phai khong?"

Emily that su dua Sean dén bénh vién, thach cao di duogc do ra, nhung
vao lac xoat thé, anh lai dugc thong bao rang tai khoan ctia anh d3 bi dong

bang.

"Sao lai thé? Tai khoan cua tdi sao lai bi dong bang?" Sean kinh ngac,
anh doi mot chiéc thé khac, két qua van bi dong bang.

Lic nay, lién ngay ca c6 ho si déu dung anh mat ky quai nhin anh.

Sean danh phai dung tién mat tra phi, ma lic ndy tién mit cta anh chi
con lai c6 mot to 1008 that phang phiu.

Bén canh anh, Emily gio tay nhin dong ho, "Con mdt it thoi gian nita
moéi dén luc ngan hang dong cira, néu khong chung ta di hoi mot chuat di."

"C6 khong so t6i 1a ké xau hodc 1 ké lra déo gi do... sao?" Sean gio gio
thé ngan hang cua minh, "Nguoi tot s& khong bj dong bang tai khoan."
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"T6i tin anh." Emily nghiéng mit nhin vé phia Sean, "Anh la ban cua
Vincent, ti tin tuong anh mat cta Vincent."

Emily cing Sean di dén mot ngan hang & gan nhat.

Sean trinh bay muc dich ctia minh trén quiy, dua ra ID va gidy ching
nhan quan nhan. Nhan vién kiém tra trén may tinh, sau d6 con rat can than
so lai anh trén giay to véi nguoi, sau do dam chiéu liéc nhin Sean.

"Rat xin 151, tai khoan ctia ngai qua that bi dong bing, bén dé nghi dong
bang ciing chi dinh dich danh ngai, tén, ID, mi s6 ching nhin quin nhan
déu khong sai."

"Nhung tat ca tai chinh trong tai khoan cta t6i déu 1a thu nhap hop
phap, xin c6 hay goi di¢n thoai xac nhan lai mot lan nita, duoc cha?" Tuy
rang trong 1ong buc bdi, nhung Sean tin lyc gilt vig thai do lich su.
Chuyén nay thuc ky la, ban than anh 61 Bagdad xuét sinh nhap to vat va
mdi cAm duogc nira cai mang vé dén M¥, nhung tai khoan lai bi dong bang.

Nhan vién goi thém mdt cudc dién thoai, ndéi mdt hai cau lién lap tuc
nhin Sean cuoi xin 161, "C6 mot chut van dé thude vé CIA, viéc dong bang
tai khoan cua ngai 1a nham 1an, xin ngai hiy dén van phong bén kia chd mot
lat, quan 1y ctia chung toi s& tw minh dén tiép ngai."

Emily nhin vé phia Sean: "Anh xem, khong sao r6i d6 thoi?"

Sean cuoi cung thé dai nhe nhom, "T61 con dinh di Hawaii phoi nang
dau!"

"A, xem ra anh d 1én mot ké hoach du lich dudng dai rat ti mi!"

Hai nguoi cung di dén van phong quan 1y, d6i phuong rat nhiét tinh moi
ho ca phé.
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"Xin hoi tai khoan cta toi khi nao thi c¢6 thé tuyét tan?"

"A, ching t0i can chd mdt bang fax tir CIA, sau khi ngai dién xong, tai
khoan s& bi tuyét tan ."

"Cho nén bay gi chiing ta dang doi ban fax cua CIA? Thuong dé phu

"

ho cho hiéu suat lam viéc cua bon ho..........

Tua ho s¢ ho nham chan, quan li rat nhiét tinh gidi thi¢u cac loai quy va
hang muc dau tu cua ngan hang.

Sean cam thay minh s& khong b tién cho may thir nay, nhung Emily lai
cam thay rat hung th.

Hon muoi phut sau, ¢6 nguoi day ctra phong. (Qua thuc rat hiéu suat
nha! *Cuoi lan 1on*)

"Sean." Thanh 4m lanh lanh twa hd thoi tan moi van duc vo hinh ton tai
trong khong khi, trong mét tic tic gibng nhu séng triéu cudn cudn x6 vao

trai tim Sean.

Chéam rai quay dau lai, Sean thdy nguoi dan 6ng anh tuan kia di vé phia
anh, trong thoang chdc, anh khong hé thot duoc mot 1oi.

Quan 1i ding Ién: "Thua ngai..........

Hawkins di dén phia sau Sean, " Howard Hawkins." Y dua gidy to
ching minh than phan cho quan ly.

"Ngai la Mr. Hawkins? Ching t61 doi ngai that lau, ngai da dén day, nhu
vy chang t6i c6 thé tuyét tan tai khoan ctia Mr. Elvis."
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Sean tua ho hiéu ra diéu gi, "Quan 1y, vira r6i ngai di néi chung ta phai
doi fax tur CIA?"

Quan 1y t6 vé that co 161, "Rét xin 16i ngai, CIA mudn chung tdi lay 1y
do giir ngai lai day cho dén khi Mr. Hawkins dén mai c6 thé dé ngai roi di."

Sean trirmg mit nhin Hawkins, trong long mot ¢ phan nd dan dan ndy
1€n, "Chuyén nay thuc sy rat vé van !"

"Sean, 1am sao vay?" Emily cling hiéu duoc tinh hinh truéc mat rat ky
quai, "Nguodi nay la nguoi cua CIA sao?"

"Han khong phai 1a ngudi ciia CIA, han 14 nguoi dién!" Sean tram trong
tho dai, "Emily, chting ta di!"

Emily c6 chat ngo ngac theo sat phia sau Sean.

Con chua di khoi cura, ba vai Sean lién bi nguoi gitr chat, manh mé giat
tro ve.

"Cau muon di dau?" Hawkins gitr chat Sean, hau nhu 6m tron anh vao
long.

Quan li thay tinh hudng c6 chut khong thich hop, "Thua ngai, néu covan
dé gi moi ngai ra ngoai ngan hang giai quyét."

"Budng!" Sean hit dau vé phia sau, danh manh vao cam Hawkins.
Sean nghe thdy mdt tiéng "Click", c6 tay anh chot lanh, anh méi ¥ thic
dugc tén kia thé nhung lai da cong tay anh, ma mot bén con lai ctia cong tay

dung 1a co tay y.

"Shit! Chia khoa dau?!" Sean ciing sap noi dién!
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"Néu 1a vi tréi chit cau, tdi s& khong ngu ngéc dén ndi dit chia khoa
trong ngudi." Hawkins tra 11 thuc binh tinh, binh tinh dén ndi Sean muén
dap vo dau y.

"Sean.......... bay la chuyén gi.......... " Emily thidy ndy mot man hau nhu
da hoan toan ngay dai, "Vi sao anh ta phai cong tay anh?"

"Vi dé cau ta khong thé chay tron." Hawkins tra 10i.

Sean rat mudn giai thich tat ca v6i Emily, nhung anh chot nhan ra minh
khong thé thdt 18n 101. No6i gi day? Noi rang anh cung ngudi dan ong nay co
quan hé “phi thuong mat thiét”, sau d6 anh mudn két thuc méi quan hé dé
nhung ngudi nay quan lay khong tha, tham chi con dung cach dong bang tai
khoan ngan hang ctia anh ctng v4i cong tay nay thtr vé van!

"Sean.......... Anh ay khong phai 13 thanh vién EOD vira tro vé tur
Baghdad sao?" Lic nay Emily cling c6 chut hoai nghi Sean c6 phai that su
1a “nguoi luong thién” hay khong.

"Cau ta 13." Hawkins nhin vé phia Emily, "Vay c0 lai la gi cua cau ta?"

"Tor.......... To1 chi vira méi gdp anh ta ¢ trudc mg cua mdt nguoi ban,

"

sau d6 han huyén tan gau..........

"Emily, xin c6 hdy tin tudong t6i khong phai 13 ngudi xau! La ngudi nay
dau 6c c6 bénh!" Sean mudn di dén gén Emily, Hawkins nhéc ¢ tay, Sean
lién bi cong tay kéo lai.

"La cau khong hé goi dién cho t6i! La cdu khong mat 1oi nhin dé lai da
chay to1 New York! Hién tai cau lai trach t61 dau oc c6 bénh?" Lira gian
trong mat Hawkins da kha ro rang, y tam lay Sean roi khoi van phong,
trede hang trim con mét ctia moi ngudi & dai sanh, 161 Sean ra khoi ngan
hang.
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Emily ngan ngudi ding & chd cii, phia sau quan 1y ngan hang da nhan
dugc dién thoai, tr van phong CIA goi toi.

"Bon ho néi gi? Mr. Elvis that su pham t61 gi sao?" Emily héi.

"Khong, khong phai, CIA bao ching toi tuyét tan tai khoan cia Mr.
Elvis, bon ho ndi anh ta 1a mot quan nhan dang kinh trong.......... " Ong ta so
so dau.

"Vay sao anh 4y con bi nguoi ta cong tay mang di?" Emily 1 vé lo lang.

Sean bi Hawkins 16i kéo di trén dudong phd New York, xung quanh 1a
nhirng toa building san sat, nguoi di duong di ngang qua bén bon ho cling
khong thé khong nhin cham cham chiéc cong tay l6e sang gitra hai nguoi.

"Howard Hawkins! Chia khoa cong tay & chd nao?!" Sean ding lai, vo
luan Hawkins lap x4 nhu thé ndo anh ciing khong di nira.

Hawkins bong nhién manh quay dau lai, dé 1y gy anh, sau d6 la mot
ny hén cudng phong bio té ap dén, y tya hd mudn dung nu hén nay giét
chét Sean, trong nu hon tran day tirc gian, sau khi dién cudng doat 1y lai
dan dan on nhu, gidéng nhu ¢ vo tan tudng niém & bén trong.

Sy chu ¥ cua ngudi qua dudng rét cuc khong dit trén cong tay cua bon
ho nita, tuy rang Sean tinh nguyén bon ho nhin cham cham cong tay xem.

M4y nguoi tré tudi di qua con huyt sdo vang doi, dwong nhién ciing co
ngudi cam thdy hanh vi ciia bon ho that khong hop nhén.

MBJi 1an ho hon nhau déu ¢ trén manh dat Bagdad tran ngip nguy co, chi

c6 lac nay day, bon ho rdt cuc tir khong gian phong bé ctia quan doanh di
vao xa hoi hién dai.
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Hawkins cham rai budng long Sean, hai ngudi tuya trdn vao nhau, cung
nhau thé gap.

"Sean, ndi cho to1 biét.......... Vi sao?" Hawkins cau may lai.

"Puoc, to1 s€ ndi cho anh vi sao." Sean hit mot hoi, "Hién tai t61 hoi anh
di€u gi anh chi can tra 101 to1 'Phai’ hoac 1a 'Khong phar'."

"BIIQ,C."
"Anh phai thanh thyc tra 101 t61."
"BIIQ,C.H

"Nhu vdy, van dé thir nhat, toi bi diéu dén tiéu to cta anh, c6 phai 1a do
anh d yéu cau Sehir Trung giao?"

"Phai."

"Bai vi anh di nhin thdy anh chyp cta t6i trén ho so, t6i rat gibng White
Hawkins?"

Hawkins stmg s6t mot chat, Sean nhin vao mat y, nhin vao sdu trong
long y. Y kh€ hé mi¢ng, that l1au sau maéi dap lai: "Phai."

Pap an nay Sean da sém nghi dén, nhung nghe thiy ddi phuong chinh
miéng ndi ra trong 10ng van thdy mat mat.

"To61 noi1 té1 s€ trd thanh nguoi bdo v¢ phia sau lung anh, c6 phai da
khién anh nhé t6i White?"

.......... Phai." Hawkins cau may, y cdm gidc moi lan minh thanh thyc, y
lién cach Sean cang xa x0i.
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"Ngay d6 sau khi cung Strong tan giu xong, anh t¢i tim t6i, anh néi anh
nhd toi.......... Ky that nguo1 ma anh nhé chinh 1a White, dang khong?"

Anh mat Hawkins vao gidy phut d6 that yén ling, ngay d6, y qua that 1a
nhd White. Cai loai nhd nhung niy nhd cong tac & EOD, y ¢3 muén quén tir
rat lau, nhung Strong xuét hién lam cho nhiing ky trc vé White lai manh liét
tran vé.

Y ciing sap khong chiu ndi, ma ngudi duy nhat y ¢ thé nghi dén ciing
chi c6 Sean.

Nhung y biét, néu lic ndy day y tra 1oi "Phai", minh sé& that su

khong thé lai cam tay Sean. Y muon noi doi, néi “Khdng phdi”, ma anh mat
cua Sean khién y can ban no1 khong nén 161 mdt cau noi doi.
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Chwong 57

Mii cho dén khi trén ngd tu dudong, dén do d3 bién thanh dén xanh,
dong xe cO im ldng dung lai on ao di dong, Sean mdi khé thé dai mot tiéng,
"Hawkins, t0i khong phai White, ciing vinh vién khong thé bién thanh
White dugc. Néu anh dinh thong qua t61 nhin dén mot nguoi khac, cudi
cung anh ciing s& that vong ma thoi. Toi di timg nodi vai anh 1di, cho du anh
c6 mudn bat duge Montero dén may di ching nita, anh ciing khong thé danh
mat tinh tio, danh mat nguyén tic cua ban than, diéu d6 s& lay mang anh.
T6i cling c6 nguyén tic cia minh, toi biét rat rd gii han cua nguyén tic do
& dau." Sean quo quo cd tay, "LAy chia khoa ra di thoi."

"Khong & trong nguoi t6i." Hawkins tra 1oi rat nhanh.

"Cho du anh khéa lai mot ban tay cia toi, t6i ciing van co6 thé dap cho
anh mot tran!" Sean d c6 chut bat dac di, roi vao dudng cung lai chi thay
trong long tran ngdp hu khong, "Anh khong phai tré con, Hawkins."

"Cho du t61 co chia khoa, t01 cling s€ khong m¢& cong." Hawkins dén
gan Sean, "T61 s€ khong tha cau di."

"Hawkins! Toi di néi t6i sé khong lam thé than cho bét ctr ail" Sean
cling trimg mét nhin y, nhat thoi 4nh mat giao tiép thudc sung mudi phan,
Sean nim chit nam tay, co thé cang thang, twa hd bat ctr lac nao cling co thé
lao ra danh d6i phuwong mot tran toi boi.

"Cau khong phai 1a White. To6i hiéu rat rd." Hawkins cling nam chat
nam tay, khong phai boi vi phan nd, ma 13 boi vi nhan nai. Y khong biét nén
no6i nhu thé ndo cho rd rang tat ca nhitng chuyén nay, nhung y biét y phai
giit 1ay Sean. Chi can luc ndy y budng tay , y lién that su khong thé c6 duoc
Sean lan nira.
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"Anh khong hiéu!" Sean 16i y vao trong mdt con ngd nho, xung quanh 1a
thung rac, an y 1én tudong, tim chia khoa trén nguoi y.

Hawkins dé co tay anh lai, "T61 da noi, chia khoa khong ¢ trong tay t61."

"TMD!" Sean vung mot quyén danh vao mit y, "LAy chia khoa ra!"

"Cau khéng tin?" Hawkins cham rai dung thang than minh, bat dau coi
40 khoéc, rii rii r6i vét 1én cd tay, sau do 1a so mi, cham rai boc ra khéi than
hinh y, da thit tirng chat mot 16 ra, qué trinh kha 1a liéu nhan, khi y bat dau
coi khoa quan jean, Sean 1én tiéng.

"Du! Chia khoa rot cudc & noi nao?" Sean dé thép giong hoi, da co
nguoi qua dudng ding anh mat to mo nhin ho, néi that Sean khong ngai, du
sao nguoi coi quan 4o chinh 14 Hawkins, nhung diéu d6 ciing khong c6

nghia 13 anh thich cung y trién lam.

"O trong tay mdt nguoi ban cua me t61." Hawkins khong nhanh khong
cham dap.

"Vay dua to1 di tim nguo1 do!" Sean li€éc mat chiéc 4o cua y con vat trén
co tay, "Con nira, mac 4o vao! Noi nay khong phai bé boi!"

"Han ¢ Miami." Hawkins n6i xong, Sean lién cam thady minh muodn té
Xiu.

"Vay ching ta di tim mot nguoi thg khoa mé no ra!"
"Cau mudn tim ai?" Hawkins nghiéng nghiéng dau.

"Khong biét! Nhung mudén tim nhat dinh s& c6!"
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Hawkins chinh lai trang phuc, Sean lién 161 kéo y di t&1 mot buéng dién
thoai.

Hai nguoi di vao, Sean xoe tay ra trudc mat Hawkins: "T6i can tién xu."
"T61 khong c6 tién xu, chi co tién mdt cung thé tin dung."

Sean khong noéi nira, tho tay vao tii moc hoi 1au maéi lay duge mot dong
tién xu, sau do dac y cuoi voi1 Hawkins.

Anh tim trong vi dugc mot tdm danh thiép, sau d6 nhan mot dy sé.
bién thoai chuyén duoc .
"Xin chao, noi nay 1a NYPD*." (*New York Police Department.)

"Xin chao, cho t61 gap Canh sat truong Andre Lim." Andre 1a mdt nguoi
linh tinh nguyén Sean quen biét & Baghdad, sau mot vu thao dd bom, Andre
d6i Sean rat c6 hao cam, hai ngudi va ca Rick timg ubng ruou voi nhau.
Anh ta vé nude trude Sean, tiép tuc 1am canh sat, c¢6 diéu sau nay khi lién
lac, anh ta c6 n61 minh da thang chtrc thanh Canh sat trudng.

"Canh st truong Lim hién dang 1am nhiém vy, moi ngai sau 2 gio chiéu
ngay mai lai goi dén, hodc ngai c6 thé dé lai phuong thirc lién lac."

Sean nhim hai mat lai, anh nhd ra minh con chua mua di dong, "Vay
ngay mai to1 s€ goi lai."

Treo dién thoai, lic nay Sean méi phat giac Hawkins ké sat sau lung
anh, mot ban tay vong qua bén mit anh chéng 1én tudng thily tinh, vira luc
vay quanh Sean trong khong gian chat choi nay.

"Ky that cau co thé théng bao s6 dién thoai cam tay cua t6i." Hawkins

than nhién noi.
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Sean nhin tro1, cling hi€u dugc chinh minh ngoc, tham chi anh ciing
khong can tim dén dién thoai cong cong, truc ti€p cudp lay may cam tay
cua Hawkins dung 1a duoc.

Hién tai tu thé 41 mudi dén khong thé a1 mudi hon.

Chop miii cua Hawkins ding bén ma Sean, hoi thd cuc nong, tua hd
muén nung chay ca vach thuy tinh.

"Di ra ngoai." Sean xoay nguoi, khé dong cong tay, nhung Hawkins
khong c6 y muén nhic nhich.

Vi khong muébn co mat minh 1én y, Sean ngira vé phia sau, "T6i néi di ra
ngoai, anh khong thdy & trong nay chat chdi hay sao?"

Hawkins van im lim nhin vao mat anh, ma Sean cling bat dau day manh

"T61 that sy nghi€ém tic muodn dén voi cau." Giong y qua thyc vo cung
nghiém tuc.

"Sau do dé toi ngéi doan xem khudén mat anh nhin théy, anh nghi dén, 1a
ctia toi hay White sao? Anh tinh tdo mot chut di! Anh c6 thé nho ngudi
quen cua anh & FBI hoac 1a CIA, tuy tién mdét ai do di vao kho ho so cta ho,
nhat dinh c6 thé tim dugc vo sé ngudi giéng véi White cho anh!"

"Vay ciing phai tim ngudi giéng Sean Elvis, khong phai White."
Hawkins budc sau vao bén trong ntra budce, lung Sean bi ép 1€n may dién
thoai phat dau, "Nhung t6i khong can thé than, toi chi can ciu."

"Hawkins, anh that sy rat loi hai, anh c6 thé thot ra nhitng 10i tu lira

minh dbi ngudi nghe giéng hét nhu dang to tinh, nhung t6i dd mién dich
roi!"
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"Ngay do sau khi néi chuyén véi Strong, to1 td1 tim cau. Khi té1 no1 “Toi
nhd anh’ qua that 1a nghi t61 White ma néi. Nhung khi t61 né1 “To61 muon
vinh vién ¢ bén cau’, to1 bi€t rat rd, t61 dang noi voi Sean Elvis "

Sean quay mat qua chd khac, ¥ tt 1a khong mudén nghe y noi.

"Tdi ndm mo, mo théiy canh White bi bom nd..., 1a cau da lay tinh to1.
Co diéu cau khong biét, sau d6 toi van khong ngung 1dp lai mot giéc mo,
mo thay cdu di vé phia mot qua bom, 10ng toi biét rd nd s& nd, t61 mudn nodi
cho cau biét, mudn kéo ciu tré vé, nhung toi khong thé 1én tiéng ciing
khong thé di dong mot bude ndo. Toi ¢d cam gidc thuc khing khiép..........
Vi thé mdi dém t6i déu dén tim cau. Khong chi boi vi téi mudn cau lay tinh
t6i ma con dé toi biét cau dang ¢ ddy, ngay bén canh t6i ma khong phai da
di vé phia mot qua bom chét tiét nao do."

Trai tim Sean run 1én, anh van nghi Hawkins chi so hii mo thay cai chét
cua White ma thoi.

"T6i khong ngu duge, ciu khong & bén canh t6i, mot phut t6i déu khong
ng duoc. Toi di hoi Tién si Grey tat ca nhitng chuyén niy c6 y nghia gi.

Ong ta nod1, do6 1a béi vi trong tieém thure té1 sg s€ mat cau."

Sean quay mat lai, "That tdt, toi khong chi la ddi tuong ao tudng tinh
duc cua anh hay 1a thé than cho White."

"t nhat khi t6i a0 tudng tinh duc, White chua timg xuét hién trong dau
t61." Hawkins cham réi duwa moi gan vé phia Sean.

Sean cuo1 nhao mot tiéng, "Xem ra anh danh cho White mdét tinh yéu
v6 cing cao thuong va thuan khiét."

M1 cua Hawkins dung lai trén moi Sean, "T61 1a ké dién, khong biét cai
gi 1a tinh y€u thuan khiét, do 1a viéc cua triét hoc gia can xem xét, khong
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phai 1 chuyén dé ké dién lam."

Sean cham rdi nhdm hai mét lai, bat luan Hawkins c6 tim kiém & anh
gidc mong d3 mat hay khong, it nhat trong hién tai, y van bam riét khong
tha truy dudi phia sau anh.

"Vay dung bao gio cho t61 co hdi ro1 khoi anh." (*Tung hoa* Lam hoa
rui aaaaaaaaaaal!!!! ~0")

Hawkins khé ngdm 14y 1an mdi anh, hai ngudi ¢ trong khong gian chat
hep ndy c6 vé thuc 4m ap.

Bén ngoai budng dién thoai, mot 130 nhan gia dang chéng gy nhin ho.

L3o nhan von mudbn gd ctra ndi voi ho mudn hon lién d6i chd khac,
ding & dy can tré nguoi ta goi dién thoai, nhung khi bon ho 6m lay nhau,
ldo nhan gia bdng nhién cam thay hinh anh d6 vo han tét dep, khong danh
10ng quay ray.

Khi Sean y thtrc dugc bén ngoai c6 ngudi cho bon hg, anh déy Hawkins
mot cai, "Di ra ngoai. Anh thich & trong ndy lam mét cai tiéu ban dé ngudi
khac nhin?"

Luc nay day Hawkins thuc nghe 101 lui vé phia sau, mé cira budng dién
thoai.

Hai ngudi rot cuc di ra , Hawkins tya ho khong hai long hiéu qua cua
cong tay, van cam lay tay Sean nhu trudc.

Tam tinh cua Sean da binh tinh rat nhi€u, budc chan cling khong sai dai

giong nhu trude khi tién vao budng dién thoai, mdt by phai quang Hawkins
nira, trén mat cting khong con bi€u tinh xem doi phuong giong nhu rac rudi.
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Cu nhu vay di - néu Hawkins c6 thé van gitt chdt anh, anh mudn xem ho
c6 thé cung nhau di dén bao xa trong cuoc doi minh.

"Chung ta di udng ca phé di." Hawkins dot nhién néi nhu vay.

HA?"

"Cau di noi roi thoi, néu roi khoi Baghdad, t61 nén d1 uéng ca phé hoac
1a xem trang dién anh gi gi d6." Hawkins thily ha mi mat, "Nhung khi 1am

nhirng vi¢c nay, cau nhat dinh phai & bén t61."

Sean khong noi gi, ky that anh noi nhimg 101 nay chinh 1a d¢ Hawkins
hiéu duoc can phai huong thu cude sdng.

"Cau khong biét 12 mot ngudi udng ca phé hodc xem dién anh s& giéng
nhu viéc chi nhitng nam nir thanh nién tré tudi lang man méi lam hay sao?"
Hawkins hoi tha cham budc chan, Sean di to1 trudc mat y, sau dé bi y cham
rai gilr chat, "Coé cau ¢ bén t61, td1 moi ¢ tam tinh vi cdu ma nham nhap ca
phé hodc lam nhirng viéc nhan tan khac."

Sean lang lang nhin y, sau d6 ciing nim lai tay y.

"Pi d&én quan ca phé cb tén Cylons di, Cappucino ¢ d6 that t&, nhung
Latte va Black coffee lai rat tuyét, banh qué cling kha ngon."

bay ctra di vao, Sean di ¢ phia trude, dan Hawkins dén mdt cho ngodi
tua vao cua so.

Sean goi Latte, sau d6 nhin vé phia Hawkins.

"Black coffee, thém mot phan banh qué."
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Quan ca phé nay nhin qua c6 chut xua cii, ¢ gitra no1 thanh New York
hoa 1& hién dai van co thé try viing, nhu vy ca phé cua ho nhat dinh c6
diém dac biét.

Sean va Hawkins bi cong lai cing mot chd, cho nén chi cé thé song
song ngdi canh nhau. rit may 13 ban canh cira s6 1a ban bén nguoi, ngoai
ctra s6 duong phd dong dic, khu phd nay mic du chua budce vao gio cao
diém nhung van 6n 3 khong thoi.

Ngoai ctra s6 khong c6 canh dep dé ngam, co 1€ diéu duy nhat khién
nguol ta cam giac am ap mi man van la & phia bén trong khung ctra so ay.
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Chwong 58

"Anh khong biét hanh vi cta anh lic nay 1a cudng ép hen ho sao?" Sean
cam thay budn cuoi chdng tay 1én dau nhin ngudi bén canh.

"Cach thirc khong quan trong, hi€u qua moi 1a thuc té nhat." Hawkins
tra 10i nghiém trang dén ndi khién Sean cang mudn 6m bung cudi .

Nhan vién phuc vu mang banh qué va ca phé dén cho ho, lich su noi:
"Moi quy khach dung."

C4 quan ca phé ngoai bon ho, cling chi con mot ngudi phu nit dang xem
van kién va mot nguoi thanh nién dang viét lach gi d6 mot cach cham chu.

Khéng biét ¢6 phai mudn gitup cho cudc “cudng ép hen ho” nay co thém
khong khi ma nhan vién md thém mot dia nhac, ca khic dinh ddm mot thoi

cua Carpenters: Close to you.

Giong hat 4m ap tran ngip, khong gian tran day huwong ca phé ciing tua
nhu tré nén ngan cach han véi thé gidi bén ngoai.

Néu Hawkins c6 ban gai, y nhat dinh 1a mot nguoi tinh trdim mac nang
né. Sean nghi.

Nhung ngay khi anh nghi ho van s& tram mic udéng cho xong tach ca
phé, Hawkins lai m& miéng noé1 chuyén .

"Toi va White chua timg cting nhau uéng ca phé nhu bay gio."

Néu 1a & Baghdad, khi ho dang liang ling cung nhau huéng thu phut
gidy yén tinh nhu bay gio, Sean nghe thiy y nhac tdi cai tén do, ¢6 18 anh s&
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thay dau long. Nhung hién tai, Sean nhén ra tya ho anh ciing khong qua dé
¥, anh c6 thé yén tinh lang nghe.

"T6i va White ciing nhau udng ca phé, khong phai ¢ tiéc tra xi giao cla
me to1 thi cling 1a & phong lam viéc cua cha t61, hodc 1a cung v&i nhdém ban
cta anh ay, d6 khong phai 1a vi huéng thu thoi gian ma chi 1a vi lap day
bung. T6i thich nhin bd dang ctia anh ay lic cam tach ca phé, lic d6, anh 4y
khong c6 vé nghiém tic cua mdt quan nhan, nhung ma téi chua tirng nghi
mudn cung anh iy udng ca phé - chi c6 riéng hai nguoi."

Sean khong noi gi. Khong biét vi sao lac nay tinh huéng c6 chut dao
nguoc, Sean lai dong vai nguoi tram mac trong cudc tro chuyén.

"Khi cau bao toi trd vé hiy thir thir huong thu cudc song binh thuong,
t6i 1ap tirc nghi dén néu co thé cung cau ngdi voi nhau... ¥ toi 1a chi ¢6 hai
chung ta, khéng c6 thém ai khéac, cho du 13 udng Cappucino t6i dén cuc
diém, t6i ciing s& thuc hudng thu."

Hoc mat Sean hoi nong 1én.

Hawkins rd rang 1a mot gi biéu tinh lanh ling khong ¢6 tinh tha, nhung
y lai luon ludén c6é6 mdt loai kha nang nhu vay.......... Khién nguoi ta mém
long, va ca tam dong.

"Ném thir banh qué?" Sean day dia diém tim dén trudc mat y, nhin y
cham rai cin mot miéng, 16ng mi dai rop xudng tao thanh mot khoang am
t6i phia dudi con mat.

Udng xong ca phé da t4i gio tan tam, nga tu dudng tac nghén vo cung,
Hawkins cing Sean ctr nhu vay di trén 16i danh cho nguoi di b, lac di
ngang qua rap chiéu phim, thiy ap phich quang cdo, Sean bdng nhién c6

chut hung phdn ma néi: "Hey, chiing ta xem phim, thé nao?"

Hawkins cling dirng budc lai.
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"Xem bo nao?"
"Sweet Babylon.......... Nhat dinh 1a phim tinh cam ngot dén ngay, khong
xem." Sean long con s¢ hdi nd1, anh con nhé 1o luc trude cung Emily xem

bo phim nay xem dén budn non.

Xuong chut nita [a mt by phim hai, "T61 dam ca 1a néu mot minh t61
cuoi dén vui vé ma anh lai nghi€m tic nhu vay nhat dinh thuyc mat hung."

Sean nhin xudng chut nita, hung phan néi: "Sky captain and the world
of tomorrow!(1)"

" Sky captain..........

Khi Sean nhan ra hai nguoi ho tram miéng mdt 101, twoi cudi tran ra,
"That khong nghi ra chung ta con c6 luc nhat tri y kién."

Khi ho dén trudc quay ban vé, Sean con chua kip 1én tiéng, Hawkins
lién noi: "Hai vé tinh 1ir, Sky captain and the world of tomorrow."

Sean khé& huych y, Hawkins quo quo cong tay ¥ ti 1a trong tinh hudng
hién tai, ghé tinh 1it c6 vé thuan tién cho ho.

Mang theo cong tay di vao, nhan vién kiém phiéu dung anh mat quai di
liéc nhin cong tay cta ho.

Sean danh phai bat dac di 1én tiéng giai thich: "M6t chat ngoai ¥ mubn."

Nhan vién kiém phiéu nhin thoang qua vé cua ho, khuon mat 10 ra vé
tirc cudi, "Cho nén hai nguoi mua ghé tinh 1i."

Sean cuoi guong, kéo Hawkins vao phong chiéu phim.
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Luc nay bat dau vao thoi gian cua bita toi, trong phong chiéu phim,
nhitng déi tinh nhan déu mua bong ngd va khoai tiy sdy gion mang theo,
mui bo lan téa khip ca gian phong.

Bo phim khoa hoc vién tuong nay tuy rang khong toi, nhung ndi dung
kha nhat nh&o, khi Sean xem dén mdt nira cling c6 chit mét moi, anh tya
vao lung ghé.

Hawkins gio ¢6 tay 1én, "Khong mudn xem nita thi chung ta di."

Sean git dau.

bi ra khoi rap chiéu phim da mudn 13 hon 7h tdi, bita tra chiéu mudn
khién ho khong thay doi.

"Bay gio ching ta lam gi?" Sean hoi.

"Tim gian khéach san." Hawkins n6i xong lién 161 kéo Sean di vé€ phia
cuodi duong, khong 1au lién thay tam bién ryc r& cua khach san Bon Mua.

"Noi nay c6 vé qua cao cap." Sean nhac nh¢ y, ky that dan 6ng khong
qué ti mi nhu phu nit, chi can noi nao dé co6 thé ngu 1a on.

"To61 dat phong ¢ day."

Luc nay Sean lic ndy mdi nhé ra Hawkins gia thé bat pham, nguoi nay
co 1€ s€ khong bao gio di ngit & mot khach san nho hay nha khach gi gi do.

bi vao trudce tién sanh, Hawkins xuat ra gidy chiing nhan, lay chia khoa
r01 cung Sean vao thang may.

Trong thang may ciia ho con c6 mot ngudi phu nit dat theo dira nho.
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Pwra nho ngura dau nhin vé phia me ctia minh, chi vao bon ho noi: "Meg!
Mau nhin! La cong tay!"

Nguoi phu nit kéo dira nhé mot cai, sau d6 ném anh mat hoai nghi vé
phia ho.

"Ha ha, chung t61 1a ban, dang tham gia mot tiét muc cua dai truyén
hinh. " Sean lic lac cong tay, "Xem chiing tdi ¢6 thé chiu dung cudc séng bi
cong lai v6i nhau trong bao 1au. Cudi tuan s& phat, nhd theo doi nhé!"

Nguoi phu nit ¢6 vé hung phin 18én: "C6 phai chuyén muc do Anya
Nelson dan chuong trinh hay khong? Mdi tuan to6i déu xem! Pay 1a cha dé

cua cuoi tuan nay?"

Sean mat khong doi sac ti€p tuc noi doi, "Pung vay, 1a nd, nhung moi ba
dirng n61 cho nguoi khac nhé!"

"Tat nhién!"
Ctra thang may mao, Sean bi Hawkins kéo di ra ngoai.

Pi ¢ trén hanh lang, Sean nhin khong dugc odn gidn, "Ngay mai nhat
dinh phai tim Andre thao moén do choi nay xubng!"

Hawkins mé cira phong, khong gian rong mé sang ngdi xuat hién trudc
mat Sean, luc & Baghdad that sy nhin khong ra cudc séng cua Hawkins

thudc xa xi cap bac.

C6 diéu ¢ trung tdm cia can phong, chiéc giudng Kingsize nhin that
choi mit.

"Khong thé d6i sang phong d6i thuong sao?"
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Hawkins quo quo ¢6 tay, "Cau muodn 161 hai chiéc givdong don lai gan
nhau hay mudn cung t61 ngu trén mot chiéc giuvong doi?"

Sean ngd 1én giuong, Hawkins chi c¢6 thé di theo ngdi & bén giudng.

"Panh viy, cling khong phai chua tung ngu cung anh." Sean cong nguoi
nam quay vé phia Hawkins, phan eo 10 ra khoi 40 so mi, mo ho goi cam.

Hawkins ciing nghiéng ngudi, nam xudng bén canh Sean.

"Cau mudn coi cong tay dén vay?"

"Pung vay, anh khong théy thuc bt tién?" Sean chim rdi nhim mét lai,
"Chang han nhu khi chung ta di trén dudng, moi nguodi déu nhin chung ta,

khong phai boi vi chiing ta nim tay nhau, ma vi chiing ta bi cong."

.......... Ky that toi khong thé dung bat ctr thir gi dé khoa cau lai, ding
khong?" Hawkins 6m Sean.

"Khong sai, nhung ky that, anh khong can cong tay ciing co thé khoa
chat t61."

Nghi ngoi trong chdc 1at, Sean dit Hawkins di xem xét moi ngoc ngach
clia cin phong xa hoa nay mdt lan.

Luc di ra ban cong, anh khong thé khong phat ra cam khai: "Anh nhin
xem, bé boi kia rong bao nhi€u a, ma to6i lai bi khoéa lai véi anh.......... That

"

lau r61 to1 chua tung boti vinh..........

Khi di vao phong taim, Sean ciing thé dai: "Anh nhin xem phong tam
nay rong biét bao nhiéu a, von co thé mic sire huong thuy, lai bi khoa lai voi
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"Bi khoa lai cing t6i khong t6t sao?" Hawkins nghiéng dau, "Hai chung
ta cho du bi khoa ciing c6 thé tim a."

"Nhu thé ndo tim? Dit 4o 1én cong tay sau do gio cao tay lén sao?"
Sean c6 chut khong con gi dé noi.

"Chung ta c6 thé dung may say dé say kho quan 40." Hawkins noi.
"Bo di, t61 chi mudon hom nay c6 thé ngu ngon."

Budi t6i, hon tam gid, Hawkins goi phuc vu dua téi mi 6ng format va
bittet.

Sean n that vui vé, “Anh biét khong, dau bép & khach san 16n va dau
bép ¢ Baghdad thyc su khong cung dang cap!" (N6i nham a anh! ==

Sau d6, hai nguoi ndm & trén givong xem TV, lic d6 TV dang phat
“Closer”.

"Anh no1 a1 1a hung thu?" Sean hoi.
"Nguoi dan ba goa."

"Toi thy 13 ngudi lam vuon, hung thi trong kich ban ciia nhitng bo
phim kiéu ndy chang phai ludn 1a ngudi khong ai ngd toi hay sao?"

"La nguoi dan ba goa." Giong cia Hawkins vo cung chac chan.

Sau hon 40°, b phm két thiic, dap an ciing gidng nhu 10i Hawkins da
noi, hung thu 1a nguoi dan ba goa.

"Sao anh biét?" Sean dung ba vai huych nhe y.

"Cam giac."

https://thuviensach.vn



Sau “Closer” 1a “CSI Las Vegas”.
"Aha, vy anh doan xem tap nay ai la hung thu?" Sean hung tri.

Phim chiéu duoc hon 10°, Hawkins 1én tiéng: "Luc nay hung thu 13
nguoi lam vuon."

"Khong thé nao, chang phai anh ta c6 bang chiing ngoai pham?"
"Baéi vi thot gian tir vong cua nan nhan bi phdn doan sai lam."
Sean nhiu may: "Anh xem r61?"

"Tap nay thi chua, nhung céac tap trudc t61 xem cung me to6i cho vui,
kich ban la nhu vay."

Sau d6 két cuc ciing gibng hét nhu Hawkins néi, hung thu 1a ngudi 1am
vuon.

"A, a, thuc khong c6 y nghia, tat ca déu bi anh doan trung." Sean tit TV,
lat chan 1én chui vao, "To61 mét."

Hawkins rat ph6i hop ma tit dén ban.
Bong t8i ludn c6 thé ché tao ra mot it khong khi vi di¢u.

Vi du nhu vi nhin khong thady nén cac gidc quan khac lién tré nén vo
cung nhay bén.

Nhip tho ctia Hawkins, 10ng nguc y phap phong, thim chi ca do 4am cia
dau ngén tay y khi y cham vao 1ong ban tay anh déu ro rét mudi phan!
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"Hey, Hawkins.......... Anh néi gi 6 di." Sean bdng cam thay anh khong
mudn ho ¢t im ling nhu vay.

"La cdu noi cau budn ngu."
"Quén di." Sean nghi hom nay Hawkins da néi rat nhiéu lic ban ngay,

co 1€ mo1 thir c6 thé nghi ra trong 6c y da bi dao trong rong, con gi co thé
noi nira dau?
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Chwong 59

Ngay khi nhitng suy nghi trong ddu Sean tré nén ra roi, thuc su sip ngu
lim d1, Hawkins lai than nhién 1én tiéng.

"Tol.......... Qua tudi hoc tiéu hoc thi chua tirng cung ai dén rap xem

"C6 thé tudng tuong..........

"Luc trude t6i dén nha ban hoc choi, ngu lai qua dém, nhin théy cha me¢
clia ciu ta nam trén givong xem TV, canh do khién toi thyc hdm mé..........
Boi vi cha me t6i chua ting 1am nhu vay." Hawkins nghiéng dau, hon 1én
dinh du Sean, "Cho nén, tdi nay, cau da khién toi rat hanh phuc."

Sean khé nhudng may, cudc song ma anh mudn that don gian. Nhung
anh chua timg nghi dugc rang, ky that diéu Hawkins muén ciling lai don
gian nhu vay.

"Bat dau tir khi & Baghdad, t6i cling d4 rat mudn khoa chit cau lai, nhot
& mot noi nho hep nhu cai budng dién thoai kia. Ngudi khac khong thé di
vao, chi minh t8i c6 thé. Khi toi t&i gﬁn cau, cau cling chi co thé dya sat vao
t6i. Nhung viéc ndy, toi chua timg nghi rang sé lam véi White."

Cai tén kia khién than hinh Sean hoi cing do, nhung Hawkins nhanh
chong 6m chét anh.

"Toi chua timg nghi s& cung White xem dién anh, udng ca phé, nam &
trén giwong xem TV.......... T6i thé 14 anh ta cling khong phai ddi tuong dé
t6i nghi dén khi thu dam. T6i ting thich anh ta, anh ta rat tot dep, cho nén
chi 6 thé liang 18 thich tir xa. Toi chua timg c¢6 ¥ dinh xAm nhap sdu vé anh
ta, boi vi toi biét, su tdt dep cua anh ta co 1€ chi la ao tudng cua to1 thoi."
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Hawkins 16i Sean vé phia minh, trong bong dém hai ngudi tuy hai ma
mot.

"T6i thira nhan khi cdu lot vao 4nh nhin cta toi lan dau tién, toi ¢ ¥
mudn dem cdu thanh White dé tu an Gi minh. Nhung cdu khong phai 1a
White, cdu s& phan nd khi toi khién cu tire gian.......... Cau gin gilt nghiém
ngit 1oi hira ctia cau, cdu van ludn mudn cho t6i nhin théy mot thé gio1
khac, mot thé giéi khong chi c6 Montero va cong tac pha bom. Cau khién
t6i cam thay khi cung cdu ¢ chung ciing giéng nhu khi g& bom, déu phai
dung tam can than."

Sean nghe Hawkins sau kin tdm su, hit mot hoi that dai: "T61 biét
O0unen... Anh chinh la mot cao thu tan tinh."

"T61 chi muon noi rang to1 khong xem cau la White, to1 biét rat ro cau la
Sean."

Pay 1a mot cau khong noi khong hé hoa m§y, nhung lai 1a ciu quan trong
nhat doi voi Sean.

No con quan trong hon moi 161 thé non hen bién.

Neéu c6 di€u gi c¢6 thé khién Sean & lai bén canh Hawkins, vay d6 chinh
la cau nodi nay.

Moi y nghi cua Sean rot cuc chim vao huong bac ha toa ra tr mai toc
Hawkins.

Ngay hom sau an xong bira trua, Sean goi dién cho Lim canh sat truéng,
sau do cung Hawkins di vé phia cuc canh sat.
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Vio luc dit chan 1én bac thang, Sean bong nhién co chut do du, that su
phai thao chiéc cong tay nay hay sao?

"Ky that ching ta van co thé tiép tuc khoa lai v6i nhau nhu bay gio."
Hawkins nhe giong noi.

"Y anh 1a chang nhiing khong thé tim voi sen, khong thé di huong thu
bé boi, cong thém lic di WC con ¢6 mot nguoi ¢ bén canh ding nhin?"

Sean bong nhién kién dinh han 1én, "Nhat dinh phai thdo bo nod!"

b1 vao canh cuc, ho tim dugc Lim.

"Sean d3 1au khong gip!" Lim dang rong vong tay di vé phia anh,

khi nhin thay chiéc cong tay, Lim khong khoi cudi twoi roi.

"Sean, anh c6 biét luc & Baghdad, ngay khi ching t6i nghe néi tiéu to
ctia Hawkins thiéu mot ngudi bén 1ap tic doan xem rdt cudc cé ai du st
hop tac v&i ngudi nay dén ngay cubi cing hay khong. Sau d6 anh khong
nhimg pha v& ky luc, tham chi dén bay gid con cung nguoi nay nhu hinh
vo1 bong!"

"Oi, Lim, giup t6i di..........

Lim nhin vé phia Hawkins, ntra dua nura that noi: "Trung Gty Hawkins,
anh khang dinh rang anh mudn cat roi sy lién két gitta anh va Chuan uy
Elvis sao?"

"Khong mudn." Hawkins tra 10 rat nhanh.

Lim vd vd bo vai y: "Con ngudi anh van giéng hét nhu khi con &
Baghdad a!"

Sean nghi Lim s& dung chia khoa van ning gi gi d6 dé md cong, nhung
anh khong tuéng tugng ra dugc anh ta lai dua ho dén chd mot pham nhan
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dang bi tham van.

Lim cudi vo vo pham nhan kia: "Hey, st dung chuyén mon ctia chii may
co1 chiéc cong tay nay ra."

"Sir, ngai s& khong cb ¥ khién t6i mo khoa cho bon ho dé dinh toi toi
di!"

"Ha, chut trom dao méc méi cua chit may cho du ta co bat ciing khong
ai cho ta tién thuong, dimg nhiing nhang kéo dai thoi gian, nhanh mé di!"

Tén trom vat kia biu moi, lay tur trong co tay 4o ra mot cai nhip, choc
ngoay vao 6 khoa vai cai, xoach mot tiéng khoa lién mé.

Sean sO soO co tay da bi han thanh vét, "Cuoi cung cling mé dugc!"

Lim cuoi tra lai cong tay cho hg, dua bon noi: "Néu lai bi cong, hoan
nghénh t41 tim to61. Canh sat New York sé hét strc nhiét tinh phuc vu ngai."

"Duoc rdi, toi thiéu anh mot bita an!"

Sean cung Hawkins ro1 khoéi canh cuc.

O trén hanh lang, Sean lap tirc cam thay Hawkins di theo phia sau muén
tam lai tay anh, cho dén khi bon ho di t6i ctra, Sean bong nhién xoay manh

nguoi lai, vira lac thay Hawkins vuon tay.

"Anh thue sy thich nim chit 13y t6i sao?" Sean nghiéng dau, anh ning
dau gio chiéu khién duong nét khudén mat anh thoang nhin that nhu hoa.

"T61 khong nam léy cau, cau lai 1ap tuc chay mat, khong phai sao?"

Hawkins thoang ctii dau, goc d6 khudén mit rat thu hut anh nhin ctia ngudi
khac.
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"Hawkins, anh khong thé nao vinh vién ndm chit toi, tim cach khac di."
Sean cudi nhe, di 1an vao dong nguoi trén ngd tu dudng cia thanh phd New
York.

Ho vé t&i khach san, Sean dung cam ra hiéu, Hawkins xoat thé mé cura.

Sean budc nhanh dén ban cong, nhin thoang qua bé boi xanh xanh phia
dudi, chi c6 mot doi tinh nhan ngdi trén ghé dai phoi ning va hai thiéu nix
dang boi.

"Hey, Hawkins, chung ta ciing xudng dudi boi di, anh c6 mang theo
quan boi khong?"

"Mang theo."

Sean tr¢ vao phong, luc loi trong hanh ly nira ngay, "Ha ha, may 1a to1
c6 nhét nd vao day, di thoi!"

Pi xudng dudi 1au, Hawkins noi gi d6 ¢ quay tiép tan, nhan hai chiéc
thé di vé phia anh. Sean bi y din dén bé boi ban 16 thién chit khong phai noi
ma ho thay khi & trén ban cong.

Sean thay quan boi, di dén bén thanh bé, udn that lung, "A, bé boi nay
tuy 16n, nhung khong c¢6 ai.......... That 13 budn té."

Sean nghi tham rang han 13 do Hawkins dit phong cao cap nén dai ngd
cling t6t hon.

No6c nha mau xanh nudce bién, thuy tinh 6m trum, bén trong cé nude va
ca canh nhi¢t déi. Khi nhitng con ca lac minh boi qua chiung dé lai mot
bong ram trén mat nudc cua bé boi.

Ma phan 16 thién ctia bé boi thi trong mot vai loai cay nhiét déi & bén

b, thoat nhin gidng mot manh rimg nhiét d6i thu nho.
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Hawkins "U" mot tiéng, Sean cti dau nhin vé phia y, hiéu dugc diéu gi:
"Hey, t6i thdy bé boi phia dudi ban cong rét tét a, chung ta vén khong can
dic biét dén duoc day..........

Hawkins khong trd 101 anh, chi lam mot ci nhdy hoan my vao trong
nudc, nudc ban lén roi vao dui Sean. Y luu loat xoay nguoi, quay dau lai,

"Xuong dudi a."

Sean thd dai, cling nhay vao nudc. Anh vui sudng dam dia boi qua boi
lai, quay dau lai méi phat hién Hawkins van dua vao bd nhin anh.

Sean boi sang bén y, tra vao bén canh y, "Nay, sao anh khong boi?"

Hawkins vuon tay kéo anh vao minh, ngén tay vuét nhe 1én vét thuong
trén lung anh.

"Thye xin 16i, Sean."

"Piéu anh thyc c6 161 véi toi khong phai vét thuong ndy, ma 1a ngay do
anh da khong lam duoc diéu anh hta véi toi. Anh néi anh s& mic trang
phuc phong hé lic do bom, anh lai ¢céi n6 ra. Anh noi néu gap duoc trudong
hop khong thé thio dd, anh sé& trd vé, anh ciing khong lam duge." .

"Sean." Hawkins 6m 14y anh, viii dau vao bén co anh.

"V¢é sau dung lai dong y htra hen gi voi ngudi khac. Néu anh c6 chuyén
muon 1am, khong can thiét phai néi ra ciing khong can thiét phai hira hen,
chi can di lam 1a dugc."

"Duoc."

Sean nhe nhang tranh khoi y, lai boi hai vong. Hawkins nhin anh boi vé

phia tran ngap anh mat trdi, vi thé cling khé khoat hai tay, boi theo dén do.
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Budi t61 hom do, Sean rot cuc c6 thé thoai mai huong thu bé tam si€u
16n.

Anh nam trong lan nudc am dp, khong muon ding 1én, cho dén khi
Hawkins bat dau go cura, "Sean, sao con khong ra?"

"Yén tam, t61 con chua hon mé!"
"T61 khong thé vao dugc sao?"
"Khong thé." Sean tra 101 rat 10 rang.

No61 nham, budi chiéu luc ho boi1 101, anh vira méi boi dén bo bén kia,
dang muon 1én bo, Hawkins da quang tay 6m anh lai.

Ban tay y tir that lung di thang xudng dudi, cach vudt ve va luc dao
dung dau ngoén chan dé nghi ciing biét tén kia nghi céi gi. Pic biét khi ngén
tay y mo vao trong quan boi ctia Sean, Sean luu loat cho y mot cai khuyu
tay va xoay ngudi an dau y xudng, két qua Hawkins ciing bi tha vao trong
nuoc.

Khi Sean that vat va trdi 1én khoi mat nudce, tén Hawkins dang chét kia
lién 6m lay dau anh cudng nhiét hon. Sean tham chi hoai nghi tén kia ngay
tir dau tya vao thanh bé boi khong phai vi coi chimg chinh minh, ma 1a vi
cho Sean boi méy luot, mét moi rdi tim co hoi ap ché anh.

Khi Sean kié¢t sttc ¢6 thoat ra, sap lén dén bo, tén kia lai mgt cu giat
manh 161 tudt quan boi cia anh xudng ro61 chom tdi, Sean thiéu chit nita

khong ngat di mat!

"Hey! Hey! Chang phai chiing ta dén day dé boi 16i hay sao!"
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"Chang phai lac nay ching ta dang ¢ bé boi?" Giong Hawkins trim
khan.

Khoéng biét co phai vi da tich tu lau lam hay khéng, y tién cong thuc
hung manh, vo1 chat khi Iuc con lai Sean cling chi co thé ghé vao thanh bé
boi chiu dung Hawkins ngang dap thang tién. Néu khong nho nude trong

ho lam tron, Sean tin rang luc nay day minh chét chac roi.

Ma Hawkins sau khi duoc sang khoai, lai ctr thé dung trong co thé Sean
khong chiu rat ra ngoai.

Sean thé, anh s& khong bao gio ... ciing Hawkins boi 16i nira.
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Chuwong 60

M4y ngay nay, Hawkins cho Sean mot loai 4o giac y 1a mot ngudi rat dé
& chung, khién anh quén di rang y 12 mot ga dién.

Lai hon muoi phat qua di, Sean cam thay nudc da ngudi dan, khong
thich hop tiép tuc ngdm minh, anh méi dung day lau kho than thé.

Anh s& khong ngde dén murc chi choang khin tam di ra ¢é cho Hawkins
thi gian minh, ma 1a mic diy da y phuc, “vd trang hang ning” méi di ra
ngoai.

Vira mo cira, anh lién thady Hawkins dang tya trén tudng ngay bén canh,
anh mat y, trong vé ngoai trAm tinh ham chtia mot ngon lira ndéng bong
ménh 1iét, Sean biét tuyét ddi khong thé dé nguoi nay c6 dugc mot lan, vi
c¢6 duoc lan thir nhat, nguoi ndy sé dé dang ldy duoc 1an thi hai, 1an thu ba,

budi toi hém nay nhat dinh phai dic biét can than.

"T61 tam xong roi, anh cham rai nhé." Sean noéi xong lién muon di qua
9 .
bén nguodi y, Hawkins lai gitr anh lai.

"Sean, cau tirc gian?"

Bay gio lai noi tue gian gi gi d6 khong khoi c¢6 vé lam kiéu, nhung néu
néi khong tirc gian lai co chut xin 16i chinh minh.

"Anh c6 thich bi nguoi khac dé 1én thanh bé boi fuck khong?"

Hawkins cham rai 10 ra vé tuoi cuoi, "Nhu vay ¢ trén giudong 1a co thé
‘?"
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"Hom nay khong duge." Sean bat ké y chan dudng, day bat y ra, tréo 1én
givdng 6m PSP bat dau choi.

Trong phong tam truyén lai tiéng nudc chay, Sean nghi thim rang toi
nay anh han 13 ¢ thé yén tinh mot chut .

Khi Hawkins di ra, Sean m&1 nhé t61 chuyén gi, anh noi vot y: "Nay,
sdng som mai t61 phai bay di Boston ."

Hawkins nhin anh, bau khong khi thoai mai vén cé lap tirc dong lanh
lai.

"Khong phai t6i ¢d ¥ bo anh lai, vé may bay toi da dat xong trudc khi
dén New York. Rick hién tai séng & Boston." Sean khan truong giai thich.

"Cho t6i s6 chuyén bay, bay cham lai mot chuyén, ngay mai toi va cau
cung di."

Sean biét két cuc s& 1a nhu vay, vi thé anh cho y biét s6 chuyén bay roi
lai tiép tuc vui dau vao PSP,

Nho phiic Hawkins, Sean khong can voi v chay dén san bay di chuyén
bay som dic biét, ma 1a ngt thing dén 11h sang. Luc anh tinh lai, Hawkins

dang nam bén canh anh doc bao.

"Nay, Hawkins.......... Anh c¢6 cam thdy dudng nhu ching ta dang di
hudng tuan traing mat khong?" Sean nhin nhin vao cam Hawkins va hoi.

"Pay vbn 1a phong danh cho tudn tring mat." Hawkins budng to bao,
hon lén tran Sean. (Ngot ngan nha hai chang! =v=)

A ... Thi ra 1a vy, thé nhung anh con chua cha y dén.......... Sean
bat giac thdy budn cudi.
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Hawkins dimg day, thu thap hanh 1y gon gang. Y 1am viéc khong gidng
Sean. Sean chi can c6 khe ho lién dem tat ca dd dac nhét vao, tuy tién nhét
lung tung, thudng thi mudn tim thay gi d6 anh déu phai doc ca tai hanh 1y
ra, con Hawkins thi lai rat ngan nép trat tu, ngay ca khan mat cua Sean déu
phai 1dy may say sdy kho, gip can than réi méi bo vao.

Sean chong tay 1én dau, ngon tay go 1én dém, dot nhién c6 y nghia rang
c6 mot ngudi vo nhu Hawkins ky thyc chua han da khong tét, néu anh
mudn Hawkins nidu com cho minh, ngudi ndy nhat dinh s& mua sach day
niu an & trong bép doc 10ng nghién ctu.......... Khoan da, y tuong nay that
su 1a rat dang so!

"D1i thoi, chung ta di an chut gi do 1a c6 thé ra san bay ."

Sean 161 linh hon lo Iting cua minh vé€, nhin lai khuén mat anh tuan cé
gbc co canh cua Hawkins, lam sao c6 hwong vi cia mdt ba ndi trg hién lanh
dam dang?

Ba gid sau, ho ngdi trén chuyén bay di Boston, lai 1 khoang hang nhat.

Sean c¢6 thé tuy y dudi thang chan tay, cac kénh truyén hinh cho hanh
khach lya chon ciing khong it.

"A, qua nhién khoang hang nhat van thoai mai hon ca!" C6 diéu duong
bay ngan ma mua v¢é khoang hang nhat tua ho c¢6 chut xa xi, Sean liéc nhin

Hawkins dang & mot bén 1at tap chi, dottiéna .........

Khi may bay viing vang tién vao hanh trinh bay, tiép vién hang khong
mang do udng va trai cay ra.

Sean mo1 uong dugc mot hop, dén canh bao lién sang, yéu cau tat ca
hanh khach cai that lung an toan.
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Lic nay, mot ngudi dan 6ng mac ché phuc, vé mat nghiém tac di dén
bén canh Hawkins, cti dau hoi: "Xin hoi ngai 14 EOD Trung ty - Howard
Hawkins phai khong?"

Hawkins budng tap chi, "Pung vay."
"Moi ngai theo to1 di1 mot 1at, dugc khong?"

Sean bdng nhién cam thdy c6 chuyén nghiém trong di phat sinh,
Hawkins lai ¢ ngay trudc mat nguoi dan ong kia hon anh mot cai roi mai
dimg day.

Nguoi dan 6ng dwa Hawkins dén gian danh riéng cho tiép vién, ha thap
giong noi: "Vua roi chung t61 nhan duoc di¢n thoai ttr mat dat, cudc goi do
cho ching toi biét trén may bay c6 bom."

Hawkins cau may, "Bom & dau?"

"O trong hanh 1y giri theo may bay ctia mot vi hanh khach, hanh 1y nay
khoéng 1én may bay theo cach thong thudng nén khong ¢ nhin van chuyén,
ma 14 phan tir khung bd cai trang thanh nhan vién khuin vac chuyén nd
lén." O gian bén canh, hai tiép vién hang khong dudng nhu ciing da biét tin
tuc nay, sdc mat ho di tai nhot, nhin vé phia Hawkins. "Rat c6 thé qua bom
ma phan tir khing bd dua 1én may bay 14 loai bom chiu ap luc, khi may bay
bay dén mot do cao cd dinh, qua bom sé& bat dau hoat dong, va khi may bay
ha xudng mot do cao nhat dinh, n6 s& phat no.......... Nhung may bay khong
thé nao cir bay mii khong ding, hién tai ciing khong thé moi chuyén gia
pha bom Ién may bay .......... " (Thé nguoi ding trude mit ong 14 ai? ="=)

"Cac nguoi tra xét thong tin ¢4 nhan cia hanh khach?"
g g

"Pung vay, chiing t61 dugc biét ngai 1a s quan nghia vy ¢6 thoi han ctia

EOD, hon nita tirng phé giai rt nhiéu bom, cho nén..........
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"Hanh ly kia dau?" Hawkins khong dinh lang phi thot gian.

"Nhan vién cong tac cta chung t6i di xudng khoang hanh 1y tim noé lai

day."

"Cho t6i kéo, nhip, tua-vit va hét thay cong cu c6 thé dung dé thio d&
bom ma cac anh co6." Hawkins lanh nhat no61, "Mat khac, goi ngudi ban
d6ng hanh cua toi dén day."

Khi Sean mang theo day bung ngd vuc di vao gian phong danh riéng
cho nhan vién phi hanh doan, anh khong khoi ngay dai.

"TO1 nght.......... Tro lai My s& khong con gip lai tha dd choi nay nita
.......... " Sean thdy Hawkins ngdi xom trén san, trudc mat y 1a va li hanh 1y,
bén trong dit thir gi khong can phai nghi anh ciling biét.

Trai tim tram xuong, anh bong nhién c6 mot loai cam giac "Vi sao minh
vinh vién déu khong thoat khoi né dugc" day nan long.

Trén qua bom c6 mdt mat déng ho tiéu biéu cho loai bom chiu ap luc,
trén dong ho, kim khé rung dong, tiiy theo mdy bay cao thap x6c nay ma
rung dong.

"M4ay bay ha thép dén mot d6 cao nhit dinh, n6 s& phat nd." Hawkins
giai thich. Sean nhian may lai, anh bdng nhién c6 cam giac day 1a 15i nhan
giri cia Montero James. Bai 1& binh thudng thi phan tir khing b chi can
ché tao loai bom phat nd khi may bay 1én dén mot d6 cao nhat dinh ma
khong phai doi cho dén khi may bay lai ha thap xuéng, nghia 1a cho bon ho
cho hoi dé hoa giai. Hawkins nhin thay su bién sic ctia Sean bén noi: "Cau
doan khong sai, thtr nay qua thuc la sy khi€u khich cia Montero. Chung ta
phai hoa giai no."
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Sean hit sdu, bat ké anh c6 bao nhiéu khong mubn nghe dén bat ctr thi
tin tirc nao lién quan dén Montero thi gid phat ndy anh ciing phai tu diéu
chinh minh tro vé trang thai canh giac cing thang nhu khi con & Baghdad,
anh cling ngdi xom xudng, cing Hawkins mé vo qua bom, xem xét mach
dién.

Mot tiép vién hang khong di vao, run giong nhac nho: "Dau ma may bay

du trit chi du dé may bay tiép tuc dimg & do cao nay 30°, vithé .......... "

Sean quay dau lai noi: "C6 chi can di ra ngoai chan an hanh khach, cho
bon ho biét 1y do may bay khong thé dap xudng sin bay ding gio 1a duoc,
sau d6 khong can quay lai day."

Sean tim mot cai but, chan ngang cura lai.

"Pau tién liéu ching ta ¢ thé boc tach thiét bi cam tng ap luc khoi qua
bom dugc khong?"

"Khong thé, thiét bi cam tng va qua bom dugc ndi bang mot duong day
lién tiép, mot khi cit dit diy bom sé& tu dong kich nd."

"Shit!" Sean biét khong c6 thoi gian budn buc, anh ldy gidy vé lai so d6
mach dién.

"Piéu nay rat ky la, dua theo loai phuong thirc ndi tiép nay, thiét bi dan
n6 khong thé khéng ché qua bom." Sean cau chit 16ng may, kiém tra lai lan
nita dé kh.%mg dinh so @5 mach dién cta minh khong hé sai sot.

"Binh tinh, Sean. Dé ching ta cing nhau nghi xem tinh huéng nao co
thé khién so d6 mach dién thanh 1ap." Hawkins dudi ngon tay vuot phang
nép nhan trén 16ng may Sean.

Sean khong nging phan tich, Hawkins trAm ngam suy nghi xem c6 cach

nao vo hiéu hoéa thi€t bi cdm trng dé may bay c6 thé dap xudng an toan.
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"Hawkins! To1 nghi ra r61!" Anh mat Sean sang ryc 1€n, "Vi tri nay co
hai soi1 day hoan toan tach roi, chung khong cé tac dung gi voi so d6 mach
dién, chi duoc tao ra dé lam nhiéu sy phén doan cua chiing ta."

Hawkins nhin anh, khée moé1 khé€ nhich 1én, "DPung vay, gia thiét nay co
thé giai thich dugc moi sy ky quéi trong mach dién."

"A —— T61 han Montero.......... Bom cua han hoac 1a mach dién rac roi
khién nguoi ta khong biét bat dau tir dau, hodc 1a han s€ choi nhiing tro nhu
thé nay khién nguoi ta dau dau!"

"Vay by gid ching ta can tim ra hai soi diy v6 dung trong mach dién 1a
cai nao."

"Theo t61 sgi nay va sgi nay ....... la ¢c6 kha nang cao nhat." Sean nhe
nhang day ra hai soi day.

"Kiém nghiém mot chiut di." Hawkins dung miii kéo that can than cat
16p nhua boc ngoai, Sean n6i khong sai, bén trong rong rudt.

"Tét, mot soi di bi loai trir." Hawkins dung dau ngon tay géy nhe mot
soi day khac 1én, Sean bdng d¢ 13y tay y.

"Tu tur.......... " Sean léy ra ban v&, danh mét dau X trén mot soi day, sau
do tiép tyc suy ngam chdc lat, "Néu soi day nay la gia, toéi cam théy mot soi
khac co thé 14 that."

"Dugc." Hawkins rat kién nhan cat 16p vo nhya, phan doan ctia Sean
van chinh xac. "Nhu thé nay thi mach dién da duoc thanh lap.”

"Néu thiét bi cam ung ap luc 1a mot mach ndi tiép, ching ta lién thu d&

b6 thiét bi dan nd mot lan di." Su cing thang khan truong khién Sean bat
dau d6 md hoi.
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Hawkins dua tay lau mo6 hoi cho Sean, "Pumng lo lang, con lai ctr giao
cho t61."

Sau do, Hawkins lién dit toan bo strc cht y 1én quéa bom.

Sean bong nghi, liéu co thé 1a Montero di theo Hawkins nhu mét cai
bong, chtr khong phai Hawkins truy dudi Montero hay khong? Cé 1& cho du
da vé nudc, cling khong c6 nghia 1 ho s& dugc hudng thu sy yén ling.

Tim anh nhdy Ién kinh hoang, gi¢ phut nay cung khi con & Baghdad
hoan toan bat dong.

Néu 1a trudce day, khi phan doan bom khong thé thdo d&, bon ho con cd
thé mau chong rut ra dén khoang cach an toan, ma & trén chiéc may bay
nay, ho khong c6 chd dé lui.

Khoéng gian nho hep nay duong nhu cang ngdy cang oi buc, Sean biét
hét thay cam giac lanh trong anh déu do tdm 1y ma ra. Mdi khi Hawkins cit
dit mot so1 day, ludi kéo tua ho ctra 1én trai tim anh, than kinh anh cling
phai run ray theo.
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Chwong 61

"Sean, sau nay chung ta con c6 thé ngdi may bay rat nhiéu lan, téi cam
doan déu 1a khoang hang nhét." Khong can ngang dau Hawkins ciing biét
Sean dang hét sirc cang thang.

Sean bat cuodi, "Neéu con co lan sau, co6 thé to1 sé khong con mudn ngoi
may bay nira."

"Xoach" mot tiéng, mi mat Sean run 1€n, duong nhu tat ca ap luyc déu
don veé trai tim.
Hawkins cuodi nhe, ngang dau 1€n, than thé nghiéng vé phia Sean, hon

moi anh, "Chung ta khong sao, Sean."

Khi Sean phuc héi tinh than lai, méi nhin thdy Hawkins nim trong tay
thiét bi kich no.

Tho ra mot hoi that dai, Sean khong thé khong cam than minh con co
dugc bao nhiéu 1an tim thay duong séng trong chd chét?

"Cho to61 xem." Sean dua tay, Hawkins thay n6 sang phia anh. Qua
nhién, bén trén c6 té€n “Montero”.

"Han biét chiing ta s& bay chuyén bay nay, qua bom nay lai 1a mot lan
“kiém tra trinh d”?"

"Khong phai kiém tra, 1 canh céo." Pau ngén tay Hawkins vudt qua hai

so1 day dién rong rudt, "Han mudn thong qua qua bom nay nodi vai toi rang,
ding c6 phdt 16 han, tro chot gitra han va to61 con chua cham dut."
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"Nghe ¢ vé nhu tir mot ké truy dudi, anh trd thanh con moi cta hin?"
Sean khong biét phai noi gi nita rdi, bay gio anh ciing rat mudn bt duoc
Montero, bdi vi mdt ngay han con song trén doi, thé gidi ciia anh va
Hawkins s€ khong c6 mot ngay yén binh.

Tat ca s€ giong nhu lau dai cat, bat cur 1tc nao cling c6 thé bi nude cuén
troi di.

"Han biét t6i khong con y dinh truy dudi han nira, cho nén han phai
khién t6i sdng trong phap phong lo du."

"Anh tir bo truy dudi Montero tir lic nao?" Sean nghi néu y khong quo
dugc Montero s& khong biét dimg lai.

"Vao luc cau bi thuong vi vu N0 cevee nga xuéng bén canh t6i, t6i lién
da tu hoi néu tiép tuc truy dudi Montero tdi s& mat di nhiing gi. Sau d6 ciu
roi khoi Baghdad, mot minh ¢ trong phong bénh, t6i bdng nhién hiéu dugc
minh han 14 nén dung lai. " Hawkins cai dau xudng.

"Nghe ra c6 vé nhu anh vi t61 ma tr bd6 Montero." Sean thay hoi buén
cuoi.
"Xem nhu di, it nhat c6 cau nhac nh¢ t61, Montero khong nén 1a tat ca

nhiing gi t61 ¢0."

Ho nhin nhau, hon muo1 gidy sau, Sean ding 1én, mé cura, ndi cho ti€p
vién hang khong biét bom da bi v6 hi¢u hoa.

Khi ho thuén loi dép xudng sin bay Boston, nhan vién phé4 giai bom da
mang thing dén ling 18 1dy qua bom di, tit ca qua trinh déu dugc tién hanh
bi mat, tat ca hanh khach trén chuyén bay déu khong biét ho vira di dao qua
cua tir mot vong.
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Hawkins va Sean dugc dua dén mot gian phong ¢ san bay, ngoi doi dién
v61 ho ladac phai vién ctia co quan chong khiing bo.

Trai qua mot cudc ndi chuyén, ho xac dinh nguoi ché tao qua bom nay
12 Montero James, ma co quan chong khing b dang thao luan cé nén
chinh thtrc dua cai tén ndy vao trong danh sach chéng khing bé.

Khi hai nguoi roi khoi van phong thi hon ba tiéng dong ho da troi qua,
Sean d3 hét kién nhan véi hiéu suat 1am viéc cia nhirng nhan vién thudc co
quan chéng khing bd, ma Rick ciing mai chua thiy dén dén ho nhu di hen.

Ma ho ro1 di dugc cling 1a nho Hawkins dot ngdt chu dong 1én tiéng héi,
"T6i co thé go1 mdt cudc dién thoai cho ban cua t61 khong?"

Puoc sy dong y, Hawkins goi mot cudce dién thoai dén Cuc Bao an, sau
do6 dua dién thoai cho dac phai vién, sau khi cudc goi két thiic, diac phai vién
lién tyc xin 15i vi d3 1am cham tré thoi gian cuia Hawkins.

Hawkins kéo Sean budc nhanh di khéi noi nay, tim duoc Rick da doi ho
dén mudn ngl gt trén ghé.

"A, Thuong Bé, rdt cudc da xay ra chuyén gi?" Rick cho Sean mot cai
om that néng nhiét.

"Lén xe roi noi sau."

Rick liéc Sean mot cai, y tir 1a giong diéu cua Hawkins van khong cach
nao thay doi.

Cho xe chay 1én dudng cao tdc, Rick nghe noi chuyén xdy ra & trén
chuyén bay cua ho, dau tién 1a lo lang mudn chét, sau khi binh tinh lai thi
bat dau dua gion: "Néu toi cling ¢ trén chuyén bay d6, anh thiy liéu co
gidng nhu tiéu t6 ctia chung ta dot xuat c6 nhiém vy trén may bay?"
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"T61 tinh nguyén chiing ta vinh vién s€ khong lai c6 nhiém vu nhu vay!"
Sean cuo1 nhin Rick.

So voi vé tram mic day cing thang khi roi khoi Baghdad, hién gio tinh
than cua Rick c6 vé tét Iim, ma nguoi duong nhu cling hoi map ra.

"C4au cing Anna thé nao roi?"

"Ha ha, anh cling biét c6 4y 1a phong vién tai Washington, t6i da xin
dugc diéu dén cuc canh sat tai Washington, dén lac chinh thirc nham chuc,
chung t6i s& két hon. Luc d6 nhat dinh s& moi anh va Hawkins." Nhac t6i
chuyén két hon, khuon mat Rick tré nén rang r& khong che gidu duoc tuoi
cuol.

"Puong nhién, nhoc!"

Nhitng ngay & Boston dién ra kha yén binh.

Sau khi xuét ngli, Rick cong tac tai mot canh cuc trong thanh phé.

Ban ngay, Hawkins cung Sean di dao choi quanh thanh phd, budi toi
Rick tan tAm tro vé, hai nguoi s& ngdi trudc man hinh choi game dén 12
gio. Con Hawkins thi ngdi im ling xem tap chi ¢ sau lung ho, tuy rang dai

da s thoi gian y nhin vé phia Sean.

"Nay, chung ta ném Hawkins ¢ kia mot minh khong t6t 1am di?" Rick
nho giong hoi.

"C6 gi quan trong, néu khong ciu mudn han ta lam gi? Cung chung ta
udng bia?"
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Hai ngudi cting nhau tudng twong, hai ngudi bon ho udng bia, Hawkins
lanh nhat ngéi mot bén.

"Bang khong........ danh bai?" Rick dé nghi.

Hai nguoi nghi dén canh trén ban bai nhuom dam mot bau khong khi
quy di, Iac Rick va Sean ra bai con muon can can than than nhin xem sac
mat Hawkins.

"Ainha.......... Kho chiu.......... " Sean binh luan.

Sau d6 hai nguoi cing nhau quay dau lai, liéc Hawkins mot cai lai quay

"Khong c6 céach, so thich cua nguodi nay khong qua nhiéu dé hoa nhap
vo1 nguol thuong." Sean lac lac dau.

"Vay ching ta.......... Tiép tuc choi?" Rick nhin thoang qua dong ho trén
tuong, méi 11h, vi thé hai ngudi hung tri bimg bung tiép tuc hang hai chién
dau.

Budi t6i trude khi ngi, tit dén, Sean mdi vira thay 4o ngii, Hawkins lién
mo cuira phong anh, liing thitng di vao, dya vao tuong nhin phia sau lung
Sean.

Khi Sean xoay ngudi lai, phat hién trong bong tdi bén canh ti quan 4o
co nguoi dang dirng nhin, anh hoang sg.

"Hey, gian phong nay la cua t61, anh vao cling khong can go ctra mot
tieng sao?" Sean nghiéng dau, bat man.

Hawkins di vé phia anh, dung lai trudc mat anh, nu cuoi trén moi y

khién anh run 1én, "Ai néi so thich cua toi khong du dé hoa nhap? Chi can
cau thich thi toi1 cling thich." (=w= Quan nho mon!!!)
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Sean sung s6t mot chut, lap trc da biét y mudn lam gi , "Mr. Hawkins,
chung ta dang ¢ trong nha Rick."

"Vay cau hay co hét strc d€ nhoé giong lai." Hawkins hon mdt cai 1én mat
Sean roi 13p tirc an anh 1én trén giuong.

Mot dém ay y lam thyc dung sirc, m61 mot lan ra vao déu khién Sean
nghi y mudn ldy mang cua anh, anh cdn rang nin nhin thanh 4m, hoai nghi

Hawkins chu dich lam anh phai cao giong kéu la.

May ma ngay hom sau Rick phai di 1am budi sang, néu nhu dé ciu ta
thiy Sean ctung Hawkins di ra tir mot phong ngt, ¢6 1& cau ta phai hoc méu.

Hai nguoi ¢ lai Boston ba ngy, sau d6 quyét dinh tré vé Washington .

Rick dua bon ho dén san bay, hen gap lai & Washington.

Lén may bay, tuy Sean van nhin tap chi, nhung long khong khéi cing
thang hoi hop, khong biét trén chuyén bay nay liéu c6 lai xuat hién mot “18

vat” cua Montero nita hay khong.

Hawkins gio tay ra cam lay tay Sean, "Cung mét trd Montero s& khong
choi hai 1an."

Sean cling hi€u than kinh cia minh da tré nén qua nhay cam, nhe nhang
cuo1 cuoi.

"Téi Washington roi anh ¢ mudn di tham cha anh khong?"
"Khong can."
"Vay anh nghi ngoi & dau?" Sau d6 Sean lai cam thdy van dé anh hoi

that budn cuodi, Hawkins duong nhién la mudn & cung anh.
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Hawkins nhin anh, khong noi 161 nao.
"Toi biét, toi biét!" Sean bdng nhién nghi dén néu lac Hawkins lam céi
gi v6i anh bi bac Mercy thay......... , "Nhung t6i phai nhic nhé anh, t6i séng

cung bac ca toi, anh khong ché tét chan tay ciia anh mot chut."

Khi m ra ctra nha, Sean lap tirc ngti thdy huong hdng tra thom phirc ua
ra.

"Bac, con da trd vé!"

Qua nhién, bac Mercy deo tap dé tir phong bép di ra, "Sean! Chuyén di
vui vé chu?"

Sean bi ba 6m that chat, sau dé6 ba méi cha y dén Hawkins con ding
mot bén, "Chang trai nay.......... Hinh nhu 13 ngudi ban d3 timg dén tim

con!"

"Plng vay, bac. Chiing con gip nhau tai New York." Nhat thoi, Sean
cling khong biét nén giéi thiéu Hawkins nhu thé nao.

"O1, Sean, bang hitu cua con cling that nhiéu, " Mercy hudng 1én trén
lau h6 mot cau, "Andrew —— Sean da trd lai!"

Andrew? Anh ta dén day?

Sean cung Hawkins di vao trong phong khéch, lién thdy Andrew tir trén
lau di xubng.

"Sean ——" Khuon madt tuoi cuoi cua Andrew hoi cuong lai khi nhin
thdy Hawkins.
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"Hi! Andrew! Sao anh lai ¢ mat trong nha t6i1?" Sean t6 vé khong sao
tudng tugng noi.

"Chuyén nay co6 gi dang ngac nhién? Trudc kia khi con con ¢ quan chi
vién, ranh rdi lién s& dua Andrew vé nha ¢ vai ngdy, sau d6 hai ngudi sé
mang sung sin di ngoai 6 & vai ngdy trong ngdi nha gb cuia cha con, sin thi
va thu gidn." Bac Mercy dit tra banh xudng, "Con yéu, con s& khong quén
day chur?"

Sean guong cuoi, "Bac bi€t ma bac Mercy, tu sau khi con bi chan
thuong & dau, co rat nhiéu vi¢c con khong con nhé 1o."

Andrew van cudi, nhung 4nh mat di c6 chit am dam.
"Pung ro1 Andrew! Anh bat dau nghi tir lac nao?"

"Pau tuan, t6i dugc nira thang nghi ngoi. Cau ciing biét sau khi chim
duat nhiém vy ¢ Baghdad t61 lai nghe Jill n61 cau bi thuong trong mdt vu nd
bom," Anh mit ciia Andrew dao qua Hawkins, "To1 that su lo léng, sau lai
nghe no6i cau khong bi thuong ning, lai da tré vé Washington, toi yén tdm
hon rat nhiéu. Vira duge nghi lién di tim cau, ai biét cau da chay dén chd
khac."

Sean nh¢d té1 khi minh con & quan chi vién, Andrew da tung giap do
minh rat nhiéu, luc d6 anh da nhan thdy Andrew ddi voi Sean khong chi
nhu ddi v6i bang hiru thong thuong. Déi voi Andrew, anh vira kinh trong lai
vua ay nay.

"Céc cdu da gap lai nhau, chi bang ctr dén nha gd nghi ngoi vai ngay, "
Bac Mercy tua ho rat ¢ hao cam véi Andrew, "Ngay ca diém tdm bac déu
d3 chuén bi tot. Chang thanh nién nay.......... Hawkins phai khong, cau cling
cung di di, miy ngudi tré tudi cung nhau giai tri."(Bac Mercy, bac mudn
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tinh dich gdp nhau long tranh ho dau a! TTATT Béac mun Sean ka ka thanh
miéng thit trong mén banh mi kep nha!!! TTATT)
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Chwong 62

"Pugc roi. Co dicu la bac Mercy than mén, hién tai con sap chét doi,
con muodn an bira t61!" Sean li€c nhin nhanh qua vé mat cua Hawkins, may
qué, khong co6 vé gi l1a tuc gian.

Ky that Sean ciling khong hiéu vi sao minh phai lo Hawkins s& tirc gian,
du sao Andrew cling la ban cua anh, dén tham anh von la chuyén hop tinh
hop 1y.

Lic ho & trén ban dn, bic Mercy duong nhu nghi ra chuyén gi: "A,
trong nha cling chi con mot gian khach phong, hay 1a Hawkins, cau..........

Sean vura dinh n61 Hawkins ngu cung anh la dugc, nhung Andrew lai
gianh 1én tiéng trudc: "Hawkins tat nhién 1a ngl cing con, giudng trong
khach phong c6 vé 16n. Khéng thanh van dé di, Hawkins?"

"Phai." Hawkins gat dau.
Sean lai cam thay hai bén huyét thai duong truéng dau, dé¢ Andrew ngu
cung Hawkins, nghi nhu thé nao déu thiy ky quai, mong rang s& khong gay

ra tai nan gi maoi tot.

Budi tbi, ba nguoi déu tu thu thap hanh 1y dé ngay hom sau di ving
ngoai 0 san thu.

"Sean, cau ban Hawkins cua con duong nhu khong may thich noi
chuyén a." Bac Mercy vira giup anh géi ghém quan 4o vira noi.

"Bac, anh ta.......... Poi khi khién nguoi ta cam thay rat ap luc, do 1a vi

anh ta 12 nguoi ¢6 chut ¢6 chap, lai vo ciing nghiém tuc khi lam bat cir viéc
gi." Sean di sang, 6m lay ba Mercy.
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"Con yén tam, bac khong c6 gi phan cam vai cau ta. Ngudi ban ma con
dd dua vé nha nhét dinh 1a nguoi ban rat quan trong cua con, chi 1a Sean cua
bac van thich két ban v&i nhitng ngudi c6 tinh cach hoat bat sang stua nhu
Andrew. Khi con hoc trung hoc, con thuong gian ddi noi voi ta ngudi ban
ngdi sau lung con khong thich néi chuyén, con ciing khong biét nén giao
tiép voi cau ta nhu thé nao."

"Béc, doi khi ching ta hiéu mot nguoi, khong phai nho nghe thiy anh ta
no6i gi d6, vi 101 noi ra co thé 1a 10i khach séo ciing c6 thé 1a 11 n6i déi ma
thoi, nhung xem anh ta hanh déng nhu thé nao chang phai so véi chi nghe
anh ta néi cang dé phan doan con nguoi anh ta hay sao?"

"Khong sai, Sean cua bac da that sy trudng thanh." Bac Mercy dat 1én
mat Sean mot ny hon chic ngu ngon, "Hy vong ngay mai céc con dugc thu

gian thoai mai."

Trong khi do, & phong bén, hai ngudi dang tu thu don dd dac, mét cau
cling khong néi.

Khi hai nguoi tat dén nam trén givong, Andrew cuoi ha ha, "Hey,
Hawkins, anh nam mo déu khong nghi td1 c6 mot ngay s€ ngu cung to1 di?"

b4ap lai anh ta la sy traim mac cia Hawkins.

Andrew xoay ngudi sang chd khac, d6i phuong khong muén noi chuyén
v6i anh ta, anh ta tat nhién ciing sé khong tiép tuc ty tim mat mat.

Ma bén kia vach tuong, Sean con dang dung thang 10 tai nghe thanh am
vong lai tir phong bén canh, anh chi s¢ hai nguoi kia hoi chat khong hgp ¥
nhau lién lao vao danh. Nhung vi bén kia van thuc im ling, Sean cling dan

dan buon ngu...

Sang hom sau, bon ho an xong bira sang lién chao tam biét ba Mercy.
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Andrew lai xe, Sean ng61 ¢ vi tri pho lai, Hawkins ng6i & ghé sau.

Vura lai xe, Andrew vira cung Sean néi chuyén phiém.

"Sean, d6 gia vi lam mon nudng cau c6 mang theo khong?"

"Mang theo, bia cling mang theo, yén tam di!"

"Lan trude cho cau dé y mon thé hoang nuéng, két qua cau dé mat dén
n6 dugce mat 1ac lién 161 PSP ra choi, tho déu bi nudng khét!" Andrew cuoi
sang khoai.

"Yén tam, lan nay toi khong mang PSP!" Sean ding nim tay ddm nhe
vao vai Andrew.

Duong nhu nhé ra chuyén gi, Sean quay dau lai nhin vé phia Hawkins:
"Nay! Anh thich dn mon gi? Thé nudng? Chim tri nuéng?"

Du rang van ném Hawkins mdt minh & phia sau cling khong tot, nhung
ngudi nay ciing khong phai 1a ngudi thich tham gia noéi chuyén phiém. Tinh
canh lic nay that giong v6i khi ho con & Baghdad 1am nhiém vu, Rick 1ai

xe, Sean ngdi ¢ phia trudc, Hawkins vinh vién ngd1 ¢ ghé sau gilr tram mac.

"Cau." Cau tra 101 cia Hawkins lam cho Andrew chot chao dao, xe thiéu
chut nita chang 1én vong bao ho bén duong.

Sean cling la khan cap nam chat lay tay vin.

"DPang tiéc, Sean khong thé trat do gia vi ro1 dem nudng, bang khong to1
cling muon an." Andrew dua xe tr& ve 19 tuyén, sau dé ha ha cuoi.

Sean duong nhién hiéu dugc Hawkins n61 “an” anh 1a y gi, ma Sean
cling dong thoi tin Andrew cling hi€éu dugc y cua Hawkins.

https://thuviensach.vn



Xe tiép tuc tién vé phia trudc trong loai khong khi quai di 4y, Sean tiép
tuc nodi chuyén phiém véi Andrew, nhung anh khong con dam quay dau lai
noi gi vo1 Hawkins nira!

Ngbi nha gb nho ciia nha Elvis duoc kién tao ¢ trong rimng.

Nghe n61 n6 dugc dung 1€n nhan dip ky niém muodi may ndm ngay cudi
cua cha me “Sean”.

Ba nguoi xudng xe, Sean kha kinh ngac khi nhin thdy ngéi nha, mé ctra
di vao, bén trong tuy bai tri don gian nhung lai c6 hoi thé 4m ap thanh tinh.

Lau mot 12 phong khéch, lau hai 13 phong ngu.

Nghe bac Mercy noi, cha me “Sean” von dinh sinh thém cho anh thém
mot em trai hodc em gai, nhung vi me¢ cuia anh méc bénh tim, ké hoach nay
khong thé thyuc hién. Tuy vy, ngdi nha gd ¢ ba gian phong nga, mot gian
cho vo chéng Elvis, mot gian dé danh cho Sean va gian con lai 1a danh cho
em trai hodc em gai chura bao gid ton tai ctia anh.

"Thuc may man, hai ching ta khong can dén di san thi con phai chen
chuc trong cung mot gian phong." Andrew cuoi no1 vé1 Hawkins dang vao
cua.

Sean cling nhéch miéng cudi, néu lai dé cho hai nguoi bon ho ¢ chung,
khong ching ky di san tha sé bién thanh da ngoai 16i dai.

Budng hanh 1y, Sean kiém tra lai sung san va dan, sau dé phan chia cho
Andrew va Hawkins. Luc bon ho nhan léy, Sean chot nhd ra mot chuyén,
"Hey, nghe cho r0.......... Stng sin nay chi c6 thé ban tha rimg, khong thé
ban nguoi!"
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"Yén tam." Andrew budn cudi nghe Sean noi, anh ta vac sung di vé phia
khu rung, "Nay Hawkins, c6 muon thi xem trong budi sdng nay ai s€ mang
veé nhiéu con moi hon khong?"

"San long." Hawkins ciing vac sung di vao rung.

Sean th¢ dai, chi hy vong bon ho dung lam chuyén gi ngay tho.

Trong ring, Andrew nhiam ngay mot con ga 16i dang mo thirc an trén
miat dat, con chua kip khdu co thi dd nghe mot tiéng sing vang 1én,
Hawkins tir phia sau anh ta di t61, nhat con ga 161 budc lai bén hong, sau do
tiép tuc di vé phia trudc.

Andrew bat dic di cuoi: "Hawkins, xem ra anh thue sy chan ghét t61?"

"Anh ciing biét?" Hawkins tra 1.

Khi Hawkins nin thd ngdm bin mot con tho dudi tang cdy, Andrew
cling cudp lay nd sung trudc, sau d6 budc tho hoang bén hong, lac di qua
bén canh Hawkins anh ta con c¢d y dé con thé dung vao con ga, sau d6 di
dugc mot doan lai dung lai dung anh mét budn cudi nhin Hawkins: "Anh

tirc gian vi t61 da dén tim Sean hay trc gian vi to1 va cau ta rat than thiét?"

"Anh thich Sean." Hawkins nhin Andrew, anh mit khong qua sic bén,
nhung ciing rat khién nguoi ta cam thay ap luc.

Andrew lo dénh dit sung 1én vai, c6 chit dang vé luu manh: "T6i thich
cdu ta. Vay thi da sao? T6i biét quan hé giita hai ngudi, nhung chang c6 gi
chéc chan rang ciu iy sé& vinh vién & lai bén canh anh."

"Anh c6 thé thir xem." Khoe moi Hawkins nhich lén.

Andrew cudi nhao mdt tiéng: "Trach khong dugc Sean néi anh tu phu

khong thé nao no61 n61."
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Anh ta vira dt 1oi, Hawkins bdng nhién gio sung, sau mot tiéng nd
vang vong, vién dan xet qua mit Andrew hudng vé phia than ciy phia sau,
mot con chim ngoi roi Xuéng. Hawkins di dén, nhit con chim ngdi 1én, "To61
lai c6 thém mot con."

Con hon san thu, Sean ky that cang thich cam giac duoc dam minh
trong bau khong khi thién nhién hoang so trong lanh, du sao rimng cdy rop
mat va tiéng chim hot so voi Baghdad gay gat khdc 1iét phai tuyét voi hon
gap tram lan.

Anh ng6i x06m dudi bong cay, xem dan kién khuan vac thirc an.

Tu xa, Hawkins da thay dang vé cham chu ctua Sean, tya nhu mdt dira
tré. Y nhe nhang di dén gan, ngoi xuong trén ré cay bén canh anh.

"Chung rat thu vi?" Vai phut sau, thdy Sean van khong nhuc nhich,
Hawkins bén 1én tiéng hoi.

Sean quay dau lai, thi€u chit nira nga quy, Hawkins v01 d& l1ay anh.

"Lau ro1 khong xem, trudc day to1 co thé nhin chdm cham dan kién hoac
mot con bo ngua gi gi d6 may chuc phut!" Sean cham rai ding 1én, Iuc nay
moi cam giac dui da té ran.

"G1ong nhu khi to1 nhin cau." Hawkins than nhién no1. (Lai nita ne, ™
cong phu tan tinh!)

"Cai gi?" Sean con chua phan tng kip, Hawkins da gio tay xoay mat
anh vé phia minh, khé& hon.
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Nu hon nay khong kéo dai, chi 1a cham ne ma théi, nhung cling du dé
Sean hiéu duoc ¥ Hawkins. Pung thay y ca ngay vac khuon mit lanh bing,
khi can néi nhiing diéu ling man y van c6 thé mat khong do tim khong run
noi rat rd rang.

Sean hit mot hoi, nhin xuéng bén hong y, "Anh kiém dugc khong it!"
Céch do khong xa, mdt bong nguoi nhin ho, sau d6 yén lang roi di.

Andrew c6 chit mubn cuoi ma khong dugc, cho du gip phai nhing
hoan canh thyc khoé khin, anh ta vAn c6 thé tu tin nd nu cudi, nhung gio
phut nay anh ta lai khong thé.

Anh ta khong biét minh cting Sean rdt cudc di dan xa cach nhu thé nao.

La vao cai ngay Sean xin diéu di EOD nhung anh ta khong hé ngan can?
Khong, khong ai ¢6 thé ngan can Sean. Nhung néu anh ta ciing xin duoc
diéu dén cung nganh, c6 18 mdi quan hé cta ho s& khong tré nén giong nhu
bay gio.

Khi anh ta doi & trudc ga ra, nhin thdy Sean budc xubng tir chiéc
Hummer, thdy 4nh mét cia nguoi dan ong lanh luing ding bén canh Sean
nhin vé phia cu ta, Andrew 4m thim nhan ra c6 gi d6 da thay doi chi trong
it ngay anh ta va Sean tach khoi nhau.

Trong long anh ta day lén cam giac s¢ hdi, muon thay doi loai bién hoa
nay, khién moi thtr tré vé nhu cii.

Luc trude, khi con ¢ quan ti€ép vién, cho du anh ta va Sean ¢ hai lién do1
khac nhau, Andrew van cam thay ho la that gan gfii, rot cudc la tur luc nao

moi thir da thoat khoi quy dao?

Khi ba ngudi mang theo tam tinh khac nhau tr¢ lai can nha go, Sean bat
dau xem xét vi nuong, Hawkins va Andrew bat dau lam sach s€ con moi.
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Chuwong 63

Bita nudéng hom 4y moi nguoi xem nhu in dugc vui sudng, Sean va
Andrew uéng bia n61 chuyén phiém, Hawkins van trim mic nhu moi khi,
c6 diéu néu Sean hoi gi, y cling khong lai tra 10i nhitng cdu khién ngudi
khac kho xtr nhu trudc nira.

Ltc ho chuén bi don dep, bau troi dot nhién xam xit lai, mua to a0 at
trat xubng. Ba ngudi danh bo lai déng dung cu bép nic va bia, chay nhanh

vé phong.

Ngay sau d6 sim rung chdp giat, song cira sd bang gd déu bj tiéng sdm
chan dong rung 1én kéo ket.

"Me oi, thuc khong thua gi 1an da ngoai dién tdp hoi ay!" Andrew cam
than.

"Cai gi di ngoai dién tap?" Sean hdi.

Andrew kinh ngac nghiéng dau nhin lai, "Céu khong nhé 1d ? Sau dot
dién tap d6 cau con phat sot!"

Sean sung sot, 1ap tirc nguong ngung noi: "Sau lan bi chan thuong dau,
rat nhi€u chuyén t61 da quén mat!"

Andrew khong noi gi, chi tiép tuc nhin chdm cham vao man mua ao at
bén ngoai.

Hawkins 1én tiéng: "Dét 10 suoi 1én di."
Vi thé Andrew va Sean md&i hdi phuc tinh than lai, bat dau xem xét 10

Suoi.

https://thuviensach.vn



C6 lira, ca phong ciing am 4p hon khong it.

Sean goi cudc dién thoai vé€ cho ba Mercy, ba dan anh nhat dinh phai
cha y gilt am vao buoi t61, con mua nay c6 thé con kéo dai dén t61 mai.

Ban dém, Sean cudn minh trong chin 16ng, tuy khong cam thdy qua
lanh, nhung tiéng mua roi duong nhu khién anh trong vang.

Cira phong bi day ra, cho du ngudi dén di rat nhe, nhung Sean van c6
thé nhén ra d6 1a Hawkins.

"Sao V;ﬁ ?" Sean nang nguoi da , do1 phuong ngdi xudng bén canh anh,
kéo chan ra trum 1én ca hai Ilgll'(‘)’i.

Sean bi y 6m l4y, hoi thd ctia ho tran ngap quanh khtru giac ctia nhau.

"Khong c6 gi, toi chi mubén 6m cau."

Sean khong cu tuyét Hawkins, anh nghiéng nguoi di, ciing 6m lay .
Sean nghi, co 1€ vura roi, tAn siu trong tiém thirc, anh da khat vong sy hién
dién cua Hawkins.

Hawkins hon nhe nhe khép khudén mat Sean, khong c6 hoi tho cua duc
vong, chi thuan tdy nhdm biéu dat mot loai cam xtic nao d6 trong long y.

Sean ciing hon 1én cam ddi phuong, nhe giong néi: "Ngi di."

"U." Hawkins ni non mot ciu, hai ngudi lién ém nhau chim vao giac
ngu.

Khoang khic d6, Sean phat hién ra noi nao dé tréng vang trong anh dot
nhién tran day.

Mua to khong biét tir luc ndo bdng chuyén thanh ti tach roi.
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Andrew ¢ dudi lau chuan bi xong bita sang, sau d6 di dén trude cira
phong Sean, von dinh gio tay gd cira, nhung roi anh ta ding lai, nhé ra
minh d 1au ldm khong nhin thay Sean ngi.

Anh ta con nhd, trude day khi con cung Sean & chung mot lién doi, co
mot lan da ngoai huan luyén, hai nguoi ho dugce phan di phuc kich mot muc
tiéu. Trudc khi myc tiéu xuat hién, hai nguoi ludn thay phién nhau theo di
tinh hubéng. Pén phién Sean nghi ngoi, anh s& nham mat lai, ndm ngay tai
noi an nép, hai tay van nang sing, nhung cam lai ti trén mat dat bun. BO
dang cua anh lac 4y that im ling, thim chi ¢ chiéc 14 rung bay sat qua 1ong
mi, anh ciing khong biét.

Khoanh khiac ay, tim Andrew bong dap nhanh, khong thé khong ché anh
mat minh, nhin chim cham vao Sean, vai gidy sau anh ta mdi giat minh tinh
t40 lai, nhé dén muc tiéu ctia minh han phai ¢ phia trudec.

Gid phut nay, tay ndm ldy chdt cam cua canh ctra, Andrew thét can than
day vao.

Khi anh ta nhin thdy hai nguoi ghé sat vao nhau nam trén givong, tat ca
v nghi trong dau duong nhu déng cing lai, khong thé van chuyén, ciing
khong thé chi phdi than thé minh.

Andrew siing so ¢ no1 do, that lau.

Déng vé cua Sean khi ngli van binh tinh nhu xua, nhung vao phut nay
Andrew bdng nghi, sy binh tinh nay c6 phai vi c6 Hawkins nam bén canh

hay khong?

Andrew dung hét tit ca khi luc mé&i co thé lang 1€ khép cura lai ma
khong danh thirc bon ho.
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Anh ta cham rai di ra trudce ctra nha, cai chuéng gi6 bang go treo trudc
ctra lach cach vang.

Anh ta tuy chAm cho minh mot diéu thude, dua vao tuong nha khoi.
Trong khong khi tran ngdp mui 4m udt.

Anh ta ty néi véi minh: Cuoi 1én di Andrew, chuyén nay ciing chang co
gi ghé gém.

Hit vao mot hoi, theo khéi thube luon 16 trong khong khi lanh uét, doi
mo1 Andrew nirt vo ra mot duong cong.

Neéu han ta la ngudi ma cau mudn, vay toi cling chi c6 thé lay viéc nhin
thay cau lam thoa man.

Tuy rang nhu vy anh ta c6 chut thua thiét.

Luc nay, Sean mdc 4o ngu tu trén lau di xuong, dang vé con ngai ngu,
"Andrew, da thirc day ro1 a!"

"Phai," Andrew xoay nguoi lai, gio gio ban tay kep di€u thudc, ra hiéu,
"Trén ban co bita sdng, cau an di."

Sean kéo ghé, ngéi & trude ban, "Oi chao, Andrew.......... Nhin khong ra
tay nghé cua anh ciing khong qua té."

Andrew van lang 1dng nhin v€ phia man mua lam tham, "Cau thich an l1a
dugc. Néu c6 mdt ngay cau nhan ra Hawkins lam moén gi d6 thuc kho an,

nhd t61 tim t61.”

Sean ngay ra mot luc, vai gidy sau maé1 hiéu duoc y Andrew muon noi.
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"Cam on anh, khong ¢c6 moéon sandwich nao ngon hon mén sandwich do
9
chinh anh lam ra."

Chi can khong ai ludt qua gidi han, bon ho sé& vinh vién 1a ban be, khong
cO nhitng cam xac phuc tap thtra thai, chi c6 cod1 ma, théng than chan thanh

vO1 nhau.

Sau khi mua tanh, ba nguoi lién thu don d6 dac, 1ai xe trd vé nodi thanh
Washington.

Tuy rang cudc sin ban cung BBQ 1an nay bi mwa lam mat hing, nhung
Sean van cam théy anh da gat hai dugc rat nhiéu, dic biét 1a c6 thé 1am ban
v6i Andrew ma khong con khic mac.

Trong xe m& mot bai hat xua cii, dau tién 14 Andrew nho giong nham
theo, sau d6 Sean ciling cao hung hat 1én. Hai nguoi cang hat cang 10n tiéng,
dén doan di¢p khiuc, Andrew lai vuon mot canh tay khoac 1én vai Sean, ma
Sean ciing ngtra dau ca hat quén ca troi dat.

Tiéng hat cta hai nguoi hoan toan 1an 4t giong hat cua ca si.

Phia sau, Hawkins rot cuc Ién tiéng no1 chuyén: "Nhu vay lai xe khong
an toan."

Sau khi y nghiém trang nhic nhd 14 tiéng cudi to ciia Andrew va Sean.

"Khong ho 13 Hawkins a!" Sean quay dau lai nhin y mot cai day tham

"Cau khong thay la khién anh ta byc minh rat tha vi sao?" Andrew hoc
ngir di€u cua Hawkins 13ap lai mot lan, "Nhu vay lai xe khong an toan."

Sau do Sean lai bat cuoi lén.
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"Hawkins.......... Lam nguoi khong can qua nghiém tac, bang khong vé
sau khi Sean virt bo anh, s& khong c6 nguoi ndo khac ¢ thé chiu dung anh
dugc ntra." Andrew chinh lai guong chiéu hau, nhin vao khudén mit
Hawkins, dua gion.

Hawkins dau tién la nhiu may, sau d6 cling hiéu ra tham y cua anh ta, y
nhe giong no1: "Cam on anh da nhac nho, ¢ di€u, Sean s€ khong c6 co hdi

de roi di."

"Khong hd danh 1a Hawkins kiéu ngao!" Nhitng 10i ndy Andrew va
Sean cung luc 1én tiéng.

V& toi Washington, Andrew chi ¢ lai thém mot budi chiéu lién roi di. Ba
Mercy to vé rat luu luyén, din do anh ta néu lai c6 thoi gian nghi phép nhé

dén choi.

Andrew va Sean 6m nhau than mat, sau d6 anh ta cling chia tay ra voi
Hawkins.

"Tam biét, Hawkins."
"Tam biét, Andrew."

Sean dimg trudc ctra nhin theo anh ta, cho tan khi bong chiéc xe taxi da
trd thanh mot chAm nhé mai tré lai.

"Anh ta Ia mgt nguo1 ban dang tin cay." Hawkins noi.
Sean 6m canh tay budn cuoi: "Hai ngay trudc cac anh nhin nhau con
tran ngap thudc sung. Xem ra khong chi phu nit, dan 6ng cling 1a mot loai

sinh vat kho hiéu."

"Sean

hét pho mat roi, con di mua mot it vé duge khong?" Giong
ba Mercy vong ra tir trong bép.
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"Puoc a." Sean liéc nhin Hawkins, "Cung di?"
"Puong nhién."

Hai ngudi di vao trong mdt siéu thi gﬁn nha, chon mot it pho mat va bia,
sau d6 di dén quay thanh toan.

"Sean, chéng phai cau da di du lich? Trd lai Washington r0i?" Mot thanh
nién dimg phia trudc, nghe thay tiéng ho noéi chuyén bén quay dau lai, thi ra
1a Eric Kul.

"Eric! A, xin 16i, t6i timg ndi khi nao vé s& goi dién cho anh."

"Puoc 161, dugc ro1, gan day to1 cling kha ban biu, khong c¢é thoi gian
dau ma nghi to1 cau." Eric co tinh té vé lanh nhat.

"Puoc roi, ngai si quan phién dich, khi nao anh c6 thdi gian dén chd toi
uong mot tach tra chiéu?" Sean budn cuodi noi.

Eric cht y toi Hawkins dimg sau lung anh, hoi simg st lién kéo kéo
Sean: "Sao Hawkins lai ¢ day?"

" Anh ta dén tham toi."

"A, khong ai c6 thé ngo rang mot ngudi lanh nhat nhu Hawkins ciing
biét quan tim dén dong doi, hay .......... cau la truong hop dac biét?" Eric
ntra dua nura that.

Luc nay, nhan vién thu ngan di tinh xong tién hang, nhac tai d6 cua
minh 1én, Eric cud1 voi Sean, "Vay mai la ngay cudi tuan, t6i dén thim nha

c6 phai s& ¢ tra banh thom phirc sin sang cho dgi?"

"Puong nhién." Sean cuoi.
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Hawkins nhin theo bong Eric di xa, hoi: "Chang phai 1a si quan phién
dich & Baghdad day sao?"

"Pung viy, that hiém thay anh con nhd rd tén cta anh ta." Sean vira tinh
tién vira noi, "Khong ngo phai khong, nha anh ta ¢6 mot cong ty kinh doanh
da qubc gia, anh ta d3 hoc rat nhiéu ngdén ngit khac nhau dé lam viéc cho
gia dinh. Hinh nhu anh ta con c6 mot nguot anh trai, nghe noi anh trai cua
anh ta cling ting 13 quan nhan, & Afghanistan hay dau do... bi bom nd dut
hai chan."

bén cudi tuan, ba Mercy nghe noi1 ban ctia Sean sé dén bén chuan bi
mot ban diém tam. Ba 1a mot nguoi phu nira ¢di mdo, thich nhin thay mot
dam thanh nién hudng thy mon diém tam ctia minh.

Khi Eric t6&1, anh ta con mang theo ca mot bo hoa 16n, cung voi vai cau
dé nghe, d3 khién ba Mercy vui vé cudi khong ngimng.

"A, ngay ca ndim mo toi cling khong ddm nghi c6 mot ngay minh c6 thé
cung Howard Hawkins uong tra chi€u." Eric trirng mat nhin vé phia Sean.

Sean cling cuo1, nho giong nodi: "Con té1 ¢6 ndm mo cling khong ngo
minh c6 thé chiu dung nguoi nay dén tan bay gio.......... "

"Cai gi?" Eric ghé lai gan.

Sean phat hién Hawkins dang nhin cham cham vao anh, xem ra cau noi
kia da b1 y nghe 10, nguoi nay "tra thu tam" rat nang, khong chirng t61 nay

anh s€ khong duoc yén On, phai can than.

"Khong cé viée gi, khong co viéc gi!"
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Ba Mercy dén canh Eric: "Mr. Kul thdn mén, ngai thich hong tra, tra sita
hay ca phé?"

"Hong tra."

Mercy nhin Hawkins khé cuoi, "Howard yéu quy, ta biét con ua ca
phé."

"Khoan da, bac, bac vira mo61 goi anh ta 1a cai gi? Howard? Con

Howard yéu quy?" Sean md to mat, phai biét rang anh va Hawkins cai gi
cling déu da lam, nhung van chua goi y 1a cai gi "Howard yéu quy"!
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Chwong 64

"Sean, Howard khong giéng con, cdu iy 1a mot dtra tré ngoan. Sang nay
lac con con dang miét mai ngu trén givdng, Howard chiang nhimg lai xe
dua bac di gido duong, con rat kién nhan theo bac di siéu thi, chang nhiing
sira chira lai dudng ong nudc trong phong bép ma con stra ca mai hién." Ba
Mercy cuoi, v vd vai Hawkins, "Con con, dtra bé hu sudt ngay chi biét
cuoi cuoil lura gat ta cho qua chuyén, Howard dang tin cay hon con nhiéu,
khong phai sao?"

Eric cuoi: "A, Sean than mén, nghe c6 vé nhu Hawkins s€ 1a nguoi
chong tot, cau ga cho anh ta di!"

Ba Mercy ciing rat nghiém tic néi: "Néu Tracy con chua két hén,
Howard ciing 1a mdt Iwa chon khong sai."

Sean b1 ho no1 dén ndi nguong ngung .

"Bac biét trong cau chuyén cia thanh nién cac con s€ khong c6 cho cho
ba gia nay xen 101, bac s€ di chuan bi bira t61. Néu can gi hdy goi bac."

"Vay ra.......... Hai nguoi thuc sy dang... tim hiéu nhau?" Eric 6m chén
tra, thap giong hoi, cham chu nhin Sean.

"A, dung vay." Sean khé 1a kinh ngac, lac & Baghdad anh va Eric tiép
xtc voi nhau ciing khong nhiéu. Tuy nguoi thanh nién c6 gia gido lai hoa
d6ng nay khién anh rat hiao cam, nhung Sean khong nghi rang anh va
Hawkins ¢ trudc mit anh ta biéu hién ra quan h¢ tinh cadm cta minh 1o dén
the.

Hawkins rgp mat xuong, lang lang udng ca phé, khuén mat khong co
cam xuc.
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"Ha ha, thay la vi toi nhan ra?" Anh mat Eric t6 vé dic y, "Pung quén
rang to1 1on 1én gitra chon lam an."

"Béc dai gia khong ky thi dan thuong chung toi 1a t6t réi.” Sean cudi
cuoi. (Hawkins nha anh ma 1a dan thuong 4? Nguoi anh loe 1oe cai mac tam
nhi dai: Quan nhi dai, pha nhj dai, hic dao nhi dai... =.=)

"Phai r6i, Sean, sap t6i hai ngudi cé y dinh gi khong?"

"A, sau khi nghi phép c6 thé Hawkins s& di Sudan, con t6i chuan bi xuét
ngil. Chinh phu c6 thé s& sap xép t6i dén mot nganh nao do, canh sét..........
nhan vién tri an, cling co thé 1a nhan vién FBI?"

"Toi s& khong di Sudan." Hawkins dit chén tra 1én ban, nhin vé phia
Sean, "Bit dau tir thang sau, t01 s€ chinh thirc Xut ngil, tién dén FBI hoic 1a
mot nghanh nao khac."

"A?" Sean ngan nguoi, anh khong thé tuong tugng duoc mot Hawkins
khéng c6 bom trong cudc séng.

"Anh noi that sao?" Hién nhién Eric cling bi 101 cuia y khién cho siing
SO.

"La that." Hawkins gat dau.

"Aoeen. T6i nghe n6i cha anh 13 tuéng trong quan doi, t6i doan ong dy

han la cang muodn cho anh & trong quan doi phat trién..........

"Piéu ong ay thyc sy khong mudn chinh 12 toi s& phat nd nhu mot qua
bom, thoi bay tit ca nhimg gi ong dy vat va xdy dung duoc." Hawkins

"

nhéch khoe moi1 c6 chut cham choc, "Hoac la..........
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"Hodc la 6ng 4y muon bao v€ anh, bat ké anh mudn di dau, lam gi, chi
can noi do6 an toan, 6ng ay s€¢ dung hét sttc minh gitp anh thyc hién." Sean
cuoi.

Khi Eric di, anh ta dua cho Sean va Hawkins hai tam thi¢p mo1 du tiéc.

"Pay la tiéc mung sinh nhat me t61, khach khtra déu la doanh nhan,
nham chan lai doi tra.......... " Eric nhudng may, "Neéu céac anh tdi, it nhat t61

s& tim duoc ngudi cing minh néi chuyén ma khong phai dién tro."

"Anh c6 cam doan dugc rang thirc an trong bira ti¢c s€ toan la mén
ngon?"

"T61 cam doan." Eric cuodi va di.

Pong cira lai, Hawkins ngdi trén s6 pha, nhin Sean qua qua lai lai don
ban.

"Nay, bac Mercy noi anh 1a dira tré ngoan, dra tré ngoan sao khong dén
giap to61 don ban?"

"Cau chua timg goi tén t6i." Thanh 4m ctia Hawkins tram thap, phang
phat khong vui vé.

Sean nglng tay, hoi ngtra dau c6 vé suy nghi, "C6 1& 1a boi vi..........

Nhin anh khong qua dé than cin, khién nguoi ta.......... Khéng cach

| "

"Vay lac nay sao khong thir goi tén t6i?” Hawkins nghiéng dau, anh mat
van bam st Sean.

Sau d6 Sean cham rai xoay nguoi lai, dua vao bén ban, nhin vé phiay.

"Howard." Sean nhe¢ giong noi.
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"C6 thé lap lai mot 1an khong?"
"Howard." Sean nghiém giong.
"Lap lai mdt lan."

"Pugc ro1i, Howard, t61 mudén mang nhiing chén dia nay vao phong
bép!" Sean xoay nguoi di, 1én né nu cuoi.

Bira tiéc cua gia dinh Eric 1a mdt bira tiéc rat chinh thirc*, vi thé Sean
danh phai tim tat ca ty trang ma minh co trai ra trén givdong.(* Puoc phin
biét voi bira ti¢c gia dinh than mat, trong céc bira ti€c chinh thic - hay tiéc
x4 giao - nhitng ngudi dén du thuong mic comple (nam) va do da hoi (ni).)

"Pay la tit ca?" Hawkins dimg phia sau anh, héi.

"Nhu 1a tham gia 1& nhdm chirc." Moi d4nh gid ciia Hawkins vinh vién
khong biét né mat a1, "1 thoi, di ra ngoai mua hai b maéi."

Chang nhiing 16i nhan xét ca y khong biét né nang, ma gu tham mi cia
y ciing chang biét né nang 13 gi.

Khi nir nhan vién ctra hang dem tirng by tung bd tay trang gid ca trén
troi dua dén trude mat y, d6i 1y ciing chi 1a mot tiéng “No” lanh ling.

Mic du y c6 mot khuén mat cuc ky anh tuan, nhung diéu do cling khong
khién céc c6 gai nay vinh vién kién nhan.
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"Lay hai b nay di." Sean tiy tay cam lay hai bo hop véi s6 do cua ho,
di dén quay thanh toan.

Ma nhitng nguoi ban hang thi dung anh mat tran ngap biét on nhin anh.
"Di thoi, Howard!" Sean dic biét nhdn manh cai tén, "Trén thé gi01 nay

khong c6 thtr gi 1a hoan my nhu anh mudn, ngudi cling vay, quan ao cling

"

vay.
Hawkins khong néi gi, chi lang ling di 1dy xe.

"T61 chi muon cho cau dugc mac do tot nhat ma thoi." Luc khoi dong
Xe, y noi.

Vai ngay sau, bon ho di dén biét thy cta gia dinh Kul.

Gia toc cta Eric con gidu c¢6 hon nhiéu so véi trong tudng twong cia
Sean. Ca toa biét thu thoat nhin giéng nhu mot Nha Tréng thu nho.

O san trude, trén tham co duoc tu bo ti mi, cdc ban an dugce trai khan
trai ban trang muot, bén trén 1a vo6 cung phong phu céc loai thuc an, khién
cho nguoi ta khong biét phai lya chon thé nao.

Nhitng nguodi phu nit mic 1& phuc tao nha dang néi nodi cudi cudi,
nhitng nguoi dan ong thi tam ro1 khoi ban gai cua minh, tu tap lai nang ly

tro chuyén.

Sean nhin ra xung quanh, nhung nhét thoi khong thay bong dang Eric
dau.

"Howard, noi1 that ra, néu anh 1a m§t my nir ¢6 1€ s€ cang thich hop véi
nhirng ti€c tung kiéu nay."
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Co 1€ vi hai nguoi1 ho dién mao anh tuan, c6 vu thé hon nhiéu so véi
nhiing nguoi dan 6ng 1on tudi bung bia xung quanh, vi thé co6 hai c6 gai tré
dang d1 vé phia ho.

Sean dang tim tat ca nhitng gi c6 chtra pho mat, Hawkins 1dy mat cai
khay trén tay anh, 161 anh di dén mot goc khut.

"Sao vay?" Sean ky quai, dua mat nhin xung quanh, thay hai co gai kia
dang nhin nhin ho chdm cham, "Hey Howard, néu c6 my nit dén tim anh
noi chuyén, to1 s€ khong ghen ti dau."

Hawkins 16i anh dén khiic ngodt ctia hanh lang bén ria san, dit khay an
1én trén ban. "Nhung t6i s& dé y."

"Dé y céai gi?" Sean hdi xong mdi cam thady minh ngdc, Hawkins tat
nhién s€ dé y cac cd gai vay quanh Sean .

"Xem ra ciu ciing hiéu dugc ." Hawkins cudi khé.

C6 diéu vi tri ho dang dimg lic nay rat thoai mai.

Sean an cai gi déu 1a tic phong binh linh My dién hinh, nhung Hawkins
lai 4n rat tao nhd. Sean vAn cam thdy "Tao nhd" 1a mot loai éo 1a gi do,
nhung su tao nha cia Hawkins lai cho théy mot loai phong dd ndi liém va

nghiém can.

Ngay khi Sean vira huong thu pho mat, vira trang tron thudng thirc
Hawkins, Eric cAm mot ly ruou liing thitng di dén.

"T61 da tim cac anh khap noi, con dang lo cac anh khong dén, thi ra la

tron & day." Eric binh thuong nhin da rat tao nha, luc nay mai téc dugc chai
nép can than lai cang trd nén chitng chac.
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"Thirc dn rat tuyét, dac biét 1a pho mat." Sean cuo1, cham ly nhung lai
lam sanh ca rugu bén trong ra ngoai.

Hawkins von dinh dua tay d&, nhung ruou chay qua k& tay y, van tham
udt 6ng quan Sean.

"Sean, ky thuc cdu khong can kich dong nhu vay khi nhin thay t6i." Eric
budn cudi, chi chi vé phia biét thy, "Lau ba, phong thir hai bén trai, trong
d6 c6 y phuc cta toi, tim mot cai quan dé thay di."

"Khong can, du sao t61 cling chi ngoi day thoi."
"Cau dinh cho mat troi giap cau hong kho? i di, co gi phai ngai ngung.
To1 s€ tiép dai Howard than yéu cua cdu." Eric ngdi xudng, "Cudi cung

cling dugc nghi ngoi."

"Vay cam on, hy vong tdi s& mic vira quan cta anh." Sean dung day,
vong qua dam khach khura di vao trong biét thy.

Anh di dén phong thir hai bén trai cua tang ba, m¢ cura, ca gian phong
deu to1 den. Sean s& soang mé deén, va roi ngdy ngan ca nguoi.

Noi nay can ban la khong phai la phong chira y phuc, ma la mot gian
chét day nhirng thu rat ky quai.

Sean khong hi€u rd lam, nhung anh biét noi nay khong phai noi anh
muon dén, vira mudn xoay nguoi di ra thi sdu trong phong bdng truyén dén

tiéng xe lan.

"Néu di dén day thi di vao nhin xem, that 1au roi t6i khong co khach."
Mot giong nam On hoa vang lén.

Trudc mat Sean 1a mot cai mang sat ndi li€n voi tran nha, c¢6 rat nhi¢u
nhanh udn lugn trong khong trung, phirc tap dén khién nguoi ta khong phan
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r0 duoc, phan cudi cia mang sat nam trén mat dat.

Xe lan tir phia sau cta hé thong ky di ndy di ra, mot nguoi dan ong co
khuoén mat kha giéng Eric nhung duong nhu cé pha tron dong mau ngoai
quéc ngéi trén xe. Mai toc dai mau den mém mai budc lai phia sau, sdc mat
tai nhot, twa nhu da rat 1au roi khong tiép xuc v6i anh nang mat troi. Hai tay
anh ta roi khoi banh xe, dit 1én trude dui, anh ta ngang dau 1én, nhin vé phia
Sean: "Cau la khach cua bira ti€c?"

"A, cling khong han. T6i chi 14 khach do Eric moi téi ma thoi." Sean
thoang suy nghi, "Anh la anh trai cua Eric?"

"Pung vay." Ngudi dan éng gt dau, cira so trong phong bi che lai bang
vai tho, dudng nhu anh ta ciing phat hién Sean dang nhin cham chim vao
btrc man. "Cau thay toi 1a mot nguoi quai go?"

"An. T6i chi nghe Eric n6i anh hau nhu khong rdi khoi can phong

"To61 khong thich nguodi khac nhin cham chdm vao hai dau goéi cut lun
cua to1." DBo1 phuong cudi khé, "Tén to1 1a Romon, con cau? Cau c¢6 dong y
¢ lai tro chuyén vai to1 mot luc khong?"

"Toi 12 Sean, néu anh khong ngai, tat nhién toi rat san long tro
chuyén cung anh." Sean nhin quanh tat ca cac loai thiét bi ky quai trong
gian phong, mbi mot mén d6 tya ho déu c6 chd dic biét, "Anh giéng nhu
mot nha phat minh."
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Chwong 65

"Toi chi 1a mot ké nhan rdi khong biét 1am gi ma théi." Romon binh
than gio tay giat soi day thing tha xudng tir trAn nha, mot qua bong sit tir
trén dinh mang sat lan xudng, "Toi d tinh toan rat ky ting goéc do, ting
khoang cach, khi qua cau nay roi vio cai 16 nho kia vira dung 10”."

"A..., that tha vi!"

"Tro tré con thoi." Romon khé€ cuoi, anh ta dua Sean di quanh can
phong, gidi thi€u tung thir ma anh ta phat minh ra, sau do dung lai trude
mot cai ban, ra hi€u cho Sean ngéi Xuéng phia ddi dién.

Dung luc Sean vura ng6i xuong, am tra trén ban tu dong nghiéng di,
nudc tra chay vao trong chén.

"Thir ndy méi that thu vil" Sean nghiéng dau quan sat dong co phia dudi
am tra.

"Ha ha, t6i phai mat ca mot ngdy méi lam xong th&r nay, Eric con ndi
mudn dua né thanh mit hang san xuat dai tra, dira bé nay troi sinh 1a thuong
nhan." Romon dat chén tra Xuéng treéc mat Sean, "Ném thir di, day la héng
tra do toi tu pha."

Sean bung chén 1én nhap mét ngum, "Huong vi rat tuyét."

Trudc day nghe Eric miéu ta, Sean con tudng rang anh trai anh ta 1a mot
nguoi Am tram. Boi 18 ¢6 rat nhiéu binh linh chiu thuong tat tir chién truong
tré vé mac bénh tam 1y, nhung ngudi dan 6ng trude mat anh lai cd vé rat on

hoa co1 mo.

"Cau tung di nghia vu tai Baghdad?"

https://thuviensach.vn



"Pung vay." Sean khong biét c6 nén néi cho anh ta biét anh & EOD hay
khong, du sao hai chan ctia Romon ciling bi bom huy hoai. Co 1€ cling vi ly
do nay, khi nhin thdy Romon anh méi c6 cam gidc mudn ciung d6i phuong
noi chuyén, mudn an i anh ta mét chut.

"Chan t6i bi bom nd thuong ton...... trong mot lan thuc hién hanh dong
gin gitt hoa binh & Afganistan." Romon dung ngit di¢u binh tinh ty thuat
chuyén cii ctia anh ta. Nhung Sean biét & phia sau loai binh tinh nay cét
gidu mot ndi dau don khong thé ngudi ngoai, co diéu thoi gian tréi qua lau
gitip cho anh ta quen voi cam giac dau don ay.

"T6i bi hat tung 1én, hai chan rat dau, nhung t6i van rat tinh tdo nhén ra
mot phut d6 minh da bay 1én.” Romon xoay xoay chén tra, anh ta mim cudi,
nhung Sean lai cam thay trong nu cudi cta anh ta khong c6 dau don hoic
kho chiu, ma nhu thé dang nhd lai mot ky niém vo cung tét dep da qua.

bicu nay khién Sean cam thay khong thoai mai, du cam ctia mot quan
nhan tung vao sinh ra tr n61 véi anh rang anh can 1ap tc ro1 khoi day.

"A... Romon, ¢ dudi kia con c6 ban t61 dang doi, t61 can phai xudng
thoi." Sean nd ny cuodi to vé dy nay, "Nhung t61 cam doan s€ con tr¢ lai
tham anh."

Romon binh than tua vao lung ghé, ung dung nhin Sean: "Sau lan do,
t61 bat dau nghién ctru nhimg moén dd nho nho ndy. Nhung chung ciing
khong phai 1a phat minh ma toi dic ¥ nhat...... Hodc phai néi la....... chua
phai tac pham nghé thuat."

Mi mat Sean khé& run 1én, anh day ghé ra chuén bi ro1i di.

Nhung chi trong nhay mét khi dtng 1én, anh d3 bat dau thiy cin phong
chap chon ddo 10n, ca nguoi déu lung lay dting khong viing.
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"Gidy phut bom phét nd 1a gidy phut vo cung dep d&, gidy phut ma cai
chét dén gan that giéng nhu thudc phién ngdm vao chung ta, thit chit than
kinh cta chung ta, 1am cho chiing ta mudn nging ma khong duoc. Toi ting
nghi ring s di Hawkins dam mé g& bom 13 vi hin ciing hudng thu loai
khoai cam nay nhu t6i, c6 diéu rd rang 13 t6i sai roi." Giong néi ctia Romon
du duong du duong, gidng nhu dang ké truyén co tich cho tré nho nghe.

"Anh ta...... Khoéng phai loai nguoi nhu anh!" Sean cb hét sttic loang
choang roi khoi ghé.

Anh phai di ra ngoai, anh khong thé tiép tuc & trong nay.
Romon...... Romon......

M0t tran lanh 180 dén son da ga lan tda toan than anh, anh bong nhién
hiéu ra...... Romon chinh 1a Montero!!!

"Cau tung nhan huin luyén & bo do1 dac chung?" Xe lan cua Romon
cham rai di theo phia sau Sean, "Trong chén tra vira roi toi ¢c6 cho mot chut
“phu gia”, nguot binh thuong khong kién tri dugc 1au nhu vay. Sean, cau
thuc kién cuong."

Tao khong c6 hing thu véi 101 ca ngoi do!

Sean c6 nin nhin, anh phai di ra ngoai! Phai n61 cho Hawkins...!

"Pung c6 cudng lai nira, Sean." Gigng n61 cia Romon nhu con ac mdng
quanh quan bén tai Sean.

Cut me may di!

Cira phong bién thanh vo s6 khung hinh chir nhat chao dao trudc mat
anh, tt ca moi thir déu bat dau xoay tron.
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Sean vuon canh tay mu6én nam lay ndm cura, nhung ngay khi dau ngon
tay anh cham dén, tat ca moi thir déu roi vao bong toi.

“Ba” mot tieng, anh nga xuong.
Romon ldn xe dén bén canh anh, ngdén tay tai nhgt khé vuot toc
anh:"Cau cuoi rat dep mat, bé ngoan...... Hawkins c6 tirng noi cho cau biét

diéu d6 hay khong?"

Sau do, hian ta mot tay kéo a0 Sean, mot tay diéu khién xe 1an, ¢ hét
strc di dong vao sau trong phong.

"Ngoai ra, t01 con rat am hi€u thay doi giong noi, cau doan xem, néu
Hawkins gap mat to1, li€u hdn ta ¢ thé nhan ra t61 la ai hay khong?"

Di dén sat chan tuong, hén ta budng Sean ra, khé van mot cai bong den,
nhirg moén dd ky quéi trong phong bat dau di chuyén, che khuit mat tudng.

"T61 cling co thé giéu cau di nhu vay," Romon cuo1 khé, " Ma cau ta thi
du tim khap noi déu khong thé thdy cau."

Ca gian phong trd nén trong rong, nhu thé chua timg c6 chuyén gi xay
ra.

O bira tiéc phia duéi san, Hawkins nhiu nhiu may, Eric cling nang c6 tay
nhin déng ho: "A? Sao Sean van chua quay lai? Chéng 1€ cau ta thuc su
khong mic vira quan cia toi?"

Hawkins 14y di dong goi cho Sean.

Pang dem Sean 16i dén trén givdng, Romon luc 14y chiéc di dong dang
vang 1én trong tai quan anh, cudi nhe rdi 1y cuc pin ra.
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"Thé nao ?" Eric hoi.

"Cau ta khong tiép may."

"T6i 1én phong thay d6 nhin thir xem." Eric budng ly ruou, dimg day.
"Chung ta cing di." Anh mat Hawkins tram lai.

Hai nguoi cung di 1én 1au ba, Eric ddy cira can phong chta y phuc, bén
trong 13 hang loat y phuc dugc sap dit ngin nap can than.

Thuc 10 rang, Sean cling khong ¢ trong nay.
" Sean -- Sean --" Eric di doc theo hanh lang 1én tiéng goi, mot nit giup
viéc di qua, Eric gift co gai lai hoi, "C6 mot vi khach dén phong thay y phuc

lay tay trang, ¢6 co thay anh ta khong?"

"Thua ngai, c6 1& 6ng 4y da t&i nhung toi khong thay...... Ngai ciing biét
tat ca chung t61 déu ban ron ngoai bira tiéc."

Eric nhin vé phia Hawkins: "Hay 13 anh goi dién vé nha Elvis, xem ¢c6
phai cu ta da trd vé thay quan 4o hay khong?"

Hawkins lai goi dién thoai, ba Mercy tiép may. Nhung ba lai n61 Sean
von khong hé tro vé.

Cup dién thoai, Hawkins bat dau mo cira timg phong tirng phong mét, di
vao xem Xet.

Y ¢6 mot loai du cam, Sean dang & ngay tai noi nay, khong hé roi di.
Tuy rang loai cam gidc nay khong hé co6 co so.

C6 mot gian phong khong m¢& dugce, Hawkins nhin sang Eric, "Co6 chia
khoa khong?"
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Eric biét Hawkins khong m¢ tat cad cac phong ra xem xét mdt lan 1a s
khong bo qua, "DPay la phong lam viéc cua cha t61 khi 6ng con song, sau khi
ong mat chua co ai st dung dén."

Ctra mo ra, bén trong c¢6 ban hoc, sau ban hoc 1a mot ké sach sat dat, rat
quy phai

Hawkins di vao, phat hién gia sach thudc kiéu trong tuong, sau tuong 1a
san, gian phong can ban khong thé dung dé giau nguoi.

"Nay, Hawkins...... No1 that ra, sao t61 cr c6 cam giac...... Anh dang cho
rang t6i bat coc Sean?" Vé mat Eric ¢6 chut khong vui, "T6i nghi rang ciu
ta la nguoi lon roi, lai tung 1a bd doi dac chung, khong ai co thé lam gi cau
ta ma than khong biét quy khong hay, c6 1& cau ta chi mudn di noi nao d6

"

mot chut ........ C6 1& cau ta cam thay anh quan 1y cdu ta qua kho tho......

Nhitng 161 nay khién sac mdt Hawkins thay doi, Eric cling nhan ra cam
giac lanh 1€o nay nén tu gidc im bat.

"T61 chi mudn tim thay cau ta." Hawkins ra khoi phong, di dén trudc
cira mot can phong khac.

"Hey, d6 la phong ctua anh trai t61." Eric ngan can Hawkins m¢ cira,
"Anh trai t61 khong thich ngudi khac tuy tién di vao phong riéng cia minh."

Hawkins nghiéng dau nhin Eric, d6i phuong thé dai, tw minh dén gd
ctra: "Romon, em c6 thé vao khong?"

Vai gidy sau, trong phong vong ra tiéng mic quin 4o, "Vao di, chuyén
gi?ﬂ

Eric mo ctra, day 1a mot gian phong kha tréng trai, c6 mot ngudi dang
nam trén giuong, dén trén dau givdng dugc bat sang, rd rang dang 1a ban
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ngay, tam rém ctra van nang né ra xuong kin khong khe hé.

"Anh nghi trua sém that." Eric dan Hawkins di vao, "A..., em c6 mot
nguoi ban, von 1én trén 1lau muon y phuc dé thay, nhung di da lau roi ma
khong thay quay lai."

"Xem ra nguoi ban nay cua cau thuc thich choi tron tim." Gigng Romon
rat O6n hoa, tya nhu muc su trong gido duong.

"A, chuyén do...... Trén thuc té ciu ta rat ding dén, khong mé loai tro
choi nay." Eric nhudng may, "Romon, c6 ngudi ndo da timg dén day chua?"

"Co6." Romon tam dung mot thoang, "Hai nguoi cac cau. Khong gidi
thi¢u cho to1 biét mot chat vé nguoi ding phia sau cau sao?"

"Anh ay la Howard Hawkins, bon em quen nhau & Baghdad." Eric nhin
vé phia Hawkins, 4nh mat ciia y duong nhu ludn nhin cham cham vao
Romon, Eric khong thé khong huych nhe y, nho giong néi, "Anh 4y khong
di duoc."

Lac ay Hawkins méi cham rai di chuyén anh mat, thay bén kia giuong
c6 mot chiéc xe lan.

"Romon, bon em con phai di tim anh ban kia, chic anh ngu ngon." Noéi
xong, Eric y bao Hawkins cung minh ro1 di.
, y

Di ra hanh lang, Eric dung giong di€u vo cung nghiém tac noéi voi
Hawkins: "Anh & chd cua toi tim kiém Sean, sao khong thir dén noi khac
tim? T6i khong biét ¢ phai anh 1am cdu Ay mat hing hay thé ndo, nhung &
Baghdad chinh 1a nhu vay, chang phai cau ta thuong noi gian véi anh sao?"

Hawkins tam dirng budc mét thoang, nhin Eric, "To1 biét r61."

Sau d6 y xoay nguoi roi di.
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Eric nhin theo bong lung y, khé ning cam 1én, anh mat ti tim: "Chuyén

nay that phién toai......

Hawkins lai tim kiém khap trong ddm khach khtra mot 1an, van khong
c6 bong dang Sean.

bi vao bai do xe, xe cua hg van dung ¢ cho nay. Y lai lién tuc goi dién
cho Sean, nhung van khong c6 ai nghe may.

Cho dén khi mat troi 13n, bita tiéc chdm dut, khach khira luc tuc ra vé,
Hawkins van dimg d6 nhu cii, suy tu vé nhitng noi Sean c6 thé di.

Dién thoai vang, y lap tirc nghe may, dang tiéc lai 1a Eric goi tdi .
" Tim thay Sean chua?"
"Chua." Hawkins nhiu mi.
"Nhu vay di, anh di vé trudc chd mot chut, noéi khong chirng chang
bao lau nita Sean s& vé nha. Néu t6i mai ma ciu ta van chua vé, ching ta co
thé bao canh sat." Eric hit mot hoi, "Noi thuc ra, by gio toi cling thiy bat

thuong, dua vao tinh cach ctia Sean, néu cau ta ¢c6 chuyén can roi di nhat
dinh s€ goi di¢n cho chung ta, s€ khong dé ching ta khap noi tim kiém."
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Chuwong 66

"T61 s€ bao cho anh khi ¢6 tin tirc vé€ cau ta." Hawkins ndi xong lién lai
xe roi di.

Y lai xe loanh quanh vo muc dich trén dudng, di dén nhitng noi ho ting
cung nhau di qua: siéu thi, tiém ca phé, cau lac bd tennis... Y biét y kho c6
thé tim duoc Sean & nhiing noi 4y, nhung y khong thé ngin can minh tim
dén.

Mai cho dén chin gio t61, y chi nhan dugc mdt cudc goi, 1a ba Mercy
goi dén.

"Oi, Howard than mén, bac khong goi dugc cho Sean, théng nhoc dang
0 bén canh con sao?"

.......... Cau ay khong .........." Hawkins mudn noi doi, nhung y lai khong
quen noi doi, "Bon con khong ¢ canh nhau tur lic con ¢ bira tig¢c."

"A, thang nhoc khong biét nghe 10i kia chic s& khong lai 1én vac tai
chay di du lich & dau d6 di?" C6 1& vi Sean ciing siap ba muoi tudi, ba
Mercy kho c6 thé nghi dén anh s& gip nguy hiém trong tinh huéng nhu thé
nay, "Ba ban Lydia than mén ctia bac bi bénh, bac phai dén chiam soc ba 5y,
khi bac trd vé& vao ngay mai, bac nhit dinh s& thay con day dd Sean, thang
bé lai dem con vut & mot bén?"

"A..." Khong biét vi cai gi, nghe ba noi dén "vurt lai", Hawkins thiy nhoi
dau trong 10ng. Khong biét vi I8 gi, y so nhat 1a c6 mot ngay Sean s& viit bo
y.

Lac nay, Eric ngo1 trén giwong cua Romon, hai nguoi ké can tya vao
nhau.
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Trong phong khéng md dén, chi c6 chat anh sing mo ho tir bén ngoai

2
A

chi€u vao qua khe ctra so.

"Romon, no1 cho em biét, sao anh lai bat coc Sean?" Eric khé nhich
nguoi thap xudng, tya dau 1én vai Romon.

"Bo1 vi sy ton tai cua han khien Hawkins mat di y tudng ti€p tuc cung
anh choi tro choi nay."

"Anh khién em cam thay trong 1ong anh, tro choi nay con quan trong
hon ca em!"

Romon phét ra mot tiéng cudi khé: "No6 qua that quan trong hon em.
Boi vi néu tro choi nay két thuc, anh khong biét phai dua vao cai gi dé tiép
tuc song sot."

"Anh 13 ké nhan tdm nhat trén doi." Eric thé dai, giong ndi tré nén troi
noi, "Ma em, s€ vi tro choi cua anh, khién gia tdc ching ta bi huy diét."

"Sao? Néu em quan tdm dén tién tai va dia vi ma gia tdc nay mang lai,
em c6 thé roi khoi tro choi nay cua anh, vo nhu khong biét gi cd." Giong

noi cua Romon cho thay mot loai than nhién khong sao ca.

"Anh biét ma Romon.......... Em chi mudn minh anh!" Eric 6m lay nguoi
ngdi bén canh anh ta, "Hién tai.......... Han la Sean da duoc dua dén can cu
bi mat cua ching ta."

12h dém. Hawkins lai xe vé€ dén trude ctra nha.
Mo61 mot 6 ctra s6 déu toi den, y di vao trong phong ciia Sean, m¢d den,

cin phong tréng rdng khién nguoi ta nan long.
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Trong lic do, Sean cham rai tinh lai khoi con mé, dau anh dau muodn vo.

Anh mubn dua tay day day tran, khuyu tay lai va vao mot vét kim loai
lanh budt.

Trong dau anh thoang hién lai hang loat nhitng hinh anh trudc lac ngat
di, nu cuoi cia Romon, 4m tra, ctra phong..........

"Damn!" Sean nhd ra minh mudn di néi cho Hawkins biét.......... Anh
mé& choang mit, truéc mat toi den, ngoai trir trén dau co6 may 16 nho sing
nhan nhat gitip con mat anh cham rai thich Gmg, sau do tir tir anh thdy duoc
may cai 16 nho phét sang d6 khong phai 13 do 4nh sang mat troi ma 1a do
ngon den.

Hién tai rét cudc 1a ban ngay hay 1 budi t6i?!

Anh dinh ngéi day, nhung dau dap vao mot tdm sat, anh cir dong than
thé va lo so phat hién ra minh dang bi nhot trong mot chiéc hom béng sat,
néu khong c6 nhitng céi 16 nho trudc mat, anh da co thé bi chét ngat bén
trong!

Day la dau?

Sean bat giac hiéu ra anh han 13 bi Romon bat giam.

Lai nhé té1 ngudi nay la anh trai ctia Eric, ma bira tiéc nay cling 1a do
Eric moi bon ho, hét tdm phan mudi hai ngudi ho di théng ddng véi nhau!

Néu Hawkins chua bi hai c6 1& ciing dang bi bon ho dua gidn trong long
ban tay!
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"Son of bitch!" Sean cén rang, nang khuyu tay danh manh 1én nip hom,
ca chiéc hom sat rung 1én loang xoang, anh mién cudng ngdi day dugc mot
nua than minh.

Sean tiép tuc huych manh vao nép hom, nhu mét con da tha bi nhét, vai
phut sau ciing chi danh nim im vé chd cii. Khong c6 tiéng dong gi khac
ngoai tiéng déng do chinh anh gay ra, me no, rét cudc noi day la cai noi quy

quéi nao?

Néu Romon chinh 13 Montero James, han rdt cudc mudn bat anh dé lam
gi? Uy hiép Hawkins sao?

Hawkins da khong con mudn theo dudi bom cua han ta, tai sao Montero
con muon mao hiém 16 dién dé bat coc anh?

Chét tiét! Noi nay rét cudc co ngudi hay khong!

S& khong doi dén khi anh bién thanh mot cai xac kho ciing khong co
nguoi phat giac di?

Hawkins ngdi trén givong ctia Sean, cai dau.

Y cam léy dién thoai, lai bAm mot day s6. Mot 1an, hai 1an déu khong co
nguoi don nghe, cho dén 1an thir ba y méi nghe dugc mot thanh am day
ngai ngu.

"Hey.......... La tén khon kiép nao..........

"Johnny, la to61, Hawkins."
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"A, Hawkins! C6 phai cau vinh vién ciing khong hoc duoc luc nao nén
go1 dién lac nao khong nén hay khong? Bay gio 1a nira dém, lay Chua!"

"T61 can anh tim cho t61 mgt nguon."

"Ai‘?"

"Sean Elvis ."

"An Khong thé nao? Lan trudc cdu d¢3 mudn toi tra cho cau ban ghi
chép st dung tai khoan cua cau ta, lan nay .......... Cau ta lai bién mat? Hay

1a ciu vbn chua tim duogc ciu ta?"
"Tdi tim duoc rdi, sau d6 ciu ta lai mat tich ."
"Mt tich d3 bao 1au?"
"Khoang hon muoi mot tiéng."

"Khong c6 tin tirc sau bon muoi tdm tiéng mdi cd thé xem nhu mat
tich." Johnny c6 chut tirc gian mudn cup dién thoai.

"Ciu ta dd xay ra chuyén, t6i biét." Giong Hawkins lanh nhu bang va
bén nhon, "Cho du 13 ké nao d3 bat ciu ta hay thuong ton céu ta, cho du
phai dudi dén tan dia nguc.......... Toi cling s€ 101 duoc théng khén d6 ra."

Johnny stng sbt, anh ta biét Hawkins rat it khi tim ban bé hd trg, hon
nira lai ¢6 loai thai d§ dit ton nay, "Thuat lai moi chuyén da phat sinh cho
t6i nghe, cho du 1a viéc nhé nhat."

Tia nang ban mai xuyén qua b¢ cura s0 chi€u vao trong phong, Hawkins
van duy tri vé mat nhu cii, nhin ra phia ctra, giong nhu Sean s€ xuat hién va
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gillp y Xua tan con & mong nay.

Dién thoai bong nhién vang, Hawkins cam 1én, thay duoc so dién thoai,
trai tim nhu vot ra khoi 1ong nguc vy.

"Sean! Cau dang ¢ dau?"
"Cam giac mot minh cho mat tro1 moc nhu thé nao?"

Pong tir trong nhdy mat phong dai, ho hap thoat cai nghen tai yét hau
Hawkins, "Montero!"

"Thyc ¢6 161, khong phai Sean yéu quy cta may. Bat qua may chi co ba
ngay, may ciing biét mot ngudi khong co nude, khong cé thic an ciing s&
chi séng duoc ba ngay?"

"May bat coc cau ta!"

"Pung vay, bira tiéc kia thtr duy nhat khong thi€u chinh 1a nguoi, nguot
va nguoi, muon dua mdt nguoi di khong phai 1a chuyén kho. Hawkins, néu
may cé mot mon d6 ma may rat thich, may phai dem n6 giau dén noi ma

nguoi khac khong thay duoc, néu khong.......... May s& mat no."

"Cau éy khong phai dd vat." Con thinh nd cua y dan dan roi Xuéng, cho
dén khi trd nén lanh nhu bang.

"Tao thich nghe giong may nhu bay gio, c6 vay tro choi méi thu vi."

"D¢ 1a tro chot cua may, khong phai cua tao."

"Puoc 161, du thé nao thi day cling 1a cudc choi cuoi cung gitra chung ta,
trude kia khong tinh, vé sau cling sé khong c6. Cho dién thoai cua tao,

ngoan ngoan lam theo 161 tao, co thé tao s€ can nhac cho ngudi tinh nho cua
may con song dén khi tro choi cham dat. Néu may cho bén thtr 3 biét
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chuyén nay.......... Tao biét may c6 ban bé & FBIL, me ctia may va CIA ciing
c6 quan hé tét 1am, nhung chi cAn oanh mot tiéng, ngay ca thi thé cua Sean
Elvis may ciing s& khong tim thay duoc."

Hin noi xong, dién thoai lién ngét.

Khi Hawkins muén goi lai thi dién thoai cuia Sean khong thé tiép song.

Y nam trén givdng, ngdn tay run ray, khong phai boi vi phan nd, y so
hai.

Cho dén khi mui vi than quen cta Sean nhe nhang om trim quanh y,
tAm tinh ctia y méi dan lang dong.

Di dong lai vang 1én, luc nay 1a me cia y goi dén.

"Hi, my boy, n€u ta doan khong sai thi Iic nay con van con dang cung
“nguoi nao do” trién mién ¢ trén giuong?”’

.......... Con lai mat di cau ay." Hawkins cudn minh lai ¢ trén giuong.

"Cau ta lai chay di r6i? Hay la khi ¢ trén givong con biéu hién qua
manh mé? Khong sao c4, chung ta co thé lai dong tai khoan cua cau ta

"Khong phai, me. Cau dy khéng mudn roi khoi con, 1a con di khong giir
léy cau éy that chat."

"Pa xay ra chuyén gi, phai khong?"
"Khong, me a. Con sé& giai quyét."
Sau khi két thuc cudc goi, Hawkins dimg day tu lam bira sang. Néu

Montero n61 mudn choi vo1 y, vay thi y s€ tuan thu quy tac, nhung c6 mot
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vai chuyén s€ khong giong nhu Montero sé li¢u.

Y chop mat mot lac vao budi trua, bat ké muc dich cia Montero 1a gi,
phai nuoi tinh than tinh tdo y médi co thé do sirc véi han.

Budi chiéu 2:20, y lai nhan dugc cude goi tir Montero.

"Ban than mén, by gid may roi khoi nha, di vé hudng bén tay phai,
khoéng 1au s& nhin thdy mot tram xe dién, khoang 3 hay 5 phut gi do, sé co
mot chuyén xe s6 hiéu 339, may 1én chuyén d6, hon muoi phit sau, may sé

dugc biét tao muon may lam gi." Han né1 xong, dién thoai lai ngat.

Hawkins lam theo 161 hin, tim dugc tram xe dién. Vai phut sau, chuyén
xe 339 ding ¢ trude mat y.

Trén xe chi c6 mdt nira s6 ghé da co khach, Hawkins di lén tim mot cho
ngoi, lang 1€ nhin quanh.

GO

Néu Montero mudn Hawkins phai lam gi, vay chi c6 mot viéc
bom.

Xe chuyén banh chua dugc may budc, bd dam cua 1ai xe lién vang.

"Roger, chl y, chung t61 vira nhan dugc tin thong bao trén chuyén Xe

"

cua anh c¢6 bom..........
"Cai gi? Bom!!!"
Thanh 4m day kinh ngac cua 1ai xe khién hanh khéach 1ap tirc xon xao.

"Nghe r& day Roger, anh tuyét d6i khong thé dimg xe, phai tiép tuc cho
xe chay!"

"T6i biét.......... Phai tiép tuc cho xe chay.......... Con ¢co gi can..........
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Trong luc d6 hanh khach ciing bat dau hoang so, ho nhao nhao yéu cau
dirng xe dé di xudng.

"Canh sat s& nhanh chong dén tro giup, nhat dinh khong thé dimg xe,
tbc do phai dat trén 40km/h."

"Pa r5!" Lai xe nudt khan, ngon tay siét trén tay 1ai da trang béch.
"Tha chung t61 ra ngoai!"
"Tai sao khong ngung xe!"

Tham chi da c6 hanh khach tién 1én muon €p budc lai xe dung xe, mé
cua.

"Néu van toc cua xe xudng dudi 40km/h, bom s€ phat nd!" Lai xe cling
rong lén.

"Anh noi doi!"

"Tai sao to1 phai nd1 doi! Chang 1€ t61 khong muon dung xe lai ro1 ro1
khoi day hay sao!"

Lai xe gdo 1én, trong xe nhét thoi im lang.
Hawkins dén, hoi anh ta: "C6 biét bom duoc gai ¢ dau khong?"
"Khong biét.......... T6i khong biét.......... " Lai xe d3 hoang hot dén
n6i khong nén 101, may ma lic nay con chua dén gio cao diém, trén dudng

khong qua dong duc, nhung bon ho di vuot qua may luot dén do, dam phai
nguoi la chuyén sém hay mudn.
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Chwong 67

Cu chay mai nhu vay, xe cling s€¢ can xang. Hon nira chi con khoang
mot gio dong ho nira la dén luc tan tam.

Luc nay, tiéng co1 xe canh sat vang l1én bén tai ho.

Hi vong bat dau tran ngép trén khuén mat cac hanh khach.

Cura kinh trén xe canh sat dugc ha xuong, mdt cai loa 16 ra: "Tai x€, bay
gio anh hay di theo xe cua ching t6i. Chung to1 s€ dua anh dén mot noi

trong trai."

C¢ 1€ su xuat hién cua canh sat khién 1ai xe cam thay an toan hon, anh ta
cling binh tinh hon truéec.

Xe duogc dua dén mot san thé duc.

Noi d6 d3 co xe cta FBI cho san, Johnny dang tya vao cira xe nhin ho
dén gan.

Hawkins v6i vang goi dién thoai cho anh ta.

"Ha, Hawkins! T61 bi€t cau can sy giup do cua to1, nhung hién gio toi

dang phai x1r Iy mgt vu rat phién phuec..........
"Cho t61 biét bom dugc cai ¢ bi tri nao, t61 dang ¢ trén chiéc xe nay."

"A, damn! Ciu dang & trén do! Noi nay la Afghanistan hay Ia
Baghdad!" Johnny buén burc.
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Chiéc xe chay timg vong timg vong quanh san thé duc, 1ai xe khong
ngung chu y dén bio xang.

Céanh sat dang trién khai bién phap cua ho, ho tim dugc mdt chiéc xe
buyt khac, chay ciung téc d6 véi chiée xe ¢6 bom, bic mot tim van gd vat

ngang hai chiéc xe, chuyén tirng hanh khach tir bén nay sang bén kia. Cudi
cung, chi con Hawkins va lai xe ¢ trén xe.

"Nay, anh ban, anh con & trén xe lam gi.......... " Lai xe cO vé cing thang.
Luc nay, di dong cua Hawkins cling vang, 1a Johnny.

"Hey! Sao ciu con chua xudng?!" Giong ctia Johnny ciing thuc cim tirc.
"Bom duorc cai & vi tri nao?"

"K¢é cai bom cho chtng t61 biét bom duoc dat ¢ gh€ cudi cung hang cudi
cung."

"T6i phai thao qua bom nay, néu khong 1ai xe van s& khong thé roi di,
p q Y. g g
dang khong?"

"Hawkins! Pung noi véi to1 cau 1én chuyén xe nay chinh 1a dé thao do
qua bom do!"

"Pung vay, Johnny.......... Neéu to1 khong d& bé nd, mot nguoi vo cung
quan trong voi toi s€ chét."

"Pung ndi véi toi nguol vo cung quan trong do cua cau la tay lai xe!

Cau 1ap tirc xudng xe cho t61! Cau phai bi€t néu ciu xdy ra chuyén gi cha
me cau s€ 10t xac to1!"
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Hawkins di dén hang ghé cu6i cung, nam up xudng san, qua nhién nhin
thay mot qua bom dugc cai dudi ghé ngoi. Mdt sgi day xuyén qua tdm sat
phia thung xe, néu y doan khong lam, sgi day d6 dugc ndi voi dong co.

Hawkins dd sém dy doan dugc trong tro choi ciia Montero sé& khong thé
thiéu bom, y thao ba 16 xuéng, 161 cac loai cong cu thao do ra.

"T61 s€ 1ap tirc cho ngudi 1€n 161 cau xuodng xe!" Johnny ha quyét tam
cung ran.

"Anh c6 thé cho nguoi 1én." Hawkins viing vang cd1 bo vo ngoai qua
bom, "T61 s€ bé gay co bon ho. Néu qua bom nay phat no, to1 cling s€ bi no
b v 7 9
theo."

"Cau dang dua voi toi day a?"

"T61 khong dua. Bung ndi chuyén nira, toi s€ bi phan tam." Hawkins noi
xong lién ngat dién thoai.

"Anh ban! Anh thuc su biét théo qua bom d6 sao?" Lai xe run réy héi,
“Pé cho chuyén gia dén lam viéc ndy chang phai s& tot hon?”

"T6i chinh 1a chuyén gia." Hawkins vira dut 1o, tay y d cit dat mot soi
day.

Phia trén c6 mot thiét bi thu phat song. C6 18 luc 4y Montero ciing ¢
mit & gan tram xe, thay y 1én xe roi lién khoi dong qua bom.

Quan trong nhat 13, thiét bi kich nd & chd nao?
Hawkins tra tim rat 1du méi giat minh hiéu ra kip nd ctia qua bom chinh
la dong co, néu kim d@)ng ho do van toc ha Xuéng dudi 40km/h, thiét bi cam

tmg s& ty dong chuyén nguodn dién, ngudn dién dugc chuyén tiép s& truc
tiép kich nd, di vay, y phai lam cho né khong thé chuyén tiép!
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Hawkins can than mé ra vo ngoai cua thiét bi cam ung tbc d6, thao bo
kim déng ho. Pay 1a mot qua trinh hét stc tinh té can trong, mot khi cong
cu cua y cham phai s¢i day di€én mong manh bén canh, qua bom s¢€ 1ap tirc
phat nb.

May ma 14i xe van viing tay, khi Hawkins g& dugc kim dong ho xuong,
y lién 1én tiéng noi vai l4i xe: "Anh c6 thé ding xe."

"Anh .......... Anh chic cha? Con qua bom? Anh g& duogc rdi?”
"Khong, toi chi khién n6 khong thé cam tng duoc tec do."

"Troi a, t6i khong thé.......... T6i khong thé.......... Néu n6 phat n6 thi 1am
sao bay gio?" Ngon tay cua lai xe cing ngic & trén tay 14i.

Hawkins di t61, ciii nguo1 xudng dam manh 1én phanh.

Tu ——mot tiéng vang 1én, khuén mit 1ai xe tai nhot, phia ngoai san
thé duc, FBI ciing m& to mat doi gidy phat chiéc xe nd tung.

Johnny 6m lay mat.
Xe hoan toan dung lai.
Thé gidi tré nén yén tinh.

Hawkins dung giong binh tinh ndi véi tay tai xé dang quén ca ho hap
bén canh minh: "Anh con dinh & day bao 1au?"

N6i xong, Hawkins khong nhanh khong cham roi khoi chiéc xe, 14i xe
loang choang lao ddo theo sau y chay ra.
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Ma d6i xir Iy chat nd ctia Washington dang & d6 khong xa san sang thuc
thi nhiém vu. Hawkins di dén truéc mat ho va noi: "Chi cin mé dong co cat
dut soi day nbi tiép véi qua bom 1a c6 thé truc tiép thao do."

Ho nhin Hawkins, khong thé tin noi ngudi thanh nién nay cé thé binh
tinh nhu vay.

Johnny budc nhanh t&i, "R6t cude cau mudn 1am cai quy gi!"
Ngay tai khi nam tay ctia Johnny sap vung dén trudéc mat Hawkins, y 1ay
tbc d6 nhanh dén chong mat van léy nim dim cua Johnny va 161 anh ta lai

gan, Johnny dau dén nhe ring tron mat.

"Ngoai Sean Elvis, t6i khong dinh dé cho bat cr ai khac danh toi."
Hawkins day Johnny ra.

"Cho t6i biét tat ca tro quy nay la thé nao!"
"Toi khong thé." Hawkins néi roi lién bo di ra khoi dam ngudi.

"Bay gid cdu chua thé di, chung t6i con chua cho ciu 1am ban tudng
trinh!"

"T61 chi ¢6 thé no1 rang toi 1€n xe buyt, gap mot qua bom, to1 da vo hi¢u
hoa thiét bi cam tng toc do cuia no, sau do xe dung lai. Toé1 ¢6 thé di dugc

chua? " Noi xong, Hawkins cling khong can biét gi nita, bo di.

C6 nguoi mudn ngan y lai, Johnny lic dau ra hiéu, anh ta biét khong ai
c6 thé ngan dugc Hawkins, "Cau ta 1a ngudi cta ching ta."

"FBI?"

"Pung vay." ((), 000, vay la Hawkins duoc quyét dinh vé FBI rui???)
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Khi Johnny va cac dong doi con dang trd chuyén véi nhau, Hawkins da
di ra khoi san thé duc.

Hon hai phut sau, y nhan duoc cude goi tur Montero.

"Well done, boy*." Giong han mang theo vé théa man. (* Lam t6t lam,
cau be.)

"Cau ay & dau?"

"Ping ndng, hdm nay moi chi 1a ngay dau tién ma théi. Vé nghi ngoi
cho tt di. Tao biét c6 mot biét thy dung dé thu gidn rét tét, dia chi va chia
khoa da dugc dua dén trong hom sita* nha Elvis." (*Tuong tu nhu mdi nha
déu c6 mot hom thu trude cira, ho cling ¢6 mot cai thung/ hom dat trudc
ctra nha dé nguoi giao sira dit sira vao d6 mdi sang sém.)

Dién thoai bi ngét.

Hawkins dén mét chiéc taxi, vé& dén nha cta Sean, qua nhién & trong
hop dung sita y tim duoc mot chiéc chia khoa va to gidy ghi dia chi. Y goi

dién cho Johnny, cho anh ta biét dia chi do6.

"To1 can anh gitp to1 di€u tra xem khu bat dong san nay thuoc veé chu so
hiru nao."

"Hawkins! Hom nay cau da cho t61 phién toai lon! Gid cadu con mudn
to1 dén giap cau!"

"Dicu nay rat quan trong véi to1."

"T61 doan rang di€u nay co lién quan dén Sean Elvis! Cau phai cho toi
biét chuyén gi da xay ra!"
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"Khi nao tra dugc chu s& hitu cta khu déit kia, goi di¢n cho to1."
Hawkins ngit dién thoai, sau d6 1ai xe dén toa biét thu ghi trong gidy.

Pay 14 ca mot khu biét thy, nhin qua 13 biét gia tri xa xi.
Hawkins tim duoc bién sb nha, dung chia khdéa mé ctra vao.

Y khong mé dén, boi vi khong ai biét trong nhdy mat khi y bat dén lidu
co lai dong cham gi dén mot “18 vat” nao d6 cua Montero guri lai day khong.

Y bat dén pin, trong phong khéach, trén ban, c6 mot to gidy, mat trén chi
viét ¢6 vai chit: “Ca biét thy nay déu 1a 18 vat tao tang cho may”.

Hawkins hoi sting sbt, ngang dau lén, lic ndy y mdi phat gidc trén
tuong c6 ddy dién 16 ra ngoai. Loai phong & xa xi nay chic chin s& khong
dit day dién 10 thién, Hawkins bong hiéu ra Vv Montero, ca toa biét thy nay
c6 thé 1a mot qua bom!

Hawkins kiém tra tat ca cac phong, cudi cing & trong phong ngu danh
cho chu nha phat hi¢n mot chiéc hom sat. Mot vai soi day 16 ra ngoai,

khong biét 1a kéo toi dau.

Hawkins phat hién thém dugc mét thiét bi hen gio & trong hom, thoi
gian con lai 3 tiéng déng ho.

Y thé ra nhe nhdm. Bén canh hom sit c6 mot to gidy gap lai. Hawkins
mo ra va théy so d6 mach dién cua biét thu.

Hawkins khong chat cham tré, y mang ban d6 lan theo nhiing soi day
dién kéo dai, tim xem chung dan t6i dau, sau d6 danh dau 1én so do.

Khi tat ca da duoc danh dau xong, y phai tinh toan that ti mi, kién nhan
va tap trung, tuy rang thoi gian con lai khong nhiéu.
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Luc nay, nam trong mdt cai hom sat khac, Sean da xoay ra dugc cai dinh
oc cudi cung.

Anh thira nhan lac méi dau khi phat hién minh bi giam trong cai hom
nay, anh qua thuc nén néng. Su im ang bat thuong & xung quanh khién anh
bat an. Anh sang nhat roi vao 16 nho vinh vién khong thay doi, Sean khong
biét minh c6 nén cam on Montero hay khong khi han con dé lai cho anh
mot chiée dén.

Anh khéng biét trong quing thoi gian anh bi nhot ¢ day, bén ngoai da
xay ra nhiing gi.

C6 phai Hawkins dang tim anh khap noi?

Khéng cé thirc dn, nudc udng, khong ai 1am ban, cling khong cé tu do.

Sean bong nhién bat cudi.

Anh nhé dén Hawkins tung not, y mudn khoa anh lai & médt noi chi co
hai nguoi, dang tiéc co vé nhu Hawkins kho ma vao duogc trong cai hom st
nay.

Sean vuon tay cham dén nap hom, nhan ra minh cham vao moét cai dau
dinh. C¢ 1€ cai dinh nay 1a dinh xoay.

"Lay Chua, con doan rang Nguoi ciing khong mudn con & trong niy
khoanh tay chd chét!" Sean quyét dinh dung tay xody cai dinh nay, nhung
n6 chic dén ndi dau ngon tay anh dau nhie.

Sean x¢é léy vat 40, "Néu Howard biét, liéu co thé giét minh hay khong,

cai 4o so mi nay co vé that dat tién!" (Khong, anh ay s€ mua cho anh ca mot
nha may chuyén cung hang cho anh x¢é! ==
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Anh quan miéng vai quanh ngon tay, do khong gian chat hep nén mbi
1an x04y anh chi c6 thé str dung sitc cta cd tay va ngon tay.

"A —" Tiéng kéu tran ra tir trong co hong, co thé anh cing cing,
chan cong 1én, tan cho dén khi dau gbi cham lén dinh dau.

Dinh Oc ¢6 chut ndi long, di€u nay khién trai tim anh nhay nhot, cang
thém ra suc, anh van cai dinh cho dén khi ngon tay khong thé cir dong mai
nam vat xuong.

Thé phi pho, anh nghién rang nghién lgi no6i: "Romon, cho tao di ra
ngoai, tao s& bé gay not hai canh tay con lai cia may!"

Nghi ngoi mét luc, Sean lai bat dau cd ging xoay tron cai dinh.

Mudn xoay toan bd céi dinh roi ra 1a khong thé nao, diéu duy nhat anh
c6 thé 1am 1a dem tat ca nhiing cai dinh vian 16ng ra, sau d6 thir xem c6 thé
dap bat cai nip hom ra dugc khong.

Ngobn tay anh dan tré nén chét lang, tham chi lic anh nghi tay, ca canh

tay déu run 1én ban bat*.(*Hién tuong sau khi dung sttc qua do, co bap trd
nén bun run.)
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Chuwong 68

"Minh s& khoéng vi chuyén ndy ma mac bénh Parkinson(l) diy
chu.......... " Sean tu dua véi minh, "A, Howard than yéu, anh hdy ctr cho t61
roi khoi day va dung doi tay run riy nay om anh di!"

Sean c6 y bat chudc giong di€éu cua ba Mercy, sau khi néi xong lai tu
minh thay 6n muon ge!

"Pugc roi, Hawkins......... Néu t6i con ¢6 thé di ra ngoai, con co thé gap
lai anh.......... To1 s€ that ngoan ngoan, that ngoan ngoan ¢ lai bén anh, cho
dén the end of the world.(2)"

N6i xong, Sean hit sdu mot hoi, cong ngudi 1én, chuyén sang mét dau
khac, tiép tuc cong trinh xoay dinh vi dai.

N6i thyc thi lic nay anh rat nghi ngd ngén trd va ngén cai trén ban tay
phai ciia minh liéu c6 phai da sap tan phé hay khong, anh ciing khong biét
minh c6 nén cdm on nguoi dong dinh cling khong dong qua chat, cé 1€
ngudi d6 c6 ndm mo ciing khong nghi dén Sean s& dya vao ban tay khong
dé van ra muoi sau cai dinh.

Trén thuc t€ 13, khi Sean van long dugc tam cai, anh thuc sy da mat kién
nhan, bat dau cong cudc dap nap hom.

Am thanh chin dong nguoc trd lai khién chinh anh cam thiy choang
vang hoa mit, nhung anh c6 thé cam giac dugc qua thuc cai ndp hom da bat
dau 1ong ra, sau khi va cham vai chuc lan, anh da thap thoang nhin thay khe
ho.

"Pugc 161 dugce roi, thoat nhin minh can phai tiép tuc co gang." Ngon
tay phai cua Sean da dau nhtrc dén tan trong xuong, hoac 1a noi diang hon,
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vét thuong da an sdu vao tan xuong c6t, "Chung ta khong thé ludn dua vao
ban tay phai huy hoang ctia minh, phai biét rang cho du 1a khi “choi stung”,
tay trai cling c6 thé khién chiing ta thich tha!"

Béang sirc ngdn tay trai, hodc 1a nhd nhitng ci va cham vua ro1 da lam
nhitng cai dinh cang long ra, cu6i cung Sean da van ro1 dugc hai cai dinh.

C6 diéu dé 1am dugc may viéc von rat don gian nay, by gid anh da phai
tén mat khong biét bao nhiéu thoi gian.

Sau d6 anh dung manh vai nhét vao trong tai, anh khong dinh chua ra
khoi hom di tu bién minh thanh gi diéc!

Sau khi chuan bi xong hét thay, anh lai bat dau dap nap hom.

Sau vai chuc luot nira, “cach” mot tiéng, mot bén nép hom bi da ma,
khoanh khic dy anh vui sudéng vo cung, anh biét anh con cach gidy phut
thanh cong khong xa.

Thé xé4c va tinh than dugc tng hd, Sean cang thém dung stc vé da 1én
trén, ca cai hom sit chin dong, Sean mo to mét nhin nép hom da bi bat ra,
sau do bat cuoi 1on.

"Thanks god! Thanks god!*" (*Cam on Chua!)

Sean loang choang di ra ngoai, dau xoay mong mong. Sau khi dimg
vitng, anh bat dau quan sat xung quanh.

Day 1a mot kho hang, chiéu cao khoang gan 50m. Ca gian chi c6 mot
cura thong gi16 va mot cai cura cuon.

Cira thong gié qua nho, cho du pha cac phién thong gi6 anh ciling khong
thé chui qua.
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Con lai cling chi ¢ ctra cudn. Sean di sang phia d6, khi nhin thdy mét
thir bam vao phan tiép giap gitra mit dat va canh ctra, anh thd dai.

D6 1a mot qua bom, tac phong tiéu chuan cia Montero .

Anh doan rang khi c6 nguoi toi ctru anh, dic biét khi Hawkins téi ciru
anh, mot khi kéo canh cura nay 1én, hi¢u qua nhat dinh that do so!

Trén cira sit c6 mot 16 nho, s¢i ddy theo dé di ra ngoai, néu khong phai
vay, Sean s€ khong tuong tuong ndéi Montero lam thé nao dé€ 1ap bom & phia
sau canh ctra ma khong dem chinh han ciing khoa bén trong.

Cach lap dit qua bom nay khién nguoi bén ngoai du c6 phat hién ra soi
day nay nhung van khong thé tién vao bén trong xem xét va théo dd.

So v61 nd1 Montero 1a chuyén gia vé bom, Sean cang mudn khen ngoi
han 1a chuyén gia gai bay.

Sean hit sdu mot hoi, so soang trén nguoi minh, anh qua thyc bi sao
choi chiéu mang khi bi cudn vao cudc chién gitta Montero va Hawkins,
dong thoi anh lai khong thé khong ndi rang anh qua thyc may man khi
chudi chia khoa anh deo trén lung van con, trén chudi chia khéa nay c6 mot
con dao gap.

Dung chia khéa thay tua - vit md vo qua bom, anh khong thé khong tho
manh ra, may ma cau tao mach dién ctia qua bom ciing khong qua phtc tap,
tac dung chil yéu ctia n6 han 1a giup ngudi dén ciru anh huéng thu mot niém
“kinh hi” 16n.

Sean quy rap trén mat dat, nhin qua khe ctra, xac dinh chac chan rang

qua bom trong nay khong duogc ndi tiép véi qua bom phia bén ngoai, sau do
bat dau dung con dao nhip cat dy dién.
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Khi anh hoan toan g& duoc qua bom ra, mot ndi vui sudng tran ra tir
dudi day long anh.

"Nhin xem, ai n61 chi c6 Hawkins m&i biét g& bom?"
Nhung nodi vui sudng rat nhanh lién tréi qua, boi vi chot mo canh clra &
bén ngoai, hon nira loai ctra nay khong thé nho vai cu dap hay van cai dinh

la c6 thé mé ra duoc.

Sean dya vao cta sat, cham réi ngéi Xuéng, nhin lai kho hang thénh
thang trong rdng, hai tay 6m lay dau.

it nhét, tir mot noi chat hep, anh da ty minh doi dugc dén mét khong
gian 16n hon, da dé anh co dudi chan tay, "ky tic xa" di duoc thing cap .

"Hawkins.......... Anh nhanh dén day di.......... " Lan dau tién Sean bat dau
an phan chd mong tén kia dén.

Anh nhin lai nhiing ngén tay minh, nghi tham rang trudc khi Hawkins
dén minh cling dimg vi vét thuong nhiém tring ma chét .

"That doi.......... Chét d6i mét.......... Minh mubn in pho mat!"

Luc nay, Hawkins dang cam ban vé, di lai khép noi trong biét thy, di
vao phong phan phéi dién, thdy duong day duoc ndi tiép dén noi nay.

Y dua tay cat dat duong ddy, thdo dd thiét bi kich n.

Luc d6, trong phong ngu cta cha nha, dong ho hen gio cling dung lai ¢
con s6 00:02:20.
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Hawkins 1én lau, ngdi xuong bén canh qua bom, qua nhién khong dén
mot phut sau, di¢n thoai cua y lién vang.

"May van con song day a." Giong ndi cia Montero c6 vé tréu choc.
"Sean ¢ dau?"
"Tao s€ nhadn dia chi dén may cam tay cua may. Chic may gap may!"

Cam di dong trén tay, Romon nghiéng mit lai nhin Eric dang thu don
phong va néi: "Em that sy dinh bo lai san nghiép cta gia dinh dé theo anh
di?"

"Phai, em da di doi mot b phan tai chinh dén ngan hang & Thuy Si, du
cho chung ta tiéu dung ca doi." Eric ngdi xudng bén canh hin, hon 1én
khuén mit han, sau d6 1ay ra hai ban ho chiéu, "Ngay ca than phan gia em
cling da chuan bi xong, chi con s6 an sinh x3 hdi can doi mot thoi gian
ngan."

Trén khuon mat tai nhot cia Romon hién ra vé cuoi, "Em lam viéc luén
nghi thuc chu déo, khong giong anh."

"Romon, cho em biét vi sao anh phai chap nhat vo1 Hawkins dén vay?
Chi vi han c6 thé vo hi€éu héa nhiing qua bom cta anh?"

"Boi vi hdn van léy viéc tim duoc anh, giét anh, huay diét anh lam muc
dich séng, mdi mdt qua bom anh tao ra déu diéu khién hudng di cua han.
Anh ¢ Afghanistan, han s& theo anh dén Afghanistan, anh di Baghdad, hin
s& xin diéu dén Baghdad. Cam giac nhu han da bi anh khong ché trong long
ban tay, thr cam gidc ndy rat tuyét, gibng nhu anh di tr¢ thanh than cua
han." Romon nhin Eric, trong 4nh mat tran ngdp mot loai mé say dién
cudng, "Nhung bdng nhién, hét thay léch khoi quy dao. Han khong hé lay
anh lam phuong hudng, han dem tat ca tAm tri déu danh cho nguoi khac,
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ma bat ké anh c6 ché tao ra qua bom tinh xdo cd nao, han cling sé khong di
thuong thure n6, nhu vay cude song cia anh nham chdn dén murc nao?"

"Anh muon n6i dén chuyén han bat dau yéu Sean?"

"Cho nén anh phai huy diét tinh yéu ciia han, khién han phai tiép tuc
truy dudi anh." Romon ngéng mat 1én, nd nu cuoi dﬁy khat mau.

Eric bat déc di, dua vao bd vai hin: "Anh that tan nhan. Chéng phai anh
cling d3 quyét dinh tat ca phuong hudng cia cudc doi em hay sao? Vi sao
anh con muén dem tam tri ctia anh chia sé cho nguoi khac?"

"Em yéu, em yén tam.......... Anh von rat nhan tor vo1 Hawkins, anh sé
khién han duogc két thac tat ca trong khoanh khac han mo ra canh ctra do."

"Anh noi dén qua bom cai ¢ phia sau canh cira, a.......... Tru khi Sean ¢6
thé di ra khoi chiéc hom sit......... Ma cho du di ra dugc, cu ta ciing khong
chic di biét cach thao dd qua bom." Eric mim cuoi, anh ta cam thay lac nay
day, anh ta s€ c6 duoc ngudi dan 6ng bén canh minh, mot cach tron ven!

Hawkins ngoi trén xe, di dén noi ma Montero chi. B6 1a mot kho hang &
vung ngoai 6 Washington, nghe ndi c6 may cong ti déu gui hang ¢ khu do.

bi dén 16i vao kho hang, y nhan duogc dién thoai cuia Johnny.

"Chang phai cdu di yéu cau toi tra xem cht nhan cua khu biét thu d6 1a
al sao? Cau s€ tuyét ddi khong thé tudng tuong dugc, do 1a “Montero
James”! Tro1 a, 1a cai tén khung bd ¢b tén trong danh sach cua B an ninh
ndi dja(3)! Cau da biét, phai khong?"

"Tiép tuc diéu tra, néu han ding tén, nhét dinh sé& con céc thong tin lién

quan khac, hay di€u tra toan bd s6 an sinh xa hdi(4), cac bat dong san ma
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han démg tén v.v... " Hawkins néi xong, ban than y di di vao khu kho hang.

O trong nay c6 gan hai tram kho hang, ma Montero khong noi cho y biét
Sean ¢ kho s6 may.

"Sean! Sean!" Hawkins di qua ting loat kho hang, vira di vira hét 16n.

Ngay khi y di vao tan sau bén trong, Sean dang dya lung vao canh cura
rot cude nghe thay tiéng goi cuia Hawkins, mimg r& nhu dién nhom day bam

1én cira cudn: "T6i 6 trong nay Howard! T6i & trong nay!"

Hawkins nghe thay tiéng noi, y nhin khap xung quanh, tim mat xuyén
qua timg diy ting diy nha kho d6 so, gidng nhu dang dimg & trung tim cua
thé gidi ma tim kién hi vong.

Cuoi cung, y thady mot cai cira cudn dang rung 1€n, voi va budc nhanh vé
phia d6. Khi nhin thay d6 vat bam ngoai ctra, khong khoi kinh ngac dén
ngay nguoi, "Pung dap ctra nira! Sean!"

Sean nghe thay giong y, mirng nhu dién, "Howard! Anh & bén ngoai?"

"Toi 6." Hawkins dit ban tay 1én canh ctra, nhu thé lam vay c6 thé thay
duoc Sean O bén kia.

"Anh ¢6 cach nao mé cira khong? Chang han nhu chia khoa hay gi d6
tuong tu?" Sean hoi, anh chi mudn canh cira nay lap tirc bién mat.

"Khong co, tit ca cac kho hang ¢ day déu dong mo ty dong. Trén chét
mo ¢6 mot qua bom."

Nghe théy c6 bom, khong biét vi cai gi, Sean nguoc lai that su binh tinh.
bay han 14 muc dich cua Montero, khién Hawkins that vat va vo hiéu hoa
qua bom bén ngoai rdi, trong nhay mit md canh cira, lién kich n6 qua bom
phia trong kho hang.
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"Anh c6 thé thao n6 khong?" Sean cao giong ndi v4i bén ngoai.

"Khong g& duoc nd xudng thi t6i lam thé nao dé om dugc cau?"

Tuy rang khong nhin thiy vé mat nhau, Sean lai c6 cam giac khoe moi
Hawkins lac nay nhét dinh nhich 1én mét chut tuoi cudi, béi vi y nam chic
minh c6 thé mé ra canh cira nay.

"T61 nhd anh." Sean ti tran 1€n ctra, hit that siu. Anh nghi giong minh da
rat nho, bén ngoai han 1a s& khong nghe thay, nhung anh khong ngd

Hawkins cting dap lai anh:

"T61 cling nhd cau. Pi€u nay chung minh.......... Bat ké & noi nao cau
cling khong thé ro1 khoi tam mat cua t61."
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Chwong 69

Sean bat cuoi.

Néu lan nay ching ta déu co thé séng sot, toi cling s& khong bao gid dé
anh phai chay khip thé gidi tim kiém t6i nhu thé nira.

S& khong lai khién anh phai lo lang, ciling s& khong lai 1am anh cam thay
bat an.

Hawkins m& vo boc bén ngoai qua bom, mach di¢n cua qua bom dugc
ndi lién véi hé thong diéu khién dong mo cira. Néu khong phai lic nay Sean
con dang bi nhét bén trong, co 18 y s& khong khoi tan thuong kha nang cua
Montero.

Sean nhim mit lai, anh c6 thé cam nhan duoc nhirng ngoén tay thon dai
ciia Hawkins dang lwa chon timg duong day nhu thé ndo, anh mét y chuyén
cht dén nhu thé nao, ngay ca do cong ctia nét moéi y dudng nhu ciing hién
hién trudc mét anh.

Sean bong nhién hiéu duoc, bat ké ngudi dan ong nay di ting co6 mot
gidc mong dep dé dén bao nhiéu, hodc y da timg cb chap truy dudi thir ao

giac nao, thi ¢ trong 1ong y, anh van 1a diéu dic biét nhat.

C6 thé khién Hawkins budng hét thay khong phai 1a bom ciia Montero,
ma la Sean.

Anh tirng n61 vo1 y, "Toi s€ tré thanh ngudi bao vé phia sau lung anh. "
Nhitng 16i nay dbi voi Hawkins ma néi, c¢6 18 ciing khong chi cho thay

Sean 1a mot ngudi dong doi vo cling dang tin cdy, hay 1a Sean rat gioi vé
nghiép vu.
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Hawkins tirng n6i, Sean cho y cam giac dugc an toan va binh tinh, cling
khong phai boi vi anh cung White c6 bao nhiéu tuong tu, ma 1a boi Sean sé€
gilt chat y lai khi Hawkins lao xudng vuc sau cua sy chap nhat véi nhirng
nguy hiém vo nghia.

Sean nghiéng dau, ro1 lai lac lac dau.

To1 nghi to1 yéu anh, Howard.

Pang cham cha cat dat day dién, Hawkins dot nhién nhan ra y khong
nghe thdy dong tinh ctia Sean, y boi réi han 1én, "Sean."

"To61 day." Sean go g0 1én ctra sat, cudi cung anh cling hi€u dugc vi sao
Hawkins ludn thich goi tén anh, hon nira goi r61 lai khong néi gi thém. Boi
vi y cam thay bat an, y muon xac dinh ring anh van ludn & bén minh.

Khi Hawkins thao d& dugc kip no, y tho ra nhe nhom.

"Sean, t01 mé cua ."

Sean nghe thay giong y, mim cuoi: "Anh dang cing thang?"

Hawkins dua tay kéo chét ma, ho hap trong khoanh khic d6 ngimg han
lai.

"Pung so, toi khéng dinh néu con c6 bom, trude khi chét nhit dinh
chiing ta van kip 6m duoc nhau."

Nhiing 151 nay khién Hawkins dirt khoat kéo ctra 1én.

Theo su di dong cua ctra cudn, cudi cung Hawkins ciling nhin thay Sean,
anh chi€u ta roi trén bo vai anh, khuén mat c6 chut ti€u tuy, anh mat lai 1ap
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lanh sang, mém mai nhu dong nude chay theo day than kinh cing thiang cua
Hawkins roi thdm vao sdu trong tam tri y.

Khéng néi 101 nao, ho git gao 6m chit 1ay nhau.

Hawkins dung stc vudt ve lung va vai Sean, tua hd con dang xac nhan
minh qua that dang 6m Sean trong long.

Sean cling hit sdu mot hoi, "Howard, t61 nghi noi nay khong phai 1a mdt

"

noi 1y twdng cho nhirng cai 6m...........

Hawkins vin khong budng tay, y 6m Sean lui tig budc vé phia sau, rdi
khéi kho hang.

O duéi anh tich duong bat ngat, Hawkins hon méi Sean.

Nu hon cuff)ng nhiét nong bong trude sau nhu mdt, nhung duong nhu lai
thém vai phan sung sudng clia cam giac tim lai dugc bau vat tuong nhu da
mat. Sean bi y hon dén khong thé ho hap, cong thém hai ngay khong an
khong udng, dau 6¢ anh nhu mudn ngat di!

Nhung vao lac ndy, gid phut ndy, anh khoéng day y ra nita. Anh cam
nhan duoc va san sang thira nhin niém sung sudng cua Hawkins, dua tay
om lay ¢ y, néu vé sau, c6 mot ngay nao do6, hai nguoi ho phai nghénh dén
gidy phut cudi ciing cta cudc doi, Sean khong mudn lic d6 phai hdi han vi
ngay hom nay da khong cung Hawkins tin tinh c6 dugc nhau.

Luc nay, di dong ciia Hawkins lai vang 18n, thé gii cia anh va y bi phéa
roi.

Y luu luyén roi khoi doi moi Sean, tiép dién thoai, boi vi y biét moi
chuyén nén 1am két thuc vao lic nay.
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"Hawkins, dirng n6i cho tao biét dén bay gio may con khong tim duogc
noi Sean bi nhot." Romon mim cuoi, sau lung han 1a Eric, ho da ra dén ctra
nha.

"Tao di tim dugc Sean, Montero. Cau 4y dang ¢ ngay bén canh tao."

Sean dot nhién hiéu ra, anh gilt chat lay Hawkins va noi: "Howard!

'H

Romon! Romon Kul chinh 1a Montero James
Romon nghe thiy thanh 4m cta Sean trong dién thoai, hin ngay nguoi.
"Khong thé nao! Bén trong canh ctra cling c6 bom!"

Hawkins nhin vé phia Sean, lic ndy y mdi cht ¥ téi ban tay anh quan
day nhitng manh vai thAim maéu, 16ng may y cau lai, "Pay 13 chuyén gi?"

Sean cam lay di dong tir tay Hawkins, "Romon, anh cho rang cai hom
sat kia c6 thé nhdt dugc t6i? Néu 1an sau anh muén ngudi bi nhdt vao
khong ra dugc, to1 khuyén anh st dung dinh khong c6 duong ranh xoay, va
cling dirng cho nguoi d6 qua nhiéu khong gian dé hoat dong."

Ngoén tay cua Romon tré nén run ray, khuéon mat tai nhot 10 ra vé van
veo, "Con bom? Cau da do bé qua bom kia?"

"Pung viy, t6i tu tay d& bo nd." Sean binh tinh noi, gidng nhu hon hai
ngay bi giam nhdt v6i anh ma néi chang c6 gi 16n lao.

"Sao ciu co thé....... ? BO phan chi vién cua quan dac chiung khong thé
nao day cau ky thuat thdo do bom dién tu.......... Hawkins day cau?"

"Khong, phai noi toi von s& biét." Sean hoi cong khoe miéng, cam ta
Thuong dé da dé lai cho anh tri nhé ctua Vincent Mann, "Co 18 Thuong dé

khién toi séng lai, chinh 1a dé cho anh gap duoc su that bai nay
Montero James. Anh cho 14 luc nay day tro choi s& chdm dut, anh cho anh

https://thuviensach.vn



1a ké chién théng cudi cung, thuc xin 16i .......... Anh van chi 1a mot ké hén
nhat trén tranh trong bong t6i, ma Hawkins va toi sé& ciing nhau di qua
nhiing noi ma anh khong bao gio dam di, song cudc song ma anh ghen ti
nhung khong thé c6. Hién tai than phan cua anh da bai 10, bd an ninh noi
dia cling tdt, hinh canh quéc té cling dugc, hodc 1a t61 va Hawkins........ cho
du anh trén & noi nao, ching to1 déu sé 16i dugc anh ra, cho anh phoi dudi
anh nr«fmg mat trdi, dé cho tt ca moi nguoi nhin xem bo dang cua “Bom
ngh¢ thuat gia™!

"Dung lai! Khong dugc noéi nira! Toi bao cau dung lai!" Romon hét to
v6i chiée dién thoai, dimg phia sau, Eric kinh ngac 6m l4y han.

"Romon! Romon!"

"Cho to1 chuyén 161 dén Eric, & cung mdgt ké nhu anh that su la so voi &
dia nguc con bi tham!" (DPay la tra thu, Sean 1o rang dang tra thu! ==

Romon giong nhu mot ngudi bénh tdm than dién cudng heét 1€n, vung
tay ném dién thoai ra xa, chiéc dién thoai nén trén mat dat.

Han nam cung ldy tay Eric, cang trd nén dién cudéng ma hoi: "Eric! O
cung anh 13 thuc bi tham sao? Em cam thay thuc bi tham sao?"

Eric khé nhich mdi cuoi, rat tay vé, "Sao ¢6 thé, Romon.......... Em chi
mudn cung anh ma thoi. Chi can c6 thé dugc & bén anh, d6 13 hanh phuc
clia em, em chi muén.......... Néu anh c6 thé dem sy chi y ctiia anh danh cho
Hawkins chia sé méot chit cho em thi tot rdi..........

"

"Chung ta di, chiing ta 1ap ttrc di! Chung ta di dén noi nguoi khac khong
thé tim thay ching ta!" Romon cam lay tay Eric, ngon tay bau chat dén ndi
cao xuoc da, nhung Eric duong nhu khong c6 cam giac dau don, anh ta tua
dau 1én vai Romon.
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Ngay gio phut dy, trén dudng phia ngoai biét thy c6 miy chiéc xe mau
den dung lai, cac dic vu FBI xudng xe, dung sung chi vé phia ho.

"Romon Kul —— Tir gio tré di anh khong thé di ddu duoc nira, chung
t6i bat giit anh voi t6i danh nguy hai dén an ninh qubc gia!" Ngon tay cia
Johnny d¢ 1én co sung, néu khong theo 15i Hawkins tién hanh diéu tra k¥
ludng, ai co thé nghi dén con trai ca ciia mot dai gia toc, timg dong gop
xuong mau cho qubc gia thé nhung lai 13 tén cudng bom?

Romon ngo1 yén & not nao, nhe giong ni non nodi: "Eric.......... Lam sao

bay gio? Bon ho khong cho chung ta di..........
"Noi dén c6 y nghia gi ddu? Chi can ching ta vin & cing nhau." Trén
méi Eric van 1a nu cudi mim tao nha lich sy, anh ta dua tay 4n mot cai nat

trén xe lan.

Chi nghe théy oanh mot tiéng, dong khi bon phia va cham, cac dac vu
gio tay che mit, dau bi tiéng nd 1am cho kéu ong ong.

Hai dic vu ding gan nhat bi thuong.
Johnny ngiy ngan nhin chiéc xe lin 1at nghiéng con dang bbc chay, mot
chiéc banh xe lan lin ra xa, hai con ngudi méi ddy con dimg cung nhau &

noi d6 d3 bi nd thanh manh nho.

Hawkins va Sean nhan dugc tin nay khi ho dang trén duong ro1 khoi
kho hang.

Hawkins mit khong chut thay doi tiép tuc 1ai xe, ma Sean thi cn than
nhin vé mat y.

Vai phuat sau, Hawkins dung xe lai ven duong, dau nga ra sau tya vao
trén ghe.
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"Howard.......... " Sean biét Hawkins dudi bat Montero that 1au, thim chi
con tung ddi mat tro chuyén véi hin & biét thu nha Kul, ¢6 1& Hawkins rat
mudn hoi Montero vé chuyén c6 lién quan dén White, hodc 13 hoi y vi sao
phai ché tac nhimg qua bom nay, nhung hién tai Hawkins khong thé biét
dugc bat cir mot dap an nao nira.

"Sean.......... T6i cam thay that kho tin......... Tén kia that su dd tu nd chét
chinh han sao?" Hawkins nhe giong hoi.

Cam tay y, Sean néi: "Han con c6 thé sir dung tro gi dé lira gat timg 4y
dac vu?"

Vai giay sau, Hawkins 16 ra vé mat ma Sean khong tudng duoc.

P6 13 mot loai thoai méi kho c6 thé néi bang 101, y cudi, nghiéng mit
hén Sean, "Rét cuc khong co gi dé chung ta phai lo lang ! Chung ta c6 thé
lén may bay di du lich! S& khong lai c6 nguoi dén noi cho ching ta biét
may bay ¢6 bom!"

"Howard.......... Sean cling thuc kinh ngac, anh that khong ngo
Hawkins c6 thé c6 thai d6 céi mé nhu vay di voi cai chét cia Montero.

"Cau biét khong.......... T6i van luén lo ling.......... Lo ling c6 mot ngay
trén xe ciia chung ta, trong ngdi nha ma chiing ta chung séng, tham chi phia
dué6i chd chung ta ngdi udng ca phé, dot nhién xuat hién 1& vat caa Montero.
Trudce kia t61 hi vong théy duoc 18 vat cta hin, vi né cho théy to1 co duoc
manh mdi vé hén. Nhung ma.......... Hién tai t6i chi mudn tat ca moi chuyén,
moi thir co lién quan dén han déu bién mat khoi cudc séng cua téi. Toi
khéng mudn tudng tuong dén cd bat cit ké nao hodc vat gi khién toi mat

Mait Sean cay cay, trai tim anh dang rung lén nhe nhe, theo moi mot
nhip hé dong cua d6i m61 Hawkins, né lai run 1€n, "Hién tai anh da mudn
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no6i cam on Thuong de?"

"Pén khi t61 chét, néu cau van con ¢ bén canh to1, to1 s€ tuy minh di cam
on ong ta!" Hawkins dap chan ga, miéng khé hat 1én ca khiuc ma Sean yéu
nhat.

Thanh am cua y trdm va vang, nhe nhang quanh quén khép trong xe,
khién cho nhiing ¥ nghi trong dau Sean ciling mudn tung bay........

skksk

Xe ho dung lai trude cira bénh vién, Hawkins dua Sean di bang bo vét
thuong trén tay anh.

Co y ta 10t manh vai quan voi ra lién ngay dai, cr mai hoi Sean xem vét
thuong trén tay anh lam thé nao ma cd, béi vi miéng vét thuong khoét sau
vao dén tan xuong ngodn tay.

Khi Hawkins dua Sean ro1 khoi bénh vién, sac mat cua y that toi tam.

"Lam sao vdy? Howard?" Sean tua dau l1én cira kinh xe, nhin vé phia
suon mat Hawkins, "Vi vét thuong trén tay t6i?"

"Pay 1a 1an tht hai cau bi thuong. Sau 1an cdu bi thuong vi bom no kia,
t6i lién ty thé v4i minh sé khong dé cau bi thuong nira."

"Nhung lan nay anh that sy da ctru t61, khi toi can anh nhét. Diéu nay
quan trong hon bat ctr diéu gi. Vét thuong nho nay s& c6 ngay lanh han, hon
nita chung ta déu ting 1a quan nhan, loai bi thuong nhu thé nay qua thuc
khong dang nhac t6i." Sean budn cudi vo vo vai Hawkins.

Khi ho di dén trudce ctra nha Sean, ho phat hién trong ga ra c6 mdt chiéc
Limousine.
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Sean c6 chut to mo, "A, chiée xe nay thoat nhin.......... " Nha Elvis duong
nhu khéng c6 ban bé nao 1ai chiéc xe dit tién nhu vay.

"La Boi Lé." Hawkins xudng xe, nam chit ldy tay Sean.
"Boi L&? Ai?"

"Me t6i." Hawkins m& ctra, mot ngudi phy nit quy phai dang ngdi trén
sO pha, hai nguo1 dan 6ng mac tay trang dung phia sau lung ba.

"Me, dudng nhu me da vao ma chua héi y kién chii nha." Giong y trAm
thap, nhung ciing khong c6 vé gi gian dir.

Boi L¢ tao nha quay mat lai, anh mét nhin vé phia Sean: "Cau ta chinh
la Sean?"

bay la lan dau tién Sean nhin théy me cua Hawkins, nu cuo1 cua ba nhu
hoa thanh lich, phan tao nhi & con ngudi Hawkins c6 18 dugc di truyén tir
ba.

"Pung vay, phu nhan."

Boi Lé dung ddy, nim l4y tay Sean kéo kéo, mudn anh ngdi xuéng canh
ba, lac nay méi phat hién tay anh quan dy bang gac: "Troi oi, sao cdu lai bi
thuong?"

"Phu nhéan, t61 khong sao, cam on ba da quan tam." Sean ngdi xudng,
lic nay mot ngudi dan 6ng tur trong bép di ra, dat trudc mat Sean mot bat
sup hai san, huong vi thom ngao ngat khién Sean nudt nudc miéng.

"Howard, con thuc sy 1a mot dira tré khong hiéu chuyén, dudng nhu
Sean d3 bi doi that 1au, thé nhung con lai khong dua cau ta di an chut gi."
Boi Lé budn cudi nhin Hawkins, sau d6 lai chuyén hudng sang phia Sean,
"Hi vong nd hop khau vi ctia cau."
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"Me." Hawkins goi.

"Howard, con c6 thé di ra ngoai mua cho m¢ mdt lo son mong tay
khong? Me muon mdt minh tro chuyén véi Sean."

Hawkins nhiu may, nhin vé phia Sean, "Meg, con nghi Sean da mét moi."

"Khong sao, Howard. To61 dugc an mot bat sup ngon tuyét hao, lai co
mot my nhan ngéi bén, that tuyét, néu khong c6 anh mét lanh 180 cta anh &
bén, toi nghi t6i co thé tiéu hoa t6t hon." Sean cudi phat phét tay. Anh tin
rang Boi Lé phu nhan dudng xa tim dén ddy s& khong ¢ 4c ¥ vé6i anh.

Hawkins nhin Sean hai gidy, sau cung van lya chon xoay nguoi roi di:
"To1 s€ khong di mua céai gi son mong tay, toi s€ & ngay ngoai ctra chod hai

nguoi noi xong."

B6i L¢ nhin theo bong lung Hawkins, nd nu cuoi: "Sean, thoat nhin
théng bé quan cau that chat."

"Plng vay."

"Sean, Howard la con trai ta, cho du n6 khong noi, ta van biét n6 nghi

in

gi.

"Pay la kha nang si€u nhién cia nguoi me."

"Pung vay, khi n6 con & Baghdad, n6 tirng goi dién thoai cho ta. N6 noi,
duong nhu n6 da yéu mot nguoi........ Cau cling biét, diéu gi ma dira nho kia

noi la “duong nhu”, vay do6 chinh la “chéc chan”. Khi cdu trd nén lanh nhat
vO1 no, n6 hoi ta ‘Me o1, co6 phai con da lam sai déu gi?’. Ta that sy khong
nghi c6 mdt ngay Howard s€ di hoai nghi né c6 lam gi do 1a sai hay ding,
cdu ciing biét né van ludn cb chap kiéu ngao dén khién nguoi ta mudn ndi
dién!"
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Sean cui dau, anh nghi dén Hawkins thugc mau nguoi van ludn ¢6 chap,
khong biét nghi lai bao gio, nhitng cam xuc tinh té ay y cling s¢ khong bao
gio cO, nhung ro rang la Sean da xem nh¢ suc anh hudng ctia minh doi voi
Hawkins.

"Khi cau bi bom nd gay thuong tich, no noi tat ca déu 1a 16i ctia né. Néu
cau khong tinh lai, no s€ chét." Boi Lé dua tay Om nhe léy khuon mat Sean.
"Sau d6 mdi ngay ta déu di cau nguyén, hi vong cdu co thé séng sot, nhu
vy con ta moi c6 thé du st tiép tuc song.......... "

Gid phut nay, Sean nhin vao anh mat ctia Boi Lé phu nhéan, doi trong
mat xanh lam nhu nuéc bién khién nguoi ta xtic dong nhu khi nhin vao d6i
mat Hawkins.

"Cho du 1a khi nd vé t6i Miami, & bén canh ta, ta biét rat rd tAm tu cua
n6 khong hé & noi nay. Moi ngay no déu nidm that chat dién thoai trén tay,
ludn ludn chu ¥ xem c6 ai goi cho minh khong. N6 s€ vo ¥ thuc di di lai lai
bén canh bé boi, giéng nhu mot tén nhoc con méi 16n 14n dau ném thar mui
vi tinh y€u. NO s€ ndn nong mua vé may bay ro1 khor Miami khi khong goi
dugc cho cau, tham chi khong kip chao ta mot cau." Boi 1€ phu nhan tam
dirng mot chut, "Y ta 13, Sean, ta hiéu con ta, thir gi n6 da mudn, né sé liéu
linh di tim, ¢6 1€ cdu chi la khong thé thoat duoc su truy dudi cta nd, hodc
1a cam thdy mui long, nhung néu né khong thé c6 dugce tir cau thir nd mudn,
n6 s& ndi dién..........

"T6i yéu anh ay, phu nhan." Sean cam lay tay Boi L& phu nhan, anh cam
thiy anh da song hai kiép déu chua timg c6 luc nao nghiém tic dén thé,
"Toi khong biét liéu ddy c6 phai 1a diéu anh 4y mudn hay khong, ciing

"

Mi mat Boi L¢ phu nhan kh€ run run, "Cam on cau.......... Sean..........
Cam on."

https://thuviensach.vn



"Puong nhién, khong duoc nhin thay anh ay hanh dong gidong nhu mot
théng nhoc méi 16n, t61 cam théy that dang tiéc." Sean cudi, Boi Lé phu
nhan cling cuo1 vui vé.

dkokok

Dbém hom ay, khi Hawkins 6m Sean ndm ¢ trén giuong, twra h6 mudn
hoi cai gi lai khong biét phai md 161 nhu thé nao.

"Muon héi me cia anh néi gi voi t61?"

"Ba noi gi?"

.......... Ba n6i anh 1a mot dta tré xu tinh, mong t6i bao dung anh."
Sean xoay nguoi lai 6m ldy Hawkins, "Hai ngay nita cung di New York vai

A "

to1.
"BIIQ'C."

Cudi tuan ay, Sean cung Hawkins di t6i khu nghia trang mai tang
Vincent Mann tai New York.

Thoi tiet cling khong tot 1am, mua phun roi trién mién.
Hawkins dirng bén canh Sean, truéc mat ho 1a mo ctia Vincent.

"T61 c6 mdt chuyén mudn nodi voi anh." Sean nhin chim chim dong tén
Vincent khic trén mit bia, cham rii néi, "Vincent Mann 1a mot nghién ctru
sinh mach hoc ctia can ¢t khong quan T25. Vi bi ban gai bo roi, han khong
guong day ndi, mot gido su thay vay bén dung 1oi néi kich thich hin, vi thé
hin da gia nhap EOD tai Baghdad, lam mot ga k¥ thuat binh. Sau do, khi
hin bao vé cho Seo g0 bom, hin d3 bi dan ban trung dong mach o, han da
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chét.......... Nhung han lai khong di gip Thuong dé, cho han tinh lai, hin
phat hién chinh minh bién thanh Sean Elvis ."

Chiéc 6 trén dau ho khé rung lén.

Sean nghiéng mit lai nhin Hawkins, vé mat y khong thay doi, ma doi
mat van thdm thay nhu trude.

"Hin cam théy rat nghi hoac, hén rdt cude 1a Sean hay la Vincent day?
Han phai tiép tuc séng nhu thé nao? Vi thé 1an thir hai han vé lai Baghdad,
gia nhap EOD, chang qua lac nay day, han gap Howard Hawkins."

Sean dung lai, anh cling doi, dg1 Hawkins cho anh cau tra 1o1.

Anh biét Hawkins s€ khong 10 ra vé kinh ngac hodc 1a xem anh nhu quai
vat, anh chi khong muon gitra hai ngudi c6 bi mat.

Ciing nhu Sean biét trong qua kh&r caia Hawkins c6 White, Sean cam
thdy minh han phai cho d6i phuong ciing biét vé su ton tai ctia Vincent.

"T61 da yéu mot nguoi......... Cau ta khong udng nudc cam. Thir ciu ta
thich an nhat 1a pho mat. Ca khiic cu ta thich nghe nhét 13 The end of the
world. Ciu ta rit tinh thong tri thuc vé mach hoc. Cau ta choi bong 16
khong t6i. Trudce ddy, dbi tuong dé cdu ta tu thoa man 1a Angelina Jolie.
DPiém nay khién t6i ¢ chat cam tic. Toi da yéu mdt nguoi nhu vay, con cau
ta tén 1a Sean hay Vincent khong qua quan trong. Ngoai ra, téi bd sung
thém mot cau, loai thuc vat cau ta thich nhat 1a bac ha."

Hawkins 1ay tir trong chiéc tii bong cAm trén tay ra mot bon ciy nho,
dua dén trude mit Sean.

Chi moét thoang, huong bac ha da tran ngap trong khong gian nho nho
dudi chiéc 6, quanh quan, nhe nhang lan toa........
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HOAN.
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